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Sword Points 
Transforming 

Lives 
Through 

Jesus 

†  The Flock Is On The Move 

T he flock has been busy this past week.  From where we left them last week at 

the Shepley’s, we understand that they migrated almost to the state line 

before landing in the front yard of the Melody home last Thursday evening.  “I was 

just sitting down to eat when I heard loud flapping and squawking out front” says our 

Sexton, Doug.  Apparently dinner was quite tasty, and the flock hung around for the 

weekend.  They even created an obstacle course to keep Andrew entertained for a few 

hours on Saturday.  

 From there we found them perched on the 

front lawn of the Okwuka family.  We thought 

they might stay for the week, but it seems that 

flamingos don’t dribble the ball very well so 

Venus sent them on their way!  The picture 

above is from our Organist and Choirmaster 

who found a flock in her front yard on her way 

to class Wednesday morning.  Kirsten took a 

moment to have one fitted for a choir robe – it 

seems we’ll have 25 new altos singing Lessons 

& Carols this year!! 

C:/Documents and Settings/Gail Winkley/My Documents/Acolytes
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†  Widow’s Friend Ministry at St. Paul’s Quilters 

C ome to the St. Paul’s Quilters meeting this Saturday.  There will be an open house 

and sale of fine silk tapestries and needle arts supplied by a nonprofit charitable 

organization called The Widow's Friend, a program of Friends of Bangladesh/USA that 

serves widowed and destitute women in Bangladesh - "the poorest of the poor."  There 

will be a chance to do some Christmas shopping. 

†  Flamingo Sales Continue! 
 

I t’s not too late to join in on all this fun, and there’s no need to wait until you’re 

flocked to participate.  Simply stop by the “You’ve Been Flocked” table at coffee 

hour this week, and we’ll get you signed up to send the flock to a friend. 

What happens if the flamingos show up at 

your door?  Don’t worry, flamingos are very 

migratory and rarely stay in any one place more 

than 48-72 hours.  If they do make an 

appearance in your yard, one of our migration 

experts will be by shortly to help them move 

along their way.  In fact, for a small $10 

donation, you can even tell us where the flock 

heads to next! 

No Flamingos At My House Please! 

If you’d prefer to not take the chance of 

having the flock migrate to your estate, please 

ask one of our licensed insurance professionals, 

downstairs during coffee hour, how you can purchase Term Flamingo Insurance which 

can offer you peace of mind in a time of migratory unrest. 

 † This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

 Thur., Oct. 18 -                    St. Luke, Evangelist 

   7:30 pm - Healing Team, Guild Room 

   7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

 Fri., Oct. 19 -  - Diocese of Connecticut Annual Convention 

 Sat., Oct. 20 -  - Diocese of Connecticut Annual Convention 

   7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

   10:00 am - St. Paul’s Quilters, Parish Hall 

   2:00 pm - House of Prayer 

 Sun., Oct. 21 -           Twenty First Sunday after Pentecost 

   8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

   9:15 am - Young Adult Bible Study, Youth Lounge 

   9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

   4:30 pm - Youth Group 

   6:00 pm - Vespers 

   7:00 pm - Young Adult Program 

 Tue., Oct. 23 -                    St. James of Jerusalem 

   9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

   7:00 pm - Grief Group 

 Wed., Oct. 24 - 10:00 am - Holy Eucharist and Healing 

 Thu., Oct. 25 - 7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary  
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†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“For the Son of Man did not come to be 

served, but to serve and to give his life as a 

ransom for many.”      (Mark 10:45) 
 

J esus came on this earth to serve.  Anyone 

who wishes to follow Him must also be 

willing to give time, talent and treasure to serve 

God’s people, just as Jesus gave His very life for 

us.  True disciples are true stewards, giving 

service and sacrifice, just as Jesus taught us to 

do. 

†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

October 18th 
 

St. Luke, The Evangelist 
 

L uke was a Gentile, a physician, and one of Paul’s fellow 

missionaries in the early spread of Christianity through the 

Roman world.  He has been identified as the writer of both the 

Gospel which bears his name, and its sequel, the 

Acts of the Apostles.  He had apparently not known 

Jesus, but was clearly much inspired by hearing about him from those who 

had known him. 

 Luke wrote in Greek, so that Gentiles might learn about the Lord, whose 

life and deeds so impressed him.  In the first chapter of his Gospel, he makes 

clear that he is offering authentic knowledge about Jesus’ birth, ministry, 

death, and resurrection.  The Gospel is not a full biography - none of the 

Gospels are - but a history of salvation. 

  Only Luke provides the very familiar stories of the annunciation to 

Mary, of her visit to Elizabeth, of the child in the manger, the angelic host 

appearing to shepherds, and the meeting with the aged Simeon.  Luke 

includes in his work six 

miracles and eighteen parables 

not recorded in the other Gospels.  In Acts he 

tells about the coming of the Holy Spirit, the 

struggles of the apostles and their triumphs 

over persecution, of their preaching of the 

Good News, and the conversion and baptism of 

other disciples, who would extend the Church 

in future years. 

Luke was with Paul apparently until the 

latter’s martyrdom in Rome.  What happened to 

Luke after Paul’s death is unknown.  Early 

tradition has it that he wrote his Gospel in 

Greece, and that he died at the age of eighty-

four in Boeotia.  Gregory of Nazianzus says 

that Luke was martyred, but this testimony is doubted by most scholars.  In the fourth 

century, the Emperor Constantius ordered the supposed relics of Luke to be removed from 

Boeotia to Constantinople, where they could be venerated by pilgrims. 

In the first book, O Theophilus, I have 

dealt with all that Jesus began to do and 

teach, until the day when He was taken up, 

after He had given commandment through 

the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom He 

had chosen. To them He presented 

himself alive after His Passion by many 

proofs, appearing to them during forty 

days, and speaking of the kingdom of God.  
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St. Paul’s OWN 

Oct 21st  -  Youth Group 4:30-7 pm 

Oct 28th  -  Youth Group 3:00-7 pm 

Nov 4th  -  Youth Group 4:30-7 pm 

Nov 11th  -  Youth Group 4:30-7 pm 

   

   

   

OOO   utwardlyutwardlyutwardly   

WWW   itnessingitnessingitnessing   

thethethe   
   

NNN   ewsewsews! 

O n Sunday, October 28th from 4 - 6 pm St Paul’s OWN will be 

having its 2nd annual and first ever Trunk or Treat!  We’re 

anticipating no snow this year, and we’re ready for an awesome time.  The 

youth have been busy planning some fun events for the kids who come to the 

event, but we need your help to make this a success.  There are three ways to 

help out: 
 

Be a Trunk!  We’re looking for 30 cars to be decked out for the season 

with their trunks popped open and ready to dish out some treats to the kids 

coming through.  You can decorate your trunk in standard “seasonal” attire 

such as black and orange streamers & balloons.  Or you could decorate for a 

theme such as a luau or jungle animals.  Trunking cars should bring enough 

candy for about 100 kids. 
 

Come setup!  We’ll need help for about an hour before the event to set 

up game stations, help direct ‘trunk’ cars into their spaces and help direct 

traffic for the visiting “treaters” during the event. 

Donate Candy!  The Youth Group is 

planning activity stations for all the kids who 

attend and we’d love extra candy to hand out 

as prizes.  If you aren’t able to help out in 

person that day, please consider donating a 

bag or two of individually wrapped candy that 

can be handed out. 
 

Finally, please help spread the word!  Kids 

up to grade 4 are invited both from St. Paul’s 

and the community.  

http://www.facebook.com/StPaulsOWN
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†  2013 Summer Mission Fundraising 

A mid all this talk about fundraising for the summer mission trip, some 

of you are probably wondering “what is all this for?” 

Next July, our High School Youth Group will be headed to Onancock, VA 

for a week of serving.  We will be working on local home improvement projects 

and serving with children’s mission programs.  Last week the youth going on 

the trip, along with their parents, committed to a goal of raising 100% of the 

funds for this trip through fundraising efforts.  With 16 youth, and 4 adults 

attending, that brings the total cost of the trip to $9,000!  It’s a tall order, but 

we’re already well on our way there. 

If you want to know how the efforts are going, you can check the new 

fundraising board in the youth lounge, or check back with Sword Points and 

we’ll have periodic updates on our efforts.  Before the flamingo fundraiser 

began, we had already raised $2,845.00 Thank you to all of you who have 

supported us thus far! 
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†  Prayer for Election Season 
A Prayer for the Human Family: 

 

O  God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through Jesus your Son: 

Look with compassion on the whole human family; take away the arrogance and 

hatred which infect our hearts; break down the walls that separate us; unite us in bonds of 

love; and work through our struggle and confusion to accomplish your purposes on earth; 

that, in your good time, all nations and races may serve you in harmony around your 

heavenly throne; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

from the Book of Common Prayer, 1979. 

Mail…..Send us photos and info about your travels, your home group, your pets, your 

sports teams to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

Don’t throw out those soda cans or water bottles! 

W hen you are here at St. Paul’s please look for this recycle bin in the 

kitchen for your used soda cans or water bottles.  If you would like 

to drop off your soda cans or water bottles from home they can be placed 

here too!  The return money will be used to help support your St. Paul’s 

Youth Group.  Thank You! 

Pack your skis and snowboots! 

I t’s time to get ready for our winter retreat to Monadnock Bible Conference.  We had 

an awesome time last year, and this year should be even better.  We are planning our 

weekend for Jan 18th-20th.  School is closed that Monday for MLK holiday, so there will be 

time for homework when we’re back!  The trip is open to all youth grades 6-12.  If you 

want to attend, please bring a $50 deposit to the church and give it to one of the youth 

leaders. Checks should be made out to St Paul’s with MBC on the memo line. 

We also need to know the t-shirt size for each youth attending.  Please let us know 

when you register! 

http://bcponline.org
mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
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†  Blessing of Animals 
 

Last Sunday’s Blessing of the Animals was strictly for the 

dogs.  About a dozen canines showed up to be blessed by Fr. 

Shepley & Fr. Loring.  Everyone was well-behaved and had an 

enjoyable time.  Sadly the 

Szen’s 16-year-old 

Bichon, named Joegi, died 

the next day.  But not before 

making one final friend with 

the youngest puppy, Gunner, 

pictured below. 

Blessing of the Animals 
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By Pam Szen 

 

 

Via Dolorosa 
 

T he Via Dolorosa, the 

road Jesus walked 

from the place of Pontius 

Pilate’s sentencing to 

Golgotha, means 

“way of sorrows” 

or “way of grief.” 

For many Christian 

pilgrims to Jerusalem, 

walking along the 

path Jesus took on 

the way to his 

crucifixion is the 

most important and 

meaningful thing they do while in the city; it is a pilgrimage taken by Christians 

of many denominations.  Today, visitors walk the same path where the stories of 

Jesus became sacred landmarks - the Stations of the Cross.  On our final day in 

Jerusalem, we walked along this route. 

The Via Dolorosa begins near the Lions' Gate in the Muslim Quarter, near the location of 

the former Antonia Fortress, and ends at the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in the Christian 

Quarter.  It travels through busy streets filled with people and shops making it a challenge to 

pray and contemplate along the way.  But, we do our best at our devotions. 

There are fourteen stations, all marked with a plaque.  The first is the Praetorium, where 

Pilate condemned Jesus.  A convent now stands over a small part of this huge fortress.  In its 

basement are ancient stone slabs known as the Gabata, or stone pavement.  Beneath the 

pavement is a gigantic water cistern built by Herod the Great, which might have quenched 

the thirst of the Roman soldiers who taunted Jesus.  West of this area is the Ecce Homo 

Arch, where Pilate identified Jesus to the crowd saying "Ecco 

homo" ("Behold the man").  The arch is part of a gate dating from 

Emperor Hadrian's time. 

 Station 2 is where Jesus took up his cross.  This is located across 

the road from the First Station, and where Jesus was beaten by 

Roman soldiers. 

 Station 3 is where Jesus fell the first time under the weight of his 

cross and is marked by a relief sculpture above the door of a small 

Polish chapel; tradition says this event recurred, and it is marked by 

stations two more times. 

(Continued on page 11) 

†  Israel 2012   

L ast year Fr. Joe & Tara 

and our rector 

emeritus Fr. Crocker toured 

the Holy Land.  This past April 

Dave & Pam Szen completed 

the same trip and are planning 

a pilgrimage to Israel for our 

parish for 2013.  Each week 

Pam is writing a summary of 

their journey in Sword Points. 

http://www.sacred-destinations.com/israel/jerusalem
http://www.sacred-destinations.com/israel/jerusalem-church-of-holy-sepulchre
http://www.goisrael.com/Tourism_Eng/Tourist%20Information/Christian%20Themes/Details/Pages/The%20Praetorium.aspx?NRMODE=Unpublished


 11 

 

Flights and hotels have been finalized 

for our St. Paul’s trip to Israel 

in April, 2013.   

If you would like to be part of this life-

changing spiritual journey, contact 

David or Pam Szen or send an e-mail to 

StPaulsBrookfield@gmail.com. 

 On the site of these stations today are churches that take their names 

from these events: the Church of the Condemnation and Imposition of the 

Cross; Church of the Flagellation; and, Church of Ecce Homo. 

 Station 4 is where Mary watched her son go by with the cross.  It is 

commemorated at the Armenian Church of Our 

Lady of the Spasm.  Inside the church is a beautiful 

5th-century floor mosaic which includes an outline 

of a pair of sandals said to be Mary's footprints. 

 At Station 5, Simon of Cyrene was forced by 

Roman soldiers to help Jesus carry the cross.  The 

Via Dolorosa turns here and begins to narrow as it 

goes uphill. 

 At the top of the hill is Station 6, where, 

according to a tradition dating from the 14th 

century, St. Veronica wiped Jesus' face with her 

handkerchief, leaving an image of his face 

imprinted on the cloth.  This relic is kept at St. 

Peter's Basilica in Rome.  Station 6 is 

commemorated by the Church of the Holy Face. 

 At Station 7, Jesus fell for a second time.  This 

is marked by a Franciscan chapel built in 1875.  In 

Hadrian’s time, this was the junction of the main 

cardo or north/south road.  The east/west road 

became what is today the Via Dolorosa. 

 Station 8 is across the market street and up the 

steps of Aqabat al-Khanqah, opposite the Station 

VIII Souvenir Bazaar.  A cross and the Greek inscription "NIKA" 

on the wall of the Greek Orthodox Monastery of St. Charalambos 

mark the place where Jesus consoled the lamenting women of 

Jerusalem . 

A rather confusing route and a climb up 28 stone steps leads to 

Station 9 at the Coptic Patriarchate next to the Church of the Holy 

Sepulchre.  Here, a Roman pillar marks the site of Jesus' third fall. 

Stations 10-14 are all inside the Church of the Holy Sepulchre. 

Briefly, the last five stations are as follows: 

Jesus is stripped - top of the stairs to the right outside the 

entrance.  Jesus is nailed to the cross - upstairs just inside the 

entrance, at the Latin Calvary.  Jesus dies on the cross - Rock of 

Golgotha in the Greek Orthodox Calvary.  Jesus is taken down 

from the cross - statue of Our Lady of Sorrows next to the Latin 

Calvary.  Jesus is laid in the tomb - in the edicule on the main floor, 

inside the tiny Chapel of the Holy Sepulchre 

(Continued from page 10) Via Dolorosa 

mailto:StPaulsBrookfield@gmail.com?subject=Israel%202013
http://www.sacred-destinations.com/italy/rome-st-peters-basilica
http://www.sacred-destinations.com/italy/rome-st-peters-basilica
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Jesus never called his 

followers to obtain power.  

To be Christ-like is to 

serve, not dominate!  
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Vespers 
Sundays 6:00 pm 

 
†  This Date on the Church Calendar 

 

October 23rd 
 

St. James of Jerusalem 
 

I n the Gospel according to Matthew and in the Epistle to the 

Galatians, the James whom we commemorate today is called the 

Lord’s brother.  Other writers, following Mark’s tradition, believe him 

to have been a cousin of Jesus.  Certain apocryphal writings speak of 

him as a son of Joseph’s first wife.  Whatever his relationship to Jesus 

- brother, half-brother, or cousin - James was converted after the 

resurrection.  Eventually, he became Bishop of Jerusalem. 

In the first letter to the Corinthians (15:7), Paul says that James 

was favored with a special appearance of the Lord before the ascension.  Later, James dealt 

cordially with Paul at Jerusalem, when the latter came there to meet Peter and the other 

apostles.  During the Council of Jerusalem, when there was disagreement about whether 

Gentile converts should be circumcised, James summed up the momentous decision with 

these words: “My judgment is that we should impose no irksome restrictions on those 

Gentiles who are turning to God” (Acts 15:19). 

Eusebius, quoting from an earlier church history by Hegesippus, declares that James was 

surnamed “the Just.”  He was holy, abstemious, did not cut his hair nor oil his body, and was 

continually on his knees in prayer, interceding for his people.  “As many as came to believe 

did so through James,” says Hegesippus. 

James’ success in converting many to Christ greatly perturbed some factions in 

Jerusalem.  According to Hegesippus, they begged him to “restrain the people, for they have 

gone astray to Jesus, thinking him to be the Messiah ... we bear you witness that you are 

just ... Persuade the people that they do not go astray ... we put our trust in you.”  They then 

set James on the pinnacle of the temple, bidding him to preach to the multitude and turn 

them from Jesus.  James, however, testified for the Lord.  Thereupon, they hurled him from 

the roof to the pavement, and cudgeled him to death. 
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†  Scholarly Speaking 

 

Baptizing Adults 
 

W hen I wrote recently about the Baptism of infants, I mentioned that since 1662 

our Prayer Books have included either a separate service, or provisions in the 

main baptismal rite, for the baptism of adults.  This was provided in response to two 

situations that were arising in the life of the Church at that time: a growing outreach in the 

colonies to Native Americans and Africans (many, but not all being slaves), 

and a ministry to various sects that did not practice infant Baptism (or did not 

use it at all).*  Today there are still missions to largely non-Christian parts of 

the world, and there are still Christian groups that do not baptize at all (e.g. 

the Quakers) or do not baptize infants (e.g. Baptists, Adventists, and many 

charismatic churches), but increasingly we also have an unchurched 

population including many who are residually Christian but who choose not 

to ‘impose’ baptism on their children.† 

At our last Brookfield clergy meeting we got into a brief discussion of adult baptism, 

with one of our number reporting that in a study of evangelism she had been told 

that adult baptisms were a good measure of effective outreach (though, of course, 

it does not take into account the unchurched who were baptized but with little or 

no further Christian training).   At least one of us had never baptized an adult, 

and I do not recall that anyone reported more than one or two instances.‡  

Perhaps there is a real message to our churches that we should be more actively 

involved in reaching out to this growing unchurched population. 

 One warning, however, about adult baptism.  In most of the more traditional 

Christian churches, including not only Anglicans and Roman Catholics but also Lutherans, 

the Eastern Churches, and many ‘mainline’ denominations, there is a clear understanding 

that Baptism – at any age – actually conveys character to the subjects, making them children 

of God, and it is, therefore, not to be repeated.  Unfortunately many of the ‘Believer’s 

Baptism’ Churches will insist on rebaptizing anyone whose original baptism did not meet 

their standards (whether of age, amount of water, or being within their church).  Further 

some evangelists seem to promote (re)baptism simply as a general 

expression of commitment without regard to past status.  This in 

effect means the repudiation of the original baptism and should be 

resisted unless one is conscientiously convinced that the original 

baptism was actually invalid.  More than one Episcopalian has told 

me of being rebaptized (usually by immersion) and though I stifle it, 

my inward reaction is to say, “You did WHAT!”§  I am sure they 

lacked the actual intent to deny the previous gifts of the Spirit that would have made this 

actual sin; but in theory I can only see it as a form of blasphemy (in the sense of speaking ill 

of what God has done). 

 It seems clear to me that the Scriptures and Tradition both 

point to a practice of baptizing new Christians, whether they 

became such by adult conversion, by being the child of a new 

convert, or by being born into a Christian family.  Our goal 

should be to bring these new Christians to baptism, not to 

interfere with those already baptized into Christ. 

- Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence  

 * The Quaker, William Penn, was born to an Anglican 

family and baptized at All Hallows by the Tower in London.  

Later, when that parish acquired a new font the old one was 

sent to Philadelphia and installed in Christ Church there.  His 

son, John, became an Anglican as an adult and was baptized in 

the same font, which is still in use. 

(Continued on page 15) 

One Lord, 

One Faith, 

One Baptism. 
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† Since the baptism of children calls for a commitment by the parents and sponsors to 

raise the child in the faith, this is probably the more moral choice.  

‡ Counting adult as 18 or over, I can remember 

officiating at two and being present at four or five more 

– but that is over a period of nearly fifty years. 

§ My wife and I both knew a priest who was 

occasionally heard saying this loudly while hearing 

confessions – presumably something surprising was 

being confessed. 

(Continued from page 14) Baptizing Adults 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love


16  

 

†  Safe Church Training - Fall Schedule 
 

Basic training - More info here, with registration links  11/17 

St. Francis', Stamford. 
 

Recertification (laity) - More info here w/registration links  

10/27 Sat. 9-11:30 a.m. St. Mark's, Storrs; 11/3 Sat. 9-11:30 

a.m. St. Matthew's, Wilton. 

†  Where Did You Go to Church Last Sunday? 
 

A ctually, this 

time it’s 

”Where are you 

going to church next 

week.”  Please keep 

Fr. Joe in your 

prayers as he visits 

The Benedictine 

Abbey of Christ In 

the Desert monastery 

in Abiquiu, New 

Mexico from October 22nd-27th, where he will fast, pray, attend daily worship services and 

receive spiritual direction.  Click on the picture for more info.    

“You are not 

your own, for 

you were 

bought with a 

price.  So glorify 

God in your 

body.” 

(1 Cor. 6:19-20) 
 

T his Sunday will be the first gathering of the new young adult group.  The group is 

open to anyone age 18 - 40ish.  We know the term ‘young’ is relative to everyone, 

so if you’re anywhere from a student in college to just settling into adulthood, just gotten 

married, or just starting (or thinking about starting) your family, this group may be right for 

you.  For those with little ones, the Sr. High Youth Group will provide child care while we 

gather.  The group will meet every other week from 7-8pm on Sundays.  

If you are planning on attending and need child care, please email Patrick O’Connors. 

oconnorspatrick@gmail.com 

†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   
   

L ooking at the account from Mark of "The Rich Young Ruler," Fr. Shepley 

addresses two points: all things are God's, and our response to Jesus' love is 

vital in light of this truth.  Stewardship and giving follow these two points with 

an application on the meaning of true wealth.  To replay or watch Fr. Shepley’s 

sermon, follow this link for The Sunday Sermons. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001eXBoP2u2aRi8FzOShKoEjdHNQ_-oBTKt_K_1wBlhkcX-w73bzwWnNvPF2xA7iqBU_JNA_ZtfnRtHsagTcpiXdmlXdkdM4HKDhr8pDK-zMEk8F1hsGRAd2_KVao_5xapCEFzJwo5-O8mY5jrxdR6sLQ0zzISAwW7UHOtInrYOxcm8OihgSZ_o-g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001eXBoP2u2aRi8FzOShKoEjdHNQ_-oBTKt_K_1wBlhkcX-w73bzwWnNvPF2xA7iqBU_JNA_ZtfnRtHsagTcpiXdmlXdkdM4HKDhr8pDK-zMEk8F1hsGRAd2_KVao_5xapCEFzJwo5-O8mY5jrxdR6sLQ0zzISAwW7UHOtInrYOxcm8OihgSZ_o-g==
mailto:oconnorspatrick@gmail.com
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
http://christdesert.org/
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 †  October Vestry Meeting, Parish Hall Scheduled for Renovations 

October 10th, 2012 
 

OPENING: Fr. Shepley opened the 

meeting with prayer at 7:30.  Fr. Shepley 

gave a devotional on near death experiences 

and the promise of heaven  from the Bible. 
 

APPROVAL OF SEPTEMBER 

VESTRY MINUTES: There was one 

amendment to the September minutes: Fr. 

Shepley’s salary increase will begin in 

October of 2012, not November.  The 

September  minutes were approved as 

amended. 
 

TREASURER’s REPORT (Ken 

Kumerle): Net income for 2012 is a negative 

$27,560, which is an improvement over last 

year at this time when the figure was 

($39,400).  Giving is up this year, but 

expenses are up as well. 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: The Mission 

Committee reports that payments  are on 

target for 2012.  We 

will again be doing 

Thanksgiving baskets 

and the Giving Tree 

for our neighbors at the 

holidays.  The 

Salvation Army kettle 

program will begin in 

December.  Requests 

for mission giving 

from sponsors are due by November 1st.  The 

Property Committee reports that the State of 

CT completed a survey of our water and 

found no faults.  Both furnaces have been 

serviced and the fire boxes have been 

replaced.  These efforts will significantly 

increase the warmth distribution throughout 

the classroom wing.  Our septic was pumped 

out in September.  Both water heaters were 

inspected.  We have locked in a fixed price 

for oil this winter.  All gutters will be 

cleaned by the end of October.  Thank you to 

Larry Wanzer for painting the stalls in the 

men’s bathroom. 
 

RECTOR’s REPORT: Covenant Sunday 

will be on October 28th.  Our new sign for in 

front of the church is in & will be installed 

when the new service time sign is ready.  Fr. 

Shepley will be away on October 21st for 

Parents Day at his sons’ school and will be 

on retreat October 22nd to 26th in Abiquiu, 

New Mexico.  Vespers is growing.  Youth 

Group is going well. 
 

OLD BUSINESS: There is progress on the 

Parish Hall renovations.  Architects are 

scheduled to come in & walk through in 

preparation for presentations to the building 

committee and then the Vestry in some 

fashion.  The hope is to begin the actual 

project at the beginning of the summer of 

2013. 
 

NEW BUSINESS: The treasurer will 

create a line item for contributions to the 

building fund to be available for those who 

wish to make contributions in the 2012 

calendar year and beyond. 

VBS will be held in conjunction with the 

Brookfield Ecumenical VBS as our Parish 

Hall will be out of use next summer.  Ken 

Kumerle will be stepping down as treasurer 

at the end of the year.  Pray for someone to 

come forward as interim treasurer. 
 

CLOSING: After a time of prayer, the 

meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer at 

8:21. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Lois Hunt, Clerk of the Vestry 

"The church is not supposed to be a society of perfect people doing great work.  It's a 

society of foreign sinners repaying their unpayable debt of love by working for Jesus's 

kingdom in every way they can, knowing themselves to be unworthy of the task.  The 

moment any Christian, particularly any Christian leader, forgets that - the moment any of us 

imagine that we are automatically special or above the 

dangers and temptations that afflict ordinary mortals - 

that is the moment when we are in gravest danger." 

- N.T. Wright 
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†  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 

 

 

Opening Hymn Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 

Gradual Hymn O Christ, the Word Incarnate 

Offertory Hymn O Bless the Lord, My Soul 

Closing Hymn Sing Ye Faithful, Sing With Gladness 
 

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 
 

T he author of this hymn, Joachim Neander, was born in 

Bremen, Germany in 1650.  In his early years, he lived a 

lusty, immoral life.  Then he and a group of friends decided to attend 

a service conducted by a visiting preacher, Pastor Under-Eyke, and 

Neander was quickly converted.  He was then influenced by Philipp 

Jakob Spener, a Pietist who sought to return vitality to the Lutheran 

church, which in his opinion had become staid and barren.  The 

Pietists emphasized individual piety, and instituted small groups for 

prayer, scripture study, personal accountability, and good works.  They believed that trust in 

Christ rather than correct theology constituted the core of the faith.  This de-emphasis on 

theology brought the Pietists into conflict with the more traditional Lutherans. 

In his mid-20s, Neander became director of the Latin School of Dusseldorf, where he 

served for several years.  He experienced considerable opposition there because of his 

pietism, and was eventually dismissed from that position.  He then suffered declining 

health, and died at age 30. 

Neander's life was tragic in the classic sense - a life of great potential cut short by an 

untimely death.  However, he wrote 60 hymns - most during his tenure at the Latin School.  

Most are hymns of joyful praise, even though they were written at a time when Neander was 

living under considerable stress.  Several of his hymns can be found in hymnals today, 

having inspired Christians around the world for more than three centuries.  Few of us, 

regardless of longevity, can hope to have a legacy as enduring.  It seems fair to say that God 

made more of Neander's life than Neander could ever have expected. 

"Praise to the Lord, the Almighty" is based on Psalms 103 and 150.  It was inspired not 

only by those psalms but also by the beauty of the hills and rivers that Neander experienced 

on his walks through the German countryside.   - Copyright 2006, Richard Niell Donovan 

 

Directions: 

Bring a large pot of salted water to a 

boil. Add the noodles and cook as the 

label directs, then drain. 

Meanwhile, melt 2 tablespoons butter 

in a large skillet over medium-high heat. 

Add the onion and cook until slightly soft, about 2 minutes. Add the 

mushrooms and cook, stirring, until they begin to brown, about 2 

minutes. Add the remaining 1 tablespoon butter, the chicken, flour, 

paprika, 1 teaspoon salt and 1/4 teaspoon pepper. Cook, stirring, until 

the chicken browns, about 3 minutes. 

Add the chicken broth and Worcestershire sauce and bring to a 

gentle simmer; cook until thickened, about 5 minutes. Stir in the sour 

cream and season with salt and pepper. Continue simmering gently 

until the chicken is cooked through, about 2 more minutes. 

Divide the noodles among plates. Top with the chicken mixture, 

parsley, some sour cream and paprika. 

Ingredients: 

Kosher salt  

12 ounces wide egg noodles  

3 tablespoons unsalted butter  

1 small onion, chopped  

4 ounces white or cremini mushrooms, 

sliced (about 2 cups)  

1 1/4 pounds skinless, boneless chicken 

thighs, cut into chunks  

2 tablespoons all-purpose flour  

1 teaspoon paprika, plus more for topping  

Freshly ground pepper  

1 cup fat-free low-sodium chicken or 

mushroom broth  

1 tablespoon Worcestershire sauce  

1/2 cup sour cream, plus more for topping  

2 tablespoons chopped fresh parsley 

†  Chicken Stroganoff 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JEh7Vt9sxmc
http://www.oremus.org/hymnal/o/o053.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D2lzyWjEtd0
http://www.oremus.org/hymnal/s/s210.html
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†  Announcement Deadlines 
For Sword Points please submit it by Wednesday afternoon each week to 

stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

†  The Rector’s Forum 
 

A dult Education meets each Sunday from 9:30-10:15am in the Guild 

Room and is led by Fr. Shepley.  "The Rector's Forum," has 

started an in-depth study of the Book of Genesis.  With Tara Shepley 

assisting, this class will bring participants deep into the Word of God, verse by 

verse, further extending our parish mission of "Transforming Lives Through Jesus Christ." 

†  Happy Birthday to You! 

G ary Stein & Bill Shrull celebrate today!  Friday is the big day for 

Sandra Brink.  Carol Ferro, Stephen Donnelly & Tina 

Schappach will be expecting your card on Saturday.  Don Winkley will be 

blowing out candles on Wednesday.  Have a blessed day each one of you! 

†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 

such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 

..…The Annual Convention of the Episcopal Diocese of Connecticut 

…..Dot Blake, convalescing from a stroke at Filosa in Danbury. 

…..Marvin Self, healing of his kidneys. 

…..Doug Azzarito, healing of blood cancer. 

…..Paul Estok, healing of his broken leg. 

…..Peace in the Middle East. 

…..Joan Kirner, complete healing of pneumonia. 

…..Cy Dennerlein, recovering from a fall. 

…..Barbara Kast, continued healing of her back. 

…..Peggy Bauer, a miracle of healing. 

…..Ginny Beck for  healing for bulging neck disc and relief from pain 

…..Ralph DeAngelis, successful acceptance of his heart transplant. 

…..Randy Altemus, healing of blood clots. 

…..David Wilson, strength, peace and a miracle of healing as he battles brain cancer. 

…..David Palmer, continued strength and peace as he recovers. 

…..Bill Mayers’ daughter, Kathleen for recovery from a heart condition. 

…..Walter Biscardi, a miracle of healing, the Lord's loving presence to surround him and 

his family. 

…..Kelly & Tim Malloy, their children and their team, safety and discernment in their 

ministry in Jos, Nigeria. 

…..Tom Balash, strength and mobility. 

…..a job for Mary Ellen. 

…..Kay Tucker who is undergoing chemotherapy for cancer, a miracle of healing. 

…..Michael for-protection in Afghanistan, in the service. 

…..Louise Taylor, healing and strength. 

…..Joe Hock, for healing of his double vision and dizziness. 
 

Matthew 9:21,22  She said to herself, "If I only touch his cloak, I will be healed."  Jesus 

turned and saw her.  "Take heart, daughter," He said, "Your faith has healed you."  

mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
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St. Paul’s Mission Committee 
Annual Request for Budget Line Items for Year 2013 

 

“If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily food, and if one of you 

says to them, go in peace, be warmed and be filled, and yet do not give them what is 

necessary for their body, what use is that?  Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being 

by itself.”   James 2:15-17 
 

S aint Paul’s Mission Committee serves the entire parish as a focal point for our 

mission work.  We prepare an annual budget for vestry approval.  Items in this 

budget come from you, the parishioners!  This is your opportunity 

to enhance your personal or family missions with the prayer, 

physical and financial support of the entire parish! 
 

As a sponsor of your Christian based organization, you are 

asked to complete the form at the end of this article.  Additionally, 

you are expected to submit a “Sword Points” article.  This is your 

opportunity to “put a face” on what we as a parish are supporting. 
 

We invite your active participation in this budgeting process as 

well as your involvement with St. Paul’s Mission Committee.  We 

meet first Thursday, monthly 7:30 in the Guild Room. 
 

If you have any questions regarding this process, please contact a member of the mission 

committee:  Barbara DeAnzeris, Lois Hunt, Bill Schrull, Joyce Sarver, Bonnie Wanzer, Don 

Winkley. 
 

Mission Organization:_____________________ 

Persons requesting prayer, physical or financial support ____________________________ 
 

Our task is to sponsor those missions that are: 

Christ Centered 

Meet the basic needs of our neighbors 

Have a strong base of existing personal support by more than one St. Paul’s parish 

members. 
 

Briefly describe the purpose or scope of the mission or organization:  

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

Is it Christian based, to spread the Good News of Jesus Christ?  

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

To what extent do you recommend St Paul’s should offer support? 

Prayer Needs:  ____________________ 

Financial Support:  $_______________ 

Physical Assistance: ______________ 
 

Any other pertinent information for committee consideration. 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

Kindly return this form to the Mission Committee by October 29, 2012. 
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Correspondence: Don Winkley shared a 

letter from The Huguenot Fellowship 

announcing the appointment of  Jean- 

Phillippe Bru to the James Montgomery 

Boice Chair of Practical Theology. 

Mission Budget Request Forms for 

2013: The form for Mission Budget Line 

items will be printed weekly in Sword Points 

during the month of October.  Sponsors are 

required to submit the form to the Mission 

Committee by November 1.  In addition the 

responsible persons are required to submit an 

article for Sword Points about the mission or 

organization they wish to sponsor. 

Scheduling of Sword 

Points Articles: Bill 

Schrull has agreed to set 

up a program which 

will send an email 

prompt to 

sponsors to 

notify them 

when the 

article 

regarding 

their specific 

mission 

needs to be 

submitted. 

2012 

Budget: As we 

begin the 4th qtr. 

$13,250 remains to be 

paid to fulfill our 2012 

commitments. 

Food Pantry Deliveries: Joyce 

Sarver informed the committee that the 

September delivery to St. James was very 

gratefully received.  The shelves were almost 

bare when she arrived with the donations. 

Dorothy Day: We have been blessed to 

have a very adequate number of volunteers. 

Salvation Army: Don Winkley was 

pleased to report that Chuck Allen will be 

assisting  him with administration of the 

“Kettle Program.” 

Thanksgiving Basket / Giving Tree:  

Barbara DeAnzeris received communication 

from Brookfield Social Service regarding 

these two programs.  St. Paul’s will sponsor 

two families.  Thanksgiving Basket items 

need to be delivered to social Services by 

November 19th.  Giving Tree Gifts will need 

to be returned by December12th.  Tree will 

be set up by November 25th. 

Kasula Bible College: Bill Schrull 

reported that he, Cathy and Rev. Shaw 

Mudge are planning a trip to Kasula the first 

week in March 2013 to work on servers at 

the college and implement the changes 

necessary for the online Seminary program. 

Bishop Sadak Makaya will be coming to 

the United States.  He will be the speaker at 

the Diocese Mission Conference on March 2, 

2013.  

Mission Breakfast: Bishop 

Makaya will be at visiting 

St. Paul’s, possibly on 

March 3rd.  It was 

proposed that we 

do a breakfast at 

that time to 

raise funds to 

assist the Bishop 

with travel 

expenses. 

2013 Mission 

Budget: At 

the November 

meeting  budget 

request forms will 

be reviewed, and 

proposed budget for 

2013 will be developed 

for presentation the 

December Vestry meeting. 
 

Next Meeting: Thursday 11/1/2012. 
 

Missions Sponsored by St. Paul’s: 

Ability Beyond Disability, Christian 

Counseling Center, Community Coffee 

House, Dorothy Day Hospitality House, 

Emergency Mission Needs, Faith Alive, Food 

Basket and certificates. Giving Tree, Habitat 

for Humanity, Hope Line, Huguenot 

Fellowship, Kasulu Bible College (Internet 

and College), Jericho Project, Monadonock 

Bible Conference,, Salvation Army (local 

and national), Serving in Missions (Kelly 

and Tim Malloy), Trinity Seminary, Youth 

Challenge, St. Paul’s Missionaries. 

†  Mission Committee Meeting 
October 4, 2012 
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†  Photo Contest for November Sword of the Spirit 

C alling all photographers!  We are looking for a cover 

photo for our next monthly Sword.  Have fun, be 

creative.  The deadline is October 23rd.  Send your pictures to 

stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

†  This Sunday’s Readings 
 

Status in the Kingdom 
 

Job 38:1-7, (34-41) 

N ow God appears to Job out of the whirlwind and demands to know whether he is 

wise enough to question the Creator of the heavens and earth.  The challenge 

seems almost brutal.  Job, out of all his distress, had complained about the unfairness of life.  

He is now forced to recognize how little he understands the ways of the world and of God.  

More importantly for him, however, he at last has a direct relationship with the 

Lord. 

 Psalm 104:1-9, 25, 37b 

 The psalm describes the wonders of the world created and renewed by the 

Lord’s Spirit. 

 Hebrews 5:1-10 

 In this New Testament lesson we hear how through obedience and suffering 

Christ reached the perfection of his destiny and was designated by God to be the 

eternal high priest.  The high priesthood of Jesus is the great theme of the Letter 

of the Hebrews.  Like the high priests of the old covenant, Christ is chosen from 

among human beings and so has sympathy with human weakness.  But he is the 

Son and has now been named high priest forever.  He succeeds Melchizedek, a 

royal and priestly figure from antiquity, and has been made the source of 

salvation for all who trust in him. 

Mark 10:35-45 

In the gospel story Jesus’ followers still expect that his way will quickly lead to a state 

of glory in which they want special places.  Jesus tells them of a different path of 

discipleship.  First Jesus and then his disciples must experience the cup of sorrow and the 

baptism of death.  They are not to live and act like worldly rulers.  They must lead in 

servanthood.  Their example is Jesus, who as the Son of Man serves and gives his life. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

  Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings 

will be available at the back of the church. 

Deuteronomy 4:2 

You shall not add to the 

word which I command you, 

nor take from it, that you may 

keep the commandments of 

the LORD your God which I 

command you.   

mailto:st.paulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=January%20Cover%20Photo
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp24_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp24_RCL.html#response
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp24_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp24_RCL.html#GOSPEL
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Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

 

 

  

† It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks Sword 

Points: 

Chris Barrett, Donna Betts, Drew Crocker, 

Lynne Donnelly, Lois Hunt, Bill Loring, 

Heather Melody, Beth Miller, Patrick 

O’Connors, Lori O’Hara, Linda 

Pendergast,  Kirsten Peterson, Joe 

Shepley, David Szen, Pam Szen, Bonnie 

Wanzer & Don Winkley 

https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000428757685

