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Sword Points 
Transforming 

Lives 
Through 

Jesus 

†  Being Transfigured 
 

B efore we head into Lent, on this last Sunday we conclude the seasons of Christmas 
and Epiphany with a celebration of the Transfiguration of Jesus on the mount. 

The Transfiguration is not to be understood only as a spiritual experience of Jesus while 
at prayer, which three chosen disciples, Peter, James, and John, 
were permitted to witness.  It is one of a series of supernatural 
manifestations, by which God authenticated Jesus as his Son.  It 
is at one with the appearance of the angels at the birth and at his 
resurrection, and with the descent of the Spirit at Jesus’ baptism.  
Matthew records the voice from heaven saying, “This is my Son, 
the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased; listen to 
him” (Matthew 17:5).  Briefly the veil is drawn aside, and a 
chosen few are permitted to see Jesus, not only as the earth-born 
son of Mary, but as the eternal Son of God.  Moses and Elijah 
witness to Jesus as the fulfillment of the Law and the Prophets.  

(Continued on page 2) 

† This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

 Thu, Feb 7  -  7:30 pm - Property Committee, Upper Classroom 

   7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary  

 Sat, Feb 9 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

 Sun, Feb 10 - Last Sunday after Epiphany 
   8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

   9:15 am - Young Adult Bible Study, Youth Lounge 

   9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

   10:30 am - Sunday School 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

   4:30 pm - Speaker’s Forum 

   4:30 pm - Youth Group 

   6:00 pm - Vespers with Communion 

 Mon, Feb 11 - 6:30 pm - Staff Meeting, Tuck Room 

   7:30 pm - Vestry Meeting, Guild Room 

 Tue, Feb 12 - Shrove Tuesday 

   9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

  5 to 7:30 pm - Pancake Supper at St. John’s, Sandy Hook 

   7:00 pm - Grief Group, Guild Room 

 Wed, Feb 13 - Ash Wednesday 
   10:00 am - Holy Eucharist and Imposition of Ashes 

   7:30 pm - Holy Eucharist and Imposition of Ashes  

 Thur., Feb. 14 -  1:00 pm - Dorothy Day, Danbury  

   7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Check our 
Check our 

Check our website for 

website for 

website for schedule 
schedule 
schedule and power 

and power 

and power outage 
outage 
outage updates.

updates.
updates.   

C:/Documents and Settings/Gail Winkley/My Documents/Acolytes
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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In Luke’s account of the event, they speak of the 
“exodus” which Jesus is to accomplish at Jerusalem.  
A cloud, a sign of divine presence, envelops the 
disciples, and a heavenly voice proclaims Jesus to be 
the Son of God. 

Immediately thereafter Jesus announces to Peter, 
James, and John the imminence of his death.  As Paul 
was later to say of Jesus, “Though he was in the form 
of God, he did not count equality with God a thing to 
be grasped, but emptied himself, taking the form of a 
servant, and was born in human likeness.  And, being 
found in human form, he humbled himself, and 
became obedient unto death, even death on a 
cross” (Philippians 2:6–8). 
The figure of the transfigured Christ is regarded as a 
foreshadowing of the Risen and Ascended Lord. 

(Continued from page 1) 

†  Lent Begins In Ashes 
 

O n Ash Wednesday we are reminded of our mortality and sin.  It is not a time 
for groveling; rather, it is a time for reality, for genuine humility, for 

repentance and forgiveness and renewed commitment to following the ways of Jesus.  
Lent is a season of preparation, and we are already looking forward to Jesus’ passion 
and death for us and then to Easter. 

One of the oldest names for Lent is “the forty days,” meaning the days from Ash 
Wednesday to Easter less the Sundays that can be observed as anticipations of Easter, 
days of rest from fasting or other disciplines in order to strengthen ourselves.  
“Forty” is a kind of generic number in scripture and calls quickly to mind significant 

(Continued on page 3) 

Holy Eucharist  &  Imposition of Ashes 
Ash Wednesday, February 13th 

10:00 am    &   7:30 pm 
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Valentines PartyValentines PartyValentines Party   
Hey Ladies!  St. Paul’s men are inviting you to a special Hey Ladies!  St. Paul’s men are inviting you to a special Hey Ladies!  St. Paul’s men are inviting you to a special 

breakfast on breakfast on breakfast on Saturday, February 16th.  Saturday, February 16th.  Saturday, February 16th.  On the day closest On the day closest On the day closest 

to Valentine’s Day each year, they clean up their act, dress to Valentine’s Day each year, they clean up their act, dress to Valentine’s Day each year, they clean up their act, dress 

up (a little, usually by wearing a red sweater), put tablecloths up (a little, usually by wearing a red sweater), put tablecloths up (a little, usually by wearing a red sweater), put tablecloths 

out with fancy napkins and flowers and serve some decent out with fancy napkins and flowers and serve some decent out with fancy napkins and flowers and serve some decent 

food.  So plan on coming to the Men’s (and Women’s) food.  So plan on coming to the Men’s (and Women’s) food.  So plan on coming to the Men’s (and Women’s) 

Breakfast, Breakfast, Breakfast, Saturday, February 16th at 7:30 amSaturday, February 16th at 7:30 amSaturday, February 16th at 7:30 am   for some for some for some 

great food, fellowship, singing, prayer and some loving!great food, fellowship, singing, prayer and some loving!great food, fellowship, singing, prayer and some loving!   

O ur annual Easter Egg Hunt will be held on 

Saturday, March 30th at 10 - 11:30 am for children 

pre-K to Grade 5.  We will be accepting donations of 

wrapped candy and would love some help with 

this fun event.  If you would like to help with 

planning a craft for the children, making a 

simple snack for the children to enjoy, please 

contact either Heather Melody or Lori O'Hara. 

biblical stories: the forty days of Noah’s flood (Genesis 7:12); Moses’ forty days on Mount 
Sinai (Exodus 24:18 and elsewhere); and the forty days that Nineveh was given to repent 
(Jonah 3:4).  We particularly think of the forty years that Israel was in the wilderness, 
tempted by Satan (Mark 1:13). 

During the forty days of Lent God’s people are invited again 
into a wilderness experience, not without temptation, to fast in one 
way or another, to pray and to seek in hope and trust to follow and 
serve their Lord.  With the people of God in ages past, we are on a 
pilgrimage through a wilderness of renewal and faith to the 
promised land and of following Jesus on the way to agony, passion, 
and death - and then new life. 

 

Lord, who throughout these forty days 
For us didst fast and pray, 

Teach us with thee to mourn our sins 
And close by thee to stay. 

  (The Hymnal 1982, Hymn 142) 
 

These themes will repeat themselves throughout Lent; journey, pilgrimage, wilderness, 
preparation, honest reflection, repentance, forgiveness, humility, renewal, following Jesus.  
Use this time to invite others to join you in this journey of renewal and faith. 

(Continued from page 2) 
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†  The Rector’s Forum 
 

A dult Education meets each Sunday from 9:30-10:15am in the 
Guild Room and is led by Fr. Shepley.  "The Rector's 

Forum," has started an in-depth study of the Book of Genesis.  
With Tara Shepley assisting, this class will bring participants deep 

into the Word of God, verse by verse, further extending our parish 
mission of "Transforming Lives Through Jesus Christ." 

Coming to St. Paul’s: Sunday’s February 24 thru March 24 

4:30 - 6:00 pm (same time as Youth Group) in the Guild Room 

All parents & grandparents welcome.  Click on this ad for more info. 

Forgiveness is an act of the will.  Regardless of how you feel, choose to forgive.  

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/home/parenting-teens.html
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†  Lent Madness 2013 
 

The Saintly Smack Down 
 

W hat do you get when you combine a love of sports with holy saints?  Lent 
Madness, of course.  Based loosely on the wildly popular NCAA basketball 

tournament, Lent Madness pits 32 saints against one another in a single-elimination bracket 
as they compete for the coveted Golden Halo.  But 
it is more than that: Lent Madness is really an 
online devotional tool designed to help people 
learn about saints. 
 Lent Madness began in 2010 as the brainchild 
of the Rev. Tim Schenck, an Episcopal priest and 
rector of St. John’s Church in Hingham, 
Massachusetts.  In seeking a fun, engaging way 
for people to learn about the men and women 
comprising the church’s calendar of saints, 
Schenck came up with this unique Lenten 
devotion.  Combining his love of sports with his 
passion for the lives of the saints, Lent Madness 
was born on his blog “Clergy Family 
Confidential.” 
 Starting last year, Schenck partnered with the 
Rev. Scott Gunn, Executive Director of Forward 

Movement (the same folks that publish Forward Day by Day) and Lent Madness went viral, 
reaching over 50,000 people and getting mentioned in everything from the Washington Post 
to Sports Illustrated (seriously). 

Here’s how it works: on the weekdays of Lent information is posted about two different 
saints on www.lentmadness.org and then participants vote to determine who goes on to the 
next round.  Each pairing remains open for a set period of time - usually 24 hours - and 
people vote for their favorite saint.  16 saints make it to the Round of the Saintly Sixteen; 
eight advance to the Round of the Elate Eight; four make it to the Faithful Four; two to the 
Championship; and the winner is awarded the Golden Halo.  The first round consists of 
basic biographical information about each 
of the 32 saints.  Things get a bit more 
interesting in the subsequent rounds as we 
offer quotes and quirks, explore legends, 
and even move into the area of saintly 
kitsch.  It’s fun, it’s informative, it’s the 
saintly smack down! 

To win in 2013, will take grit, 
determination, holiness, and perhaps some 
good old-fashioned luck.  This year Lent 
Madness features a slate of saints ancient 
and modern, Biblical and ecclesiastical 
including John the Baptist, Martin Luther 
King, Hilda of Whitby, Luke, Dorothy 
Day, Benedict of Nursia, Martin Luther, 
and Harriet Tubman as they vie to fill the 
shoes of 2012 winner Mary Magdalene. 

This all kicks off on “Ash Thursday,” 
February 14, and will continue throughout 
the 40-day season of Lent.  To participate, log onto www.lentmadness.org, where you can 
also print out a bracket and fill it out to see how you fare or “compete” against friends and 
family members.  Like that other March tournament, there will be drama and intrigue, upsets 
and thrashings, last-minute victories and Cinderellas. 

If you’re looking for a Lenten discipline that is fun, educational, occasionally goofy, and 
always joyful, join the Lent Madness journey.  Lent needn’t be all doom and gloom.  After 
all, what could be more joyful than a season specifically set aside to grow closer to God? 

http://www.stjohns-hingham.org/
http://frtim.wordpress.com/
http://frtim.wordpress.com/
http://www.forwardmovement.org
http://www.forwardmovement.org
http://www.lentmadness.org
http://www.lentmadness.org
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† Happy Birthday to You! 

E rinn O’Hara, Greg Emmett & 

Maxwell Hodge celebrate today!  

Friday is the big day for Eric 

Sampson.  Gary Hock will be blowing 

out candles on Saturday.  Monday 

Preston Powell will be opening 

presents.  Have a blessed day each one 

of you! 
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†  Scholarly Speaking 

 

A Holy & Happy Lent 
 

S ometimes we need to re-examine conventional wisdom, and while a penitential 
season should probably not be observed with great outbursts of inappropriate mirth, 

the notion that it must therefore be devoted to gloom and doom seems not only unwise but 
even a bit heretical.*  Today then, let us look at some ways to keep the traditional Lenten 
practices of “self-examination and repentance; by prayer, fasting, and self-denial; and by 
reading and meditating on God's holy Word.”† 

One of the effects of Prayer Book revision during the 60’s and 70’s, not just in this 
country but throughout the Communion, was the minimization of such 
penitential elements as the reading of the ten commandments (already 
replaced on many occasions by the Summary of the Law).  This, in turn, 
turned our attention away from self-examination as a normative approach 
to worship, and makes the deliberate restoration of this practice all the 
more desirable today.  While few would consider the practice fun, it 
provides a useful start for repentance, and getting back on track should be a 
happy experience. 

On the other hand, prayer can always be a time of joy.  While some of 
the more extravagant forms of praise (like ‘Alleluia’ or Gloria in 
excelsis) normally take a back seat during Lent (see BCP, pages 364, 406), we 
continue to give thanks for God’s acts of salvation in the Liturgy, and in our 
personal devotions as well. 
 The terms ‘fasting and self-denial’ cover several related topics.  Strictly 
speaking fasting is quantitative - it means eating less 
(or, for a specified time, nothing) while abstinence is 
qualitative; it means not eating meat or some other 

specified item.  By extension, of course, both can also refer to 
non-food items (nor is this a new idea - see Isaiah 58).  When 
obesity is considered an epidemic, and when many more of us a 
little bit overweight, a literal fast can be a real source of well-
being, but the extension of the idea can also bring real benefits.  
‘Self-denial’ incidentally, does not mean simply denying 
something to ourselves, but rather emphasizes denying our self-
importance by refusing to gratify all our whims. 

Finally comes the part that I seem to enjoy the most:  ‘reading 
and meditating on God's holy Word.’‡  I have always found the Psalms a fruitful source of 
meditation, and I would share with you a resource I discovered a few months ago: Robert 
Alter’s, The Book of Psalms: A Translation with Commentary is a literal translation (not the 
smoothest English, but easily understood) with excellent and extensive notes.  To read the 

Psalms from the BCP, and then again in Alter’s version, will 
certainly give a new appreciation of the text. 
 Another form of study I can commend is hagiography, the 
lives of the saints.  Sword Points usually features one or two 
saints whose days fall during the week, but another approach 
that I have enjoyed and recommended for the past few years 
is the Golden Halo (see elsewhere in this issue for more 
details), a series of pairings starting on Ash Thursday with a 
list of 32 saints; one gets voted out each day until at the end 
of Lent the last survivor wins the namesake Golden circlet.  
Try it at www.lentmadness.org where Forward Movement 
brings you, biographies, ballots, and a chance to learn about 
some of the new and old saints in our Calendar. 
 Finally, I leave you with a verse from White Lent, a carol 

(Continued on page 9) 

http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=227194146
http://www.lentmadness.org
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†  Transforming Stewardship 

 

“Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I 

send?  Who will go for us?’  ‘Here I am,’ I said, ‘send 

me!’” (Isaiah 6:8) 
 

E very day - in little ways and in big ways - God asks, 

“Whom shall I send?”  Whether it is someone to take on a 

new ministry or just someone to open a door for an overburdened 

stranger, God constantly looks to see if we are willing to respond 

with the eagerness that Isaiah showed when he answered, “Here I 

am, send me!” 

†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

February 7th 
 

Cornelius the Centurion 
 

A ll that we know about Cornelius is contained in the Acts of the Apostles 
(chapters 10–11).  He was the first Gentile converted to the Christian 

faith, along with his household.  A centurion was commander of a company of 
one hundred men in the Roman army, responsible for their discipline, both on 
the field of battle and in camp.  A centurion was a Roman citizen, a military 
career man, well-paid, and generally noted for courage and competence.  Some 
centurions, such as Cornelius, and those whom we know about from the Gospel 
narratives, were men of deep religious piety. 

The author of Acts considered Cornelius’ conversion very momentous for 
the future of Christianity.  He records that it occurred as the result of divine 
intervention and revelation, and as a response to the preaching of Peter the chief 
apostle.  The experience of Cornelius’ household was regarded as comparable to 
a new Pentecost, and it was a primary precedent for the momentous decision of 
the apostolic council, held in Jerusalem a few years later, to admit Gentiles to 
full and equal partnership with Jewish converts in the household of faith. 

According to tradition, Cornelius was the second Bishop of Caesarea, the 
metropolitan see of Palestine.  Undoubtedly, Cornelius and his household formed the 
nucleus of the first Church in this important city, a Church that was gathered by Philip the 
Evangelist (Acts 8:40 and 21:8). 

(and no, Virginia, carols are not just for Christmas anymore) that my research assistant 
tracked down for me: 

To bow the head 
In sackcloth and in ashes, 
Or rend the soul, 
Such grief is not Lent's goal; 
But to be led 
To where God's glory flashes, 
His beauty to come nigh, 
To fly, to fly, 
To fly where truth and light do lie.§     - Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence 

 

* One of the heresies which the early Christians rejected was Gnosticism which taught that salvation lay in the 
mastery of secret knowledge (Greek: gnosis) and rejected physical creation and any enjoyment of it as evil. 
 

† The Ash Wednesday Liturgy, BCP page 265 
 

‡ Of course this can and often should other areas of spiritual reading and study as well. 
 

§  Cited from http://www.reformedworship.org/article/december-1995/where-gods-glory-flashes.  I could not find 
the full text online, but it is in The Oxford Book of Carols, ed. Percy Dearmer, R. Vaughan-Williams, Martin Shaw; 
Oxford and New York, Oxford University Press. 

(Continued from page 8) 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

http://www.reformedworship.org/article/december-1995/where-gods-glory-flashes
mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
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Whhops! We missed you last week! Youth Alpha 

took an unplanned break last Sunday as many were 

home awaiting the big game with much anticipation.  

WE continue this week with the question:  “Why and 

how should I read the Bible?”  You’ll be sure to 

know how to find your way by the end of this 

session, and we’ll have you all saying “I’m all right, 

Jack!” 

Have you been 

missing out on 

the Youth 

Alpha 

program?  Don’t worry, 

there’s still plenty left to 

come check out.  Join us 

at 4pm this Sunday to get 

started. 

St. Paul’s OWN 

Feb 10th  -  Youth Group 4-7 pm 

Feb 17th  -  No Youth Group 

Feb 22nd-24th  -  MBC Retreat 

Mar 3rd  -  Youth Group 4:30-7 pm 

Mar 10th  -  Youth Group 4:30-7 pm 

Mar 17th  -  Youth Group 4:30-7 pm 

This Sunday, February 10th, there will be a meeting for all parents of 
the youth attending the Monadnock retreat in February. The meeting 
will start at 4 pm and will end in time for the Speakers Forum “Helping 
Kids to Love Their Lives” with Susie Case, which you are all invited to 
attend from 4:30-6:00. 

Please bring to the meeting the remaining tuition fee of $25 along 
with the completed registration and 
health forms for the retreat. 

 

Mission Central 
 

This week at Mission Central, we’re 
looking at the ministry which is organizing 
our summer mission trip, Youthworks.  
Founded in 1994, Youthworks hosted about 
400 youth at two different sites that 
summer.  Nearly 20 years later, there are 
more than 70 active mission communities 
which will be served by over 35,000 youth 
this summer.  A non-denominational 
ministry, Youthworks is founded on six 
values. To be youth minded, emulate 
servant leadership, be relationship oriented, 
change lives with the message of Christ, 
ecumenical, and ministry focused.  These 
values are based on the core purpose of the 
organization: to provide life-changing, 
Christ-centered mission trips. 

This will be St. Paul’s first mission trip 
with this organization and we are excited to 
be partnering with Youthworks.  Stay tuned 
next week to find out more about where we 
are headed for our week of serving. 

Time Change!  Don’t 
forget  -  Youth Group 

starts at 4pm this Sunday 

http://www.facebook.com/StPaulsOWN
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†  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 

 

Opening Hymn O Wondrous Type! O Vision Fair 
Gradual Hymn O Light of Light, Love Given Birth Music: Rockingham  
Offertory Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise 

Closing Hymn Alleluia, Song of Gladness Music: Cwm Rhondda  
 

Immortal, Invisible 
 

B ased on I Timothy 1:17, "Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only 
wise God, be honor and glory for ever and ever."  "Immortal, Invisible, God Only 

Wise" reminds us of the awe and reverence that we need to have as we worship our God.  
Even as we cannot see the sun, we see 
merely the light reflected by the hot gases 
surrounding the sun, so God’s glory is hid 
from our eyes.  Even the angels cover their 
faces in God’s presence (Isaiah 6:2) 
because they cannot look on God’s full 
glory. 

"Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise" 
draws from other Scriptural references as 
well.  "The Ancient of Days" from stanza 
one is from Daniel 7:9.  "Thy justice like 
mountains" from stanza two is from Psalm 
36:6.  Originally written with six stanzas, 
stanza four referenced II Corinthians 3:15-16.  The original stanzas four and five were 
combined to make the contemporary fourth stanza. 

Great Father of Glory, pure Father of Light, Thine angels adore thee, all veiling their 
sight; But of all thy rich graces this grace, Lord, impart -Take the veil from our faces, the 
vile from our heart.  

All laud we would render; O help us to see 'Tis only the splendor of light hideth thee, 
And so let thy glory, almighty, impart, Through Christ in his story, thy Christ to the heart. 

"Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise" was first published in Hymns of Christ and 
Christian Life, (1876).  The text was altered by the author and published in W. Garrett 
Horder’s Congregational Hymns. (1884). 

 

Directions: 
Cut beef across grain into about 1 1/2x1/2-inch strips.  Cook mushrooms, onions and 
garlic in butter in 10-inch skillet over medium heat, stirring occasionally, until onions 

are tender; remove from skillet.  Cook beef in 
same skillet until brown.  Stir in 1 cup of the 
broth, the salt and Worcestershire sauce.  Heat to 
boiling; reduce heat.  Cover and simmer 15 
minutes.  Stir 
remaining 1/2 cup 
broth into flour; stir 
into beef mixture.  
Add onion mixture; 
heat to boiling, 
stirring constantly.  
Boil and stir 1 
minute.  Stir in sour 
cream; heat until 
hot (do not boil).  
Serve over noodles. 

†  Classic Beef Stroganoff 

Ingredients: 
1 1/2 pounds beef sirloin steak, 1/2 
inch thick  

8 ounces fresh mushrooms, sliced (2 
1/2 cups)  

2 medium onions, thinly sliced  
1 garlic clove, finely chopped  
1/4 cup butter or margarine  
1 1/2 cups Progresso® beef flavored 
broth (from 32-ounce carton)  

1/2 teaspoon salt  
1 teaspoon Worcestershire sauce  
1/4 cup Gold Medal® all-purpose 
flour  

1 1/2 cups sour cream  
3 cups hot cooked egg noodles  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zHUKiz3t4qI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OCo8GxCaE-4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-I_VwA4d44g
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N82ktr-TVFo
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?search=1%20timothy%201:17&version=50
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%206:2;&version=50;
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Daniel%207:9;&version=50;
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2036:6;&version=50;
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2036:6;&version=50;
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=II%20Corinthians%203:15-16;&version=50;
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†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   
   

T his sermon speaks to our common call to Christ's service.  
Looking at the call of Jeremiah, as well as Paul's emphasis 

on love from 1 Corinthians, Fr. Shepley asks us to seek God's 
leading in identifying our purpose in life, our gifts and how we 
find fulfillment in service under God. 

To replay or watch Fr. Shepley’s sermon, follow this link for 

The Sunday Sermons or click on the photo to the left. 

http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 
 

Glory on the Mount 
 

Exodus 34:29-35 

I n our first reading we hear how Moses’ face shone after he had spoken with the Lord.  
When Moses came down from Mount Sinai after again 

receiving the ten commandments, the people were afraid to approach 
him because of the radiance of his face.  Whenever he talked with the 
people, he had to wear a veil. 

Psalm 99 
The holy and mighty Lord reigns on high.  God spoke to Israel’s 

leaders from a pillar of cloud and has forgiven them their misdeeds. 
2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2 

In our New Testament reading Paul celebrates the freedom and 
boldness that comes to believers through Christ.  Moses veiled his 
face when leaving the Lord’s presence, but now the veil is removed 
and open access is given to God in Jesus.  The Spirit brings 
transformation through God’s mercy, therefore right conduct and 
transparency are to characterize the dealings of God’s people, 
commending themselves to all with clear conscience. 

Luke 9:28-43a 
Our Gospel is the story of Jesus’ transfiguration.  The narrative is 

richly woven with themes and symbols drawn from Israel’s past and 
its hopes for the future.  Moses and Elijah represent the law and 
prophets whose promises Jesus fulfills.  While Jesus is praying, divine 
glory is reflected in his human person.  The chosen disciples hear a 
voice from the cloud declaring that this is God’s beloved Son.  The 
next day, having descended the mountain, Jesus’ ministry continues with the dramatic 
healing of a boy subject to convulsions, astounding all with the glory of God. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

  Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings 

will be available at the back of the church. 

“It is fashionable in some academic 

circles to exercise scholarly criticism of the 

Bible.  In so doing, scholars place 

themselves above the Bible and seek to 

correct it.  If indeed the Bible is the Word 

of God, nothing could be more arrogant.  It 

is God who corrects us; we don’t correct 

Him.  We do not stand over God but 

under Him.” 

― R.C. Sproul, Five Things Every 

Christian Needs to Grow  

†  Photo Contest for March Sword of the Spirit 

C alling all photographers!  We are looking for a cover photo for 

our next monthly Sword.  The March Sword will have a theme of 

Lent and Holy Week.  Be creative.  The deadline is February 

25th.  Send your pictures to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpiLast_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpiLast_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpiLast_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpiLast_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/1250965.R_C_Sproul
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/1378173
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/1378173
mailto:st.paulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=January%20Cover%20Photo
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†  Are You An Alpha Cook? 
 

Our Alpha Course is going and heading to the half way mark.  Our meal coordinator 

Robin Powell and her crew has done a great job and deserves our thanks.  She still needs 

assistance with salads and entrees.  Contact her at: Robin6408@att.net or 203-775-4266 or 

203-969-4394 (cell). 

†  Announcement Deadlines 

F or the Sunday bulletins please submit your information by the preceding 
Monday  to bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com.  For Sword Points please 

submit it by Wednesday afternoon each week to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

 
Sword  Points 

mailto:Robin6408@att.net
mailto:bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com
mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
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†  Acolyte Training & Pizza Party 

I t is that exciting time of year again!  Get ready for our 4th annual super-fun 

training session followed by an awesome pizza party at Rocco's.  It will be 

Sunday the 17th of February starting at 5pm at the church, and then around 6pm we will 

head over for the party.  Parents, plan to pick the kids up at Rocco's at 7:30pm.  Unless, 

of course, the new Peachwave across the street is open, and then maybe 8:00 there!  
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
…..Dot Blake, convalescing from a stroke at Filosa in Danbury. 
…..Alice Keller, strength and freedom from pain. 
…..All Saint’s, East Harford; St. John’s, East Hartford; Christ & the 
Epiphany, East Haven; St. John’s, East Windsor. 
…..Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East. 
…..Cy Dennerlein, recovering from a fall. 
…..Barbara Kast, continued healing of her back. 
…..the people of the Democratic Republic of the Congo. 
…..Tom Balash, strength and mobility. 
…..A job for Mary Ellen. 
…..The Haitian Ministry working group. 
…..Ralph D., successful acceptance of his heart transplant. 
….creativity in Bible distribution in Bhutan where only Buddihist texts are 
allowed. 
…..Ginny Beck for  healing for bulging neck disc and relief from pain. 
…..David Wilson, strength, peace and a miracle of healing as he battles brain 
cancer. 
…..Randy A, healing from blood clots. 
…..Bill Mayers’ daughter, for recovery from a heart condition. 
…..A young couple that needs provision, employment, and a place to live within range of 
St. Paul's. 
…..Kay Tucker, a miracle of healing. 
…..An increase in business for Walter. 
…..Michael for protection in Sudan with the UN peacekeeping service. 

 

Psalm 6:2  - Have mercy on me, Lord, for I am faint; heal me,  
Lord, for my bones are in agony. 

 

He who has learned to pray has learned the greatest secret of a holy and happy life- 
William Law  

Vespers 
Sundays 6:00 pm 

“Refreshing!     Renewing!     Soaking in God’s presence!” 
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Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

† It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks Sword Points: 
 

Chris 
Barrett, 
Drew 

Crocker, Lynne 
Donnelly, Bill 
Loring, Diane 
Loring, Beth 

Miller, Patrick 
O’Connors, Linda 

Pendergast,  
Kirsten Peterson, 
Joe Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, David 

Szen, Pam Szen, 
Don Winkley.  

https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000428757685
http://www.faithstreet.com/church/st-pauls-anglican-brookfield-center-ct

