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By Fr. Joe Shepley 
 

I  started out as a “tipper.”  And I thought I was a pretty generous tipper at that, even 

dropping the occasional “Jackson” on God (that, by the way, is what young folks 

these days call a $20, I’m told).  But then I met a girl named, Tara.  Tara was a tither, 

meaning she gave 10% of what she earned as a Compliance Examiner at the Federal 

Reserve Bank of New York to God through her local 

church.  I could see that this girl not only knew about 

money (after all, she worked for Alan Greenspan, right?), 

but she walked the walk of faith, and I wanted to keep up.  

After all, I was in my first year of divinity school, and I 

could see that I still had a lot to learn about serving the 

Lord. 

 When we were a newly married couple the following 

year, we tithed and lived by faith.  I had no idea how 

exciting faith could be until I started tithing.  The best 

way to put it is to say that I started seeing God do 

extraordinary things in our ordinary life in a way I had 

never known prior to tithing.  The thought that my giving 

to God was related to such an experience was an amazing 

thing to me, and I wanted to know more.  Like any good seminary student, I did some 

biblical research to match my experience of faith in following my wife’s example, and this 

is what I found:  

The practice of tithing to support the work of God through His church is “letting go” of 

that portion which might otherwise possess us.  Tithing, like a regular practice of prayer and 

Bible reading, allows us to place ourselves before God so that He can bless us.  The same 

scripture that teaches us to pray and to be loving also teaches us to give the first 10% of our 

incomes to the Lord as a token of our gratitude for all that God has entrusted to us.  A good 

case can be made for the “whole tithe” going to support the church, with additional offerings 

going elsewhere (various charities, etc.) – the “storehouse” in Malachi 3:10 kept the 

Temple’s treasury (where ministry of God’s people was performed and received).  Because 

of this, Tara and I give our tithe to St. Paul’s and gradually over the years we have been 

blessed to additionally support other charities (e.g., World Vision, Hopeline, strangers in 

need). 

The practice of tithing goes all the way back to Abraham in the beginning of Old 

Testament times (Genesis 14:20; 28:20-22) and continues through the time of Jesus 

(Matthew 23:23) where it’s the presumed 

standard for all giving.  Whenever there is a 

revival of faith in the Bible story, it was 

amazingly accompanied by a revival of the 

practice of tithing.  This happened under Moses, 

Josiah, Hezekiah, Ezra, Nehemiah, and all the 

way down through Christian history as well.  

And the converse is also true: when the fires of 

faith grew low, tithing dropped off.  

(Continued on page 11) 
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to the Lord; the best of all 

of them is the part to be 
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CHURCH SCHOOL NEWS 

 

 

 

 

 

O ur annual Easter Egg Hunt will be held 

on Saturday, April 7th at 10 - 11:30 am 

for children pre-K to Grade 5.  We will be 

accepting donations of wrapped candy and would 

love some help with this fun event.  If you 

would like to help with planning a craft for 

the children, making a simple snack for the 

children to enjoy, please contact either 

Heather Melody or Lori O'Hara. 
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Fr. Joe visits Bill Schrull's domain by day, the 

Data Center, where he reigns amid the wires 

as Head of IT at Pawling Engineered 

Products.   Nice glasses guys! 

  † This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

 Thu., Mar. 29 - 10:00 am - Lenten Series, Guild Room 

   7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

 Sat., Mar. 31 -  7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

   9:00 am - Spring Garden Cleanup 

   10:00 am - St. Paul’s Quilters, Parish Hall 

    - Healing Team Workshop, Guild Room 

 Sun., Apr. 1 -  Palm Sunday 

   8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

   9:15 am - High School/Young Adult Bible Study, Youth Lounge 

   10:30 am - Sunday School 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

   5:00 pm - Youth Group 

   6:15 pm - Vespers 

 Mon. Apr. 2 - 4:30 pm - Christian Caring, Tuck Room 

   7:00 pm - Stephen Ministry, Guild Room 

 Tue., Apr. 3 -  Tuesday in Holy Week 

   9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

   7:30 pm - Tenebrae 

 Wed., Apr. 4 -  Wednesday in Holy Week 

   10:00 am - Holy Eucharist and Healing 

   7:30 pm  Property Committee 

   7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

 Thu., Apr. 5 -  Maundy Thursday   

   7:30 pm - Maundy Thursday Liturgy, Foot Washing, 

       Stripping of the Altar, and Holy Communion 

†  Sacristans 

for April 

Betty Gardner, Diane 

Loring, Joyce Sarver 

and Gail Winkley.  
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†  Easter Memorials 

T here are envelopes on the back table for anyone 

wishing to have flowers in the church on Easter Sun-

day in memory of loved ones and friends.  Please make 

checks payable to Saint Paul's Church.  All memorials are 

due by Palm Sunday, April 1.  If you have any questions, 

please direct them to Gail Winkley, at gail-

winkley@yahoo.com or (203) 775-3343.  Thank you! 

†  Holy Week 

H ow could it be?  We again bow down in sorrow, 

awe and gratitude.  For our sake God’s chosen and 

beloved Son was tortured and put to death.  “God proves his 

love for us in that while we were still sinners Christ died for 

us” (Romans 5:8). 
 

I n thy most bitter passion my heart to share doth cry, 

with thee for my salvation upon the cross to die. 

Ah, keep my heart thus moved to stand thy cross beneath, 

to mourn thee, well-beloved, yet thank thee for thy death. 

   (The Hymnal 1982, Hymn 169) 
 

 The scripture readings of Holy Week help us to 

accompany Jesus from his last words with his 

disciples through his death and burial.  We are given 

opportunity to reflect on the meaning of his life, death 

and ministry for us.  The prophet tells of the servant 

who “was despised and rejected by others” and 

“wounded for our transgressions, crushed for our 

iniquities” yet “by his bruises we are healed” (Isaiah 

53:3,5).  We are with Jesus and his disciples as he 

breaks the bread and shares the cup: “This is my body 

… This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured 

out for many” (Mark 14:23-24).  We go with him to 

dark Gethsemane and on to the trial, mockery, and 

beating, the crown of thorns.  We walk the way of the 

cross and come to Calvary. 

How could it be?  “O who am I that for my sake my 

Lord should take frail flesh and die?” 
 

H ere might I stay and sing, no story so divine: 

never was love, dear King, never was grief 

like thine. 

This is my friend, in whose sweet praise 

I all my days could gladly spend. 

   (The Hymnal 1982, Hymn 458) 
 

We bow down in sorrow, awe and gratitude. 

mailto:gailwinkley@yahoo.com
mailto:gailwinkley@yahoo.com
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St. Paul’s OWN 
 

April 1st  -  Youth Group 5-7pm 

April 8th  -  No Youth Group 

April 15th  -  Youth Group 5-7pm 

April 22nd  -  Youth Group 5-7pm 

April 29th  -  Youth Group 5-7pm 

 

†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   
 

I n last Sunday’s sermon, Fr. Shepley shows how the life of St. Francis of Assisi 

was one example of how discipleship can look against the backdrop of Christ's 

focus on the cross.  With a theme of "losing one's life in order to save it," this 

message looks at what it means to become transformed by Christ's call.  Implications 

for Christian stewardship, vocation and community are explored as Palm Sunday 

approaches. 

 To replay or watch sermons follow this link for The Sunday Sermons each week. 

                     Holy Week Schedule  

Sun., Apr. 1 -          Sunday of the Passion: Palm Sunday 

   8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

   6:15 pm - Vespers 

 Tue., Apr. 3 -          Tuesday in Holy Week 

   7:30 pm - Tenebrae 

 Wed., Apr. 4 -          Wednesday in Holy Week 

   10:00 am - Holy Eucharist and Healing 

 Thu., Apr. 5 -          Maundy Thursday 

   7:30 pm  - Foot Washing, Stripping of Altar & Holy Eucharist 

 Fri., Apr. 6 -          Good Friday 

   10:00 am - Ecumenical Good Friday Walk 

   12:00 pm - Liturgy & Ante-Communion 

   6:30 pm - Stations of the Cross 

   7:30 pm - Liturgy & Ante-Communion 

 Sat., Apr. 7 -          Holy Saturday 

   10:00 am - Children’s Easter Celebration 

   7:30 pm - The Great Vigil of Easter 

 Sun., Apr. 8 -          Sunday of the Resurrection:  Easter Day 

   8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

There will not be Adult Christian Ed. Class this Palm 

Sunday or on Easter.  

†  Happy 

Birthday to You! 

D ouglas Brown 

c e l e b r a t e s 

today!  Friday is the big 

d a y  fo r  B a r ba r a 

Davidson, Kirsten Peterson & 

Robin Powell.  Lauren Onorato 

will be blowing out candles on 

Saturday.  Throw a party on 

Monday for Catherine Kast, 

Noah DoBosh, Rory Palmer & 

Tyler Swanson. Helen Carli 

will be another year older and 

wiser on Wednesday.  Have a 

blessed day each one of you! 

"I can never tell a good bagpiper from a 

bad one."                                             C.S. Lewis  

http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html


 7 

  
†  Why Go To Church 

By Tara Shepley 
 

A certain man was preparing for a banquet and invited many guests. 

Luke 14:16 
 

L ast year a friend of mine shared a story about her brother who left his family to 

drive two hours late at night to provide and set- up a generator for his sister and her 

guests after a major storm knocked out their power.  He spent several hours setting up the 

generator and then drove home arriving in the dark of the early morning.  She exclaimed in 

appreciation, “How can I ever thank him for all that he did?”  She answered herself and 

proclaimed, “I can love him; that’s what I can do!”  As she spoke, I pondered to myself, if 

someone ever held a party in his honor, I bet she would be the first to attend, face beaming 

with love and appreciation, wanting him to see her love, wanting to be counted among the 

throng that shows their appreciation of such a great guy, and 

then my mind turned to God and church. 

Like my friend, we too can never repay our Heavenly 

Father for all He has done for us.  We can never repay Jesus 

for dying on the cross to save us and redeem us.  We can 

never repay the Holy Spirit for filling, empowering and 

protecting us.  But we can love Him.  We can love Him.  

We can love Him.  When we show up to church each 

Sunday, we are saying by our mere attendance “My God is 

great, and I want to show that I love Him!” 

When one of us attends a party in honor of someone else 

do we go for what we will get?  Party favors, food?  Not really; we go primarily because we 

want that special person and all who gather to know that we are one who loves that special 

person.  This is what it is like with God and church.  We gather to show that we love our 

Father, His son, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit.  We gather to hear the stories and to sing about 

the One we love and to be reminded of  His works and ways; this is our worship. 

 We want to hear fresh testimonies 

about how our amazing God is still 

touching lives today.  We look around in 

the congregation eager to see who else 

loves this Great God; this is our 

fellowship born out of a bond of mutual 

love. 

 On occasion, we discover that some 

come as strangers to this great 

celebration, and they do not know our 

wonderful Savior.  We cannot help but 

want to share with others the great news 

of Jesus’ free gift of grace and all the 

wonders of our Awesome God; this is our 

evangelism. 

Often we find some that are hurting, homeless, hungry, or afraid, and we want to help 

with practical needs and prayer; this is our service as we remember afresh all the benefits 

God has provided for us.  We are filled with love for our Father and we want to carry on his 

legacy of love and forgiveness.  We feel connected to Jesus when we act in His name.  We 

feel His smile of approval, and we know this is a way to show our love and thanks for all He 

has done. 

Knowing the value God places on our presence in church and the witness it is to the 

world to gather together in praise and honor, come let us worship with renewed focus and 

passion, for each Sunday we are invited to the Banquet in honor of Our Beloved Father, 

Savior and Counselor.  †  

Go to 

Church, 

 Be Happy! 

Click Here 

http://www.gallup.com/poll/153374/Churchgoers-Boast-Better-Mood-Especially-Sundays.aspx?ref=image
http://www.gallup.com/poll/153374/Churchgoers-Boast-Better-Mood-Especially-Sundays.aspx?ref=image
http://www.gallup.com/poll/153374/Churchgoers-Boast-Better-Mood-Especially-Sundays.aspx?ref=image
http://www.gallup.com/poll/153374/Churchgoers-Boast-Better-Mood-Especially-Sundays.aspx?ref=image
http://www.gallup.com/poll/153374/Churchgoers-Boast-Better-Mood-Especially-Sundays.aspx?ref=image
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†  Transforming Stewardship 

 

 “If anyone should say to you ‘Why are you doing this?’ reply, 

‘The Master has need of it and will send it back here at once.’”       - 

Mark 11:3 

 “Why are you doing this?”  This is a question that could be asked 

of anyone who gives time, talent or treasure to the Church.  An 

answer is found in the Gospel of Mark, “The Master has need of 

it…”  We are all called to give because Our Lord has need of it. 
Why a Donkey? 

Click here for a 

good explanation. 

http://presbysermons.blogspot.com/2011/04/who-donkey-palm-sunday.html
http://presbysermons.blogspot.com/2011/04/who-donkey-palm-sunday.html
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†  Scholarly Speaking 
 

Baptism and Holy Communion II 
 

A fter writing last week’s column, I did not plan to revisit the issue so soon.  

However I received a response from a parishioner that led me to some further 

thoughts on the subject.  He began with the statement: 

I think a lot of the differences in the Baptism/

Communion issue spring from what people's theology of 

baptism is.  Most of my Christian years were spent in non-

liturgical churches, and we considered baptism as an 

outward sign of the inward new birth and didn't attach 

mystical significance to either baptism or communion.  

We called them "ordinances", not "sacraments." 

His point is certainly valid, and I think I erred in not giving 

expression to this difference in approach to these rites.  I believe I 

am right that in most Christian communities that take this view 

Baptism is still considered as normally preceding participation in 

the Lord’s Supper, even though the less ‘sacramental’ view might 

make the distinction less significant.  It also strikes me that at least some of the difference is 

semantic – after all there isn’t much difference between “an outward sign of the inward new 

birth” and our own definition of a sacrament as “and outward and visible sign of an inward 

and spiritual grace,”  though as Anglicans (and more generally as catholics) we do take a 

more mystical approach by associating the action more directly with the new birth, just as 

we associate receiving Holy Communion very directly with partaking in Christ’s spiritual 

Body and Blood. 

He continued with a discussion of the situation in his own family (which I do not quote 

at length to help preserve their privacy).  Their children were not baptized as infants, and 

one has still not chosen to be baptized, apparently not out of disbelief but from a feeling that 

it “would require a change in attitude” that is not yet quite welcome.  He also notes, that 

while the individual “IS excluded from Communion,” he doesn’t know that there is any 

discomfort about it. 

As I suggested last time, it is now general Anglican practice (as in many other traditional 

minded churches) to celebrate Communion as the main service each Sunday, and for the 

great majority of the people to receive the Sacrament each time.  Until the last century the 

practice inmost of these traditional churches was for the majority of the laity to either attend 

the Eucharist regularly while actually receiving the 

Sacrament much less frequently, or to attend a service 

like Morning Prayer rather than Communion on most 

Sundays. This meant that the example for visitors was 

normally not one of being left out, but one of joining in 

other aspects of worship. 

 I certainly would not wish to give up frequent 

communion, now that we have restored that to our 

Church life, but I realize that it does create opportunities for confusing the welcome we 

offer; especially if receiving Communion, important as it is, replaces the broader experience 

of worship as the focus of the service.  I was taught years ago that Communion once a day 

should be normative even if attending additional celebrations, and I find that attending 

without communicating can be salutary by turning more attention to the Word and the 

Prayers. 

I think much of the concern here actually goes back to St. Paul’s warnings against 

unworthy or unprepared communion (1 Cor. 11:27-30) and reflects a concern that the 

(Continued on page 11) 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=199966759
mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
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†  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 

(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 
 

 

Opening Hymn All Glory, Laud, and Honor 

Offertory Hymn Days of Elijah 

Closing Hymn Ride On! Ride On, In Majesty! 

 

 

                             Easter Choir 

C ome sing with us!  We are putting together a special choir to sing at 

both the 8:00 and 10:30 services on Easter Sunday, April 8.  If you 

are interested in singing for one or both services, rehearsals are Thursday 

March 29 at 7:30 (for about half an hour), and Wednesday, April 4 at 

7:30.  Please contact Kirsten Peterson (kirpeterson@comcast.net) for 

more information.  

 

 

†  First Communion Classes 

T he first meeting for those children in Grade 2 (and 

above) to begin First Holy Communion Classes with Fr. 

Joe is April 22nd.  We'll meet in the Level 4 classroom at 9:45 

until 10:15 on the following Sundays: April 22, April 29, May 

6th & May 12th.  First Holy Communion will take place on May 

20th during the 10:30 am service. 

Vespers is a time of 

worship and 

fellowship, with quiet 

moments to pray, and 

some upbeat music to 

lift our spirits.   

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mEMR0SVdv2Q
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yWSATpx7uzk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g-qDQSjnzH8
mailto:kirpeterson@comcast.net
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Save the dates! 

VBS 2012 

Monday, July 16th 

                Friday, July 20th 

9:00 am to 12:00 pm 

 

 

 

 

Stay tuned for more details soon!  

Probably the best-known verse about tithing is Malachi 3:6-10.  In this passage God not 

only denounces the people of Israel for their 

sin and spiritual deadness, but He suggests that 

one cause is their failure to tithe.  He 

challenged them to “bring in the whole tithe” 

and concludes with the only time in all the 

Scripture when He says, “test me in this!”  

Here is the exact verse: “Test me in this,” says 

the LORD Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out 

so much blessing that there will not be room enough to store it” (3:10b). 

So, my beloved flock, I share this with you not because I am trying to raise money in an 

indirect manner.  It is because I love you and want the best for you.  What kind of pastor 

would I be if I hid my light under a bushel and refused to share what works for me just 

because I thought it might scare some of you?  Pray on this, consider stepping out in faith 

and be prepared for an adventure of knowing God’s heart like you have never known it 

before.  Jesus knew what he was talking about when he said, “It is in giving that we 

receive.”  † 

(Continued from page 2) From Tipper to Tither 

communicant should also be part of the community (in context, Paul is warning about 

breaks in that community).  I would see the emphasis then not on exclusion, but on a 

more radical inclusion – inclusion not just in a single sacramental act, but also in the 

Christian community which gives that act its meaning and value.  Unfortunately 

neither side seems to put much weight on this emphasis. 

 More personally, I have long since concluded that there is little to be gained by 

becoming ‘Baptism Police’ and simply settle for announcing in a positive manner that the 

Episcopal Church welcomes all baptized people to the Lord’s Table in accord with their 

own consciences.  I then trust God to deal more wisely and effectively than I can with those 

who come to the Table unbaptized or, probably worse, baptized but seriously unprepared 

(i.e. in a state of serious sin and without repentance). 
Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence 

(Continued from page 9) Baptism and Holy Communion  
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†  Marriage Course 

The Marriage Course will be offered this spring. 

It will be offered on the following Saturday 

evenings starting at 6:00 pm: (April 21, 28, May 5, 

12, 19,(not on the 26th), June 2 (not on June 9), 

June 16, June 23.   The course books cost $12. 

For more information, contact Debbie Delavenura. 

Registration information & forms available on the 

St. Paul’s website 
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 †  The Art of Waiting on God 

by Mari-Anna Stålnacke 
 

I  don’t hold a master’s degree in waiting on God, nor in patience.  But I am praying 

that I’d be slowly molded into an artist of waiting on God.  Biblical waiting means 

confident expectation, trusting that God will do what he has promised.  That God knows best 

both what needs to happen and when it needs to happen.  That God will be preparing us 

while we are waiting.  That God works for the good who believe in him. 

There are many examples in the Bible about what happens when we don’t trust God but 

precede God.  Just think about Abraham!  God promised him a son.  But when nothing 

happened he took the matter into his own hands and got his wife’s maid pregnant (Genesis 

16).  He did not wait on God’s timing.  Neither did Saul. 

 Saul stayed at Gilgal, and the troops followed him anxiously.  He waited seven 

days, the time appointed by Samuel, but Samuel didn’t come to Gilgal, and his 

troops began to desert.  So Saul ordered, “Bring me the entirely burned offering and 

the well-being sacrifices.”  Then he offered the entirely burned offering.  The very 

moment Saul finished offering up the entirely burned offering, Samuel arrived.  Saul 

went out to meet him and welcome him.  But Samuel said, “What have you done?” 

 “I saw that my troops were deserting,” Saul replied.  “You hadn’t arrived by the 

appointed time, and the Philistines were gathering at Michmash.  I thought, The 

Philistines are about to march against me at Gilgal and I haven’t yet sought the 

LORD’s favor.  So I took control of myself and offered the entirely burned 

offering.” 

 “How stupid of you to have broken the commands the LORD your God gave 

you!”  Samuel told Saul.  “The LORD would have established your rule over Israel 

forever, but now your rule won’t last.  The LORD will search for a man of his own 

choosing, and the LORD will commission him as leader over God’s people, because 

you didn’t keep the LORD’s command.” (1 Sam. 13:7-14, CEB, emphasis added) 

Saul’s seemingly rational and reasonable action demonstrates disobedience to God.  Saul 

reacted out of fear of the Philistines, not out of fear of God.  Saul did not wait for God, he 

took charge.  Waiting for God requires strength and spiritual maturity. 

We are not to lean on our own understanding.  We are not to birth things prematurely.  

We are to trust God and his timing.  He knows best.  We are to let God take charge of our 

lives.  We are to trust God to take care of us according to his grace and not according to our 

fear. 
 

Waiting on God is a way of life. 

Waiting on God is knowing God is God and we are not God. 

Waiting on God is about surrendering our will to God day by day. 

Waiting on God is trusting God for pouring our grace also tomorrow. 

Waiting on God is seeking him with our whole hearts. 

Waiting on God is being changed into his likeness. 

Waiting on God is becoming whom God created us to be. 
 

Gracious God, 

Thank you that you are God and we are not. 

Thank you for taking holistic care of us. 

Thank you that you know what’s best. 

Forgive us for (re)taking charge or our lives. 

We surrender to your guidance. 

Don’t let us ruin your plans for us. 

May nothing but your will happen. 

Enable us to wait on you 

and trust you completely. 

In Jesus’ name, 

Amen 

Q4U: Does waiting on God come to 

you easily?  What does help you to not 

spring ahead of God? 

Be blessed, my fellow pilgrim, as 

you confidently wait on God! 
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Valet Parking Attendants Needed 

 

When:  Saturday, April 28 

Where: The Amber Room, Danbury, CT – 5 pm 

Why:    St. Paul’s volunteer efforts help a local non-
profit save on expenses by donating our time to 
their fundraising Gala.  It’s also a fun time of 

fellowship. 

Buffet dinner is served to all volunteers. 

Who to contact:  Pam Szen or David Szen 
 

Ability Beyond Disability supports over 1,700 people 

with disabilities in Connecticut and New York. 

 † Transforming Saints of God 
 

March 29 
 

John Keble 
 

New ev’ry morning is the love 

Our wakening and uprising prove: 

Through sleep and darkness safely brought, 

Restored to life and power and thought. 
 

T hese familiar words of John Keble are from his cycle of poems entitled The 

Christian Year (1827), which he wrote to restore among Anglicans a deep feeling 

for the Church Year.  The work went through ninety-five editions, but this was not the fame 

he sought: his consuming desire was to be a faithful pastor, who finds his fulfillment in daily 

services, confirmation classes, visits to village schools, and a voluminous correspondence 

with those seeking spiritual counsel. 

 Keble, born in 1792, received his early education in his father’s vicarage.  At 

fourteen, he won a scholarship to Oxford and graduated in 1811 with highest honors.  

He served the University in several capacities, including ten years as Professor of 

Poetry.  After ordination in 1816 he had a series of rural curacies, and finally settled in 

1836 into a thirty-year pastorate at the village of Hursley, near Winchester. 

 England was going through a turbulent change from a rural to an industrial and 

urban society.  Among the reforms of the 1830’s, Parliament acted to abolish ten 

Anglican bishoprics in Ireland.  Keble vigorously attacked this action as undermining 

the independence of the Church. 

His Assize Sermon of 1833 was the spark that ignited the Oxford Movement.  Those 

drawn to the Movement began to publish a series of “Tracts for the Times” (hence the 

popular name “Tractarians”) - which sought to recall the Church to its ancient sacramental 

heritage. 

John Henry Newman was the intellectual leader of the Movement, Edward Bouverie 

Pusey was the prophet of its devotional life, and John Keble was its pastoral inspiration. 

Though bitterly attacked, his loyalty to his Church was unwavering.  Within three years 

of his death at age 74, a college bearing his name was established at Oxford “to give an 

education in strict fidelity to the Church of England.”  For Keble, this would have meant 

dedication to learning in order “to live more nearly as we pray.” 
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 †  Sunday’s Readings 
 (click on the red links below to go directly to the text) 

 

Sunday of the Passion 
 

Mark 11:1-11 

J esus approaches the holy city of Jerusalem, and his disciples sing praises to God in 

anticipation of the coming of a new kingdom of David.  He has a colt brought to him, 

and, as did the kings of old in royal celebrations, Jesus rides on it, while his 

followers spread their garments and leafy branches in the way and shout 

“Hosanna.”  There is great drama as he enters the city and temple he would save, 

but there is also acute irony for those who know what lies ahead. 

 Isaiah 50:4-9a 

Our reading tells of the servant who speaks for the Lord and suffers persecution, 

but still trusts in God’s help and vindication.  This is the third of the “servant 

songs” that come from a period late in Israel's exile.  The servant might be thought 

to be the faithful of Israel, the prophet himself, or another historical or idealized figure.  The 

people are weary and tired of the Lord’s calling, but the servant steadfastly continues.  

Christians have long perceived in these words a foretelling of Jesus’ mission. 

Psalm 31:9-16 

A psalm of trust by one who looks to the Lord for mercy and protection. 

Philippians 2:5-11 

From one of the earliest Christian hymns we hear how Christ Jesus accepted the 

condition of a servant, was obedient even to the point of death, and was then given the name 

above every name.  It is possible that this poem was adapted by Paul or another disciple 

from the hopes for a savior of a people who did not yet know Jesus.  He has fulfilled 

humanity’s dream of one who will share fully in the mortal condition before his exaltation.  

To him every knee shall bow and every tongue confess the great name of the Lord now 

known in person, Jesus. 

Mark 15:1-39 

 Our gospel 

is the story of 

Jesus trial 

before Pilate, 

his final 

sufferings and 

death.  

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

  Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings 

will be available at the back of the church. 

†  Photo Contest for May Sword of the Spirit 

C alling all photographers!  We are looking for a cover photo for 

our next monthly Sword.  The May issue covers the Ascension, 

Memorial Day,  and spring…..be creative.  Have fun.  The deadline is 

May 25th.  Send your pictures to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

Mark 14:49 

“But let the scriptures 

be fulfilled.” 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/HolyWeek/BPalmSun_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/HolyWeek/BPalmSun_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/HolyWeek/BPalmSun_RCL.html#PSALM2
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/HolyWeek/BPalmSun_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/HolyWeek/BPalmSun_RCL.html#GospelWord2
mailto:st.paulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=January%20Cover%20Photo
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† 

Announcement 

Deadlines 
For the Sunday 

bulletins please submit 

your information by 

the preceding Monday  

to bethmiller.stpaul 

@gmail.com.  For 

Sword Points please 

submit it by 

Wednesday afternoon 

each week to 

stpaulsswordpoints@g

mail.com. 

 

St. Paul’s 

Quilters 
 

Will meet on 

March 31st. 

Sew What! 

 Directions: 

Preheat over to 350º.  Line 2 (12-cup) 

muffing pans with foil cupcake liners or 

spray muffin tin with non-stick cooking 

spray.  Set aside. 

In a blender, food process or with mixer, 

mix all ingredients together except for 

chocolate chips.  Blend until oats are ground 

and mixture is smooth.  Place mixture in a 

bowl and gently stir in chocolate chips.  

Scoop into prepared muffins pans and place 

in oven.  Bake or 10-12 minutes or until 

toothpick comes out clean.  Cool before 

removing muffins from pan. 
 

85 calories per muffin (5g fiber; 5 protein; 

21g carbs; 1g sugar) 

†   Triple Chocolate Chunk Muffins 

Ingredients: 

1 ¾ c. oats (quick oats used) 

3 egg whites 

¾ c. unsweetened cocoa 

½ c. semi-sweet chocolate chips 

½ c. unsweetened applesauce 

1 tsp. vanilla extract 

½ c. plain Greek yogurt (or regular plain low fat yogurt) 

½ tsp. cream of tartar 

1 ½ tsp. baking powder 

½ tsp. baking soda 

¼ tsp. salt 

1 c. hot water 

1 c. sugar substitute (like Splenda) or ¼ c + 2 T. stevia 

( No Sugar Alert ) 

mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 

such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 

…..St. Andrew’s, Kent; Emmanuel, Killingworth; Trinity, Lime Rock; St. Michael’s, 

Litchfield 

…..Dot Blake, convalescing from a stroke at Filosa in Danbury. 

…..Sue Jennings, healing and strength. 

…..Gerry Mullen, strength and freedom from pain. 

…..Barbara Hock, healing of back problems. 

…..Diocesan Executive Council; the Standing 

Committee. 

…..Doug Azzarito, healing of blood cancer. 

…..Paul Estok, healing of his broken leg. 

…..Ginny Beck for continued healing and strength. 

…..Norma Jean Sporck, quick recovery and easy rehab from hip replacement 

surgery. 

…..David Palmer, strength and peace as he recovers. 

…..Bill Mayers’ daughter, Kathleen for recovery from a heart condition. 

…..Walter Biscardi for healing and strength.  Blessings for those who provide and 

seek to discern his ongoing care. 

…..Kelly & Tim Malloy, their children and their team, safety in Jos, Nigeria. 

…..Tom Balash, strength and mobility. 

…..Cy Dennerlein, recovering from a fall. 

…..Kay Tucker who is undergoing chemotherapy for cancer, a miracle of healing. 

…..Dave Carli’s Mom, Nola, successful surgery tomorrow and a miracle healing. 

…..Michael, for protection in Afghanistan, in the service. 
 

 Luke 4: 40 " When the sun was setting, the people brought to Jesus all who had 

various kinds of sickness, and laying hands on each one, He healed them.  

Fr. Joe & Lynne Donnelly 

visiting Ginny Beck.  

†  Hopeline Banquet 

After giving the greeting from St. 

Paul's, the opening prayer and 

invocation to the several hundred in 

attendance, Fr. Joe shares a moment 

with Chairman of the Hopeline Board 

and fellow past travel companion to 

Israel, Peter Scalzo. 

http://supporthopeline.org/index.html
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April 1, 2012 NO CLASS/PALM SUNDAY 

April 8, 2012 NO CLASS/EASTER 

April  15, 2012 Good Samaritan Video Make-up 

April 22, 2012 Worship in Spirit & Truth/Fr. Crocker 

April 29, 2012 Worship in Spirit & Truth/Fr. Crocker 

May 6, 2012 Good Samaritan Video Make-up 

May 13, 2012 Christian Virtues/Faith (IVP) 

May 20, 2012 Christian Virtues/Hope (IVP) 

May 27, 2012 Christian Virtues/Love (IVP) 

June 3, 2012 Christian Virtues/Wisdom (IVP) 

June 10, 2012 Christian Virtues/Justice (IVP) 

June 17, 2012 Christian Virtues/Courage (IVP) 

June 24, 2012 Christian Virtues/Moderation (IVP) 

July 1, 2012 Christian Virtues/Integrity (IVP) 

July 8, 2012 Christian Virtues/Perseverance (IVP) 

July 15, 2012 Apostles’ Creed 

July 22, 2012 Apostles’ Creed 

July 29, 2012 Apostles’ Creed 

August 5, 2012 Apostles’ Creed 

†  Spring / Summer Adult Ed. Schedule 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1    Palm Sunday 
 

8:00 AM Traditional   

                Eucharist 

9:15 AM High School/Y.A.    

                Bible Study 

10:30 AM Sunday School 

10:30 AM Contemporary  

                  Eucharist 

5:00 PM Youth Group 

6:15 PM Vespers 

2 Monday  

in Holy Week 

 

4:30 Christian Caring 

 

7:00 PM Stephen  

              Ministry  

3 Tuesday  

in Holy Week 

 
9:15 AM Ladies Bible  

               Study 

 

7:30 PM Tenebrae 

4 Wednesday  

in Holy Week 

 

10:00 AM Holy  

Eucharist and Healing 

 

7:30 PM Property Comm. 

7:30 PM Music Night 

5 Maundy   

      Thursday 
7 :30 PM Maundy 

Thursday Liturgy, Foot 

Washing, Stripping of 

the Altar, and Holy 

Communion 
 

 

6 Good Friday 
 

10:00 AM Good Friday  

                  Walk 
 

12:00 PM Good Friday  

                  Liturgy  and  

                Ante -Communion 
 

6:30 PM Stations of the  

               Cross 
 

7:30 PM Good Friday   

                Liturgy and  

                Ante-Communion 

7 Holy Saturday 
 

7:30 AM Men’s   

    Prayer Breakfast 
 

10:00 AM Children’s  

    Easter Celebration 
 

7:30 PM The Great  

    Vigil of Easter 
 

 

8 Easter 

Sunday 
8:00 AM Traditional   

                Eucharist 

10:30 AM Contemporary  

                  Eucharist 
 

9 10 

 
9:15 AM Ladies Bible  

               Study 

 

7:00 PM Grief Group 

11 

 
10:00 AM Holy  

Eucharist and Healing 

 

6:30 PM Staff Meeting 
 

 

7:30 PM Vestry Meeting 

 

 

12 

 
1:00 PM Dorothy Day  

          Ministry 

 

7:30 PM Music Night 

13 14 

 
7:30 AM Men’s  

        Prayer Breakfast 

15 
8:00 AM Traditional   

                Eucharist 

9:15 AM  Adult Christian Ed. 

9:15 AM High School/Y.A.    

                Bible Study 

10:30 AM Sunday School 

10:30 AM Contemporary  

                  Eucharist 

5:00 PM Youth Group 

6:15 PM Vespers 

 
 

16 

 
7:00 PM Stephen  

               Ministry  

17 

 
9:15 AM Ladies Bible       

               Study 

18 

 
10:00 AM Holy  

Eucharist and Healing 

 

19 

 
7:00 pm Healing Team  
 

 

7:30 PM Music Night 

20 21 

 
7:30 AM Men’s  

        Prayer Breakfast 
 

10:00 AM St. Paul’s  

                 Quilters 
 

2:00 PM House of Prayer 

 

6:00 PM Marriage  

                Course 

22 
8:00 AM Traditional  

                Eucharist 

9:15 AM  Adult Christian Ed. 

9:15 AM High School/Y.A.   

                Bible Study 

9:45 AM 1st Holy   

                Communion Class 

10:30 AM Sunday School 

10:30 AM Contemporary  

                 Eucharist 

5:00 PM Youth Group 

6:15 PM Vespers 

23 24 

 
9:15 AM Ladies Bible  

               Study 

 

6:30 PM Deanery 

Meeting (Redding) 

 

7:00 PM Grief Group 

25 

 
10:00 AM Holy  

Eucharist and Healing 

26 

 
7:30 PM Music Night 

27 28 

 
7:30 AM Men’s  

        Prayer Breakfast 

 

 

 

 

6:00 PM Marriage  

                Course 

29 
8:00 AM Traditional  

                Eucharist 

9:15 AM  Adult Christian Ed. 

9:15 AM High School/Y.A.   

                Bible Study 

9:45 AM 1st Holy   

                Communion Class 

10:30 AM Sunday School 

10:30 AM Contemporary  

                 Eucharist 

5:00 PM Youth Group 

6:15 PM Vespers 

 
 

30      

 

               April 2012 
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 April 15, 2012 
8:00 AM 

Welcoming: Norma Schofield 

Acolytes: O’Hara Girls 

Lector: Acts 4:32-35 Pam Szen 

  Intercessor: Mary Perry 

  Lay Reader: Lois Hunt 

  Lay Reader:  Patricia Jennings 

April 8, 2012 

Easter Sunday 

8:00 AM 

Welcoming: Pat Brought 

Acolytes: O’Hara Girls 

  Lector:  Acts 10:34-43 Pam Szen 

  Intercessor: Linda Pendergast 

Lay Reader:  Ray Ferro  

Lay Reader: Mike Kirner 
 

10:30 AM 

Welcoming: Bruce & Donna Betts 

Acolytes:  Audrey Powell 

Lector:  Acts 10:34-43 Rose Barrett 

Intercessor:  Phil Hannah 

Lay Reader: Mike Chengeri  

Lay Reader: Jim Castronova 

 April 15, 2012 
10:30 AM 

Welcoming: Denise McCormack/Doug Melody 

Acolytes: Rachel Melody 

Lector: Acts 4:32-35 Sandy Chaleski 

  Intercessor: Betty Gardner 

  Lay Reader: Harlan Jessup 

  Lay Reader:  Joe Bernardo 

April 1, 2012 

Palm Sunday 

8:00 AM 

Welcoming: Rich & Joyce Emmett 

Acolytes:  Sarah Shepley 

   Lector: Mark 11:1-11 Michael Ecsedy 

Intercessor: mike kirner 

Lay Reader: Patricia Jennings  

Lay Reader: Susan Howell 
 

10:30 AM 

Welcoming: Connie and David Williams 

Acolytes: Stephanie Bernardo 

Lector: Mark 11:1-11 Connie Williams 

Intercessor: Betty Gardner 

Lay Reader: Jim Castronova 

Lay Reader:   Joe Bernardo 

April 29, 2012 

8:00 AM 

Welcoming: Phil Barackman  

Acolytes: O’Hara Girls 

Lector: Acts 4:5-12 Michael Ecsedy  

Intercessor: Linda Pendergast 

Lay Reader: Deborah Barackman 

Lay Reader: Lois Hunt 

10:30 AM 

Welcoming: Connie and David Williams 

Acolytes: Catie Richmond 

Lector:   Acts 4:5-12 Phil Hannah 

Intercessor: Connie Williams 

Lay Reader: Jim Castronova 

Lay Reader: Harlan Jessup 

April 22, 2012 

Healing Sunday 

8:00 AM 

Welcoming: Rich & Joyce Emmett 

Acolytes: O’Hara Girls 

Lector:   Acts 3:12-19 Mary Perry 

Intercessor: Linda Pendergast 

Lay Reader: Harlan Jessup 

Lay Reader: Mike Kirner 

10:30 AM 

Welcoming: Denise McCormack/Doug Melody 

Acolytes: Rachel Melody 

Lector:  Acts 3:12-19 Betty Gardner 

Intercessor: Phil Hannah 

Lay Reader: Joe Bernardo 

Lay Reader: Mike Chengeri 

April Lay Schedule 2012 

Lectors, Intercessors, and Lay readers, please remember to 

check in before the service in the Vesting Room.  Thank You! 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster2_RCL.html#FIRST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEasterPrin_RCL.html#FIRST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEasterPrin_RCL.html#FIRST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster2_RCL.html#FIRST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/HolyWeek/BPalmSun_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/HolyWeek/BPalmSun_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster4_RCL.html#FIRST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster4_RCL.html#FIRST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster3_RCL.html#FIRST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster3_RCL.html#FIRST
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April 5, 2012 

Maundy Thursday 
 

7:30 PM 

Welcoming: Bruce & Donna Betts 

Acolytes: Audrey Powell 

Lector:  Exodus 12:1-4, 11-14   Sandy Chaleski 

Intercessor: Betty Gardner 

Lay Reader: Mike Chengeri 

Lay Reader: Mike Kirner 

April 6, 2012 

Good Friday 
 

12:00 PM 
 

Welcoming: Doug Melody 

Acolytes: Rachel Melody 

Lector:  Isaiah 52:13-53:12 Pam Szen 

Lay Reader: Don Winkley 

Lay Reader: Susan Howell 

April Lay Schedule 2012 

Holy Week Schedule 2012 

Lectors, Intercessors, and Lay readers, please remember to 

check in before the service in the Vesting Room.  Thank You! 

  

2 Catherine Kast 

 Noah DoBosh 

 Rory Palmer 

 Tyler Swanson 

4 Helen Carli 

5 Abby Schrull 

6 Matthew Werneburg 

7 Catherine Clayton 

 Michael Pinheiro 

9 Laura Cavagna 

11 Kevin Janofsky 

 Lorraine Estok 

 Tyler Mannion 

Please call the Parish Office, 203-775-9587, with any additions or corrections to the above list. 

14 Nicole Castronova 

15 Andrew Melody 

 Sarah Shepley  

16 Carol Woien 

17 Shane Kirner 

 Steven Zombo 

 Susan Cavagna 

18 Maria Silva 

19 Jean Stauffer 

 Stephanie Bernardo 

20 Ashley Williams 

 Audrey Powell 

 Carol Gurski 

21 Brenda Darling 

 Christopher Boyce 

24 Ian Loring 

 Pamela Szen 

 Walter Biscardi 

26 Michael Chengeri 

28 Anastasia Connors 

29 Charles Allen 

30 Giesele Castronova 

Please pray for 

each of the 

parishioners on 

their birthday! 

April 6, 2012 

Good Friday 
 

7:30 PM 
 

Welcoming: Bruce & Donna Betts 

Acolytes:  

Lector: Isaiah 52:13-53:12  Ray Ferro 

Lay Reader: Harlan Jessup 

Lay Reader: Jim Castronova 

April 7, 2012 

The Great Vigil of Easter 
 

7:30 PM 

Welcoming: Doug Melody 

Acolytes:  Sarah Shepley 

Lector:  Mike Kirner 

Lay Reader: Susan Howell  

Lay Reader: Mike Chengeri 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/HolyWk/MaundyTh_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/HolyWk/GoodFri_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/HolyWk/GoodFri_RCL.html#OLDTEST
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Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

 † So, you think you know math, 
how about the Bible?  

M ike Ecsedy came across this problem recently in Henry Ernest Dudeney's 

book "536 Puzzles and Curious Problems" (published by Charles 

Scribner's Sons, 1967) right below one that he had given to his Algebra class as an 

introduction to radical equations.  We wonder if anyone can get this answer without 

looking some of these up.  Mike says, “I couldn't!”  We must tell you that the Sword 

Points Editorial Board made a semi-logical, wild guess ….. And got it right!.  How 

about you? 

I f you multiply the number of Jacob's sons by 

the number of times the Israelites compassed 

Jericho on the seventh day, and add to the product 

the number of measures of barley which Boaz gave 

Ruth, divide this by the number of Haman's sons, 

subtract the number of each kind of clean beasts that 

went into the Ark, multiply by the number of men 

that went to seek Elijah after he was taken to 

Heaven, subtract from this Joseph's age at the time 

he stood before Pharaoh, add the number of stones in 

David's bag when he killed Goliath, subtract the number of furlongs that Bethany was 

distant from Jerusalem, divide by the number of anchors cast out when Paul was 

shipwrecked, subtract the number of persons saved in the Ark, and the answer will be 

the number of pupils in a certain Sunday School class.  How many pupils are in the 

class?  

 If you figure out the answer send it by e-mail to 

stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. † It Takes An Editorial 
Board 

Contributors to this Weeks 

Sword Points: 

Chris Barrett, Sandy Chadwick, 

Drew Crocker, Debbie 

Delaventura, Lynne Donnelly, 

Jen Falci, Bill Loring, Diane 

Loring, Joe Mannion, Beth 

Miller, Heather Melody, Barbara 

Mullen, Patrick O’Connors, Lori 

O’Hara, Linda Pendergast, 

Kirsten Peterson, Bill Schrull, 

Joe Shepley, Tara Shepley, 

David Szen, Pam Szen, & Gail 

Winkley.. 

mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com

