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"Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 

according to your word." 

  - Luke 2:29 

Dear Friends, 

T 
his Sunday, we will hear of Jesus’ presentation in the 

Temple and how it reflects the fulfillment of the Old 

Covenant.  According to Old Testament law, a sacrifice 

had to be offered in the Temple when a child was consecrated to 

the Lord.  Mary and Joseph honor this tradition, as Luke recounts 

it. 

 What happens next is the 

appearance of Simeon and 

the Prophetess, Anna, who 

serve as representatives of 

the Old Covenant, 

recognizing Jesus’ Lordship 

as Messiah in this 

culmination of their 

watchful waiting.  When 

Simeon receives Jesus, he 

blesses him, and prophecies 

Jesus’ future as Savior, 

proclaiming him the Light of the world. 

Please welcome back once again our guest preacher, The Rev. 

Canon Nicholas Porter, from Jerusalem Peacebuilders, as he 

takes us deeper into the 

Presentation narrative, and invites 

us to hope in Christ. 

Faithfully, 

Vol. LXIX - No. 2 
 

The Sword of the 
Spirit was started 

in 1954 by The Rev. 
A. Pierce Middleton 

St.  Paul’s  Parish 
174 Whisconier Road 

Brookfield, Connecticut   06804 

(203) 775-9587 

www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com 
 

The Rev. Joseph Shepley, Rector 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Feb   2 - 8:00 am - PraiseBarre  (Zoom) 

  9:30 am - Men’s Study / Discussion Group, Guild Room 
  7:00 pm - Mission Committee, Guild Room 

  7:30 pm - Choir Rehearsal, Sanctuary 

  7:30 pm - Property Committee, Crocker Hall 
Sat, Feb   4 - 7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Bridgewater Village Store 
  8:00 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  10:00 am - PraiseKicks  (Zoom) 

Sun, Feb   5     

 - 8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 

  9:30 am - Adult Class, Guild Room 

  10:15 am - Sunday School, Classrooms 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 

  7:00 pm - Recovery & Self-Reflection, Guild Room 

Mon, Feb   6 - 7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall  (YouTube Live) 
Tue, Feb   7 - 8:00 am - PraiseKicks  (Zoom) 
  9:30 am - Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study, Guild Room 

  7:00 pm - Boy Scout Troop #5 

Wed, Feb   8 -10:00 am - Holy Communion & Healing  (YouTube Live) 

  11-1 pm - Drive-Thru Food Collection 
  7:00 pm - Ladies Evening Bible Study, (Zoom) 

Thu, Feb   9 - 8:00 am - PraiseBarre  (Zoom) 

  9:30 am - Men’s Study / Discussion Group, Guild Room 
  7:30 pm - Choir Rehearsal, Sanctuary 

Sat, Feb 11 - 7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Downtown Diner, New Milford 
  8:00 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  10:00 am - PraiseKicks  (Zoom) 
Sun, Feb 12     

 - 8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 

  9:30 am - Adult Class, Guild Room 

  10:15 am - Sunday School, Classrooms 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 

  7:00 pm - Recovery & Self-Reflection, Guild Room 
 

Check our website daily for schedule updates and new links. 

†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

Thursday, February 2nd 
 

Presentation of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
 

T oday’s (we will celebrate it this coming Sunday) Feast is sometimes 
known as the Purification of Saint Mary the Virgin, sometimes as 

Candlemas.  In the Eastern Church it has been called the Meeting of Christ with 
Simeon.  Such a variety of names is sufficient testimony to the wealth of spiritual 
meaning that generations of Christians have discovered in this small incident. 

The title, “The Presentation,” reminds us of the Jewish law (Exodus 13:2; 
22:29) that every firstborn son had to be dedicated to God in memory of the 
Israelites’ deliverance from Egypt, when the firstborn sons of the Egyptians died 
and those of Israel were spared. 

When Mary placed her small son into the arms of Simeon, it was the meeting 
of the Old and New Dispensations.  The old sacrifices, the burnt offerings and 
oblations, were done away; a new and perfect offering had come into the temple.  God had 
provided himself a lamb for the burnt-offering (Genesis 22:8), his only Son.  The offering 
was to be made once for all on the cross.  At every Eucharist those who are in Christ recall 
that sinless offering and unite “themselves, their souls and bodies” with the self-oblation of 
their Lord and Savior. 

 

https://zoom.us/j/95816682699?pwd=VmNSdHJiYVJuekpZMzJHRFhNMHRzdz09
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=452783070
https://zoom.us/j/95816682699?pwd=VmNSdHJiYVJuekpZMzJHRFhNMHRzdz09
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://zoom.us/j/95816682699?pwd=VmNSdHJiYVJuekpZMzJHRFhNMHRzdz09
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4245653965?pwd=VmRkYjVkRDRyK1J0elMwcXFpekNZZz09
https://zoom.us/j/95816682699?pwd=VmNSdHJiYVJuekpZMzJHRFhNMHRzdz09
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=452783070
https://zoom.us/j/95816682699?pwd=VmNSdHJiYVJuekpZMzJHRFhNMHRzdz09
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
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†  The Child and the Wound  

 

Malachi 3:1-4  •  Psalm 84  •  Hebrews 2:14-18  •  Luke 2:22-40 
 

E 
ight days after his birth, Jesus was presented in the temple, given back to God.  
Then, with the payment of a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons, he was 
redeemed, that is, returned to his parents with the understanding that he belonged 

wholly to God.  In a real sense, this is true not only of every child, but of everything.  “All 
things come of thee, O Lord, and of thine own have we given thee” (I Chron. 29:14).  
Nothing is truly appreciated until it is seen as a gift from God, until its origin is traced in 
wonder to that which cannot be seen and which can never be fully known.  God is the 
inexhaustible source of all being.  The dignity of persons and things is rooted in this 
conviction, not as a proposition to which we give only intellectual ascent, but as something 
we “know and feel” by the direct action of God in the human heart. 

Imagine the presentation of Jesus in the temple.  Think about it, feel it, and so enter 
biblical space and time.  Jesus is presented in the temple and then returned to the world.  He 

is returned to us, we being represented 
by Simeon, a man anointed with the 
Holy Spirit, one who was “looking 
forward to the consolation of Israel,” 
and also by the prophet Anna, a 
woman of great age, who, upon 
seeing the child, “began to praise God 
and to speak about the child to all 
who were looking for the redemption 
of Jerusalem” (Luke 2:38).  We are 
represented no less by the parents of 
Jesus, whose loving arms carry him in 
faith, hope, and love to their home in 
Nazareth.  The universal joy of seeing 
and holding this child is famously 
expressed in The Song of Simeon.  
“Lord, you now have set your servant 
free to go in peace as you have 
promised; For these eyes of mine 
have seen the Savior, whom you have 

prepared for all the world to see: A Light to enlighten the nations, and the glory of your 
people Israel” (Canticle 17, BCP, p. 93). 

Taking up the child Jesus is also taking up the cross.  This does not diminish the joy of 
holding him, but shows rather the depths to which love will go to save us.  Simeon said to 
Mary what is being said to us now, “This child is destined for the falling and rising of many 
in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be 
revealed - and a sword will pierce your own soul too” (Luke 2:34-35).  We are exposed and 
opened by the sword of Christ, exposed in the sin we bear and exposed in hope of 
forgiveness and life.  A broken and contrite heart is the home of God.  “Harden not your 
hearts, as your forebears did in the wilderness, at Meribah, and on that day in Massah, when 
they tempted me” (Ps. 95:8).  The Spirit of Jesus is the Living Flame of Love that tenderly 
wounds the soul in its deepest center (St. John of the Cross).  By his wounds we are healed, 
that is, by the application of his wounds to us we are made pure and clean.  The heart is 
painfully healed by Christ the Great Physician.  “He is like a refiners fire and like a fullers’ 
soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver . . . and refines them like gold and 
silver” (Mal. 3:2-3). 

Here joy and sorrow have kissed each other, and their union is the one flesh of One Risen 
Body. 
 

Look It Up 
Read: The Collect. 
 

Think About It 
Love purifies to make new and clean.           - from The Living Church, 2020 

https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/HolyDays/Present_RCL.html#ot1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/HolyDays/Present_RCL.html#ps1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/HolyDays/Present_RCL.html#nt1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/HolyDays/Present_RCL.html#gsp1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/HolyDays/Present_RCL.html
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†  Seek and Find  

 

“And you will seek Me and find Me,  
when you search for Me with all your heart.” 

Jeremiah 29:13  

by Steve Hemming 
 

T 
he word “seek” in Hebrew is baqash, which means to diligently look for, to 
search earnestly until the object of the search is located.  How much of your 
heart is devoted towards searching for God?  And what 

portion of it is compelled to pursue after things other than him? 
Because of God’s everlasting love for his children, he has no 

desire to play “hide and seek” with you and me.  Instead, he extends 
to each of us an open invitation to search for him.  And when we do 
seek the Lord, he will let us find him.1  Our Father is a willing 
participant in the pursuit of his being found; for as we draw near to 
him, he will draw near to us.2 

Jesus instructs us to “seek first the kingdom of God and his 
righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.” 3  So, 
considering after first seeking God, we will receive all the additional 
things we truly need, why would we not search for him with all our 
hearts?  The Word affirms that “those who seek the Lord shall not 
lack any good thing,” 4 and God “is a rewarder of those who diligently seek him.” 5 

Thankfully, we do not serve a God who is beyond our reach.  For the Lord is near to all 
who call upon him, to all who call upon him in truth.6  For example, he is close to the 
brokenhearted,7 and is a very present help in times of trouble.8  Actually, it is impossible for 
us to depart from the presence of God, as King David writes in the Psalms; “Where can I go 
from your Spirit?  Or where can I flee from your presence?  If I ascend into heaven, you are 
there; if I make my bed in hell, behold, you are there.” 9 

In order to develop and cultivate an intimate relationship with God, we would be well-
served to seek him early and often.  As a man after God’s own heart, David regularly sought 
the Lord first thing each morning, as he declared in Psalm 63:1; “O God, you are my God; 
early will I seek you; my soul thirsts for you; my flesh longs for you, in a dry and thirsty 
land where there is no water.”  Our Lord Jesus was known to rise before daybreak, go to a 
solitary place, and seek 
his Abba Father in 
prayer.10 

And if we are 
persistent in our 
pursuit of the Lord, we 
will be justly rewarded 
as Jesus exhorts; “Ask, 
and it will be given to 
you; seek, and you will 
find; knock, and it will 
be opened to you.  For 
everyone who asks 
receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened.” 11 

Are you steadfastly seeking the Lord?  If you haven’t been regularly searching for him 
with all of your heart, I encourage you to pursue him more passionately and consistently.  
As the psalmist wrote, “Seek the Lord and his strength; seek his face always!” 12 

“When you said, “Seek my face,”  
my heart said to you, “Your face, Lord, I will seek ” 

Psalm 27:8  

Sunrise at Green Hill Park in Worcester, MA 

Sunset on the Mediterranean Sea 

in Caesarea, Israel 

  1  2 Chronicles 15:2  
  2  James 4:8  
  3  Matthew 6:33  
  4  Psalm 34-10  

  5  Hebrews 11:6  
  6  Psalm 145:18  
  7  Psalm 34:18  
  8  Psalm 46:1  

  9  Psalm 139:7-8  
10  Mark 1:35  
11  Matthew 7:7-8  
12  Psalm 105:4  

https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=542307957
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=542308003
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=542308058
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=542308122
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=542308177
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=542308243
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=542308295
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=542308356
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=542308423
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=542324385
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=542324437
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=542324488
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What In The World Was THAT All About?! 

Are you struggling to understand God’s purpose in the midst of your difficulties? 

T he Bible tells us that all things work together for good to them who love God and 
trust Him.  The skeptic jeers at this, but the trusting Christian knows it from actual 

experience.  It is often a dear-bought experience, for some of God’s truths are knocked into 
us by hard blows, and some lessons are spelled out through eyes cleansed with tears. 

Our perverse mistake is that we demand that God explain Himself at every step, instead 
of waiting for Him to unfold His intricate purposes at His own time and in His own way. 

Twenty years ago in 1862, on a day of thick fog and storm, I ascended Mount 
Washington in New Hampshire by the old bridle-path.  Over the slippery boulders we picked 
our toilsome way, unable to see anything but our surefooted horse and our guide.  We were a 
sulky company when we finally reached the “Tip-Top House,” a simple stone lodge at the 
summit of the mountain. 

But presently a strong wind swept away the banks of mist, and revealed the magnificent 
landscape from the mountain’s base to the great wide sea.  As the wonderful vision unfolded 
itself to our delighted eyes, we could mark the pathway by which we had been led up to that 
mount of discovery.  Tenfold more delightful was the outlook because we had gained it by 
such hard toil and it had been so long hidden from our sight. 

That day’s experience was a sermon to my soul.  It taught me afresh just how a believer 
must leave God to order his footsteps, and how he must wait for God to unfold the hidden 
purposes of His love.  Faith’s stairways are steep and slippery.  They can only be climbed by 
a sure foot and a steady hold on the Unseen Hand. 

In the hard chamber we are often thrown down on our knees.  Cry as loudly as we may in 
the driving mist for “more light,” we do not receive any other answer than this: “Fear not!  
Only trust!” 

“Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen 
you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my righteous right hand”  (Isaiah 41:10). 
If we unloose our hold on God’s hand for an instant, we go over the precipice.  But the 

more tightly we cling, the steadier we walk; the more willing we are to be humbled, the 
more certain are we to get upward; the more crosses we bear for Christ, the lighter will be 
our hearts. 

And then, by-and-by, we shall reach that gate of pearl, the opening of which will unfold 
to us the everlasting flood of glory. 

— Theodore Cuyler, from God’s Light On Dark Clouds, 1882. 
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†  Art in the Christian Tradition 
 

Candlemass Day, 
by Marianne Stokes (1855–1927), 
Tempera on wood, painted, 1901 

© Tate Britain, London  
 

T 
his Sunday (transferred from February 2nd) we celebrate The Presentation of the 
Lord Jesus Christ in the Temple.  According to Old Testament law, two ritual 
acts needed to take place for a firstborn son.  First, the mother of a newborn son 

was ritually unclean for seven 
days, and then she was to 
“spend thirty-three more days in 
a state of blood purity” (see 
Leviticus 12).  During these 
forty days the mother was not to 
“touch anything sacred nor 
enter the sanctuary till the days 
of her purification are fulfilled.”  
For this reason, today’s feast 
has at times been called the 
“Purification of Mary.”  Note 
how Feb. 2nd is celebrated on 
our calendar exactly forty days 
after Christmas. 

Secondly, the father of the 
firstborn son was to “redeem” 
the child by making an offering 
to the priest of five shekels so 
that the priest would then 
present the child to the Lord 
(see Numbers 18:16).  
Remember also that the 
firstborn male of all the 
Egyptians, animals and 
children, were killed during the 
tenth plague, but the firstborn 
males of the Israelites were 
spared.  Thus, this offering 
made for the firstborn son in the 
Temple was a way of ritually 
redeeming them in 
commemoration of that plague. 

Another name traditionally 
given for this feast is 
'Candlemass.'  As early as in the 
fifth century, the custom of 
celebrating this feast with 
lighted candles developed.  The 
lit candle symbolized Simeon’s 
prophecy that Jesus would be 'a light to enlighten the pagans,' as per our gospel reading 
Sunday.  The Austrian artist Marianne Stokes was based in Britain in 1901 when she painted 
this work.  Candlemas Day was made after working in Holland and we can feel the tangible 
influence of Johannes Vermeer and Dutch painting.  Yet, she was also highly influenced by 
the Pre-Raphaelites, and she became part of the revival of medieval egg tempera painting 
where paint would be applied in tiny strokes (you can see this when you zoom in on our 
painting).  We see an intimate portrayal of a woman holding a bible and rosary.  The candle, 
bible and rosary are set against a different background to the lady, thus clustering the three 
objects into their own narrative. 
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Greetings! 
 

L ight and wisdom: two great images that go great together!  We are still in 
Epiphany (light!) and this week's Gospel recounts story of Jesus' presentation 

in the temple as a boy, concluding with the statement: "The child grew and became 
strong, filled with wisdom…." 

Is it any wonder, then, why our hymns this week will reflect those themes?  
Be thou my wisdom and thou my wisdom, and thou my true word; I ever with thee 

and thou with me, Lord.  Thou my great Father and I thy true son; Thou in me 
dwelling, and I with thee one. 

O Christ, the Word Incarnate, O Wisdom from on high, O Truth, unchanged, 
unchanging, O Light of our dark sky  

Thou, whose almighty word chaos and darkness heard, and took their flight; hear us, 
we humbly pray, and, where the Gospel day sheds not its glorious ray, let there be light! 

Lord of all life, below, above, whose light is truth, whose warmth is love, before thy 
ever-blazing throne we ask no luster of our own. 

 

The Word is often indicative of Wisdom, wisdom from 
above and Light makes that wisdom (and the truth) visible.  
We will end our worship on Sunday with a powerful hymn 
uniting those two themes beautifully: "Thy Strong Word Did 
Cleave the Darkness."  This is a hymn we have sung before, 
but we don't use it often, so I wanted to share some things 
about it. Martin H. Franzmann's text paints a picture of 
powerful authority: 

Thy strong Word did cleave the darkness; at thy speaking 
it was done; for created light we thank thee, while thine 
ordered seasons run: Alleluia, alleluia! Praise to thee who 
light dost send!  Alleluia, alleluia!  Alleluia without end. 

 

The Lord is coming to cast away the darkness!  Alleluia!  
We continue to sing: 

Lo, on those who dwelt in darkness, dark as night and deep as death, broke the light 
of thy salvation, breathed thine own life-giving breath: Alleluia, alleluia!  Praise to thee 
who light dost send!  Alleluia, alleluia!  Alleluia without end.  

 

Even in the darkest places, the light will find us!  Alleluia!  And the light and the 
word will save us: 

Thy strong word bespeaks us righteous; bright with thine own holiness, glorious now, 
we press toward glory, and our lives our hopes confess: Alleluia, alleluia!  Praise to thee 
who light dost send!  Alleluia, alleluia!  Alleluia without end. 

(Continued on page 9) 

by Kirsten Peterson, Organist & Choirmaster 
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John Cennick

We end the hymn with honor and praise for the Trinity: God as the Light-
Creator, Christ as the Light of Light, and the Holy Spirit as the Light-Revealer: 

God the Father, Light-Creator, to thee laud and honor be; to thee, Light of Light 
begotten, praise be sung eternally; Holy Spirit, Light-Revealer, glory, glory be to thee; 
mortals, angels, now and ever praise the Holy Trinity. 

 

Powerful language like that needs a powerful tune, and these words are frequently 
paired with a Welsh tune composed by Thomas John Williams.  The melody is often 
referred to by the name Ebenezer (a fitting tune name that basically translates as "stone 
of help"), but it is also known by its Welsh name of Ton-y-botel, which translates as 
"tune in a bottle" referring to a myth that the melody was found in a bottle that 
washed up on a beach in Wales, sometime around the turn of the 20th century.  
Should you ever be Llanelli District Cemetery, South Wales, be sure to look for 
Williams's grave.  The first few measures of the tune have been inscribed on his 
tombstone.  The English composer Ralph Vaughan Williams once referred to this as 
the greatest hymn tune ever written.  High praise, indeed! 

Now it's time to practice for Sunday!  Sing along to the included video so that you 
can honor the Lord with the power and authority that he deserves!  As a special 
bonus, there are a couple of extra verses in this video that we don't have in our 
hymnal.  And what great verses they are! 

From the conclusion of our Prayers of the People this week: 

 

Peace and blessings, Kirsten 
 

(Continued from page 8) Choir Notes 

Thomas John Williams 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X2bhHosLHmI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X2bhHosLHmI
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I f you would like to request Altar flowers for a 

particular Sunday "in Memory of," "in Honor of" 

or "in Celebration” of' a friend or loved one,  please 

fill out an envelope located in the back of the church or 

send an email request to altarflowers@yahoo.com or 

contact Doug Melody. 

†  Helping Our Neighbors 

 

H ere is an update about St. Paul’s ongoing food-related ministries serving our 
community: 

 Drive Thru Food Collection - occurs every other Wednesday from 11 am - 1 pm.  We 
have now held over 72 food drives since April 22, 2020!  Last time our trucks delivered to 
the Jericho Food Pantry, Danbury and the Faith Food Pantry, Newtown.  

Our next food collection will be next Wednesday, February 8th and will support the 

Victory Christian Center in Danbury and the Jericho Food Pantry in Danbury. 

Thank you all for your ongoing generosity and to the many volunteers who have helped 
to load the trucks and deliver food to the pantries. 

 

 

 

 

Next Drive-Thru 

Food Collection 

Wednesday 

February 8th 
 

Help us,  

Help others  

mailto:Altarflowers@yahoo.com
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Praying for the 1/3 of our world that are still unreached with the Gospel. 
Sahrawi 

 

Country: Western Sahara | Population: 248,000 | Language: Hassaniyya Arabic | 
Main Religion: Islam | Evangelical: 0.00%  

 

T 
he Sahrawi are North African desert nomads with mixed Berber, 
Arab, and black African ancestry.  This desert people once had a caste
-based society with warriors on top and slaves at the bottom.  Today’s 

Sahrawi work as herdsmen, traders, and warriors, but drought, plagues, and 
warfare have encouraged robbery, fighting, and revenge.  Throughout history, 
the eight Sahrawi tribes often battled for supremacy, but today, their conflict is 
with non-Sahrawis.  Violence has forced many, mainly women and children, to 
flee to refugee camps, dividing families.  Sahrawis consider themselves pure 
Sunni Muslims, but they also practice some pre-Islamic beliefs.  Pray for peace 
in Western Sahara.  Pray that the Sahrawi would see Jesus as the Prince of Peace 
and that they would run to him for salvation.  Pray for ambassadors of Christ to 
bring the Gospel of Peace.  Pray for completion of a Hassaniyya Arabic 
translation of the Bible.  

https://event.attendstar.com/event/show/rlt2023/
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 Name Tags - Please be courteous to your fellow 
parishioners, to newcomers, visiting clergy and guests by 
extending a warm welcome to them and by wearing your 
name tag.  And remember to wear them to coffee hour as 
well. 

†  
 

A s the temperature drops and the seasons change remember 

homeless people are on their feet all day, and the only pair 

of socks they own are very likely to be threadbare.  Once again, 

this year we are collecting socks and toiletries for the men’s 

homeless shelter throughout the winter months.  Place donations 

in the bins in the back of the church or Crocker Hall. 

†  Transforming 
Stewardship 

 

“…they took him up to Jerusalem to present 
him to the Lord...”      Luke 2:22 

 

H ow seriously do you take being a 
Christian? Is “being Christian” something I just do when I attend Sunday service or 

attend one of my parish functions?  It’s easy to be Christian then, it’s harder to be a follower 
of Jesus when I am out in the world.  Would someone recognize you as a Christian by the 
way you act, dress, and talk?  How do you present yourself to the Lord and to others?  
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Note: In October, Jeffrey Mello became the 16th Bishop of the Episcopal Church in 

Connecticut.  Each week we are looking at the bishops who preceded him and the long and 

storied history of our diocese. 

†  Arthur E. Walmsley, (1928 – 2017) 

Episcopate 1981-1993 

Twelfth Bishop of Connecticut 
 

Arthur E. Walmsley (B. A., B.D., M. Div., D.D., D.Hum.) was born in New Bedford, 
Massachusetts and attended Trinity College in Hartford.  Graduating cum laude from the 
Episcopal Theological School in 1951, he was ordained a deacon 
that year, and priest in 1952 by the Rt. Rev. Arthur Lichtenberger, 
then of Missouri.  Following his ordination, he served inner city 
churches in St. Louis for the next seven years.  In 1958, he moved 
to the staff of the national Executive Council of the Episcopal 
Church as executive of the Division of Christian Citizenship, and 
later as Assistant Director of the Department of Social Relations, 
and Episcopal staff member of the National Council of Churches 
Commission on Religion and Race during the turbulent decade of 
the 1960’s.  He later resigned staff functions when the General 
Convention Special Program was adopted favoring black 
leadership.  He has the distinction of having been one of the 
architects of the Episcopal Society for Cultural and Racial Unity 
and the National Conference on Religion and Race. 

Subsequently, Walmsley served as priest-in-charge at Grace 
Church, Amherst, and Director of the Massachusetts Council of 
Churches, where he pioneered work in industrial mission, 
ecumenical dialogue, and inter-seminary cooperation.  In 1972, he 
was named deputy to the rector of Trinity Parish, New York City, 
and a year and a half later he was called as rector of St. Paul’s 
Church, New Haven, where he also served as President of the 
Downtown Cooperative Ministry a cluster of center city churches.  

While Rector of St. Paul's in New Haven he was elected Bishop Coadjutor of the 
Episcopal Church in Connecticut and served in that role from 1979-1981 before becoming 
Bishop Diocesan from 1981-1993.  As Bishop, Arthur helped the Episcopal Church in 
Connecticut move forward in new ways in God's mission, particularly in the areas of social 
justice; urban ministry; care for individuals living with HIV-AIDS; refugee and immigrant 
services; and racial reconciliation.  His love for Camp Washington, the diocesan summer 
camp and conference center, and his fund-raising efforts, advanced the ministry of 
Transfiguration Lodge at Camp.  It was his vision that led Church Home of Hartford to 
become Seabury Retirement Community in Bloomfield.  

(Continued on page 14) 
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†  “It’s Good! 
 

o n Sunday February 12th we will be hosting 

our 8th annual Super Bowl party!  We’re 

setting up our wide-screen HD-TV.  

And you’re invited.  Men, 

women, children.  It doesn’t 

matter whether you’re routing for 

Philadelphia or San Francisco.  Or even if you like 

football.  Just bring yourself, your favorite appetizer, beverage or 

snacks.  And maybe wear your favorite team shirt.  No cost.  No 

fuss.  Contact Ken Perry, Ron Switzer or Dave Szen if you’re 

interested so we have an idea who’s bringing what.  Weather 

permitting, a pregame tailgate party is a possibility! 

D o we give the Lord the first fruits of our time every week by attending church?  Do 

we set an example for our children and grandchildren by attending services and 

joyously participating in the celebration of the Eucharist each week?  How do we know 

what God wants us to do unless we communicate with Him?  

Bishop Walmsley’s career spanned a turbulent half century in the life of the Episcopal 
Church in the USA.  He devoted himself in particular to the church's mission in a rapidly-
changing society, serving inner-city parishes and supporting a rang e of social ministries, 
including Episcopal Social Services, Integrated Refugee Ministries, and 
Urban Bishops’ Coalition.  For a decade, he worked as a staff aide to 
three Presiding Bishops, and gave oversight to the church's social 
witness during the civil rights and Vietnam War struggles of the 1960s.  
In one capacity or another, he played an active role in other defining 
issues faced by the Episcopal Church - the revision of the Book of 
Common Prayer, the ordination of women, the selection of the first 
woman bishop.  As Bishop of Connecticut from 1979-1993, he was 
chairman of the Council of Advice to Presiding Bishop Edmund 
Browning in emerging conflicts over the church's response to its gay 
and lesbian members.  He was a member of the Ecclesiastical Court 
which ruled on the possible trial of Bishop Walter Righter in the 
ordination of a gay man.  He has helped craft the Episcopal Church's 
response to the Millennium Development Goals as a defining thrust of 
global reconciliation in the Missio Dei,  He was a founding member of 
the Episcopal Partnership for Global Mission, later organized as 
Episcopalians for Global Reconciliation, 2005.  

His publications include The Church in a Society of Abundance (Seabury Press, 1963); 
numerous periodical contributions and papers; and the editorship of the daily General 
Convention newspaper, Issues, in 1970, 1973, and 1976.  He coordinated the Anglican 
Symposium on Mission Theology in 1984.  He lectured in East and South Africa while on 
sabbatical there, traveled in Ecuador, China and Peru.  He served on the Board of Trustees 
for Trinity College, General Theological and Berkeley Seminaries, and his achievements 
have been recognized with several honorary diplomas.  Living in his retirement years in 
New Hampshire, Bishop Walmsley focused his energies on retreats and spiritual direction.  
In that ministry he served as Chaplain to the diocese as it selected its new bishop, Gene 
Robinson, in 2003.  He also represented the Presiding Bishop in the religious leaders’ 
delegation to the Middle East in 2002.   

The Rt. Rev. Arthur E. Walmsley, 89, died Thursday, October 5, 2017 at his home in 
Deering, NH after a short illness. 

(Continued from page 13) Arthur Walmsley 
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COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 

 
Feb   5th  8 am -  Huber’s    10:30 am -  Barbieri’s 

Contact Mary Allen at 

203-775-6633 or 

chamla@charter.net. 

†  Wednesday Service Growing in Popularity 

O ur mid-week Wednesday morning 10 am Holy Eucharist with 

healing prayer has been growing consistently.  With live music 

and a brief homily from Fr. Joe, this service is just what you need to 

sutain you through the week.  Come join us and check it out or watch 

on YouTube Live. 

 

†  Ladies Tuesday Morning Bible 

Study 

T he Tuesday Morning Ladies Bible Study 

is starting a new study on Matthew. 

Zoom is available and all are invited (ladies 

only please!).  They meet every Tuesday at 9:30 

in Crocker Hall or by Zoom.  Contact Mary 

Beth Durkin durkin.mb@gmail.com for the 

Zoom link and further information. 

 

Take a Hanger 

Fill a Hanger 

We are holding our annual Coat Drive to benefit the various agencies in 

Danbury that assist the homeless.  “Take a Hanger” from the rack we’ll 

have at the back of the church.  Check your closets for those unused 

coats.  And “Fill a Hanger.”  Bring it back to St. Paul’s and we’ll get 

that coat on the back of someone who needs it. 

mailto:Hi%20Dave. %20Could%20you%20please%20add%20that%20we%20needs%20Coffee%20Hour%20hCHAMLA@CHARTER.NET
mailto:durkin.mb@gmail.com
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†  Recovery & Self-Reflection Group 

E very Sunday evening at 7 pm in the Guild Room, Gordy Hiltz is 

convening a new Recovery & Self-Reflection group.  It will be a 

"fellowship meeting for those who are 

looking to make amends with past decisions 

by reflecting on where we've been, are now, 

and would like to be.  This will be 

accomplished using topic guided discussions, 

increasing self awareness for our day to day 

actions, with the goal of being a slightly 

better version of ourselves from who we 

were the day before each and every day." 

 

†  Ladies Evening Zoom Bible Study 
 The Ladies Evening Bible study will continue to meet by 
Zoom on Wednesday nights from 7-8 pm during January and 
February and will begin studying Philippians on January 
11th.  Friends and relatives outside St. Paul's are warmly 
welcome at any time. 
 Before Thanksgiving we studied Lydia, a businesswoman 
in Philippi who met Paul when he and Silas came to her town 
to preach.  Lydia believed the gospel message right away and 
was a witness to the amazing events that happened in 
Philippi that are related in Acts 16:11-40 (that we studied in 
Nov.).  Now we will be reading Paul's warm letter to that 
same Christian community about 12 years later. 
 Any questions?  Please contact Carol to get on the weekly 
email with the zoom link.  cmeadwheeler@hotmail.com or 
203-525-0011. 

†  Wednesday Morning Healing Service  
  

D o you need a pick me up in the middle of the week?  Or are you 

looking for some healing prayer?  Or maybe you’re just interested in a 

smaller, quieter, more intimate worship experience than our Sunday 

celebrations.  Join us each week on Wednesdays at 10 am for Holy Communion 

and healing along with an inspirational homily from Fr. Joe.  Our mid-week 

service offers all the above.  Following the service, coffee and fellowship is 

available as well as a lively Bible Study in the Guild Room until noon. 

G roundhog Day ... February 2nd.  It has a surprising connection to the Christian 

celebration of "The Feast of Candelmas," which is the day that beeswax candles 

were traditionally blessed.  The celebration, 

also called the Feast of Christ's Presentation 

in the Temple, is symbolically associated 

with Simeon saying that Jesus is the "light to 

the Gentiles" foretold in the Hebrew 

Scriptures.  Superstitious belief claimed that 

cloudy skies on February 2nd meant an early 

summer and good harvest.  But if the sun 

shined, this was to forecast forty more days 

of winter.  

mailto:cmeadwheeler@hotmail.com
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Jul 5, 2019 

 

D 
ale Friedly celebrates today.  Heather Melody & Julie Astbury 

open presents tomorrow.  Bake a cake for Gordy Hiltz IV, 

Haley Perry & Joyce Crocker on Saturday.  Lois Hunt & 

Chuck Paulsen are a year older and wiser on Monday.  Sing Happy 

Birthday to Bill Bennett on Wednesday.  Have a blessed day everyone! 

Prince of 

Peace 
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†  Sermon Shorts 

B lessed by God through Humility.  To 

replay all our sermons, audio and 

videos follow this link for the Sunday Sermons.  

Check out our Sermon Archives as well. 

 

†  This Sunday’s Readings 
(Click on the red links for the readings) 

 

I Am Sending My Messenger 
 

 Malachi 3:1-4  

I n our Hebrew Bible reading the prophet promises that, as the day of the 
Lord’s judgment nears, God will send a messenger to make ready the way.  

The priests and temple servants who say they are waiting for the Lord need 
cleansing and purifying most of all.  Suddenly the refiner will come to the temple, 
and then the offerings of the people will be pleasing to the Lord.  On this day 
Christians recognize that with the bringing of the child Jesus to the temple, the 
time of purifying judgment has begun. 

 Psalm 84 
A song of the pilgrims’ happiness as they come to worship in the 

house of the Lord. 
 Hebrews 2:14-18 
In this lesson we are reminded that Jesus has now shared in all 

aspects of human life.  By himself experiencing death, he has broken 
the power of death over humankind.  This was not done for angels but 
for the human descendants of Abraham.  Made of flesh and blood, 
participating in our sufferings and temptations, our brother Jesus has 
become the perfect and merciful High Priest so that sins may be 
forgiven. 

 Luke 2:22-40 
In our gospel story the infant Jesus is brought to the temple to be 

presented to the Lord in accordance with the law.  The time of Mary’s 
purification is over, and the holy family comes to offer thanksgiving.  Guided by 
the Spirit, a devout man named Simeon perceives that this is the hoped for 
Messiah.  In words which we have come to know as the Nunc dimittis (“Now let 
depart”), Simeon foresees that this child will become the promised light to the 
Gentiles for the glory of Israel,  But he also prophesies that Jesus will be a cause of 
division, 
sorrow, and 
judgment.  
The ancient 
prophetess 
Anna then 
adds her 
testimony. 

 

Luke 2:22-40 
By the time we have finished 

reading Chapters 1 and 2 of 

Luke, we should realize that the 

stage has been set for a powerful 

confrontation between two 

kingdoms.  The Pax Romana of 

Caesar - the way of peace 

through force of arms; and the 

peace of Christ - the way of 

peace through justice.  

http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2018.html
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/HolyDays/Present_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/HolyDays/Present_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/HolyDays/Present_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/HolyDays/Present_RCL.html#GOSPEL
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Christm

as in 

Bethleh

 

 

†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

It is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and such 
a privilege.  Made like us in every respect, our high priest knows our suffering and 
intercedes for us before the throne of mercy, as we pray for: 
 
.....Joe Hock, Harlan Jessup, Jan Brochu, Ed Licence and other parishioners 
convalescing in extended care facilities. 
.....St. John’s, Essex; St. Paul’s, Fairfield; St. Timothy’s, 
Fairfield; Trinity/St. Michael's, Fairfield, St. James’, 
Farmington. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
.....Haitian ministry in the Episcopal Church in 
Connecticut. 
.....Clayton Ferry, Barbara Hock, Jim Megura, Jay 
Lawrence, Peter Scalzo, Jr., Denise, Jennifer, Susan, 
Anja, Katie, Gail, Doris, Karen, Beverly Hall, Robert, 
Eve, Roger, Barbara, Alex, Fred, Cynthia, Barbara, 
Arlene Coleman, Sarah, Doug Melody, David Williams, 
Heidi Pinheiro, Donna, Mike Chengeri, John Durkin and Ken continued healing. 
.....the people of Ukraine; the people of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia; the people of 
Tanzania; the bishop, clergy and laity of the Diocese of Pennsylvania - The Episcopal 
Church (III (3) Province) ; and our sister and brother members of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Schaumburg-Lippe. 

.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.  Pray 
also for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Victory Christian Center, Danbury and their Food Pantry, which is the recipient 

of our food basket collections for the month of February. 
.....French Speaking Baptist Church, Danbury, a church partner of the Jericho 
Partnership. 

.....Our missionaries, Will & Becky McLaughlin and their family, and their ministry 
in Cambodia; that all who hear and read God’s word with faith, that thew Spirit 

may touch hearts with joy. 
.....That we let our light shone before others and be a bold witness 

of our faith. 
…..The one third of humanity that does not have access to the gospel, 

for those who have not heard the good news of salvation, for those who have 
heard but have not believed, and for those who have forsaken their faith.  Pray 
that God would open their hearts to the Gospel message.  
.....For those Who Suffer for the Sake of Conscience. 
.....For God’s people Israel and for the peace of Jerusalem. 

 

 

 

The Presentation in the Temple 
 

"And at the end of eight days, when he was circumcised, he was called Jesus, the name 

given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb. And when the time came for their 

purification according to the 

law of Moses, they brought 

him up to Jerusalem to present 

him to the Lord (as it is 

written in the law of the Lord, 

'Every male that opens the 

womb shall be called holy to 

the Lord') and to offer a 

sacrifice according to what is 

said in the law of the Lord, 'a 

pair of turtledoves, or two 

young pigeons"' (Lk 2:21-24).  

 

https://stjohnsessex.org/
https://www.stpaulsfairfield.org/
https://www.sttimschurch.org/
https://trinitystmichaels.wixsite.com/mysite
https://www.stjamesfarmington.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ukraine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saudi_Arabia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tanzania
https://www.oikoumene.org/member-churches/ekd-evangelical-lutheran-church-of-schaumburg-lippe
https://www.oikoumene.org/member-churches/ekd-evangelical-lutheran-church-of-schaumburg-lippe
https://www.facebook.com/GMVCC/
https://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/26.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=119&v=SswGxaRo3dw&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SswGxaRo3dw&t=119s
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Just For the Joy of It! 
(And Christian Fellowship) 

†  It Takes An Editorial Board 
Contributors to 
Sword Points: 

 

C huck Allen, Dan 
Bacon, Dot 

Crocker, Mary Beth 
Durkin, Steve 
Hemming, Patrick 
O’Connors, Steve 
Hemming, Mary 
Perry, Kirsten 
Peterson, Joe 
Shepley, Pam Szen, 
David Szen, Carol 
Wheeler, Don 
Winkley. 

Ecclesiasticus 43:27 - We could say more but could never 

say enough; let the final word be: ‘He is the all.’   - 30 - 

 

Random Fact of the Week! 

Did you know … that Grand Central 

Station opened 110 years ago today on 

February 2, 1923? 

https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grand_Central_Terminal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grand_Central_Terminal

