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†  "Almighty and most merciful God, drive 
from us all weakness of body, mind, and spirit; 
that, being restored to wholeness, we may with 

free hearts become what you intend us to be and 
accomplish what you want us to do; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 

ever.  Amen ." 
 

 

Dear Friends, 

T 
he above Collect assigned for this Thursday in the 

Fourth Week of Lent invites us to recognize that God 

has designed us fearfully, wonderfully, and for a 

purpose (Psalm 139).  We are created as body, mind and spirit, 

with the promise that God can restore 

us to wholeness. 

 Now well into our forty day Lenten 

journey together, we have been 

praying, repenting, fasting and giving, 

all responses of gratitude for our free 

gift of salvation.  And as we grow 

weary at times and recognize our 

need for restoration, we look to Jesus 

who promises that as we come to 

Him, He will refresh us (Matt. 11:28). 

 To draw nearer to Christ is the 

heart of this penitential season.  In the 

recognition of our human frailty, God 

is strong in us, and His grace is 

sufficient as we walk together in faith 

as the people God made us to be. 

Lenten peace, 
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†  Eastern Orthodox 
Icons: Theology in 

Pictures, 
Windows into Heaven 

 

o ur four week Lenten 
series on the joy and 
beauty of Eastern 

Orthodox Icons concluded last 
evening.  Continuing in the theme 
Fr. Jim Wheeler sends along these 
two icons that relate to coming 
events in our church calendar.  
The icon to the left shows “The 
Annunciation,” with the angel 
Gabriel informing Mary about the 
coming birth of Jesus.  The icon 
to the right shows the 
“Resurrection of Lazarus,” the 
subject of our gospel reading this 
Sunday. 

†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Mar 23 - 8:00 am - PraiseBarre  (Zoom) 

  9:30 am - Men’s Study / Discussion Group, Guild Room 
  7:30 pm - Choir Rehearsal, Sanctuary 

Sat, Mar 25      

 - 7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Downtown Diner, New Milford 
  8:00 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  10:00 am - PraiseMoves  (Zoom) 
Sun, Mar 26    
 - 8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 

  9:30 am - Adult Class, Guild Room 

  10:15 am - Sunday School, Classrooms 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 

  7:00 pm - Recovery & Self-Reflection, Guild Room 
Mon, Mar 27 - 7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall  (YouTube Live) 
Tue, Mar 28 - 8:00 am - PraiseKicks  (Zoom) 
  9:30 am - Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study, Guild Room 

  7:00 pm - Boy Scout Troop #5 

Wed, Mar 29 -10:00 am - Holy Communion & Healing  (YouTube Live) 

  7:00 pm - Ladies Evening Bible Study, (Zoom) 

Thu, Mar 30 - 8:00 am - PraiseBarre  (Zoom) 

  9:30 am - Men’s Study / Discussion Group, Guild Room 
  7:30 pm - Choir Rehearsal, Sanctuary 

Sat, Apr   1 - 7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Downtown Diner, New Milford 
  8:00 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  10:00 am - PraiseKicks  (Zoom) 
Sun, Apr   2      

 - 8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 

  9:30 am - Adult Class, Guild Room 

  10:15 am - Sunday School, Classrooms 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 

  7:00 pm - Recovery & Self-Reflection, Guild Room  (Zoom) 
 

Check our website daily for schedule updates and new links. 

https://zoom.us/j/95816682699?pwd=VmNSdHJiYVJuekpZMzJHRFhNMHRzdz09
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=452783070
https://zoom.us/j/95816682699?pwd=VmNSdHJiYVJuekpZMzJHRFhNMHRzdz09
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://zoom.us/j/95816682699?pwd=VmNSdHJiYVJuekpZMzJHRFhNMHRzdz09
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4245653965?pwd=VmRkYjVkRDRyK1J0elMwcXFpekNZZz09
https://zoom.us/j/95816682699?pwd=VmNSdHJiYVJuekpZMzJHRFhNMHRzdz09
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=452783070
https://zoom.us/j/95816682699?pwd=VmNSdHJiYVJuekpZMzJHRFhNMHRzdz09
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
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†  Easter in Lent 

 

Ezekiel 37:1-14  •  Psalm 130  •  Romans 8:6-11  •  John 11:1-45 
 

D 
eep in the heart of Lent and befitting the season, we hear of loss and death, but 
we also anticipate the wondrous mystery of the resurrection.  We are, in a sense, 
at the threshold of two times, Good Friday and Easter. 

The valley of dry bones is a picture of “the whole house of Israel” during their exile in 
Babylon.  In a foreign land, they sat down and wept; they lost hope, and their lives 
languished.  They counted themselves as good as dead.  In the gospel reading, the story of 
Lazarus in the tomb stands in as a picture of our common humanity, subject as we are to 
frailty and death.  “When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb 
for four days” (John 11:17).  “When Jesus saw [Mary] weeping, and the Jews who came 
with her also weeping, he was greatly distressed in spirit and deeply moved.  He said, 
‘Where have they laid him?’  They said to him, ‘Lord, come and see.’  Jesus began to weep.  
So the Jews said, ‘See how he loved him!’” (John 11:33-36). 

These two stories are about death and sorrow, love and tears.  The dry bones and Lazarus 
in the tomb depict humanity fallen into sin and death.  “The hand of the Lord” that sets 
Ezekiel down in the middle of a valley, a valley full of bones, and Jesus standing in sorrow 
at the grave of Lazarus, offer the consolation of knowing that God is, even in our death, 
among human beings.  We are not alone.  “See how [Jesus] loved him!” (John 11:36).  It is 
no small thing to feel and know that God is with us in sorrow. 

But is that all?  Do we stand before death in defeat and tears? 
No.  Listen to the Lord speaking to the dry bones: “I will cause breath to enter you, and 

you shall live.  I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover 
you with skin, and put breath in you and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the 
Lord” (Ezek. 37:5-6).  Ezekiel prophesies as instructed.  “[A]nd as I prophesied, suddenly 
there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone.  I looked, and 
there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but 

there was no breath in them.  Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy 
to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus 
says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, 
and breathe upon these slain, that they may live’” (Ezek. 
37:7-9). 
 In this great story, we see in pictures the faith we 
confess. “I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 
Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting” (The 
Apostles’ Creed).  God is our consolation in sorrow, to be 
sure, but God is the promise also of a final victory.  As Jesus 
speaks to Martha about her brother Lazarus, we hear him 
speaking about us and to us.  “Your brother will rise 
again” (John 11:23).  “I am the resurrection and the life.  
Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 
and everyone who lives and believes in me will never 
die” (John 11:25-26).  Jesus gives an audacious command: 
“Take away the stone.”  And then, crying with a loud voice, 
he says, “Lazarus, come out!”  Do we not hear the voice of 
Jesus addressing our sorrows and our many deaths?  He calls 
us to life and hope, renewal and restoration.  He is mighty to 
save. 
 Strangely and beautifully, Jesus calls us to participate in 
the resurrection of our fellow human beings: “Unbind him, 
and let him go” (John 11:44). 
 

Look It Up 
Read: Romans 8:10. 
 

Think About It 
Christ is in you.  The Spirit is life.             - from The Living Church, 2023 

https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Lent/ALent5_RCL.html#ot1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Lent/ALent5_RCL.html#ps1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Lent/ALent5_RCL.html#nt1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Lent/ALent5_RCL.html#gsp1
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†  Praying for the 1/3 of our world that are still unreached with the Gospel. 
 

Baweans 
 

Country: Indonesia | Population: 104,000 | Language: Madura | Main Religion: Islam | 
Evangelical: 0.08%  

 

A 
n Indonesian journalist once described the Baweans as a 
“crystallization of Indonesian ethnic variety.”  Though 
mostly descended from Madura travelers, they have a 

distinct ethnicity and culture.  Bawean, their home island in the Java 
Sea, is sometimes called the “island of women.”  Traditionally, 
Baweans are sea traders, and most men travel abroad for work.  Those 
who stay on the island often farm, fish, run shops, sell handicrafts, or 
quarry onyx.  Almost all Baweans are devout Sunni Muslims - a 
source of great pride.  Every village has at least one mosque, and all 
boys and girls receive traditional Islamic schooling from a kyai, a 
greatly respected teacher.  Pray that Baweans abroad would receive 
the Gospel and take it home with them.  Pray that Christians meeting 
physical and economic needs will open doors for the Gospel. 

 

†  Martha’s Growth  
 

T 
he story of Lazarus' resurrection is beautiful preparation for Easter.  Lazarus is 

brought to life by Jesus, who will restore 

his own body.  One of the less 

noticed, but still important aspects of the 

story, though, is the growth of Lazarus' sister 

Martha.  We first saw her as the fussy, ever

-busy hostess at a party for Christ.  She is 

indignant that her sister Mary is dreamily 

lost in contemplation of Jesus.  She 

demands that the Lord chasten Mary for 

her indifference to the cares of hospitality.  

Jesus chides her for being concerned about 

"too many things."  Now, some time later, 

Martha has "come to believe" that Jesus is the messiah, the 

promised one.  It is interesting to note that the Church does not observe a 

separate feast for Mary or Lazarus, but does hold a holy day for Martha.  Her growth is a 

vital lesson in spirituality. 
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†  When Fear Is Good  
by Steve Hemming 

 

“The fear of the Lord leads to life, and he who has it will abide in satisfaction; He will 
not be visited with evil.” Proverbs 19:23 

 

T he Lord tells us in over 350 scriptures throughout the Bible to not fear, nor be 
afraid, but instead put our trust in the Lord, as noted in Psalm 56:3; “Whenever I am 

afraid, I will trust in You.”  Conversely, in several other places in the Word, we are to have 
a fear of the Lord, which is to our benefit, as mentioned in Proverbs 14:27; “The fear of the 
Lord is a fountain of life, to turn one away from the snares of death.” 

Derived from the Hebrew word yirah, fear, as in “fear of the Lord” means to regard God 
with reverence.  When we have this healthy sort of fear of Him, we will be much more 
inclined to dread God’s displeasure, desire His favor, happily submit to His will, be grateful 
for all His benefits, worship Him in sincerity, and consciously obey His commandments 
(page 348, in Unger’s Bible Dictionary, Moody Press, 1957).  An example that supports this 
definition can be found in Psalm 111:10; “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; 
A good understanding have all those who do His commandments.  His praise endures 
forever.” 

How we relate to God in terms of 
whether or not we fear Him, will have a 
direct impact on any trepidation we may 
feel towards the people and things in our 
lives.  Oswald Chambers sums it up best 
- “The remarkable thing about God is 
that when you fear God, you fear 
nothing else, whereas if you do not fear 
God, you fear everything else.”  
Following Chambers’ lead, perhaps we 
fear men so much because we fear God 
so little.  No wonder why Proverbs 29:25 warns us; “The fear of man brings a snare, but 
whoever trusts in the Lord shall be safe.” 

There are numerous blessings that result from having a reverent fear of the Lord; too 
many to mention here.  However, I will touch upon a few, in order 
to whet your appetite to search for more on your own: 
 We will gain knowledge – 
 · “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, but fools 
despise wisdom and instruction.”  Proverbs 1:7 
 · “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and the 
knowledge of the Holy One is understanding.”  Proverbs 9:10 
 We will have all we need – 
 · “Oh, fear the Lord, you His saints!  There is no want to those 
who fear Him.  The young lions lack and suffer hunger; but those 
who seek the Lord shall not lack any good thing.”  Psalm 34:9-10 
 · “Who is the man that fears the Lord?  Him shall He teach in 
the way He chooses.  He himself shall dwell in prosperity, and his 

descendants shall inherit the earth.  The secret of the Lord is with those who fear Him, and 
He will show them His covenant.”  Psalm 25:12-14 

God will delight in us – 
· “The Lord takes pleasure in those who fear Him, in those who hope in His mercy.” 

Psalm 147:11 
· “Behold, the eye of the Lord is on those who fear Him, on those who hope in His 

mercy, to deliver their soul from death, and to keep them alive in famine.”  Psalm 33:18-19 
 

While we need not be afraid of God, we would be wise to have an obedient regard for, 
and reverential fear of our Lord, if we want to maintain a truly meaningful and fruitful 
relationship with Him. 

 

“Teach me Your way, O Lord; I will walk in Your truth; Unite my heart to fear 
Your name.”  Psalm 86:11  
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†  Art in the Christian Tradition 
 

The Resurrection of Lazarus, 
by Giovanni di Paolo (active ca.1420-1482), 

Tempera and gold leaf on panel, 1426, 
© The Walters Art Museum, Baltimore 

 

O 
ur painting was originally part of a praedella (smaller paintings on the base of a 
large altarpiece) in the chapel of the Malavolti family in the church of San 
Domenico in Siena.  Our painter, Giovanni di Paolo paints our theme of Sunday 

Gospel reading, the resurrection of Lazarus, as a model for the Resurrection of Christ.  The 
panel demonstrate artist's 
mastery of a multi-
figured, dramatic 
narrative scene executed 
in the late-Gothic style.  
The figures are positioned 
on one line, a frieze, all 
pushing to see up close 
what is happening.  The 
agitated figures reveal 
extreme emotional states 
- from one onlookers in a 
blue overwhelmed by the 
stench from Lazarus's 
tomb to the desperate 
sorrow Mary and Martha 
begging Jesus to do 
something. 

In the Gospels, when 
Christ heals, the healing 
is not for the sole sake of 
the one healed, but for the 
sake of others and the 
entire community.  
Sunday's reading is a 
perfect example of this.  
Jesus raised Lazarus for 
Mary and Martha.  When 
we pray and ask to be 
healed, this healing is 
never just for me, so that 
I feel better, and my  
sufferings go away.  Jesus 
gives us healing for the sake of others too.  The healing would have directly affected all the 
people depicted in our painting. 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“Jesus said to her, ‘Did I not tell you that if you believe you 
will see the glory of God?”        John 11:40 

 

M any of us say that we believe in God.  We go to church 
on Sunday.  We volunteer for events at our parish.  But 

when life gets hard, the pressure is on, things aren’t going our way, 
do we really believe, do we really put our trust in the Lord?  When 
we live a life of gratitude, being thankful for the gifts we have 
been given, we really do see that God is providing all that we need. 
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I f you would like to request Altar flowers for 

a particular Sunday in Memory of a friend 

or loved one,  please fill out an envelope located 

in the back of the church or send an email request 

to dszen@yahoo.com or contact David Szen. 

†  Helping Our Neighbors 

 

H ere is an update about St. Paul’s ongoing food-related ministries serving our 
community: 

 Drive Thru Food Collection - occurs every other Wednesday from 11 am - noon.  We 
have now held over 76 food drives since April 22, 2020!  Last time our trucks delivered to 
the Jericho Food Pantry, Danbury and the St. James Daily Bread Food Pantry, Danbury.  

Our next food collection will be next Wednesday, April 5th and will support the Loaves 

& Fishes Hospitality House in New Milford and the Jericho Food Pantry in Danbury. 

Thank you all for your ongoing generosity and to the many volunteers who have helped 
to load the trucks and deliver food to the pantries. 

 

 

 

 

Next Drive-Thru Food Collection 

Wednesday April 5th 
 

Help us,  

Help others  

 

11 am to 1 pm 

 

mailto:Altarflowers@yahoo.com
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†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
  

Saturday, March 25th 
  

The Annunciation of Our Lord Jesus Christ to the Blessed Virgin Mary 
  

I n the first chapter of Luke we read how the angel Gabriel announced to Mary that she 
had been chosen to be the mother of the Christ, and how Mary answered, "Here I am, 

the handmaid of the Lord.  Let it be to me as you have said."  It is reasonable to suppose that 
Our Lord was conceived immediately after this.  Accordingly, since we celebrate His birth 
on December 25th, we celebrate the Annunciation nine months earlier, on March 25th.  

For many centuries most European countries took March 25, not January 1, as the day 
when the number of the year changed, so that March 24, 1201 was followed by March 25, 
1202 (and to think we struggle with Daylight Saving Time!).  If you had asked a Christian 
of that time why the calendar year changed so awkwardly partway through a month, he 

would have answered: "Today we begin a new year of the 
Christian era, the era which began X years ago today when 
God was made man, when He took upon Himself a fleshly 
body and human nature in the womb of the Virgin." 
 The following paragraph is from Chapter 14 of the 
book MIRACLES, by C S Lewis. 
 ...one of those features of the Christian story which is 
repulsive to the modern mind.  To be quite frank, we do 
not at all like the idea of a "chosen people."  Democrats 
by birth and education, we should prefer to think that all 
nations and individuals start level in the search for God, 
or even that all religions are equally true.  It must be 
admitted at once that Christianity makes no concessions 
to this point of view.  It does not tell of a human search 
for God at all, but of something done by God for, to, and 
about Man.  And the way in which it is done is selective, 
undemocratic, to the highest degree.  After the knowledge 
of God had been universally lost or obscured, one man 
from the whole earth (Abraham) is picked out.  He is 
separated (miserably enough, we may suppose) from his 
natural surroundings, sent into a strange country, and 
made the ancestor of a nation who are to carry the 
knowledge of the true God.  Within this nation there is 

further selection: some die in the desert, some remain behind in Babylon.  There is further 
selection still.  The process grows narrower and narrower, sharpens at last into one small 
bright point like the head of a spear.  It is a Jewish girl at her prayers.  All humanity (so far 
as concerns its redemption) has narrowed to that. 

The following quotation is from Martin Luther's sermon "On the MAGNIFICAT" (the 
Song of Mary, Luke 1:46-55). 

"For He that is mighty hath done great things for me, and Holy is His Name." (Luke 
1:49) 

The "great things" are nothing less than that she became the Mother of God, in which 
work so many and such great good things are bestowed upon her as pass man's 
understanding.  For on this there follows all honor, all blessedness, and her unique place in 
the whole of mankind, among whom she has no equal, namely, that she had a child by the 
Father in Heaven, and such a child. 

She herself is unable to find a name for this work, it is too exceedingly great; all she can 
do is break out in the fervent cry: "They are great things," impossible to describe or define.  
Hence men have crowded all her glory into a single word, calling her the Mother of God. 

No one can say anything greater of her or to her, though he had as many tongues as there 
are leaves on the trees, or grass in the fields, or stars in the sky, or sand by the sea. It needs 
to be pondered in the heart, what it means to be the Mother of God. 

Luther's Works, Vol. 21, p. 326, ed. Jaroslav Pelikan, Concordia Publishing House, 
1956.                        by James Kiefer  
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†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

Thursday, March 23rd 
 

Toribio of Mogrovejo 
Archbishop, 1606 

 

T 
oribio Alfonso de Mogrovejo (November 16, 1538 – March 23, 1606) was the 
Archbishop of Lima from 1579 until his death.  He first studied in the humanities 
and law before serving as a professor and later as the Grand Inquisitor at the 

behest of King Philip II.  His piousness and learning had reached the ears of the king who 
appointed him to that position which was considered unusual since he had no previous 
government or judicial experience.  His noted work for the Inquisition earned him praise 
from the king who nominated him for the vacant Lima archdiocese, though he was not yet a 
priest.  Accordingly, he was ordained to the priesthood in 1578 and was later consecrated as 
an archbishop in 1580 before setting off for Peru to begin his mission.  He was a noted and 
charismatic preacher who set about baptizing and catechizing to the natives while 
confirming almost half a million people; those included Rose of Lima and Martin de Porres. 

The archbishop was a staunch advocate for archdiocesan reform and set to work 
reforming the diocesan priests while instituting new educational procedures for seminaries.  
He built roads and schoolhouses as well as chapels and hospitals.  In 1591 he founded the 
first seminary in the western hemisphere and mandated that learning indigenous languages 
was a prerequisite in their formation.  He was seen as a champion of the rights of the natives 
against the Spanish masters.  He learned the local dialects for better communication with the 
native people and his own flock and was seen as a champion for rights and liberties despite 
Peruvian governors voicing opposition to him since he challenged their power and control. 

†  I Will Open Your Graves 

The people of the Old Testament did not believe in life after death in the same way that 

we do.  They thought that all who died ended up in a vague 

sort of existence called "Sheol" or "Shadow Land."  The 

idea of posthumous reward or punishment only came in the 

last few centuries before Christ.  When Ezekiel speaks of 

"opening graves" he is probably referring to the symbolic 

burial of those living in exile.  The people of Israel were 

living as slaves in Babylon (Iraq).  The prophet uses a 

poetic view of exile as a form of living death.  He believes 

that the people will be returned to Jerusalem in a symbolic 

"resurrection."  He also uses this image in his depiction of 

the dry bones returning to life (Ez 37:1-14).  It is a 

masterpiece of imaginative poetry. 

Lazarus 

 

"That imperious summons!  

Spring's restlessness among dry 

leaves.  He stands at the grave's  

entrance and rubs death from his eyes, 

 

while thought's fountain recommences 

its play, watering the waste ground 

over again for the germination 

of the blood's seed,  

where roses should blow." 

 

- R. S. Thomas (1913-2000) 
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†  Prayer 

Needs? 

mailto:prayingnow2@gmail.com
mailto:prayingnow2@gmail.com
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†  Bethany - Tomb of Lazarus   
 

T 
he little village of Bethany, on the eastern slope of the Mount of Olives less that 
two miles from Jerusalem, was a favorite place of rest and refuge for Jesus. 
Here he knew the intimacy and friendship of his friends Martha, Mary and 

Lazarus.  And here, in the cemetery just below the village, he raised Lazarus from the dead. 
When Lazarus was dying, as John’s Gospel (11:1-44) recounts, his sisters sent for Jesus.  

But Jesus delayed his arrival until four days after 
Lazarus had been buried, “so that the Son of God may 
be glorified.” 

Arriving at the tomb, Jesus called: “Lazarus, come 
out!”  To the amazement of mourners who had 
witnessed the burial, the dead man walked out.  This 
miracle confirmed the determination of the religious 
leaders in Jerusalem to have Jesus put to death. 

Bethany (not to be confused with Bethany Beyond 
the Jordan, where Christ was baptized) is also 
associated with two other events: 

• While Christ was visiting his friends’ home, 
Martha complained that her sister Mary, sitting at the 
Lord’s feet and listening to him, had left all the work to 
her.  Christ replied: “Mary has chosen the better part, 
which will not be taken away from her”. (Luke 10:38-
42) 

• At dinner in the house of Simon the Leper, a week 
before the crucifixion, Mary took a jar of expensive 
ointment and poured it over Christ’s feet - an act he saw 

as the anointing of his 
body for burial. (John 
12:1-8). 
Pilgrims Since Early 

Centuries 
The present Arab 
village, on the south-
eastern slope of the Mount of Olives, is called Al-
Azariyeh, an Arabic version of Lazarus.  The original 
village was probably higher up the hill to the west of the 
tomb of Lazarus. 
 The Franciscan Albert Storme says the reason why 
pilgrims have been drawn to this place is not based on 
“some ‘casual’ wonder.  In their eyes, Lazarus’ 
resurrection prefigured that of Christ, and heralded their 
own return from the grave.” 
 Christian churches have been built here since the early 
centuries.  In AD 333, the Anonymous Pilgrim of 
Bordeaux reported seeing “the crypt where Lazarus had 
been laid to rest.” 

(Continued on page 13) 

View of Bethany, with, from left, the Catholic Church of St Lazarus, the Al-Ozir Mosque and the Greek Orthodox church  

https://www.youtube.com/shorts/C52qw9GeKUc
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By the 14th century the churches were in ruins and the original entrance to the tomb had 
been turned into a mosque.  In the 16th century the Franciscans cut through the soft rock to 
create the present entrance. 

27 Steps to Burial Chamber 
Today’s pilgrims enter from the street down a flight of 24 well-worn and uneven steps to 

a vestibule.  Three more steps lead to the burial chamber, little more than 2 yards long.  
Tradition says Jesus stood 
in the vestibule to call 
Lazarus from the grave. 

The present Catholic 
church, with mosaics 
depicting the events that 
occurred here, was built in 
1954.  Architect Antonio 
Barluzzi contrasted the 
sadness of death with the 
joy of resurrection by 
designing a crypt-like, 
windowless church, into 
which light floods from 
the large oculus in its 
dome. 

A Greek Orthodox 
church, dedicated to 
Simon the Leper, is to the 
west of the tomb. 

Since 2005 Bethany, 
in the West Bank, has 
been cut off from 
Jerusalem by Israel’s 
separation wall.  The wall 
actually cuts across the 
main street, making a 
serious impact on the live 
of residents and on the 
town’s economy. 

What used to be a 10-
minute drive from the 
Mount of Olives to 
Bethany now requires a 
lengthy detour, so the 
Tomb of Lazarus has become isolated from the normal pilgrim and tourist route. 

In Scripture: 
• Jesus raises Lazarus to life: John 11:1-44 

• Jesus visits Martha and Mary: Luke 10:38-42 

• The anointing at Bethany: John 12:1-8 

(Continued from page 12) Bethany 
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†  Potential Tax Savings 

I f you meet the following requirements, your normal donation to 

Saint Paul's can result in a tax savings for you.  This program is 

called "A Qualified Charitable Distribution."  The two requirements are: 

1) The contributor must be 70 years and 6 months old. 2) A retirement 

account must already be in place.  This can be an IRA or a 401K 

account.  For further information contact Jim Miller at 

jmmiller715@aol.com or Chuck Allen at stpaulstreasurer@charter.net. 

Reconstruction of 8th-century B.C. inscription by 

workers digging Hezekiah’s Tunnel  

https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=546587346
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=546587382
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=546587431
mailto:jmmiller715@aol.com
mailto:stpaulstreasurer@charter.net
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†  Ladies Evening Zoom Bible Study 
  
 The Ladies Evening Zoom Bible Study resumes 
this week with their  studies on Philippians.  If you 
live nearby and can come to church, we will enjoy 
seeing each other in person.  On March 29th, we will 
gather as usual on Zoom to discuss what we learned 
about the use of Icons to expand our faith journey.. 
 Any questions?  Please contact Carol to get on the 
weekly email with the zoom link.  
cmeadwheeler@hotmail.com or 203-525-0011. 

†  Ezekiel  
 

E zekiel was a prophet and a priest.  His ministry 
began before the conquest of Judah in 587 BC, 

and continued in exile in Babylon.  This book is the 
foundation for both Jewish and Christian visionary or 
apocalyptic literature, e.g. Revelation (or The 
Apocalypse).  It is a book that contains many strange 
things (strange because we do not understand them, 
e.g. Ezekiel eating a scroll), but the prophet's message 
to the exiles is clear: he assures his hearers of God's 
abiding presence among them, and he emphasizes 
God's involvement in the events of the day, so that 
Israel and all nations "will know that I am the Lord."  
For the first time, we see the importance of the 
individual in his relationship to God.  To a dispersed 
and discouraged people, he brings a message of hope: 
hope that God will restore them to their homeland and 
the temple.  

S 
unday’s Collect  provides one of our favorite 
reassurances - that if we love what God 
commands, and desire what He promises, 

then among the swift and varies changes of the world, 
our hearts may be fixed where true joys are to be found, 
and we need not look only to the world around us for 
love, affirmation, serenity and peace.  What a relief! 

†  New Member Class  

A 
re you new to St. Paul's?  Please join us on 

Saturday April 22nd, from 9:30- noon, in the 

Guild Room, where Fr. Joe will offer an 

opportunity to learn about our church, the 

Christian faith, and the Episcopal tradition.  

This will also be a time of preparing those 

interested for our Confirmation service on May 14th.  

Please sign up in the back of the church, or email Fr. 

Joe at shepley.j@gmail.com. 

 

mailto:cmeadwheeler@hotmail.com
mailto:shepley.j@gmail.com
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†  Recovery & Self-Reflection Group 

E very Sunday evening at 7 pm in the Guild Room, Gordy Hiltz is 

convening a new Recovery & Self-Reflection group.  It will be a 

"fellowship meeting for those who are 

looking to make amends with past decisions 

by reflecting on where we've been, are now, 

and would like to be.  This will be 

accomplished using topic guided discussions, 

increasing self awareness for our day to day 

actions, with the goal of being a slightly 

better version of ourselves from who we 

were the day before each and every day." 

 

†  Wednesday Morning Healing Service  
  

D o you need a pick me up in the middle of the week?  Or are 

you looking for some healing prayer?  Or maybe you’re just 

interested in a smaller, quieter, more intimate worship experience 

than our Sunday celebrations.  Join us each week on Wednesdays at 

10 am for Holy Communion and healing along with an inspirational 

homily from Fr. Joe.  Our mid-week service offers all the above.  

Following the service, coffee and fellowship is available as well as 

a lively Bible Study in the Guild Room until noon. 

†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

Thursday, March 23rd 
 

Gregory the Illumniator 
Bishop and Missionary of Armenia, c. 332 

 

A 
rmenia was the first nation-state to become officially Christian, and this set a 
precedent for the legalization of Christianity by the Emperor Constantine.  As a 
buffer state between the more powerful empires of Rome and Persia, Armenia 

endured many shifts of policy, as first one and then the other empire took it “under 
protection.” 

The accounts of Gregory, known as the Illuminator (or 
Enlightener) and as “Apostle of the Armenians,” are a mixture 
of legend and fact.  He was born about 257.  After his father 
assassinated the Persian King Chosroes I, the infant boy was 
rescued and taken to Caesarea in Cappadocia, where he was 
brought up as a Christian.  He married a woman named Mary, 
who bore him two sons.  About 280, he returned to Armenia, 
after experiencing various fortunes of honor and imprisonment, 
succeeded in converting King Tiridates to his faith.  With the 
help of the King the country was Christianized, and paganism 
was rooted out.  About 300, Gregory was ordained a bishop at 
Caesarea.  He established his cathedral at Valarshapat, with his 
center of work nearby at Echmiadzin, now in Armenia, and 
still the spiritual center of Armenian Christianity. 

There is no record that Gregory attended the First 
Ecumenical Council at Nicaea in 325, but a tradition records 
that he sent in his stead his younger son Aristages, whom he 
ordained as his successor.  His last years were spent in 
solitude, and he died about 332.  
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First Communion - Coming Soon! 

Calling all families with students in second grade 

or above.  First Communion classes with Fr. Joe 

will being this spring.  Contact Fr. Joe to sign up. 

Classes will be held on Sunday, April 16, 23 & 

May 7 & 15 from 9:45 - 10:15 am. 

The First Communion celebration will on Sunday 

May 21st at the 10:30 am service. 

W atch your thoughts, they become words; 
watch  your words, they become actions; 

watch  your actions, they become habits; 
watch your habits, they become character; 
watch  your character, it becomes your destiny.  - Frank Outlaw 
 

W e can not stop the thoughts that come into our heads 
but we do not have to serve them tea.  - Rumi 
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COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 
 

Mar 26th  8 am -  Pat Brought   10:30 am -  Astbury’s 
Apr   2nd 8 am -  Cindy Maier   10:30 am -  Hiltz’s 

Contact Mary Allen at 

203-775-6633 or 

chamla@charter.net. 

†  Wednesday Service Growing in Popularity 

O ur mid-week Wednesday morning 10 am Holy Eucharist with 

healing prayer has been growing consistently.  With live music 

and a brief homily from Fr. Joe, this service is just what you need to 

sutain you through the week.  Come join us and check it out or watch 

on YouTube Live. 

 

†  Ladies Tuesday Morning Bible 

Study 

T he Tuesday Morning Ladies Bible Study 

is starting a new study on Matthew. 

Zoom is available and all are invited (ladies 

only please!).  They meet every Tuesday at 9:30 

in Crocker Hall or by Zoom.  Contact Mary 

Beth Durkin durkin.mb@gmail.com for the 

Zoom link and further information. 

 

Take a Hanger 

Fill a Hanger 

We are holding our annual Coat Drive to benefit the various agencies in 

Danbury that assist the homeless.  “Take a Hanger” from the rack we’ll 

have at the back of the church.  Check your closets for those unused 

coats.  And “Fill a Hanger.”  Bring it back to St. Paul’s and we’ll get 

that coat on the back of someone who needs it. 

mailto:Hi%20Dave. %20Could%20you%20please%20add%20that%20we%20needs%20Coffee%20Hour%20hCHAMLA@CHARTER.NET
mailto:durkin.mb@gmail.com
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†  Our Daily Bread 
 

O ur Daily Bread for March, April & May 2022 is now available 

for free on the table in the back of the church.  Our Daily 

Bread contains a scripture verse and meditation for each day.  It is also 

available online at https://odb.org/.  Phone apps are available as well  

Name Tags - Please be courteous to your fellow 
parishioners, to newcomers, visiting clergy and guests by 
extending a warm welcome to them and by wearing your 
name tag.  And remember to wear them to coffee hour as 
well. 

https://odb.org/
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https://event.attendstar.com/event/show/rlt2023/
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/YxOUiqUpjSc
mailto:gordyhiltz@gmail.com


22  

 

Jul 5, 2019 

 

M 
ary Perry celebrates 

on Saturday.  Susan 

Yurcisin opens on 

Tuesday.  Have a blessed 

day everyone! 

A Secret 

Mission 
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†  Sermon Shorts 

T he Good Shepherd.  To replay all our 

sermons, audio and videos follow this 

link for the Sunday Sermons.  Check out our 

Sermon Archives as well. 

 

†  This Sunday’s Readings 
(Click on the red links for the readings) 

 

The Raising of Lazarus 

 

 Ezekiel 37:1-14 

I n our first reading the prophet has a vision of the bones of a dead and hopeless people 

being restored to new life in their homeland.  The Lord calls upon Ezekiel as son of 

man to prophecy that the people who have experienced exile and many hardships will live 

again.  The Spirit of the Lord restores their spirit and breath, and they rise from death.  

Although this passage can be understood to anticipate the hope of individual 

resurrection, Israel did not yet have this belief. 

 Psalm 130 

The psalmist calls to the merciful Lord and waits upon God for 

forgiveness and redemption. 

 Romans 8:6-11 

In this lesson Paul draws a contrast between minds dominated by fleshly 

and worldly things and those in whom Christ lives and are set on the Spirit.  

The person at enmity with God is incapable of fulfilling the intention of the 

law, but one in whom Christ dwells is 

animated by the Spirit of God, and that 

Spirit, through which God raised Jesus 

from the dead, also gives to believers true 

life in our mortal bodies. 

 John 11:1-45 

The gospel is the story of Jesus’ 

raising of Lazarus from the dead.  This is the last and 

greatest of Jesus’ signs, and it points beyond itself to the 

hope of a new life after death for all.  Only slowly do 

Jesus’ friends begin to understand what he is saying to 

them and the deeper meaning of their own words.  Soon 

the one who has raised Lazarus will himself be put to death, and then become the way of 

resurrection to eternal life. 

 

John 11:1-45 
This story about Lazarus shares 

much in common with that of the 

Samaritan woman at the well.  

With the Samaritan woman the 

issue was seeing Jesus as the 

source of living water as compared 

to ordinary water.  Here the issue 

is to see Jesus as the source of 

living life as compared to ordinary 

life.  

 

 

http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2018.html
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Lent/ALent5_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Lent/ALent5_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Lent/ALent5_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Lent/ALent5_RCL.html#GOSPEL
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

It is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  In our baptism we have been called to rise from the dead and to live with 
Christ in the Spirit of God: Bonded to the whole people of God in baptism, Lord hear our 
prayer as we pray for the church and all people in 
their need: 
 
.....Joe Hock, Harlan Jessup, Jan Brochu, Ed 
Licence and other parishioners convalescing in 
extended care facilities. 
.....All Saints’, Meriden; St. Andrew’s, Meriden; 
Christ Church Middle Haddam. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
.....Collaborative ministries and all ministry networks. 
.....Clayton Ferry, Barbara Hock, Jim Megura, 
Jay Lawrence, Peter Scalzo, Jr., Denise, Jennifer, 
Susan, Anja, Katie, Gail, Doris, Karen, Beverly Hall, Robert, Eve, Roger, Barbara, 
Alex, Fred, Cynthia, Arlene Coleman, Mary Thomas, Sarah, David Williams, Heidi 
Pinheiro, Amy, Donna, Denny, Paula Pascoa, Mike and Ken continued healing. 
.....the people of Ukraine; the people of the Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic; the people 
of Bangladesh; the bishop, clergy and laity of the Diocese of Ziwa (Lake) Rukwa - The 
Anglican Church of Tanzania, and our sister and brother members of the EKD - Evangelical 
Reformed Church in Bavaria and North-Western Germany. 

.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.  
Pray also for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus 
Christ. 

.....St. James’ Episcopal Church, Danbury and their Daily Bread Food Pantry, 
which is the recipient of our food basket collections for the month of March. 
.....Zion Pentecostal Church, Danbury, a church partner of the Jericho 

Partnership. 
.....Our missionaries, Will & Becky McLaughlin and their family, and 

their ministry in Cambodia; that  God will provide greater 
peace and freedom to live and work among the 

Cambodians. 
.....That we open our hearts to see God’s active presence in our 

daily lives and become “partakers in the divine nature.” 
…..The one third of humanity that does not have access to the gospel, for 
zealous preachers of the word, that by the Holy Spirit, they open the ears 
of their hearers to the good news of salvation and their eyes to the 
loveliness of God’s wisdom.  

.....For Protection. 

 

 

 

Tomb of Lazarus 
 

I n this video we visit 

the traditional site 

of Lazarus' Tomb, 

where Jesus 

performed one of his 

most important 

miracles...the 

resurrection of 

Lazarus from the 

dead!  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ukraine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sahrawi_Arab_Democratic_Republic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bangladesh
https://www.oikoumene.org/member-churches/ekd-evangelical-reformed-church-in-bavaria-and-north-western-germany
https://www.oikoumene.org/member-churches/ekd-evangelical-reformed-church-in-bavaria-and-north-western-germany
http://www.saintjamesdanbury.org/
http://www.dailybreadfoodpantry.com/index.html
https://www.zpcct.org/
https://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/60.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oa4SMKvO5o4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oa4SMKvO5o4
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Just For the Joy of It! 
(And Christian Fellowship) 

†  It Takes An Editorial Board 
Contributors to 
Sword Points: 

 

C huck Allen, Dan 
Bacon, Dot 

Crocker, Mary Beth 
Durkin, Steve 
Hemming, Steve 
Hemming, Mary 
Perry, Kirsten 
Peterson, Joe 
Shepley, Pam Szen, 
David Szen, Carol 
Wheeler, Don 
Winkley. Ecclesiasticus 43:27 - We could say more but could never 

say enough; let the final word be: ‘He is the all.’   - 30 - 

Random Fact of the 

Week! 

Did you know … that 

according to tradition, 

Lazarus never smiled 

during the thirty years 

after his resurrection?  

 

https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lazarus_of_Bethany

