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Sword Points 
Transforming 

Lives 
Through 

Jesus 

† Summer Picnic This Sunday at Candlewood Lake 

J oin us after church on Sunday at 1 pm for some parish family fun in the sun on 

Candlewood Lake.  The beach we are using is located 

at the corner of Kellogg and Laurel Drive in 

Brookfield.  Bring your family, bring your 

friends.  If you would like to bring some 

food or beverages, contact Pam Szen for 

ideas.  The weekend forecast is for 

temperature in the 80’s. 

  † This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

 Thu., Aug. 2 - 7:30 pm - Property Committee, Upper Classroom 

   7:30 pm - Finance Committee, Guild Room 

 Sat., Aug. 4 -  7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

 Sun., Aug. 5 -           Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 

   8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

   9:15 am - Adult Christian Education, Guild Room 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

   1:00 pm - Summer Picnic 

 Mon., Aug. 6 -           The Transfiguration 

   7:00 pm - Stephen Ministry, Guild Room 

 Tue., Aug. 7 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room  

 Wed., Aug. 8 - 10:00 am - Holy Eucharist and Healing 

   6:00 pm - Vestry Picnic 

 Thu., Aug. 9 - 1:00 pm - Dorothy Day Ministry, Danbury 

† Where Did You Go to Church Last Sunday? 

L ast weekend Drew Crocker went camping at Macedonia State Park in Kent, CT.  On 

Sunday morning he ventured down into Kent Village to St. Andrew’s Episcopal 

Church, where the service “was 50 minutes 

long.  And, the sermon was only five minutes 

in length, given with no notes.”  So it was off to 

find a hotspot at the Fife and Drum Restaurant 

and St. Paul’s website.  During lunch he 

downloaded Fr. Shepley’s sermon on his iPad 

and then headed back to the comfort(?) of his 

tent where he listened to the sermon.  Drew 

gets the Sword Points prize for most unusual 

Sunday church experience. 

C:/Documents and Settings/Gail Winkley/My Documents/Acolytes
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†  Announcement Deadlines 
For the Sunday bulletins please submit your information by the preceding Monday  to 

bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com.  For Sword Points please submit it by Wednesday afternoon 

each week to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

 

 † Saints of God 
 

August 2nd 
  

Samuel Ferguson 
Missionary Bishop for West Africa, 1916 

 

S amuel David Ferguson was born in Charleston, South Carolina, on 

January 1, 1842.  He grew up in Liberia, West Africa, having moved 

there with his family at the age of six.  He attended mission schools that were 

sponsored by the Episcopal Church and eventually became a teacher. 

 Ferguson was ordained to the diaconate in 1865 and to the priesthood in 

1867, serving first as curate and then as rector of St. Mark’s Church, Harper, 

Liberia. 

 Perhaps due to his own upbringing and his first vocation as a teacher, 

Ferguson emphasized the importance of education throughout his ministry.  He 

was the founder of schools throughout Liberia and his passion for education 

influenced other parts of West Africa.  His efforts at starting schools were 

supported through funds given by the Women’s Auxiliary [later to be the 

United Thank Offering (UTO) of the Episcopal Church Women] under the 

leadership of Julia Chester Emery. 

Ferguson was called to be the fourth bishop of Cape Palmas, later the Diocese of Liberia, 

in 1885.  His ordination to the episcopate took place at Grace Church in New York City.  He 

was the first American born black to become Bishop of Liberia.  Although not the first 

Episcopal bishop of African-American heritage, he was the first to sit in the House of 

Bishops. 

With the generous support of Robert Fulton Cutting, a wealthy New York financier who 

served for a time as the treasurer of the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society, Bishop 

Ferguson founded Cuttington College in 1889.  In addition to basic studies, theological, 

agricultural, and industrial education were emphasized.  Ferguson believed that establishing 

a strong spiritual and educational foundation was the best way for Liberia’s young people to 

transform society.  Although closed for two decades during the Liberian civil war, the 

college, now Cuttington University, continues to serve the people of Liberia thus fulfilling 

Bishop Ferguson’s vision. 

Bishop Ferguson remained in Liberia for the rest of his life.  He died in Monrovia on 

August 2, 1916. 

 

 

 

 Sacristans 

 for 

 August 

 are: 

 

 

 

 

 

 Sharon 

 Hibler, 

 Lorine 

 Hodge, 

 & Elaine 

 Skewis. 

mailto:bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com
mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
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I  was recently listening to a podcast 

discussing happiness.  Essentially, 

Pascal Bruckner, the interviewee, says that 

around the time of the Enlightenment there 

was a movement to approach happiness as a 

right that people have.  Indeed, we can see 

this in the Declaration of Independence, 

claiming that an inalienable right of the 

people is the pursuit of happiness.  What 

Bruckner then claims is that in the last two 

centuries 

this has 

shifted to 

being a 

duty - 

there is an 

obligation 

to be 

happy.  

While 

Bruckner 

sees this 

most 

recent 

develop-

ment as 

problem-

atic, as Christians, even approaching 

happiness as a right raises a number of 

issues. 

Bruckner points out that prior to the 

Enlightenment, Christianity saw happiness as 

secondary; the primary concern was 

salvation.  Obviously such a position requires 

nuance, but a heavenly focus certainly is 

more true to Christianity. 

Yet so many of us are caught up in this 

"obligation to be happy."  It's not limited to a 

"health and wealth" gospel, either. I suspect 

many of us (myself included, as always!) 

structure our days more around self-

fulfillment than around service to the 

Kingdom or worship of the King. 

Even the way we explain the gospel often 

reflects this orientation.  In attempting to 

make it "relevant" or "seeker-friendly" we 

make the gospel about a God who loves you, 

who really wants a relationship with you, and 

so sent his Son for you. 

Granted, all of these statements are true, 

but sometimes the way that we phrase truth 

reflects our own biases.  All of that language 

centers around the self, and really about 

bringing some sense of fulfillment, value, or 

happiness to that self. 

I suggest we need to think about the 

gospel more in terms of God's character, 

which demands our worship.  The gospel is 

not all about our happiness.  In fact, we can 

believe and follow Christ right into the 

greatest pain of our lives - just ask the 

martyrs.  Happiness is not a right we can 

claim 

before a 

holy God. 

 Believ-

ing the 

gospel is 

not to 

immedi-

ately 

reflect on 

our own 

salvation 

but rather 

upon his 

goodness, 

upon his 

greatness, 

and upon his great worth. 

God's work is not solely for our sake.  

Psalm 106:8 makes this quite clear, pointing 

out that Yahweh saved Israel, not just 

because he loved them or because they were 

awesome.  Rather, "he saved them for his 

name's sake, that he might make known his 

mighty power." 

May we remember this week that God 

saves out of his goodness, but not so that we 

might be happier.  He saves us that we might 

magnify his name, and bring him glory. 

†  The Right to Happiness? 
by Matt  

http://philosophybites.com/2011/04/pascal-bru.html
http://philosophybites.com/2011/04/pascal-bru.html
http://matttimms.wordpress.com/2012/06/19/earthly-shadows/
http://matttimms.wordpress.com/2012/07/26/the-right-to-happiness/
http://matttimms.wordpress.com/author/matttimms/
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By Pam Szen 

 

 

Qumran Caves – The Dead Sea Scrolls 
 

F ollowing Masada, we traveled north to Qumran which is located on the northwestern 

shore of the Dead Sea and south of Jericho.  The first settlement was established 

here at the end of the First Temple period (8th-7th centuries BCE). 

The plan of Qumran is unique and unlike other 

settlements of its time, with many large halls for 

public functions and a small number of living 

quarters.  A large number of mikva’ot (ritual baths) 

were found throughout the site and were built 

according to specifications.  An earthquake severely 

damaged the buildings of Qumran in 31 BCE; it was 

abandoned and then resettled in the 1st century CE.  

The main building was a long room with benches 

and low tables as well as small clay inkwells 

indicating that the room was a scriptorium, where the settlement’s scribes copied 

the holy writings and the laws 

governing the community.  Among 

other findings was a workshop in 

which pottery vessels were produced.  

The community was destroyed during 

the Jewish War against Rome in 68 CE 

and never resettled. 

The Qumran Caves are a series of caves in 

the Judean Desert cliffs (some natural, some 

artificial) found around the archeological site 

of Qumran.  It was here in 1947 that Bedouins 

found the first of the Dead Sea Scrolls hidden 

in an earthen jar at the back of one of the 

caves.  Following this discovery, a total of 230 

(Continued on page 5) 

†  Israel 2012   

L ast year Fr. Joe & Tara 

and our rector 

emeritus Fr. Crocker toured 

the Holy Land.  This past April 

Dave & Pam Szen completed 

the same trip and are planning 

a pilgrimage to Israel for our 

parish for 2013.  Each week 

Pam is writing a summary of 

their journey in Sword Points. 

http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Society_&_Culture/geo/deadsea.html
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/vie/Jericho.html
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natural caves were surveyed and excavated; 40 contained artifacts.  This was one of the most 

significant discoveries in modern history. 

Most famous of the caves is #4 which held the most substantial findings.  More than 

15,000 fragments from over 600 manuscripts were found in this cave.  The entire book of 

Isaiah was found in cave #1 and 

this finding confirmed the 

accuracy of the scripture.  Until 

this time, some Jewish historians 

argued that chapter 53 of Isaiah 

was written by Jesus’ disciples 

and spliced into the book.  

However, the ancient findings at 

the Qumran Caves predate Jesus, 

ending speculation of the 

authenticity of the prophecy.  

This perfectly preserved, 8 yard long manuscript is 

prominently displayed in the Israeli Museum; we 

were to see it on the following day. 

 Overall, every Old Testament book is 

represented by the findings at Qumran except the 

book of Esther.  No New Testament books or 

fragments were found. 

 The location of the site and its plan, the scrolls 

found in the vicinity and the simple ceramic 

vessels of its’ inhabitants, bear witness to a 

settlement of the Essenes, a splinter sect of Jewish 

monks who lived a communal life and spent their 

lives copying the Old Testament scriptures and 

other religious texts.  Qumran was their spiritual 

center and they used Cave #4 as a geniza, which is 

a place for keeping sacred writings.  The dry 

climate of the region preserved these manuscripts, 

which were written mostly on parchment, for 2000 

years.  The books of the Qumran library are 

regarded as the oldest existing copies of the books 

of the Bible. 

(Continued from page 4) 

Flights and hotels have been finalized 

for our St. Paul’s trip to Israel 

in April, 2013.   

If you would like to be part of this life-

changing spiritual journey, contact 

David or Pam Szen or send an e-mail to 

StPaulsBrookfield@gmail.com. 

Qumran Caves – The Dead Sea Scrolls 

http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/History/sadducees_pharisees_essenes.html
mailto:StPaulsBrookfield@gmail.com?subject=Israel%202013
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St. Paul’s OWN 
 

Aug 12th  -  Youth Group / Vespers 

Aug 26th  -  Mini-Golf & Ice Cream 2-4 pm 

Sep 9th  -  Youth Group Kickoff 3-7 pm 

 

†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   
   

L ast Sunday’s sermon involved a verse by verse teaching from John's account of the 

Feeding of the 5000.  With the theme of God's Providence, Fr. Shepley’s message 

explores the way God provides and cares for His people.  To replay or watch sermons 

follow this link for The Sunday Sermons each week. 

Youth Group Fall Kickoff 

On Sunday, Sept 9th the Junior and Senior 

high youth will be gathering early to kick-off 

the new year of youth group.  All youth 

entering 6th grade through 12th grades are 

invited to meet at the church at 3 pm for some outrageous food, some 

over-the-top games and the infamous 'rematch' of Human Battleship!  

Mark your calendars.  We look forward to seeing you all there! 

http://www.facebook.com/StPaulsOWN
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
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†  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 

(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 
 

 

Opening Hymn How Great Thou Art 

Gradual Hymn Breathe 

Offertory Hymn Halleluiah 

Closing Hymn Amazing Grace 

 

How Great Thou Art 
 

T he hymn How Great Thou Art traveled a long road before it ended up a favorite 

edition to English hymnals.  The original version was a poem written by a Swedish 

pastor, Reverend Carl Boberg in 1886.  Several years later he was surprised and delighted 

to hear his poem being sung by a church congregation, to the tune of an old Swedish folk 

melody. 

 Boberg's poem was soon thereafter translated into German by Manfred von Glehn.  In 

1925, an American Reverend E. Gustav Johnson translated the Swedish poem into an 

English version that is somewhat different than the one popular today.  For instance, the 

first line of Johnson's hymn reads Oh mighty God, when I behold the wonder.  In 1927, 

I.S. Prokanoff translated Glehn's German version into Russian, to be enjoyed by that 

culture also.  Throughout all of these translations, the original Swedish folk tune 

remained the same.  In 1933, English missionaries to the Ukraine, Reverend and Mrs. 

Stuart K. Hine heard the song for the first time, fell in love with it and sang it often 

throughout their missionary journeys.  The couple was inspired to translate the first three 

verses of the song into English.  When WWII broke out in 1939, the Hines returned to 

England carrying How Great Thou Art to its new home.  After the war they wrote the fourth 

verse and arranged the original Swedish folk tune to be published in English hymnals.  In 

the 1950s, the song was copyrighted and widely published in America, becoming more and 

more popular.  When George Beverly Shay and the Billy Graham gospel choir, directed by 

Cliff Barrows, began to sing the song at virtually every crusade event, How Great Thou Art 

soon became one of the most recognized songs around the world.  It was also recorded by 

several popular artists, including Elvis Presley.  A poll conducted by the Christian Herald 

magazine in 1974 named How Great Thou Art the most popular hymn in America. 

 

Directions: 

Mix graham cracker crumbs, ¼ cup of 

sugar and 5 T. melted butter.  Pack into 

a 9 x 13” baking dish.  Bake at 350˚ for 

10 minutes.  Cool. 

Combine 1 cup sugar and 

cream cheese, beating until 

smooth.  Add ½ of the Cool 

Whip.  Spread over the cooled crust. 

 Whip together the pudding mixes and milk.  Spread over 

cream cheese layer and chill.  Spread remaining Cool Whip on top.  Grate 

chocolate bar on top of this layer.  Chill. 

Editor’s note:  You can use the entire tub of  Cool Whip for the mixture and 

then use another tub to spread on top.  To make a lower calorie version, you 

can cut down on the sugar or use Splenda, use low fat cream cheese, and 1% 

milk. 

†  Hershey Bar Delight 

Ingredients: 

1 ½ c. graham cracker crumbs 

1 ¼ c. sugar, divided 

5 T. butter, melted 

8 oz. cream cheese 

1 lg. tub Cool Whip 

1 box instant vanilla pudding 

1 box instant chocolate pudding 

3 c. milk 

1 Hershey bar, grated  

Rev. Boberg 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gNKHKr4q3Qk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SFYAH-Z3_po
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iT88jBAoVIM
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†  Scholarly Speaking 

 

What Did General Convention Do?  Part 1 
 

I t is sad that for too many years conservative-minded Anglicans, both Evangelical and 

Catholic, have felt the need to evaluate the work of General Convention in terms of 

the harm they do - or sometimes refrain from doing - rather than in terms of positive 

benefits.  This year’s convention is not much different, but there are at least a few good 

things that have started to happen. 

One proposal, which may be neither conservative nor 

liberal, but which I welcome, wound up simply as a 

recommendation for future action, but if carried through 

would make it easier for non-rectors to become 

canonically resident in dioceses where they actually live 

and/or work.  I find this important as it would let them be 

voting members of that diocesan convention and give 

them a direct pastoral relationship with the bishop of that 

diocese. 

In the area of Liturgy there was some commendable 

restraint in additions to the calendar, both in the limited 

number and in the lack of major alarm bells in the names 

proposed.  (Some other names, proposed by individual 

members or dioceses, were also considered and referred to Committee for later action.)  In 

addition, Holy Women, Holy Men was continued in Trial Use without finalizing the 

changes made in 2009 [at least that’s how I read the resolution] so there is still an 

opportunity to reconsider some of the less welcome proposals. 

Two other proposals in this general area have much to commend them, but still seem 

bothersome in some ways.  First there is a set of services under the heading of “Honoring 

God in Creation”.  These include Eucharistic Propers following the pattern of the “Various 

Occasions” already in the Prayer Book (though with no forms or even provisions for use 

with Rite I) and are generally acceptable though some of the prayers strike me as a little too 

precious.  There is some moaning there about the ravages of ‘progress’ but there is also 

some welcome recognition of possibilities for change and development.  Another section 

here provides forms for the burial, adoption, loss, illness, etc. of a beloved animal. 

Additional material is also provided in this area for Rogation Days and related 

occasions.  The second grouping of material is a series of short devotions for use during the 

day (at times corresponding to the old breviary offices: dawn, early morning, mid-morning, 

noon, mid-afternoon, dusk, bedtime, and the middle of the night) with forms for each season 

of the Church Year.  There is, again, good material here; but as an advocate of the Prayer 

Book as central to Anglican tradition I fear that this would tend to draw people further away 

from that tradition.  Certainly not everybody needs to say full Morning and Evening Prayer, 

but I should be much happier with these proposals if they incorporated more of these 

Offices and thus helped draw people towards their riches. 

My major reaction to both these sections is to ask, do we really need all this as liturgy 

(and most of you know that I do strongly favor liturgical worship)?  All of these are simply 

being made available and not in any way required for use, but I suspect that many 

Episcopalians (at least those like myself who have always been in this church) have a 

greater need to learn to just pray out of our own hearts 

and minds, and in accordance with our own needs. 

 The proposal to allow Communion before Baptism 

(and yes we know that it sometimes happens anyway), 

and the proposal to remove Confirmation as a 

requirement for Ordination did not pass, but both were 

passed on to the next Convention for further study in 

(Continued on page 9) 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
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†  Adult Christian Education 
 

T here is no Adult Ed class this week.  The Christian Virtues series will continue on 

August 12th.  Please join us that week at 9:15 a.m. in the Guild Room 

  

† Happy Birthday to You! 

B onnie Wanzer, Connie Williams & Doug Melody celebrate today!  

Friday is the big day for Zachary Richmond.  Griffin Barbieri will 

be another year older and wiser on Saturday.  Nicole O’Connors & 

Perry Simone will be expecting your card on Sunday.  Steven Kast 

will celebrate on Monday.  Christopher Hodge & Vinnie Cappiello 

will be opening presents on Tuesday.  Christopher Burr will be blowing out 

candles on Wednesday.  Have a blessed day each one of you! 

the interim.  In the first case the deciding point seems to have been the Great Commission 

and its direction to go and baptize.  In the second case the resolution called for consultation 

with other Anglican churches, and other partner churches in this country - a welcome pull 

back from the ‘go it alone’ attitude which has separated us from other Anglicans in recent 

years. 

I conclude this installment by reporting that the proposed service for same-sex blessings 

and related material that I wrote about recently did pass with only minor changes.  While it 

is not entirely bad - they are still making a distinction between this and marriage - I am torn 

between the inadequate theology 

of the proposal and 

the need to minister 

to people whose 

needs in this area are 

not the same as mine; 

and who are really 

trying to be faithful to 

God in their lives.  

The proposal does 

make the use of this 

service subject to the specific 

directions of the bishop, and we 

shall look to see what guidance 

we are given. 

Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in 

Residence 

  

To be continued. 

(Continued from page 8) General Convention  Part 1 

Mike Ecsedy responds to last week’s column:  “It was 

interesting to see Leibniz's name accredited to the term "theodicy."  

In my circles, Leibniz also had a very significant role.  Leibniz was 

the co-discoverer of calculus.  Newton often gets the credit in the 

English speaking world, since Newton was head of the Royal 

Society, after donating a reflecting telescope to them, but being both 

genius and mean-spirited, he saw to it that Leibniz was denigrated in 

British circles whenever possible, and the English bought into this 

because they wanted one of their own to get all the credit.  Newton 

accused Leibniz of stealing his ideas, but Newton would play games with 

people giving them clues to what he was up to in his correspondence, and he 

perhaps gave away too much to Leibniz early in his life.  Leibniz published 

first, his notation was superior to Newton's, but the English-speaking world was 

deprived for a long while of Leibniz's accomplishments.  Leibniz was a 

cultured member of the German diplomatic corps, and therefore accustomed to 

dealing with people in a diplomatic way (unlike Newton), but he died severely 

depressed over the claims that he had plagiarized Newton.” 
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†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

     “Each day the people are to 

go out and gather their daily portion; thus will I test them, to see 

whether they follow my instructions or not.”               (Exodus 16:4) 
 

G od frowns upon it when we take or keep more than we 

need.  When the Israelites gathered more than their daily 

portion of manna, that which they hoarded away became wormy and 

rotten.  In the same way, God calls us today to be content with a fair 

portion and to be willing to share the rest. 

†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

August 6th 
 

The Transfiguration of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
 

T he Transfiguration is not to be understood only as a spiritual experience of 

Jesus while at prayer, which three chosen disciples, Peter, James, and John, 

were permitted to witness.  It is one of a series of supernatural manifestations, by 

which God authenticated Jesus as his Son.  

It is at one with the appearance of the 

angels at the birth and at his resurrection, 

and with the descent of the Spirit at Jesus’ 

baptism.  Matthew records the voice from heaven 

saying, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I 

am well pleased; listen to him” (Matthew 17:5).  

Briefly the veil is drawn aside, and a chosen few 

are permitted to see Jesus, not only as the earth-

born son of Mary, but as the eternal Son of God.  

Moses and Elijah witness to Jesus as the 

fulfillment of the Law and the Prophets.  In Luke’s 

account of the event, they speak of the “exodus” 

which Jesus is to accomplish at Jerusalem.  A cloud, a sign of divine presence, envelops the 

disciples, and a heavenly voice proclaims Jesus to be the Son of God. 

Immediately thereafter Jesus announces to Peter, James, and John the imminence of his 

death.  As Paul was later to say of Jesus, “Though he 

was in the form of God, he did not count equality with 

God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, taking 

the form of a servant, and was born in human likeness.  

And, being found in human form, he humbled himself, 

and became obedient unto death, even death on a 

cross” (Philippians 2:6–8). 

 The Feast of the Transfiguration is held in the 

highest esteem by the Eastern Churches.  The figure of 

the transfigured Christ is regarded as a foreshadowing 

of the Risen and Ascended Lord.  The festival, 

however, was only accepted into the Roman calendar 

on the eve of the Reformation, and for that reason was 

not included in the reformed calendar of the English 

Church.  Since its inclusion in the American revision 

of 1892, it has been taken into most modern Anglican 

calendars. 
 Three booths by Susan Tilt. 
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†  Official Prayer of the Sword Points Editorial Board 

A lmighty God, keep us, we pray thee, from thinking of ourselves more highly than 

we ought to think, and ready at all times to step aside for others, that the cause of 

Christ may be advanced; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Do not forget to entertain strangers, for by doing so some have unwittingly entertained angels. 

Hebrews 13:2 

Vespers 
During the summer 

Vespers will be held 

on the 2nd Sunday 

of the month and 

will include Holy 

Communion. 

ST. PAUL’S CHURCH 

WELCOMES 
 

GUEST SPEAKER & AUTHOR 

VICKI ROSE 

ON SATURDAY, 

SEPTEMBER  29 
 

Join us for Tea and Fellowship  

Beginning at 3:00 p.m. 
 

Vicki’s heart and passion is for women to be content and victorious 

in their lives and/or marriages through a deep and intimate personal 

relationship with Jesus Christ. 

A free will offering will be taken. 
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For more information on 

the work of Stephen 

Ministers at St. Paul’s, 

contact the Parish 

Office, Fr. Joe Shepley 

or Barbara Cappiello. 
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 

such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 

..…St. Peter’s, South Windsor; Epiphany, Southbury; St. Paul’s, Southington. 

…..Dot Blake, convalescing from a stroke at Filosa in Danbury. 

…..Sue Jennings, healing and strength. 

…..Gerry Mullen, strength and freedom from pain. 

…..  Liturgical assistants serving in parishes: lectors, lay 

readers, Eucharistic ministers, Eucharistic visitors, lay 

evangelists. 

…..Doug Azzarito, healing of blood cancer. 

…..Paul Estok, healing of his broken leg. 

…..Linda Pendergast pray for full healing and strength. 

…..that we may forgive our enemies, persecutors, and 

slanderers, and to turn their hearts.. 

…..Cy Dennerlein, recovering from a fall. 

…..Barbara Kast, continued healing of her back. 

…..Peggy Bauer, a miracle of healing. 

…..Ginny Beck for continued healing and strength. 

…..Shirley Jessup, healing and comfort for her back. 

…..Barbara Hock, healing of her back. 

…..David Wilson, strength, peace and a miracle of healing as he battles brain cancer. 

…..David Palmer, continued strength and peace as he recovers. 

…..Bill Mayers’ daughter, Kathleen for recovery from a heart condition. 

…..Walter Biscardi, a miracle of healing, the Lord's loving presence to surround him and 

his family. 

…..Kelly & Tim Malloy, their children and their team, safety and discernment in their 

ministry in Jos, Nigeria. 

…..Tom Balash, strength and mobility. 

…..a job for Mary Ellen. 

…..Kay Tucker who is undergoing chemotherapy for cancer, a miracle of healing. 

…..Michael for-protection in Afghanistan, in the service. 
 

Matthew :7:7. "Ask and it will be given to you.  Seek and you will find; knock and the 

door will be opened to you." 

†  “In The Beginning” 
 

T he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study will be studying Genesis starting 

September 4th at 9:15 am.  Genesis means “beginnings” or “origin.”  It is the 

story of God’s purpose and plan for his creation and sets the stage for the entire 

Bible.  It reveals the person and nature of God; the value and dignity of human 

beings; the tragedy and consequences of sin; and the promise and assurance of 

salvation.  No matter how dark the world situation seems, God has a plan.  No matter how 

insignificant or useless you feel, God loves you and wants to use you in his plan. 

Come study with us and be encouraged.  To register, please call or email Donna Betts 

at 203.830.9415 or donnabetts47@gmail.com.  Workbooks are $8.  Tuesdays from 9:15-

11:00 am. 

All of us would be wiser if we would resolve never to put people down, 

except on our prayer lists.            ~D.A. Carson  

tel:203.830.9415
mailto:donnabetts47@gmail.com
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†  Photo Contest for September Sword of the Spirit 

C alling all photographers!  We are looking for a cover photo for our 

next monthly Sword.  The September issue covers the beginning of 

fall and back to school.  Have fun, be creative.  The deadline is August 24th.  

Send your pictures to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

†  This Sunday’s Readings 
 

The Work of Believing 
 

2 Samuel 11:26-12:13a 

I n our sequential reading from the Hebrew Bible, Nathan the prophet makes use of a 

parable to confront King David with his culpability in the murder of Uriah the Hittite.  

It is dangerous to speak words of judgment to persons in authority and 

Nathan is shrewd in eliciting David’s independent assessment before 

drawing the obvious parallels.  David has broken the commandments against 

covetousness, adultery, and murder, and there will be consequences.  

Disaster will visit the house and lineage of David, says the Lord.  David 

acknowledges his sin and submits to God’s judgment. 
 

 Psalm 51:1-13 

 A confession of sin and guilt and a prayer for a clean heart. 
 

 Ephesians 4:1-16 

 In this lesson the new Christians in Ephesus are urged to lead lives of 

patient love, using their various gifts in the unity of the Spirit, while growing 

toward their maturity in Christ.  There are many roles of service, but there is a oneness at 

the heart of the faith and in its goal.  All the disciples’ efforts are meant to build up the one 

body of Christ.  While there remains a human perversity leading toward division, in the 

loving truth of the community Christians are to grow together toward their full humanity. 
 

John 6:24-35 
In our gospel Jesus tells the crowd of the true bread of life, the bread from heaven.  The 

people follow Jesus after he as fed the crowd of five thousand, but they come mostly to 

obtain more food for their stomachs.  The bread which the Son of Man offers is more 

genuinely life-giving than the manna by which Israel was fed in the wilderness.  In one 

sense this means that Jesus’ teaching is greater that that of Moses.  More significantly still, 

it is 

belief 

in Jesus 

himself 

that 

leads to 

eternal 

life. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

Furthermore, we must receive God's 

promises in such wise as they be 

generally set forth in Holy 

Scripture; and in our doings that will 

of God is to be followed which we 

have expressly declared unto us in 

the word of God.  Article VII 

mailto:st.paulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=January%20Cover%20Photo
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp13_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp13_RCL.html#response
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp13_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp13_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://gavvie.tripod.com/39articles/art2.html#17
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Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy 

Birthday 

Bonnie 

† It Takes An 
Editorial Board 

Contributors to this 

Weeks Sword Points: 
 

Debbie Barackman, 

Donna Betts, Barbara 

Cappiello, Drew 

Crocker, Lynne 

Donnelly, Bill Loring, 

Beth Miller, Patrick 

O’Connors, Linda 

Pendergast, Kirsten 

Peterson, Joe Shepley, 

David Szen, Pam Szen 

& Gail Winkley. 

https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000428757685

