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†  Join Us for a Wedding on Sunday 
 

The readings for the Second Sunday of Epiphany are about bridegrooms, gifts and 
provision.  Our gospel takes us to the village of Cana where we are all familiar with the 
wedding and Jesus’ first miracle. 

John 2:1-11 states that while Jesus was 
attending a wedding in Cana with his 
disciples the party ran out of wine.  Jesus' 
mother (unnamed in John's Gospel) told 
Jesus, "They have no wine," and Jesus 
replied, "O Woman, what have I to do 
with you?  My hour has not yet come."  
His mother then said to the servants, "Do 
whatever he tells you."  Jesus ordered the 
servants to fill containers with water and 
to draw out some and take it to the chief 
steward waiter.  After tasting it, and not 
knowing where it came from, the steward 
congratulated the bridegroom on 
departing from the custom of serving the best wine first by serving it last.  John adds that: 
"Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee and it revealed his glory and his 
disciples believed in him." 

 †  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

 Thu., Jan. 17 -  7:00 pm - Healing Team, Guild Room 

   7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

 Sat., Jan. 19 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

   11:00 am - Walter Biscardi Memorial Service 

 Sun., Jan. 20 - Second Sunday after the Epiphany 

   8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

   9:15 am - Young Adult Bible Study, Youth Lounge 

   9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

   10:30 am - Sunday School 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

   4:30 pm - Youth Group 

   6:00 pm - Vespers 

   7:00 pm - Young Adult Program 

 Mon., Jan 21 - Martin Luther King, Jr. Day (Parish Office Closed) 

   7:00 pm - Stephen Ministry, Guild Room 

 Tue., Jan. 22 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

   6:30 pm - Deanery Meeting, Guild Room 

   7:00 pm - Grief Group, Upper Classroom 

 Wed., Jan. 23- 10:00 am - Holy Eucharist and Healing 

   6:30pm - The Alpha Course 

 Thur., Jan. 24 -  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
C:/Documents and Settings/Gail Winkley/My Documents/Acolytes
http://bibref.hebtools.com/?book=%20John&verse=2:1-11&src=%21
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wedding
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cana
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Disciple_%28Christianity%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wine
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mary_%28mother_of_Jesus%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mary_%28mother_of_Jesus%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Waiting_staff
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bridegroom
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Galilee
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  †  Where Did You Go to 

Church Last Sunday? 
 

On January 6th, Darin and Dorothy Crocker attended 
Sunday Mass at the Parish of the Risen Christ in Cancun, 
Mexico during their vacation in celebrating their 25th 
Wedding Anniversary. 

It was the only church in the area that held a service 
where most of it was in English.  It was all open to the 
outside so a little different to hear the constant sound of 
vehicles passing by.  Dot was happy having Darin sitting 
beside her in church! 

Vespers 
Sundays 6:00 pm 

† Happy Birthday to You! 

G eorge Franklin celebrates today!  Friday is the big day for Maria Silva.  

Erin Williams, George Crocker & Ken Kumerle will be blowing out 

candles on Monday.  Tuesday Oby Okwuka & Renee Castronova will be 

opening presents.  Have a blessed day each one of you! 

† Walter Biscardi, 1933 - 2013 

I  am Resurrection and I am Life, says the Lord.  

Whoever has faith in me shall have life, even though he 

die. 

This Saturday morning at 11 am we celebrate and give 

thanksgiving for the life of Walter Biscardi.  Click on the 

following link for his obituary. 

http://www.rep-am.com/Obituaries/696806.txt
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†  The Rector’s Forum 
 

A dult Education meets each Sunday from 9:30-10:15am in the 
Guild Room and is led by Fr. Shepley.  "The Rector's 

Forum," has started an in-depth study of the Book of Genesis.  
With Tara Shepley assisting, this class will bring participants deep 

into the Word of God, verse by verse, further extending our parish 
mission of "Transforming Lives Through Jesus Christ." 

Coming to St. Paul’s: Sunday’s February 24 thru March 24 

4:30 - 6:30 pm (same time as Youth Group) in the Guild Room 

All parents & grandparents welcome. 

Faith doesn't wait until it understands; in that case it wouldn't be faith.  ~ Vance Havner  

https://twitter.com/#%21/search/%23faith
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†  Got Questions? 
 

T hink you are the only one with questions?  Think again.  You’d be in good company 
at The Alpha Course.  Running every Wednesday night through March 20th, the 

course has been attended by 
approximately 60 parishioners, 
guests, believers, seekers and 
primarily questioners. 

Last night’s session focused 
on “Why did Jesus die?” and 
how the cross lies at the heart of 
the Christian faith. 

And speaking of faith, that 
brings us to next week’s 
session: “How can we have 
faith?” 

So bring your questions and 
bring your appetite (the dinners 
have been awesome). 

Join us next Wednesday and 
think about a question you 
would ask God if you could. 

 †  Annual Meeting On 

 January 27th 

N otice is hereby given of the 229th Annual 

Parish Meeting of Saint Paul’s Church, 174 

Whisconier Road, Brookfield, Connecticut, on Sunday, 

January 27th, 2013, in the Parish Hall, at 9:00 am.  The 

Rector will make appointments and elections will be 

held for various Vestry positions.  Nominations may be 

made from the floor at the meeting.  Communicant 

members of the parish over sixteen years of age are 

eligible to vote at the Annual Parish Meeting. 

There will be the traditional Holy Communion 

service at 8:00 am and the Family Holy Communion 

Service at 10:30 am.  Sunday School classes will be held at their normal time at 10:30 am. 

There will be no 9:15 am Rector’s Forum. 

Prior to the meeting we will have a parish brunch.  Sign up sheets for the breakfast will 

be in the back of the church following Sunday services.  Assistance cooking egg dishes 

(recipes provided) and serving is needed.  Contact Mary Allen (203-775-6633 or 

chamla@charter.net) with any questions. 

† John Up Next for Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study 

T he Tuesday Ladies Bible Study will begin studying the 

Gospel of John starting on January 29th at 9:15 am.  The 

Gospel of John is an account of the public ministry of Jesus.  It 

begins with the witness and affirmation by John the Baptist and 

concludes with the death, burial, resurrection, and post-

resurrection appearances of Jesus.  Workbooks will be $10.  

Tuesdays 9:15  - 11:00 am. 

 

mailto:chamla@charter.net?subject=I'd%20love%20to%20help%20with%20the%20Annual%20Meeting%20Brunch!
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ministry_of_Jesus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_the_Baptist
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Resurrection_of_Jesus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Resurrection_appearances_of_Jesus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Resurrection_appearances_of_Jesus
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†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   
   

L uke's account of Jesus' baptism is the theme of this sermon, 
where three images are expanded upon: water, fire and the 

Spirit.  Looking at Jesus' fulfillment of ancient prophecies, this 
message empowers the believer to live according to the gifts 
bestowed upon us starting with Christ's own anointing in the Jordan. 

To replay or watch Fr. Shepley’s sermon, follow this link for The Sunday 
Sermons or click on the photo to the left. 

http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
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Directions: 
Put margarine to melt in shallow baking pan.  Wash and dry scallops.  

Put crumbs into a pie plate.  Roll the scallops in melted margarine and 
then in crumbs.  Place scallops in baking dish in 
which margarine was melted.  Scallops should not 
be touching each other.  Salt and pepper top of 
scallops.  Bake in 400º oven for 20 minutes. 
 

Hint:  a pint’s a pound the world around! 
 

Recipe from Christ Church Harwich Port cookbook, 1986. 

†  Baked Stuffed Scallops 

Ingredients: 
6 T. margarine 
1 pint scallops 
Dry bread crumbs 
Salt & pepper 
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†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

January 17th 
 

Antony 
Abbot in Egypt, 356 

 

I n the third century, many young men turned away from the corrupt and decadent 
society of the time, and went to live in deserts or mountains, in solitude, fasting, and 

prayer.  Antony of Egypt was an outstanding example 
of this movement, but he was not merely a recluse.  
He was a founder of monasticism, and wrote a rule 
for anchorites.  Antony’s parents were Christians, and 
he grew up to be quiet, devout, and meditative.  
When his parents died, he and his younger sister were 
left to care for a sizable estate.  Six months later, in 
church, he heard the reading about the rich young 
ruler whom Christ advised to sell all he had and give 
to the poor.  Antony at once gave his land to the 
villagers, and sold most of his goods, giving the 
proceeds to the poor.  Later, after meditating on 
Christ’s bidding, “Do not be anxious about 
tomorrow,” he sold what remained of his possessions, placed his sister in a “house of 
maidens,” and became an anchorite (solitary ascetic). 

Athanasius, who knew Antony personally, writes that he spent his days praying, reading, 
and doing manual labor.  For a time, he was tormented by demons in various guises.  He 
resisted, and the demons fled.  Moving to the mountains across the Nile from his village, 
Antony dwelt alone for twenty years.  In 305, he left his cave and founded a “monastery,” a 
series of cells inhabited by ascetics living under his rule.  Athanasius writes of such 
colonies: “Their cells like tents were filled with singing, fasting, praying, and working that 
they might give alms, and having love and peace with one another.” 

Antony visited Alexandria, first in 321, to encourage those suffering martyrdom under 
the Emperor Maximinus; later, in 355, to combat the Arians by preaching, conversions, and 
the working of miracles.  Most of his days were spent on the mountain with his disciple 
Macarius. 

He willed a goat-skin tunic and a cloak to Athanasius, who said of him: “He was like a 
physician given by God to Egypt.  For who met him grieving and did not go away rejoicing?  
Who came full of anger and was not turned to kindness?  What monk who had grown slack 
was not strengthened by coming to him?  Who came troubled by doubts and failed to gain 
peace of mind?” 

†  Announcement Deadlines 

F or the Sunday bulletins please submit your information by the 
preceding Monday  to bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com.  For Sword 

Points please submit it by Wednesday afternoon each week to 
stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

Sword  Points 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“To each individual the manifestation of the Spirit is given for some 

benefit.”            (1 Corinthians 12:7) 
 

S t. Paul tells us that God has blessed each of us for a 

reason.  How has God blessed you?  Are you using 

your gifts according to God’s plan, helping to do His 

work here on earth?  Remember that if you don’t do the work 

God planned for you, no one else can do it. 

mailto:bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com
mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

“A Miraculous Provision” 
 

 Isaiah 62:1-5 

I n our Hebrew scripture lesson the prophet continues to look 
forward to the full restoration of Jerusalem, hoping that the city 

may one day be a source of joy, as a bride is to 
her bridgegroom.  It is some years after the 
return from exile, and Jerusalem has still not 
regained her glory.  But the prophet trusts in the 
Lord.  The city will become God’s crown.  The 

land will no longer be known as Forsaken, but will be call Married. 
 Psalm 36:5-10 
This psalm exults in the boundless love of God, saving humans 

and animals alike.  God is the fountain of life, and in God’s light we 
see light. 

 1 Corinthians 12:1-11 
In this reading Paul commends spiritual gifts, but instructs the Corinthians in their 

proper use in the service of Jesus’ lordship.  Spiritual gifts always present dangers as well as 
benefits, and there can even be false spirits.  The Spirit of God will never cause one to 
believe that the earthly, crucified Jesus could be despised, for this same Jesus has become 
Lord of the church.  It is also important to recognize that there are many different gifts of 
the one Spirit.  All are to be used for the common good. 

 John 2:1-11 
Our gospel is the story of the changing of water into wine during a wedding feast at 

Cana in Galilee.  The evangelist enriches the narrative with deep symbolism.  As the first of 
Jesus’ many signs, the miracle points forward to his hour of greatest glory, when all things 
will be transformed by his death and resurrection.  The best wine will be saved until last and 
will be given in astonishing abundance. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

  Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings 

will be available at the back of the church. 

“We must allow the Word of God to 

confront us, to disturb our security, to 

undermine our complacency and to 

overthrow our patterns of thought and 

behavior.”  - John R.W. Stott  

†  Photo Contest for February Sword of the Spirit 

C alling all photographers!  We are looking for a cover photo for our 

next monthly Sword.  The February Sword covers Ash 

Wednesday and the beginning of Lent.  Be creative.  The deadline is January 

25th.  Send your pictures to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC/Epiphany/CEpi2.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi2_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC/Epiphany/CEpi2.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC/Epiphany/CEpi2.html#GOSPEL
mailto:st.paulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=January%20Cover%20Photo
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†  Scholarly Speaking 

 

On Not Receiving Communion 
 

M y last two columns have considered various issues related to not receiving Holy 
Communion: the first dealt with what to do in other churches, and the second with 

our expectation that communicants will have been baptized.  In addition to the two 
situations we have already considered, the Prayer Book gives rather clear teaching about the 
requirements for communicating on any particular occasion.  Unfortunately these are buried 
in Rite I, in a seldom used Exhortation, and in supplementary rubrics, where many people 
never hear or see them.*  Taken together, these require conscious repentance of past sins, a 

desire to lead a new life, and being in a state of love and 
charity with one’s neighbors.  I know that on occasion I 
am not really attentive to all of this and sometimes hang 
back from Communion when I feel the need to work on 
one of these items.  There is also a customary view that 
communicating more than once (or perhaps twice) a day 
can be considered too much of a good thing.† 
 So what do you do if you find yourself at a 
celebration of the Eucharist and for any reason do not 
feel that it would be appropriate to take communion at 
that time?  In most cases to turn around and leave would 
not be the answer (but if you feel that you must do so, be 
as inconspicuous as possible).  In many churches, 
including St. Paul’s, it is customary to invite anyone who 
is not receiving communion to come to the Altar for a 
blessing 

instead.‡  In addition, or instead if this option is 
not available, it is always appropriate to simply 
join in the prayers (silently or aloud according to 
the custom of the place) and, for those who are 
normally communicants, to offer a prayer of 
spiritual communion.  While, for Anglicans, this 
belongs more to the Catholic side of our tradition, 
I think it is appropriate for anyone who is 
prevented from actually receiving the Sacrament 
(including those who are shut-in or otherwise 
prevented from attending church at all).  There are 
various suggested prayers for the purpose, many 
of them frankly a bit sentimental for my taste, but 
the following reflects a solid Anglican sensibility: 

In union, O Lord with the faithful at every altar of Thy 

Church, where the Holy Eucharist is now being 

celebrated, I desire to offer Thee praise and thanksgiving.  

I present to Thee my soul and body with the earnest wish 

that may always be united to Thee.  And since I can not 

now receive Thee sacramentally, I beseech Thee to come 

spiritually into my heart.  I unite myself to Thee, and 

embrace Thee with all the affections of my soul.  Let 

nothing ever separate Thee from me.  May I live and die in 

Thy love.  Amen.  

 Obviously no particular form of words is required.  
Indeed the whole idea of spiritual Communion is very similar 
to the Quaker practice of spiritual reflection on Christ’s 
promises instead of physically performing sacramental acts.§ 

Finally, while it has become common for most Episcopalians 
to receive Holy Communion weekly, or even more often, the 
minimum expectation (and historically this was the usual 

(Continued on page 11) 
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practice before, and for two or three hundred years 
after, the Reformation) was three times a year.  This is 
still our definition of a Communicant in Good Standing, 
and those who do not meet this standard are still 
considered Church members.  While I favor frequent 
reception, no one who does not feel ready for it should 
ever feel pressured to take communion. 

Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence  
 

* From Rite I comes the long invitation to Confession on page 330, the Exhortation is on 
page 316, and the Disciplinary Rubrics on page 409.  The Book of Common Prayer can be 
found online here.  
† This seems to reflect the idea that the Eucharist is in a special way our Daily Bread.   
‡ Usually it is suggested that those who make this choice cross their arms over the breast to 
show their intent.  
  From the 1951 edition of the The Armed Forces Prayer Book, an official publication of the 
Episcopal Church.  This prayer was added to a selection of prayers from the Communion 
Service for use when there was no opportunity to attend a service, but is also appropriate at 
a service if not receiving the sacrament.   
§ This is how one Quaker friend explained it to me; I am not an expert in their customs. 

(Continued from page 10) 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

†  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 

 

Opening Hymn Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies 
Gradual Hymn All Praise to You, O Lord  Tune: Festal Song 
Offertory Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise 
Closing Hymn Songs of Thankfulness and Praise 

 

Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise 
 

T his hymn was written by Walter Chalmers Smith, a pastor of the Free Church of 
Scotland, in the late 19th century.  It is based on 1 Timothy 1:17, which in the King 

James Version says: 
"Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise God,  

be honor and glory for ever and ever. Amen." 
 

It tries to express the inexpressible - the nature of God - and so it uses 
words like this: "In light inaccessible hid from our eyes" - that are 
mysterious as well as beautiful.  "Light inaccessible" - why would 
anyone refer to God as "light inaccessible?"  The scriptures, 
particularly the Psalms, speak of God as light: 

"God is my light and my salvation;  
whom shall I fear" (Psalm 27:1). 

 

"Let the light of your face  
shine upon us, O Lord" (Psalm 4:6). 

 

But why "light inaccessible?"  Perhaps because, if the light of God were to shine upon us 
full force, it would consume us.  Perhaps because we could not stand to see the full glory of 
God until we see him face to face in heaven. 

There are other interesting phrases - "silent as light."  I think of light as bright or dim or 
as expressing a particular color, but I had never thought of it as silent - but, of course, light 
is silent.  This hymn speaks of God as "Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light."  How can 
God be unresting and unhasting on the one hand, but silent on the other?  That line reminds 
us that God is always at work in our lives - always - but that God's presence in our lives is 
often so subtle that we can fail to perceive it. 

If you would like to do a thoughtful, quiet meditation, sit quietly for a half hour reading 
the words of this hymn.             - Copyright 2006, Richard Niell Donovan 

http://bcponline.org/
http://justus.anglican.org/resources/bcp/1928/AFPB_index.htm
mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QkBlwOdRKU0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9Yjp3Dou2x0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=deLc8Egb0Js
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KxYId5xUGsI
http://www.lectionary.org/Hymns/Donovan_BIO.htm
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JANUARY 20, 2013  -  2nd SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY  

MARTIN LUTHER KING DAY WEEKEND 
 

M artin Luther King, Jr., one of the greatest American civil rights leaders, was born on 

January 15, 1929 and was assassinated on April 4, 1968. Since 1986, the United 

States has celebrated King’s birthday as a national holiday on the third Monday of January. 

The Episcopal Church also commemorates the day of his death on the liturgical calendar 

each year.  

Holy Women, Holy Men (Church Publishing, 2010) explains that “King lived in constant 

danger: his home was dynamited, he was almost fatally stabbed, and he was harassed by 

death threats. He was even jailed 30 times; but through it all he was sustained by his deep 

faith. In 1957, he received, late at night, a vicious telephone threat. Alone in his kitchen he 

wept and prayed. He relates that he heard the Lord speaking to him and saying, ‘Martin Lu

ther, stand up for righteousness, stand up for justice,’ and promising never to leave him 

alone – ‘No, never alone.’ King refers to his vision as his ‘Mountain-top Experience.’” 

On April 3, 1968, the day before he was murdered, King delivered a speech in Memphis, 

Tennessee, popularly referred to as “I’ve Been to the Mountaintop.” The following are ex

cerpts from that speech: 

“We’ve got to stay together and maintain unity. You know, whenever Pharaoh wanted to 

prolong the period of slavery in Egypt, he had a favorite, favorite formula for doing it. 

What was that? He kept the slaves fighting among themselves. But whenever the slaves 

get together, something happens in Pharaoh’s court, and he cannot hold the slaves in slav

ery. When the slaves get together, that’s the beginning of getting out of slavery. Now let 

us maintain unity. ... 

“We’re going to march again, and we’ve got to march again, in order to put the issue 

where it is supposed to be – and force everybody to see that there are thirteen hundred of 

God’s children here suffering, sometimes going 

hungry, going through dark and dreary nights 

wondering how this thing is going to come out. 

That’s the issue. And we’ve got to say to the na

tion: We know how it’s coming out. For when 

people get caught up with that which is right and 

they are willing to sacrifice for it, there is no 

stopping point short of victory. … 

“We’ve got some difficult days ahead. But it 

doesn’t really matter with me now. Because I’ve 

been to the mountaintop. I don’t mind. Like any

body, I would like to live a long life; longevity 

has its place. But I’m not concerned about that 

now. I just want to do God’s will. And He’s al

lowed me to go up to the mountain. And I’ve 

looked over. And I’ve seen the Promised Land. I 

may not get there with you. But I want you to 

know tonight, that we, as a people, will get to the 

Promised Land. So I’m happy, tonight. I’m not 

worried about anything. I’m not fearing any man. 

Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of 

the Lord.” 
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† Vestry Meeting Minutes 
 

January 14th 

Fr. Shepley opened the meeting with 
prayer at 7:30 pm.  Phil Hannah led the 
meeting.  Robin Powell led a devotional on 
being strong in the Lord referencing 
Ephesians 6 and Romans 12:21 and sharing a 
list of Bible based  rules from an inn that is 
special to her family.  We finished by 
singing “Let There be Peace on Earth,” an 
inspirational song.  Lois Hunt gave her 
thanksgivings for the people God sends into 
the lives of those we love when they need 
care.  David Williams shared that his mom 
and his family are in the hands of the Lord 
during this difficult time in her life.  The 
December  minutes were approved as 
circulated. 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT (Ken 
Kumerle): Our expenses exceeded our 
income by $16,890.75 for 2012, we have 
been given $22,000.00 for Capital 
Improvements to be done in 2013. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: The Property 
Committee reports that cracks in the parking 
lot will be repaired in the spring.  Bids are 
being prepared for painting the interior of the 
church proper and the stairwell.  The furnace 
has been repaired and the church will be 
warmer in the future.  Doug Melody has 
repainted the fireplace in the Guild Room, 
thank you Doug.  All pews and woodwork in 
the Sanctuary have been cleaned with 
Murphy’s oil soap. 

 

RECTOR’S REPORT: Fr. Shepley 
expressed our gratitude to Ken Kumerle for 
his service to St. Paul’s as treasurer.  Ken has 
resigned as of January 14, 2013.  Alpha is off 
to a good start with many new people in 
attendance. 

 

OLD BUSINESS: There was no old 
business. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: Bruce Betts has 

resigned from Vestry as he is moving.  David 
Williams has resigned his current Vestry 
position and will fulfill Bruce’s term. 

The Building Committee has met with 
three architectural and building groups 
regarding renovations in 
the Parish Hall and 
recommends McQueen/
Verdi a Design/Build 
firm.  The Vestry 
approved initial funds of 
$4,600.00 for an 
architectural pre-design 
of the overall project and 
a rough budget for the 
Parish Hall renovations which will be 
presented to the Parish.  Funding options 
were presented. 

There will be an all day Vestry Retreat on 
March 23rd at The Oratory of the Little Way 
in Gaylordsville. 

Bill & Cathy Schrull will present a 
program on our mission to the Diocese of 
Western Tanganyika in Tanzania at the 
Deanery Meeting here at St. Paul’s on 
January 22, 2013.  The Diocesan Mission 
Conference will be held on March 2nd.  
Bishop Sadock Makaya of Western 
Tanganyika will be our guest on March 3rd 
when the Mission committee will hold a 
benefit breakfast in his honor. 

Thank you to the Vestry members who are 
going off this year, Robin Powell and Cathy 
Schrull. 

Effective January 15, 2013 Chuck Allen 
will become Treasurer of St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church, 174 Whisconier Road, 
Brookfield, CT. 

 

CLOSING: The meeting was closed with 
prayer by Fr. Shepley at 8:35 pm. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Lois Hunt, Clerk of the Vestry 

†  Casseroles Needed  The Dorothy Day Ministry is in need of our parish 

family to produce "ziti casseroles" for this important ministry.  Each second 

Thursday, monthly, this ministry feeds over 100 needy persons in the center of 

Danbury.  This has been a parish wide effort for many years.  About 10 - 12 persons 

volunteer to prepare, serve and clean up at the Center.  It is a monumental effort!  The 

recipe is available - and financial assistance is available, if requested.  The casseroles 

are usually made and placed in St. Paul's kitchen on the day before or morning of, the 

monthly event.  If you can assist, please contact Barbara DeAnzeris, 203-775-3722.  
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†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

January 18th 
 

The Confession of St. Peter, the Apostle 
 

W hen Simon Bar-Jona confessed, “You are the Christ,” 
Jesus responded, “You are Peter, and on this rock I 

will build my Church.”  This rough fisherman and his brother 
Andrew were the first disciples called by Jesus.  Peter figures 
prominently in the Gospels, often stumbling, impetuous, intense, 
and uncouth. 

It was Peter who attempted to walk on the sea, and began to 
sink; it was Peter who impulsively wished to build three 
tabernacles on the mountain of the Transfiguration; it was Peter who, just before the 
crucifixion, three times denied knowing his Lord. 

 But it was also Peter who, after Pentecost, risked his life to do the Lord’s work, 
speaking boldly of his belief in Jesus.  It was also Peter, the Rock, whose strength 
and courage helped the young Church in its questioning about the mission beyond 
the Jewish community. Opposed at first to the baptism of Gentiles, he had the 
humility to admit a change of heart, and to baptize the Roman centurion Cornelius 
and his household.  Even after this, Peter had a continuing struggle with his Jewish 
conservatism; for Paul, writing to the Galatians, rebukes him for giving way to the 
demands of Jewish Christians to dissociate himself from table-fellowship with 
Gentiles. 
 Though the New Testament makes no mention of it, the tradition connecting 
Peter with Rome is early and virtually certain.  According to a legend based on that 
tradition, Peter fled from Rome during the persecution under Nero.  On the Appian 
Way, he met Christ, and asked him, “Domine, quo 
vadis?” (“Lord, where are you going?”).  The Lord answered, 
“I am coming to be crucified again.”  Peter thereupon 
retraced his steps, and was shortly thereafter crucified, head 

downwards.  “I am not worthy to be crucified as my Lord was,” he is 
supposed to have said. 

As we watch Peter struggle with himself, often stumble, love his 
Lord and deny him, speak rashly and act impetuously, his life reminds 
us that our Lord did not come to save the godly and strong but to save 
the weak and the sinful.  Simon, an ordinary human being, was 
transformed by the Holy Spirit into the “Rock,” and became the 
leader of the Church. 

†  Transforming Mission 

Christmas Giving Tree 

Thank You 

S t. Paul’s recently received this very 

nice note from one of the families 

that was the recipient of your gen

erosity. 

The mission committee would like to 

thank everyone for the abundance of food 

and gifts that you provided.  God bless you 

for your constant support of our mission 

outreach 
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LAST CALL!  For Monadnock 
 
Our winter retreat to the Monadnock Bible Conference in Jaffrey, NH will be 

February 22nd – 24th.  All youth grades 6-12 are invited to attend.  If you have not 
already registered, please let us know by this Sunday, January 13th if you would 

like to go. There are still spots 
open! 
 

We need one more adult! 
 

We already have three adults 
going on the retreat, but due to 
housing requirements, we’re in 
need of one more female adult. If 
you’re over 21 and 
interested in going for the 
weekend, please email us 
at stpaulsown@gmail.com 

St. Paul’s OWN 

Jan 20th  -  Youth Group 4:30-7 pm 

Jan 27th  -  Youth Group 4:30-7 pm 

Feb 3rd  -  Youth Group 3-5 pm 

Feb 10th  -  Youth Group 4-7 pm 

Feb 17th  -  No Youth Group 
 

†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
…..Dot Blake, convalescing from a stroke at Filosa in Danbury. 
…..Alice Keller, strength and freedom from pain. 
…..Week of prayer for Christian Unity (Jan. 18-25). 
…..Peace in the West Bank, Jerusalem and the Middle East. 
…..Cy Dennerlein, recovering from a fall. 
…..Barbara Kast, continued healing of her back. 
…..the people of Chile. 
…..Tom Balash, strength and mobility. 
…..A job for Mary Ellen. 
…..All ecumenical and interfaith endeavors involving our 
congregations and people. 
…..Ralph D., successful acceptance of his heart transplant. 
…..the 25 unreached people groups in Azerbaijan, that they will receive and embrace the 
gospel. 
…..Ginny Beck for  healing for bulging neck disc and relief from pain. 
…..David Wilson, strength, peace and a miracle of healing as he battles brain cancer. 
…..those in the Armed Forces of our country. 
…..Bill Mayers’ daughter, for recovery from a heart condition. 
…..For peace and peacemakers everywhere. 
A young couple that needs provision, employment, and a place to live within range of St. 
Paul's. 
…..Kay Tucker, thanksgiving for her healing to date. 
…..An increase in business for Walter. 
…..Michael for protection in Sudan with the UN peacekeeping service. 

Jeremiah 33:6 “I will heal my people and let them enjoy abundant peace and security.”  

The greatest & best talent that God gives to any man or woman in this 

world is the talent of prayer.          ~ Alexander Whyte  

mailto:stpaulsown@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/StPaulsOWN
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cambodia
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Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

Periodically some of our youth present inspired artwork to Fr. Shepley. 

Pictured above is a sampling of recent pieces: a cross made by Ruby Cofone, a 

drawing of crosses for Fr. Joe by Ben Chaleski, and a third is anonymous. 

† It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks Sword Points: 
Mary 
Allen, 
Chris 

Barrett, Dot 
Crocker, Drew 

Crocker, Barbara 
DeAnzeris, Debbie 
Delaventura, Lynne 

Donnelly, Lois 
Hunt, Bill Loring, 

Beth Miller, 
Patrick 

O’Connors, Linda 
Pendergast,  

Kirsten Peterson, 
Debbi Pomeroy, 

Joe Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, David 

Szen, Pam Szen & 
Don Winkley.  
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https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000428757685
http://www.faithstreet.com/church/st-pauls-anglican-brookfield-center-ct

