
   

     

 www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com     (203) 775-9587 September 6, 2012 

Sword Points 
Transforming 

Lives 
Through 

Jesus 

†  Celebration of a New Ministry on September 19th... 

And You’re Invited 
 

S omething is happening to Fr. Joe on September 

19th.  Some people have called it an installation, 

some an induction, some an institution.  We contacted our 

Scholar-in-Residence for clarification, who informs us.  “It 

is an Institution (the first part of the 

service, where the pledges are made, the 

letter read, and prayers offered) and an 

Induction (the second part, where the 

various tokens of office are presented).  

Installations are for deans and canons of 

cathedrals who each have a particular 

choir stall assigned to them.  It would be an 

inauguration when it marked a new 

ministry of e.g. a vicar or an assistant in a 

parish who does not have the 

responsibilities of a rector.” 

 At any rate, when it is all said and done, Fr. Joe will officially be our 29th 

rector and we’ll celebrate that and Bishop Jeffrey Rowthorn’s 25th 

Anniversary of his consecration.  

  † This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

 Thu., Sept. 6 - 7:30 pm - Property Committee, Upper Classroom 

   7:30 pm - Mission Committee, Guild Room 

   7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

 Sat., Sept. 8 -  7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

 Sun., Sept. 9 -           Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

   8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

   9:15 am - Adult Christian Education, Guild Room 

   10:30 am - Sunday School 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

   2:00 pm - Youth Group Mini Golf & Ice Cream 

 Tue., Sept. 11 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room  

   7:00 pm - Grief Group, Guild Room 

 Wed., Sept. 12 - 10:00 am - Holy Eucharist and Healing 

   6:30 pm - Staff Meeting, Tuck Room 

   7:30 pm - Vestry Meeting, Guild Room 

 Thu., Sept. 13 - 1:00 pm - Dorothy Day Ministry, Danbury 

   7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

C:/Documents and Settings/Gail Winkley/My Documents/Acolytes
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†  Bible Study Fellowship Hosts Introduction Class 
 

Bible Study Fellowship International, BSF, invites women of all faiths to an introduction 

class on September 10th to register for this year's study of Genesis.  BSF is an 

interdenominational study held on Monday evenings from 6:55- 8:45, at the Southbury 

Baptist Church on Route 67, in Southbury CT. 

Bible Study Fellowship offers small group discussion, printed commentary notes, weekly 

lectures and fellowship.  The school age program from grades 1-12 is staffed by well trained 

teachers and corresponds in content to the adult program.  There is no fee. 

Call 203-730-1966 for more information or visit their website at 

www.bsfinternational.org. 

Also, feel free to talk with Dorothy Crocker, Tara Shepley or Sylvia Biscardi 
 

**BSF is not affiliated with Southbury Bible Baptist Church. 

 

P lease join us on September 19th at 

7:30pm for the Institution & 

Induction of The Rev. Joseph Shepley as 

Rector of St. Paul's.  Bishop Jeffery 

Rowthorn, who will be celebrating his 25th 

anniversary of his consecration as Bishop 

that very day, will preach and assist our 

Diocesan Bishop Ian Douglas in the 

service.  A light reception will follow in 

the parish hall.  

 

 

†  Who Is This Eagle Scout? 

See last 

page for 

answer. 

http://www.bsfinternational.org/
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†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“Did not God choose those who are poor in the world to be rich in 

faith and heirs of the kingdom that he promised to those who love 

him?”                 (James 2:5) 

W hat is more important – being rich in faith or rich in 

possessions?  Society teaches us that possessions are most 

important.  God teaches a different lesson.  When we are rich in faith 

we know that material things really do not matter and we are more 

willing to share what we have. 

†  Persistent Prayer 
by Mari-Anna Stålnacke @flowingfaith  

 

W hat if instead of people asking ‘how are you doing?’, they asked ‘how is your 

prayer life?’ 

 That would tell us much more of a person’s well-being, don’t you think?  

If our prayer life is robust, we are well in Christ.  If our prayer life’s been hit 

by a dry spell, we are not doing that well. 

 Let’s keep this on our minds as we jump into a very ordinary Bible story 

where Jesus heals a blind beggar called Bartimaeus. 

 Jesus and his followers came into Jericho.  As Jesus was leaving Jericho, 

together with his disciples and a sizable crowd, a blind beggar named 

Bartimaeus, Timaeus’ son, was sitting beside the road.  When he heard that 

Jesus of Nazareth was there, he began to shout, “Jesus, Son of David, show 

me mercy!”  Many scolded him, telling him to be quiet, but he shouted even 

louder, “Son of David, show me mercy!”  Jesus stopped and said, “Call him 

forward.”  They called the blind man, “Be encouraged!  Get up!  He’s calling 

you.”  Throwing his coat to the side, he jumped up and came to Jesus.  Jesus 

asked him, “What do you want me to do for you?”  The blind man said, 

“Teacher, I want to see.”  Jesus said, “Go, your faith has healed you.”  At 

once he was able to see, and he began to follow Jesus on the way. (Mark 

10:46-52, CEB, emphasis added) 

 I was touched by Bartimeus’ persistence.  Can you hear him shouting?  

Can you imagine the people around telling him ‘Don’t bother Jesus,’ ‘Behave’ 

or ‘Hush up.’  Despite all this he could not but cry louder.  And Jesus heard 

him and responded in kindness. 

We don’t necessarily have other people telling us to hush up.  But our inner critic can be 

very loud.  How often does your inner voice censure your prayers?  How often does the 

inner critic tell you that you should not bother Jesus?  That your problems are so small 

compared to the big problems of the world that you should stop asking.  That because you 

are too sinful to approach Jesus you should just shut up?  

That prayer does not work anyway so just let it go? 

But don’t let the enemy win.  Do like Bartimaeus and 

cry even louder.  Pray hard and without ceasing.  Don’t 

let anything distract you.  Pray as long as it takes.  Pray 

persistently and pray precisely.  Pray about everything.  

And pray with everything you’ve got. 

Because when praying is our way of life, we are well 

in Christ.  When our prayer life is robust, we are 

flourishing.  When we pray persistently, we are 

prevailing despite everything.  Because we will also be 

able to see.  Come, Lord Jesus! 

Gracious God, 

Show us mercy! 

We want to see with your eyes. 

Hear our prayers! 

Show us mercy! 

We want to do your will. 

Hear our prayers. 

In Jesus’ name, 

Amen  
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St. Paul’s OWN 

Sep 9th  -  Mini-Golf  2-4 pm 

Sep 16th  -  Youth Group Kickoff  3-7 pm 

Sep 22nd  -  Tag Sale Day 

Sep 23rd  -  Youth Group 5-7 pm 

Sep 30th  -  Youth Group 5-7 pm 

 

G et ready to kick-off another year with St Paul’s OWN on Sunday, September 16th. 

We’ll start at 3 pm with our own mini-Olympics, followed up by a rematch of Human 

Battleship!  We’ll have a cookout at 5pm where we’ll share some exciting news about the Youth 

Group, and go over what we’re planning for this year.  Parents are welcome and encouraged to 

We Want Your Stuff! 

O n Saturday, September 22nd, St Paul’s OWN will be holding a 

church-wide tag sale in order to raise funds for our summer 2013 

mission trip.  In order to make this a success and get the youth well on 

their way, we’re looking for donations of tag-sale items that we can sell to 

raise funds.  

All items should be in clean, sellable condition.  All household items 

are welcome, but no clothing or broken electronics please.   

†  Mini-Golf this Sunday 

T he Youth Group will be hitting the greens on 

Sunday with mini-golf at               RW’s BBQ. 

We’ll top off the game with some ice             cream, 

and we’ll announce the destination  

for our Summer 2013 mission trip.  Parents 

should drop off their kids at 525-579 Federal Rd, 

Brookfield at 2pm.  Pickup will be at 4pm. 

All kids in grades 6-12 are welcome to attend. 

Please e-mail to let us know you’re coming 

if you have not already signed up. 

 stpaulsown@gmail.com 

join us for           this portion.  We’ll wrap up the  

evening             with our first Vespers service of the 

                         fall,                   which will have Holy 

                                                    Communion.  There 

 

 

 

will be another prize raffle at the 

kick-off this year – bring a friend                       

with you, and you’ll each get a 

ticket for the raffle.  Bring your                     

parents and you’ll get two extra tickets!  More 

                        details to follow on this… 

http://www.facebook.com/StPaulsOWN
mailto:StPaulsOWN@gmail.com
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We Want Your Stuff! 
Donations can be brought to the church and should be put in the Youth 

Lounge. You can also bring anything with you to church on Sunday mornings or 

evenings during Youth Group time. If you have large items that you would like 

to donate, but can’t transport to the church yourself, please contact Patrick 

O’Connors and we’ll arrange with you on how to get it to the church. 

Any questions, please e-mail us at StPaulsOWN@gmail.com 

 

mailto:StPaulsOWN@gmail.com
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By Pam Szen 

 

 

Jerusalem Archaeological Park - Southern Wall Excavations 
 

F inally we are ready to enter the Old City.  There are five gates along the Southern 

Wall of the Old City of Jerusalem: Zion Gate, Dung Gate and three gates at the 

temple mount – the Double Gate, the 

Triple Gate and the Single Gate. 

 Before we enter the city, our guide 

has a special treat for us…a bagel!!  Our 

breakfasts every day have offered a 

banquet of every food imaginable…but 

no bagels!!  And what a bagel.  We 

only needed one to feed the entire 

group! 

Well fortified, we enter the Jerusalem 

Archaeological Park through the Dung Gate.  

The destruction of the old city in 70 AD, after the Jewish revolt against 

the Romans, left most of Herod's Second Temple in rubble.  

Excavations of recent 

years reveal the most 

amazing discoveries of 

Jerusalem during this 

period.  Highlights at the 

site include a Herodian 

Street with evidence of 

the destruction of 

Jerusalem, the Robinson 

arch structure, huge 

stones-fallen remains from the Western Wall, 

numerous ritual baths (mikveh) among many 

others. 

(Continued on page 7) 

†  Israel 2012   

L ast year Fr. Joe & Tara 

and our rector 

emeritus Fr. Crocker toured 

the Holy Land.  This past April 

Dave & Pam Szen completed 

the same trip and are planning 

a pilgrimage to Israel for our 

parish for 2013.  Each week 

Pam is writing a summary of 

their journey in Sword Points. 

The stone behind the guide is about 4 feet by 5 

feet by 50 feet, going all the way to the tourist in 

the distance. 
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The Robinson arch was actually part of a 

wide pathway that led the pilgrims from the 

street level, up through a staircase, to cross 

over the street, then into the south-western 

entrance of the Temple Mount.  This was 

one of the three bridges that led into the 

temple. 

 Along the Western Wall, excavators 

discovered a paved Herodian street.  The 

street, 13m wide, passed under the arched 

entrance and along the Western Wall.  This 

was one of 

the most 

important 

findings in 

the Jerusalem 

excavations, 

bringing us 

back to the 

days of the 

Second 

Temple and 

the destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans.  

The excavators cleared out the meters high 

rubble and the large stones that covered the 

area since then.  A magnificent paved road 

came back to life after almost 2,000 years. 

The shops on the western side of the 

street are another important finding.  In these 

shops the merchants traded money and sold 

offerings for the pilgrims to the Temple 

Mount. 

The Southern Wall excavations also 

unearthed dozens of ritual baths, located 

close to the walls.  The purpose was to purify 

the visitors to the Temple.  It is believed that 

the baths served thousands of worshippers 

who came to the Temple, and these baths 

were constructed according to the Jewish 

religious laws. 

The southern side of the Temple was the 

main entrance for common people. Like 

Mary, Joseph and Jesus; Priests and 

Levites had their own entrance from the 

higher, eastern side.  At the foot of the 

Southern Wall of the Temple Mount is 

the original, monumental staircase that 

leads to the Temple Mount from the 

courtyard and which visitors can climb 

up.  These stairs lead to the Hulda Gates 

(Double and Triple Gates) which led up into 

a tunnel.  The stairs consist of 15 pairs of 

alternating broad and narrow steps.  Jesus 

likely drove out the vendors and money 

exchangers 

who were 

exploiting 

the people 

from this 

courtyard.  

It is the 

only 

known 

area where 

3,000 

could have heard the preaching of Peter and 

be baptized on the Day of Pentecost. 

Today, the Double and Triple Gates of 

the Temple Mount are blocked - shut by the 

Muslims years ago.  

(Continued from page 6) 

Flights and hotels have been finalized 

for our St. Paul’s trip to Israel 

in April, 2013.   

If you would like to be part of this life-

changing spiritual journey, contact 

David or Pam Szen or send an e-mail to 

StPaulsBrookfield@gmail.com. 

Jerusalem Archaeological Park  

Double Gate & stairs 

mailto:StPaulsBrookfield@gmail.com?subject=Israel%202013
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†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   
   

W ith the Letter of James' emphasis on the tongue and its effects, Fr. Shepley 

explores how we can find forgiveness, healing and strength as we communicate 

with one another.  To replay or watch sermons follow this link for The Sunday Sermons 

each week. 

 

R eminder: Sunday School will 

begin this Sunday, Sept. 9th.  

Parents, please plan on arriving 10 

minutes BEFORE the 10:30 am service 

in order to register your children for 

Sunday School.  If you have any 

questions, please feel free to contact either 

Heather Melody (203) 797-1434 or Lori 

O'Hara (860) 354-8089. 

Christian Men's Luncheon 
Thursday September 6th 

12:00 to 1:00pm 
 

Guest Speaker: Harry Pugner 
 

Harry Is the facilities Manager at Jericho Partnership a 

collaboration of Christ centered ministries ,congregations and 

foundations serving the youth, homeless and other at-risk  

populations of Danbury. 

 

Harry serves as Men’s Director at 1st. Assembly of God Church 

in Brookfield, CT.  

 

Please join us on the 1st Thursday of each month for Christian Mens Luncheon, now in its 

18th year!  

 

The Stony Hill Inn 

Bethel, Connecticut 

Thursday September 6th  

12-1pm 

$10.00 per person …...and bring a friend! 

http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
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†  Announcement Deadlines 
For the Sunday bulletins please submit your information by the preceding Monday  to 

bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com.  For Sword Points please submit it by Wednesday afternoon 

each week to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

 

†  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 

 

 

Opening Hymn Father All Loving, Who Rulest in Majesty 

Gradual Hymn  Thine Arm, O Lord, In Days of Old 
Offertory Hymn Thou, Whose Almighty Word 

Closing Hymn Lord, Whose Love Through Humble Service 

 
Thine arm, O Lord, in days of old 

This was written by Edward Hayes Plumptre in 1864, and 

published in leaflet form as A Hymn used in the Chapel of King’s 

College Hospital.  It was included in the appendix to Hymns 

Ancient and Modern, 1868, where it bore the caption: “They 

brought unto him all that were diseased, and besought him that 

they might only touch the hem of his garment, and as many 

touched were made perfectly whole.”  St. Matthew 14:35-36. 

The tune, St. Matthew, was first published in 1708 and was 

set to the 33rd Pslam.  No composer was indicated, but William 

Croft, who is generally regarded as the editor of the collection, 

was frequently credited with the tune later in the same. century.   

†  Happy Birthday to You! 

S usan Howell celebrates tomorrow!  Saturday is the big 

day for Joe Hock.  Cigdem Usekes will be expecting 

your card on Sunday.  Carl Means & Joe Shepley will be 

blowing out candles on Monday.  Kenneth Kast will be 

another year older and wiser on Wednesday.  Have a blessed 

day each one of you! 

†  Happy Birthday to You! 

Last Saturday about 50 friends of Alice Keller gathered at The Hearth to help her 

celebrate her 90th Birthday.  Happy Birthday Alice! 

mailto:bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com
mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dHGzxUmj-gk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6aUH24pctxQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0t3xNRJqJsw
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FH1KXSPWk5A
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†  Scholarly Speaking 

 

The Real Presence I 
 

I n my last sermon I included a brief discussion of various understandings of Christ’s 

presence in the Eucharist.  Many years ago a priest (who has since become a friend) 

was asked to write a short article on Anglican views of our Lady; he wrote a single 

sentence: “There is no belief about or devotion to the Virgin Mary, however extreme, and in 

whatever direction, that cannot be found somewhere in the Anglican Communion.”  The 

statement would be just as true if the words ‘Holy Eucharist’ were substituted for ‘Virgin 

Mary.’  In both cases there are some extremes which have no official sanction among us, 

but which can still be found. 

Although it has no official status there is a verse, 

attributed variously to Elizabeth I and to John Donne, that 

is almost universally accepted: “He was the Word that 

spake it; He took the bread and brake it; And what that 

Word did make it, I do believe and take it.”   Obviously 

there is a lot of leeway here, and about the only view it 

rules out is a bare memorial in which there is no 

sacramental content (sometimes referred to as ‘Real 

Absence’). 

At the other end of the scale is transubstantiation, the 

official view of the Roman Catholic Church, which 

teaches that although the elements continue, to look, taste, 

&c. like bread and wine they actually change to Christ’s 

Body and Blood.  This draws on Aristotelian ideas of 

matter and was first officially aught by the Lateran Council (1215) and developed by 

Thomas Aquinas and others during the 13th century though the term and the general idea can 

be found earlier.  This is condemned in the Thirty-Nine Articles at number 28, as lacking 

Scriptural basis and as “overthrowing the nature of a sacrament.”  The last is usually 

understood as saying that since a sacrament is an “outward and visible sign or an inward and 

spiritual grace” it would be a contradiction for the sign to simply become the grace.*  Tract 

Ninety, Cardinal Newman’s last major writing as an Anglican, includes a discussion of 

several of the Articles, and tends to give them a strongly catholic interpretation; in this case 

he upholds a spiritual and sacramental presence, but he also supports its rejection of 

transubstantiation - but I am not sure how his thinking changed on this by the time of his 

conversion. 

The Orthodox and other Eastern Churches tend to hold beliefs similar to the Roman 

teaching, but usually define it more as a ‘mystical’ presence without insisting on the same 

specificity as is found in Trent.  Luther and Hus both set forth a view known as 

consubstantiation in which the Body and Blood are seen as being in, with, and under the 

bread and wine.  Luther once used the analogy of heat entering into a horseshoe and causing 

it to glow, but without changing the iron. 

There are modern Anglicans who do hold to transubstantiation, (it was, after all, official 

teaching in the Church of England for some ten years after the break with the Pope) but it is 

more common to speak somewhat more broadly in terms of ‘a real and objective presence’ 

without closely defining it.  Other teachings common among Anglicans are the Lutheran 

view; Receptionism, that while the bread and wine are 

not actually changed, in receiving them we also receive 

the Body and Blood spiritually; and Spiritual Presence, 

the general view of the Swiss reformers, also adopted in 

Scotland and parts of Germany and similar to 

Cranmer’s statement that Christians truly receive 

Christ's "self-same" Body and Blood at Communion - 

(Continued on page 11) 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
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but in "an heavenly and spiritual manner."  It might be added that in the 1990’s the Anglican

-Roman Catholic Conversations came to the conclusion that the differences between the 

churches in this area need not be a cause of separation, though I do not believe that this has 

been completely accepted on either side. 

If you take the time to look at the language of various 

Anglican Prayer Books (a large selection can be found on line 

here) a number of different expressions of this presence can be 

found, even in different places in the same Prayer Book.†  To 

a considerable extent this represents a deliberate policy of 

avoiding precise definitions (especially when the underlying 

Scripture is open to various interpretations) and simply to state 

the outer limits of acceptable belief. 

So far we have spoken about beliefs; next time we shall look 

at practices related to the Sacrament of the Eucharist. 
- Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence  

* The Council of Trent actually simplified the definition by taking out the Aristotelian language, 

but left the essential elements in place.  The Articles were promulgated in 1563, while Trent was in 

session, but most of them, including this, date back to 1553 and reflect pre-Tridentine RC practice. 

† The Consecration Prayer itself naturally contains statements about what consecration is, and 

these do rather vary, but we also find guides in the prayer of Humble Access, in the exhortations to 

communion, in the words used at the administration of the Sacrament, and in the various forms of the 

catechism. 

(Continued from page 10) The Real Presence 

Fr. Joe’s Reception 

We will have a dessert/snack 

reception following Fr. Joe’s 

Celebration Service on 

September 19th.  A sign

-up sheet in the back of 

the church for dessert/

snack donations.  Let 

Mary Allen know if you 

have any questions. 

†  Where Did You Go to Church Last Sunday? 
 

W e continue to RV in the Canadian Maritimes, and this 

week we are on Prince Edward Island.  In the little town 

of Kensington we found St. Mark's Church, a lovely little Anglican 

church which has won prizes for its distinctive architecture.  Sadly, 

they are sharing a priest with three other churches, so they only have 

Communion every other week.  This Sunday was Morning Prayer, 

led by a lay reader who also gave the sermon.  There were four robed 

ladies in the choir along with the organist.  Their hymnals have only 

words, no music, but most 

of the tunes were 

somewhat familiar to me.  With quite a small 

congregation, they made me feel very welcome, 

however, I am looking forward to returning to 

our thriving church in Brookfield soon. 

 

Sandy & Al Chaleski 

†  Easy e-Evangelism 

Here’s an easy way.  Send a link to Sword 

Points to a friend and tell them to check out 

something inside….like the 

recipe of the week, one of the 

cartoons, a favorite picture or 

article.  They’ll sneak a look 

at the rest of it.  You plant the 

seed, let God make it grow. 

http://justus.anglican.org/resources/bcp/
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Vespers 
Our weekly Vespers 

service will resume 

on Sunday 

September 16th 

ST. PAUL’S CHURCH 

WELCOMES 
 

GUEST SPEAKER & AUTHOR 

VICKI ROSE 

ON SATURDAY, 

SEPTEMBER  29 
 

Join us for Tea and Fellowship  

Beginning at 3:00 p.m. 
 

Vicki’s heart and passion is for women to be content and victorious 

in their lives and/or marriages through a deep and intimate personal 

relationship with Jesus Christ. 

A free will offering will be taken. 

†  The Rector’s Forum 

S unday Adult Education  undergoes a transformation: beginning on September 16th, 

from 9:30-10:15am in the Guild Room, Fr. Shepley will begin "The Rector's 

Forum," where he will lead an in-depth study of the Book of Genesis.  With Tara Shepley 

assisting, this class will bring participants deep into the Word of God, verse by verse, 

further extending our parish mission of "Transforming Lives Through Jesus Christ."   
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Directions: 

Cook rice (couscous or quinoa) as 

directed.  Cool.  Mix together soy sauce, 

honey and 

vinaigrette.  

Pour into the 

rice.  Cover 

and refrigerate 

overnight.  

Add scallions, 

celery, spinach 

and bacon.  

Toss before 

serving.  Slice basil leaves and use as a garnish. 

Ingredients: 

1 c. uncooked rice, couscous or quinoa 

1 T. soy sauce 

½ tsp. honey 

½ c. balsamic vinaigrette 

½ c. scallions, chopped 

½ c. celery, chopped 

2 c. fresh baby spinach 

½ c. bacon, cooked and crumbled 

Fresh basil leaves for garnish 

†  The Way To Be Saved 
 

T he way to be saved is to come to Christ.  Christ is a person, a living person, full of 

power to save.  He has not placed his salvation in sacraments, or books, or priests, 

but he has kept it in himself; and if you want to have it you must come to him.  He is still 

the one source and fountain of eternal mercy.  There is no getting it by going round about 

him, or only going near to him: you must come to him, actually to him, and there must be a 

personal contact established between the 

Lord Jesus and your spirit.  Of course it 

cannot be a natural contact, for his body is 

in the heavens and we are here; but it must 

be a spiritual contact, by which your mind, 

heart, thought, shall come to Christ, and 

faith, like a hand, shall touch him 

spiritually, grasp him by believing upon 

him, and receive life and grace from his 

divine power. 

Just as when the woman of old touched 

his garment’s hem, the virtue went out of 

him to her, and she was healed; so now, 

though he be yonder, faith’s long hand can 

touch his divine and human person, by 

confiding, trusting, and resting in him, and 

so virtue will flow from him into our soul, 

and our mind shall be healed of 

whatsoever disease it hath. 
 

From a sermon by Charles Haddon 

Spurgeon entitled "Unwillingness To Come To Christ," delivered November 2, 1876. Image by Adam 

Sparks on Flickr under Creative Commons License. 

“W e are constantly beset by the notion that we ought to perceive ourselves 

springing up quickly, like the seed on stony ground; show striking signs of 

spiritual growth.  But perhaps we are only required to go on quietly, making root, growing 

nice and bushy; docile to the great slow rhythm of life.  When we see no startling marks of 

our own religious progress or our usefulness to God, it is well to remember the baby in the 

stable and the little boy in the streets of Nazareth.”   -Evelyn Underhill 

†  Heavenly Rice Salad 
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†  Photo Contest for October Sword of the Spirit 

C alling all photographers!  We are looking for a cover 

photo for our next monthly Sword.  Have fun, be creative.  

The deadline is September 21st.  Send your pictures to 

stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

†  This Sunday’s Readingsngs 
 

Signs of the Kingdom 
 

Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23 

O ur opening lesson offers instruction in the characteristics of a well-ordered and 

godly life drawn from wisdom literature.  Both the rich and the poor have been 

created by God, and this awareness should lead those with power and privilege to act with 

justice.  The generous will be blessed, and the unjust will be punished; the Lord 

is an advocate for the defenseless. 

 Psalm 125 

 An expression of confidence in the Lord, the defender of the righteous, and 

a plea for Israel. 

 James 2:1-10, (11-13), 14-17 

 In this New Testament lesson practical matters of ethical behavior among 

Christians are inextricable from any expression of genuine faith.  Believers are 

counseled against showing special treatment to the rich.  God has chosen to 

honor the poor.  The rich often trespass through oppressive conduct and, in any case, this 

way of treating people differently violates the royal commandment to love one’s neighbor as 

one’s self.  Christians are reminded to live under the perfect law of liberty and to act with 

mercy. 

Mark 7:24-37 

In our gospel reading Jesus, traveling in Gentile territory, heals the daughter of a Gentile 

woman and then a deaf man with a speech impediment.  The back-and-forth between Jesus 

and the Syrophoenician woman may seem playful or even harsh.  It may be that through 

such a conversation Jesus saw how his mission was to include all peoples, as his followers 

came later to understand.  The healing of the deaf man can be recognized as a fulfillment of 

prophecy as the new age of the kingdom draws near. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

  Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings 

will be available at the back of the church. 

Proverbs 20:5 
 

Every word of God is pure; 

He is a shield to those who 

put their trust in Him. 

mailto:st.paulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=January%20Cover%20Photo
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp18_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp18_RCL.html#response
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp18_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp18_RCL.html#GOSPEL
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 

such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 

..…St. John’s, Stamford; Calvary, Stonington; St. Mark’s, Storrs. 
…..Dot Blake, convalescing from a stroke at Filosa in Danbury. 

…..Sue Jennings, healing and strength. 

…..Marvin Self, healing of his kidneys. 

…..Gerry Mullen, strength and freedom from pain. 

…..The Province of New England: the Dioceses of 

Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, 

Rhode Island, Vermont, and Western Massachusetts; 

their bishops, clergy, parish and diocesan staff, and 

congregations; Provincial Synod; all Provincial 

Networks. 

…..Doug Azzarito, healing of blood cancer. 

…..Paul Estok, healing of his broken leg. 

…..Peace in the Middle East. 

…..St. Paul’s Parish, that we support and uphold Fr. Joe 

in his ministry as our Rector. 

…..Cy Dennerlein, recovering from a fall. 

…..Barbara Kast, continued healing of her back. 

…..Peggy Bauer, a miracle of healing. 

…..Ginny Beck for continued healing and strength. 

…..Randy Altemus, healing of a blood clot. 

…..Barbara Hock, healing of her back. 

…..David Wilson, strength, peace and a miracle of healing as he battles brain cancer. 

…..David Palmer, continued strength and peace as he recovers. 

…..Bill Mayers’ daughter, Kathleen for recovery from a heart condition. 

…..Walter Biscardi, a miracle of healing, the Lord's loving presence to surround him and 

his family. 

…..Kelly & Tim Malloy, their children and their team, safety and discernment in their 

ministry in Jos, Nigeria. 

…..Tom Balash, strength and mobility. 

…..a job for Mary Ellen. 

…..Kay Tucker who is undergoing chemotherapy for cancer, a miracle of healing. 

…..Michael for-protection in Afghanistan, in the service. 
 
 

Psalm 107: 19-20  "Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble, and he saved them from 

their distress.  He sent forth his word and healed them. 

†  Prayer for Election Season 
A Prayer for the Human Family: 

 

O  God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through Jesus your Son: 

Look with compassion on the whole human family; take away the arrogance and 

hatred which infect our hearts; break down the walls that separate us; unite us in bonds of 

love; and work through our struggle and confusion to accomplish your purposes on earth; 

that, in your good time, all nations and races may serve you in harmony around your 

heavenly throne; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

from the Book of Common Prayer, 1979. 

http://bcponline.org
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†  Safe Church Training - Fall Schedule 

 

Basic training - More info here, with registration links 9/15 St. Michael's, Litchfield; 9/22 

St. Mark's, Bridgewater; 9/29 St. Peter's, Milford; 10/6 Trinity, Branford; 10/13 Christ 

Episcopal, Norwich; 10/13 Trinity, Wethersfield; 11/17 St. Francis', 

Stamford. 
 

Recertification (laity) - More info here w/registration links 9/5 Wed. 

6-9 p.m. Christ & the Epiphany, East Haven; 9/27 Thu. 6-9 p.m. 

Christ Church, Ansonia; 9/29 Sat. 9-11:30 a.m. Trinity, Tariffville; 

10/27 Sat. 9-11:30 a.m. St. Mark's, Storrs; 11/3 Sat. 9-11:30 a.m. St. 

Matthew's, Wilton. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001eXBoP2u2aRi8FzOShKoEjdHNQ_-oBTKt_K_1wBlhkcX-w73bzwWnNvPF2xA7iqBU_JNA_ZtfnRtHsagTcpiXdmlXdkdM4HKDhr8pDK-zMEk8F1hsGRAd2_KVao_5xapCEFzJwo5-O8mY5jrxdR6sLQ0zzISAwW7UHOtInrYOxcm8OihgSZ_o-g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001eXBoP2u2aRi8FzOShKoEjdHNQ_-oBTKt_K_1wBlhkcX-w73bzwWnNvPF2xA7iqBU_JNA_ZtfnRtHsagTcpiXdmlXdkdM4HKDhr8pDK-zMEk8F1hsGRAd2_KVao_5xapCEFzJwo5-O8mY5jrxdR6sLQ0zzISAwW7UHOtInrYOxcm8OihgSZ_o-g==
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SWORD SPORTS 

 

†  Liturgical Fouls 

By Rev. Tim Schenck 
 

H ave you ever fantasized about throwing a bright yellow penalty flag into the 

aisle when the priest wears the wrong liturgical color or the organist plays the 

opening hymn at the speed of a sick tortoise?  Probably not.  But with the 

convergence of the start of football season, the church “program year,” and the labor 

dispute between the NFL and their referees, I saw an opportunity to bring this all 

together.  (Bear with me - it’s how my mind works). 

 To assist you in exercising your God-given (literally) right to good liturgy, I’m 

offering my guide to liturgical fouls.  I urge you to use this empowerment of the laity 

(and cranky visiting clergy) wisely and with discretion.  I’ll soon make the penalty 

flags available on my website for a mere $49.99. 

 

Illegal Procession (out of order)  

Heretical Trinitarian Theology  

Illegal Use of the Orans Position 

Lay Reader on Wrong Side 

of Celebrant 

Unseemly use of Liturgical Dance 

(resembling Chicken Dance)  

Clap Happy Worship 

Sermon Over 15 Minutes Overly Enthusiastic Peace 

Endorsed by 

the SiR+ 

http://frtim.wordpress.com/2012/08/30/liturgical-fouls/
http://www.facebook.com/FatherTim
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Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

 

R ecent events have caused Fr. Joe’s popularity with the 

media and marketing agents to soar.  After last week’s 

“tell-all” sermon, Motor Magazine crashed 

the newsstands with a special edition. 

 GQ reports 

that the “clergy 

look” is trending 

since his an-

nouncement as 

rector. 

 Once the story 

was released in 

Sword Points last 

week, it was 

flashed across 

Times Square 

that evening.  

 And marketers 

are busy trying to 

get out their new 

“Cup of Joe” coffee mugs in time for coffee 

hour this week! 
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Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

The stained glass with a piece of a moon rock in it (at 

the center of the red circle), at  

 

 

 
† It Takes An 

Editorial Board 

Contributors to 

this Weeks 

Sword Points: 

Debbie 

Barackman, 

Donna Betts, 

Barbara 

Cappiello, Dot 

Crocker, Drew 

Crocker, Lynne 

Donnelly, Barbara 

Hock, Lois Hunt, 

Bill Loring, 

Heather Melody, 

Beth Miller, 

Patrick 

O’Connors, Linda 

Pendergast,  

Kirsten Peterson, 

John Sarver, Joe 

Shepley, David 

Szen, Pam Szen 

& Don Winkley. 

The Eagle Scout is 

Neil Armstrong who 

died on August 25th 

and was featured in 

Sword Points last 

week. 

Nice 

Green 

Thumb 

Larry! 

https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000428757685

