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Dear Family in the Household of God, 

 

I n this season of Easter joy, I have been reflecting on how our Savior Jesus calls us to 

be a spiritual family, yet at the same time remaining a material community making a 

deeply textured tapestry.  We are all diverse works in progress, we come from different 

backgrounds and perspectives, but we find our common identity in what God has done for 

us in Christ, through "his blessed passion and precious death, his mighty resurrection and 

glorious ascension" (Book of Common Prayer, p. 335).  As we gather around the altar, our 

unity is found in Christ's perfection, not our own. 

Churches are not shiny showrooms.  They are more like family rooms, full of comfort, 
shared memories, time seemingly wasted, yet essential for health, outbreaks of laughter and 
yes, even occasional messes and spills, all making up our lives together week in and week 
out. Church is not about being seen by others, it is about seeing Another. 

For as long as Jesus insists on calling sinners and not the righteous to repentance, and 
there is no indication that his ways have changed, the church will remain just what it is, a 
community where all are welcome, where the Good News is shared and where lives are 
transformed by the Savior's self-giving love.  We are in the forgiveness business, pointing 
one another to the cross, forgiving one another from the heart, as God in Christ has forgiven 
us (Ephesians 4:32). 

People get disillusioned with church now and then. It is usually because of failed 
expectations.  And sometimes there are legitimate reasons for disappointment.  But the 
church is not so much what we are able to spotlessly offer, but rather what God freely gives, 
and not so much the people we would choose to be family, but rather the family God 
chooses for us.  

As I have looked through the Bible, it seems the church has always limped along 
surrounded by God's grace, no better and no worse than today.  One might wonder how such 
an odd composition of individuals making up the mystical Body of Christ, one that exists 
solely for those that are not yet its members, and one always just one generation away from 
extinction, could last this long.  I'll tell you how: the resurrection. Jesus is risen, he is the 
only point of perfection, and he calls us his own as he steers the vessel. 

As someone once said about the church: she creaks, she rocks, she rolls, and sometimes 
leaves one feeling a bit queasy, and even when the next storm is sure to sink her, she gets 
where she is going, with or without us.  Such is the life of a family on a divine voyage. 

As our family expands, and even creates some unavoidable growing pains along the 
way, may we grow in spirit and generosity.  This may involve rearranging the family room a 
bit, such as parking farther away from the main entrance to provide a space for a newcomer, 
wearing a name tag and taking the risk of introducing yourself to a person you don't know.  
And it may involve new depths of forgiveness and mercy toward one another, even those 
"not like us."  Yet this is the Savior's way, and we are called to reflect him, flawed as we 
are. 

Risen Lord, lead us as we grow together in 
love. 

Your Brother in Christ, 

Such is the life of a family on a divine voyageSuch is the life of a family on a divine voyage..  

St. Paul’s Church 
174 Whisconier Road 

Brookfield, Connecticut   06804 

(203) 775-9587 

www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com 
 

The Rev. Joseph Shepley, Rector 

Beth Miller, Parish Office Coordinator 
Church is not about being seen by others, it is 

about seeing Another. 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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The total for Mite 

Box collection this 

year was $223.96…

plus a token for 

sports park USA…

a guitar pick…and 

a paper clip!   
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†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   
   

L ooking at the role of Messiah, this sermon examines the 

historical context of the Feast of Dedication, the expectations 

among Israel and how Jesus fulfilled this role.  With an application of 

how God's faithfulness reaches us today, this message assures the 

believer that God's role in helping us in life is a clear promise of 

Scripture.  To replay all our sermons, follow this link for The Sunday 

Sermons.  See next page for meditation referenced in the sermon.  → 

†  Happy Birthday to You! 
 

M ichael Chengeri celebrates tomorrow!  Sunday is the 

big day for Anastasia Connors.  Chuck Allen will be 

expecting your card on Monday.  Giesele Castronova will be 

opening presents on Tuesday.  Have a blessed day each one of 

you! 

†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Apr 25 - St. Mark, the Evangelist 

  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, Apr 27 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

Sun, Apr 28 - Fifth Sunday of Easter 
  8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

  9:15 am - Young Adult Bible Study, Youth Lounge 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  9:45 am - First Communion Class, Upper Classroom 

  10:30 am - Sunday School, Upper Classrooms 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

  4:30 pm - Youth Group, Youth Lounge 

  6:00 pm - Vespers 

Tue, Apr 30 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

Wed, May 1 - St. Philip & St. James, Apostles 

  10:00 am - Holy Eucharist and Healing 

Thu, May 2 - 7:30 pm - Property Committee, Upper Classroom 

  7:30 pm - Mission Committee, Guild Room 

  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary  

Fri, May 3 - Sun, May 5  - “Women of the Bible” Retreat, Camp Washington 

Sat, May 4 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

Sun, May 5 - Sixth Sunday of Easter 
  8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

  9:15 am - Young Adult Bible Study, Youth Lounge 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  9:45 am - First Communion Class, Upper Classroom 

  10:30 am - Sunday School, Upper Classrooms 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

  4:30 pm - Youth Group, Youth Lounge 

  6:00 pm - Vespers 

How old would you be if you didn't know how old you are?   Satchel Paige 

http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/s/satchelpai103901.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/s/satchel_paige.html
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†  You Say…     I Say 
 

You say: "It's impossible"  
God says: All things are possible 

(Luke 18:27) 
You say: "I'm too tired"  

God says: I will give you rest  
(Matthew 11:28-30) 

You say: "Nobody really loves me" 
God says: I love you  
(John 3:16 & John 3:34) 

You say: "I can't go on"  
God says: My grace is sufficient  

(II Corinthians 12:9 & Psalm 91:15) 
You say: "I can't figure things out"  
God says: I will direct your steps  

(Proverbs 3:5-6) 
You say: "I can't do it"  

God says: You can do all things  
(Philippians 4:13) 

You say: "I'm not able"  
God says: I am able  

(II Corinthians 9:8) 
You say: "It's not worth it"  

God says: It will be worth it  
(Roman 8:2) 

You say: "I can't forgive myself"  
God says: I Forgive you  

(I John 1:9 & Romans 8:1) 
You say: "I can't manage"  

God says: I will supply all your needs  
(Philippians 4:19) 

You say: "I'm afraid"  
God says: I have not given you a spirit of fear  

(II Timothy 1:7) 
You say: "I'm always worried and frustrated"  

God says: Cast all your cares on ME  
(I Peter 5:7) 

You say: "I don't have enough faith"  
God says: I've given everyone a measure of faith  

(Romans 12:3) 
You say: "I'm not smart enough"  

God says: I give you wisdom 
(I Corinthians 1:30) 

You say: "I feel all alone"  
God says: I will never leave you or forsake you  

(Hebrews 13:5) 
And from last Sunday’s Gospel, You say: “I’m falling away from God” 

God says: No one will snatch you out of my hand 
(John 10: 28) 
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†  Scholarly Speaking 

 

Are the Sites Real? 
 

O n our pilgrimage tour of the Holy Land we visited many 
sites of various types.  There were locations associated 

with Biblical events including key aspects of our Lord’s own life, 
and others from Old Testament times, and yet others with post-
Biblical events.  Although in many cases the locations are clearly 
identifiable from Scriptural and other sources, there are other 
locations where we have only a ‘best guess’ (or sometimes less) 
to go on. 

The two principal post-Biblical sites, Masada and Qumran, 
both existed in the time of Christ but are known chiefly from the 
writings of Josephus and in the latter case through the recent 
discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls, and these sources allow us to 
pinpoint the locations quite exactly.  It is interesting though that 
both locations were forgotten and only rediscovered within the last 200 years. 

On the other hand many of the sites associated with our Lord belong more to the best 
guess category, and some are not even good guesses.  Thus Mark 1:1-5 (supported by 
Matthew and Luke) clearly indicates that John baptized near Jerusalem and Judea - John is 
even more specific placing the site on the far side of the Jordan near a town called Bethany 
(not the same Bethany where Mary and Martha lived), and we did visit a site which meets 
these criteria; but the place where we were taken for the renewal of vows* was miles north 
in Galilee, and was, according to our inestimable guide, created out of whole cloth when 
political considerations made it impossible to visit the other site.  We did, however, see a 
genuine otter swimming up the Jordan at the fake site. 

There is, of course, no question as to where the Sea of Galilee† was and still is, but many 
of the villages which once lined its shores have disappeared and some 
related sites can be identified but others are uncertain.  Much of 
Capernaum, for example, has been excavated, and the synagogue has been 
definitely identified.  The traditional site for Peter’s house is more 
speculative but early Christian graffiti on the site and traces of a slightly 
later church all 
show that this 
location was 
important to the 
earliest Christians.  
The Sermon on the 
Mount also belongs 

in this general area, but Matthew is 
hardly specific when he tells us 
simply that Jesus went up the 
mountain!  The traditional site is 
marked by a beautiful modern 
basilica that bears witness to the 
tradition, but no more.  The most 
convincing evidence is the visibility 
of the location, and the presence of a 
natural theatre where he could easily 
have addressed a large multitude. 

To be continued… 
   Fr. Bill+, Scholar in Residence. 
_________________________ 
*  Nor a practice that I advocate as it is 

made to resemble second baptism. 
† Also known as Tiberias, Genesaret, 

and Kinneret 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=233832646
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=233835943
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=233864354
mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
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†  Israel!  Seeing Is Believing!   

 

†  Caesarea (Maritima)   
 

O ur second day in Israel began with a visit to Caesarea, 
an ancient port city built by Herod the Great from 25-

13 BC along the Mediterranean Sea and named after Augustus 
Caesar.  Amazingly, there are many fabulous archeological 
ruins of the aqueduct, theater, amphitheater and hippodrome 
where chariot races and gladiator fights were staged and 
evidence of the magnificent harbor built here so long ago. 

Here, during excavations, a stone was discovered with the 
words “TIBERIVM” and “PILATUS”, references to Emperor 
Tiberias and Pontius Pilate.  This important find is the only 
evidence of Pilate’s existence. 

Caesarea was first introduced to Christianity when Peter 
baptized the Centurion Cornelius along with his household 
and soldiers.  This was the first time any Apostle had 
preached to the Gentiles.  

This Sunday’s reading from Acts 11 talks about Peter’s vision while he was in Joppa and 
how the Holy Spirit told him to go with men from Caesarea.  “The Spirit told me to go with 
them and not to make a distinction between them and us.  These six brothers also 
accompanied me, and we entered the man's house.  He told us how he had seen the angel 
standing in his house and saying, `Send to Joppa and bring Simon, who is called Peter; he 
will give you a message by which you and your entire household will be saved.'  And as I 
began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us at the beginning.  And I 

remembered the word of the Lord, how he had 
said, `John baptized with water, but you will be 
baptized with the Holy Spirit.'  If then God gave 
them the same gift that he gave us when we 
believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I 
could hinder God?"  When they heard this, they 
were silenced.  And they praised God, saying, 
"Then God has given even to the Gentiles the 
repentance that leads to life." 
The area is now designated a National Park and in 
addition to its’ historic significance, the Roman 
theatre located at the site often hosts concerts by 
major Israeli and international artists. 

Plans are already underway for another pilgrimage to the 

Holy Land in 2014.  Watch Sword Points for announcements 

and details. 

http://www.youtube.com/embed/tLgdb6r0MQ4?rel=0
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theatre_of_ancient_Rome
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theatre_of_ancient_Rome
http://www.youtube.com/embed/tLgdb6r0MQ4?rel=0
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Student Spotlight 
Each week, we’ll be highlighting one of our OWN who are attending the summer mission trip.  

This week’s spotlight is on:                  Rachel O’Hara 
 

Fast Fact Favorites 
Sport:   Lacrosse 
Book of the Bible:   Psalms 
School Subject:    Gym, Math, Marketing 
Youth Group Game: Categories 
Place to Visit:    Candlewood Lake 
 

I  am 16 years old and a junior at New Milford High.  In my free time I like to play my favorite 
sport lacrosse or read a book by one of my favorite authors Nicholas Sparks.  St. Paul's is the 

only church I have ever belonged to, this is where I was baptized, had my first Holy Communion, 
and was Confirmed.  It has become a rare Sunday when I am not at here.  Sunday consists of going to the 
8 am service, where often I acolyte’ followed by the teen Bible study with Mrs. Hannah or Sopta.  Then I 
teach Sunday school with my sister, Carolyn (kids ages 6 to 8).  Not much later I find myself at Youth 
Group, where I get to hang with some truly awesome people.  After that it’s Vespers get to sing some of 
my favorite praise and worships songs!  Oh and I love to listen to what Patrick has to say too. 
 This summer part of the Youth Group is off on an adventure.  I'm looking forward being with the same 

people for a whole week, about 168 hours.  This might drive some of us 
crazy come the end of the week, but I think it will drive us closer to one 
another in a family way.  We'll be helping others and I think we'll 
create a strong bond between us all.  This trip will be an experience that 
I will never forget.  God will be in the midst of us, helping us each step 
of the way.  I hope this trip will be something that I never forget. 

St. Paul’s OWN 

Apr 28th  -  Youth Group 4:30-7 pm 

May 5th  -  Ecumenical Frisbee 

& Youth Group 

May 12th  -  No Youth Group 

May 19th  -  Youth Group 4:30-7 pm 

May 26th  -  Memorial Day Outreach 

Jun 2nd  -  Youth Group 4:30-7 pm 

What does a day on the mission trip look like? 
Other than the two travel days, most of our days on the 
trip will look roughly the same.  
7-8am : Wake-up, breakfast, get dressed and packed 
for the day 
8-9am : Daily devotional & prayer time (this is when 
we read our sponsor notes) travel to sites 
9-4pm : Work Ministry Sites (Kids Club or Work Sites) 
4-7pm : Cleanup, showers, dinner! 
7-9pm : Evening Activity 
9-11pm : Club, Church Group time, Free time 
11pm : Lights out! 
 

As you can see, it’s a jam-packed day filled with plenty of time for work and play! 

 

Mission Central - 12 Weeks Out 

T his week at youthalpha, we wrap up 

the course with the topic “What about 

the Church?” We’ll also have an encore of 

Shane’s famous chicken tacos – not to be missed! 

Sponsor Our OWN! 

Notes of encouragement are due back 
this Sunday, April 28th.  Please return 
them in the manila envelope and give 

them to Shane or Patrick.  Thanks! 

http://www.facebook.com/StPaulsOWN
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S unday School's Out for Summer!  We will be wrapping up our Sunday School 

year on May 19th as well.  Look for more information in the weeks to come about 

our exciting "Summer" Sunday School program. 

†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

April 25th 
 

St. Mark, the Evangelist 
 

A  disciple of Jesus, named Mark, appears in several places in the 
New Testament.  If all references to Mark can be accepted as 

referring to the same person, we learn that he was the son of a woman 
who owned a house in Jerusalem, perhaps the same house in which Jesus 
ate the Last Supper with his disciples.  Mark may have been the young 
man who fled naked when Jesus was arrested in the Garden of 
Gethsemane.  In his letter to the Colossians, Paul refers to “Mark the 
cousin of Barnabas,” who was with him in his imprisonment.  Mark set 
out with Paul and Barnabas on their first missionary journey, but he 
turned back for reasons which failed to satisfy Paul (Acts 15:36–40).  
When another journey was planned, Paul refused to have Mark with him.  
Instead, Mark went with Barnabas to Cyprus.  The breach between Paul and Mark was later 
healed, and Mark became one of Paul’s companions in Rome, as well as a close friend of 
Peter’s. 

An early tradition recorded by Papias, Bishop of Hieropolis in Asia Minor at the 
beginning of the second century, names Mark as the author of the Gospel bearing his name.  
This tradition, which holds that Mark drew his information from the teaching of Peter, is 
generally accepted.  In his First Letter, Peter refers to “my son Mark,” which shows a close 
relationship between the two men (1Peter 5:13). 

The Church of Alexandria in Egypt claimed Mark as its first bishop and most illustrious 
martyr, and the great Church of St. Mark in Venice commemorates the disciple who 
progressed from turning back while on a missionary journey with Paul and Barnabas to 
proclaiming in his Gospel Jesus of Nazareth as Son of God, and bearing witness to that faith 
in his later life as friend and companion to the apostles Peter and Paul. 

 

3 Phyllis Baskett 
 Rebecca Conte 
8 Dominque Adams 
9 Kaden O’Connors 
 Melissa Fox 
10 Wendy Cavagna 
13 Ryan Friedly 
14 Juliet Barbieri 
15 David Hock 
 Jack Powell 
 Pamela Koniecki 
16 Mason Sampson 

17 William Loring 
19 Austin Castner 
21 Kimberly Alch 
22 Christian Williams 
 Edward Licence 
 Hannah Keating 
23 Alexandra Richmond 
24 Julianna Willeford 
 Karen Greeley 
25 Natalie Falci 
 Jennifer Zambello 
26 Rob Janofsky 

27 Gail Winkley 
28 George McKenna 
29 Deborah Delaventura 
 Glenna Castner 
31 Michael DeAnzeris 
 Richard Schappach 

Please pray 
for each of 

the 
parishioners 

on their 
birthday! 

Please call the Parish Office, 203-775-9587, with any additions or corrections to the above list. 
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"By believing against all odds and loving against all odds,  
that is how we are to let Jesus show in the world and to transform the world."  

   2013   St. Paul’s Vestry 
 

Rector: Fr. Joseph Shepley     -q 

Warden: Philip Hannah   (thru Jan ‘14)     -c 

Warden: Bonnie Wanzer   (thru Jan ‘15)     -c,g 

Treasurer: Chuck Allen   (thru Jan ‘14) 

Clerk: Lois Hunt   (thru Jan ‘14)     -c,g,o 

 

Members: Joe Bernanrdo   (thru Jan ‘14)     -a,q 

 Jim Castronova   (thru Jan ‘14)     -b,j 

 Brian Werneberg   (thru Jan ‘14)     -l,m 

 Sandy Chaleski   (thru Jan ‘15)     -d,e,f,p 

 William Mayers   (thru Jan ‘15)     -e,h 

 Mary Perry   (thru Jan ‘15)     -h 

 David Williams   (thru Jan ‘15)     -b,c,e,o 

 Jim Beck   (thru Jan ‘16)     -p 

 Dorothy Crocker   (thru Jan ‘16)     -h,i 

 Patricia Jennings   (thru Jan ‘16)     -k,n 

 

Delegates to Danbury Deanery Catherine Schrull   (thru Jan ‘15) 

     & Diocesan Convention:  David Szen   (thru Jan ‘16) 

Individual Vestry Responsibilities 
a. Property 

b. Stewardship 

c. Finance 

d. Worship Service Coordinator 

e. Usher/Greeters 

f. Music Ministry 

g. Mission 

h. Evangelism 

i. Home Groups/Coffee Hour 

j. Healing 

k. Alpha/Marriage Course 

l. Adult Christian Education 

m. Church School 

n. Family Growth (Christian Caring, 

Newcomers & Stephen Ministry 

o. Youth 

p. Communication 

q. Spiritual Growth 

http://www.jerichopartnership.org/ericmetaxas.html
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†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“I give you a new commandment: love one another.  As I have loved you, so you 
also should love one another."    (John 13:34) 
 

J esus showed His love by healing the sick, giving hope to the hopeless and 
ultimately dying on the cross for us.  We, too, are called to show our love for 

one another.  St. Paul’s supports various mission partners that carry on the work 
and the love of Jesus.  When you give to St. Paul’s you give love to someone in need. 

A nnual Sunday School Picnic - The annual Sunday school picnic will take place in 

the parish hall immediately following the 10:30 

am service on Sunday, May 19th.  Hamburgers, hot dogs 

and drinks will be provided.  If your last name begins with 

A-M, please bring a side dish or salad.  If your last name 

begins with N-Z, please bring a dessert (cookies, brown-

ies, cupcakes).  If you are able to help out with this event, 

please speak with either Heather Melody or Lori O'Hara. 

†  Nothing Old 
 

And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new.  (Revelation 21:5) 
 

G lory be to His name!  All things need making new, for they are sadly battered and 

worn by sin.  It is time that the old vesture was rolled up and laid aside, and that 

creation put on her Sunday suit.  But no one else can make all things new except the Lord 

who made them at the first; for it needs as much power to make out of evil as to 

make out of nothing.  Our Lord Jesus has undertaken the task, and He is fully 

competent for the performance of it.  Already he has commenced His labor, and for 

centuries He has persevered in making new the hearts of men and the order of 

society.  By and by He will make new the whole constitution of human government, 

and human nature shall be changed by His grace; and there shall come a day when 

the body shall be made new and raised like unto His glorious body. 

 What a joy to belong to a kingdom in which everything is being made new by 

the power of its King!  We are not dying out: we are hastening on to a more glorious 

life.  Despite the opposition of the powers of evil, our glorious Lord Jesus is 

accomplishing His purpose and making us, and all things about us, "new" and as full 

of beauty as when they first came from the hand of the Lord. 

C. H. Spurgeon 
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†  Women of the Bible,  A Special Retreat 

 

T he Women of St. Paul’s invite you to join them on a weekend retreat featuring a 
presentation of “Women of the Bible” by nationally acclaimed Christian actor Anita 

Gutschick on May 3rd - 5th at the Camp Washington Retreat Center in Lakeside, CT.  
Anita will dramatize the lives of three different Biblical women.  Come experience their 
stories as they reach across the generations to touch our hearts and empower us to face the 
challenges of our daily lives.  You will laugh with these women, cry with them, and see 
yourself in their stories. 

“When I saw the Sinful Woman portrayed by Anita receive her forgiveness, I 

realized that I had never allowed Him to forgive me, and I did then confess that 

and opened myself to receive that forgiveness.” 

Anita’s Saturday evening 
presentation will be open 
to the entire St. Paul’s 
community…..men, 

women & friends, for 
free!  Plan to arrive by 

7 pm. 

Click here for driving directions 

https://maps.google.com/maps?q=Camp+Washington,+Kenyon+Road,+Lakeside,+CT&hl=en&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=55.411532,135.263672&oq=Camp+Washington&t=h&hq=Camp+Washington,&hnear=Kenyon+Rd,+Lakeside,+Litchfield,+Connecticut+06758&z=17
https://maps.google.com/maps?q=Camp+Washington,+Kenyon+Road,+Lakeside,+CT&hl=en&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=55.411532,135.263672&oq=Camp+Washington&t=h&hq=Camp+Washington,&hnear=Kenyon+Rd,+Lakeside,+Litchfield,+Connecticut+06758&z=17
https://maps.google.com/maps?q=Camp+Washington,+Kenyon+Road,+Lakeside,+CT&hl=en&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=55.411532,135.263672&oq=Camp+Washington&t=h&hq=Camp+Washington,&hnear=Kenyon+Rd,+Lakeside,+Litchfield,+Connecticut+06758&z=17
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M other’s Day is May 12th!  Anyone wishing to have flowers on the altar in 
memory of a mother, please make your check payable to St. Paul’s Church, 

with the name or names to be remembered in the memo line.  All memorials are due 
Sunday, May 5th.  Contact Gail Winkley with questions at (203) 775-3343 or 
gailwinkley@yahoo.com.  All ladies worshipping with us on Mother's Day will receive 
flowers. 

 

†  First Communion 

F irst Holy Communion classes will begin this Sunday, April 21 
at 9:45 am until 10:15 am in the Level IV classroom.  Classes 

will be held for four (4) consecutive weeks with First Holy 
Communion taking place on Sunday, May 19 during the 10:30 am 
service.  

†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

May 1st 
 

St. Philip & St. James, Apostles 
 

T he two apostles commemorated on this day are among those about whom little is 
known, except for their mention in the Gospels. 

James the Less is so called to distinguish him from James the son of Zebedee and from 
James “the brother of the Lord,” or perhaps to indicate youth or 
lack of stature.  He is known to us from the list of the Twelve, 
where he is called James the son of Alpheus.  He may also be the 
person referred to in Mark’s Gospel as James the younger, who, 
with his mother Mary and the other women, watched the 
crucifixion from a distance. 
 Philip figures in several important incidents in Jesus’ ministry 
as reported in John’s Gospel.  There we read that Jesus called 
Philip soon after calling Andrew and Peter.  Philip, in turn, found 
his friend Nathanael, and convinced him to come and see Jesus, 

the Messiah.  Later, when Jesus saw the hungry crowd, he asked Philip, “How are we to buy 
bread, so that these people may eat?” (John 6:5).  Philip’s practical response, “Two hundred 
denarii would not buy enough bread for each of them to get a little” (John 6:7), was the 
prelude to the feeding of the multitude with the loaves and fishes.  In a later incident in 
John’s Gospel, some Greeks came to Philip asking to see Jesus.  At the Last Supper, Philip’s 
request, “Lord, show us the Father, and we shall be satisfied,” evokes the response, “Have I 
been with you so long, and yet you do not know me, Philip?  He who has seen me has seen 
the Father” (John 14:8, 9). 

 

The Sacristans for May are Deborah Delaventura, 

Lorine Hodge, and Gail Winkley. 

mailto:gailwinkley@yahoo.com?subject=Mother's%20Day%20Flowers
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Directions: 
Heat the olive oil and butter in a medium saucepan over medium heat. Add the leeks 

and fennel and saute for 5 to 7 minutes, until tender. Add the rice and stir for a minute to 
coat with the vegetables, oil, and butter. Add the white wine and simmer over low heat, 
stirring constantly, until most of the wine has been absorbed. Add the chicken stock, 2 
ladles at a time, stirring almost constantly and waiting for the stock to be absorbed 
before adding more. This process should take 25 to 30 minutes. 

Meanwhile, cut the asparagus diagonally in 1 1/2-
inch lengths and discard the tough ends. Blanch in 
boiling salted water for 4 to 5 minutes, until al dente. 
Drain and cool immediately in ice water. (If using 
fresh peas, blanch them in boiling water for a few 
minutes until the starchiness is gone.) 
When the risotto has been cooking for 15 minutes, 
drain the asparagus and add it to the risotto with the 
peas, lemon zest, 2 teaspoons salt, and 1 teaspoon 
pepper. Continue cooking and adding stock, stirring 
almost constantly, until the rice is tender but still 
firm. 
Whisk the lemon juice and 
mascarpone together in a small 
bowl. When the risotto is done, turn 
off the heat and stir in the 
mascarpone mixture plus the 
Parmesan cheese and chives. Set 
aside, off the heat, for a few minutes, 
sprinkle with salt and pepper, and 

serve hot with a sprinkling of chives and more Parmesan cheese.  

†  Spring Green Risotto 

Ingredients: 
1 1/2 T good olive oil 
1 1/2 T unsalted butter 
3 c chopped leeks, white and light green parts 
(2 leeks) 

1 c chopped fennel 
1 1/2 c Arborio rice 
2/3 cup dry white wine 
4 to 5 c simmering chicken stock, preferably 
homemade 

1 lb thin asparagus 
10 oz frozen peas, defrosted, or 1 1/2 c shelled 
fresh peas 

1 T freshly grated lemon zest (2 lemons) 
Kosher salt and freshly ground black pepper 
2 T freshly squeezed lemon juice 
1/3 c mascarpone cheese, preferably Italian 
1/2 c freshly grated Parmesan, plus extra for 
serving 

†  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 

 

Opening Hymn Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 
Gospel Response O Holy City, Seen of John 
Offertory Where Charity and Love Prevail Tune: St. Peter 
Closing Hymn Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven 

 

O Holy City, Seen of John 
 

W alter Russell Bowie (1882-1969) was born in Richmond, Va.  He 
graduated from Harvard in 1904 and went to Virginia Theological 

Seminary to prepare for the ministry.  Following service as a hospital chaplain 
in France during World War I, and as an Episcopal priest for many years, Bowie 
accepted in 1939 a professorship in practical theology at Union Theological 
Seminary, a post he held until 1950. 

While in Virginia, he served on his denomination’s Commission of Faith and 
Order committee, which in 1948 produced the Revised Standard Edition of the 
Bible.  Bowie was admired for his abilities both as a preacher and as a writer. 

According to the commentary in Guide to the Pilgrim Hymnal, the hymn itself “was 
written [in 1909] at the request of Henry Sloan Coffin [later, President of Union Theological 
Seminary], who wanted some new hymns that would express the convictions that our hope 
of the Kingdom of God is not alone some far-off eschatological possibility but in its 
beginnings, at least, may be prepared for here on our actual earth.” 

“O holy city, seen of John” draws upon Revelation 22:5, 21:27 and 22:1-5.  It speaks to 
the pain and despair found here on Earth, and the hope and joy that will be found in the 
heavenly kingdom.                  by Nick LaRocca 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JEh7Vt9sxmc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_sbQ_MnRha8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=foqRWqYogsE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1AezOmQ8vDk
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†  The Rector’s Forum 

 

A dult Education meets each Sunday from 9:30-10:15am in the 
Guild Room and is led by Fr. Shepley.  "The Rector's 

Forum," has started an in-depth study of the Book of Genesis.  
With Tara Shepley assisting, this class will bring participants deep 

into the Word of God, verse by verse, further extending our parish 
mission of "Transforming Lives Through Jesus Christ." 
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 
 

The Power for Mission 
 

 Acts 11:1-18 

I n this reading from the story of the early church, followers of 
Jesus living in Judea and Jerusalem are astonished to learn of 

the conversion of Gentiles as Peter tells them of his heavenly 
vision and how the Holy Spirit fell upon the new believers.  The 
vision helped Peter understand that the observance of food laws 
and the like was not essential for discipleship. 

 Psalm 148 
The whole of creation and all peoples join together in praise of 

the Lord. 
 Revelation 21:1-6 
In this lesson John the Seer has a vision of the renewal of all 

creation and of the new Jerusalem as the city in which God will 
abide with redeemed humanity.  The old order has passed away 
and death is no more, neither pain nor the causes of distress and 
sadness.  Christ in victory, the Alpha and the Omega, promises 
living water to any who thirst. 

 John 13:31-35 
In our gospel lesson Jesus speaks to his disciples on the night 

that he is to be betrayed and handed over to death.  Yet his dying 
as the Son of Man will also be the way that God is glorified - both 
because of Jesus’ sacrifice on behalf of others and because of his 
resurrection and victory over the power of death.  Jesus’ disciples 
will now be known by their following of his new commandment - that they love one another 
with the same sacrificial love he has shown them. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

  Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings 

will be available at the back of the church. 

†  Photo Contest for May Sword of the Spirit 

C alling all photographers!  We are looking for a cover photo for our 

next monthly Sword.  The June Sword will have a theme of summer 

and Pentecost.  Be creative.  The deadline is April 22nd.  Send your 

pictures to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

1 Thessalonians 

2:.13 
 

We also constantly 

give thanks to God 

for this, that when you 

received the word of 

God that you heard 

from us, you accepted 

it not as a human word 

but as what it really is, 

God’s word, which is 

also at work in you 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEaster5_RCL.html#FIRST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEaster5_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEaster5_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEaster5_RCL.html#GOSPEL
mailto:st.paulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=January%20Cover%20Photo
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† Official Prayer of the Sword Points Editorial Board 
 

A lmighty God, keep us, we pray thee, from thinking of ourselves more 
highly than we ought to think, and ready at all times to step aside for 

others, that the cause of Christ may be advanced; through the same Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  Amen. 

 
†  Coffee Hour 

 

P lease consider signing up to host a coffee hour.  It's fun, easy and rewarding!  
You would only be assigned three times a year and maybe less depending on 

how many people host.  All it would require would be to buy or bake a few items and 
set them out to share with your fellow church members.  We ESPECIALLY need 
volunteers for after the 8:00 a.m. service.  Please contact Mary Allen at 203-775-6633 
or CHAMLA@CHARTER.NET with any questions or to sign up.  Thanks all! 

 

B ill & Cathy Schrull are back in Tanzania, having arrived safely after their long 

flights.  You can keep track of their adventures on their blog sites: http://

tzblog.schrull.us & http://trips.schrull.us.  They return on May 8th. 

T he Brookfield Ecumenical VBS dates are the week of July 8 - 12.  
More info in on their Facebook page.  Applications are located at 

Prince of Peace Nursery school, St Joseph's church office and 
Congregational church offices.  Volunteers are still needed. If you want an 
application emailed to you, contact Lisa at lisamsweeting@hotmail.com.  
Space is limited!  Sign up soon if you want a spot! 

B oy Scout Troop 5, sponsored by St. 
Paul’s Church, has returned form a 4 

day “Historic Trip” to Howe’s Caverns, 
Nnew York State Farmers Museum and the 
Cooperstown Baseball Hall 
of Fame.  The weather was 
what is normal for a 
campout - everything - 
including snow, torrential 
rains, high winds, cold, 
thunder, and lightening - all 
in one trip! 

In addition to the named 
sites, they saw the movie “42”, on the life of 
Jackie Robinson, the first black player in the 
Major Leagues.  The scouts were able to 
follow his story better through the Hall of 
Fame tour. 

Each year, the troop studies and visits a site 
in the North East that is relevant to US 

history.  Past trips have included: Gettysburg, 
Ticonderoga, Niagara Falls, Boston, 
Washington, Philadelphia, Valley Forge, 
NYC, Plymouth, Scranton and more!  The 
tours are made possible through fund raisers 
by the scouts and are made during “spring 
vacation” time. 

St. Paul’s members on the tour were scouts 
Jeff Janofsky, Nick Janofsky and adults 
Deborah Morehouse and Don Winkley. 

While camping near Cooperstown, BSA 
Troop 5 met a second Troop from Bethany, 
Ct, the only other campers at the site.  The 
Scoutmaster is Blair Albrecht, a former 
member of St. Paul’s, Brookfield, married 
some 30 years ago by Fr Crocker!  Son, 
Scott, an Eagle Scout is now in law school at 
Robert Williams College in RI.  A small 
world indeed! 

†  St. Paul’s Scouts Return from Historic Trip 

tel:203-775-6633
mailto:CHAMLA@CHARTER.NET
http://tzblog.schrull.us
http://tzblog.schrull.us
http://trips.schrull.us
mailto:lisamsweeting@hotmail.com
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
…..Dot Blake, convalescing from a stroke at Filosa in Danbury. 
…..Alice Keller, strength and freedom from pain. 
…..St. Andrew’s, Milford; St. Peter’s, Milford; Trinity, Milton 
…..Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East. 
…..Cy Dennerlein, recovering from a fall. 
…..Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
…..Barbara Kast, continued healing of her back. 
…..Ken Perry, relief and healing from abdominal pains. 
…..the people of Nederlands. 
…..Tom Balash, strength and mobility. 
…..the victims and families of the violence at the Boston Marathon. 
…..A job for Mary Ellen. 
…..The 14 deaneries in the Diocese and their ministries; other regional groupings; 
grassroots networks. 
…..Ralph D., successful acceptance of his heart transplant. 
…..Righteous leaders in the church who will boldly proclaim the gospel in Israel. 
…..Catherine Clayton, for improved circulation and healing of her right ankle and foot 
after recent reconstructive surgery. 
…..Bill & Cathy Schrull, our missionaries in Tanzania. 
…..the people who died and were injured in the recent earthquakes in China and 
Afghanistan; and from the building collapse in Bangladesh. 
…..Ginny Beck for  healing for bulging neck disc and relief from pain 
…..Fr. Bill and Diane Loring, healing from pneumonia. 
…..David Palmer for continued healing. 
…..Randy A, healing from blood clots. 
…..Bill Mayers’ daughter, for recovery from a heart condition. 
…..Michael for protection in Sudan with the UN peacekeeping service. 

 
Exodus 15:25  "For I am the Lord who heals you." 

Vespers 
Sundays 6:00 pm 

“Refreshing!     Renewing!     Soaking in God’s presence!” 

Prayer Report: We prayed for Walter’s business to improve and it 
has! 



 19 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
 

10:00 AM  
 

          Holy Eucharist  
           and Healing 

2 
 

7:30 PM Mission   
               Committee 
 

7:30 PM Property  
              Committee 
 

7:30 PM Music Night 

3 
 

Ladies Retreat - Camp 
Washington 

4 
 

7:30 AM Men’s  
        Prayer Breakfast 

5 6 Easter 
 

8:00 AM Traditional Eucharist 
9:15 AM  Young Adult Bible  
                 Study 
9:30 AM. Rector’s Forum 
9:45 PM First Communion Class 
10:30 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Contemporary  
                  Eucharist 
4:30 PM Youth Group 
6:00PM Vespers  

6 
 

5:30 PM Christian  
               Caring 
 

7:00 PM Stephen  
               Ministry  

7 
 

9:15 AM Ladies Bible  
               Study 

8 
 

10:00 AM  
 

          Holy Eucharist  
           and Healing 
 
6:30 PM Staff Meeting 
 
7:30 PM Vestry  
               Meeting 

9    Ascension 
 

1:00 PM Dorothy Day  
          Ministry 
 
7:30 PM Music Night 

10 11 
 

7:30 AM Men’s  
        Prayer Breakfast 

12 7 Easter 
 

8:00 AM Traditional Eucharist 
9:15 AM  Young Adult Bible  
                Study 
9:30 AM. Rector’s Forum 
9:45 PM First Communion Class 
10:30 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Contemporary  
                  Eucharist 

 

13 14 
 

9:15 AM Ladies Bible  
               Study 
 
7:00 PM Grief Group 

15 
 

10:00 AM  
 

          Holy Eucharist  
           and Healing 
 

16 
 

7:00 PM Healing Team  
 
 

7:30 PM Music Night 

17 18 
 

7:30 AM Men’s  
        Prayer Breakfast 
 
10:00 AM St. Paul’s 
Quilters 
 
2:00 PM House of 
Prayer 

19 Pentecost 
 

Healing Sunday 
 

8:00 AM Traditional Eucharist 
9:15 AM  Young Adult Bible  
                Study 
9:30 AM. Rector’s Forum 
10:30 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Contemporary      
                  Eucharist/ First  
                  Holy Communion 
12:00 PM Annual Sunday School  
                 Picnic 
4:30 PM Youth Group 
6:00PM Vespers with  
              Communion 

20 
 

7:00 PM Stephen  
               Ministry  

21 
 

9:15 AM Ladies Bible  
               Study 
 

22 
 

10:00 AM  
 

          Holy Eucharist  
           and Healing 
 

23 
 

7:30 PM Music Night 

24 25 
 

7:30 AM Men’s  
        Prayer Breakfast 

26 1 Pentecost 
 

8:00 AM Traditional Eucharist 
9:15 AM  Young Adult Bible 
Study 
9:30 AM. Rector’s Forum 
10:30 AM Contemporary 
Eucharist 
1:00 PM Memorial Day 
Outreach 
No Youth Group 

 

27 
Memorial Day 
(Parish Office Closed) 

28 
 

9:15 AM Ladies Bible  
               Study 
 
7:00 PM Grief Group 

29 
 

10:00 AM  
 

          Holy Eucharist  
           and Healing 
 

30 
 

7:30 PM Music Night 

31  
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Mail…..Send us photos and info about your travels, your home group, your pets, your 

sports teams to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

May Lay Schedule 2013 

 

Lectors, Intercessors, and Lay readers, please remember to 

check in before the service in the Vesting Room.  Thank You! 

May 19, 2013 

Healing Sunday 

8:00 AM 

Welcoming: Doug Melody/Mike Kirner 

Acolytes: Rachel & Lauren Melody 

Lector: Acts 2:1-21 Pam Szen 

Intercessor: Mike Kirner 

Lay Reader: Patricia Jennings 

Lay Reader: Don Winkley 

 

10:30 AM 

Welcoming: David and Connie Williams 

Acolytes: Audrey Powell 

Lector: Acts 2:1-21 Connie Williams 

Intercessor: Betty Gardner 

Lay Reader: Harlan Jessup 

Lay Reader: Mike Chengeri 

 May 26, 2013 

 

8:00 AM 

Welcoming: Pam Szen 

Acolytes: O’Hara Girls 

Lector:  Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31 Phyllis Baskett 

Intercessor: Linda Pendergast 

Lay Reader:  Susan Howell 

Lay Reader: Dave Baskett 

 

10:30 AM 

Welcoming: Denise McCormack/Vito Barbieri 

Acolytes: Audrey Powell 

Lector: Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31  Youth Group 

Intercessor:  Youth Group 

Lay Reader:  Jim Castronova (Youth Group will  

                                                      do the reading) 

   Lay Reader: Joe Bernardo  

May 5, 2013 

 

8:00 AM 

Welcoming:  Vinnie & Barbara Cappiello 

Acolytes:  O’Hara Girls 

Lector:  Acts 16:9-15  Phyllis Baskett 

Intercessor:  Linda Pendergast 

Lay Reader: Pam Szen 

Lay Reader:  Susan Howell 

 

10:30 AM 

Welcoming: David and Connie Williams 

Acolytes: Stephanie Bernardo 

Lector:Acts 16:9-15  Sandy Chaleski 

Intercessor:  Connie Williams 

Lay Reader: Mike Chengeri 

Lay Reader: Harlan Jessup 

May 12, 2013 

 

8:00 AM 

Welcoming: Patricia Brought/Pam Szen 

Acolytes: Sarah Shepley 

Lector: Acts 1:1-11  Sandy Chaleski  

Intercessor: Phyllis Baskett 

Lay Reader:   Dave Baskett 

Lay Reader: Mike Kirner 

 

10:30 AM 

Welcoming: Preston & Jack Powell 

Acolytes:  Stephen Werneburg  

Lector: Acts 1:1-11  Rose Barrett 

Intercessor:  Phil Hannah 

Lay Reader: Joe Bernardo  

Lay Reader: Jim Castronova 

mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CPentDay_RCL.html#FIRST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CPentDay_RCL.html#FIRST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CTrinity_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CTrinity_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEaster6_RCL.html#FIRST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEaster6_RCL.html#FIRST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CAscension_RCL.html#FIRST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CAscension_RCL.html#FIRST
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Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

We have several captions for you to vote for.  

Go to the home page of our website and vote 

for your favorite.  The best caption will win 

something highly appropriate! 

† It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks Sword Points: 
 

Mary 
Allen, 
Chris 
Barrett, Drew 

Crocker, Lynne 
Donnelly, Pat 

Jennings, Heather 
Melody. Beth 
Miller, Patrick 

O’Connors, Lori 
O’Hara, Linda Pendergast,  

Kirsten Peterson, Bill 
Schrull, Joe Shepley, 
David Szen, Pam 

Szen, Don 
Winkley & Gail 

Winkley. 

https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000428757685
http://www.faithstreet.com/church/st-pauls-anglican-brookfield-center-ct

