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†  The light shines in the darkness. 
 

John 1:5 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

D uring these darkened days of Advent, we celebrate the light 

of Christ cleaving the darkness in our lives while sending 

forth salvation's eternal beam of hope. 

This Sunday, with our Pageant in the morning, and Lessons and 

Carols in the evening, we will give voice to the promise that 

God's light shines, and no amount of darkness can overcome it. 

Thank you to everyone preparing for this Sunday's celebration of 

light through our worship.  Between our enthusiastic children and 

teachers, our gifted choirmaster and choir, and our dedicated 

musical servants, 

we look forward 

to experiencing 

the Hope of the 

Ages come among 

us. 

Faithfully, 
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faith. courage. blessing. 
 

Join Rev. Tara and Fr. Joe for a  

morning of music, reflection, and blessing.  

Lunch to follow. 
 

Saturday, December 17th 

10 am - 12:30 pm (Retreat & Luncheon) 

St. Paul’s Church 

 

As we read on Mary’s story in Luke 1:26-38, 

we’ll contemplate what faith looks like in the face of fear. 

Advent 

†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Dec   8 - 8:00 am - PraiseBarre  (Zoom) 

  9:30 am - Men’s Study / Discussion Group, Guild Room 

  7:00 pm - Lessons & Carols Rehearsal, Sanctuary 

Sat, Dec 10 - 7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Downtown Diner, New Milford 

  8:00 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

  10:00 am - Greening of the Church 

Sun, Dec 11     
 - 8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 

  9:30 am - Adult Class, Guild Room 

 10:30 am  - Christmas Pageant & Contemporary Holy Communion 
  (YouTube Live) 

  5:00 pm - Lessons & Carols, Sanctuary  (YouTube Live) 

  7:00 pm - Recovery & Self-Reflection, Guild Room 

Mon, Dec 12 - 7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall  (YouTube Live) 

Tue, Dec 13 - 8:00 am - PraiseKicks  (Zoom) 

  9:30 am - Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study, Crocker Hall 

  7:00 pm - Boy Scout Troop #5 

  7:00 pm - Behold the Lamb Rehearsal, Sanctuary 

Wed, Dec 14 -10:00 am - Holy Communion & Healing  (YouTube Live) 

  11-1 pm - Drive-Thru Food Collection 

  7:00 pm - Ladies Evening Zoom Bible Study  (Zoom) 
  7:30 pm - Vestry Meeting, Guild Room 
Thu, Dec 15 - 8:00 am - PraiseBarre  (Zoom) 

  9:30 am - Men’s Study / Discussion Group, Guild Room 
  7:00 pm - Lessons & Carols Rehearsal, Sanctuary 

Sat, Dec 17 - 7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Downtown Diner, New Milford 
  8:00 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  10:00 am - Advent Retreat, Crocker Hall 
Sun, Dec 18     
 - 8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 

  9:30 am - Adult Class, Guild Room 

  10:15 am - Sunday School, Classrooms 

 10:30 am  - Contemporary Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 

  5 & 7 pm - Behold the Lamb, Sanctuary  (YouTube Live) 

  7:00 pm - Recovery & Self-Reflection, Guild Room 

https://zoom.us/j/95816682699?pwd=VmNSdHJiYVJuekpZMzJHRFhNMHRzdz09
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=452783070
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://zoom.us/j/95816682699?pwd=VmNSdHJiYVJuekpZMzJHRFhNMHRzdz09
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4245653965?pwd=VmRkYjVkRDRyK1J0elMwcXFpekNZZz09
https://zoom.us/j/95816682699?pwd=VmNSdHJiYVJuekpZMzJHRFhNMHRzdz09
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=452783070
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/


4  

 

 
†  A Mysterious Work  

 

Isaiah 35:1-10  •  Psalm 146:4-9  •  James 5:7-10  •  Matthew 11:2-11  
 

I 
n the Eastern Orthodox tradition, before the moment of baptism, a child is stripped 
naked and handed to the priest, who fully immerses the child three times in the name 
of the Holy Trinity.  As the child emerges from the water each time, a splash of 

water no doubt hits the parents, godparents, the priest, and assisting servers.  It is a beautiful 
moment when a life, though a gift and though beautiful, is transferred to higher existence; a 
mere human becomes the vehicle and home of Christ.  In the moment of stripping, the child 
is exposed in all vulnerability. 

This naked exposure reveals the totality of human life.  What will happen in time?  How 
weak are we, really?  The moment comes - it always does, inevitably - when we know how 
low and vulnerable we are.  The prophet Isaiah, speaking to the nation in a time of 
devastation, speaks no less about us, collectively and personally.  Life can be, at times, a dry 
land, a desert waste, a wilderness, a hopeless string of one apparently meaningless event 
after another.  People are weak and feeble and fearful.  They are often blind to the glory of 

God and deaf to the voice of the Word.  
People are oppressed, bound, and cast 
down.  As every medical professional 
knows, particularly in the prosperous 
West, and especially in the United States, 
depression and anxiety are epidemic.  
There is a lot of despair at hand, and it 
should be named and it should be faced.  
There is, thankfully, medical help that is 
often effective, but deeper questions lurk 
in all this human despair. 
 Baptism is preemptive action.  Baptism 
acknowledges that we need “grace and 
mercy” not simply as a momentary dose of 
divine kindness, but as a real participation 
in the life of God.  The naked and 
vulnerable human being is plunged into 
the waters of baptism to emerge anew as a 
son or daughter of God who is the 

household of God.  The kingdom of God is at hand in baptism. God is at work, and 
something extraordinary happens as the life of Christ is transferred, in the power of the 
Spirit, to the newly baptized.  In this moment and all subsequent moments baptism does its 
mysterious work. 

The Scriptures help us describe it.  The parched earth becomes glad, the desert rejoices 
and blossoms and sings.  The glory of the Lord is seen with the eyes of faith.  Hands are 
strengthened, feeble knees are made firm, the fearful heart becomes strong and confident, 
the Word of God is heard in Scripture, tradition, every human discipline, and in all the 
wonders of nature.  The tongue is the instrument of a new song (Isa. 35:1-6).  “The blind 
receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, 
and the poor have good news brought to them” (Matt. 11:4-6).  We may take offense at these 
words, if we read them in their most literal sense, but that would be to read them wrongly.  
They are signs and metaphors of new life that is mysterious and hidden and yet absolutely 
real.  In baptism we meet the grace of Christ, the energy of Christ, the power of Christ, the 
unadulterated reality of Christ, and from that reality a new life begins. 

Anything that may happen to any human being may happen to a Christian.  We are in the 
world.  We share all the sufferings and joys of humanity.  But our lives are not merely 
human.  They are the home of God, who brings life from death. 
 

Look It Up:  Matthew 11:2.  
 

Think About It: Baptized into Christ, you have everything.  There is no other.  
     - from The Living Church, 2022 

https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Advent/AAdv3_RCL.html#ot1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Advent/AAdv3_RCL.html#ps1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Advent/AAdv3_RCL.html#nt1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Advent/AAdv3_RCL.html#gsp1
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Praying for the 1/3 of our world that are still unreached with the Gospel.   
Tai Dón 

 

Country: Vietnam | Population: 337,000 | Language: Tai Don | Main Religion: Ethnic 
Religions | Evangelical: 0.25%  

 

T 
he Tai Dón (or White Tai) are named for the color of their women’s traditional 
clothing.  They emigrated from China to find peace in northern Vietnam only 
to endure violence and bloodshed.  The Tai Dón are extremely polite and 

hospitable.  They teach their children to be independent, self-reliant and respect others.  
The family is the core of Tai Dón society and in rural villages the entire immediate family 
often lives together.  Tai Dón men and women share in tasks almost equally, including 
plowing, tending fields, cooking, cleaning, washing clothes and caring for children.  Wet-
rice is their primary crop and they are excellent weavers of cloth.  Most Tai Dón combine 
animism with Buddhism.  They believe in many spirits, including those of the dead, the 
natural world, the political world and of local places.  The Tai Dón believe they have 
multiple souls and use rituals to recall these souls back to the body to improve their 
personality.  Pray that the Good News of Jesus  the Prince of Peace - would take root and 
flourish among them.  Pray they would entrust their soul to the One who created them and 
the world they live in.  Ask God to bring healing to their emotional scars.  Pray that the 
Tai Dón church would be encouraged and grow strong in faith, hope, mercy and love.  

†  The Themes of Advent 

T 
his Advent, 

please join the 

Sunday Morning 

adult class for a special 

Christian Formation Series 

on The Themes of Advent.  

The four Sundays preceding 

Christmas relate to four 

important Biblical themes: 

hope, faith, joy, and peace.  

Each Sunday morning at 

9:30 in the Guild Room we 

will explore the meaning and 

relevance of these powerful 

themes through bible study, 

videos, and shared stories.”  

The Sunday Adult Class 

meets weekly in the Guild 

Room between services 

starting at 9:30 am. 
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I f you would like to request Altar flowers for a 

particular Sunday "in Memory of," "in Honor of" 

or "in Celebration” of' a friend or loved one,  please 

fill out an envelope located in the back of the church or 

send an email request to altarflowers@yahoo.com or 

contact Doug Melody. 

†  Helping Our Neighbors 

 

H ere is an update about St. Paul’s ongoing food-related ministries serving our 
community: 

 Drive Thru Food Collection - occurs every other Wednesday from 11 am - 1 pm.  We 
have now held over 65 food drives since April 22, 2020!  Last time our trucks delivered to 
the Jericho Food Pantry, Danbury and the Brookfield Social Services Food Pantry.  

Our next food collection will be next Wednesday, December 14th and will support the 

Bethel Community Food Pantry and the Jericho Food Pantry in Danbury. 

Thank you all for your ongoing generosity and to the many volunteers who have helped 
to load the trucks and deliver food to the pantries. 

 

 

 

 

Next Drive-Thru 

Food Collection 

This Wednesday 

December 14th 
 

Help us,  

Help others  

mailto:Altarflowers@yahoo.com
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†  In Honor of a Humble Man   

 

“A man’s pride will bring him low,  
but a humble spirit will obtain honor.” 

Proverbs 29:23 
by Steve Hemming 

 

M 
y father, Daniel Hemming, was a man of few words.  He was never one to call 
attention to himself, nor did he ever brag about any of his accomplishments.  
My dad was the humblest man I ever knew.  He wasn’t perfect, but Dad did 

his utmost to be a humble servant like Jesus Christ, his Lord and Savior.  Rather than trying 
to exalt himself, he spent a lifetime lifting up and helping others. 

God blessed Dad with a considerable intellect and an acumen for finances.  However, 
rather than being motivated to amass wealth for himself, he 
devoted his abilities and career to help his clients invest 
wisely, and become better stewards of the money they had 
earned. 
My father was transparent and honest with all his business 
dealings, and as a result, developed a solid reputation 
within the Rochester, New York, community for being 
trustworthy when it came to advising others with their 
financial needs.  And Dad didn’t keep his vast knowledge 
close to the vest; he was always willing to give guidance 
and wisdom to fellow financial planners, and 
served as a mentor to many. 
While he worked hard to hone his skills and 
become the best financial advisor he could be, 
Dad attributed all of his success to the Lord.  

And his greatest joy was using the giftings God gave him to bless others. 
As early as I can remember in my youth, my dad was active in church.  He 

served as an usher, on the vestry, and was a warden in the churches he attended.  
And because Dad had a great heart for helping those who struggled, he was led 
to become a leader and educator for Stephen Ministries, an independent, not-for
-profit Christian educational organization.  Their main activity is the training 
others in their congregation to become Stephen Ministers, capable of 
accompanying those who are facing some crisis in life. 

Another ministry close to my dad’s heart that very few knew about, was his 
work with Hospice patients, where he helped them plan their end-of-life 
finances.  Once, I accompanied Dad on a visit to see an elderly man, and was 
deeply touched by his compassion and attentiveness, and how patiently he addressed every 
concern the gentleman had. 

As I remember that day with Dad, as well as many other memories I’ve accumulated 
over the years, some particular attributes of his walk of faith come to mind: 

My father did his best to be an imitator of God,1 whereby he regularly submitted to 
others out of deep his reverence for Jesus.2 

He humbly considered the people he encountered more important than himself,3 and 
consistently gave preference to others.4 

Throughout his lifetime, Dad endeavored to know God, and serve Him will a loyal heart, 
and a willing mind.5 

I learned a lot from observing my dad over our years together, and while I’m certainly 
not in his “league” when it comes to being humble, nonetheless, it is my heart’s desire to 
emulate my earthy father’s approach with others, and bring honor and glory to my Father in 
heaven. 

“God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble.  Therefore, humble 
yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time, 

casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you.” 1 Peter 5:5-7 

Sunrise at Green Hill Park in Worcester, MA 

Sunset on the Mediterranean Sea 

in Caesarea, Israel 
  1  Ephesians 5:1  
  2  Ephesians 5:21  

  3  Philippians 2:3  
  4  Romans 12:10  

  5  1 Chronicles 28:9  
 

In loving memory of 

my father, Daniel W. 

Hemming 

January 12, 1933 – 

November 30, 2012 

https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=537465225
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=537465260
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=537465323
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=537465370
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=537465709
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Walking on the Emmaus Road at Christmas 

W ould you walk with me as we travel through this holiday landscape towards 

Christmas just as two disciples once found themselves on the road to Emmaus? 

Perhaps, like those like-minded travelers, we are a little dazed and confused by the events of 

the season where Jesus Christ has been removed from much of the social scene and replaced 

with non-offensive symbols, empty traditions and generic spirituality.  Oh, sure, Jesus is still 

remembered from time to time, but the figure of Christ that the world puts before our eyes is 

often so distorted that we do not even recognize Him anymore. 

Who is this “TV Jesus” that speaks “cool lines” that are “theologically plausible,” but outside 

the inspired word of God?  What are we to make of the “Transgender Jesus” that is defended by 

a Cambridge dean as a “legitimate” viewpoint?  And why are people laughing at the “Meme 

Jesus” in social media who wears swag gear and sunglasses to make hip, coarse jokes? 

No wonder people are losing the true joy of the season!  Are we to believe that this common 

depression is solely due to a seasonal affective disorder during shortened winter days?  Is it from 

unmet expectations of a romantic Hallmark Christmas that never materializes in real life? 

More likely, as sincere believers, we are somewhat discouraged by the hype and idolatry that 

corrupts the very real and profound incarnation of our Lord and Savior and turns that joyous, 

historic event into the consumer-driven focus of tinseled pine, a jolly old elf, and a red-nosed 

reindeer.  No wonder we sometimes speak to each other of spiritual weariness, melancholy, or 

confusion in the midst of this pretense.  What happened to our once-clear view of Jesus Christ 

now obstructed by all these twinkling baubles in the world? 

It is here that I find great comfort in thinking about the two disciples on their way to 

Emmaus, who were confused and saddened by what had transpired in Jerusalem with the 

unexpected death of Jesus.  They, too, had momentarily lost sight of their Lord, but how gracious 

Jesus was to walk beside them in their hour of need. 

Likewise, how marvelous it would be if the Lord Jesus would see us traveling along in a 

similar spiritual malaise this Christmas season and graciously draw near to us to ask, “What is 

this conversation that you are holding with each other as you walk?” 

Then I, like Cleopas, would answer Him, “Do you not see what is happening in these days?”  

And He would say to us, “What things?”  And I would say to Him, “Concerning Jesus of 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Nazareth, the Son of the living God, who has been relegated to the icon of a plastic doll in a 

fictional nativity scene, surrounded by three kings of the orient, a drummer boy, and a 

talking ox; and how priests still deliver Him up to crucify him again and again to no avail.  

How can we still see the true Christ when the world has brought forth a Jesus of vain 

tradition that is too often confused with Santa Claus?” 

And Jesus might say to us, as He did to them: “O fools, and slow of heart to believe all 

that the prophets have spoken: Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter 

into His glory?” 

And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, He expounds to us in all the Scriptures the 

things concerning Himself.  And again He says to us, “These are the words which I spake 

unto you, while I was yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled, which were written in 

the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms, concerning Me.” 

And suddenly, as His words become a lamp to our feet and a light to our path, the dark 

confusion of this world and her many false Christs disappear from view, and we see Him 

once more in all His vivid glory as Lord and Savior: 

• He would be born of a woman: Genesis 3:15; Matthew 1:20; Galatians 4:4 

• He would be born in Bethlehem: Micah 5:2; Matthew 2:1; Luke 2:4-6 

• He would be born of a virgin: Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:22-23; Luke 1:26-31 

• He would come from the line of Abraham: Genesis 12:3; Genesis 22:18; Matthew 

1:1; Romans 9:5 

• He would be a descendant of Isaac: Genesis 17:19; Genesis 21:12; Luke 3:34 

• He would be a descendant of Jacob: Numbers 24:17; Matthew 1:2 

• He would come from the tribe of Judah: Genesis 49:10; Luke 3:33; Hebrews 7:14 

• He would be heir to King David’s throne: 2 Samuel 7:12-13; Isaiah 9:7; Luke 1:32-

33; Romans 1:3 

• His throne will be anointed and eternal: Psalm 45:6-7; Daniel 2:44; Luke 1:33; 

Hebrews 1:8-12 

• He would be called Immanuel: Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:23 

• He would spend a season in Egypt: Hosea 11:1; Matthew 2:14-15 

• A massacre of children would happen at His birthplace: Jeremiah 31:15; Matthew 

2:16-18 

•  A messenger would prepare the way for Him: Isaiah 40:3-5; Luke 3:3-6 

• He would be rejected by his own people: Psalm 69:8; Isaiah 53:3; John 1:11; John 

7:5 

• He would be a prophet: Deuteronomy 18:15; Acts 3:20-22 

• He would be preceded by Elijah: Malachi 4:5-6; Matthew 11:13-14 

• He would be declared the Son of God: Psalm 2:7; Matthew 3:16-17 

• He would be called a Nazarene: Isaiah 11:1; Matthew 2:23 

• He would bring light to Galilee: Isaiah 9:1-2; Matthew 4:13-16 

• He would speak in parables: Psalm 78:2-4; Isaiah 6:9-10; Matthew 13:10-15, Matt. 

13:34-35 

• He would be sent to heal the brokenhearted: Isaiah 61:1-2; Luke 4:18-19 

• He would be a priest after the order of Melchizedek: Psalm 110:4; Hebrews 5:5-6 

• He would be called King: Psalm 2:6; Zechariah 9:9; Matthew 27:37; Mark 11:7-11 

• He would be praised by little children: Psalm 8:2; Matthew 21:16 

• He would be betrayed: Psalm 41:9; Zechariah 11:12-13; Luke 22:47-48; Matthew 

26:14-16 

• His price money would be used to buy a potter’s field: Zechariah 11:12-13; 

Matthew 27:9-10 

(Continued from page 8) 

(Continued on page 10) 

Emmaus Road at Christmas 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%203.15
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%201.20
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gal%204.4
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Micah%205.2
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%202.1
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%202.4-6
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isa%207.14
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%201.22-23
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%201.26-31
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%2012.3
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%2022.18
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%201.1
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%201.1
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%209.5
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%2017.19
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%2021.12
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%203.34
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Num%2024.17
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%201.2
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%2049.10
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%203.33
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb%207.14
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Sam%207.12-13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isa%209.7
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%201.32-33
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%201.32-33
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%201.3
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%2045.6-7
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Dan%202.44
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%201.33
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb%201.8-12
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isa%207.14
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%201.23
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Hos%2011.1
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%202.14-15
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Jer%2031.15
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%202.16-18
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%202.16-18
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isa%2040.3-5
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%203.3-6
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%2069.8
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isa%2053.3
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%201.11
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%207.5
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%207.5
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Deut%2018.15
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%203.20-22
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mal%204.5-6
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2011.13-14
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%202.7
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%203.16-17
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isa%2011.1
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%202.23
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isa%209.1-2
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%204.13-16
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%2078.2-4
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isa%206.9-10
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2013.10-15
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt.%2013.34-35
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt.%2013.34-35
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isa%2061.1-2
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%204.18-19
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%20110.4
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb%205.5-6
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%202.6
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Zech%209.9
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2027.37
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mark%2011.7-11
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%208.2
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2021.16
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%2041.9
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Zech%2011.12-13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%2022.47-48
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2026.14-16
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2026.14-16
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Zech%2011.12-13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2027.9-10
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• He would be falsely accused: Psalm 35:11; Mark 14:57-58 

• He would be silent before his accusers: Isaiah 53:7; Mark 15:4-5 

• He would be spat upon and struck: Isaiah 50:6; Matthew 26:67 

• He would be hated without cause: Psalm 35:19; Psalm 69:4; John 15:24-25 

• He would be crucified with criminals: Isaiah 53:12; Matthew 27:38; Mark 15:27-28 

• He would be given vinegar to drink: Psalm 69:21; Matthew 27:34; John 19:28-30 

• His hands and feet would be pierced: Psalm 22:16; Zechariah 12:10; John 20:25-27 

• He would be mocked and ridiculed: Psalm 22:7-8; Luke 23:35 

• Soldiers would gamble for His garments: Psalm 22:18; Luke 23:34; Matthew 27:35-

36 

• His bones would not be broken: Exodus 12:46; Psalm 34:20; John 19:33-36 

• He would be forsaken by God: Psalm 22:1; Matthew 27:46 

• He would pray for his enemies: Psalm 109:4; Luke 23:34 

• Soldiers would pierce His side: Zechariah 12:10; John 19:34 

• He would be buried with the rich: Isaiah 53:9; Matthew 27:57-60 

• He would resurrect from the dead: Psalm 16:10; Psalm 49:15; Matthew 28:2-7; Acts 

2:22-32 

• He would ascend to heaven: Psalm 24:7-10; Mark 16:19; Luke 24:51 

• Christ would be seated at God’s right hand: Psalm 68:18; Psalm 110:1; Mark 16:19; 

Matthew 22:44 

• He would be a sacrifice for sin: Isaiah 53:5-12; Romans 5:6-8  
 

Thus, Jesus opens our minds to understand the Scriptures, and says to us, “Thus it is 
written, and thus it behooved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day: and 
that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in His name among all nations, 
beginning at Jerusalem.  And ye are witnesses of these things, for I am the Christ.” 

 In response we exclaim, Hallelujah!  What 
great joy immediately returns to us as we 
meditate on the glory of Jesus Christ found in 
God’s word!  For our eyes are now opened, and 
we again recognize Him for who He truly is, and 

we see and worship the true Christ regardless of 
the world’s mindless and blasphemous holiday 

distractions.  Do we not say to each other, “Did our 
hearts not burn within us while He talked to us on 

this road, while He opened to us the Scriptures?” 
 Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, as we walk 
down the road to Christmas Day, may we as joyful 
disciples draw alongside the true Jesus, our risen 

Lord and Savior, and learn from Him as He tarries 
with us along the way.  Yes, sometimes it is hard to see 

Him in the dimness of this dark world; but through faith, our 
Savior is as real to us as if we saw Him with mortal eyes.  To this 

truth, Peter so aptly reminds us: 
 “Though you have not seen Him, you love Him, and though 
you do not see Him now, but believe in Him, you greatly rejoice 
with joy inexpressible and full of glory, obtaining as the 

outcome of your faith the salvation of your souls” (1 Peter 1:6-9). 
With this glorious thought in mind, I extend this hearty Christmas greeting to the 

fellowship of the saints who have apprehended the person of Jesus with the eyes of faith.  
May peace be with you all during this joyous season of hope in celebration of Jesus Christ 
come in the flesh, the true Light shining among mankind to bring salvation to those who 
would believe in Him.  Amen! 

by C. R. Carmichael | Dec 4, 2022  

(Continued from page 9) 
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†  
 

A s the temperature drops and the seasons change remember homeless 

people are on their feet all day, and the only pair of socks they own 

are very likely to be threadbare.  Once again, this year we are collecting socks 

and toiletries for the men’s homeless shelter throughout the winter months.  

Place donations in the bins in the back of the church or Crocker Hall. 

 

†  Quilt Raffle 

T he St. Paul’s quilters will be raffling off two quilts 

this year, a tree in an attic window quilt and a Santa  

quilt.  Tickets are $5 each 

or 5 tickets for $20 and 

will be on sale during 

coffee hour between 

services in Crocker Hall.  

All the money will be 

donated to Father Joe’s 

discretionary fund.  

Raffle drawing will be 

held December 18 during 

coffee hour after the first 

service. 

  - St. Paul's Quilters 
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Greetings! 
 

O ur annual Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols will be held at St. Paul's this 
week, on Sunday, December 11 at 5 pm.  This traditional service has a 

wonderful history in the Anglican Church!  In short, Lessons and Carols is a service 
that is held on or near Christmas Eve each year (we do it a little early at St. Paul's for 

practical reasons!), and our service, like most, is modeled on the 
order set forward by King's College, Cambridge way back in 1918.  
That service is still going strong and is broadcast every year through 
the BBC (and your local public radio stations) on Christmas Eve.  
 While the King's College version has become the royal standard, 
the idea of a Lessons and Carols service goes back much further.  In 
1880, a Bishop in Cornwall (Edward White Benson) put together 
the prototype, inspired by two things.  First, the singing of 
Christmas carols was really not done much in church in the 19th 
century.  Christmas carols, many of which were secular, were songs 
that would be more likely been sung by going door to door.  That, 
in and of itself, is a great tradition and a seemingly lost art.  I 
remember doing it as a child growing up.  Today, we perhaps get 
rather suspicious if a group of strangers shows up and rings the 
doorbell, unless it's Halloween!  Anyway, Bishop Benson thought 
there should be more carol singing in church and as part of 
Christian worship.  Second, the idea of a special Christmas Eve 
service incorporating such carols came to Bishop Benson as a way of 

getting people that might otherwise spend their Christmas Eve in the local pub to 
actually come to church.  If Wikipedia can be believed, there were about 400 people 
that showed up to that first service.  Genius! 

The framework of the service is centered around the nine Bible readings that 
cover the fall of humanity (from Genesis), the promised coming of the Messiah (from 
Isaiah), and the birth of Jesus (from the Gospels).  The readings (which stay the same 
from year to year) alternate with musical selections (which change from year to year).  
Those selections range from traditional carols sung by the entire congregation, to 
other appropriate hymns and special anthems presented by the choir. 

The service is not like a traditional Sunday morning service with a sermon and 
communion.  For this reason, it is great way to invite people that may be more 
"church-shy" into the sanctuary.  Maybe this was Bishop Benson's intent in the first 
place!  I have always seen the service as an outreach to the larger community…so 
invite your friends!  

While Lessons and Carols is a choir-led service, there is always plenty for the 
congregation to do.  I want to emphasize that it is a service, NOT a concert!  All said, 

(Continued on page 13) 

by Kirsten Peterson, Organist & Choirmaster 
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there are 14 different musical pieces!  16 if you include the prelude and postlude!  So 
what made the list this year?  Representing the more traditional carols are the 
following: 

• Once in Royal David's City 
• Angels From the Realms of Glory 
• This is the Truth Sent From Above (an English folk carol we will be 

singing to the tune of "O Come, O Come Emmanuel") 
• In the Bleak Midwinter (in a special choir arrangment)  
• Of the Father's Love Begotten 
• Go Tell it on the Mountain (in a special choir arrangement) 
• On this Day Earth Shall Ring 
• Angels We Have Heard on High 
• Silent Night (coupled with the beautiful song Night of Silence) 
• Hark! the Herald Angels Sing 

There are a couple of hymns that we'll use as well, meaning that they aren't 
typically thought of as "traditional Christmas carols" but they are highly associated 
with the Christmas season: 

• Ye Who Claim the Faith of Jesus 
• A Stable Lamp is Lighted 

And two special anthems, or choral pieces: 
• Come, Emmanuel (by the contemporary Christian singer-songwriter Twila 

Paris) 
• Sleep, Little Lamb (by the choral director/composer Joseph Martin) 

Framing the entire service will be an organ prelude based on "In the Bleak 
Midwinter" and a postlude based on the carol "Unto Us a Boy is Born." 

Aren't you excited?  I am!  And the choir sounds particularly great this year.  
They've been working hard, so be sure to come out to support them as well. 

While the musical selections are variable from year to year, there are two 
selections that traditionally remain the same: the opening "Once in Royal David's 
City" and the closing "Hark! the Herald Angels Sing."  At the opening of the service, 
a soloist always sings the first verse, members of the choir sing the second verse, and 
the congregation joins by verse 3…and the procession begins.  

 Here you can watch 
the opening as sung by the 
King's College Choir in 
2013.  In order to keep 
him from getting nervous, 
the boy who will sing the 
opening solo is told only 
right before the service!  
Yikes!  Maybe I should try 
that this year… 
 Until then… 
 Peace and blessings, 
 Kirsten 

(Continued from page 12) Choir Notes 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PtiCLJvyePw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PtiCLJvyePw
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†  The Glory of Carmel and Sharon  
 

I saiah had been predicting the destruction 

of Jerusalem and the exile of its people.  

He closes our Old Testament lesson this week 

with more positive message about their return.  

The restoration with be accompanied with an 

abundance both in nature and the health of the 

people.  The desert will be like Carmel, a 

mountain range in northern Israel.  It was well-

watered and flourished.  Sharon was also a 

fertile region that stretched form the 

Mediterranean to the central mountains of Israel.  

Both Carmel and Sharon contrast dramatically 

with desert regions of Judah. 

†  Come Saturday 

Morning 
 

E ach Saturday 

morning from 7:30 - 

9 our John 21-12 

group meets at 

Theo’s Downtown 

Diner in New 

Milford.  Join 

friends and lively 

theological discussion.  

All are welcome.  Theo’s is located at 14 Railroad Street, across from the train station. 

†  Wednesday Morning Healing Service  
  

D o you need a pick me up in the middle of the week?  Or are 

you looking for some healing prayer?  Or maybe you’re just 

interested in a smaller, quieter, more intimate worship experience 

than our Sunday celebrations.  Join us each week on Wednesdays at 

10 am for Holy Communion and healing along with an inspirational 

homily from Fr. Joe.  Our mid-week service offers all the above.  

Following the service, coffee and fellowship is available as well as a 

lively Bible Study in the Guild Room until noon. 

 

†  Christmas Memorials 
 There are envelopes on the back table for anyone wishing to remember 

loved ones and friends this Christmas season by placing a beautiful 

poinsettia plant in the church in their memory.  All names will be listed in the 

Christmas Eve bulletin.  Memorials are due by Sunday, December 18.  If you have 

any questions, please contact Doug Melody at altarflowers@yahoo.com.  

 

https://biblehub.com/john/21-12.htm
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/videos/864008333997138/
mailto:altarflowers@yahoo.com
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Note: In October, Jeffrey Mello became the 16th Bishop of the Episcopal Church in 

Connecticut.  Each week we are looking at the bishops who preceded him and the long and 

storied history of our diocese. 

†  Chauncey Bunce Brewster, (1848 – 1941) 

 Episcopate 1899-1928  

Fifth Bishop of Connecticut 
 

C 
hauncey Bunce Brewster was the first Bishop of Connecticut in the twentieth 
century.  Many of the programs which shaped the diocese to the present day 
were established and came to fruition from 1899 to1928 when he served as 

diocesan bishop. 
Chauncy Bunce Brewster was born in Windham, Connecticut.  

His father, The Rev Joseph Brewster was the Rector of St. Paul’s 
Church and his mother was Eleanor Bunce.  Chauncy attended 
Hopkins Grammar School in New Haven and entered Yale 
University graduating in 1868.  The future bishop entered 
Berkeley Divinity School in Middletown and graduated in 1872.  
He was ordained deacon in 1872 and priest in 1873.  His first 
assignment was as curate at St. Andrew’s Church, Meriden.  He 
had been at Meriden only a year when he was called to be Rector 
of Christ Church, Rye, New York.  He had been at Rye only a few 
months when he married Susan Huntington Whitney, the 
granddaughter of Eli Whitney, the inventor of the cotton gin.  He 
had served as rector for nine years when he was called to be Rector 
of Christ Church, Detroit, Michigan.  It was during his tenure at 
Christ Church that his wife passed away in1885 and shortly 
thereafter his infant son, Eli, also died.  Within a year Fr. Brewster 
accepted a call to the rectorship of Grace Church, Baltimore, 
Maryland.  After three years at Grace Church he accepted a call to 
be rector of Grace Church, Brooklyn Heights, New York.  It was 
while serving as Rector of Grace Church that he married Alice 
Tucker Stephenson.  They had a daughter, Eleanor Longfellow 
Brewster. 

During his tenure in Michigan and followed by that in 
Maryland and New York he was very active in diocesan affairs, 
serving on the Standing Committee and as a Deputy to General 
Convention.  He also served as Chancellor of the Diocese of Long Island.  While serving as 
Deputy to the General Convention from the Diocese of Long Island in 1895 he was 
appointed to the Commission on Christian Unity.  It was this appointment that led him to a 
lifelong interest in Christian Unity which became one of the hallmarks of his episcopacy.  

(Continued on page 16) 
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His name had been suggested for election to the episcopacy in several dioceses and when 
Bishop Williams asked for a bishop coadjutor in 1896 The Rev. Chauncy Brewster’s name 
was one of those suggested.  The election was in St. John’s Church, Waterbury, on June 8, 
1896.  There were fourteen nominees and Chauncy Bunce Brewster was elected on the 
eleventh ballot.  He was consecrated bishop on October 28, 1897 in Trinity Church, New 
Haven.   

Bishop Brewster, although certainly a son of Connecticut, had spent almost his entire 
ministry outside the diocese which he was now called to lead and it is these experiences 
which helped shape the style of leadership he would bring as he led the diocese into the new 

century.  Bishop Williams died February 7, 1899 and Bishop Brewster 
became the diocesan.  He served in that position to 1928, almost thirty 
years.  It was during his episcopate that he addressed a number of issues 
that had been on his mind for some years.  The welfare of the clergy 
was a pressing concern and he arranged that the salaries of the clergy be 
raised, saying “a man cannot do the best work at the lowest wage when 
harassed by pecuniary anxiety.”  He also was one of the bishops that 
helped found the Church Pension Fund. 
 The Bishop felt the diocese needed to be re-called to its vocation as 
a missionary church.  He pointed out the need for new parishes 
particularly in rural areas of the state.  He never failed to point out that 
what too many were apt to forget that Connecticut was, in reality, a 
rural diocese, in spite of the fact that its strength, numerically and 
financially lay in the cities.  At the General Convention in 1901, the 
first he attended as a bishop, the issue of world mission was a major 
issue and the financial need for support of that work required the 
participation of every diocese.  Bishop Brewster urged that Connecticut 
contribute its share, remarking that missionary work is all one, “be it 
done beside the quiet Quinnipiac or the broad Yang-tse.”  Eventually he 
was elected a member of the World Conference of Christian Bodies 
which became the Commission on Faith and Order.  Another issue 
which he had long supported, beginning when he served as a deputy to 
General Convention from the Diocese of Michigan in 1883 was the 
dropping from the title of the Church the word “Protestant.”  He said in 
1901, “I have seen no reason to change my mind.”  In this issue he was 

not successful. 
Locally he faced an issue which had periodically surfaced during the episcopate of his 

predecessors and that was the division of the diocese.  This failed to pass when proposed, 
but it did enable the bishop to raise the matter of episcopal assistance.  “My thought” he 
said, “is not that I may do less work, but that I may be free to do better work.”  The only 
result was an increase in the Fund for the Support of the Episcopate” to enable the bishop to 
hire retired bishops to come in and perform confirmations.  He felt that this was not 
satisfactory and after repeatedly bringing the matter before conventions and even holding 
several unsuccessful elections, he raised the issue once again and this time a suffragan 
bishop, the Rev. Edmund Campion Acheson, the Rector of Holy Trinity, Middletown was 
elected and consecrated.   

Bishop Brewster was also concerned about another issue which he had discussed and 
written about from time to time, and that was having a cathedral church for the diocese.  
Many issues needed to be resolved but in 1917, the twentieth year of the bishop’s 
consecration, Christ Church, Hartford, was designated as the cathedral to serve as the 
diocesan center and as a witness in Connecticut’s capitol city.   

Other administrative matters concerned him and these resulted in the addition of lay men 
as members to the Standing Committee which had been composed of clergy only.  The 
executive council and what would become the Donations and Bequests for Church Purposes 
was also begun.  His concern for youth work and college ministry was illustrated by the 
establishment of the Episcopal Church at Yale which was supported by the Bishop 
Chauncey Bunce Brewster Memorial Fund.  He was also instrumental in establishing work 

(Continued from page 15) 

(Continued on page 17) 

Chauncey Brewster 



 17 

 

 

among congregations of newly arrived immigrants, most especially those from Italy.  
Among other pastoral concerns were those among heretofore neglected groups and he 
established the Silent Mission for work among the deaf.  A strong supporter of labor he was 
vocal in supporting workingmen and women during the strikes 
following World War I. 

Bishop Brewster, who was an inspiring preacher and 
communicator, felt that an active diocese was one in which 
information needed to be shared about the work of the church.  
One of the first things he did when he became diocesan was to 
begin a diocesan magazine, The Connecticut Churchman 
predecessor of the Good News and now Crux.  His vast 
responsibilities did not allow for much writing but he did manage 
to write four books all of which were published by 1912.  Two of 
the most popular were The Catholic Ideal of the Church (1905) 
and The Kingdom of God And American Life (1912).   

During his episcopate he confirmed 45,000 persons, ordained 
149 men to the diaconate and 99 to the priesthood.  After serving 
for 29 years as bishop coadjutor and then diocesan Bishop 
Brewster resigned in May 1928 at the Diocesan Convention and 
his resignation was accepted by the General Convention the 
following October.  Following his resignation Bishop Brewster 
continued to assist Bishop Acheson and Bishop Budlong with 
visitations and confirmations until an illness incapacitated him in 
1939.  He died peacefully on April 9, 1941 at age 93.  Bishop 
Brewster was a ninth generation descendant of Elder William 
Brewster of Mayflower fame and when at the Lambeth 
Conference in 1920 he preached at St. Andrew’s Church in 
Plymouth, England on the anniversary of the departure of the 
Mayflower for the new world.  He observed that he was not sure 
of what Elder Brewster would have thought of a Bishop 
Brewster!  

(Continued from page 16) Chauncey Brewster 

†  December 
 

D 
ecember was one of the original months in the ancient Roman calendar, which 

was in use from around 750 BC until 45 BC.  In this original Roman calendar, 

December was actually the tenth month.  This placement actually makes a lot 

more sense for December, as this month’s name 

translates into “tenth month.”  When Julius Caesar 

changed the calendar in 45 BC to the Julian calendar, 

he added two months, January and February, which 

were inserted at the beginning of the calendar year.  

These changes have forever cursed December to be a 

month with the wrong name.  

The Anglo-Saxons originally had their own names 

for the month of December.  One of these names was 

“Winter Monath,” which quite obviously translates 

into “Winter Month” and requires no real explanation.  

A second name that the Anglo-Saxons had for 

December was “Yule Monath,” which relates to the 

custom of burning a Yule log during this month as a 

part of the pagan Yule celebrations.  While many of the Yule practices have been lost over 

time, some of them, such as burning a Yule log, is still celebrated in various parts of the 

world today.  
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†  Transforming Saints of God 
 
 

Wednesday, December 7th 
 

Ambrose of Milan 
Bishop and Theologian, 397 

 

A 
mbrose was the son of a Roman governor in 
Gaul, and in 373, he himself became governor 
in Upper Italy.  Though brought up in a 

Christian family, Ambrose had not been baptized.  He 
became involved in the election of a Bishop of Milan only 
as mediator between the battling factions of Arians and 
Nicene Christians.  The election was important, because 
the victorious party would control the powerful see of 
Milan. 

Ambrose exhorted the nearly riotous mob to keep the 
peace and to obey the law.  Suddenly both sides raised the 
cry, “Ambrose shall be our bishop!”  He protested, but the 
people persisted.  Hastily baptized, he was ordained as a 
bishop on December 7, 373. 

Ambrose rapidly won renown as a defender of 
orthodoxy against Arianism and as a statesman of the 
church.  He was also a skillful hymnodist.  He introduced 
antiphonal chanting to enrich the liturgy and wrote 
straightforward, practical discourses to educate his people 
in such matters of doctrine as Baptism, the Trinity, the 
Eucharist, and the Person of Christ.  His persuasive 
preaching was an important factor in the conversion of Augustine of Hippo. 

Ambrose did not fear to rebuke emperors, including the hot-headed Theodosius, whom 
he forced to do public penance for the slaughter of several thousand citizens of 
Thessalonica.  He also preached passionate sermons in defense of the poor and the needy.  
In a homily on Naboth’s vineyard (1 Kings 21) he declares: “The story of Naboth is an old 
one, but it is repeated every day.  Who among the rich does not daily covet the goods of 
others?  Who among the wealthy does not make every effort to drive the poor person out 
from his little plot and turn the needy out from the boundaries of his ancestral fields?  Who 
is satisfied with what is his?  What rich person’s thoughts are not preoccupied with his 
neighbor’s possessions?  It is not one Ahab who was born, therefore, but - what is worse - 
Ahab is born every day, and never does he die as far as this world is concerned.  For each 
one who dies there are many others who rise up; there are more who steal property than who 
lose it . . .  How far, O rich, will you extend your mad greed?” 

A meditation attributed to him includes these words: “Lord Jesus Christ, you are for me 
medicine when I am sick; you are my strength when I need help; you are life itself when I 
fear death; you are the way when I long for heaven; you are light when all is dark; you are 
my food when I need nourishment.”  Among hymns attributed to Ambrose are “The eternal 
gifts of Christ the King” (The Hymnal 1982, #233; #234), “O Splendor of God’s glory 
bright” (#5), and a series of hymns for the daily office. 

mailto:dszen@yahoo.com
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†  Holy Land, Revisited  

†  Machaerus   
 

Herod the tetrarch heard about all that was happening, and he was greatly 
perplexed because some were saying, “John has been raised from the dead”; others 
were saying, “Elijah has appeared”; still others, “One of the ancient prophets has 
arisen.”  But Herod said, “John I beheaded.  Who then is this about whom I hear 
such things?”  And he kept trying to see him.      Luke 9:7-9 

 

T 
he hilltop fortress of Machaerus, on the eastern side of the Dead Sea in Jordan 
and 33 miles southwest of Amman, is recorded as the place where John the 
Baptist was imprisoned and beheaded.  

John preached a baptism of repentance at the Jordan River 
and foretold the coming of Jesus the Messiah, who was his 
cousin. 

He also criticized Herod Antipas, the governor of Galilee 
and Perea, for unlawfully marrying his half-brother’s wife, 
Herodias - thereby earning her enmity. 

Herod Antipas imprisoned John, but Mark’s Gospel says 
he protected him, “knowing that he was a righteous and holy 
man”, and “liked to listen to him” (6:20). 

 

Herod built ‘breathtaking’ palace 
Machaerus (the name means “black fortress”) was one of a 

series of hilltop strongholds established by Herod the Great - 
the father of Antipas - along the edge of the Jordan Valley and 
Dead Sea. 

Protected on three sides by deep ravines, it afforded seclusion and safety in times of 
political unrest.  Fire signals linked Machaerus to Herod’s other fortresses and to Jerusalem. 

 On top of the mountain, more than 1,200 yards above the Dead 
Sea, Herod erected a fortress wall with high corner towers.  In the 
center he built a palace that was “breathtaking in size and beauty”, 
according to Josephus.  Numerous cisterns were dug to collect 
rainwater. 
When Herod the Great died in 4 BC, Machaerus passed to his son 
Herod Antipas, who ruled Galilee and Perea (an area on the eastern 
side of the Jordan River) until AD 39. 
 

Jesus appeared before Antipas 
Herod Antipas had married Phasaelis, daughter of King Aretas of 
Nabatea, the kingdom whose capital was Petra.  But while visiting 
Rome in AD 26 he stayed with his half-brother Herod Philip I and fell 

(Continued on page 20) 

Ruins of Herod’s palace on Machaerus  

Herod Antipas, by James Tissot  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AoizSL-TEJQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AoizSL-TEJQ
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in love with Philip’s wife Herodias. 
When Phasaelis learned that Antipas intended to divorce her and marry Herodias, she 

obtained permission to visit Machaerus and from there fled to her father in Nabatea. 
Antipas’s rejection of Phasaelis added a personal note to existing disputes with King 

Aretas over the boundary of Perea and Nabatea.  In AD 36 Aretas attacked Antipas and 
completely destroyed his army. 

According to Josephus, some of the Jews saw this devastating defeat as divine retribution 
for killing John the Baptist. 

Some time before the war with Aretas, Jesus was arrested in Jerusalem and brought 
before Pontius Pilate.  When Pilate learnedd that Jesus came from Galilee, he sent him to 
Herod Antipas, who was also in Jerusalem at the time. 

Luke’s Gospel says Antipas “had been wanting to see him for a long time” and “was 
hoping to see him perform some sign.”  He questioned Jesus at length, but Jesus gave no 
answer.  Antipas then mocked Jesus and sent him back to Pilate in an elegant robe. (23:8-11) 

 

Romans captured fortress by deception 
In AD 39 Herod Antipas was accused of conspiring 

against the Roman emperor Caligula, who exiled him to 
Gaul. 

At the time of the First Jewish Revolt (AD 66-73), 
Machaerus was in the hands of Jewish rebels.  Roman 
forces took the fortress only by deception - they captured 
a young Jewish defender and threatened to crucify him if 
the rebels did not surrender. 

When the rebels agreed to abandon Machaerus, the 
Romans systematically dismantled the Herodian 
fortifications. 

Excavations at the site have uncovered remains of 
Herod’s palace, including rooms designed around a 
central courtyard, an elaborate bath and floor mosaics. 

Work on partially reconstructing the throne room 
where Salome is said to have danced was begun by 
archaeologists in 2020. 

Below the hilltop ruins on the eastern side is the village of Mukawir, where excavations 
have found evidence of three Byzantine churches built in the 6th century. 

(Continued from page 19) 

 

B ecause of this week’s Collect, some call Advent III “stir-

up” Sunday.  As stewards, how do we seek to be stirred-

up so we may faithfully respond to God’s will for us in this 

journey of life we travel”  What are the tools we use so we 

might be fashioned into the bread and nourishment God wants 

not only for us, but for us to share with others? 

Columns from Herod’s palace on Machaerus  

Machaerus 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“You too must be patient.  Make you hearts firm, 

because the coming of the Lord is at hand.” James 5:8 
 

P atience is another one of those things many of us 

struggle with.  We want things to go according to 

our plan and our schedule.  Any change brings anxiety and 

fear.  Through daily prayer we better align themselves with 

God’s will and His plan, which is far better than anything 

we can come up with on our own. 
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†  Recovery & Self-Reflection Group 

E very Sunday evening at 7 pm in the Guild Room, Gordy Hiltz is 

convening a new Recovery & Self-Reflection group.  It will be a 

"fellowship meeting for those who are 

looking to make amends with past decisions 

by reflecting on where we've been, are now, 

and would like to be.  This will be 

accomplished using topic guided discussions, 

increasing self awareness for our day to day 

actions, with the goal of being a slightly 

better version of ourselves from who we 

were the day before each and every day." 

 

Sunrise at Green Hill Park in Worcester, MA Advent Brunch Follows 

Sunday, Dec. 11th, 10:30 

Of whom did Jesus say: "Among those born of 

women there has not risen anyone greater than 

[he]?"  

Matthew 11:11 NIV  

http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Matthew+11:11&version=NIV&showfn=yes
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†  Art in the Christian Tradition 
 

St. John the Baptist in Prison, Visited by Salomé, 
Drawing possibly by Guercino (Giovanni Francesco Barbieri, 1591–1666), 

Mid 17th century, brown ink and iron gall ink with brown wash, 
© Princeton University Art Museum. Gift of Nathan V. Hammer  

 

I 
n Sunday’s Gospel reading we hear about John the Baptist being locked up in prison 
(as depicted in our 17th century old master drawing) and that he sent his disciples to 
ask Jesus some questions.  We may have thought that John would have known all 

the answers already, but no, even he had questions for Jesus.  It is a passage that can give us 
comfort: if even John the 
Baptist, the powerful, 
austere, humble man who 
held such a high esteem 
among the Jews, still had 
questions, then it ok for 
us to have lots of 
questions too. 
 John the Baptist 
doesn’t just sit on the 
question though.  No.  
John takes initiative and 
sends messengers to 
Jesus.  So, rather than 
just endless pondering 
over questions, he takes 
firm, resolute action and 
sends his friends to seek 
the answers straight from 
Jesus himself. 
 And what does Jesus 
do?  Well, Jesus does not 
send back reassurances; 
he just asks the 
messengers to open their 
eyes and see the evidence 
of Jesus’ life and all the 
miracles he did.  It would 

have been easier for Jesus to reassure John in a very straightforward way, but by not doing 
so, he asks John to keep digging more and more deeply in the mystery of his own faith. 

We are not exactly sure who this drawing is by.  It certainly is in the style of Guercino or 
even by his hand.  A full attribution hasn't been conformed.  We see saint John in his prison 
cell.  He is looking through the prison window at Salomé, who is paying him a visit.  The 
beautiful brown ink strokes on paper are full of dynamism and life.  We see a master artist at 
work.  John’s gaze is strong, resolute and focused. 

†  A Reed Swayed by the Wind 
 

J 
ohn the Baptist had been expecting a violent judgment day.  It would be initiated 

by the coming Messiah with fire.  He must have been amazed and confused when 

the pacifist Jesus did not match his expectations.  After his imprisonment he sent 

some of his disciples to press the issue.  Would Jesus provoke a revolution?  Was he the 

promised agent of divine vengeance? 

Jesus may be referring to John's vacillation when he muses about a "reed swayed by the 

wind."  Christ explained to John's followers that his notion of the Messiah was more in line 

with Isaiah's prophecy of a bringer of peace and healing in the first reading. 
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†  Electronic Giving 

A s a reminder, Saint Paul’s continues to offer the electronic giving option for 

making your regular donations.  Contributions can be debited automatically from 

your checking/savings account or your credit/debit card.  Our electronic giving program 

offers convenience for you and provides much needed donation 

consistency for our congregation.  There is no cost to you to use this 

system.  Also there will be no changes if you choose to still use 

your present method of giving.  The system is simple using the following 

steps below. 

Sign on to the church website at www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.  

Click on the “Give Now” button at the top left of the first page.  

Click on the “Create Profile” button to create your unique on line 

profile.  After you have created your profile, follow the on line 

instructions to schedule your contribution. 

If you have any questions, please contact Chuck Allen at 203-

775-6633 or treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. 

Name Tags - Please be courteous to your fellow 
parishioners, to newcomers, visiting clergy and guests by 
extending a warm welcome to them and by wearing your 
name tag.  And remember to wear them to coffee hour as 
well. 

http://www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
mailto:treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
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†  Follow Us Live 

S treaming live our many worship services and events is nothing new for St. 
Paul’s.   We’ve been doing it for eight years.  “It was really meaningful to 

me and my wife as I'm sure was to many others "attending" from home.  I hadn't 
experienced a live-streamed service before and had no idea it could still feel like 
corporate worship even though we are all separated.  It's an understatement to say 
it was very comforting to come together like this.”   

 Recently we upgraded our broadcasts with four new cameras 
located around the sanctuary. 
 Most of our services are available on YouTube Live or 
Facebook Live.  Check it out and why not introduce it to your 
friends who may be looking for a church and don’t know what 
to expect?  The services can be watched live or later online.  Just 
click on the YouTube button or tab 
on our website for more info. 

 Dec 18th 

†  Greening of the Church 

P lease join us for the "Greening of the Church" on Saturday, December 10th, at 10 

am. Everyone is welcome to come enjoy Christmas cookies, egg nog and fellowship 

as we share in this traditional time of decorating the church with wreaths, candles and live 

greens.  Thank you.  

https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
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COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 

Dec 11th 8 am -  Maier’s     10:30 am -  Pageant 
Nov 18th  8 am -  Thomas’s    10:30 am -  Simon’s 
Dec 25th     10:30 am -  Szen’s 

Contact Mary Allen at 

203-775-6633 or 

chamla@charter.net. 

†  Wednesday Service Growing in Popularity 

O ur mid-week Wednesday morning 10 am Holy Eucharist with 

healing prayer has been growing consistently.  With live music 

and a brief homily from Fr. Joe, this service is just what you need to 

sutain you through the week.  Come join us and check it out or watch 

on YouTube Live. 

 

†  Ladies Tuesday Morning Bible 

Study 

T he Tuesday Morning Ladies Bible Study 

is currently studying Ruth & Esther. 

Zoom is available and all are invited (ladies 

only please!).  They meet every Tuesday at 9:30 

in Crocker Hall or by Zoom.  Contact Mary 

Beth Durkin durkin.mb@gmail.com for the 

Zoom link and further information. 

Take a Hanger 

Fill a Hanger 

We are holding our annual Coat Drive to benefit the various agencies in 

Danbury that assist the homeless.  “Take a Hanger” from the rack we’ll 

have at the back of the church this weekend.  Check your closets for 

those unused coats.  And “Fill a Hanger.”  Bring it back to St. Paul’s 

and we’ll get that coat on the back of someone who needs it. 

mailto:Hi%20Dave. %20Could%20you%20please%20add%20that%20we%20needs%20Coffee%20Hour%20hCHAMLA@CHARTER.NET
mailto:durkin.mb@gmail.com
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Greeters Needed 
 

 Greeting people in a warm way makes them feel 
good about their presence in church.  At St. Paul’s, 
we are always looking for people who feel called to 
serve in this important ministry. 
 If you are interested in becoming a greeter, 
please contact Pam Szen (prszen@gmail.com) or 
David Szen. 

†  Ladies Evening Zoom Bible Study 

A 
ll women of St. Paul's and their friends and relatives are invited to join us on 

WEDNESDAY nights 7:00-8:00 pm by Zoom as we study some of the key 

women in the Bible and consider what they have to teach us about following 

God and pursuing God's purpose for our lives.  These topics have many connections with 

our lives. 

There is no homework and you 

are free to join us by Zoom when 

your schedule permits.  Kathy 

Whipple and Carol Wheeler are 

planning 10 sessions including 

women from the OT and the NT.  

Bring your questions and share 

your thoughts, or you can just 

listen without the video if you 

prefer.  We would love to see 

you there.  You are welcome.  

Contact Carol at 

cmeadwheeler@hotmail.com or 

203-525-0011 for the Zoom link 

or check the calendar at the 

church website. 

Available at church on Sunday 
1st Come, 1st Serve 

$25 each 

Proceeds support family & youth ministries 

mailto:prszen@gmail.com
mailto:cmeadwheeler@hotmail.com
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Jul 5, 2019 

 

T 
ara Shepley, Dana Buchanan, & Janet Franklin celebrate 

today.  Lindie Bacon opens presents on Saturday.  Sherri 

Kane blows out candles on Sunday.  Bake a cake for Lori 

O’Hara on Monday.  Sing Happy Birthday to Diane Simone & 

Barbara Hock on Tuesday.  Have a blessed day everyone! 

Prince of 

Peace 
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†  Sermon Shorts 

"L ocation, Appearance, Message.”  To 

replay all our sermons, audio and videos 

follow this link for the Sunday Sermons.  Check 

out our Sermon Archives as well. 

 

†  This Sunday’s Readings 
(Click on the red links for the readings) 

 

Prepare Ye the Way 
 

 Isaiah 35:1-10 

I n the reading from the Hebrew Bible the prophet envisions a time of 
abundance and healing for Israel.  As when the people were led out of Egypt 

into the promised land, so this new return will be in the power of God.  Retribution 
will fall upon the Lord’s enemies, but there will be water in the wilderness for the 
redeemed.  In words that are later used by Jesus to describe what is taking place in 
his ministry, the prophet foretells an age when the blind and deaf, the lame and 
dumb will be healed. 

 Psalm 146:4-9 
A hymn of praise to the Lord, who forms the world and rules in justice, who 

heals and cares for the needy. 
 James 5:7-10 
This lesson is an exhortation to patient expectation in preparation for 

the coming of the Lord.  One may learn from the farmer, who must wait for 
the crop to ripen, or from the prophets who bore suffering with patience.  
Such endurance excludes a grumbling blaming of one another.  The Lord 

will come soon. 
 Matthew 11:2-11 

In our gospel passage Jesus responds 
to a question from John the Baptist about 
his mission and then describes John’s 
ministry.  Jesus’ answer to John’s 
question suggests that people must make 
up their own minds about his role while 
observing the healings that are taking 
place in accordance with ancient 
prophecies.  Those who hear Jesus are also to 
recognize that John is a prophet and more: he is 
the one who prepares for the Lord’s coming. 

 

Matthew 11:2-11 
Jesus honorably does 

NOT answer the question 

directly.  Instead, he tells 

the followers of John to go 

back and report what they 

themselves have seen and 

heard.  In other words, make 

up your own mind; you 

decide who I am.  

http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2018.html
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Advent/AAdv3_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Advent/AAdv3_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Advent/AAdv3_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Advent/AAdv3_RCL.html#GOSPEL
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Christm

as in 

Bethleh

 
†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  Jesus said that the signs of God's dominion were to be seen in the 

healing of the sick, the raising of the dead to new life, and 
the preaching of good news to the poor.  Let us pray that our 
lives may be the instruments of God's work in the world, as 
we pray for: 
 
.....Joe Hock, Harlan Jessup, Jan Brochu and other 
parishioners convalescing in extended care facilities. 
.....St. Thomas’, Bethel; Christ Church, Bethlehem; Old St. 
Andrew’s, Bloomfield. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
.....Ministries to the homeless, for parishes that offer a 
temporary or permanent shelter.  For Chapel on the Green, 
New Haven, Church by the Pond, Hartford, and all Ecclesia ministries. 
.....Clayton Ferry, Barbara Hock, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, Peter Scalzo, Jr., 
Denise, Jennifer, Susan, Anja, Katie, Gail, Doris, Karen, Beverly Hall, Joe Sampson, 
Clare Lyon, Robert, Eve, Roger, Barbara, Alex, Peter, Cynthia, Barbara Castronova, 
Arlene Coleman, Sarah, Doug Melody and David Williams continued healing. 
.....the people of Ukraine; the people of the Republic of Madagascar; the people of Portugal; 
the bishop, clergy and laity of the Diocese of Nyang - The Province of the Episcopal Church 
of South Sudan (Eastern Bahr el Ghazal Province); and our sister and brother members of 

the Baptist Union of Great Britain. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.  
Pray also for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ. 

…..Bethel Community Food Pantry, which is the recipient of our food basket 
collections for the month of December. 
.....Higher Ground Ministries, Danbury, a church partner of the Jericho Partnership. 

.....Our missionaries, Will & Becky McLaughlin and their family, and their 
ministry in Cambodia. 

.....That we realize what we do with the gifts God has given us 
is our gift back to God. 

…..The one third of humanity that does not have access to the 
gospel.  Pray that God would raise up believers who would lovingly 

share about Christ. 
.....Self-Dedication. 
.....those whom we have elected to public office, and for political leaders 
everywhere, that they may administer the tasks of government with courage 
and equity. 

 
 

 

 

“Christmas According to Kids” 

  

 What happens when 
you ask a bunch of kids 

to tell the story of 
Christmas?  Enjoy this 
story of Bethle-ha-ha-
ham and the magical 
star that appeared. 

 
 Bet you can’t watch 

this with a straight 
face! 

. .  

 

https://www.stthomasbethel.org/
https://www.christepiscopalchurchbethlehem.com/
https://oldstandrewschurch.org/
https://oldstandrewschurch.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ukraine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Madagascar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Portugal
https://www.oikoumene.org/member-churches/baptist-union-of-great-britain
https://www.bethelcommunitypantry.org/
https://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/61.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=2&v=suowe2czxcA&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=2&v=suowe2czxcA&feature=emb_logo
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Random Fact of the Week! 

Did you know … that (think about this the next 

time we “Pass the Peace” at church) whenever 

some of the people in a party shake hands, 

the number of people who shake an odd 

number of other 

people's 

hands is 

even?  
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Just For the Joy of It! 
(And Christian Fellowship) 

†  It Takes An Editorial Board 
Contributors to 
Sword Points: 

 

C huck Allen, Dan 
Bacon, Dot 

Crocker, Mary Beth 
Durkin, Steve 
Hemming, Patrick 
O’Connors, Steve 
Hemming, Mary 
Perry, Kirsten 
Peterson, Joe 
Shepley, Pam Szen, 
David Szen, Carol 
Wheeler, Don 
Winkley. 

Ecclesiasticus 43:27 - We could say more but could never 

say enough; let the final word be: ‘He is the all.’   - 30 - 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Handshaking_lemma
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Handshaking_lemma
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Handshaking_lemma
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Handshaking_lemma
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Handshaking_lemma
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/

