
   

    

 www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com (203) 775-9587 April 11, 2013 

Sword Points 
Transforming 

Lives 
Through 

Jesus 

†  Last Sunday: Anything But Low 
 

I f you were in church last Sunday, you would have seen that it was as lively as ever.  
The second service involved our usual altar area packed in with kids for the 

Children's Sermon, followed by a solo of "Amazing Grace" from the altar steps by one of 
those children, Katrina Geslein.  It was a beautiful moment, 
and a reminder that we honor our children by allowing God 
to call out their gifts.  And as we give God the room to 
elevate our young ones as Jesus called us to do (Matthew 
19:14), we see that our kids have a lot to teach us about faith. 

The name "Low Sunday," the Second Sunday of Easter, 
is said to derive from its relative unimportance compared to 
the solemnities of Easter Day.  However, I am not sure that 
name applies at St. Paul's Church!  In this Easter season, as we look to Pentecost, the Holy 
Spirit remains on the move among us, continuing this great sense of excitement that we 
have been identifying week to week.  Look ahead friends, and keep your eyes on Christ, for 
his glory is rising among us. 

 

In the Risen One, 
 

Fr. Joe 

†  Greetings from Jerusalem 
 

T his past week ten of our parishioners were on a pilgrimage in the Holy Land.  Last 
night this group attending Evensong at St. George’s Cathedral of the Episcopal 

Diocese of Jerusalem.  While they were there they located a needlepoint seat cushion sewed 
by the women of St. Paul’s in 1982 and still in use today. 

C:/Documents and Settings/Gail Winkley/My Documents/Acolytes
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   
   

O n the Sunday after Easter we are faced with our response to the 
Crucifixion and the Resurrection. When we consider all that was 

accomplished by Jesus on the Cross and the Father who raised his faithful Son 
from the dead on Easter our only appropriate response is Praise. Unbounded, 
over the top, outrageous Praise. Psalm 150 sets the how when and why we 
praise the Lord on this day. Thomas figured it out and so can we.  To replay 
all our sermons, follow this link for The Sunday Sermons. 

†  Happy Birthday to You! 
 

K evin Janofsky, Lorraine Estok & Tyler Mannion  
celebrate today!  Sunday is the big day for Nicole 
Castronova.  Andrew Melody & Sarah Shepley will be 

blowing out candles on Monday.  Carol Woien will be opening presents 
on Tuesday.  Shane Kirner, Steven Zombo &Susan Cavagna will be another 
year older and wiser on Wednesday.  Have a blessed day each one of you! 

S unday School's Out for Summer!  We will be wrapping up our Sunday School 

year on May 19th as well.  Look for more information in the weeks to come about 

our exciting "Summer" Sunday School program. 

†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Apr. 11 -  1:00 pm - Dorothy Day Ministry, Danbury 

  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, Apr. 13 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

Sun, Apr. 14 - Third Sunday of Easter 
  8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

  9:15 am - Young Adult Bible Study, Youth Lounge 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

  4:30 pm - Youth Group, Youth Lounge 

  6:00 pm - Vespers with Communion 

Mon, Apr. 15 - 7:00 pm - Stephen Ministry, Guild Room 

Tue, Apr. 16 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

Wed, Apr. 17 - 10:00 am - Holy Eucharist and Healing 

Thu, Apr. 18 -  7:00 pm - Healing Team, Guild Room 

  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, Apr. 20 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

  10:00 am - St. Paul’s Quilters, Parish Hall 

  2:00 pm - House of Prayer, Sanctuary 

Sun, Apr. 21 - Fourth Sunday of Easter 
  8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

  9:15 am - Young Adult Bible Study, Youth Lounge 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  9:45 am - First Communion Class 

  10:30 am - Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

  4:30 pm - Youth Group, Youth Lounge 

  6:00 pm - Vespers 

http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
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†  Israel 2013   
 

Here are some teaser pictures of 

our pilgrimage to the Holy Land.  

We’ll have articles in the future. 
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†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“Peter was distressed that Jesus had said to him a third 

time, ‘Do you love me?’ and he said to him, ‘Lord, you 

know everything; you know that I love you.’  Jesus said to 

him, ‘Feed my sheep.’”       (John 21:17) 
 

A ll of us are challenged to show our love for Jesus by 

“feeding His sheep.”  Through prayer ask God how 

you should best use your time, talent and treasure to assist 

those who are in need.  Remember that giving is an act of 

worship and helps advance the mission of our parish and 

greater Church. 

A nnual Sunday School Picnic - The annual Sunday school picnic will take place in 

the parish hall immediately following the 10:30 am service on Sunday, May 19th.  

Hamburgers, hot dogs and drinks will be provided.  If your last name begins with A-M, 

please bring a side dish or salad.  If your last name begins with N-Z, please bring a dessert 

(cookies, brownies, cupcakes).  If you are able to help out with this event, please speak with 

either Heather Melody or Lori O'Hara. 

†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

April 11th 
 

George Augustus Selwyn 
Bishop of New Zealand & of Litchfield, 1878 

 

G eorge Augustus Selwyn was born on April 5, 1809, at Hampstead, London.  He was 
prepared at Eton, and in 1831 was graduated from St. John’s College, Cambridge, 

of which he became a Fellow. 
 Ordained in 1833, Selwyn served as a curate at Windsor until his selection as 
first Bishop of New Zealand in 1841.  On the voyage to his new field, he 
mastered the Maori language and was able to preach in it upon his arrival.  In the 
tragic ten-year war between the English and the Maoris, Selwyn was able to 
minister to both sides, and to keep the affection and admiration of both natives 
and colonists.  He began missionary work in the Pacific islands in 1847. 
 Selwyn’s first general synod in 1859 laid down a constitution, influenced by 
that of the American Church, which was important for all English colonial 
Churches. 
 After the first Lambeth Conference in 1867, Selwyn was reluctantly 
persuaded to accept the See of Lichfield in England.  He died on April 11, 1878, 
and his grave in the cathedral close has been a place of pilgrimage for the Maoris 
to whom he first brought the light of the Gospel. 
 Bishop Selwyn twice visited the Church in America, and was the preacher at 

the 1874 General Convention. 

†  Coffee Hour 
 

P lease consider signing up to host a coffee hour.  It's fun, easy and rewarding!  

You would only be assigned three times a year and maybe less depending on 

how many people host.  All it would require would be to buy or bake a few items and 

set them out to share with your fellow church members.  We ESPECIALLY need 

volunteers for after the 8:00 a.m. service.  Please contact Mary Allen at 203-775-6633 

or CHAMLA@CHARTER.NET with any questions or to sign up.  Thanks all! 

tel:203-775-6633
mailto:CHAMLA@CHARTER.NET
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 †  First Communion 

F irst Holy Communion classes will begin on Sunday, April 21 
at 9:45 am until 10:15 am in the Level IV classroom.  Classes 

will be held for four (4) consecutive weeks with First Holy 
Communion taking place on Sunday, May 19 during the 10:30 am 
service.  

St. Paul’s is organizing a group to participate in the April 20th “Clean 
City Danbury Day” event.  If you are interested in joining, please contact 
Pam Szen at prszen@gmail.com. 

mailto:prszen@gmail.com
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†  The Rector’s Forum 
 

A dult Education meets each Sunday from 9:30-10:15am in the 
Guild Room and is led by Fr. Shepley.  "The Rector's 

Forum," has started an in-depth study of the Book of Genesis.  
With Tara Shepley assisting, this class will bring participants deep 

into the Word of God, verse by verse, further extending our parish 
mission of "Transforming Lives Through Jesus Christ." 
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 
 

“Do You Love Me?” 
 

 Acts 9:1-6, (7-20) 

I n this reading from the story of the early church we hear how Paul is converted from 
being an enemy of the Christian way in order to become the great apostle to the non-

Jewish peoples.  While he is headed toward Damascus to persecute Christians, Paul is 
encountered the risen Jesus.  Jesus calls him by his Jewish name, Saul, and asks 
why he is persecuting him by persecuting his followers.  Paul is blinded by the 
experience, but in Damascus his sight is restored and to it is added perception 
of his new faith and mission. 

 Psalm 30 
A hymn of praise and thanksgiving by one whom the Lord has saved from 

death. 
 Revelation 5:11-14 
This lesson presents a heavenly vision of the Lamb that was slain - a figure 

of Jesus.  Myriads of angels surround the elders and living creatures as they 
sing praises to the Lamb, joined by every creature in heaven, on earth, and 
under the earth.  He who through his blood has offered ransom for his people 
now lives and is worthy of all honor and glory. 

 John 21:1-19 
Our gospel tells of another appearance by Jesus to his disciples - this time after their 

return to the Sea of Tiberius or Galilee.  Several of the disciples go fishing and do not 
immediately recognize Jesus standing on the shore and telling them where fish may be 
caught.  Then the disciple whom Jesus loved (perhaps intended as a model for all disciples) 
perceives it is the Lord.  Led by the impulsive Peter they all join Jesus, bringing with them 
their net full with a hundred fifty-three large fish.  (The significance of this number remains 
unknown to us.)  As often in these stories, they share a meal with their risen Lord.  Jesus 
asks Simon Peter three times if he loves him, and three times instructs Peter to tend and feed 
his sheep as an expression of that love.  Peter will glorify God even in his death. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

  Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings 

will be available at the back of the church. 

†  Photo Contest for May Sword of the Spirit 

C alling all photographers!  We are looking for a cover photo 

for our next monthly Sword.  The May Sword will have a 

theme of spring (hopefully it will be here soon) and 

Pentecost.  Be creative.  The deadline is April 22nd.  Send your 

pictures to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

“All scripture is God-

breathed and is useful 

for teaching, rebuking, 

correcting and training 

in righteousness.”  

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEaster3_RCL.html#FIRST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEaster3_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEaster3_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEaster3_RCL.html#GOSPEL
mailto:st.paulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=January%20Cover%20Photo
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† Vestry Meeting Minutes 

 

March 11th 

Opening: Fr. Shepley opened the meeting 
with prayer at 7:30 pm and he read Mary 
Perry’s devotional on 2 Corinthians , living 
by faith.  Fr. Shepley expressed his 
thanksgivings for growth in the Parish, a 
faithful Vestry and our vision for the future 
improvements in the Parish hall as we build 
on that which our forefathers built for us.  
The February minutes were approved as 
circulated. 

Treasurer’s Report (Chuck Allen): 
Expenses exceeded income in February by 
$9,035, including $6,750 to Diocese for 
insurance and our pledge.  Fuel costs are also 
up. 

Committee Reports: There were no 
committee reports. 

Rector’s Report: The next Vestry meeting 
will be held on Wednesday, April 10th at 
7:30 pm.  Fr Shepley is excited about what 
the Holy Spirit is doing at St. Paul’s.  New 
people are coming, lots of little children.  He 
asked prayers for the future, for revival and 
for vision, that we would allow the Holy 
Spirit to lead us into the future. 

OLD BUSINESS: There was no old 
business. 

NEW BUSINESS: The Vestry approved 
Patrick O’Connors’ request for $1,000 to go 
to a Worship Conference on contemporary 
worship for one week.  Ken and Mary Perry 
have agreed to go to Stephen Ministry 
leaders training for this growing ministry.  
The Vestry approved funds for this training.  
The Vestry approved a request from David 
Williams on behalf of the Building 
Committee for $9,300 to take us to the final 
design for the Parish Hall renovations.  The 
Parochial Report to the Diocese was 
approved.  The Vestry Retreat will be held 
on March 23rd at the Oratory of the Little 
Way in Gaylordsville, from 9:00 to 4:00.  
David Williams commended Fr. Shepley on 
allowing the Holy Spirit to move powerfully 
in our Parish. 

Closing: Bonnie Wanzer closed the 
meeting with prayer at 8:44 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Lois Hunt, Clerk of the Vestry 
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†  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 

 

Opening Hymn Alleluia! Sing to Jesus 
Gospel Response Come, Let Us Join Our Cheerful Songs 
Offertory Shepherd of Souls, Refresh and Bless 
Closing Hymn Ye Servants of God, Your Master Proclaim 
 

Alleluia.  Sing to Jesus 
 

W illiam Dix wrote "Alleluia! Sing to Jesus" as a communion 
hymn for Ascension Sunday.  This hymn was originally 

called "Redemption through the Precious Blood" and was inspired by 
Revelation 5:9, "And they sang a new song, saying, You are worthy . . 
. for you were slain, and have redeemed us to God by your blood."  
Our hymn proclaims "His the triumph, His the victory alone."  
"Jesus . . . hath redeemed us by His blood." 

"Though the cloud from sight received Him," sings of Christ's 
ascension.  Even as He assured us he would not leave us as orphans, 
this hymn also reminds us of His faithful promise, "I am with you 
evermore." 

It was first published by Dix in Altar Songs, Verses on the Holy 
Eucharist, 1867. A year later it was included in the Appendix of 
Hymns Ancient and Modern, with a tune specifically written for it by 

Samuel Sebastian Wesley, called Alleluia. This tune is still preferred by Hymns Ancient and 
Modern, but it is seldom sung today. The 1909 edition had a different tune, Adoration, by B. 
Luard Selby, but this tune is not found in any modern hymnal. The tune to which it is most 
commonly sung is Hyfrydol, written by Rowland H. Prichard. 

 

†  Hummus 

Directions: 
Soak chickpeas for 24 hours in a bowl of water 

with baking soda or baking powder.  Replace the 
water after 12 hours but don’t add new baking soda 
or powder.  Drain and rinse thoroughly.  

Transfer the 
chickpeas to a big pot; 
pour in water so that it reaches a level that is one and a 
half times the height of the chickpeas in the pot.  Bring to 
a boil; skim off the foam that forms on the top.  Lower 
the flame; cook on a very gentle boil for 3 hours.  
Confirm softness by crushing one chickpea between 
thumb and forefinger.  Drain and reserve the cooking 
water.  

Traditionally the chickpeas are crushed using a mortar 
and pestle, but you can also grind them in a food 
processor or an electric mixer fitted with a dough hook.  
Grind or mash together chickpeas, raw tahini, lemon 
juice, garlic, salt and cumin.  Add the chickpeas’ cooking 
water 1 cup at a time, while grinding, until you obtain the 
desired consistency.  

If not eaten immediately, the hummus will thicken 
within a brief time.  Before serving, drizzle with a little 
olive oil and sprinkle with cumin and sweet paprika.  

Ingredients: 
2 1/2 cups small chickpeas of the 

Bulgarian or Hadas variety 
1 scant teaspoon baking soda or 

baking powder 
6 heaping tablespoons raw tahini 
6 tablespoons lemon juice 
2 garlic cloves 
1 1/2 teaspoons salt 
1 teaspoon cumin 
at least 3 1/2 cups hot water  

(preferably the cooking water 
from the chickpeas ) 

For garnish: 
olive oil 
Hot, whole cooked chick peas 
Cumin 
sweet paprika  

"He who sings prays twice" - St. Augustine  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FTCcAe_UrBs
http://cyberhymnal.org/htm/c/o/comeletu.htm
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d_HhwL7GOyU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SlrAF6jAunA
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†  Women of the Bible,  A Special Retreat 

 

T he Women of St. Paul’s invite you to join them on a weekend retreat featuring a 
presentation of “Women of the Bible” by nationally acclaimed Christian actor Anita 

Gutschick on May 3rd - 5th at the Camp Washington Retreat Center in Lakeside, CT.  
Anita will dramatize the lives of three different Biblical women.  Come experience their 
stories as they reach across the generations to touch our hearts and empower us to face the 
challenges of our daily lives.  You will laugh with these women, cry with them, and see 
yourself in their stories. 

“When I saw the Sinful Woman portrayed by Anita receive her forgiveness, I 

realized that I had never allowed Him to forgive me, and I did then confess that 

and opened myself to receive that forgiveness.” 
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
…..Dot Blake, convalescing from a stroke at Filosa in Danbury. 
…..Alice Keller, strength and freedom from pain; and thanksgiving as she moves back 
closers to her friends. 
…..Sharon Simon as she grieves the death of her father, Bud George. 
…..St. Andrew’s, Madison; St. Mary’s, Manchester; St. Andrew’s, Marble 
Dale; All Saints’, Meriden. 
…..Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East. 
…..Cy Dennerlein, recovering from a fall. 
…..revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
…..Barbara Kast, continued healing of her back. 
…..the people of Portugal. 
…..Tom Balash, strength and mobility. 
…..A job for Mary Ellen. 
…..Non-parochial and bi-vocational priests. 
…..Ralph D., successful acceptance of his heart transplant. 
…..strength and peace for Marvin Self. 
…..Catherine Clayton, for improved circulation and healing of her right ankle and foot 
after recent reconstructive surgery. 
…..Ginny Beck for  healing for bulging neck disc and relief from pain 
…..Diane Loring, healing of her wrist. 
…..David Palmer for continued healing. 
…..St. Paul’s pilgrimage to the Holy Land this week. 
…..Randy A, healing from blood clots. 
…..Bill Mayers’ daughter, for recovery from a heart condition. 
…..An increase in business for Walter. 
…..Michael for protection in Sudan with the UN peacekeeping service. 

 
Exodus 15:25  "For I am the Lord who heals you." 

 

Vespers 
Sundays 6:00 pm 

“Refreshing!     Renewing!     Soaking in God’s presence!” 
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Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

† It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks Sword Points: 
 

Chris 
Barrett,  
Rachel 
Chaleski, Sandy 
Chaleski, Drew 
Crocker, Lynne 
Donnelly, Pat 
Jennings, Bill 
Loring, Beth 

Miller, Patrick 
O’Connors, Linda 

Pendergast,  Kirsten 
Peterson, Joe Shepley, 

David Szen, Pam 
Szen, Don 

Winkley & Gail 
Winkley. 

T his past Saturday at Men's Prayer Breakfast, we had just finished a massive 

delicious blueberry pancake presentation when the phone in the parish hall rang.  

Usually the phone ringing at 8 am is not good news!  However, to our surprise, it was a 

Shalom call from our seven brothers in Israel.  They had their breakfast seven hours earlier 

and took the time to send greetings from the Holy Land!  A welcome call indeed - Shalom!  

https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000428757685
http://www.faithstreet.com/church/st-pauls-anglican-brookfield-center-ct

