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†  An FAQ on Christianity for the Unbeliever 
A helpful guide for those who find it impossible to understand the religion thing.  

by Frank J. Fleming 

 

T here’s a brand new thing out there that 

has been confusing and frightening 

people lately: Christians.  The first prominent 

Christian anyone ever heard of was probably Tim 

Tebow, and his appearance on the national scene was 

quite alarming to many, as his “Christian” behavior was 

seen as quite odd and new.  More recently, people have 

learned about Dan Cathy and are disturbed to discover that 

some businesses may possibly be owned by Christians who express 

Christian-type views.  And then there is Olympic champion gymnast 

Gabby Douglas, whose constant profession of faith in God is so frightening that an extremely 

bewildered author wrote an article about her in Salon. 

Since ignorance is what leads us to fear something (unless we’re talking about platypuses, 

as the more you know about them, the scarier they are - did you know they’re poisonous?), I 

thought I’d write an FAQ about Christians to help explain what these strange new people are, 

so everyone won’t be all freaked out about them. 

CHRISTIANS FAQ 

How long have Christians been around? 

While many people see Christians as a brand new and quite scary thing, records show 

Christians have been around since at least the 1950s, and maybe even much earlier. 

What are their beliefs based on? 

It’s a book called “The Bible.” It’s full of thousands-of-years-old religious writing, which 

Christians believe to have been written by men inspired by God.  It’s very long. 

I see many Bibles are labeled “Holy Bible.”  What if I got a non-holy version? 

Immediately return it for a refund. 

 The Bible is full of really old values, 

with lots of outdated views on things like 

sex.  Do Christians actually follow this 

thing? 

 Indeed they try.  Their view is that 

while society and technology change, the 

fundamental nature of man doesn’t, and 

neither do the values God gave us.  Thus, 

the Bible is something they find relevant 

and expect people to read and follow many 

years into the future, like Harry Potter. 

(Continued on page 2) 

C:/Documents and Settings/Gail Winkley/My Documents/Acolytes
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
http://pjmedia.com/blog/an-faq-on-christianity-for-the-unbeliever/
http://www.salon.com/2012/08/03/did_god_help_gabrielle_douglas_win/
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Don’t Christians know how weird and old-fashioned following the Bible makes 

them?  Everyone else is fine with swearing, sex on TV, and abortion.  Why do they 

have to be so different? 

To Christians, following the ways of God is more important than fitting in with societal 

norms.  Thus they are gladly counter-cultural. 

So they’re like hipsters? 

Yes, except everything they do is unironic. 

There’s some really weird stuff in the Bible, like [quote of strange-sounding rule 

from Leviticus or Deuteronomy].  The Bible sounds stupid, and people shouldn’t listen 

to it. 

Parts of the Bible can sound weird in isolation, but it takes lots of study to understand the 

Bible and how the Old Testament relates to the New Testament. 

But don’t Christians just pick and choose what parts of the Bible they want to 

follow?  Like [quote rule from Leviticus or Deuteronomy that Christians are unlikely 

to follow]. 

 Christians do not follow much of what is known as the 

“Mosaic Law.”  Much of the reasoning for this is 

addressed in the book of Hebrews. 

Okay, so if I just check that out, I’ll find the answer 

and… wait a second!  You almost tricked me into 

reading more of the Bible!  I only need to know enough 

about it to mock it! 

 Almost got you.  When trying to trip up Christians 

with quotes from the Bible, just be aware you’re unlikely 

to find anything they aren’t already aware of, since they 

read that thing religiously. 

 And don’t Christians know we now have science, 

which has replaced religion, and that there is no more 

need for Jesus, since we have lasers and rockets and 

other science stuff? 

Science covers physical and temporary things, while religion covers spiritual and eternal 

things, so Christians still feel religion is very important - even more important than science. 

That’s blasphemy!  Nothing is more important than science!  How can they think 

such things? 

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 3) 

  † This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

 Thu., Aug. 16 - 7:00 pm - Healing Team, Guild Room 

 Sat., Aug. 18 -  7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

   10:00 am - St. Paul’s Quilters, Parish Hall 

   2:00 pm - House of Prayer 

 Sun., Aug.19 -           Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 

   8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

   9:15 am - Adult Christian Education, Guild Room 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

 Mon., Aug. 20 - 7:00 pm - Stephen Ministry, Guild Room 

 Tue., Aug. 21 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study  

 Wed., Aug. 22 - 10:00 am - Holy Eucharist and Healing 
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“The Sacred Walk” 

Grief Support Group 
 

Meets the 2nd & 4th Tuesday of each 

month in the Guild Room at 7 pm. 

It will be a time of encouragement and 

comfort, a blessing to our spirit, heart 

and soul as we deal with our grief.  

Please Join Us! 

 

Maybe they didn’t watch Beakman’s World when they were young. 

Why do they have to talk so much about their religion?  Why can’t they just be 

silent about their religion and be Christians quietly in the corner or something? 

Christians get great joy from their religion and the sense of love and purpose it gives 

them and thus want to share it.  In fact, the Bible says Christians should spread their faith.  

It’s sort of like how I want to tell everyone about Arrested Development so they’ll all enjoy 

it, too 

Why are Christians always judging others? 

Because Christians are a subset of people, they 

share the faults all people have and tend to get 

judgmental at times. 

No.  This is something unique to bad 

Christians.  They are all closed-minded, 

ignorant, hypocritical bigots who are stupid 

and dumb.  And they judge people. 

Again, these are faults all people have.  

Christians often fall short of their goal, but the 

point is they keep trying. 

I’m pretty sure they’re judgmental.  Like that Tim Tebow, I’m pretty sure he’s 

judging me. 

I’m not even sure he’s aware you exist. 

Yeah, but the way he lives his life all “holy” and “nice” makes me really feel like 

he’s judging me for not doing the same. 

I’m pretty sure Tim Tebow is just trying to do his best in the eyes of God and isn’t try to 

make you feel bad by it. 

Still, I’d really feel better if he was caught doing something really licentious.  It 

would make me feel less bad about myself. 

You should write a letter to him telling him that.  Maybe he’ll listen. 

Are Christians allowed to own businesses? 

Under current understanding of the law, they are in fact allowed to own businesses, and 

many do. 

But they’re not allowed to talk about all their weird Christany stuff while owning a 

business, right? 

Most people would consider that to fall under our First Amendment rights - those 

(Continued from page 2) 

(Continued on page 4) 
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protecting both freedom of speech and religion.  Thus, people should be allowed to talk 

about their Christian beliefs without fearing government reprisal, such as politicians trying 

to block them from opening businesses. 

Are you going by a strict constructionist interpretation of the First Amendment 

where the words actually mean things? 

Yes. 

But what if it’s a super hateful thing the Christians say, like being against gay 

marriage? 

While homosexuals have often been treated hatefully (and hatefulness is certainly not a 

Christian value), there’s nothing hateful in opposing gay marriage.  Christians simply 

believe that the Bible clearly states what God intends a marriage to be and want to respect 

that and not replace it with their own wants or judgments. 

No, it’s hateful.  So hateful, I’m going to write NoH8 on myself and put tape on my 

mouth for inexplicable reasons. 

If you want to believe it’s hateful, you can, but that will prevent any rational discussion 

on the issue. 

Hate!  Hateful!  Hater hate hate hate! 

Now you’re just… let’s move on. 

Time travelers, on their way to kill Hitler, have stopped by in our time to tell us 

how the gay marriage debate ended and have let us know that gay marriage is 

inevitable.  So why won’t Christians get out of its way?  Won’t they feel bad and stupid 

when gay marriage is here and everyone likes it? 

(Continued from page 3) 

(Continued on page 5) 

†  Transforming 

Stewardship 
 

“Watch carefully then how 

you live, not as foolish 

persons but as wise…” 

  (Ephesians 5:15) 
 

A  wise person 

recognizes that all 

we have comes from God.  A 

wise person thanks God 

every day for all His 

many blessings.  A 

wise person 

realizes that 

God has 

blessed us for a 

reason and He 

wants us to be 

partners with Him in His 

work here on earth. 
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† Happy Birthday to You! 
 

J effrey Sullinger celebrates today!  Friday is the big day for Ray 

Ferro.  Catherine Richmond & Christopher Barrett will be 

expecting your card on Sunday.  Daniel Werneburg will be another year 

older and wiser on Monday.  Brittany Chengeri will be blowing out 

candles on Tuesday.  Have a blessed day each one of you! 

Whether or not society accepts gay 

marriage, many Christians will continue to 

oppose it since, again, the Bible seems pretty 

clear on marriage.  So expect opposition to 

continue far, far into the future. 

But if Christians continue to be hating haters who hate by not supporting gay 

marriage, won’t people stop being a part of their religion? 

Christianity has survived violence and persecution of its adherents for thousands of 

years, so it’s unlikely the gay marriage debate will do it in.  The Bible has always had a lot 

to say about sex and marriage that has made a lot of people unhappy in the past, but 

Christians will continue to teach the Bible in the future.  It’s like how sex outside of 

marriage has become okay according to society, but Christians still teach against it, even if 

they are a minority voice on the subject. 

Hating haters hate hate hate! 

You’re doing it again. 

And what’s with the opposition to making insurance pay for contraception?  Do 

Christians really want to send us back to a time when fundamentalists controlled 

everything and people were burned at the stake for being witches and women had to go 

to Walgreens and spend their own money to get contraception? 

There are numerous Christian views on contraception, but Christians universally support 

freedom of religion and don’t think people should have to fund what they morally oppose. 

So they think that freedom of religion is more important than free contraception? 

They would argue that, yes. 

And what’s with Christians’ constant opposition to 

abortion? 

I have no idea.  It’s hard to imagine how anyone could 

find anything wrong with that. 

I think you’re mocking me. 

I wouldn’t do that. 

Despite your explanation of Christians, I’m still 

afraid of them and their Christiany ways and know 

they’re just waiting to judge me. 

There is nothing to fear from Christians.  They’re 

people, just like you and me, who are trying to center their 

lives around God instead of the ways of this world.  Also- 

AHH!  DON’T TURN AROUND! TIM TEBOW IS 

BEHIND YOU, AND HE’S SHAKING HIS HEAD IN 

DISGUST! 

What?  Where?  I don’t see him! 

It was a false alarm… this time. 

(Continued from page 4) Frank J. Fleming is an 

author and writes 

columns for PJ Media 

and the New York Post, 

blogs at IMAO.us.  
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By Pam Szen 

 

 

Jerusalem: 1st Morning 
 

A fter a good’s night rest and a delicious buffet breakfast, we headed to the Israeli 

Museum. 

Our first stop here is a visit to the Holy Land model of Jerusalem, a 1/50 scale model of 

the city which depicts ancient Jerusalem in the year 66 CE, four years before the Great 

Revolt against the Roman 

Empire and the 

destruction of the Second 

Temple.  Walking around the 

model is a wonderful 

learning aid in bringing to 

life the archeological sites 

we will visit later in the day 

and over the next few days.  

Some of the landmarks 

include the 2nd Temple 

and Temple Mount, the 

City of David, the Tomb 

of David, and Golgotha/

Calvary.  Although it is now believed 

to be in the Church of the Holy 

Sepulchre within the Old City walls, 

at the time of Christ, Golgotha was a 

quarry located outside the city walls. 

 Uniquely designed, the Shrine of the Book is a 

striking architectural landmark which houses the 

Dead Sea Scrolls and artifacts discovered at Masada.  

The white, curved roof is designed to resemble the 

shape of the covers of the clay jars in which the 

scrolls were found.  This museum is the largest 

cultural institution in the State of Israel, ranking 

among the world’s leading art and archaeology 

museums; it houses the most extensive holdings of 

biblical and Holy Land archaeology in the world.  

Below the hall are more recent manuscripts, 

including the priceless Aleppo Codex, which is over 

a thousand years old. 

(Continued on page 7) 

†  Israel 2012   

L ast year Fr. Joe & Tara 

and our rector 

emeritus Fr. Crocker toured 

the Holy Land.  This past April 

Dave & Pam Szen completed 

the same trip and are planning 

a pilgrimage to Israel for our 

parish for 2013.  Each week 

Pam is writing a summary of 

their journey in Sword Points. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shrine_of_the_Book
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After our museum excursion, we had a unique 

opportunity to visit the national military cemetery on 

Mount Herzl.  Most Israeli citizens are required to 

serve in the Israel Defense Forces (IDF) for a period of 

between two and three years and Israel is unique in that 

military service is compulsory for both males and 

females.  It is the only country in the world that 

maintains obligatory military service for women.  

Drafted at age 18, men serve for three years, women 

for 21 months.  Our guide, Yaniv, was no exception 

and, since we were in Israel during the time of their 

Memorial Day, we were able to observe some of the 

preparations surrounding that day.  We visited the 

grave of Yoni Netanyahu, brother of Prime Minister 

Benjamin Netanyahu, and learned his heroic story.  

Buried here also are many of Israel's leaders, including 

its assassinated Prime Minister, Yitzhak Rabin, whose memorial symbolizes the search for 

peace. 

The national remembrance day observed in Israel is called Yom Hazikaron and it occurs 

just before the celebration of Israel’s independence day Yom Ha’atzmaut.  Services are held 

in the presence of Israel's top leadership and military personnel.  The day opens with a siren 

the preceding evening at 8 pm, because in the Hebrew calendar system, a day begins at 

sunset.  Sirens are heard all over the country and lasts for one minute, during which Israelis 

stop everything (including driving, which stops highways) and stand in silence, 

commemorating the fallen and showing respect.  The official ceremony to mark the opening 

of the day takes place at the Western Wall, and the flag of Israel is lowered to half staff. 

 Yom Hazikaron is intended to remind people of the 

price paid for independence and of what was achieved 

with the soldiers' sacrifice.  This is a day of great 

importance among Israelis, most of whom have served in 

the armed forces or have a connection with people who 

were killed during their military service. 

 A two-minute siren is sounded at 11:00 the following 

morning, which marks the opening of the official 

memorial ceremonies and private remembrance 

gatherings at each cemetery where soldiers are buried.  

Many Israelis visit the resting places of loved ones 

throughout the day.  The day officially draws to a close 

between 7–8 pm with the official ceremony of Israel 

Independence Day at the national military cemetery on 

Mount Herzl, when the flag of Israel is returned to full 

staff. 

(Continued from page 6) 

Flights and hotels have been finalized 

for our St. Paul’s trip to Israel 

in April, 2013.   

If you would like to be part of this life-

changing spiritual journey, contact 

David or Pam Szen or send an e-mail to 

StPaulsBrookfield@gmail.com. 

Jerusalem 

Gravesite of Yitzhak Rabin 

Independence Day preparations as the Wailing Wall. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hebrew_calendar
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_Wall
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flag_of_Israel
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Half_staff
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cemetery
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Israel_Independence_Day
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mount_Herzl
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flag_of_Israel
mailto:StPaulsBrookfield@gmail.com?subject=Israel%202013
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†  Announcement Deadlines 
For the Sunday bulletins please submit your information by the preceding Monday  to 

bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com.  For Sword Points please submit it by Wednesday afternoon 

each week to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

 

St. Paul’s OWN 
 

Sep 9th  -  Mini-Golf & Ice Cream 2-4 pm 

Sep 16th  -  Youth Group Kickoff 3-7 pm 

Sep 23rd  -  Youth Group 5-7 pm 

Sep 30th  -  Youth Group 5-7 pm 

Oct 7th  -  NO Youth Group 

Oct 14th  -  Youth Group 5-7 pm 
 

Youth Group Fall Kickoff 

F or a few reasons we're moving a some things in 

our schedule - we'll be moving the mini-golf 

outing back a couple of weeks to September 9th, more 

details on that coming up soon.  And our fall kick-off 

will now be on September 16th, starting at 3pm.  You won't want to miss this years 

kick-off, we have some awesome games planned along with some exciting new 

things to talk about for the year ahead.  Stay tuned to Sword Points for more 

information on the kick-off. 

mailto:bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com
mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/StPaulsOWN
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†  Official Prayer of the Sword Points Editorial Board 

A lmighty God, keep us, we pray thee, from thinking of ourselves more highly than 

we ought to think, and ready at all times to step aside for others, that the cause of 

Christ may be advanced; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Do not forget to entertain strangers, for by doing so some have unwittingly entertained angels. 

Hebrews 13:2 

Vespers 
During the summer 

Vespers will be held 

on the 2nd Sunday 

of the month and 

will include Holy 

Communion. 

ST. PAUL’S CHURCH 

WELCOMES 
 

GUEST SPEAKER & AUTHOR 

VICKI ROSE 

ON SATURDAY, 

SEPTEMBER  29 
 

Join us for Tea and Fellowship  

Beginning at 3:00 p.m. 
 

Vicki’s heart and passion is for women to be content and victorious 

in their lives and/or marriages through a deep and intimate personal 

relationship with Jesus Christ. 

A free will offering will be taken. 
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†  Scholarly Speaking 

 

A Question 
 

In his sermon last Sunday (around the 2:20 minute mark) Fr. Joe referenced that in the 

Anglican tradition they "bury the priest...facing the people...so that at the day of general 

resurrection...the priest will face his people and lead them into paradise with Jesus."  Can 

you explain that further?  We vaguely remember that when Fr. Gardner died his body was 

placed in the church in such a way that he was facing the congregation instead of the altar, 

because "as a priest he had always faced out toward the congregation." 

 

L et me begin by pointing out that this is not an Anglican tradition, though some 

Anglicans do follow it.  Historic Anglican practice called for the deceased, both lay 

and ordained, to be placed in the Church with their feet towards the Altar, which was 

usually at the east end, and always deemed to be so, even if the compass direction (as at St. 

Paul’s) was different.  Similarly graves, especially in churchyards, were usually dug on an 

east-west axis and again the dead were buried with their feet to the east.  The theory, of 

course, was that at the Resurrection, when they stood up they would be facing east, the 

direction whence Christ was expected to appear (see Matthew 24:27). 

The practice of having a priest (or bishop) face the other way is first cited, so far as I can 

determine, in the Rituale (the service book containing what we usually 

call the Occasional Services, corresponding to pages 413-507 in our 

Prayer Book) issued by Pope Paul V (died 1621) for use throughout the 

Roman Catholic Church - though it may have appeared in some local 

rites before that time.  No explanation is given there, but later 

commentators have expressed the view cited in the question that this 

was because the priest was to face his people.  This would fit with our 

common current practice of having the priest face the congregation 

while celebrating the Eucharist, which seems to have been the usual 

practice in the early church (though some scholars dispute this, and documentary and 

archaeological evidence is often ambiguous), but this had become rare well before the 

Reformation and having the dead priest, like the living one, face the same way as the people 

actually reflects the liturgical usage of most of the last millennium.  While I can only 

speculate here, it seems likely that Paul V, who showed great concern for the prerogatives of 

the church and its clergy in other contexts, was anxious to emphasize the special place of the 

clergy in this area also. 

As I noted above, some Anglicans have adopted this practice, apparently under the 

influence of the more ultramontane* leaders of the 19th century Anglo-Catholic revival.  So 

far as I can tell there is no rubric or canon in either the 

Episcopal Church or the Church of England which 

specifies a direction for burial, so it would seem 

ultimately to be a matter of choice, and Fr. Gardner is 

not to be faulted for the choice he made (or that was 

made for him), but I do ask that when the time comes for 

my funeral I be carried in feet first in line with what 

appears to be the oldest custom. 

Many English and some American cathedrals and 

parish churches include the tombs of bishops, priests, 

and prominent laypeople, often with an effigy of the 

deceased,† and of the hundreds I have seen I can only 

recall a single one, actually a cenotaph‡ and in a rather 

notably ultramontane parish, where the feet were turned 

to the west. 

 I would note in closing, however, that there is 

(Continued on page 11) 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=211902595
mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
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†  “In The Beginning” 
 

T he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study will be studying Genesis starting September 

4th at 9:15 am.  Genesis means “beginnings” or “origin.”  It is the story of God’s 

purpose and plan for his creation and sets the stage for the entire Bible.  It reveals the 

person and nature of God; the value and dignity of human beings; the tragedy and 

consequences of sin; and the promise and assurance of salvation.  No matter how dark 

the world situation seems, God has a plan.  No matter how insignificant or useless you feel, 

God loves you and wants to use you in his plan. 

Come study with us and be encouraged.  To register, please call or email Donna Betts at 

203.830.9415 or donnabetts47@gmail.com.  Workbooks are $8.  Tuesdays from 9:15-11:00 

am. 

another custom of burying the clergy in the eastern part of the Church yard, presumably so 

that they will, at the Resurrection, be in position to lead their people to meet the Lord.  I’m 

not sure how that would work here since our columbarium wall, like the church itself, is 

essentially on a north-south axis!       - Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence 

 
* The term comes from France during and after the Council of Trent where one party, the 

Gallicans, sought to retain many aspects of older French liturgical forms while their opponents, 

the ultramontanists, looked ‘beyond the mountains [the Alps]’ to the decrees of Trent and the 

practices of Rome.  In modern usage it refers to those (both Anglican and Roman Catholics 

outside of Rome) who give preference to Roman practice even when they have a legitimate 

heritage of their own.   There is no connection to the 2nd century charismatic (and in some ways 

heretical) sect founded by one Montanus and called Montanism. 

† Shown is Bishop Oldham’s tomb in Exeter Cathedral (ca. 1519).  Later tombs there have 

the same orientation. 

‡ A memorial, often in the form of a tomb, for someone who is actually buried elsewhere, 

from the Greek for an empty tomb. 

(Continued from page 10) Question 

 

Directions: 

Filet the chicken.  Dredge filets in flour, salt and pepper.  Heat butter in a skillet and 

brown chicken for 2-3 minutes over medium 

heat.  Remove chicken and place in 

shallow 2 quart baking dish.  On 

each chicken, place 1 slice 

prosciutto and a slice of fontina 

cheese.  Stir wine, broth and brandy 

into the pan with browned chicken 

bits.  Simmer until reduced and 

slightly thickened about 5 minutes.  

Pour over chicken and bake in a 

350˚ oven until hot and bubbly 

(about 15 minutes). 
 

From What’s Cooking at Saint Paul’s and Elaine Skewis. 

†  Chicken with Prosciutto and Fontina Cheese 

Ingredients: 

3 lg. chicken breasts 

¼ c. flour 

Salt 

Pepper 

2 oz. prosciutto 

4 oz. fontina cheese, thinly sliced 

½ c. white wine 

½ c. chicken broth 

1 T. brandy 

God wants you to be humble, not humiliated.  He will always defend you, so give him 

your battles and let Him work.  

tel:203.830.9415
mailto:donnabetts47@gmail.com
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†  Nursery Care Provided 
 

S t. Paul’s offers nursery care as well as a 

speaker in the parish hall where the sermon 

can be heard.  Please be mindful of those around you 

should your little one become disruptive during the 

sermon. 

†  Where Did You Go to 

Church Last Sunday? 
 

C athy and I were recently in 

Heiligenstadt, Germany 

(Heiligen meaning 'Holy', stadt 

meaning 'city').  We worshiped with 

Martin Fischer and his mom and 

Dad (Christoph and Iris) at St. 

Martin's Evangelical Church on a 

Sunday morning.  Here are some 

pictures from our time there. 

FYI, there was a visiting choir 

leading the worship that morning.  

They were AWESOME!!!! 

Bill Schrull 

†  Love Must Be Your Life 
 

Y ou believe yourselves 

to be twice born, you 

have received a new and 

heavenly life; what do ye more 

than others?  Ought ye not to 

show that there is more in you 

than in others, by letting more 

come out of you than comes 

out of others?  Much more is 

expected of us than of the 

unregenerate, naturally and 

rightly expectation runs high 

in reference to men who make 

such high professions; and if 

the professed Christian be no 

better in his daily conversation 

than the ungodly, depend upon it he is no Christian man at all.  We possess a higher life, and 

we are lifted to a nobler platform than the common sons of men, and therefore we must lead 

a nobler life and be guided by sublimer principles.  Let the children of darkness meet evil 

with evil, and carry on their wars and fightings, their strifes and their envyings, their malice 

and their revenge: but as for you, O believers, ye are the children of the God of love, and 

love must be your life. 
 

From a sermon by Charles Haddon Spurgeon entitled "Overcome Evil With Good," 

delivered October 8, 1876.  Image by nosha on Flickr under Creative Commons License. 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/nosha/3308238129/
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†  Photo Contest for September Sword of the Spirit 

C alling all photographers!  We are looking for a cover photo for our 

next monthly Sword.  The September issue covers the beginning of 

fall and back to school.  Have fun, be creative.  The deadline is August 24th.  

Send your pictures to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

†  This Sunday’s Readings 
 

The Food of Eternal Life 
 

1 Kings 2:10-12; 3:3-14 

I n our Hebrew Bible lesson Solomon assumes the throne of his father David and asks 

for an understanding and discerning mind to govern God’s people.  Because 

Solomon’s request is not for riches and honor, God, in this dream vision, grants 

him a wise and discerning mind.  God promises, if Solomon will walk in the 

ways of the Lord, to lengthen the days of his kingship. 

Psalm 111 

 This psalm is an outpouring of praise for the majesty and graciousness of 

the Lord, who redeems the people of God. 

Ephesians 5:15-20 

 In this reading the new Christians at Ephesus are bid to live wisely and, 

glad with songs, to give thanks for everything to God.  Instead of following 

drunken ways, symbolic of all kinds of foolish behavior, they are to be filled 

with the Holy Spirit.  Because the time is in the grip of evil, opportunities to do the will of 

the Lord must be used to the full. 

John 6:51-58 

In the gospel lesson Jesus speaks of the flesh and blood of the Son of Man as the 

bread from heaven which must be eaten in order to share in the life of the eternal age.  

Previously in this gospel the bread of life had seemed to signify Jesus’ teaching and his 

presence.  Now it is given still more significance with the understanding that the believer 

may share deeply in the life of Jesus and his self-offering.  This experience is enacted in 

the Holy Communion. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

  Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings 

will be available at the back of the church. 

Proverbs 1:7 
The fear of the LORD is 

the beginning of knowledge; 

fools despise wisdom and 

instruction. 

mailto:st.paulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=January%20Cover%20Photo
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp15_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp15_RCL.html#response
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp15_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp15_RCL.html#GOSPEL
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For more information on the work of Stephen Ministers at St. Paul’s, contact the 

Parish Office, Fr. Joe Shepley or Barbara Cappiello. 
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SWORD SPORTS 

 

†  Balash Marvels at Olympic Routines 

By John Pirro, News-Times 
 

Editor’s Note: Tom Balash for years has been a regular at our Men’s Prayer Breakfast.  

Every year when he would return from fishing season in Canada he would treat the 

Saturday morning meeting with a smoked salmon.  Confined to his home in a wheelchair, 

Tom has been on our prayer list for most of the past year. 
 

A t 94, Thomas Balash still gets a thrill out of the Olympics gymnastics competition, 

watching some of the world's finest athletes demonstrate their skill in the sport he 

excelled in as a young man. 

 Balash was considered one of the country's top 

male gymnasts three-quarters of a century ago, but 

his dreams of glory were thwarted by an injury that 

prevented him from representing the United States 

at the historic Munich Olympics in 1936. 

 Thoughts of what might have been don't, 

however, keep him from marveling at the modern 

routines that the gymnasts of his era couldn't even 

have imagined, much less attempted. 

 "The stuff they do today is amazing. I can't 

believe it when you see them flying around, then 

landing back on the bars again," he said. 

 Broken ribs may have ended Balash's dreams of 

accompanying Jesse Owens and other members of 

the American Olympic team to Germany, but two 

years later he was participant in another event that 

drew some of the world's top gymnasts to Prague, 

Czechoslovakia -- the Sokol Olympics of 1938. 

Sokol, the Slavic word for falcon, was a youth 

sports movement and gymnastics organization 

founded in 1862 in the Czech region of what was 

then Austria-Hungary. 

It played a key role in Czech national resistance 

to the Austrian Empire, the Nazi occupation and the 

Communist takeover that followed World War II. 

Many of the athletes he competed against were 

later killed by Hitler, and some of the villages in 

which he participated in gymnastics exhibitions 

after the Sokol Olympics were wiped out during the 

war, Balash said. 

"He just has an amazing background," said 

longtime friend Don Winkley of Brookfield, who's 

known him for at least 25 years. 

"Tommy is one of the most conversant and 

interesting gentleman you will ever meet." Winkley 

said. "His memory is astounding." 

In addition to Balash's athletic achievements, he 

was a top-flight fly fisherman who would fish every 

(Continued on page 17) 

http://www.newstimes.com/?controllerName=search&action=search&channel=local&search=1&inlineLink=1&query=%22Thomas+Balash%22
http://www.newstimes.com/?controllerName=search&action=search&channel=local&search=1&inlineLink=1&query=%22Jesse+Owens%22
http://www.newstimes.com/?controllerName=search&action=search&channel=local&search=1&inlineLink=1&query=%22Austrian+Empire%22
http://www.newstimes.com/?controllerName=search&action=search&channel=local&search=1&inlineLink=1&query=%22Don+Winkley%22
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year in Canada with Boston Red Sox Hall of Famer Ted Williams. 

"Ted was as good a fisherman as he was a ballplayer," Balash recalled. "No matter what 

he tried, he was the best at it." 

 Balash began his gymnastics career at the local Sokol lodge 

when he was 11. 

 A cousin, also named Thomas Balash, was studying 

gymnastics there and convinced him to try it, too. 

 "I got on the bars and I fell in love with it," he said. 

 Soon he was spending all his free time at the club, picking 

up pointers from more experienced gymnasts.  Within a few 

years, he said, he was competing against adults at Sokol events 

across the country. 

 He even set up an improvised gym on property next to his 

parents' home on Laurel Street, inviting fellow gymnasts from 

across the state to practice there, sessions that drew crowds of 

spectators. 

 His exploits and triumphs on the horizontal bars, rings and 

pommel horse were regularly chronicled in the sports pages of 

the local newspaper. 

 But the strenuous routines and the primitive equipment took 

a toll on his body.  In addition to breaking or fracturing every 

rib, he also broke his wrists and sustained numerous knee 

injuries, part of the reason he's been in a wheelchair for the past 

two years. 

 "They used to catch me on the second bounce," he said. 

 Balash married in 1941, and he and his late wife, Anne, 

raised two daughters.  After injuries forced him to give up 

gymnastics, he worked at the Lee hat factory in Danbury and spent 16 years as head 

custodian at the middle school in Ridgefield before retiring. 

An avid fisherman, he met Williams on a trip to New Brunswick in 1955. 

"I was salmon fishing in the Miramichi River.  I was in the water for about five minutes 

and I hooked a big one.  This guy came running over and started yelling.  He'd been fishing 

for hours and hadn't caught anything," Balash recalled. 

Balash said he didn't recognize 

the man, but a friend he was with 

said, "Tom, this is Ted Williams." 

It turned out Williams owned 

the fishing camp next door to the 

one Balash had purchased, and they 

remained fishing buddies for years. 

"We talked about everything -- 

rods, reels, flies and fish, but we 

never talked about baseball, 

because that's when the trouble 

would start," Balash said. 

"I was a Yankees fan." 

(Continued from page 16) Balash Marvels 

http://www.newstimes.com/?controllerName=search&action=search&channel=local&search=1&inlineLink=1&query=%22Ted+Williams%22
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†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   
   

I n his sermon last Sunday, Fr. Shepley explored the doctrine of election/predestination 

based on the account from John's Gospel.  Providing a portion of his own personal 

testimony and conversion, this message encourages the hearer to rest on the assurance of 

one's secure salvation in Christ.  To replay or watch sermons follow this link for The 

Sunday Sermons each week. 

†  Adult Christian Education 
 

I n Adult Ed class, the Christian Virtues series concludes this Sunday.  Please join us at 

9:15 a.m. in the Guild Room 

†  Shocking News 

A nd Jane Austen is reading it 

first in Sword Points.  

Without any sense and sensibility, 

starting on  September 16th the 

Sunday morning Adult Ed class is 

becoming "The Rector's Forum." 

With pride and prejudice the topic 

will be straight Bible teaching with 

Fr. Joe and Tara Shepley as co-

teachers. 

In the beginning the Forum will 

start with Genesis and “In the 

beginning 

D rew Crocker starred in gymnastics for Brookfield High School.  He was famous for 

how long he could hold the difficult iron cross.  In these two pictures he maintains 

the iron cross for about 30 years, losing hair and his eyesight in the process. 

http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 

such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 

..…Fresh expressions of the church in Connecticut. 

…..Dot Blake, convalescing from a stroke at Filosa in Danbury. 

…..Sue Jennings, healing and strength. 

…..Gerry Mullen, strength and freedom from pain. 

…..Students preparing to enter schools, colleges, universities, and seminaries; school, 

college, and university chaplains; all campus ministries; 

the Committee on Higher Education. 

…..Doug Azzarito, healing of blood cancer. 

…..Paul Estok, healing of his broken leg. 

…..Linda Pendergast pray for full healing and strength. 

…..God’s healing grace to all who are sick, injured, or 

disabled, that they may be made whole. 

…..Joan Boehm healing following surgery. 

…..Cy Dennerlein, recovering from a fall. 

…..Barbara Kast, continued healing of her back. 

…..Peggy Bauer, a miracle of healing. 

…..Ginny Beck for continued healing and strength. 

…..Shirley Jessup, healing and comfort for her back. 

…..Barbara Hock, healing of her back. 

…..David Wilson, strength, peace and a miracle of healing as he battles brain cancer. 

…..Please pray for those affected by the massive floods in the Philippines. 

…..David Palmer, continued strength and peace as he recovers. 

…..Bill Mayers’ daughter, Kathleen for recovery from a heart condition. 

…..Walter Biscardi, a miracle of healing, the Lord's loving presence to surround him and 

his family. 

…..Kelly & Tim Malloy, their children and their team, safety and discernment in their 

ministry in Jos, Nigeria. 

…..Tom Balash, strength and mobility. 

…..a job for Mary Ellen. 

…..Kay Tucker who is undergoing chemotherapy for cancer, a miracle of healing. 

…..Michael for-protection in Afghanistan, in the service. 
 

Matthew :7:7. "Ask and it will be given to you.  Seek and you will find; knock and the 

door will be opened to you." 

†  Vinnie Takes the Cake!  

C offee hour last week featured a birthday 

cake, but who was that in the picture.  It was Vinnie Cappiello celebrating a 

milestone.  Happy Birthday Vinnie!   
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Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

 

 

Question for the SiR+ - In which Olympics did Mr. T win all his gold? 

† It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks Sword Points: 

Debbie Barackman, Donna Betts, Barbara 

Cappiello, Drew Crocker, Lynne Donnelly, 

Bill Loring, Beth Miller, Patrick O’Connors, 

Linda Pendergast,  Kirsten Peterson, Bill 

Schrull, Joe Shepley, David Szen, Pam Szen 

& Don Winkley.. 

None, but…. 
 

Did you know Mr. T’s father 

was a minister? 
 

Did you know Mr. T is a born

-again Christian? 
 

Did you know Mr. T gave up 

virtually all his gold, one of his 

identifying marks, after helping 

with the cleanup after Hurricane 

Katrina in 2005.  He said, "As a 

Christian, when I saw other 

people lose their lives and lose 

their land and property...I felt 

that it would be a sin before God 

for me to continue wearing my 

gold.  I felt it would be 

insensitive and disrespectful to 

the people who lost everything, 

so I stopped wearing my gold." 

https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000428757685
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hurricane_Katrina
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hurricane_Katrina

