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Sword Points 

  † This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

 Thu., Mar. 15 - 10:00 am - Lenten Series, Guild Room  

   7:30 pm - Healing Team, Guild Room 

   7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

 Sat., Mar. 17 -  7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

 Sun., Mar. 18 -            Fourth Sunday in Lent 

   8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

   9:15 am - Adult Christian Education, Guild Room 

   9:15 am - High School/Young Adult Bible Study, Youth Lounge 

   10:30 am - Sunday School 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

   5:00 pm - Youth Group 

   6:15 pm - Vespers 

 Mon. Mar. 19 -            Saint Joseph, Guardian of our Lord 

   7:00 pm - Stephen Ministry, Guild Room 

 Tue., Mar. 20 -   9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

 Wed., Mar. 21 - 10:00 am - Holy Eucharist and Healing 

   6:30 pm - Lenten Series, Parish Hall  

 Thu., Mar. 22 - 10:00 am - Lenten Series, Guild Room   

   7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

†  Lenten Series Touching Hearts 

W e are two weeks into our Lenten Series on Becoming a Good Samaritan.  "What 

does it take to “love your neighbor” in a global community?  This program had 

been questioning how we as Christians live out Christ's love in world-changing ways right 

where we live.  Exploring the most pressing issues of our time, it takes us out of the pews 

and into the streets where, as the hands and feet of Christ, we can live out the gospel, 

positively impacting those suffering from poverty, social injustice, pandemic diseases, and 

more.  The initial week explored the story of the Good Samaritan in its original historical 

context and the lessons Jesus was trying to teach.  This week the group looked at “Caring for 

the Sick” and the overwhelming need throughout the world and how we can help one person 

at a time.  Next week’s session is titled “Seeking Justice and Reconciliation.”  Join us for 

moments that will grip and change your heart.  Soup and salad dinner starts at 6:30 on 

Wednesday nights.  The series 

is also offered on Thursday 

mornings at 10 am. Becoming a Good Samaritan 

C:/Documents and Settings/Gail Winkley/My Documents/Acolytes
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†  Transforming Stewardship 

 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only 

Son…”               - John 3:16 

O f all the wonderful gifts that God has 

given to us, the gift of His own Son is 

truly the greatest.  How can we ever thank God for 

a gift like that?  God does not ask us to sacrifice 

our own precious firstborn, but He does ask that 

we be generous in making some sacrifices for Him. 



 3 

 
†  First Anniversary of the Great East Japan Earthquake 

From the Primate of The Anglican Church in Japan 
 

Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.”     John 21:12 
 

[Anglican Communion News Service]    On the 11th of March Japan marked the first 

anniversary of the Great East Japan Earthquake.  We, members of the Anglican Church in 

Japan, gather together and pray for those who have suffered a great deal of difficulty since the 

disaster that totally changed their lives.  We also pray for the lives lost and the devastated 

areas, and for their earliest recovery. 

A year ago Japan’s 

most powerful earthquake 

struck the north-east 

coast, triggering a massive 

tsunami.  Houses, ships 

and buildings were swept 

away by a wall of water 

and more than 19,000 

lives were lost.  The 

subsequent nuclear crisis 

at the Fukushima No. 1 

nuclear plant with a series 

of explosions, set off a 

huge leak of radioactive 

substances into the 

surrounding environment, 

leaving the soil, the sea 

and many buildings contaminated.  The residents were evacuated and even today a great 

number of people remain in evacuation centers and temporary shelters with fears and 

uncertainties in their minds. 

About a month after this devastating disaster, the Anglican Church in Japan set up the “Let 

us walk together” project which is based in Sendai, and sought to support the victims of the 

disaster and offer food and supplies.  This project collaborates with the supporting 

organizations of the Tohoku diocese and works in many areas in a wide region more than 500 

kilometers around the stricken area in order to support victims and help communities recover.  

We are very grateful for all the prayers, donations, food and supplies, and the work of 

the volunteers we have 

received for this 

project. 

We received a great 

amount in donations, 

not only from the 

Japanese Anglican 

dioceses and related 

organizations around 

the country, but also 

from the Anglican 

Churches all over the 

world.  The donations have been used for the project to support the victims, and also for those 

who have lost their houses and for restoring the church buildings which had been destroyed or 

damaged. 

The Great East Japan Earthquake has brought to us many issues.  Amongst them there is 

one issue which we cannot avoid.  Japan is the only country in the world which has 

(Continued on page 4) 

†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts 

L ast Sunday, on the one-year anniversary of the 

tsunami in Japan, along with the story of Jesus 

cleansing the Temple, Fr. Shepley speaks to the place of 

worship in our lives, the role idols play and how we expand 

lives of Christian devotion throughout the challenges of life.  

Emphasizing the Body of Christ as the church without walls, 

the understanding of ourselves as God's holy temples is 

underscored with Scriptural support, as well as applications to our lives. 

To replay sermons follow this link for The Sunday Sermons each week. 

http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
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†  Happy Birthday to You! 

J oan Kirner celebrates today!  Friday is the big day for Kathi 

Brown & Marie Williams.  Elaine Skewis & Laurie DoBosh 

will be expecting your card on Saturday.  Kenneth Brown & Sandy 

Chaleski will be blowing out candles on Sunday.  Charles Connors, 

Rachel Melody & Richard Strum will be another year older and 

wiser on Monday.  Marion Franklin  celebrates on Tuesday.  The 

party will be for Phil Barackman & Ralph Franklin on 

Wednesday.  Have a blessed day each one of you! 

experienced an atomic bomb attack in its history, and therefore we have always insisted on 

the abolition of nuclear weapons.  Meanwhile we have enjoyed the comfort and 

convenience which nuclear power plants have provided for us.  The Great East Japan 

Earthquake revealed completely the fragility of the safety with which we have always 

trusted these nuclear power plants.  Now we must seek to change our lifestyle and find 

different energy sources. 

Two thousand years ago Jesus faced his miserable death on the cross, and the disciples 

were in the depth of despair to have lost their leader.  They went to Galilee, and Peter, who 

was a fisherman earlier in his life, led the others to go fishing with him.  No fish were 

caught.  Disappointed and helpless, they headed back to the shore.  When Jesus made the 

fire and prepared the breakfast of fish and bread and waited for the disciples to come back to 

the shore, the disciples, without knowing it was Jesus, cast their nets to the side 

Jesus pointed and caught so many fish.  Meeting Jesus again on the shore changed 

the disciples’ lives completely.  The resurrection of Jesus revealed to them that the 

Lord would never desert them and from that they stood up together to make the 

world where every human being is brought together with the bond of love. 

One year on, in the devastated towns and villages in the North-east of Japan, life is 

still far from a strong recovery.  Even now, a great number of people are left with 

nowhere to go back to since their houses were contaminated by radioactive 

material.  How do they recover after this?  How do they feel peaceful again after 

losing their loved ones, homes and everything?  It will take a number of years and 

much effort.  We pray that God will stay near everyone in their lives and bring 

courage and hope to them. 

 As those who will follow God’s way, we choose to make up our mind once 

more, at this anniversary, to support the people and communities which have gone 

through such difficult times in this last year.       + Nathaniel Makoto Uematsu 

(Continued from page 3) Great East Japan Earthquake 

†  Mothering Sunday 
 

S unday, March 18, is Lent 4 also known as Mothering Sunday, Rose 

Sunday, Laetare Sunday, Simnel Sunday or Refreshment Sunday.  It is the 

midway point to Easter.  The color for this Sunday is Rose or pink and it signals 

the joy in reaching the midway point to Easter.  In Latin the word “Laetare” 

means to rejoice. 

 It was the custom in 17th-century England for Christians to pay their respects 

on the fourth Sunday in Lent to the "Mother Church" where they had been 

baptized.  Also known as Misers, or Mid-Lent Sunday, this day usually included a 

visit to one's parents - to "go a-mothering," as it was called back then.  Those in 

service (maids and servants) were allowed one day to visit their family each year.  This was 

Mothering Sunday.  It was common practice to bring a cake or trinket for the mother of the 

family.  In England the favorite gift was the simnel cake, a saffron-flavored fruitcake topped 

with almond paste. 
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CHURCH SCHOOL NEWS 

 

 

 

 

 

O ur annual Easter Egg Hunt will be held on 

Saturday, April 7th at 10 - 11:30 am for 

children pre-K to Grade 5.  We will be accepting 

donations of wrapped candy and would love some 

help with this fun event.  If you would like to 

help with planning a craft for the children, 

making a simple snack for the children to 

enjoy, please contact either Heather Melody 

or Lori O'Hara. 
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†  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 

(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 
 

 

Opening Hymn Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing  
Gradual Hymn Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound  
Offertory Hymn In Christ Alone  
Closing Hymn Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah  

 

Easter Choir 

C ome sing with us! We are putting together a special choir to sing at 

both the 8:00 and 10:30 services on Easter Sunday, April 8.  If you 

are interested in singing for one or both services, rehearsals are 

Thursdays March 15, March  22, and March 29 at 7:30 (for about half an 

hour), and Wednesday, April 4 at 7:30.  Please contact Kirsten Peterson 

(kirpeterson@comcast.net) for more information.  

 

 

†  First Communion Classes 

T he first meeting for those children in Grade 2 (and 

above) to begin First Holy Communion Classes with Fr. 

Joe is April 22nd.  We'll meet in the Level 4 classroom at 9:45 

until 10:15 on the following Sundays: April 22, April 29, May 

6th & May 12th.  First Holy Communion will take place on May 

20th during the 10:30 am service. 

Vespers is a time of 

worship and 

fellowship, with quiet 

moments to pray, and 

some upbeat music to 

lift our spirits.   

The Vespers service on March 25th will 

include Holy Communion. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nq-Q22Pf1W8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DDDlxmsciqY&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8welVgKX8Qo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J4gej0K_LRo
mailto:kirpeterson@comcast.net
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 O n Sunday the Youth Group 

took advantage of the 

warm weather and Daylight Saving 

Time to get outside for a change.  

They played some Frisbee golf.  And 

they tried to sing YMCA.  One letter 

out of four isn’t bad. 

Oh!  I forgot 

my letter. 

Are you 

kiddin’ me? 

“C”   You’re 

the “C” !! 

† HELP 

NEEDED! 

W e’re looking for 

Adult / Parent 

volunteers to help out on 

Sunday evenings while we 

search for a new Youth 

Leader. Regular 

volunteers who want to 

help with the 

programming are always 

welcome. Or, if you are 

just able to be an extra 

adult “chaperone” for one 

week, please let us know – 

youth.stpaulsbrookfield@g

mail.com  

St. Paul’s OWN 
 

March 18th  -  Youth Group 5-7pm 

March 25th  -  Youth Group 5-7pm 

April 1st  -  Youth Group 5-7pm 

April 8th  -  No Youth Group 

April 15th  -  Youth Group 5-7pm 

mailto:youth.stpaulsbrookfield@gmail.com
mailto:youth.stpaulsbrookfield@gmail.com
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 

such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 

…..Grace Church, Hartford; St. James’, Hartford; St. Martin’s, Hartford; St. Monica’s, 

Hartford 

…..Dot Blake, convalescing from a stroke at Filosa in Danbury. 

…..Sue Jennings, thanksgiving for a return to her home. 

…..Gerry Mullen, strength and freedom from pain. 

…..the Program & Budget Committee of the Diocese of 

Connecticut 

…..Doug Azzarito, healing of blood cancer. 

…..Paul Estok, healing of his broken leg. 

…..Ginny Beck for continued healing and strength. 

…..Norma Jean Sporck, quick recovery and easy rehab from hip replacement surgery. 

…..David Palmer, strength and peace as he recovers from fluid on the brain. 

…..Bill Mayers’ daughter, Kathleen for recovery from a heart condition. 

…..Walter Biscardi for healing and strength.  Sleep and rest, and blessings for those who 

provide and seek to discern his ongoing care. 

…..Bonnie Wanzer, prompt recovery from 

recent gall bladder surgery. 

…..Drew Crocker, for his continued healing, 

physically, emotionally, and spiritually. 

…..Kelly & Tim Malloy, their children and 

their team, safety in Jos, Nigeria. 

…..Tom Balash, strength and mobility. 

…..Cy Dennerlein, recovering from a fall. 

…..Kay Tucker who is undergoing 

chemotherapy for cancer, a miracle of 

healing. 

…..Henry Manning, safe return to his 

family. 

 

† Banana Bread Cobbler 

Directions: 

Preheat oven to 375º.  

Whisk together flour 

and next 2 

ingredients just until 

blended.  Whisk in melted butter.  

Pour batter into a lightly greased 11x7 inch baking 

dish.  Top with banana slices and sprinkle with 

Streusel Topping.  Bake at 375º for 40-45 minutes or 

until golden brown and bubbly.  Serve with ice cream 
 

Streusel Topping Directions: 

Stir together brown sugar, flour and butter until 

crumbly, using a fork.  Stir in oats and pecans 

Ingredients: 

1 c. self-rising flour 

1 c. sugar 

1 c. milk 

½ c. butter, melted 

4 medium ripe bananas, sliced 

Streusel Topping 

Vanilla ice cream 

 

Streusel Topping: 

¾ c. firmly packed light brown sugar 

½ c. self-rising flour 

½ c. butter, softened 

1 c. uncooked regular oats 

½ c. chopped pecans 
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†  Scholarly Speaking 
 

Mothering / Refreshment Sunday 
 

T hese two traditional titles refer to the Fourth Sunday in Lent and derive from the 

Epistle (Galatians 4:21-31) and Gospel (John 6:1-14) readings which were 

commonly used in most of the Western Church from the early Middle Ages until the 

adoption of the three year lectionary cycles (Roman, Anglican, Lutheran, &c.) after Vatican 

II.  The Lesson from Galatians was dropped entirely from the Eucharistic lectionary (our 

Prayer Book assigns it to Evening Prayer in odd-numbered years).  Our Prayer Book did 

retain a shortened form of the Johannine reading in 1979, but when we adopted the Revised 

Common Lectionary (RCL) that too disappeared as it had in other versions of the lectionary.  

(It does actually get read later this summer but obviously in a different setting.) 

It is that first reading from Galatians with the passage, “Jerusalem which is above is free, 

which is the mother of us all,” that gave the Sunday the title of “Mothering Sunday” and set 

the pattern for it to be observed - not just in England but in most of Europe - as the 

equivalent of our Mothers’ Day.  Freshly picked violets are often gathered as a gift for 

mothers.  Indeed I have served in American churches where that emphasis is still 

kept in preference to falling in with the “Hallmark Holiday” in May.  The Prayer 

Book revisers noted in one of their studies that the passage from Galatians 

illustrated all the difficulties in understanding Paul that Peter had complained 

about.  To me this would mean a teaching moment, or failing that, use another 

passage that might express the theme:  a quick search came up with several 

selections, some more apt than others to be sure, that could have been used.  

There are also two hymns associated with this observance are, “O mother dear, 

Jerusalem” and “Jerusalem, my happy home” - both were in the 1940 hymnal, though only 

the second made it into the 1982 edition, and using one of these hymns would be one way of 

keeping a trace of this ancient association with the day.   

The Gospel reading, the feeding of the multitude, gives the second theme 

of “Refreshment Sunday.”  None of the new readings present this theme as 

directly as did the old Gospel, but other readings are provided which do give 

some suggestion of the theme.  This year we have only 1 Corinthians 8:1-13 

where Paul discusses food sacrificed to idols, a bit removed from God’s 

feeding his people, but not totally alien to the idea.  Last year 1 Samuel 16:1

-13 mentioned the sacrificial feast at the time of David’s anointing and 

Psalm 23 told of the LORD spreading a table, which comes a bit closer.  Next year we read 

Joshua 5:9-12 with its account of the first Passover feast 

in the promised land, and Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 where the 

Prodigal Son returns and is greeted with a banquet and 

both these do pick up on refreshment. 

 One delightful custom which brings both themes 

together is the practice of baking 

simnel cakes (a kind of fruit cake) as 

a gift for mothers and a treat for all.   

I once had the great joy of having a parishioner who liked baking so 

much that she provided something different for coffee hour every week 

for most of the seven years I spent in the parish, and who did do simnel 

cakes for us one year. 
 Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

†  Transforming Thoughts 

Although we will never be perfect in this life, it's God's passionate desire to continually 

transform our hearts & lives to reflect the beauty, love & holiness of Jesus.~ Chip Ingram 

http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=198759602
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=198759675
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=198761207
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=111444577
http://www.hymnary.org/text/o_mother_dear_jerusalem
http://www.hymnary.org/text/o_mother_dear_jerusalem
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2droC8Fx5EM&feature=related
http://www.food.com/recipe/traditional-british-mothering-sunday-simnel-cake-214666
mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
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Save the dates! 

VBS 2012 

Monday, July 16th 

                Friday, July 20th 

9:00 am to 12:00 pm 

 

 

 

 

Stay tuned for more details soon!  

† Get Well Walter! 
 

W e’re happy to report that Walter Biscardi has been 

released from Yale-New Haven and is rehabilitating 

at the River Glen Health Care Center in Southbury on 162 

South Britain Road (exit 14 off of I-84).  He is in room 204 

and his phone # is (203) 586-7164.  Please feel free to call Tara 

Shepley (203-228-4746) for any updates or information. 

 

May the peace of God, which passes all understanding, guard 

your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.     Phil. 4:7 

† Where Did You Go To Church 

Last Sunday 
St. Luke’s Hilton Head, South Carolina 

 

W e’re starting 

to get reports 

back from our 

snowbirds, who 

must be getting 

jealous of our spring 

like weather.  Joyce 

and Rich Emmett 

returned recently 

from Hilton Head 

where Rich gets in 

his daily round of 

golf.  They’ve been 

going down there since the early ‘90’s and have made 

St. Luke’s Episcopal their “church-away-from-

church.” 
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 † Only A Sketch 
 

I n our memorial garden we have a bench given by Fr. Andy Buchanan that is inscribed 

1 Corinthians 13:12. 
 

“Now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then 

face to face.  Now I know in part, but then I 

shall know just as I also am known.” 
 

In The Weight of Glory, C. S. Lewis tells 

the story of a woman who gave birth to a son 

while confined as a prisoner in a dungeon.  

Since the boy had never seen the outside 

world, his mother tried to describe it by 

making pencil drawings.  Later when he and 

his mother were released from prison, the 

simple pencil sketches were replaced by the 

actual images of our beautiful world. 

In a similar way, the inspired picture the Bible gives us of heaven will someday be 

replaced by joyful, direct experience.  Paul understood that our perception of heaven is 

limited until one day in the future when we will be in Christ’s presence.  “Now we see in a 

mirror, dimly, but then face to face.  Now I know in part, but then I shall know just as I also 

am known” (1 Cor. 13:12).  Yet Paul’s confidence in future glory gave him strength in the 

midst of trial: “I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be 

compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us” (Rom. 8:18). 

Our current idea of the glories of heaven is only a simple sketch.  But we can be 

completely confident in Jesus’ claim that He has gone to prepare a place for us (John 14:1-

3).  The best is yet to come! 
 

Sometimes I grow homesick for heaven 

And the glories I there shall behold; 

What a joy that will be when my Savior I see 

In that beautiful city of gold! —Anon. 
 

Now we see Jesus in the Bible, but one day we’ll see Him face to face. 

http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/1%20Cor.%2013.12
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Rom.%208.18
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/John%2014.1-3
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/John%2014.1-3
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† “Who’s That?” 
 

W e love pictures and this one recently popped up in our e-

mail box.  Think you  know who this freckled face cutie 

is? Submit your answer by e-mail to stpaulssword-

points@gmail.com. Who knows you could win another one of our 

awesome prizes. 

 If you would like to submit a picture for “Who’s That?” send it 

by e-mail to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  Or you can give it to 

Fr. Joe or the parish office.  We’ll scan them and get them right back 

to you. 

mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
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Valet Parking Attendants Needed 

 

When:  Saturday, April 28 

Where: The Amber Room, Danbury, CT – 5 pm 

Why:    St. Paul’s volunteer efforts help a local non-
profit save on expenses by donating our time to 
their fundraising Gala.  It’s also a fun time of 

fellowship. 

Buffet dinner is served to all volunteers. 

Who to contact:  Pam Szen or David Szen 
 

Ability Beyond Disability supports over 1,700 people 

with disabilities in Connecticut and New York. 

 

† What Did Jesus Eat? - Part 9 
 

 Bread 
 

J esus called himself “The Bread of Life” in John 6:35.  Bread 

was passed out at the feeding of the 5,000 men (plus 

families) and 4,000, and consumed at the Last Supper.  Many 

whole grain breads are a rich source of vitamins and minerals as 

well as dietary fiber.  Soluble dietary fiber has been reported to 

help with weight management, digestive tract health, blood sugar 

health, purging of bad hormones from the body, and heart health.  

Eating a diet low in fat and high in grain products, fruits, and 

vegetables that contain dietary fiber may reduce your risk of some 

cancers including breast cancer.  Additionally, soluble fiber from 

foods such as oat bran and whole grain barley, as part of a diet 

low in saturated fat and cholesterol, may reduce the risk of heart disease. 
 

Aaron Tabor, MD is an anti-aging, weight loss, and nutritional cosmetic expert. 

† Using Your God-Given Talents to Serve God 
 

W hen you discover your talents, gifts, or skills - whatever you want to call them - 

find ways to use them to serve God and do God's work.  Look for the places 

where you can be used.  Do it in good faith and because you love the Lord.  

Do not try to seek personal gain or do things for your recognition.  You are 

in service and all should be for the glory of God. 
 

 So do not be ashamed to testify about our Lord, or ashamed of me his 

prisoner.  But join with me in suffering for the gospel, by the power of God, 

who has saved us and called us to a holy life - not because of anything we 

have done but because of his own purpose and grace. This grace was given 

us in Christ Jesus before the beginning of time.           2 Timothy 1:8-9 (NIV) 

http://www.beliefnet.com/health
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† 

Announcement 

Deadlines 
For the Sunday 

bulletins please submit 

your information by 

the preceding Monday  

to bethmiller.stpaul 

@gmail.com.  For 

Sword Points please 

submit it by 

Wednesday afternoon 

each week to 

stpaulsswordpoints@g

mail.com. 

 
† The Ides of March 

 

T his day has been noted in history since 44 BCE, the year the Roman leader Julius 

Caesar was assassinated on this date.  This event was so unsettling for Rome that a 

law was passed making the Ides of March an official unlucky day!  Its bad reputation was 

sealed in the sixteenth century when William Shakespeare wrote the play Julius 

Caesar.  “Beware the Ides of March” is one of its most famous lines. 

 Before Julius Caesar’s time, each month lasted from one new moon to the 

next new moon, about 29 1/2 days.  So half the months of the year had 29 days 

and the other half had 30. 

 The Romans named days to mark the phases of the moon.  The kalends was 

the first day of a month, at the new moon.  (We get the word “calendar” from 

this word.  The ides marked the middle of the month, when the moon was full. 

 Julius Caesar changed the calendar to one very much like the one we use 

now.  Months no longer began with every new moon, and the ides of a month didn’t always 

come at the time of the full moon, although people kept using the old words kalends and ides 

for the beginning and middle of months.  

†  Acolyte 

Training & 

Pizza Fest! 

 

After Vespers on 

March 25th, Fr. 

Shepley will be 

offering an acolyte 

training 

session 

followed 

by our 

annual 

pizza 

party at 

Rocco's. 

mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
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†  This Date on the Church Calendar 

 

March 19 
 

 St. Joseph 
 

I n the face of circumstances that distressed even a man of such 

tenderness and obedience to God as Joseph, he accepted the vocation of 

protecting Mary and being a father to Jesus.  He is honored in Christian 

tradition for the nurturing care and protection he provided for the infant Jesus 

and his mother in taking them to Egypt to escape Herod’s slaughter of the 

innocents, and in rearing him as a faithful Jew at Nazareth.  The Gospel 

according to Matthew pictures Joseph as a man of deep devotion, open to 

mystical experiences, and as a man of compassion, who accepted his God-

given responsibility with gentleness and humility. 

 Joseph was a pious Jew, a descendant of David and a carpenter by trade.  

As Joseph the Carpenter, he is considered the patron saint of the working man, 

one who not only worked with his hands, but taught his trade to Jesus.  The 

little that is told of him is a testimony to the trust in God which values simple everyday 

duties, and gives an example of a loving husband and father. 

†  Last Sunday Was Girl Scout Sunday 

D uring our 10:30 service last 

Sunday we celebrated 100 

years of Girl 

Scouting.  Each 

of our Scouts 

received a 

special anniver-

sary patch and 

assisted during 

the service. 

†  State Champions - Brookfield High Swim Team 

C ongratulations to Jeff Janofsky and the Brookfield High School Boys Swim Team 

for winning the Class M State Championship Tuesday night.  Click here for a News 

Times article about the meet. 

http://www.newstimes.com/sports/article/Brookfield-easily-swims-past-New-Canaan-in-Class-3404172.php
http://www.newstimes.com/sports/article/Brookfield-easily-swims-past-New-Canaan-in-Class-3404172.php
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St. Paul’s Quilters 
 

 have changed 

their meeting 

this month 

from the 17th 

to the 31st. 

†  Marriage Course 

The Marriage Course will 

be offered this spring. 

More info 

to follow. 
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 †  Sunday’s Readings 
 (click on the red links below to go directly to the text) 
 

 God’s Saving Love 
 

Numbers 21:4-9 

I n our Hebrew Bible lesson the impatient Israelites set out from Mount Hor, where 

Aaron was buried, to detour around the hostile country of Edom.  The people 

complain against God and Moses about challenging conditions, as they have so often since 

their departure from Egypt.  God sends poisonous serpents among the people, and the 

people respond by repenting of their disobedience.  The Lord instructs Moses to make a 

bronze serpent and set it on a pole so that any who are bitten may look upon this 

sign of God’s faithfulness and love. 

 Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22 

 Thanksgiving is offered to the Lord, who saves from storms and other 

dangers those who will call upon God’s name. 

 Ephesians 2:1-10 

 This New Testament passage emphasizes the manner in which Christians 

have been saved by God’s free gift.  When we were dead in our sins, God raised 

us up with Christ that we might know the immeasurable riches of God’s 

graciousness.  Although we are saved by faith and not our good deeds, we are now able to 

do the good works for which God has made us capable. 

John 3:14-21 

In our gospel, the image of Moses lifting up the bronze serpent in the wilderness is 

metaphorically related to Jesus’ lifting up on the cross.  Just as the repentant Israelites could 

look upon Moses’ raised standard and be saved from the poisonous bite of a serpent, so all 

who look upon the crucified Christ in faith will be saved from their sins.  Jesus did not come 

to condemn, but to be the saving light who draws many to himself. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

  Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings 

will be available at the back of the church. 

†  Photo Contest for April Sword of the Spirit 

C alling all photographers!  We are looking for a cover photo for our next 

monthly Sword.  The April issue covers Palm Sunday, Easter and 

spring…..be creative.  Have fun.  The deadline is March 26th.  Send your 

pictures to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

Luke 24:45 

Then he opened their minds 

so they could understand the 

Scriptures. 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Lent/BLent4_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Lent/BLent4_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Lent/BLent4_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Lent/BLent4_RCL.html#GOSPEL
mailto:st.paulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=January%20Cover%20Photo
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+24:45&version=NIV
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Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

 

 

† It Takes An Editorial 
Board 

Contributors to this Weeks 

Sword Points: 

Chris Barrett, Sandy Chadwick, 

Drew Crocker, Debbie 

Delaventura, Lynne Donnelly, 

Joyce Emmett, Jen Falci, 

Michele Janofsky, Bill Loring, 

Diane Loring, M.J. Hartell 

Conte, Beth Miller, Heather 

Melody, Patrick O’Connors, Lori 

O’Hara, Linda Pendergast, 

Kirsten Peterson, Joe Shepley, 

Tara Shepley, David Szen and 

Pam Szen. 

~POT LUCK SUPPER~ 
Join us Saturday, March 24th at 6:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall 

for a night of  Food ~ Fun ~ Fellowship. 

Bring a dish, Bring a friend, Bring a game 

Beverages will be provided. 
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