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Sword Points 
Transforming 

Lives 
Through 

Jesus 

†  Blessing of Animals 
 

I n observance of the feast day of  St Francis, St. 

Paul’s will have a Blessing of the Animals this 

Sunday at 5:30 pm in front of  the Memorial Garden. 

 We are curious to see which of our St. Paul’s adopted 

pets show up.  Our meadow is regularly visited by 

groundhogs, deer, fox, chipmunks, assortment of birds 

and, of course, several not so timid squirrels. 

 St. Francis, whose feast day was October 4, is 

perhaps best known for his love of animals.  Of all the 

saints, Francis is the most popular and admired, but 

probably the least imitated; few have attained to his 

total identification with the poverty and suffering of 

Christ.  Francis had an understanding of the unity of 

all creation that was way ahead of its time.  He 

addressed every created thing as Brother or Sister and 

treated everything with reverence.  He allowed the 

beauty of creation to fill him with joy. 

 This celebration reminds us that all of God's 

creation is blessed including our pets.  In the interest 

of safety for all animals, pets are asked to bring their owners 

on a leash, or protect themselves by coming in a pet carrier, cage or aquarium. 

  † This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

    Thur., Oct. 11 -  1:00 pm - Dorothy Day Ministry, Danbury 

   7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary  

 Sat., Oct. 13 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

 Sun., Oct. 14 -           Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 

   8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

   9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

   4:30 pm - Youth Group 

   5:30 pm - Blessing of the Animals 

   6:00 pm - Vespers with Holy Eucharist 

 Mon., Oct. 15 - 7:00 pm - Stephen Ministry, Guild Room 

 Tue., Oct. 16 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room  

 Wed., Oct. 17 - 10:00 am - Holy Eucharist and Healing 

 Thu., Oct. 18 -                   St. Luke, Evangelist 

   7:30 pm - Healing Team, Guild Room 

   7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary  

Can I get 

blessed too? 

C:/Documents and Settings/Gail Winkley/My Documents/Acolytes
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†  Saints of God 

 

October 11th 
 

Philip, Deacon and Evangelist 
 

P hilip, who has been traditionally referred to as a Deacon and an Evangelist, 

was one of seven honest men appointed, some sources say ordained, by the 

apostles to distribute bread and alms to the widows and the poor in Jerusalem. 

After the martyrdom of Stephen, Philip went to Samaria to preach the gospel.  In his 

travels south to Gaza he encountered an Ethiopian eunuch, a servant of the 

Ethiopian queen, reading the Isaiah text on the Suffering Servant.  They traveled 

together, and in the course of their journey the Ethiopian was converted and 

baptized by Philip. 

Subsequently, Philip traveled as a missionary from Ashdod northwards and settled in 

Caesarea.  It was in Caesarea that he hosted St. Paul.  Philip’s activities at the end of his life 

are the subject of speculation, but some sources place him as a bishop at Lydia in Asia 

Minor.  His feast day in the Eastern Church is October 11, and in the West usually June 6. 

Other provinces of the Anglican Communion also keep his feast on October 11. 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“It is easier for a camel to pass through the 

eye of a needle than for one who is rich to enter 

the kingdom of God.”        (Mark 10:25) 
 

T hese words of Jesus are so harsh that 

sometimes we are tempted to ignore 

them, thinking that He really could not have 

meant them.  Yet when our lives revolve around 

too many material possessions it is difficult to find 

the necessary time for God, for salvation and for 

God’s beloved poor. 
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 †  Gerry Mullen 

Memorial Service 

 

G erry Mullen’s memorial service 

will be at 1:30pm this Saturday, 

Oct 13th. in Washington Depot.  Contact the 

parish office or e-mail StPaulsSword 

Points@gmail.com for directions or to car 

pool. 

mailto:StPaulsSwordPoints@gmail.com
mailto:StPaulsSwordPoints@gmail.com
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†  Safe Church Training - Fall Schedule 
 

Basic training - More info here, with registration links  10/13 

Christ Episcopal, Norwich; 10/13 Trinity, Wethersfield; 

11/17 St. Francis', Stamford. 
 

Recertification (laity) - More info here w/registration links  

10/27 Sat. 9-11:30 a.m. St. Mark's, Storrs; 11/3 Sat. 9-11:30 

a.m. St. Matthew's, Wilton. 

†  Where Did You Go to Church 

Last Sunday? 
 

R ick Falci, in Barcelona, Spain, on 

business, sends along this photo of the 

Sagrada Familia, which has been under 

construction since 1882.  The style of la 

Sagrada Familia is variously likened to Spanish 

Late Gothic, Catalan Modernism and to Art 

Nouveau or Catalan Noucentisme.  Whatever 

style it is or turns out to be, it won’t be 

completed until 2026 at the earliest.  Follow this 

link for more information on this fascinating 

cathedral. 

“You are not your own, 

for you were bought with a 

price.  So glorify God in 

your body.”(1 Cor. 6:19-20) 
 

S tarting on October 21st a new small group for young adults will begin meeting in the 

Guild Room.  The group is open to anyone age 18 - 40ish.  We know the term 

‘young’ is relative to everyone, so if you’re anywhere from a student in college to just 

settling into adulthood, just gotten married, or just starting (or thinking about starting) your 

family, this group may be right for you.  For those with little ones, the Sr. High Youth 

Group will provide child care while we gather.  The group will meet every other week from 

7-8pm on Sundays.  

We’ll be doing a book study of John Piper’s “Don’t Waste Your Life.”  Books will be 

provided for you.  Please email Patrick O’Connors if you have any questions about the 

group. oconnorspatrick@gmail.com 

†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   
   

L ooking at the first chapter of Job, Fr. Shepley addresses the concept of 

human suffering: its origin, its purpose and its result.  Underscoring the role 

of a spiritual realm in the midst of our struggles, this sermon encourages belief 

and obedience under God, even when questions remain. To replay or watch Fr. 

Shepley’s sermon, follow this link for The Sunday Sermons. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001eXBoP2u2aRi8FzOShKoEjdHNQ_-oBTKt_K_1wBlhkcX-w73bzwWnNvPF2xA7iqBU_JNA_ZtfnRtHsagTcpiXdmlXdkdM4HKDhr8pDK-zMEk8F1hsGRAd2_KVao_5xapCEFzJwo5-O8mY5jrxdR6sLQ0zzISAwW7UHOtInrYOxcm8OihgSZ_o-g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001eXBoP2u2aRi8FzOShKoEjdHNQ_-oBTKt_K_1wBlhkcX-w73bzwWnNvPF2xA7iqBU_JNA_ZtfnRtHsagTcpiXdmlXdkdM4HKDhr8pDK-zMEk8F1hsGRAd2_KVao_5xapCEFzJwo5-O8mY5jrxdR6sLQ0zzISAwW7UHOtInrYOxcm8OihgSZ_o-g==
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spanish_Gothic_architecture
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spanish_Gothic_architecture
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catalan_Modernism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Art_Nouveau
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Art_Nouveau
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Noucentisme
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sagrada_Fam%C3%ADlia
mailto:oconnorspatrick@gmail.com
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
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By Pam Szen 

 

 

Pool of Bethesda 
 

I  was eager to visit the pool of Bethesda, site of the miraculous healing of a paralyzed 

man by Jesus and recounted solely in the Gospel of John.  It is also the site of the birth 

of Mary’s mother, Anne.  The name of the pool is said to be derived from the Hebrew 

language and/or Aramaic language. beth hesda meaning either house of mercy or house of 

grace. In both Hebrew and Aramaic the word could also mean 'shame, disgrace'.  

This dual meaning may have been thought appropriate since the location was 

seen as a place of disgrace due to the presence of invalids, and a place of grace, 

due to the granting of healing. 

 The grounds contain extensive excavations revealing the original five pools and 

successive remains of the Byzantine, Crusader and medieval churches built over the 

pools, as well as water run-off collection systems dating back to the eighth century 

BCE intended to supply the temple with water.  Here also is St. Anne's church. 

 St. Anne's church was built by crusaders on a plot adjacent to that of the 

Byzantine church destroyed earlier.  In subsequent years the church fell into 

disuse but miraculously was never destroyed.  In 1856 the Ottoman government 

gave the 

church to 

France.  It is 

still run by French 

fathers.  After the 

Crusader conquest of 

Jerusalem, the church 

buildings were rebuilt on 

a smaller scale with a 

new church erected 

nearby.  This new 

church, named for Saint 

Anne was completed in 

1138 AD.  It was built 

over the site of a grotto 

believed by the 

Crusaders to be the 

birthplace of Anne, 

grandmother of Jesus, at 

the south east corner of the site, leaving the ancient ruins untouched. 

Today the Pool of Bethesda is located in the Muslim Quarter of Jerusalem.  The Gospel 

of John describes such a pool in Jerusalem, near the Sheep Gate, which is surrounded by five 

(Continued on page 7) 

†  Israel 2012   

L ast year Fr. Joe & Tara 

and our rector 

emeritus Fr. Crocker toured 

the Holy Land.  This past April 

Dave & Pam Szen completed 

the same trip and are planning 

a pilgrimage to Israel for our 

parish for 2013.  Each week 

Pam is writing a summary of 

their journey in Sword Points. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hebrew_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hebrew_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aramaic_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beth_(Hebrew)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Divine_grace
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crusades
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St_Anne%27s_Church,_Jerusalem
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St_Anne%27s_Church,_Jerusalem
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Muslim
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jerusalem
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gospel_of_John
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gospel_of_John
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Flights and hotels have been finalized 

for our St. Paul’s trip to Israel 

in April, 2013.   

If you would like to be part of this life-

changing spiritual journey, contact 

David or Pam Szen or send an e-mail to 

StPaulsBrookfield@gmail.com. 

covered colonnades.  

John Chapter 5 

Now there is in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate a pool, in Hebrew called Beth-zatha, which 

has five porticoes.  In these lay a multitude of invalids, blind, lame, paralyzed.  One man 

was there, who had been ill for thirty-eight years.  When Jesus saw him and knew that he 

had been lying there a long time, he said to him, “Do you want to be healed?”  The sick man 

answered him, “Sir, I have no man to put me into the pool when the water is troubled, and 

while I am going another steps down before me.”  Jesus said to him, “Rise, take up your 

pallet, and walk.”  And at once the man was healed, and he took up his pallet and walked. 

Now that day was the Sabbath.  So the Jews said to the man who was cured, “It is the 

Sabbath, it is not lawful for you to carry your pallet.”  But he answered them, “The man 

who healed me said to me, ‘Take up your pallet, and walk.’”  They asked him, “Who is the 

man who said to you, ‘Take up your pallet, and walk’?”  Now the man who had been healed 

did not know who it was, for Jesus had withdrawn, as there was a crowd in the place.  

Afterward, Jesus found him in the temple, and said to him, “See, you are well!  Sin no more, 

that nothing worse befall you.”  The man went away and told the Jews that it was Jesus who 

had healed him.  And this was why the Jews persecuted Jesus, because he did this on the 

Sabbath.  But Jesus answered them, “My Father is working still, and I am working.”  This 

was why the Jews sought all the more to kill him, because he not only broke the Sabbath but 

also called God his Father, making himself equal with God. 
 

Until the 19th century, there was no evidence outside of John’s Gospel for the existence 

of this pool and scholars argued that the gospel was written later, 

probably by someone without first-hand knowledge of the city of 

Jerusalem, and that the ‘pool’ had only a metaphorical, rather than 

historical, significance. 

 However, in archeological digs conducted in the 19th century, 

remains of a pool fitting the description in John’s Gospel (a large tank 

situated about 100 feet north-west of St. Anne's Church) was 

discovered; the Pool of Bethesda.  Further archaeological excavation in 

the area in 1964 discovered the remains of the Byzantine and Crusader 

churches, Hadrian's Temple, the small healing pools, the other of the 

two large pools, and the dam between them.  It was discovered that the 

Byzantine construction was built in the very heart of Hadrian's 

construction and contained the healing pools. 

 This archaeological discovery proved beyond a doubt that the 

description of this pool in the Gospel of John was not the creation of 

the Evangelist.  It reflected an accurate and detailed knowledge of the 

site.  The Gospel speaks of the name of the pool as Bethesda; its 

location near the Sheep Gate; the fact that it has five porticos; with 

rushing water.  All these details are corroborated through literary and 

archaeological evidence affirming the historical accuracy of John’s 

account. 

(Continued from page 6) Pool of Bethesda 

Church of St. Anne 

mailto:StPaulsBrookfield@gmail.com?subject=Israel%202013


8  

  
 

St. Paul’s OWN 

Oct 14th  -  Youth Group 4:30-7 pm 

Oct 21st  -  Youth Group 4:30-7 pm 

Oct 28th  -  Youth Group 3:00-7 pm 

Nov 4th  -  Youth Group 4:30-7 pm 

   

   

   

OOO   utwardlyutwardlyutwardly   

WWW   itnessingitnessingitnessing   

thethethe   
   

NNN   ewsewsews! 

O n Sunday, October 28th from 4 - 6 pm St Paul’s OWN will be 

having its 2nd annual and first ever Trunk or Treat!  We’re 

anticipating no snow this year, and we’re ready for an awesome time.  The 

youth have been busy planning some fun events for the kids who come to the 

event, but we need your help to make this a success.  There are three ways to 

help out: 
 

Be a Trunk!  We’re looking for 30 cars to be decked out for the season 

with their trunks popped open and ready to dish out some treats to the kids 

coming through.  You can decorate your trunk in standard “seasonal” attire 

such as black and orange streamers & balloons.  Or you could decorate for a 

theme such as a luau or jungle animals.  Trunking cars should bring enough 

candy for about 100 kids. 
 

Come setup!  We’ll need help for about an hour before the event to set 

up game stations, help direct ‘trunk’ cars into their spaces and help direct 

traffic for the visiting “treaters” during the event. 

Donate Candy!  The Youth Group is 

planning activity stations for all the kids who 

attend and we’d love extra candy to hand out 

as prizes.  If you aren’t able to help out in 

person that day, please consider donating a 

bag or two of individually wrapped candy that 

can be handed out. 
 

Finally, please help spread the word!  Kids 

up to grade 4 are invited both from St. Paul’s 

and the community.  

http://www.facebook.com/StPaulsOWN
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†  The Flock Is On The Move! 

O ur Rector has been suspicious of the 

Youth Group ever since he was 

presented with a 12 pound concrete flamingo at 

his recent induction service.  Fr. Joe suspected 

something was afoot and his suspicions were 

proven true when he came home Tuesday night 

just in time to snap this photo of some unusual 

activity on his front lawn.  The mischievous 

birds had already left their mark though, 27 pink 

lawn flamingos had invaded the Shepley yard.  

Check back next week to see where the 

flamingos have migrated to next! 
 

Our New FUNdraiser! 
 

S t. Paul’s OWN has gone to the birds, pink flamingos that is!  Keep a watchful eye on 

your front lawn over the next few weeks - you may just end up with a flock of pink 

lawn flamingos knocking on your door! 

We are continuing our Summer Mission fundraising 

efforts by kicking off our “You’ve Been Flocked” campaign.  

Have you ever sent flowers, a card, or some candy to 

someone to let them know 

you’re thinking of them?  

Why not a flock of flamingos!  

You can have fun with a 

fellow parish family by 

sending the flock to their 

house for a couple of days to 

let them know how glad you 

are that they are in your life.  

Simply stop by the “You’ve 

Been Flocked” table during 

coffee hour and we’ll sign 

you up. 

What happens if the 

flamingos show up at your door?  Don’t worry, flamingos are 

very migratory and rarely stay in any one place more than 48-

72 hours.  If they do make an appearance in your yard, one of 

our migration experts will be by shortly to help them move 

along their way.  In fact, for a small $10 

donation, you can even tell us where the flock 

heads to next! 
 

No Flamingos At My House Please! 

 If you’d prefer to not take the chance of 

having the flock migrate to your estate, please 

ask one of our licensed insurance 

professionals, downstairs during coffee hour, 

how you can purchase Term Flamingo 

Insurance which can offer you peace of mind 

in a time of migratory unrest. 



10  

 



 11 

†  Announcement Deadlines 
For the Sunday bulletins please submit your information by the preceding Monday  to 

bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com.  For Sword Points please submit it by Wednesday afternoon 

each week to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

 

†  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 

 

 

Opening Hymn Be Thou My Vision 

Gradual Hymn Take My Life, and Let It Be 

Offertory Hymn O God, Our Help in Ages Past 

Closing Hymn O Jesus, I Have Promised 
 

Be Thou My Vision 

"Be Thou My Vision" is a hymn thought to be derived from an 

8th century Irish folk song.  It expresses a desire for God’s hand in 

our lives and a longing to be in His presence.  The first words are 

credited to Dallan Forgaill in a work entitled, Rob tu mo bhoile, a 

Comdi cride.  Mary Bryne, in Dublin, Ireland, first translated the 

entire Irish folk song into English in 1905.  Eleanor H. Hull 

converted the lyrics to "Be Thou My Vision" into verse in 1905. 

The folk song got its start in Ireland around 433 AD, when on 

the night before Easter; St. Patrick defied a royal decree by lighting 

candles.  High King Logaire of Tara had traditionally lit a fire on 

Slane Hill beginning a pagan spring festival.  It was his order that no 

one could light a fire before him on this night.  When Logaire 

learned of St. Patrick’s arrogance, he was so impressed he let him 

continue services. 

A blind 8th Century Monk, Dallan Forgaill penned the words to 

Be Thou My Vision, as a tribute to St. Patrick's wholehearted loyalty 

to God.  The music to accompany the lyrics is an ancient Irish folk 

tune called Slane. 

 

Directions: 

Cook the carrots in salted water.  Drain reserving ¼ 

c. cooking water. 

Make the sauce by combining the reserved liquid 

with the onion, horseradish and mayonnaise. 

 Mix carrots with sauce.  

Separately mix bread crumbs with 

butter.  Place carrots in a buttered 

baking dish and place break crumb 

mixture on top of carrots.  Then 

sprinkle with Parmesan cheese.  Bake at 350º for 20 minutes. 
 

 This is a delicious and simple side dish for Thanksgiving 

or any meal.  Do you have a special dish or dessert you serve 

for Thanksgiving that you would share with Sword Points?  

We’d love to have it! 

†  Somebody’s Carrots 

Ingredients: 

6-8 carrots, cut into 

 2-3 inch sticks 

2 T. onion, grated 

2 T. horseradish 

1/3 c. mayonnaise 

¼ c. bread crumbs 

2 T. soft butter 

Parmesan cheese 

mailto:bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com
mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vROU_N-FYdY&feature=list_other&playnext=1&list=AL94UKMTqg-9C1ExZPg73U5kvI7vzdu3Jz
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†  Scholarly Speaking 

 

Sacrifice of Praise and Thanksgiving 
 

T his phrase was introduced into our liturgy by Archbishop Cranmer in 1549 and 

(with occasional slight variations) has been used in the Eucharistic 

prayer, as a reference to what we are offering, in almost every Anglican 

Prayer Book since then.*  In an age when we are likely to think of 

‘sacrifice’ as an advertising term describing a low price, rather than as a 

theological concept, it may be a bit of a puzzle to determine what Cranmer 

actually meant.  Indeed, we shall see that he seems to have been 

deliberately ambiguous in his adoption of this phrase. 

Let us start, however, by looking at the meaning of the word ‘sacrifice’ itself.  It comes 

to us from a Latin word which means literally, ‘making sacred,’ and it seems to have been 

used primarily of a rite of offering which make the person holy.  In both Biblical 

and pagan contexts sacrifices were offered either by individuals (whether for 

themselves or for groups - ranging from the family to the whole kingdom) or by the 

priests for the community and usually involved four steps.  The person making the 

offering would select the subject matter, usually either an unblemished animal or 

fine grain or other foodstuff, from his own property (buying it if necessary) and 

bring it to the appointed place.  He would then identify with the sacrifice by laying 

hands upon it and would then offer it (if an animal by killing it, with other foods by 

lifting it up) - with the priest helping or actually performing this act.  Next it would 

be placed on the altar and (partially) burned.  Finally (depending on the nature of 

the sacrifice†) it would be consumed.  A convenient chart of the various Biblical 

rules for sacrifice can be found here.  Most animal offerings were accompanied by 

(unleavened) bread-cakes and by wine which would also be eaten or burned according to the 

nature of the sacrifice.  Incidentally Greek and Roman mythology suggests that most of their 

sacrifices were eaten (and Paul’s discussion of eating meat in I Corinthians is based on this 

practice). 

Pagans and Jews alike seem to have regarded eating the sacrifice as a means of personal 

union with God (or their gods), and all of this would have been culturally familiar to the 

early Christians.  Thus it is not surprising that as forms for 

the Eucharist developed the crucifixion was seen as a 

fulfillment of the sacrificial pattern and the use of the bread 

and wine, now without the meat, came to be seen as a 

continuation of Christ’s sacrifice.  By the thirteenth century 

when there was a great interest in Eucharistic teaching 

much of this background had been forgotten and we find 

attempts to create detailed theories of Christ’s sacramental 

presence (such as transubstantiation) and of sacrificial 

ideas applied to the liturgy.  One such view, which was never official doctrine but which 

was widely believed, was the idea that each mass was a separate repetition of Christ’s 

sacrifice.‡ 

 At the time of the Reformation then, there were real 

concerns about the relationship between the mass and 

Christ’s sacrifice.  Cranmer’s reference to Christ’s “one 

oblation of himself once offered, a full, perfect, and 

sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction, for the 

sins of the whole world;” was clearly a repudiation of 

that view, but there was no real consensus about how 

the idea of sacrifice was related to the Eucharist.  Here 

the phrase “our Sacrifice of Praise and Thanksgiving” provided a useful ambiguity.  For the 

more Catholic minded it would suggest the Eucharist itself was a thank-offering type of 

(Continued on page 13) 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

http://www.agapebiblestudy.com/charts/levitical%20sacrifices%20and%20offerings%20of%20the%20old%20covenant.htm
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=216914194
mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
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sacrifice; offered especially as thanksgiving for that one sacrifice; but for the 

more Reformed it would simply suggest that the only sacrifice we could be said to 

offer is simply our own praise and thanksgiving.  Cranmer’s own writings at 

different times suggest that he may have moved from the first interpretation to the 

second, and possibly back again, but in fact he seems to have succeeded in 

keeping the peace.            - Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence 
 

 * Our own BCP has eight Eucharistic Prayers (two in Rite I, four in Rite II, and two 

more in “An Order for Eucharist” – pp. 400ff) and four of them use this phrase; two more 

use either ‘sacrifice of praise’ or ‘sacrifice of thanksgiving;’ – the remaining two use the term sacrifice 

but one of them (Prayer D – which is based on Eastern Orthodox forms) applies it to those who 

receive the sacrament. 

† Sin offerings were not eaten but burned up and the remains removed; some others were eaten 

only by the priests, but thank offerings (among the most common kinds) were shared by the offerers 

(in the temple courtyard).   

‡ This is the subject of Article XXXI (BCP, p. 874) 

(Continued from page 12) Sacrifice of Praise and Thanksgiving 

 We would worry less if we praised more.  Thanksgiving is the 

enemy of discontent & dissatisfaction.  ~ Harry Ironside  
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St. Paul’s Mission Committee 
Annual Request for Budget Line Items for Year 2013 

 

“If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily food, and if one of you 

says to them, go in peace, be warmed and be filled, and yet do not give them what is 

necessary for their body, what use is that?  Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being 

by itself.”   James 2:15-17 
 

S aint Paul’s Mission Committee serves the entire parish as a focal point for our 

mission work.  We prepare an annual budget for vestry approval.  Items in this 

budget come from you, the parishioners!  This is your opportunity 

to enhance your personal or family missions with the prayer, 

physical and financial support of the entire parish! 
 

As a sponsor of your Christian based organization, you are 

asked to complete the form at the end of this article.  Additionally, 

you are expected to submit a “Sword Points” article.  This is your 

opportunity to “put a face” on what we as a parish are supporting. 
 

We invite your active participation in this budgeting process as 

well as your involvement with St. Paul’s Mission Committee.  We 

meet first Thursday, monthly 7:30 in the Guild Room. 
 

If you have any questions regarding this process, please contact a member of the mission 

committee:  Barbara DeAnzeris, Lois Hunt, Bill Schrull, Joyce Sarver, Bonnie Wanzer, Don 

Winkley. 
 

Mission Organization:_____________________ 

Persons requesting prayer, physical or financial support ____________________________ 
 

Our task is to sponsor those missions that are: 

 Christ Centered 

 Meet the basic needs of our neighbors 

Have a strong base of existing personal support by more than one St. Paul’s parish 

members. 
 

Briefly describe the purpose or scope of the mission or organization:  

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

Is it Christian based, to spread the Good News of Jesus Christ?  

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

To what extent do you recommend St Paul’s should offer support? 

Prayer Needs:  ____________________ 

Financial Support:  $_______________ 

Physical Assistance: ______________ 
 

Any other pertinent information for committee consideration. 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

Kindly return this form to the Mission Committee by October 29, 2012. 
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 † Properly Property 
 

Property Committee Report for September 

T he State of Connecticut completed a 

Water Systems Sanitary Survey of 

St. Paul’s  on August 31.  A compliance 

report was issued citing no faults, but did 

recommend installing a dedicated sampling 

tap to take samples.  Arrangements to install 

said tap are underway. 

Mitchell Oil has serviced both furnace 

burners and replaced both fireboxes.  These 

efforts are estimated to significantly increase 

in the amount of warmth distribution 

throughout the classroom wing this winter. 

Our septic fields were pumped out on 

September 17.  We should be good for 

another two years. 

The stone wall outside the vesting room 

next to the exterior door has begun weeping 

through the stones again.  We are looking for 

a clear exterior sealant to apply. 

V&V Woodworking has been contacted 

to finish the drip 

molding above the 

front door and 

repair the bottom 

kick plate on the 

other door. 

Both water 

heaters were 

inspected by the 

insurance company 

for the State of 

Connecticut on September 7.  We will be 

receiving an invoice for the inspection along 

with compliance certificates that are to be 

attached to the exterior of the water heaters. 

Pam Szen has provided the Property 

Committee with the “Garden List.”  This list 

identifies who has graciously volunteered to 

care for certain areas around our property.  

Our intent is to identify additional property 

areas that are in need of some TLC and 

solicit our fellow Parishioners to support the 

effort in time for the spring season.  

Doug Melody has locked us in with 

Mitchell Oil for the fixed rate of $3.49 per 

gallon for this year versus the floating rate 

we were on for the last four years (never paid 

less than $3.50). 

All gutters have either been cleaned or 

will be cleaned by the end of October. 

A big “Thank You” to Larry Wanzer for 

painting the stalls in the Women’s Bathroom. 

The door hinges on the exterior doors to 

the Parish Hall have disintegrated to the 

point of coming loose.  Bill Mayers has 

agreed to look into this challenge for us. 

The cracks in the parking lot will require 

sealing to prevent serious damage and early 

failure of the asphalt.  Joe Bernardo will lead 

the effort to obtain estimates for spring 

repairs. 

The next Property Committee meeting 

will be on Thursday, November 1st at 7:30.  

All are welcome! 

YIC, Mike Chengeri 
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 

such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 

..…All Saint’s, West Cornwall; St. James’s, West Hartford; St. John’s, West Hartford; St. 

Paul’s Mission of the Deaf, West Hartford 

…..Dot Blake, convalescing from a stroke at Filosa in Danbury. 

…..Marvin Self, healing of his kidneys. 

…..Ministries with older adults. 

…..Doug Azzarito, healing of blood cancer. 

…..Paul Estok, healing of his broken leg. 

…..Peace in the Middle East. 

…..Joan Kirner, complete healing of pneumonia. 

…..Cy Dennerlein, recovering from a fall. 

…..Barbara Kast, continued healing of her back. 

…..Peggy Bauer, a miracle of healing. 

…..Ginny Beck for  healing for bulging neck disc and relief from pain 

…..Barbara Hock, healing of her back. 

…..Ralph DeAngelis, successful acceptance of his heart transplant. 

…..Randy Altemus, healing of blood clots. 

…..David Wilson, strength, peace and a miracle of healing as he battles brain cancer. 

…..David Palmer, continued strength and peace as he recovers. 

…..Bill Mayers’ daughter, Kathleen for recovery from a heart condition. 

…..Walter Biscardi, a miracle of healing, the Lord's loving presence to surround him and 

his family. 

…..Kelly & Tim Malloy, their children and their team, safety and discernment in their 

ministry in Jos, Nigeria. 

…..Tom Balash, strength and mobility. 

…..a job for Mary Ellen. 

…..Kay Tucker who is undergoing chemotherapy for cancer, a miracle of healing. 

…..Michael for-protection in Afghanistan, in the service. 

…..Louise Taylor, healing and strength. 

…..Joe Hock, for healing of his double vision and dizziness. 
 

Prayer can never be in excess.       ~ C. H. Spurgeon 

†  The Rector’s Forum 
 

A dult Education meets each Sunday from 9:30-10:15am in the Guild 

Room and is led by Fr. Shepley.  "The Rector's Forum," has 

started an in-depth study of the Book of Genesis.  With Tara Shepley 

assisting, this class will bring participants deep into the Word of God, verse by 

verse, further extending our parish mission of "Transforming Lives Through Jesus Christ." 

†  Happy Birthday to You! 

C arl Albert Chaleski & Carl Chaleski celebrate today!  Friday is 

the big day for Jim Castronova & Rich Emmett.  Carolyn 

O’Hara & Rachel O’Hara will be expecting your card on Sunday.  

Jennifer Friedly will be blowing out candles on Tuesday.  Ann Allen, 

Glenn Hofsess & Gretchen Barbieri will be opening presents on Wednesday.  

Have a blessed day each one of you! 
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†  Photo Contest for November Sword of the Spirit 

C alling all photographers!  We are looking for a cover 

photo for our next monthly Sword.  Have fun, be 

creative.  The deadline is October 23rd.  Send your pictures to 

stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

†  This Sunday’s Readings 
 

Relationship with God 

 
Job 23:1-9, 16-17 

I n the continuing saga the much-besieged Job longs for a divine court from which he 

might seek redress and justice.  He casts about on every side for God, but is met with 

a devastating absence of God’s presence.  Though this reflection comes as a response to 

Job’s accusatory “friend” Eliphaz, it is in the nature of an interior monologue as his distress 

mounts and he is subjected to a pervading sense of isolation.  Job believes in God’s justice, 

but is so bereft of any signs of its dawning that he thinks he would prefer 

entire darkness. 

 Psalm 22:1-15 

 A Psalm of lamentation and a plea for deliverance by one who feels 

deserted and pressed in on every side. 

 Hebrews 4:12-16 

 The reading reminds us that the Lord’s word is active, probing the 

human heart and all creation, while we can yet boldly approach God’s 

throne because Jesus, our great high priest, has known our weaknesses 

and temptations.  The first statement is a warning: God’s word, which God has spoken at the 

creation, through the scriptures, and personally in Jesus, is everywhere and makes judgment.  

But we now have a heavenly high priest, our brother, who knows all about our life, and 

helps us to find God’s mercy.  The insistence that Jesus was without sin relies not on 

extensive knowledge of what he did not do, but on the memory of his positive dedication to 

God’s will. 

Mark 10:17-31 

In the gospel Jesus counsels a man to sell all for the benefit of the poor and follow him, 

and he then teaches how hard it is for those with riches to enter the kingdom.  Disciples who 

now surrender much will receive back all manner of new relationships in the age to come.  

Jesus first refuses to let himself be called good since that description belongs to God alone.  

He then finds that the man has tried to live out his duties toward his neighbors in response to 

divine love.  But the decision 

for discipleship must go 

beyond this.  If the heart is 

divided by desires for worldly 

security, there is no way one 

can enter into the kingdom’s 

loving justice.  Yet by the 

power of God people can be 

converted and saved. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

  Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings 

will be available at the back of the church. 

Hebrews 4:12 
 

The word of God is living 

and active, sharper than any two-

edged sword 

mailto:st.paulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=January%20Cover%20Photo
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp23_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp23_RCL.html#response
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp23_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp23_RCL.html#GOSPEL


18  

 

  

 

Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

 

 

 †  The Humor of Jesus 
 

A gambler died.  The funeral was well attended by his professional friends.  In 

the eulogy, the minister said: “Spike is not dead; he only sleeps.”  From the rear of 

the chapel a man shouted: “I got a hundred that says he’s dead.” 
 

Seriously, Lighten Up Folks! 
 

R eligion is a rich target for humor and provides grist for the best of jokes.  Yet 

we don’t often associate humor with the Bible, the source of our religion. 

Because humor is such a fundamental aspect of the good inhuman nature, there can 

be little doubt that Jesus had a healthy dose of it.  Humor can be a powerful vehicle for 

making important points and the Gospels show Jesus used it liberally.  Some humor or 

wit is, of course, lost in language, age, or cultural translation - especially puns and plays 

on words.  But most of Christ’s humor translates well if we look at it with fresh eyes. 

A little four-year old was being read to by his dad from the seventh chapter of 

Matthew’s Gospel.  Dad was reading along quite seriously when his son began to 

snicker and then broke out laughing.  The boy laughed because he saw in his mind the 

preposterous picture of a man with a big beam in his eye trying to find a speck in 

another person’s eye.  The little fellow understood perfectly that the human eye is not 

large enough to have a beam in it and the idea struck him as 

ludicrously funny.  His dad, so familiar with the passage, failed to 

respond to humor in an unexpected place. 

 Is it because we’ve become so familiar with Jesus’ teaching 

illustrations that they fail to bring a smile?  We have all read about 

(Continued on page 19) 

† It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks Sword 

Points: 

Chris Barrett, Mike Chengeri, Drew 

Crocker, Lynne Donnelly, Rick Falci, 

Carol Farro, Bill Loring, Heather Melody, 

Beth Miller, Patrick O’Connors, Lori 

O’Hara, Linda Pendergast,  Kirsten 

Peterson, Joe Shepley, David Szen and 

Pam Szen.  

https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000428757685
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Vespers 
Sundays 6:00 pm 

 

putting a camel through the eye of a needle, 

straining at a gnat and swallowing a camel, men 

being whitewashed, tombs full of rot, washing the 

outside of a cup and leaving the crud inside, 

Pharisees screwing up their faces to look painfully 

religious.  People who heard them for the first time 

probably smiled.  Picture a guy greedily chomping 

down a smelly camel, hoofs, humps and all - with 

the camels’ big fat lips and yellow teeth hanging 

from the idiots’ mouth! 

If we could have been in the crowd listening to 

Jesus’ colorful, outrageously incongruous, and 

humorous word pictures powering home his message, I think we would have laughed.  But 

these are now quiet words on a worn, marked-up Bible page and have become like street 

signs we pass every day on the way to work, no longer noticed or read; they become so 

extremely familiar that the words become like old coins in which the edges have been worn 

smooth and the engravings have become almost indistinguishable. 

Perhaps we need to reset our minds to approach Scripture with fresh eyes, a lightness of 

spirit, a new alertness to detail, and a savvy of human nature on display in all the settings of 

real people Scripture presents.  I think we would catch more of what we have previously 

missed. 

The Bible is full of irony, wit, double entendre, paradox, epigrams, incongruity, 

hyperbole, absurdity, verbal subtleties, indirection, clever turns of phrases, and pungency of 

speech.  The Bible says God laughs (Ps 59:8) and we can be sure that the Son in his image 

did as well.  Many have bought into the false stereotype of a Jesus who was always 

sorrowful, pious appearing, mild in manner, endlessly patient, grave in speech and serious 

almost to the point of dourness.  In fact, he lost his patience when put past his limit when 

(Continued from page 18) 

(Continued on page 20) 
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tolerance ceased to be a virtue (Mt 17:17; Lk 13:6-9); and there was nothing mild about his 

teaching which at times excited listeners to want to kill him. 

While his last weeks of ministry reflected his sorrowful anticipation of suffering and 

leaving his friends and family, the rest of his ministry is characterized by his joyful 

interaction with people.  The pious Pharisees accused him and his disciples of being party 

animals - lots of banqueting, laughing, eating and drinking.  His first miracle at a wedding 

wasn’t turning the party into a wake, but pouring kegs of new wine into it to keep it going.  

Do we suppose Jesus and his fellows were invited because they were wet blankets sure to 

dampen or sour the festivities? 

 Jesus lets Levi throw him a huge banquet with all Levi’s tax-collector buddies invited 

(Lk 5 27-39).  The happy party causes the Pharisees to criticize, posture 

and talk of fasting and prayer.  Jesus responds with humor, sarcasm, a 

parable, and then a sigh that despite his presentation of truth they, like 

fools, will stick with their old ways. 

 Jesus’ humor could be sharp and earthy at times like when he said, 

and this is a Westby paraphrase, “the lawyers and Pharisees are full of 

crap!” Check out the setting in Mark 7.  Jesus is speaking openly of the 

fact of evacuation and that what come out of the body after eating is what 

is unclean.  Unrepentant men are full of spiritually unclean stuff that 

comes out of them like bowel movements.  Jesus taught in figures and 

parables nearly all the time and approaching them with a prosy literalism 

misses his sly or wry humor. 

 Nathanael liked to rib Phillip over his being taken in by Jesus saying, 

“Nazareth!  Can anything good come from there?”  When Jesus finally 

meets Nathanael he has a come back for him: “Behold, an Israelite 

indeed, in whom is no guile!”  Of course, Jacob was the father of the 

Israelites and his name meant “full of guile” or “deceiver.”  With a touch 

of sarcasm Jesus is saying, “Well, I declare, we’ve found the first guile-

less son of Jacob!” 

 Picture the setting for Jesus’ quick repartee with the Syrophoenician 

woman who interrupted his meal (Mk 7 24-30).  He blends ethnic humor 

and a playful challenge to this gentile kneeling at his feet.  She rolls with his humor (yes, 

humor can be present amid serious matters), and as we say today, “she flipped it back at 

him.”  Jesus must have smiled as he immediately granted her request. 

Nearing the end of his ministry, Jesus renamed Simon with a nickname which would 

translate today to “Rocky.”  At the time it was like nicknaming a fat guy, “slim.”  You could 

see the disciples smiling.  The event took place at Caesarea Philippi (Mt 16:13-20) and Peter 

was then anything but a “Rock.”  Just moments after Peter’s profound insight that Jesus is 

“the Christ” he proceeds to rebuke Jesus on another matter forcing Jesus to now call 

“Rocky” “Satan” for becoming an adversary.  Peter would, in spite of his bravado, later 

prove himself both a coward and a liar - a flip-flopper and anything but a steady “Rock.”  

Nevertheless, what seemed a humorous, incongruous nickname, became for Peter in the 

days following a renaming to live up to and a critical role to assume in the nascent church.  

With God’s help he did live up to his name and became the rock Jesus knew he could.  

There was purpose to Jesus’ wit. 

In his book, The Humor of Christ, Dr. Elton Trueblood examines in detail thirty 

humorous passages in the Synoptic Gospels.  I had looked for this old book for years finally 

finding a copy and giving two messages on the topic over the Virtual Church network.  

There are a several other books and scholarly articles on biblical humor, but his focuses just 

on Christ. 

You and I know that the speakers we most like to listen to are those who have weighty 

things to say and can say them in ways that rivet our attention, reach both our intellect and 

(Continued from page 19) 

(Continued on page 21) 
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emotion, and can season their words with appropriate 

humor.  Jesus must have been a very effective, 

captivating speaker yet we have nothing that he actually 

wrote.  Nevertheless, his disciples could recall his stories, 

parables, and teachings with such vivid clarity they could 

reconstruct his message from memory.  Amazing.  And I 

think his various uses of humor helped imbed his 

teachings in their minds.  Good preaching is memorable. 

Even the morose and peevish John Calvin (known for 

burning opponents at the stake) had to admit in his 

Institutes of the Christian Religion (III: 19:9): “We are 

nowhere forbidden to laugh, or to be satisfied with food, 

…or to be delighted with music, or to drink wine.”  

Thanks Calvin, we needed your permission. 

Humor celebrates the goodness of God, the world 

God created, and the life God gives.  It is an accepted 

fact of medicine that humor is good for our physical 

health and is usually the best way in coping with the 

trials and disasters that come our way.  A guy feeling frustrated over his family’s financial 

troubles joked that “it seems the only ones who can make a deposit on a new car are the 

pigeons.”  If we aren’t careful we can let circumstances suck the joy right out of us.  Humor 

can lighten the load. 

Too many religious folk are so sober and sour they repel people rather than draw them.  

Legalists have a great eye for criticism, but a dull ear for wit.  Because humor requires a 

somewhat “playful” disposition and a willingness (at least temporarily) to suspend all 

seriousness, many people - especially those with strong and well-defined religious beliefs - 

may be reluctant to give up their trademark seriousness. 

The New Jerusalem Bible translates Colossians 4:6: “Talk to them agreeably and with a 

flavor of wit (“seasoned with salt,” RSV), and try to fit your answers to the needs of each 

one.”  Greek comic writers used the verb artyo, meaning “to season,” as seasoning with the 

salt of wit.  Of course humor can get too “salty” and like other good things become 

degenerated.  Funny need not be filthy. 

When times are tough, Paul says stand firm and “Rejoice in the Lord always.  I will say it 

again: Rejoice! (Phil 4:4)  Humor is a key component of joy.  Jesus said to stop dwelling on 

the evils all around and borrowing potential troubles from tomorrow (the normal daily dose 

is quite enough, he wryly observed), rather 

borrow hope and joy from seeking the Kingdom 

of God (see Mt 6:33-34).  The Christian walk 

should be a joyful one. 

There is plenty in life to smile and laugh about.  

A forgiven man walks lightly upon the earth and 

with childlike freshness is quick to smile, quick 

to see and think the best of others, and easily 

brought to laughter.  He is hopeful of the future, 

confident of who he is, and able to lift up and 

bear the burdens of others. 

Our lives are made better by genuine religion 

and genuine humor.  In the teaching of the great 

Rabbi from Nazareth, the two forms are 

conjoined. 

 

--Ken Westby 

(Continued from page 20) 


