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Sword Points 
Transforming 

Lives 
Through 

Jesus 

† Pentecost Celebration This Sunday 
 

T his Sunday we celebrate the Day of Pentecost with services of Holy Eucharist at 

8:00 am and 10:30 am.  Pentecost is one of the prominent feasts in the Christian 

liturgical year commemorating the descent of the Holy Spirit upon 

the disciples of Christ.  The feast is also called Whitsunday.  

Pentecost is celebrated seven weeks (50 days) after Easter Sunday, 

hence its name.  Pentecost falls on the tenth day after Ascension 

Thursday. 

Pentecost is historically and symbolically related to the Jewish 

harvest festival of Shavuot, which commemorates God giving the 

Ten Commandments at Mount Sinai fifty days after the Exodus.  

Among Christians, Pentecost commemorates the descent of the 

Holy Spirit upon the Apostles and other followers of Jesus as 

described in the New Testament Acts of the Apostles 2:31 during 

these Jewish "fiftieth day" celebrations in Jerusalem.  For this 

reason, Pentecost is sometimes described as the "Birthday of the 

Church." 

Sunday’s Epistle reading gives the biblical narrative of 

Pentecost in the second chapter of the Book of Acts as recounted in Acts 2:1-4: 

“On the day of Pentecost all the Lord’s followers were together in one place.  Suddenly 

there was a noise from heaven like the sound of a mighty wind.  It filled the house where 

they were meeting.  Then they saw what looked like fiery tongues moving in all directions, 

and a tongue came and settled on each person there.  The Holy Spirit took control of 

everyone, and they began speaking whatever languages the Spirit let them speak.” 

The apostles received the Holy Spirit and were miraculously enabled to go out into 

Jerusalem prophesying and speaking in languages that all the visitors to Jerusalem could 

understand as told further in Acts 2:5-6: 

“Many religious Jews from every country in the world were living in Jerusalem ... they 

were hearing everything in their own languages.” 

The noise and activity attracted a huge crowd and the Apostle Peter preached a sermon 

to the crowd with great effectiveness, as Acts 2:41 reports: "On that day about three 

thousand believed his message and were baptized." 

† Memorial Day Outreach This Sunday 

T he flags are up on Route 25 and the 

parade & this year’s Memorial Day 

Outreach is this Sunday!  Join us at 1:00 

pm for some good old fashioned All-

American fun.  This is a perfect way for 

St. Paul’s to share the love of Jesus with 

the community in a casual and fun way.  
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  † This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

 Thu., May 24 - 7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

 Sat., May 26 -  7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

   2:00 pm - House of Prayer 

 Sun., May 27 -           Day of Pentecost: Whitsunday 

   8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

   9:15 am - Adult Christian Education, Guild Room 

   9:15 am - High School/Young Adult Bible Study, Youth Lounge 

   9:15 am - Confirmation Class 

   10:30 am - Sunday School 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

   1:00 pm - Memorial Day Outreach 

 Mon., May 28 -    Memorial Day 

     (Parish Office Closed) 

 Wed., May 30 - 10:00 am - Holy Eucharist and Healing 

 Thu., May 31 -         Visitation of the Blessed Virgin 

  - 7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary  

†  Ladies AM Bible Study 
 

 

T he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study will 

continue to meet on a more informal basis on 

Tuesdays at 9:30 am beginning June 19th.  They will 

be studying the only two books in the Bible named for 

women, Ruth and Esther.  The book of Ruth shows 

how three people remained strong in character even 

when the society around them was collapsing.  It is a book of 

encouragement and demonstrates that God is at work in the world and wants to use you.  

The book of Esther is a story of the profound interplay of God’s sovereignty, human will 

and his loving care for all of his people.  Please join us for coffee and discussion on how 

God works in the lives of ordinary people. 

For a Study Book, please call or email Donna Betts at 203.830.9415 or 

donnabetts47@gmail.com. 

†  He’s Back! 

R ob Lewis 

joins us for 

our Pentecost 

celebration this 

Sunday as our 

preacher.  With Rob 

& the Holy Spirit 

combining forces on 

Sunday you’re sure 

to leave on fire! 

Psalm 10:17 "LORD, you listen to the desires of those who suffer.  You steady their 

hearts; you listen closely to them."  (CEB)  

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/HolyDays/Visit_RCL.html
tel:203.830.9415
mailto:donnabetts47@gmail.com
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By Pam Szen 

 

Nazareth 
 

C ontinuing on after Megiddo we drove through the area of Nazareth.  Here, Jesus 

spent most of his youth.  Nazareth is also the site of the announcement to Mary by 

the angel Gabriel that she would conceive and become the mother of Jesus.  This site is 

commemorated by the Basilica of the Annunciation. 

Modern day Nazareth is a busy city with a population of approximately 70,000 

people.  And for nearly 2,000 years hundreds of thousands of pilgrims have 

found their way to the setting which shaped the Man who changed the course of 

history.  Nazareth Village is located on the last remaining tract of virgin farmland, 

just 500 meters away from where Jesus grew up. 

Upon our arrival at Nazareth Village, we had the opportunity to 

meet with a Messianic Jew who is involved with the Nazareth 

Evangelical Theological Seminary.  NETS is a place where 

individuals can receive a biblically faithful training in theology, 

in leadership and in ministry.  The vision of NETS is to 

advance, equip and 

inspire, from an 

evangelical perspective, the Christian 

community in Israel and the Palestinian 

Territories, through profound theological 

and Biblical training and reflection, 

effective leadership training, and 

promoting reconciliation and unity within 

the body of Christ.  

Following this special time, our group 

then entered Nazareth Village by stepping 

through a stone doorway and into a 

recreation of life in a Galilean village as it 

was 2000 years earlier under the Roman 

(Continued on page 5) 

†  Israel 2012   

L ast year Fr. Joe & Tara 

and our rector 

emeritus Fr. Crocker toured 

the Holy Land.  This past April 

Dave & Pam Szen completed 

the same trip and are planning 

a pilgrimage to Israel for our 

parish for 2013.  Each week 

Pam is writing a summary of 

their journey in Sword Points. 
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Empire.  Based on solid New Testament scholarship and 

the most up-to-date archaeology, Nazareth Village brings 

to life the daily activities in the Galilean village as Jesus 

would have experienced it complete with shepherds, 

weavers and carpenters in period dress, as well as sheep 

and donkeys, cultivated terraces, vineyards, an ancient 

winepress and olive press, a cistern, caves, a tomb and the 

synagogue. 

It was in the synagogue at Nazareth that Jesus read 

from Isaiah 61:1 "The spirit of the Lord GOD [is] upon 

me; because the LORD hath 

anointed me to preach good 

tidings unto the meek; he hath sent 

me to bind up the brokenhearted, 

to proclaim liberty to the captives, 

and the opening of the prison to 

[them that are] bound" and proclaimed that He was the fulfillment 

of this Scripture. 

This concluded our first full day of exploration in the Holy Land.  

We feel blessed; already we have learned so much about this 

wonderful place.  Exhilarated, exhausted and ravenous, our dinner 

and lodging for the night is on the western coast of the Sea of 

Galilee in Tiberias. 

(Continued from page 4) 

Planning is underway for a St. 

Paul’s triP to israel in the late 

spring of next year.  If you would 

like to be part of this life-changing 

spiritual journey, contact David or 

Pam Szen or send an e-mail to 

StPaulsBrookfield@gmail.com. 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

     “There are different kinds of spiritual gifts but the same Spirit; there 

are different forms of service but the same Lord; there are different 

workings but the same God who produces all of them in everyone.”  

              - 1 Corinthians 12:4-6 
 

B y giving each of us different gifts, God made sure that the 

Church would have the combination of talent and treasure that 

was needed to do God’s work.  However, what happens if one of us does 

not bring our contribution to God’s altar?  God’s plan is not fulfilled.  

Some important work is left undone. 

†  Adult Christian Education 
 

The Adult Education Class on June 3rd will be a presentation by Pam & David Szen on 

their recent trip to Israel. 

mailto:StPaulsBrookfield@gmail.com?subject=Israel%202013
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There is no Vespers 

service on May 27th 

or June 3rd. 

The service will 

resume on June 10th 

†  Announcement Deadlines 
For the Sunday bulletins please submit your information by the preceding Monday to 

bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com.  For Sword Points please submit it by Wednesday afternoon 

each week to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

† Fathers’ Day Memorials 
  

A nyone wishing to have flowers on the altar in loving memory of 

a father on Fathers’ Day, June 17, please make your check 

payable to Saint Paul's Church and include the name(s) to be included in 

the bulletin.  All memorials are due by Sunday, June 10. Each 

g e n t l e ma n  a t t e n d i n g 

worship on Fathers’ Day 

will receive a boutonniere.  

† Garden Club 

Remembers Barbara 
  

 

 

T he Garden Club of Brookfield is celebrating 

its 50th year and recently dedicated a new 

Memorial Path with the first brick in honor of 

Barbara Crocker.  Barbara, a long time member of 

the club and St. Paul’s, died in 2010 and was the 

wife of Fr. George Crocker.  This weekend after 

the Memorial Day Parade check out the path and 

gardens behind the Historical Society. 

mailto:bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com
mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
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†  Scholarly Speaking 

 

Who wrote the Torah? 
 

T orah (Teaching or Law) is the usual Jewish name for the first five books of the 

Hebrew Scriptures.  Greek speaking Jews gave us the name Pentateuch (five books) 

and we can use both terms.  Jewish tradition, historically also 

accepted by many Christians, has it that the laws contained in 

Torah were all given by God to Moses, partly on Mt. Sinai and 

later - during the Wilderness period - in the Tabernacle, and then 

incorporated by Moses into the books we have today.  Another, 

more specific version holds that the actual text of the Torah was 

dictated by God to Moses (though the final verses describing 

Moses’ death were added by Joshua).  During the Middle Ages 

Jewish Mystics developed a theory that the Torah existed before 

the Creation, and contained God’s blueprint for creation.  Other 

variations also occurred but until the 18th century Mosaic authorship was widely accepted. 

By then, however, printing had made it easy for scholars, and general readers, to look at 

different parts of the Bible simultaneously, and there was a growing recognition that the 

Pentateuch didn’t look like the work of a single writer.  In the late 19th 

century the German scholar, Julius Wellhausen, developed the theory that 

the Pentateuch was a combination of four separate documents written over a 

period of time and merged in various stages.  This was still standard thinking 

when I was in Seminary (the 1960s) but has been subject to considerable 

rethinking in the last forty years.  Some scholars have rejected most of it 

altogether, while others have presented alternatives that still maintain many 

of his views. 

Wellhausen identified his four documents as J from the German spelling “Jahweh” for 

the name of God; E from “Elohim” the Hebrew word for God; D from “Deuteronomy” 

where this document is found, and P from “Priestly” as it emphasizes priestly concerns with 

ritual and sacrifice.  Even if they never existed as complete documents, it is fairly easy to 

identify four strands of material with individual styles and emphases, and we look at these 

characteristics as a guide to understanding how the Torah was put together. 

J can usually be distinguished by its frequent use of YHWH (usually presented in 

English as LORD or GOD) to refer to God, and pictures him with many human characteristics 

including a sometimes arbitrary approach (the expulsion of Adam and Eve does seem 

excessive) but also a companionable one (walking in the Garden with Adam and conversing 

with Abraham).  J also shows a concern with women - the detailed account of the creation 

of Eve belongs to this tradition, as do many of the stories of Sarah, Rachel, and other 

women - and shows a concern with the establishment of David’s kingdom (related material 

appears in the Books of Samuel).  J begins with the second creation story (Genesis 2:4 and 

following) and extends through the rest of Genesis, much of Exodus, and portions of 

Numbers. 

 E is marked by its use of Elohim (God) though it 

also uses YHWH after Exodus 3:16 where God gives 

this as his Name to Moses.  It shows a concern with the 

interests of the Kingdom of Israel, after the split from 

Judah, by for example emphasizing the stories of Joseph 

and his sons and of Benjamin whose descendants were 

the important tribes in that kingdom.  This tradition also 

criticizes Aaron (whose descendants made up the Judaean priesthood) and never mentions 

the Ark, which was a key element in the Jerusalem cult.  E’s God is more distant than J’s, 

(Continued on page 8) 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

Ceremonial Torah 

mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
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† Newcomers Welcome Reception 
  

A re you new to St. Paul’s within the last year or so?  Join us, on 

Sunday, June 3rd, for our annual newcomers welcome reception 

from 2-4 pm in the Guild Room.  Contact the Parish Office for more 

information (203) 775-9587. 

usually communicating through dreams or angels (and often angels in dreams as with 

Jacob’s ladder).  This tradition, like J, can be found in Genesis (after chapter 11), Exodus, 

and Numbers. 

D is often seen as the work of a school of like-minded writers and comprises virtually 

the entire book of Deuteronomy, and the same tradition can also be found in parts of the 

books of Joshua, Judges, Samuel, Kings, and Jeremiah.  In D 

the main emphasis is on a covenant relationship between 

God and Israel with God as the overlord of the land, who 

requires them to follow this covenant.  It is concerned for the 

poor of Israel but shows hostility to outsiders.  D also has a 

theory blessing for those who keep the covenant and cursing 

on those who don’t, and this is closely linked to the fortunes 

of Israel in the historical books that continue these themes. 

The final document in this scheme, P, reflects the 

concerns of the priestly class.  It appears in the first creation 

story (Genesis 1:1-2:3) which may well have been written as 

a ritual for the celebration of that event.  Portions of this tradition are interwoven into  J and 

E in Genesis, Exodus, and Numbers; while Leviticus seems to be almost entirely from this 

tradition.  Chapters 17-26 contain groups of laws which emphasize the holiness of God, and 

this is sometimes identified as a separate document, H, which was absorbed into P before 

the general merger of all these strands into the Torah. 

No single theory has really replaced Wellhausen’s hypothesis, but the tendency is to see 

these strands as being themselves made up of fragments, and the merging of them to have 

itself been a continuing process carried on by a number of redactors, who themselves 

contributed additional material.  The time frame in which the writing and editing took place 

has been estimated as roughly between 950 BC and about 450 BC.  Except for the Dead Sea 

Scrolls our oldest actual copies of the Old Testament were written after about 900 AD, but 

the Scrolls, the Greek translation (which survives in copies from the 4th century AD and in 

earlier fragments) all testify to the accuracy of the Hebrew MSS.  There is also a Samaritan 

(yes, there are still practicing Samaritans) version of the Torah written in a different dialect 

and with some differences reflecting the situation in Samaria, but which indicates that the 

text of the Torah was largely settled before the break between the two peoples (soon after 

the return from exile, about 538 BC).  This leads me to believe that while there may have 

been minor editing even after 450 BC there was an actual Torah, including all these strands, 

a century or more before that. 

Finally, even if the actual writing of the Pentateuch came well after Moses, Judaism had 

a very strong history of carefully preserved oral tradition.  The Written Torah has always 

been interpreted in terms of exactly such a tradition, the Oral Torah, and as I have written 

previously, archeology has provided extensive support for the contents of that tradition.  

Thus I believe that the traditions preserved in the Torah do indeed go back to, and beyond, 

the time of Moses.  While the different interests reflected in these traditions account for 

many of the little contradictions, their essential agreement is itself a witness to their 

antiquity and their veracity. 

 - Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence  

(Continued from page 7) Who Wrote the Torah 
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St. Paul’s OWN 

June 10th  -  Youth Group 5-7pm 

June 22nd  -  Lock-In 7 pm-7am 

July 8th  -  Youth Group 5-7pm 

 

† Hopeline Baby Bottle Campaign 
 

T he Hopeline Baby Bottle Campaign began on 

Mother’s Day. 

Hopeline is a Christian-based ministry supporting women 

during unplanned pregnancies.  In addition to material 

assistance for the care of the newborn, such as cribs, 

clothing, diapers, and other supplies, Hopeline offers 

counseling, support, and ultrasounds performed on newly 

pregnant women by an Ob-Gyn trained physician.  They 

offer post-abortion counseling to women of any age. 

 St. Paul’s supports Hopeline through its annual “Change 

for Change” Baby Bottle Fundraiser.  There are baby bottles 

at the back of the church and in the Parish Hall that we ask 

you to please fill with your loose change and bills and return on Father’s Day. 

For more information, contact: Rory Palmer, Bonnie Wanzer or Debbie Werneburg.. 

 

†  Strawberry Rhubarb Crisp 

Directions: 

 Preheat the oven to 

350º 

 Toss the rhubarb, 

strawberries, ¾ c. of the 

sugar and the orange zest together in a large 

bowl.  In a measuring cup, dissolve the cornstarch in the orange 

juice and then mix it into the fruit.  Pour the mixture into an 8x11 inch 

baking dish and place it on a baking sheet lined with parchment paper. 

 In the bowl of an electric mixer with a paddle attachment, combine 

the flour, ½ c. sugar, brown sugar, salt and oatmeal.  With the mixer on 

low speed, add the butter and mix until the dry ingredients are moist 

and the mixture is crumbly.  Sprinkle the topping over the fruit, 

covering it completely and bake for 1 hour, until the fruit is bubbling 

and the topping is golden brown. 

 Serve warm with ice cream. 

Ingredients: 

4 c. fresh rhubarb, 1-inch diced 

4 c. fresh strawberries, hulled and 

halves 

1 ¼ c. sugar 

1 ½ tsp. grated orange zest 

1 T. cornstarch 

½ c. freshly squeezed orange juice 

1 c. all-purpose flour 

½ c. light brown sugar, lightly 

packed 

½ tsp. kosher salt 

1 c. quick-cooking oatmeal (not 

instant) 

12 T. cold unsalted butter, diced 

Vanilla ice cream 
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†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   
   

O n last week’s First Communion Sunday, Fr. Shepley addresses the 
parents and congregants gathered for this celebration while 

preaching on Jesus' High Priestly prayer.  Emphasizing concepts of 
divine grace and the perseverance of the saints, this sermon explores the 
nature of God's sovereignty and love.  The call to live lives of joy is the 
application for the hearer.  To replay or watch sermons follow this link for 

The Sunday Sermons each week. 

†  Happy Birthday to You! 
 

J ulianna Willeford & Karen Greeley celebrate today!  Friday is the big 

day for Jennifer Zambello & Natalie Falci.  Gail Winkley will be 

expecting your card on Sunday.  George McKenna will be blowing out candles 

on Monday.  Deborah Delaventura & Glenna Castner will be another 

year older and wiser on Tuesday.  Have a blessed day each one of you! 

http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
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Save the dates! 

VBS 2012 

Monday, July 16th 

                Friday, July 20th 

9:00 am to 12:00 pm 

 

 

 

 

Stay tuned for more details soon!  

 
†  Transforming Saints of God 

 

May 24 
 

Jackson Kemper  
 

W hen the General Convention of 1835 made all the members of the Episcopal 

Church members also of the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society, it 

provided at the same time for missionary bishops to serve in the wilderness and in foreign 

countries.  Jackson Kemper was the first such bishop.  Although 

he was assigned to Missouri and Indiana, he laid foundations also 

in Iowa, Wisconsin, Minnesota, Nebraska, and Kansas, and made 

extensive missionary tours in the South and Southwest. 

Kemper was born in Pleasant Valley, New York, on December 

24,1789.  He graduated from Columbia College in 1809, and was 

ordained deacon in 1811, and priest in 1814.  He served Bishop 

White as Assistant at Christ Church, Philadelphia.  At his urging, 

Bishop White made his first and only visitation in western 

Pennsylvania.  In 1835, Kemper was ordained bishop, and 

immediately set out on his travels. 

Because Episcopal clergymen, mostly from well-to-do Eastern 

homes, found it hard to adjust to the harsh life of the frontier - scorching heat, drenching 

rains, and winter blizzards - Kemper established Kemper College in St. Louis, Missouri, the 

first of many similar attempts to train clergymen, and in more recent times lay persons as 

well, for specialized tasks in the Church.  The College failed in 1845 from the usual malady 

of such projects in the church - inadequate funding.  Nashotah House, in Wisconsin, which 

he founded in 1842, with the help of James Lloyd Breck and his companions, was more 

successful.  So was Racine College, founded in 1852.  Both these institutions reflected 

Kemper’s devotion to beauty in ritual and worship. 

Kemper pleaded for more attention to the Indians, and encouraged the translation of 

services into native languages.  He described a service among Oneida Indians which was 

marked by “courtesy, reverence, worship - and obedience to that Great Spirit in whose hands 

are the issues of life.” 

From 1859 until his death, Kemper was diocesan Bishop of Wisconsin.  He is more 

justly honored by his unofficial title, “The Bishop of the Whole Northwest.” 
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St. Paul’s Church 

Vestry Meeting Minutes 
May 9th, 2012 

 

OPENING: Father Joe opened with prayer at 

7:30 pm.  Lois Hunt led a devotional on unity 

and obedience to God’s commands of 

scripture and Jesus’ leading and guidance, 

referencing John 15:14-17.  Father Joe 

offered his thanksgivings for special places 

around the church 

especially the Memorial 

Garden.  He is thankful 

for all those in the 

Memorial Garden- our 

community of Saints, for 

sacred space, for 

everyone in the Parish.  He is filled with 

gratitude citing John 19:40. 
 

APPROVAL OF APRIL VESTRY 

MINUTES: The Vestry Minutes were 

approved with the correction of the date, 

which should be April 11, 2012. 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT (Ken 

Kumerle): Income exceeded expenses in 

April which did include Easter.  Investments 

are up.  Net income for 2012 is -$15,565.74. 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

Finance: The Finance committee met and 

asked our fund manager, Mike DeAnzeris, to 

come to the Vestry meeting and report on our 

endowments.  Our investments have done 

well in this market and continue to grow.  

Our recovery has been good.  On 3/2009 our 

endowments totaled $467,158.08 and as of 

4/2012 they are $737,835.26.  The Housing 

fund, whose dividend pays the rector’s 

housing allowance, was originally funded 

with $289,300.00 in 6/2002 with additional 

funds added of $52,446.00, has paid divi-

dends of $245,000.00 and has a value of 

$431,015.47 as 4/30/12.  All of our funds are 

totally liquid.  The members of the Finance 

Committee are working on a Parish Policy 

statement which will be presented to the 

Vestry when completed. 
 

PRIEST-IN-CHARGE REPORT: There 

will be a Newcomer Tea on June 3 from 2-4 

pm, all Vestry are invited to come and greet 

the newcomers.  The Vestry retreat will be at 

Camp Washington on September 21-22.  

This will be a spiritual retreat, not a working 

retreat.  We are waiting for a response from 

Bishop Douglas on our request to have 

Father Joe approved as our Rector.  Confir-

mation will be at the 10:30 Service on June 

10 with Bishop Rowthorn. 

Patrick O’Connors is doing a great job with 

our youth and as Leader of Contemporary 

Music.  Newcomers were moved by the 

sharing on Healing Sunday.  Thank you for 

calling me as your Rector. 
 

OLD BUSINESS: Name tags were dis-

cussed again and will be 

further discussed. 
 

NEW BUSINESS: There 

will be a reception after 

Confirmation followed by 

a meeting with Bishop 

Rowthorn and the Vestry for lunch, Vestry 

spouses are invited.  Patrick O’Connors will 

continue to do a youth program through the 

summer.  His salary will remain the same. 
 

CLOSING: Father Joe closed the meeting 

with prayer at 8:40 pm. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Lois Hunt, Clerk of the Vestry 

†  Finders, Keepers! 

How Did St. Paul’s Find You? 
 

I  found St. Paul's by reading an article 

in The News-Times about St. Paul's 

changing the sign in front of the church 

from Episcopal to Anglican.  I [had] 

stopped referring to 

myself as an 

Episcopalian, and 

declared myself a 

staunch Anglo-Catholic.  

I had previously visited 

St. James in Danbury 

when I moved from New 

York to Connecticut and 

didn't feel St. James was 

the right fit for me.  

When I read the News-Times article, I knew 

that I would visit St. Paul's one day.  It was 

a few years after reading the article, that I 

felt the desire to return to attending church 

regularly.  In May of 2009 I attended St. 

Paul's for the first time and knew that I had 

found the right church for me. 

Click on the following link to tell us 

your  story: "How Did St. Paul's Find You?" 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/GB6BTLN
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/GB6BTLN
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†  Photo Contest for June Sword of the Spirit 

C alling all photographers!  We are looking for a cover photo for our 

next monthly Sword.  The June issue covers the Pentecost, summer, 

end of church school year.  Have fun.  The deadline is May 25th.  Send your 

pictures to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

† This Sunday’s Readings (click on the red links below to go directly to the text) 
 

Coming of the Spirit 
 

Acts 2:1-21 

T his lesson tells the story of the Holy Spirit filling the apostles and empowering them 

to share the message of the gospel with people of different languages.  Clearly this 

was a most dramatic moment in the life of the early church, an experience described in 

terms of wind and fire.  From this time forward the mighty works of God 

done in Jesus will be told to all the peoples of the earth, crossing barriers of 

language and culture. 

 Psalm 104: 25-35,37 

 The psalm describes the wonders of the world created and renewed by the 

Lord’s Spirit. 

 Romans 8:22-27 

 In this New Testament reading the apostle Paul understands the whole of 

creation to be linked with human destiny as we await our redemption.  We 

await our adoption in hope, dependent on the indwelling Spirit of God who 

intercedes for us in all things we cannot achieve for ourselves. 

John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 

In our gospel Jesus tells his disciples that his going away will mean the coming of the 

Advocate, the Holy Spirit who will guide them into all truth.  The Counselor-Spirit will 

bring true judgment into the world.  Everything the Spirit declares will have been received 

from Jesus, even as all which the Father has belongs to Jesus.  The Spirit, then, reveals Jesus 

who himself has made the Father known. 

Acts 4:31 

And they were all filled 

with the Holy Spirit 

and spoke the word of 

God boldly.  

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

  Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings 

will be available at the back of the church. 

mailto:st.paulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=January%20Cover%20Photo
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BPentDay_RCL.html#FIRST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BPentDay_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BPentDay_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BPentDay_RCL.html#GOSPEL2
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 

such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 

…..St. John’s, New Milford; Grace Church, Newington; Trinity, Newtown; St. John’s, 

Niantic. 

…..Sophia DeAnzeris, complete healing of her broken arm. 

…..Dot Blake, convalescing from a stroke at Filosa in Danbury. 

…..Sue Jennings, healing and strength. 

…..Gerry Mullen, strength and freedom from pain. 

…..Barbara Hock, healing of back problems. 

…..Students of all ages who are graduating. 

…..Doug Azzarito, healing of blood cancer. 

…..Paul Estok, healing of his broken leg. 

…..Cy Dennerlein, recovering from a fall. 

…..Barbara Kast, continued healing. 

…..Peggy Bauer, a miracle of healing. 

…..Ginny Beck for continued healing and strength. 

…..Mike Healey's brother, Tim who had a recent 

liver transplant; pray that he is able to assimilate the 

new liver in his body. 

…..Shirley Jessup, healing and comfort for her 

back. 

…..David Palmer, strength and peace as he recovers. 

…..Bill Mayers’ daughter, Kathleen for recovery 

from a heart condition. 

…..Walter Biscardi for healing and strength. 

…..Kelly & Tim Malloy, their children and their team, safety in Jos, Nigeria. 

…..Tom Balash, strength and mobility. 

…..a job for Mary Ellen. 

…..Kay Tucker who is undergoing chemotherapy for cancer, a miracle of healing. 

…..Michael for-protection in Afghanistan, in the service. 
 

Psalm 5: 11,12, "But let all who take refuge, in you be glad, let them sing for joy.  

Spread your protection over them, that those who love your name may rejoice in you.  For 

surely, O lord, You bless the righteous; you surround them with your favor as with a 

shield."   

†  Adult Christian Education 
 

Join us this Sunday at 9:15 AM in The Guild room for the Adult Education class on 

Christian Virtues. 

Barbara Kast is doing very well in 

her recovery  

O  Judge of the nations, we remember before you with 
grateful hearts the men and women of our country who 

in the day of decision ventured much for the liberties we now 
enjoy.  Grant that we may not rest until all the people of this 
land share the benefits of true freedom and gladly accept its 
disciplines. This we ask in the Name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

No man can do me a truer kindness in this world than to pray for me. ~C.H. Spurgeon  



 15 

 

"Both abundance and lack exist simultaneously in our lives, as parallel 

realities.  It is always our conscious choice which secret garden we will 

tend ...when we choose not to focus on what is missing from our lives but 

are grateful for the abundance that's present-love, health, family, friends, 

work, the joys of nature, and personal pursuits that bring us pleasure-the 

wasteland of illusion falls away and we experience heaven on earth." 

Sarah Ban Breathnach (writer) 

†  Experience Heaven on Earth 
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† Nursery Care Provided 

 

S t. Paul’s offers nursery care as well as a 

speaker in the parish hall where the sermon 

can be heard. Please be mindful of those around you 

should your little one become disruptive during the 

sermon. 

†  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 

 

 

Opening Hymn Hail Thee, Festival Day 

Gradual Hymn Come, Gracious Spirit, Heavenly Dove Tune: Mendon 

Offertory Hymn Praise the Spirit in Creation 
Closing Hymn Eternal Father, Strong to Save 

 

Eternal Father, Strong to Save 
 

“Eternal Father, Strong to Save,” or known to many as the “Navy 

Hymn,” has often been cited as the most popular hymn for travelers in 

the English language.  It was written, in 1860, by William Whiting and 

has gone through numerous revisions to the present time.  The hymn 

text was so well thought of, when it was written, that it was included in 

the 1861 edition of the highly regarded, Anglican Church hymnal, 

Hymns Ancient and Modern.  It was set to the fine “Melita” tune, 

especially composed for it by one of England’s highly esteemed church 

musicians of the nineteen century, John B. Dykes.  The tune name 

comes from the island of Malta where St. Paul was shipwrecked 

(Acts 28:1). 

William Whiting was born on November 1, 1825, in London, England.  Little is 

known of his life except that he was an Anglican churchman and that he held the 

position of headmaster at the Winchester College Choristers’ School, for thirty-five 

years.  He published a book of poems, Rural Thoughts, in 1851 and wrote several other 

hymn texts no longer in use.  William Whiting died at Winchester on May 3, 1878. 

The composer, John Bacchus Dykes wrote more than three hundred hymn tunes, 

many of which are still in use today. 

It is generally believed that Whiting’s text was inspired by the vivid description of 

the sea’s dangers and God’s promised deliverances as recorded in Psalm 107:23-32: 

“They that go down to the seas in ships, that do business in great waters; these see the 

works of the Lord, and his wonders in the deep.” 
It should be noted that the first three stanzas of this hymn are each addressed to a 

different member of the Godhead: 

Stanza 1 – To the Father who created and controls the sea (Job 38:10-11), 

Stanza 2 – To the Son who has power to control the elements of nature (Matthew 

8:23-27), 

Stanza 3 – To the Spirit, who at the creation of the world “Brooded over the face of 

the waters” Genesis 1). 

The fourth stanza petitions the love and power of the entire Trinity and urges men 

everywhere to “Praise the Lord for His loving-kindness, and for His wonderful works to 

the children of men” (Psalm 107:31). 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sW4f29_vNZI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vuJjjtEhXhs
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hUtHK0WD4IM&feature=related
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Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

 

 

† It Takes An 
Editorial Board 

Contributors to 

this Weeks Sword 

Points: 
 

Donna Betts, Drew 

Crocker, Lynne 

Donnelly, Jen Falci, 

Heather Melody, 

Beth Miller, Patrick 

O’Connors, Bridgit 

O’Hara, Lori 

O’Hara, Lois Hunt, 

Linda Pendergast, 

Kirsten Peterson, 

Preston Powell, 

Mill Reynolds, Joe 

Shepley, David 

Szen, Pam Szen, 

Bonnie Wanser, 

Debbie Werneburg, 

Gail Winkley & 

Carol Woien. 

Technologically Speaking 

At St. Paul’s we embrace the digital age we live 

in.  Click here for our active website.  And you 

can follow us on Facebook and Twitter.  Also if 

you would like to receive the Sunday bulletins 

in PDF format for your iPad or other type of e-

reader to use during the services contact us at 

the following link.  

Scan our QR Code. 

Between Here and Ever After 
 

K illed in a freak accident, Madelyn 

Douglas has been given a task to 

complete before she can move on.  She must save 

her ex-fiancé, Brian Rossi.  Thinking Brian is 

mixed up with the mob, Maddie does her best to 

convince him to walk the straight and narrow.  But 

somewhere along the way she falls in love with 

him again.  Is it possible for a ghost to have a 

happy-ever-after? 

Karoline Barrett was born in upstate 

New York, but has lived in South 

America, IN, FL, PA and NJ. She now lives in 

Connecticut and attends St. Paul’s.  Her fiction has 

been published by: 

Short Stories for 

Women, Necrology 

Shorts, The Other 

Herald, Scribblers on 

the Roof, Eastown 

Fiction, Wild Horse 

Press, Flashshot, 

Read-A-Romance, , 

and others.  Karoline 

just completed her 

first novel, The Art of 

Being Rebekkah, and 

is busy working on her 

next one!  

Senior Art Show This Weekend 
The New Milford High School art department 

will open its 24th annual senior art show May 25 at 
the railroad station on Railroad Street.  It will be 

open May 25 from 2:30 to 7 pm, May 26 
from 2 to 7 pm and May 27 from 2 to 5 
pm. 
 One of the featured artists, and in 
our humble opinion the reason to go, 
will be St. Paul’s own Bridgit O’Hara. 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/
mailto:stpaulsbrookfield@gmail.com?subject=Sunday%20Bulletins%20in%20PDF%20Format
http://www.newmilfordspectrum.com/?controllerName=search&action=search&channel=news&search=1&inlineLink=1&query=%22New+Milford+High+School%22
http://www.amazon.com/Between-Here-Ever-After-Volume/dp/1468156926/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=13378107
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000428757685

