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Sword Points 
Transforming 

Lives 
Through 

Jesus 

†  What the Dickins? 
 

H anging in the back of our church is an 

impressive 5 by 3 foot St. Francis of Assisi 

Processional Banner that has been there forever, 

that we all take for granted and know very little 

about.  Maybe a few of us have even bothered to 

read the notation at the bottom….. 

“In April, 1914 the United States Navy took and 

occupied the City of Vera Cruz (“The True Cross”), 

Mexico.  During the occupation vandals were 

discovered looting the deserted Cathedral and were 

pursued by our men, and one of them, in attempting 

to escape with an armful of loot, dropped one of his 

packages, which was recovered by our men and 

brought to me. 

“This package contained the exquisitely 

embroidered banner, all hand work and undoubtedly 

the handicraft of Spanish Nuns.  Prior to departure 

efforts to return the package to responsible 

Cathedral authorities proved fruitless.  It is now 

loaned to St. Paul’s Church, Brookfield Center, 

Connecticut, Easter, 1939, by Capt. C.H. Dickins, 

ChC, U.S. Navy, Retired.” 

(Continued on page 2) 

  † This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

 Thu., July 12 - 1:00 pm - Dorothy Day Ministry, Danbury 

 Sat., July 14 -  7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

 Sun., July 15 -           Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 

   8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

   9:15 am - Adult Christian Education, Guild Room 

   10:00 am - V.B.S. Crew Leaders Meeting 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist & Holy Baptism 

 Mon., July 16 - 9:00 am - Vacation Bible School 

   7:00 pm - Stephen Ministry, Guild Room 

 Tue., July 17 - 9:00 am - Vacation Bible School 

 Wed., July 18 - 9:00 am - Vacation Bible School 

   10:00 am - Holy Eucharist and Healing 

 Thu., July 19 - 9:00 am - Vacation Bible School 

   7:00 pm - Healing Team, Guild Room 

C:/Documents and Settings/Gail Winkley/My Documents/Acolytes
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com


2  

 

Well, that begs the questions “Who is Capt. Dickins?” and , “Why did he loan the banner 

to St. Paul’s?” 

ChC, US Navy means he was in the Chaplain Corps, but he was not one of our rectors. 

Some of our old newspaper clippings provided clues.  Turns out because our rector was 

away on vacation, the Rev. Curtis Dickins, a retired minister conducted services at St. Paul’s 

on February 14, 1937, the day 

our church burned down.  And 

according to a newspaper article 

Stuart Terrill gave us, Rev. 

Curtis H. Dickins, D.D. was 

present eight months later at the 

laying of the cornerstone for our 

current building. 

An internet search told us 

that from 1926 to 1929 he was 

the third ever Chief Chaplain of 

the Navy and gave us a picture 

of him on the USS Florida.  

While he was chaplain he is 

credited with writing in 1904 an 

early version of the Army-Navy 

Hymnal. 

A trip to the Brookfield 

Historical Society found two 

3x5 cards of handwritten notes 

about Captain Curtis Hoyt 

Dickins.  Turns out he was born in Brookfield in 1865.  The notes also said he was a friend 

of US Presidents William McKinley, Theodore Roosevelt and Calvin Coolidge. 

He earned his divinity degree at Tufts University.  He served as minister at the Episcopal 

Church in Portsmouth, NH and after retiring from the Navy became Rector of St. George’s 

Church in Newburgh, NY. 

 He started in Newburgh on Trinity Sunday, 1929, just 

before the Stock Market Crash.  He is credited with guiding 

that church through the depression, renovating the rectory 

and parish hall and replacing the slate roof on the church, 

while managing to reduce the church debt by 40%.  No 

wonder he was named Rector Emeritus of St. George's upon 

his retirement in 1934. 

 He retired because of failing eyesight, due to an injury at 

the siege of Vera Cruz.  He returned home to Brookfield and 

bought a house on Junction Road (first house on left leaving 

the Center) next to the house he was born in which had 

burned down.  Back in Brookfield he assisted at St. Paul’s 

and he started a political career being elected a State 

Representative.  He eventually moved to La Jolla, 

California, where he died in 1966 at the age of 101. 

 In addition to the banner, he gave St. Paul’s the two 

prayer desks (kneelers) that Fr. Joe and our lay readers use.  

And Don Winkley now owns the roll top desk that Dickins 

had given St. Paul’s for the Rector’s office. 

 One final note from the Brookfield Historical 

Society...he had a large German police dog who answered 

the telephone! 

(Continued from page 1) What the Dickins? 

http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/about-us/our-history/the-fire-1937.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/docs/Sword_Points_2012-06-07_June_7_Final_PDF.pdf
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/docs/Sword_Points_2012-06-07_June_7_Final_PDF.pdf
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chief_of_Chaplains_of_the_United_States_Navy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chief_of_Chaplains_of_the_United_States_Navy
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VBS 2012 
Monday, July 16th   Friday, July 20th 

9:00 am to 12:00 pm 

Note to  

Volunteer Leaders 

“VBS 2012 is cleared for takeoff!” 

If you are a Crew Leader, please attend the 

Crew Leaders meeting on Sunday, 7/15 at 10 

AM.  In addition, all Station Leaders should 

contact us for information and Special Edition 

VBS 2012 Volunteer T-shirts 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HsE0E2Gt0gE&feature=player_embedded
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† Nursery Care Provided 

 

S t. Paul’s offers nursery care as well as a 

speaker in the parish hall where the sermon 

can be heard.  Please be mindful of those around you 

should your little one become disruptive during the 

sermon. 
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†  C.S. Lewis on the Necessity of Forgiveness 

 

O ne of the persistent problems that everyone encounters in life is being 

offended by other people.  The “other people” in question include strangers, 

co-workers, friends, and family.  While many of these offenses are relatively minor 

irritants, others are deep, painful, and have a major impact on us.  Regardless of the 

magnitude, in every case of offense, we are confronted with a critical issue: will we 

forgive the offender? 
 

C.S. Lewis gives us helpful insight on forgiving others: 

As regards my own sins it is a safe bet (though not a certainty) that the excuses 

are not really so good as I think; as regards other men’s sins against me it is a safe 

bet (though not a certainty) that the excuses are better than I think.  One must 

therefore begin by attending to everything which may show that the other man was 

not so much to blame as we thought.  But even if he is absolutely fully to blame we 

still have to forgive him; and even if ninety-nine percent of his apparent guilt can be 

explained away by really good excuses, the problem of forgiveness begins 

with the one percent of guilt which is left over.  To excuse what can 

really produce good excuses is not Christian charity; it is only fairness.  

To be Christian means to forgive the inexcusable, because God has 

forgiven the inexcusable in you. 

 This is hard.  It is perhaps not so hard to forgive a single great injury.  

But to forgive the incessant provocations of daily life - to keep on 

forgiving the bossy mother-in-law, the bullying husband, the nagging wife, the 

selfish daughter, the deceitful son - how can we do it?  Only, I think, by remembering 

where we stand, by meaning our words when we say in our prayers each night 

“forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those that trespass against us.”  We are 

offered forgiveness on no other terms.  To refuse it is to refuse God’s mercy for 

ourselves.  There is no hint of exceptions and God means what He says. (The Weight 

of Glory – New York: Simon & Schuster, 1996) 

In comparison to sins like adultery, murder, theft, etc., unforgiveness might seem 

relatively minor.  But Christ does not see it that way.  Of all the serious sins he could 

have possibly mentioned in the Lord ’s Prayer, 

Jesus focused only on forgiveness (Matthew 6:12, 

14-15).  He knew that offenses come to each of us 

regularly, and that we are prone to rationalize and 

justify our unforgiveness of the offender.  He also 

knew that when we do so, we erect a barrier of sin 

between us and God which blocks our own 

forgiveness, as well as our prayers and fellowship 

with him, and leads to backsliding.  Unforgiveness 

is a spiritual abscess that poisons the soul, the only 

remedy for which is forgiveness, no matter how 

difficult. 

Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven 

our debtors…. For if you forgive men when they sin 

against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive 

you.  But if you do not forgive men their sins, your 

Father will not forgive your sins. 

MATTHEW 6:12, 14-15 (NIV) 

To be Christian 

means to forgive the 

inexcusable, because 

God has forgiven the 

inexcusable in you. 

Because of sin we're never as good as we know we should be.  Because of 

grace we are never as messed up as we could be.                                     -Lecrae  
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By Pam Szen 

 

 

The Dead Sea 
 

N ext we are headed to the Dead Sea.  We’ve been hearing from our group leader 

about going for a float in the sea for days and we can’t wait to join in the fun! 

"The Sea of Death", also called the “Salt Sea” and less commonly “the Sea of Lot,” 

borders Jordan to the east and Israel and the West Bank to the west, and on the edge of the 

Judean Desert.  It is the Earth's lowest elevation on land and the deepest 

hypersaline lake in the world.  With 33.7% salinity, it is also one of the world's 

saltiest bodies of water.  Because the salt content is so unusually high, the sea is 

dense creating a natural buoyancy which makes it easy to float. 

 The Dead Sea has attracted visitors from around the Mediterranean basin for 

thousands of years.  Biblically, it was a place of refuge for King David.  It was one 

of the world's first health resorts (for Herod the Great), and it has been the supplier 

of a wide variety of products, from balms for Egyptian mummification to potash 

for fertilizers.  People also use the 

salt and the minerals from the Dead 

Sea to create cosmetics and herbal 

sachets. 

 In 2009, 1.2 million foreign 

tourists visited on the Israeli side.  

The Dead Sea can also be called “the lowest 

health spa in the world.”  Sea salts are 

produced from the southern section for 

industry, and in the northern section promote 

tourism and good health.  The composition of 

the salts and minerals in the water have 

therapeutic value, beneficial for the body.

Treatments here are known to have the 

healing power to relieve the symptoms of 

psoriasis, rhinosinusitis and osteoarthritis, and, those who suffer from respiratory ailments, 

including cystic fibrosis, benefit from the increased atmospheric pressure and the bromide in 

the air.  

In recent decades, the Dead Sea has been rapidly shrinking because of diversion of 

incoming water from the Jordan River to the north and this is of concern.  A reduction in 

industry or other measures might need to occur in order to replenish the Dead Sea. 

Just north of the Dead Sea is Jericho. Somewhere, perhaps on the southeastern shore, 

would be the cities mentioned in the Book of Genesis which were said to have been 

destroyed in the time of Abraham: Sodom and Gomorra (Genesis 18) and the three other 

(Continued on page 7) 

†  Israel 2012   

L ast year Fr. Joe & Tara 

and our rector 

emeritus Fr. Crocker toured 

the Holy Land.  This past April 

Dave & Pam Szen completed 

the same trip and are planning 

a pilgrimage to Israel for our 

parish for 2013.  Each week 

Pam is writing a summary of 

their journey in Sword Points. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jordan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Israel
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/West_Bank
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hypersaline_lake
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Salinity
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_bodies_of_water_by_salinity
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_bodies_of_water_by_salinity
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mediterranean_Basin
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/David
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Herod_the_Great
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ancient_Egypt
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mummy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Potash
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fertilizer
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cosmetics
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sachet_(scented_bag)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jericho
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_Genesis
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abraham
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sodom_and_Gomorrah
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"Cities of the Plain" - Admah, Zeboim and Zoar 

(Deuteronomy 29:23).  Zoar escaped destruction 

when Abraham's nephew Lot escaped to Zoar 

from Sodom (Genesis 19:21-22).  Before the 

destruction, the Dead Sea was a valley full of 

natural tar pits, which was called the vale of 

Siddim.  In Ezekiel 47:8-9 there is a specific 

prophecy that the sea will "…be healed and 

made fresh," becoming a normal lake capable of 

supporting marine life.  A similar prophecy is 

stated in Zechariah 14:8, which says that "Living 

waters will go out from Jerusalem, half of them 

to the eastern sea (likely the Dead Sea) and half 

to the western sea (the Mediterranean)..." 

King Herod the Great built or rebuilt several 

fortresses and palaces on the western bank of the Dead Sea.  And in Roman times, some 

Essenes settled on the Dead Sea's western shore.  Nearby are historic sites of considerable 

importance in Israel’s past, which preserve the ancient charm of this area. Among the most 

prominent sites are the Massada fortress, ancient Ein Gedi and the Qumran cave site where 

ancient scrolls were found, including the Dead Sea scrolls, which offer some insights into 

early Christianity and the Essenes sect.  

Tomorrow, we will visit all three sites.  But, now…it’s time for a float before dinner! 

(Continued from page 6) 

Flights and hotels have been finalized 

for our St. Paul’s trip to Israel 

in April, 2013.   

If you would like to be part of this life-

changing spiritual journey, contact 

David or Pam Szen or send an e-mail to 

StPaulsBrookfield@gmail.com. 

The Dead Sea 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lot_(Bible)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tar_pit
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_Ezekiel
http://bibref.hebtools.com/?book=%20Ezekiel&verse=47:8-9&src=HE
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_Ezekiel
http://bibref.hebtools.com/?book=%20Ezekiel&verse=47:8-9&src=HE
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marine_biology
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_Zechariah
http://bibref.hebtools.com/?book=%20Zechariah&verse=14:8&src=HE
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jerusalem
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mediterranean_Sea
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Herod_the_Great
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Essenes
mailto:StPaulsBrookfield@gmail.com?subject=Israel%202013
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†  Announcement Deadlines 
For the Sunday bulletins please submit your information by the preceding Monday  to 

bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com.  For Sword Points please submit it by Wednesday afternoon 

each week to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

  

  
†  What’s Your Transforming Ministry?  

Get Plugged In 
 

Healing & Prayer Ministries 
 

A t St. Paul’s Church, we believe in the healing power 

of prayer. 

Whether you or a loved one is troubled by illness, 

depression, stress, relationship problems, financial concerns, 

unemployment, addiction, change - and the list goes on - God 

does not abandon us, and we are not left alone to deal with 

life's difficulties.  God is with us.  And God gave us each other 

- the body of a living Christ. 

There are many ways to experience God’s love and healing 

touch.  St. Paul’s Healing Teams & Prayer Ministers have 

extensive training and will support, encourage and pray for any 

need or concern.  There are times when we want to know 

someone is joining us in our prayers to God in times of 

struggle, and celebrating with us in times of joy.  Every 

Sunday, Prayer Teams are available during communion to pray 

with you.  If you would like more information about the 

Healing Team Ministry, please contact Tara Shepley at 

tbshepley@gmail.com or (203) 267-3231. 

Once a month, the House of Prayer opens the church on a 

Saturday afternoon for an extended time of prayer (soaking 

prayer) and laying on of hands.  Appointments can also be 

made.  If you would like to make an appointment or learn more 

about the House of Prayer Ministry, please contact Lynne 

Donnelly at lmdonn31@yahoo.com or (860) 946-9225 or 

Diane Hannah at philiphannah@sbcglobal.net or (860) 355-

9119. 

The Prayer Chain is available 24/7 and will pray for any 

needs from the congregation and around the world.  If you 

would like to submit a prayer request, please contact Walter 

Von Egidy at (860) 354-1316 or the Parish Office at (203) 775-

9587.  The prayer team will continue to pray for your request 

for 14 days. 

As you enter St. Paul’s Church, there is a sign over the 

door…”Expect a Miracle.”  Many prayers have been answered 

and many miracles have happened here. 

The Healing 

Ministry 
offers short times of 

prayer at  

The 8 AM and 10:30 

AM Sunday Services. 
 

Once a month on 

Healing Sunday 3-4 

teams offer prayer at 

the altar. 
 

Classes are held one 

Thursday a month for 

the team.  Special 

retreats are held twice 

yearly.  The basic 

healing course is 

offered every two 

years for anyone 

interested in healing. 
 

For further 

information call  

Tara Shepley 

(203) 267-3231  

or the church office  

(203) 775-9587 

The most memorable people in life will be the friends who 

loved you when you weren’t very lovable. 

 - Aidan Chambers 

Especially the friends who love us when we’re trying to 

prove exactly how unlovable we are.  We do that, when we 

feel particularly unloved. 

mailto:bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com
mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
http://www.gallup.com/poll/153374/Churchgoers-Boast-Better-Mood-Especially-Sundays.aspx?ref=image
mailto:tbshepley@gmail.com
mailto:lmdonn31@yahoo.com
mailto:philiphannah@sbcglobal.net
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†  Transforming Stewardship 

 

“He instructed them to take nothing for the journey but a walking 

stick – no food, no sack, no money in their belts.” (Mark 6:8) 
 

H ow different we are from the Apostles who took nothing 

when they ventured out to serve God.  Today, we make our 

journey through life more difficult because of all the material 

baggage that we drag along.  Yet, the more we can let go of, the freer 

we are to serve God with love and joy. 

†  Where Did You Go to Church Last Week? 
 

O nce again, I have been attending my other 

St. Paul's Episcopal Church in Nantucket.  

I guess I am no longer a visitor, since I have been 

attending seasonally for over 40 years.  I happily 

help with the church fair selling thousands of 

books, and also sell raffle tickets on Main Street.  

For several weeks a year, I pretend to be a native 

of Nantucket, then happily return to my St. Paul's 

in Brookfield. 

  -Sandy Chaleski 

†  Saints of God 
 

July 12th 
 

Archbishop Söderblom 
Archbishop of Uppsala and Ecumenist, 1931 

 

B orn in Sweden in 1866, Söderblom attended the University 

of Uppsala and was ordained a priest in the (Lutheran) 

Church of Sweden in 1893.  From 1894-1901, he served as Pastor of 

the Swedish Lutheran community in Paris, during which time he 

took his doctorate in theology at the Sorbonne.  He returned to 

Uppsala in 1902 to teach and lead the School of Theology at the 

university.  He was a highly respected scholar and teacher, a prolific 

writer, and an early proponent of the study of comparative religions. 

To the surprise and dismay of many, he was appointed Archbishop of Uppsala in 1914.  

It had been centuries since the senior bishops of the Swedish Church had been passed over 

for the appointment, and particularly notable since Söderblom was not a bishop.  He served 

as Archbishop of Uppsala until his death in 1931. 

Söderblom took a great interest in the early liturgical renewal movement among Roman 

Catholics, Anglicans, and Lutherans.  This coincided with his deep commitment to the unity 

of the churches of Christ and his passion for ecumenical advancement.  In 1925 he invited to 

Stockholm Episcopalian/Anglican, Reformed, Lutheran, and Orthodox leaders and together 

they formed the Universal Christian Council on Life and Work.  Because of his effort and 

his tireless advocacy of Christian unity, Söderblom is numbered among the ecumenists 

whose efforts led eventually to the formation of the World Council of Churches in 1948.  He 

was a close friend and ecumenicalally of Bishop George Bell (October 3).  It was 

Söderblom’s advocacy for church unity as a means toward world peace that earned him the 

Nobel Peace Prize in 1930. 

Archbishop Söderblom saw a profound connection between liturgical worship, personal 

prayer, and social justice.  A rich cohesion of these elements was, in his mind, the 

foundation of a Christian commitment well lived. 
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†  Scholarly Speaking 

 

Answering Your Questions 
 

A  parishioner has asked, "Do we go to Heaven immediately when we die or do we 

have to wait for the second coming, and if we have to wait do we have a body?" 

The questioner apparently was bothered when Fr. Andy Buchanan had said that ‘heaven 

was not the first stop.’  This is really a very interesting question, for Scripture does not give 

us a single clear cut answer, and the hints that it does give are often confusing. 

The word heaven (including forms like heavenly) occurs in 280 verses of the New 

Testament, but I could only find five passages which even touched, however lightly, on this 

question; and some additional searching provided a few more clues. 

Before looking at them directly it would be useful to look at the Biblical concepts of 

time and eternity.  The Greek of the New Testament has two words for time: ‘chronos’ and 

‘chairos’ while ‘aionios’ (literally ‘of the 

ages) expresses the idea of eternal.  

Chronos, which gives us the word 

chronology, refers to time as measured by a 

clock or calendar while chairos, which does 

not seem to have a direct equivalent in 

common English, is best understood as the 

‘right time’ or as ‘God’s time’ as in “My 

time is not yet come” (John 7:6).  Eternity, 

especially in reference to ‘eternal life’ is 

frequently mentioned in Scripture, but it is 

later writers who fleshed out the concept.  

These scholars applied it especially to life, 

the life of God, and the life we share with 

him, and saw it not merely as going on and on, but as larger than time and as including all 

time (chronos) within itself – it might be seen as providing the points where chairos 

intersects with chronos. 

A final factor in understanding the Biblical view is that the New Testament writers all 

seem to have thought that chronos was about to run out.  My New Testament professor in 

Seminary used to say that Paul expected Christ to return ‘sometime between now and 

teatime.’  We are saved from some awkward explanations because he was never inspired to 

say this in so many words, but it is clearly suggested in 1 Thess. 4:17: “Then we which are 

alive and remain shall be caught up together with them [those already dead] in the clouds, to 

meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.”  Only Peter seems to have 

considered a long delay between death and the end: “Beloved, be not ignorant of this one 

thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.  

The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is 

longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to 

repentance,” (2 Peter 3:8-9) and for him the delay was an opportunity for more to be saved. 

 In Revelation we have John’s account of being caught up into heaven, and of 

what he saw there.  It appears that he has been caught up into eternity for some of his 

visions go back before creation: the expulsion of the rebellious angels: “There was 

war in heaven: Michael and 

his angels fought against the 

dragon; and the dragon fought 

and his angels, and prevailed 

not; neither was their place 

found any more in 

heaven.” (Rev. 12:7-8), and 

others look to the end of the 

(Continued on page 11) 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
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world: “I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were 

passed away; and there was no more sea” (Rev. 21:1).  Only twice are we told of a human 

presence in heaven, and these instances seem to contradict each other.  In one case they are 

presented as resting and waiting: “I saw under the altar the souls of them that were slain for 

the word of God, and for the testimony which they held: and they cried with a loud voice, 

saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them 

that dwell on the earth?  And white robes 

were given unto every one of them; and 

it was said unto them, that they should 

rest yet for a little season” (Rev. 6:9-10).  

In the second, however, they seem to be 

more fully involved: “I looked, and, lo, a 

Lamb stood on the mount Sion, and with 

him an hundred forty and four thousand, 

having his Father’s name written in their 

foreheads…. These are they which 

follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth. 

These were redeemed from among men, 

being the firstfruits unto God and to the 

Lamb” (Rev. 14:1,4). 

My best answer to the question then is that at the time of death we experience a chairos, 

passing from chronos into eternity.  From the viewpoint of chronology there may very well 

be a long gap between death and heaven (or perhaps the other place for some), but within 

eternity I suspect we simply don’t feel that gap.  Anglican teaching does not reject 

Purgatory outright, though it does reject the sometimes crude interpretations that appeared 

in pre reformation popular teaching.  There may very well be some process of purification 

before most of us are ready to fully participate in the life of heaven, but I am confident that 

we can trust God to bring us into his kingdom in his time. 

(Continued from page 10) 

Vespers 
During the summer 

Vespers will be held 

on the 2nd Sunday 

of the month and 

will include Holy 

Communion. 



12  

 

T his past Sunday’s guest preacher and Adult Class leader was Pastor Richard Mozer 

who is a member of the Connecticut Hub Area Team for Ebenezer Operation 

Exodus.  Their mission is to be “an instrument of the Lord, as they encourage and help the 

Jewish people return to the land of Israel and to proclaim God’s Kingdom purposes for their 

return.” 

The Biblical event of immigration (aliyah) to Israel continues despite severe worldwide 

opposition.  Over six million people now reside in Israel.  In an amazing fulfillment of 

Biblical prophecy, Jewish people from all over the world are returning to Israel after being 

scattered for nearly 2,000 years!  Over three million have returned since the founding of the 

State of Israel in 1948.  God has an eternal purpose for Israel “to be a light to the 

nations” (Isaiah 42:1-9). 

God himself is calling them back to the Land of Israel. 

Fear not, for I am with you; I will bring your descendants from the east, 

And gather you from the west; I will say to the north, ‘Give them up!’  

And to the south, ‘Do not keep them back!’ Bring My sons from afar,  

And My daughters from the ends of the earth.  (Isaiah 43:5,6) 

Just how Pastor Mozer became involved with Ebenezer is a compelling story.  During 

his pilgrimage to the Holy Land in April 2011 (his traveling companions were Fr. Shepley, 

Tara and Rector Emeritus, Fr. Crocker), Pastor Mozer experienced a very spiritual and 

emotional experience connected to his ancestry…his grandfather was Jewish.  While visiting 

Israel, he learned from Peter Scalzo that Ebenezer was a Christian ministry that helped 

Jewish people return to Israel.  Upon his return home, Pastor Mozer immediately contacted 

the national headquarters of Ebenezer to become involved and he is now on their staff.  The 

organization has representatives in 40 countries and, to date, they have helped over 125,000 

Jewish people return to Israel. 

Ebenezer shares scriptures about God’s covenants and His promises to the Jewish 

people.  

‘I am with you and will watch over you wherever you go, and I will bring you back to 

this land. I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you’ (Genesis 28:15). 

In addition, Ebenezer provides practical information and assistance with obtaining the 

documents necessary to go to Israel.  Sometimes this involves lengthy journeys to visit the 

Israeli consulate to receive permission to go.  Ground transportation is provided to help 

people catch their flights to Israel to make ‘aliyah’, which is a Hebrew word translated as 

‘ascent’. 

In operational areas, Ebenezer demonstrates “Love in Action” in practical ways by 

supporting vulnerable Jewish people by providing much-needed humanitarian aid each year.  

At the heart of the ministry is Operation Exodus, an international Intercessory Ministry 

preparing the way through prayer.  In the U.S., Ebenezer provides teaching in churches 

about God’s ongoing purposes for the Jewish people and how Christians can be involved 

through prayer, by giving and by serving. 

†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   
   

T o learn more about Ebenezer Operation Exodus, listen to last Sunday’s sermon by 

Pastor Richard Mozer.  To replay or watch sermons follow this link for The Sunday 

Sermons each week. 

http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
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†  Consequences of Watered-Down Gospel 

and Living in a Christian Bubble - Greenhouse Effect 
By Al Boyce |  

W e entered the hothouse through an airlock of sorts, to be greeted by row upon row 

of perfect flowers arrayed against double-paned glass. 

There were orchids and African violets; poppies and petunias; buttercups and butterfly 

bushes.  Along multiple walkways, men and women in pseudo-surgical garb were installing 

and removing small bags from flowers. 

“What’s up with that?” I asked. 

“They are harvesting pollen and artificially inseminating the flowers” said my guide. 

“We allow no bees, no wind or other vectors to introduce uncontrolled variations here.  

Thus, we ensure the highest quality plants.” 

Each flower was attached to a digitally monitored watering tube to ensure the perfect 

amount of moisture and minerals.  Sunlight - both intensity and duration - was regulated 

through louvers and filters over each species’ “neighborhood.” 

“These flowers are breathtaking,” I said.  I wondered aloud why they seemed so much 

more vibrant than those we see in our own gardens.  Why couldn’t we buy seeds from 

these? 

“Actually, these would 

never survive on the outside 

world,” came the response.  

“In fact, some of these have 

been bred in captivity so 

long, they no longer have 

scents to attract insects to aid 

in pollination.” 

A few days later, I 

entered another hothouse 

(although I had never 

recognized it as such before). 

I went in through the 

narthex to see row upon row 

of well-dressed and 

manicured people arrayed against stained-glass windows. 

There were Asians and African-Americans; beauticians and busboys; sailors and CEOs.  

After a while, men and women in flowing robes offered them bite-sized bits of bread and 

tiny sips of wine to augment a steady diet of watered-down theology. 

I say “watered-down” because, clearly, it left them thirsty for more. 

Their seeds and fruit were ritually harvested here in the hothouse - and here they would 

stay, providing sustenance only for those who had already gained entry.  Those who left the 

hothouse, week after week, would find themselves unequipped for the outside world - 

unable either to give of themselves or to digest an untamed diet. 

I thought of how Jesus and His disciples encountered the world - barefoot in the dirt, 

carrying nothing, plopping down with publicans and prostitutes, touching lepers and casting 

out demons.  Part of the disciples’ “scent” was their open admission of a sinful nature, an 

abandonment of pride and a willingness to reach out to anyone without fear. 

The would-be disciples from the hothouse were looking more and more alike - cleaner 

and prettier to be sure - but maybe the scent of Jesus was being scrubbed off. 

I thought of Mark 11:20-22, when Jesus rebuked the fig tree that bore no fruit. 

“In the morning, as they went along, they saw the fig tree withered from the roots.  Peter 

remembered and said to Jesus, “Rabbi, look!  The fig tree you cursed has withered!” 

“Have faith in God,” Jesus answered. 

I rested my head against a stained-glass window, eyes unfocused. 
(Continued on page 14) 

http://www.faithwriters.com/member-profile.php?id=7907
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† Happy Birthday to You! 

D avid Palmer Jr., David Shepley, Deborah Sullinger, Gayle Baldelli & 

Phil Hannah celebrate today!  Friday is the big day for Ingrid Pruss & 

James Keenan.  Jessica Friedly & Sandy Chadwick will be expecting your 

card on Saturday. Frank Cavagna, Lindsay Castner & Sophia Richmond will 

be blowing out candles on Wednesday.  Have a blessed day each one of you! 

 

SAVE-THE-DATE 
St. Paul’s Beach Blast 

Join the St. Paul’s 
Family on SUNDAY 

AUGUST 5TH 
AT THE BEACH ON 

CANDLEWOOD LAKE 
More details to come 
FUN TIMES IN THE 
SUMMER TIME!!! 

†  Adult Christian Education 
 

B eginning this Sunday, July 15, Ingrid Pruss will lead the Adult Ed class with a three

-week focus on “Redemption.” 

Ingrid received her Ph.D. with high honors from Vanderbilt University in British 

Renaissance Studies with a secondary specialty in lyric poetry.  As a student, she spent ten 

years teaching conversational ESL, in Nashville, Tennessee and in Lafayette, 

Louisiana and almost twenty years as a freelance technical writer.  Dr. Pruss’s 

scholarly/creative work has been published in The George Herbert Journal, 

JAISA, Violence Against Women, and Quay.   She has presented papers at the 

Shakespeare Association of America and addressed the college section of the 

NCTE (2006) about creative scholarship.  In addition to her love of 

Renaissance Literature, Dr. Pruss’s intellectual interests/specialties include: 

twentieth and twenty-first century memoirs by women; twentieth and twenty-

first century poetry; feminist theory; cultural studies; critical theory; and Old 

Testament studies. 

 We are blessed to have such an accomplished scholar in our church 

community and Ingrid’s teachings are always well attended.  We hope to see 

you this Sunday at 9:15 a.m. in the Guild Room for this series on “Redemption.” 

Suggested homework assignment for week 1:  Read the first five chapters of Exodus. 

Outside, a bumblebee rotated, legs plump with pollen from a dozen 

different flowers. 

Backing away from a sunflower, the bee bumped the glass, retreated, 

then bumped it again. 

Bump. 

Bump. 

Bump. 
Al Boyce is a former writer and reporter for The Associated Press.  He lives in 

Raleigh, NC, where he now writes for God. 

(Continued from page 13) Greenhouse Effect 
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†  Photo Contest for August Sword of the Spirit 

C alling all photographers!  We are looking for a cover photo for our 

next monthly Sword.  The August issue covers the Pentecost 

season, summer, VBS.  Have fun.  The deadline is July 23rd.  Send 

your pictures to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

†  This Sunday’s Readings 
 

The Witness of John the Baptist 
 

2 Samuel 6:1-5, 12b-19 

I n our Hebrew scripture reading King David sets out to bring the ark of the covenant 

into the new royal city of Jerusalem.  The ark proceeds into the city that David has 

captured with extravagant liturgy and is set in a tent that he has prepared.  David leads the 

procession in exuberant dance.  One of his wives, Saul’s daughter Michael, perhaps 

representing the old order which David is replacing, despises him.  With the arrival of the 

ark, Jerusalem becomes both the cultic and religious center of David’s kingdom. 

 Psalm 24 

 As pilgrims go up to God’s holy place for worship, they cleanse themselves 

and praise the just Lord, who has created all things. 

 Ephesians 1:3-14 

 In this reading Paul praises God for the glorious inheritance that has been 

ordained for those who are now the children of God.  Redeemed by the sacrifice 

of Christ, our freedom from sin is made possible.  Now we share in the mystery 

of God’s plan to form a universal community in association with Christ.  In all 

this we have the Holy Spirit as a kind of pledge or down payment for the fullness 

of the heritage to come. 

 Mark 6:14-29 

Our gospel story is of the death of John the Baptist by order of King Herod.  John the 

Baptist’s preaching sharply criticized Herod for his marriage to Herodias, who had been the 

wife of Herod’s brother Philip.  Herod was intrigued and also fearful of John, but at a 

banquet at which Herodias’s daughter performed, the king rashly promised the girl whatever 

request she might make.  At her mother’s prompting, the girl asks for the head of John the 

Baptist.  John’s fearlessness, Herodias’s brutality, and Herod’s expediency thus intersect 

and lead to John’s martyrdom. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

  Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings 

will be available at the back of the church. 

Ephesians 1:5 

With all wisdom and 

insight he has made 

known to us the 

mystery of his will  

mailto:st.paulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=January%20Cover%20Photo
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp10_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp10_RCL.html#response
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp10_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp10_RCL.html#GOSPEL
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ST. PAUL’S CHURCH 

WELCOMES 
 

GUEST SPEAKER & AUTHOR 

VICKI ROSE 

ON SATURDAY, 

SEPTEMBER  29 
 

Join us for Tea and Fellowship  

Beginning at 3:00 p.m. 
 

Vicki’s heart and passion is for women to be content and victorious 

in their lives and/or marriages through a deep and intimate personal 

relationship with Jesus Christ. 

A free will offering will be taken. 

 

St. Paul’s OWN 
 

July 28th  -  Youth Work Day 

Aug 12th  -  Youth Group 5-7pm 

Aug 26th  -  Mini-Golf & Ice Cream 2-4 pm 

 

'Just because you can't see the air doesn't mean you stop breathing. And just because 

you can't see God doesn't mean you stop believing.'  

http://www.facebook.com/StPaulsOWN


 17 

 
†  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 

(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 
 

 

Opening Hymn Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing 

Gradual Hymn My God, Accept My Heart This Day 

Offertory Hymn Amazing Grace! How Sweet the Sound 

Closing Hymn Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates 

 

Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates 
 

T he German pastor, Georg Weissel, was inspired by Psalm 24 to write this hymn.  

That psalm says: 

  Lift up your heads, O gates! 

  and be lifted up, O ancient doors! 

  that the King of glory may come in. 

  Who is this King of glory? 

  The Lord of hosts, 

  he is the King of glory (Psalm 24:9-10). 

In that psalm, David was calling the people of Jerusalem to prepare for the coming of 

the Ark of the Covenant into the city - the Ark that was destined to reside in the Holy of 

Holies, the holiest part of the temple - the Ark that represented the presence of the Lord 

among the people.  David was calling his people to open the gates so that the Lord could 

enter their city  - so that God could dwell among them and be Lord of their lives. 

In like manner, this hymn calls us to open the gates of our hearts so that the Lord can 

enter there.  It calls us to make our heart a temple - a holy place fit for the Lord's presence - 

a place "adorned with prayer and love and joy." 

As we sing this hymn, consider whether you have invited God to dwell in your heart.  

Consider whether you have invited God to dwell in your home.  Consider whether you have 

welcomed God to be a part of your life. 

Georg Weissel, son of Johann Weissel, judge and afterwards burgomaster at Doranau, 

near Königsberg, was born at Domnau in 1590.  He studied at the University of Königsberg, 

from 1608 to 1611, and thereafter, for short periods, at Wittenberg, Leipzig, Jena, 

Strassburg, Basel and Marburg.  In 1614 he was appointed rector of the school at Friedland 

near Domnau, but resigned this post after three years, and returned to Königsberg to resume 

his studies in theology.  Finally, in 1623, he became pastor of the newly erected Altrossgart 

church at Königsberg, where he remained till his death, on August 1, 1635. 

 

†  Lokshen Kugel 
(Israeli Jewish sweet noodle pudding) 

M y family is having an Olympics Opening 

Night gathering.  Everyone is selecting a 

country and making a dish to share from that country.  

Of course, in my obsession of all things 

Israel, I predictably chose Israel and a 

dish I’ve been wanting to make for a 

long time.  This kugel originated from 

Jews from Eastern Europe and often 

enjoyed at Sabbath meals and for Jewish 

holidays.  - Pam Szen 

Directions: 

Preheat oven to 350º.  Cook the egg noodles according to 

directions.  Drain, rinse and set aside.  In a large owl, beat 

together the sour cream, cream cheese, eggs and melted 

butter until smooth.  Add the sugar, cinnamon and salt and continue beating until the sugar is 

dissolved.  Stir in the cooked noodles and the rains.  Pour the pudding batter into a greased baking 

dish and place in the oven.  Bake for 45-50 minutes or until the pudding is set and the top is lightly 

browned.  Cut into squares and serve warm or at room temperature.  Makes 6-8 servings.  

Ingredients: 

12 oz. egg noodles 

1 c. sour cream 

1 c. cream cheese, 

room temperature 

3 eggs, beaten 

3 T. butter, melted 

1/3 c. sugar 

½ tsp. cinnamon 

Pinch of salt 

½ c. raisins  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=spjkgMpVDWQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LF5wTjjeAe8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iT88jBAoVIM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DTmgi7336FA
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 

such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 

…..St. Stephen’s, Ridgefield; St. Paul’s, Riverside; St. Andrew the Apostle, Rocky Hill; 

Christ Church, Roxbury 

…..Dot Blake, convalescing from 

a stroke at Filosa in Danbury. 

…..Sue Jennings, healing and 

strength. 

…..Gerry Mullen, strength and 

freedom from pain. 

…..Committees, staff, and 

volunteers who oversee and 

maintain buildings and grounds 

…..Doug Azzarito, healing of 

blood cancer. 

…..Paul Estok, healing of his 

broken leg. 

…..Linda Pendergast pray for 

full healing and strength. 

…..those who suffer want and anxiety from lack of work. 

…..Cy Dennerlein, recovering from a fall. 

…..Barbara Kast, continued healing of her back. 

…..Peggy Bauer, a miracle of healing. 

…..those still affected by power outages. 

…..Ginny Beck for continued healing and strength. 

…..Mike Healey's brother, Tim who had a recent liver transplant; pray 

that he is able to assimilate the new liver in his body. 

…..Shirley Jessup, healing and comfort for her back. 

…..peace in the Middle East 

…..Barbara Hock, healing of her back. 

…..David Palmer, strength and peace as he recovers. 

…..Bill Mayers’ daughter, Kathleen for recovery from a heart condition. 

…..Walter Biscardi, a miracle of healing, the Lord's loving presence to 

surround him and his family. 

…..Kelly & Tim Malloy, their children and their team, safety in Jos, 

Nigeria. 

…..Tom Balash, strength and mobility. 

…..Nigerian Christians as they continue to be under attack.  

…..a job for Mary Ellen. 

…..Kay Tucker who is undergoing chemotherapy for cancer, a miracle of 

healing. 

…..Michael for-protection in Afghanistan, in the service. 
 

Isaiah 26:3 "He will keep in perfect peace all those that trust in him.” 

†  Official Prayer of the Sword Points 

Editorial Board 

A lmighty God, keep us, we pray thee, from thinking of ourselves 

more highly than we ought to think, and ready at all times to step 

aside for others, that the cause of Christ may be advanced; through the 

same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Healing 

Ministry offers House of 

Prayer (longer periods of 

prayer)  on a Saturday each 

month between 2:00 P.M. 

and  4:00 P.M. 
 

 Walk-ins are welcome and you 

may also request prayer by 

appointment. 
 

We pray for any need 

including: relationships, 

physical healing, emotional 

healing, finances, family and 

generational healing. 
 

If you have any questions or 

would like further info, call: 

Lynne Donnelly,   

860-354-3725, 

 Diane Hannah,  

860-355-9119, 

 or the Parish Office, 

203-775-9587. 
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Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

 

 

† It Takes An 
Editorial Board 

Contributors to this 

Weeks Sword Points: 
 

Debbie Barackman, 

Sandy Chaleski, Drew 

Crocker, Lynne 

Donnelly, Jen Falci, 

Bill Loring, Beth 

Miller, Patrick 

O’Connors, Linda 

Pendergast, Kirsten 

Peterson, Joe Shepley, 

David Szen, Pam Szen 

& Don Winkley. 

https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000428757685

