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Sword Points 
Transforming 

Lives 
Through 

Jesus 

†  Mission Trip Fundraiser - Sponsor Our OWN 
 

O ur Youth Group is off to a huge start with what is shaping up to be their final 

fundraiser for their summer mission trip to Onancock, Virginia.  With 18 sponsors 

already signed up, we raised $1,050 in our first week!  We are still looking for 30 sponsors 

to complete this fundraiser, please see us at coffee hour this week and next to learn more. 

So, what is “Sponsor Our OWN”?  We’re looking for one-time donations made on 

behalf of each youth attending the mission trip.  There are twelve students going, and we 

need four sponsors for each youth, with set amounts going towards specific expenses of the 

trip.  Each youth will need a tuition, 

housing, transportation, and food 

sponsor at $100, $75, $50, and $25 

respectively.  

However, being a sponsor is 

more than just a monetary donation.  

We’re asking each sponsor to pray 

for their youth leading up to, during, and after the mission trip.  Along with that, we ask that 

you write a short word of encouragement for the student to read while on the trip, providing 

a much needed connection to home while they are away serving. 

Of course, we know that when you decide to sponsor, you’ll want a first-hand account 

of all that goes on during the trip.  In August, St. Paul’s OWN will hold a sponsor thank-

you dinner where we’ll recap our trip and share the memories with you. 

Several members of St. Paul’s OWN thank their favorite Rector Emeritus, Fr. George 
Crocker, who presented the Youth Group with a check from the Exchange Club of 
Brookfield for $1,000 toward their summer mission trip. 

C:/Documents and Settings/Gail Winkley/My Documents/Acolytes
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†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   
   

I n his sermon last Sunday, Fr. Shepley explains the contextual 
background behind Jesus' parable of the Prodigal Son while inviting 

the congregation into a closer relationship with God.  Expanding the 
message to include what it means to be Christ's ambassadors, this 
message encourages evangelism and a renewed sense of "coming home"  
To replay all our sermons, follow this link for The Sunday Sermons. 

†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Mar 14 - 1:00 pm - Dorothy Day Ministry, Danbury 

   7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, Mar 16 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

   10:00 am - Israel Trip Orientation Meeting, Guild Room 

   10:00 am - St. Paul’s Quilters, Parish Hall 

   10:00 am - Church Spring Cleaning, Sanctuary 

   2:00 pm - House of Prayer, Sanctuary 

Sun, Mar 17 - Fifth Sunday in Lent 
   8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

   9:15 am - Young Adult Bible Study, Youth Lounge 

   9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

   10:30 am - Sunday School 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

   4:30 pm - Teen Parenting Class, Guild Room  

   4:30 pm - Youth Group, Youth Lounge 

  6:00 pm - Vespers 

Mon, Mar 18 - 7:00 pm - Stephen Ministry, Guild Room 

Tue, Mar 19 - Feast of St. Joseph 

  9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

Wed, Mar 20 - 10:00 am - Holy Eucharist and Healing 

  6:30 pm - The Alpha Course 

Thu, Mar 21 -  7:00 pm - Healing Team, Guild Room 

  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, Mar 23 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

Sun, Mar 24 - Sunday of the Passion: Palm Sunday 
   8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

   9:15 am - Young Adult Bible Study, Youth Lounge 

   9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

   10:30 am - Sunday School 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

   4:30 pm - Teen Parenting Class, Guild Room  

   4:30 pm - Youth Group, Youth Lounge 

  6:00 pm - Vespers 

†  Happy Birthday to You! 

J oan Kirner celebrates tomorrow!  Saturday is the big day for Kathi 

Brown & Marie Williams.  Elaine Skewis & Laurie DoBosh will be 

blowing out candles on Sunday.  Monday Kenneth Brown &  Sandy 

Chaleski will be opening presents.  Charles Connors & Rachel Melody 

will be another year older and wiser on Tuesday.  Marion Franklin will be 

expecting your cards on Wednesday.  Have a blessed day each one of you! 

http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
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There will be no 

Sunday School 

or Nursery on 

Easter, Sunday 

March 31st. 
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I t has been 

rumored 

that we’ll be  

having green chicken wings at Youth Alpha this 

week.  We thought it was blarney until we met 

this guy.  Come to Youth Alpha on Sunday at 

4:30 to find out! 

Student Spotlight 
For the next 12 weeks, we’ll be highlighting one of our OWN who are attending the 

summer mission trip. This week, we take a closer look at: 
 

Carolyn O’Hara 
 

Fast Fact Favorites 
Sport:  Lacrosse 
Youth Group Game:  Ships and Sailors 
Ice Cream Flavors:  Cookie Dough / Mint Chip 
Book of the Bible:  Revelation 
School Subject:  History / Marketing 
 
 My name is Carolyn O'Hara, I'm 16 years old, and I'm a junior at New 
Milford High School.  In my free time I love to stay active.  I play lacrosse 

in the winter and spring, and in the summer I slalom ski.  I also enjoy reading books and 
spending quality time with my family and friends.  I love to laugh and have fun with my 
twin sister!  I've belonged to St Paul’s church ever since I was a baby and have been going 
to Sunday school for as long as I can remember.  My Sundays begin when I go to the 8 
o'clock service.  Then from there, I go to the teen bible study with Sapta (Mrs. Hannah).  
After that, I teach Sunday school with my twin sister for children ages 6-8.  I'm also a part of 
our church’s youth group and sing at the Sunday evening vesper service. 

I'm really looking forward to the mission trip this July 2013!  It will be my first mission 
trip ever and I'm so excited that I'll get to be experiencing it 
with my close friends from the St Paul’s youth group.  I 
can only imagine what wonders and impacts I'll be coming 
across during the week in Virginia.  I'm hoping to get a lot 
out of it.  This including coming to a closer understanding 
of how God can work through us to help others who need 
Gods love and grace. 

St. Paul’s OWN 

Mar 17th  -  Youth Group 4:30-7 pm 

Mar 24th  -  Youth Group 4:30-7 pm 

Mar 31st  -  NO Youth Group 

Apr 7th  -  Youth Group 4:30-7 pm 

Apr 13th  -  Spring Work Day 

Apr 14th  -  Youth Group 4:30-7 pm 

A  lot of people have been asking what it is that 
we’ll be doing on the mission trip this summer. 

Well, there are a few things that we are doing, this 
week we’ll look at one of the two primary ministries 
we’ll be serving in: 
 

Work Projects 
These are a tangible way for us to serve the community through the painting and light 
weatherization of homes, community beautification, yard work, or building cleanup. 
Youthworks spends the better part of the year partnering with churches and other civil 
organizations in the local community that we’ll be serving in order to determine where the 
greatest need is. First priority is given to the elderly and housebound, but we may also be 
serving the impoverished or unemployed/underemployed.  

 

Mission Central 

http://www.facebook.com/StPaulsOWN
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†  Dorothy Day Ministry 

T oday and every second Thursday of the month, it’s St. Paul’s turn to cook and serve 
meals at the Dorothy Day Hospitality House in Danbury.  Please consider helping 

out in this vital ministry.  Contact Barbara DeAnzeris or Don Winkley for more info.  

Vespers 
Sundays 6:00 pm 

“Refreshing!     Renewing!     Soaking in God’s presence!” 

†  First Communion 

F irst Holy Communion classes will begin on Sunday, April 21 at 
9:45 am until 10:15 am in the Level IV classroom.  Classes will be 

held for four (4) consecutive weeks with First Holy Communion taking 
place on Sunday, May 19 during the 10:30 am service.  

†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

March 19th 
 

St. Joseph 
 

I n the face of circumstances that distressed 
even a man of such tenderness and obedience 

to God as Joseph, he accepted the vocation of 
protecting Mary and being a father to Jesus.  He 
is honored in Christian tradition for the nurturing 
care and protection he provided for the infant 
Jesus and his mother in taking them to Egypt to 
escape Herod’s slaughter of the innocents, and in 
rearing him as a faithful Jew at Nazareth.  The 
Gospel according to Matthew pictures Joseph as a 

man of deep devotion, open to mystical experiences, and as a man of 
compassion, who accepted his God-given responsibility with gentleness 
and humility. 

Joseph was a pious Jew, a descendant of David, and a carpenter by 
trade.  As Joseph the Carpenter, he is considered the patron saint of the 
working man, one who not only worked with his hands, but taught his 
trade to Jesus.  The little that is told of him is a testimony to the trust in 
God which values simple everyday duties, and gives an example of a 
loving husband and father. 
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†  Scholarly Speaking 

 

What About the Trinity? (Continued) 
 

Q.: Based on several informal but most interesting conversations in and 
around St. Paul's church - it might be helpful to have something written on the 
Trinity - what is united about them (in layman's language), and what is 
distinctive about each (in layman's language).  Then perhaps some very 
practical answers to questions - such as: 

(a) Does it matter whom we pray to - is there a preference or a rule about 
the one to whom we are to pray?  Are they powerful and wise enough to sort it 
out between them, no matter which of them we feel most comfortable praying to? 

(b) How do we see the different members of the Trinity active throughout the Bible.  Is 
there a pattern as to the types of interventions and actions taken by each one of them? 

(c) Do they have different personalities or personhood of their own?  How do we know 
this?  What analogy that is simple to share might represent their relationship to each other 
and to us, their creation? 

 

L ast week we looked at representations of the Trinity in art, and the different roles 
associated with each Person.  We can now consider some questions related the place 

of the Trinity in our prayers. 
There is a common, but not exclusive, tradition of praying to the Father, through (or in 

the Name of) the Son, and empowered by the Holy Spirit.  Thus in Matt. 6:9 Jesus teaches 
his disciples to pray, “Our Father…,” and in John 14:14 he promises them that he will do 
what they ask in his Name, and Paul tells us in 1 Cor. 12:8 that it is the Spirit who gives 
utterance to our prayers. 

While our Lord’s own prayers, not surprisingly, are addressed to the Father; Paul, in 1 
Cor. 1:2, speaks of Christians as those who “call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ” 
implying that prayer to Christ had also become normative.  Although I do not find examples 
in Scripture of prayers addressed directly to the Holy Ghost that too certainly seems 
appropriate as we are also called into fellowship with the Spirit (2 Cor. 13:14). 

Our Prayer Book provides a good representation of how prayers have been addressed in 
the formal worship of most Christians throughout history.  The majority of the 
prayers (of whatever form, whether praise, petition, penitence or invocation) are 
addressed to the Father (or simply to God, but in a context indicating the 
Father) and nearly always conclude “through Jesus Christ our Lord” and 
usually add an extension citing the Holy Spirit also. 
 There are, however, several prayers addressed directly to the Son* and the 
Great Litany (pp. 148-153) begins with four invocations, one each to Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost, and one to God as the Trinity; several petitions, all 
addressed to Christ, follow, then the Kyrie where each line is addressed to a 
separate Person of the Trinity, and the following prayers are addressed to the 
Father.  The Supplication may either conclude the Litany or be used separately, 
and is addressed partly to the Father and partly to the Son.  The shorter Litany 
for Ordinations (pp. 548-551), which we often use on Ember Days, also follows 
the same pattern. 

Except for the noted invocations in the Litanies and the 
Kyrie I cannot find any prayers directly addressed to the 
Spirit in the present Prayer Book† but there are several 
hymn/prayers which do invoke the Spirit directly,‡ and 
which are also part of our formal worship.  It is far more 
common, however, for prayers directly involving the Holy 
Ghost to ask the Father to send the Spirit. 

Informal and non-liturgical prayer, by its very nature, is 
much harder to pin down but the Jesus Prayer, “Lord Jesus 
Christ, Son of the living God: Have mercy on me, a sinner,” widely used in the West though 
it originated among the Orthodox is a clear example of prayer addressed to the Son.  N. T. 
Wright,§ incidentally, once suggested a broadening of this prayer into a three-fold and 
explicitly Trinitarian format: 

(Continued on page 7) 

http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Matt.%206.9
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/John%2014.14
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=230132401
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20Cor.%201.2
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20Cor.%201.2
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/2%20Cor.%2013.14
http://www.richardliantonio.com/blog/2008/02/the-great-litany-part-i/
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O ur annual Easter Egg Hunt will be held on 

Saturday, March 30th at 10 - 11:30 am for children 

pre-K to Grade 5.  We will be accepting donations of 

wrapped candy and would love some help with 

this fun event.  If you would like to help with 

planning a craft for the children, making a 

simple snack for the children to enjoy, please 

contact either Heather Melody or Lori O'Hara. 

Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth: 
Set up your kingdom in our midst. 

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living God: 
Have mercy on me, a sinner. 

Holy Spirit, breath of the living God: 
Renew me and all the world. 

 He notes that this proposal not only involves the whole of the 
Godhead, but also expands the scope of the prayer well beyond our 

individual need for mercy. 
Finally, it is safe to say that all three persons are powerful and wise enough to sort it out 

among them, no matter which of them we feel most comfortable praying to.  It may, 
however, be helpful to our relationship with God, in all 
three Persons, if we try to develop some awareness of 
how we address our prayers.  Dr. Wright’s sample 
prayer above gives a pattern for this by offering 
petitions to each Person based on his specific 
characteristics: to the Father as Creator and King, to the 
Son as merciful Redeemer, and to the Spirit as source of 
renewal.  This will not always be obvious, but when it is 
it may well increase our comfort level in choosing 
which one to pray to. 

- Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence 
 
 

*  Examples include the prayer After Receiving Communion (p. 834), and the Prayer/Hymn O Lamb of God (pp. 
152, 337, 407, and in a variant form p. 463) 

†  Earlier Prayer Books included two versions of a hymn directed to the Spirit in the Order for the Consecration 
of a Bishop, but the 1979 Book simply names them in a rubric (p. 520). 

‡  Examples can be found in the 1982 Hymnal at 226-230, 500-505, and 508-516 
§  Cited at http://ntwrightpage.com/Wright_Prayer_Trinity.htm 

(Continued from page 6) 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

What About the Trinity? 

A lmighty God, shepherd of souls, we pray for 

Francis chosen to be Pope: Guide him by 

your Spirit, give him grace to lead people in prayer 

and zeal and to follow in the footsteps of Jesus 

Christ your Son our Lord.  Amen. 

Prayer for the newPrayer for the new  

Pope FrancisPope Francis  

http://ntwrightpage.com/Wright_Prayer_Trinity.htm
mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
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   Holy Week Schedule  

Sun, Mar 24 - Sunday of the Passion: Palm Sunday 

   8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

   6:15 pm - Vespers 

Tue, Mar 26 - Tuesday in Holy Week 

   7:30 pm - Tenebrae 

Wed, Mar 27 - Wednesday in Holy Week 

   10:00 am - Holy Eucharist and Healing 

Thu, Mar 28 -   Maundy Thursday 

   7:30 pm  - Foot Washing, Stripping of Altar & Holy Eucharist 

Fri, Mar 29 - Good Friday 

   10:00 am - Ecumenical Good Friday Walk 

   12:00 pm - Liturgy & Ante-Communion 

   6:30 pm - Stations of the Cross 

   7:30 pm - Liturgy & Ante-Communion 

Sat, Mar 30 - Holy Saturday 

   10:00 am - Children’s Easter Celebration 

   99:00 pm - The Great Vigil of Easter 

Sun, Mar 31 - Sunday of the Resurrection:  Easter Day 

   8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

†  Is the Chaplain Service of Connecticut Calling You? 
 

T he Chaplain Service of CT’s Associate Chaplain Program is having 
remarkable results.  Their mission is to train Associate Chaplains for Nursing 

Homes and Convalescent Homes Ministry to comfort, encourage and share the 
Blessed Hope of The Gospel. 

The next Associate Chaplain training session will be held on Saturdays beginning 
April 6, 13, 20, 27, and ending May 4.  Classes are from 10 am to 
noon at 2 Stony Hill Rd Bethel (across from Target).  There is a 
onetime fee of $40 to cover our nationally and locally recognized 
materials. 

Candidates must have a letter of recommendation from their 
Pastor.  Chaplain Service of Connecticut Inc (CSC) trains, certifies 
and insures the graduates. 

CSC helps them to receive access to a Nursing Home of their 
choice, to carry out this much needed ministry.  The Associate 
Chaplains are representative of their church and we have found them 
to become more active in their faith and church. 

Our Statement of Faith and Purpose and application are available by contacting them at  
anytime at 203-733-8042 or email at chaplainservicect@gmail.com. Thank you. 

†  Did You Get to See Did You Get to See Did You Get to See 
Our Gift from Bishop Our Gift from Bishop Our Gift from Bishop 

Makaya?Makaya?Makaya?   
 

T wo weeks ago during his 
visit with us Bishop Sadock 

Makaya of Western Tanganyika presented Fr. Joe this 
lovely carved “Last Supper.”  This beautiful piece will 
surely be part of our annual Holy Week celebrations. 

mailto:chaplainservicect@gmail.com
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† Vestry Meeting Minutes 

 

February 11th 

Opening: Fr. Shepley opened the meeting 
with prayer at 7:30 pm. 

 

Presentation: Kevin McQueen and Curt 
Verdi of McQueen/Verdi Group LLC made a 
presentation on plans to renovate the Parish 
Hall and answered questions from the 
Vestry. 

 

Opening: Fr. Shepley welcomed new 
members of the Vestry and led a devotional 
on Psalm 127.  We are responding to a vision 
from the Holy Spirit.  Pray for the building 
of our spiritual house for the purpose of 
bringing people into our midst where the 
Holy Spirit can bring them into a relationship 
with Christ.  Joe Bernardo gave his 
thanksgivings about first coming here nine 
years ago and feeling like he was home.  The 
Lord provides where he guides us to build 
for growth.  The January minutes were 
approved as circulated. 

 

Treasuruer’s Report (Chuck Allen): We 
spent $2,487 more than we took in January.  
Our Mission Budget is up to date. 

 

Committee Reports: Property Committee 

reports the estimates for painting of the 
sanctuary need to be firmed up and then will 
be brought to the Vestry for approval. 

 

Rector’s Report: Fr. Shepley is excited 
about the proposal for 
renovations of the Parish 
Hall.  Patrick and Shane 
are doing a great job 
with the youth.  Our 
church is growing in 
exciting ways. 

 

Oold Business: A full 
day Vestry Retreat will 
be held March 23rd at 
The Oratory of the Little Way in 
Gaylordsville, CT. 

 

New Business: There was no new 
business. 

 

Closing: The meeting was closed at 9:12 
pm with corporate prayer followed by Fr. 
Shepley leading us in the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
Lois Hunt, Clerk of the Vestry 
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†  Transforming Stewardship 

 

“For his sake I have accepted the loss of all things and I 

consider them so much rubbish, that I may gain Christ…” 

(Philippians 3:8) 
 

L earning to detach ourselves from our material 

possessions and seeing them as ”rubbish” is an 

important step in growing closer to Jesus Christ.  Then we are 

able to give more freely and joyfully. 
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†  The Rector’s Forum 
 

A dult Education meets each Sunday from 9:30-10:15am in the 
Guild Room and is led by Fr. Shepley.  "The Rector's 

Forum," has started an in-depth study of the Book of Genesis.  
With Tara Shepley assisting, this class will bring participants deep 

into the Word of God, verse by verse, further extending our parish 
mission of "Transforming Lives Through Jesus Christ." 

† Joy Unlimited 
 

I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the 
sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, if 
somehow I may attain the resurrection of the dead.  Not that I have 
already reached the goal; but I press on to make it my own 
because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 

Philippians 3:10-12 
 

I f there lurks in most modern minds the notion that to desire 
our own good and earnestly to hope for the enjoyment of it is 

a bad thing, I submit that this notion has crept in from Kant and the 
Stoics and is no part of the Christian faith.  Indeed, if we consider 
the unblushing promises of reward and the staggering nature of the 
rewards promised in the Gospels, it would seem that our Lord finds 
our desires, not too strong, but too weak.  We are halfhearted 
creatures, fooling around with drink and sex and ambition when 
infinite joy is offered us, like an ignorant child who wants to go on 
making mud pies in a slum because he cannot imagine what is 

meant by the offer of a holiday at the sea.  We are far too easily pleased. 
- C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity 

†  Women of the Bible,  A Special Retreat 
 

T he Women of St. Paul’s invite you to join them on a weekend 
retreat featuring a presentation of “Women of the Bible” by 

nationally acclaimed 
Christian actor Anita 
Gutschick on May 3rd - 
5th at the Camp 
Washington Retreat Center 
in Lakeside, CT.  Anita 
will dramatize the lives of 
three different Biblical 
women.  Come experience 
their stories as they reach 
across the generations to touch our hearts and 
empower us to face the challenges of our 
daily lives.  You will laugh with these 
women, cry with them, and see yourself in 
their stories. 
 

“When I saw the Sinful Woman 

portrayed by Anita receive her 

forgiveness, I realized that I had never 

allowed Him to forgive me, and I did 

then confess that and opened myself to 

receive that forgiveness.” 
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Meets on Sunday’s thru March 24 

4:30 - 6:00 pm (same time as Youth Group) in the Guild Room 

All parents & grandparents welcome.  Click on this ad for more info. 

†  Change for Change 
 

D uring this time of unprecedented uncertainty children are the 

first to suffer from neglect, child abuse, hunger and trauma.  

The Bishop’s Fund for Children is there spreading the love of Jesus 

and supporting grassroots care for the State’s most at risk children. 

You can make a difference by taking a yellow mite box and 

filling it with your loose change.  Please bring them in as you fill 

them, placing them in the offering plate and take another. 

Please return all boxes on or before April 7th to your Sunday 

school classroom.  Bless you for your support. 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/home/parenting-teens.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/home/parenting-teens.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/home/parenting-teens.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/home/parenting-teens.html
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A favorite holiday brunch dish that can be prepared the night before and popped in 
the oven to bake the next morning. 

 

Directions: 
Preheat oven to 350°.  Combine first 3 ingredients in a 
small saucepan.  Cook over medium heat 5 minutes or 
until mixture is bubbly, stirring constantly.  Pour 
mixture evenly into a 13 x 9-inch baking dish coated 
with cooking spray.  Arrange bread slices in a single 
layer over syrup in dish.  
Combine milk and next 4 
ingredients (through eggs) 
in a large bowl, stirring 
with a whisk.  Pour egg 
mixture over bread slices.  
Cover and refrigerate for 8 
hours or overnight.  
Combine 2 tablespoons 
granulated sugar and 
cinnamon.  Sprinkle evenly 

over bread.  Bake at 350° for 50 minutes or until golden.  Let 
stand for 5 minutes before serving.  Makes 10 servings. 

†  Caramel French Toast 

Incredients: 
1 cup packed light brown sugar 
1/2  cup  light-colored corn syrup 
1/4 cup butter 
Cooking spray 
10 (1-ounce) slices French bread (soft 
bread such as Pepperidge Farm) 

2 1/2  cups 1% low-fat milk 
1 tablespoon  all-purpose flour 
1 1/2 teaspoons vanilla extract 
1/4 teaspoon salt 
2 large eggs 
2 tablespoons granulated sugar 
1 teaspoon ground cinnamon 

†  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 

 

Opening Hymn The King of Love My Shepherd Is 
Gradual Hymn I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light 
Offertory King of Glory, King of Peace 
Closing Hymn Be Thou My Vision Music: Slane  
 

But you, beloved, are not in darkness . . . for you are all children of light 
and children of the day.” (1 Thes. 5:4-5 NRSV) 

 

“I  Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” was written in the sweltering hot summer 
of 1966 by Kathleen Thomerson, an Episcopalian organist.  Kathleen had moved 

to St. Louis, Missouri in the fall of 1965.  The following summer, 
her mother came from Houston, Texas, to visit.  Because an airline 
strike cancelled her mother’s travel plans and a heat wave was 
making St. Louis unbearable.  Thomerson decided to drive her 
mother back to Houston.  This hymn came to her as she anticipated 
visiting her “brothers and sisters in Christ at the Episcopal 
Church of the Redeemer in Houston.”  It was written as a 
scriptural meditation and prayer.  It was inspired by many Bible 
verses, including Genesis 1:17; Isaiah 60:19; Psalm 75:16; Psalm 
139:12; Ephesians 3:17; 5:8; Galatians 4:6; Hebrews 1:3; 1 
Thessalonians 5:5; 2 Peter 1:19; 1 John 1:5-7; and Revelation 
21:23. 
 On one, hand it may be sung as a prayer for illumination.  The 
congregation sings “Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus.”  The second 
stanza conveys a longing to see Jesus and to be led through Christ 

to the presence of the Father.  On the other hand, it may be sung as a song of dedication.  
The worshiper commits to live in the light of Christ, singing, “I want to walk . . . I want to 
see . . . I’m looking for . . .”  And in hope and anticipation, the worshiper concludes in 
stanza 3, “When we have run with patience the race, we shall know the joy of Jesus.” (From 
Reformed Worship, Sept. 2008, No. 89) 

http://nicedeb.wordpress.com/2013/01/27/your-sunday-hymn-the-king-of-love-my-shepherd-is-3/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7dL91txxk_M
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QTNDNVV8ICg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sMsEDVm-cT0
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 
 

Signs of Love 
 

 Isaiah 43:16-21 

O ur Hebrew scripture lection tells how the same Lord who brought the people though 
the Red Sea waters and crushed the army of the Egyptians will do a new thing in 

this day when God will bring the people home though the wilderness.  No longer need the 
Israelites only remember the things the Lord did for them in the past.  It is the end of the 
exile; again God forms the chosen people.  A safe way will be made in the wilderness, and 
rivers will flow in the barren desert. 

 Psalm 126 
A song of hope and joy sung to the Lord, who restores the fortunes of God’s 

people. 
 Philippians 3:4b-14 
In our epistle the apostle Paul can boast of his religious background, yet 

nothing matters in comparison with knowing Christ as his Lord.  If righteousness 
were to be based on a legalistic understanding of religion, Paul has any number of 
points in his favor.  But all such privilege he now counts as garbage so that he may 
belong to Christ though faith and share in his sufferings.  Forgetting what lies 
behind, he presses on toward the call ahead. 

 John 12:1-8 
In our gospel story Jesus, but a few days before his passion, is at supper with 

Lazarus, Martha, and Mary when Mary anoints his feet with costly ointment.  She 
then wipes his feet with her hair.  Jesus links her action to his final anointing at 
burial, but Judas, seeking personal gain, chastises them over the cost of the 
perfume and invokes the needs of the poor.  This action fits the extreme nature of the 
moment, Jesus counsels.  Love like Mary’s will not overlook the poor. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

  Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings 

will be available at the back of the church. 

†  Photo Contest for April Sword of the Spirit 

C alling all photographers!  We are looking for a cover photo for our 

next monthly Sword.  The April Sword will have a theme of Lent 

and Holy Week.  Be creative.  The deadline is March 25th.  Send 

your pictures to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

“May the strength of 

God pilot us, may the 

wisdom of God instruct 

us, may the hand of 

God protect us, may the 

word of God direct us. 

Be always ours this day 

and for evermore. 

 - St. Patrick” 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Lent/CLent5_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Lent/CLent5_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Lent/CLent5_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Lent/CLent5_RCL.html#GOSPEL
mailto:st.paulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=January%20Cover%20Photo
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/may_the_strength_of_god_pilot_us-may_the_wisdom/151621.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/may_the_strength_of_god_pilot_us-may_the_wisdom/151621.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/may_the_strength_of_god_pilot_us-may_the_wisdom/151621.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/may_the_strength_of_god_pilot_us-may_the_wisdom/151621.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/may_the_strength_of_god_pilot_us-may_the_wisdom/151621.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/may_the_strength_of_god_pilot_us-may_the_wisdom/151621.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/may_the_strength_of_god_pilot_us-may_the_wisdom/151621.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/may_the_strength_of_god_pilot_us-may_the_wisdom/151621.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/may_the_strength_of_god_pilot_us-may_the_wisdom/151621.html
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†  Easter Memorials 

 

T here are envelopes on the back 
table for anyone wishing to 

have flowers in the church for Easter 
Sunday in memory of loved ones and 
friends.  All names will be listed in the 
Easter bulletin and are due by Sunday, 
March 24th.  Any questions may be 
directed to Gail Winkley at 203-775-
3343 or gailwinkley@yahoo.com.  
Thank you! 

A bility Beyond Disability’s Annual Gala is nearly 2 months away… 
and they are well into the planning process. The event will be 

taking place on Saturday, April 27th at the Amber Room Colonnade in 
Danbury. This “60th Anniversary Gala Is Celebrating Individual Triumphs”. 
The theme is glitz, glam and elegance and it’s going to be a blast. 

The Gala thrives because of the outstanding volunteers who help out 
year after year, so please consider donating your time in an effort to 
making this year the best yet. If you are interested please let Pam Szen 
know. 

†  Church Cleaning Day 

T his Saturday, March 16, everyone is invited 
to join in helping to make the church 

sanctuary spotless for Palm Sunday, Holy Week 
and Easter.  We will clean all the woodwork, 
vacuum the seat cushions, clean windows, clean all 
the brass, get rid of the cobwebs, etc.  We will 
begin around 10 am and finish no later than 2 pm.  
If you can only come for an hour or two - that is 
fine, too!   Cleaning supplies will be provided and 
possibly a snack or two for lunch.  Join us - as we 
all know that many hands make light work.  Please 
consider joining us as we serve the Lord in this 
place and in this way.  

mailto:gailwinkley@yahoo.com
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
…..Dot Blake, convalescing from a stroke at Filosa in Danbury. 
…..Alice Keller, strength and freedom from pain. 
…..St. John’s, Guilford; Grace & St. Peter’s, Hamden; Christ Church Cathedral, Hartford; 
Good Shepherd, Hartford. 
…..Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East. 
…..Cy Dennerlein, recovering from a fall. 
…..revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
…..Barbara Kast, continued healing of her back. 
…..the people of Nigeria. 
…..Tom Balash, strength and mobility. 
…..A job for Mary Ellen. 
…..Retirement communities, especially Seabury and Armsmear; 
chaplains at retirement communities. 
…..Ralph D., successful acceptance of his heart transplant. 
…..Catherine Clayton, for improved circulation and healing of her right ankle and foot 
after recent reconstructive surgery. 
…..the safe delivery of waterproof “Jungle Bibles” throughout the mountains and jungles of 
Colombia. 
…..Ginny Beck for  healing for bulging neck disc and relief from pain 
…..David Palmer, healing, good news and diagnosis from his doctors. 
…..David Wilson, strength, peace and a miracle of healing as he battles brain cancer. 
…..relief from the swarms of locusts in the Middle East. 
…..Randy A, healing from blood clots. 
…..Barbara Cappiello, prompt healing of her hand. 
…..Bill Mayers’ daughter, for recovery from a heart condition. 
…..Kay Tucker, a miracle of healing. 
…..An increase in business for Walter. 
…..Michael for protection in Sudan with the UN peacekeeping service. 

 
Exodus 15:25  "For I am the Lord who heals you." 

 

“The fewer the words, the better the prayer.”  
— Martin Luther  

†  Girl Scout Sunday 

Last Week 

L ast Sunday several of 

our Girl Scouts took 

part in Scout Sunday and 

received a special participation 

badge for their vest at the 10:30 

am service.  A 

couple of them 

posed for the 

picture on 

the left 

(including 

one future 

scout). 
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Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

T wo of St. Paul’s Own 

will be starring in 

Carousel that will be presented 

by New Milford High School.  

Sisters Michele and Erinn 

O’Hara will be familiar faces to 

many St. Paul’s parishioners. 

All seating is reserved at $10 

per ticket. For tickets, call the 

box office at 860-350-6647ext. 

1552.  

Performance Dates: 

Friday, March 15th - 7 pm 

Saturday, March 16th - 7 pm 

Sunday, March 17th - 3 pm 

Friday, March 22nd - 7 pm 

Saturday, March 23rd - 2 pm & 7 pm  

Don't take yourself too seriously. Laugh at yourself. 

Laughter is like an internal workout. It exercises the 

emotions and keeps them healthy. 

† It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks Sword Points: 
 

Chris 
Barrett,  
Drew 

Crocker, Lynne 
Donnelly, M.J. 

Hartell, Pat 
Jennings, Bill 
Loring, Doug 

Melody, Beth 
Miller, Patrick 

O’Connors, Linda 
Pendergast,  

Kirsten Peterson, 
Bill Schrull, Joe 
Shepley, David 

Szen, Pam Szen & 
Don Winkley 

https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000428757685
http://www.faithstreet.com/church/st-pauls-anglican-brookfield-center-ct

