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Sword Points 
Transforming 

Lives 
Through 

Jesus 

†  Jericho Partnership Comes to St. Paul’s 
 

L ast Sunday the founder of the Jericho Partnership, Bill 
Beattie, came to St. Paul’s along with two of his top 

staffers and presented his testimony and vision  for the work of 
the Jericho Partnership in Danbury.  Click here to view his 
presentation at the 8 am service. 

Bill Beattie is founder and chairman of Jericho Partnership, 
Inc. and was raised by his mother in North Philadelphia where 
he was an at-risk city kid mentored by his youth pastor and his 
high school chemistry teacher.  He accepted Jesus Christ as his 
Lord at 16. 

Following a profound personal experience in 1996, he 
sensed a calling to serve God among the at-risk youth of his 
community.  He founded Pathways Danbury, which enlists 
men from several metro-Danbury urban and suburban churches 
to mentor at-risk boys (www.pathwaysdanbury.org).  
Currently, 50 boys are in the program.  Since the founding of Pathways Danbury, about 80 
percent of the boys have graduated from high school, and 80 percent of those have gone on 
to college.  In 2005, Bill felt called to assist other Christian agencies serving the Danbury 
community, and founded Jericho Partnership to serve the youth, homeless and other at-risk 
populations of Danbury. 

The Jericho Partnership grew out of a 1999 project when several hundred volunteers 
from urban and suburban Danbury congregations began renovating a derelict, burned-out 
1800s downtown factory.  The result is Jericho House, the home of Cambodian New Life 
Evangelical Church and several independent Christ-centered ministries for at-risk adults. 

As the five-year project progressed, a vision emerged for a Christian charitable 
organization that would mobilize Christ-centered word-and-deed ministries and 
congregations into a collaborative serving the city's at-risk communities.  Jericho 
Partnership was formed, providing an ongoing demonstration of living uncompromisingly 
for the glory of God. 

 Since then Jericho has become a 
501(c)3 cross-cultural organization 
providing financial, volunteer, 
facility and staff support to 10 
autonomous ministries in Danbury, 
and collaborates with more than 20 
congregations for year-round inner-
city ministries and projects.  Over the 
years St. Paul’s has supported various 
Jericho ministries, both financially 
and with manpower. 
 Carrie Amos, Jericho executive 
director, and Michael Ronan, 
stewardship director, joined Bill in 
the Parish Hall following both 
services to answer questions and to 
explain volunteer opportunities.   

C:/Documents and Settings/Gail Winkley/My Documents/Acolytes
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/how-we-help/we-help-our-community.html
http://jerichopartnership.org/%5C%22%5C%5C%22%5C%5C%5C%5C%22%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%22http:/www.pathwaysdanbury.org%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%5C%22%5C%5C%5C%5C%22%5C%5C%22%5C%22
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†  Happy Birthday to You! 

 

P hyllis Baskett & Rebecca Conte celebrate tomorrow!  

Wednesday is the big day for Dominique Adams.  

Have a blessed day each one of you! 

“And in the end, it's not the years in your life that count.  It's the life in your years.”  - Abraham Lincoln 

†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, May 2 - 12:00 pm - Christian Men’s Luncheon, Armando’s in Bethel 

  7:30 pm - Property Committee, Upper Classroom 

  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary  

Fri, May 3 - Sun, May 5  - “Women of the Bible” Retreat, Camp Washington 

Sat, May 4 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

Sun, May 5 - Sixth Sunday of Easter 
  8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

  9:15 am - Young Adult Bible Study, Youth Lounge 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  9:45 am - First Communion Class, Upper Classroom 

  10:30 am - Sunday School, Upper Classrooms 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

  2:30 pm - Ecumenical Frisbee 

  4:30 pm - Youth Group, Youth Lounge 

  6:00 pm - Vespers 

Mon, May 6 - 5:30 pm - Christian Caring, Tuck Room  

  7:00 pm - Stephen Ministry, Guild Room 

Tue, May 7 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

Wed, May 8 - 10:00 am - Holy Eucharist and Healing 

  6:30 pm - Staff Meeting, Tuck Room 

  7:30 pm - Vestry Meeting, Guild Room 

Thu, May 9 - Ascension Day 

  1:00 pm - Dorothy Day Ministry, Danbury 

  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, May 11 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

Sun, May 12 - Seventh Sunday of Easter 
  8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

  9:15 am - Young Adult Bible Study, Youth Lounge 

  9:15 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  9:45 am - First Communion Class, Upper Classroom 

  10:30 am - Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   

T o follow Christ is to become "child-like."  This 

sermon extends the meaning of such a call and the 

command to love in Christ's name while offering the 

listener ideas of how to be a witness of love to the world 

around us.  To replay all our sermons, follow this link for 

The Sunday Sermons. 

http://thinkexist.com/quotation/and_in_the_end-it-s_not_the_years_in_your_life/10059.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
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Student Spotlight 

E ach week, we’ll be highlighting one of our OWN who are attending the summer 
mission trip.  This week’s spotlight is on: 

 

Juliet Barbieri 
 

Fast Fact Favorites 

Hobby:  Cooking 

Ice Cream Flavor:  Chocolate Chip Cookie Dough 

School Subject:   Science 

Place to Visit:   New Jersey 

Youth Group Game:  Gaga 
 

H ello, my name is Juliet Barbieri.  I am thirteen years old 

and I am in 8th grade at Whisconier Middle School.  In 

my free time I love to cook with my mom. I  have been a part of 

St. Paul’s for eight years.  

On the mission trip I am looking forward to hanging out with my friends from church 

and helping the people in Virginia. 

Program Note 

T here will be TWO guest speakers at Youth Group this week, 

you won’t want to miss out!  Plus - there will be important 

information handed out to those 

students going on the mission trip 

this summer.  Please be sure to 

pick up your copy at youth group. 
St. Paul’s OWN 

 

May 5th  -  Ecumenical Frisbee 

& Youth Group 

May 12th  -  No Youth Group 

May 19th  -  Youth Group 4:30-7 pm 

May 26th  -  Memorial Day Outreach 

Jun 2nd  -  Youth Group 4:30-7 pm 

 

 

Mission Central - 11 Weeks Out 

C ome see St. Paul’s 

OWN play the 

Congregational Church of 

Brookfield Youth in an epic 

match of Ultimate Frisbee 

this Sunday at 2:30pm.  

We’ll be playing on the 

soccer field at the corner of 

Rt. 133 and Federal Rd. 

Sponsor Our OWN! 

If you haven’t yet returned your note 

of encouragement for your student, 

please bring it to the church no later than 

Sunday, May 5th.  Thank you! 

http://www.facebook.com/StPaulsOWN


 5 

 
†  What Is a Sacrament? 

 

"A n outward and visible sign of an inward 

spiritual grace," I reminded the kids during 

the Children's Sermon this past Sunday.  Teaching on the 

sacrament of Holy Unction, also known as anointing for 

healing, I then anointed each and every child during this 

time, praying with the following words: "I anoint you for 

healing and protection in the name of the Father, the Son 

and the Holy Spirit."  As I instructed the adults during my 

sermon a bit later in the service after the kids had gone 

off to Sunday School, "We begin our liturgy with the 

Children's Sermon as a way of elevating our kids so that 

we may learn from them."  I added that this is one way 

we fulfill Jesus' words to his disciples: "Unless you change and become like 

a little child, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven" (Matthew 18:3).  

May we all grow in childlike faith this week.  

I t’s not every day a Christian with an international reputation visits Danbury.  But that 

happens Thursday, May 9, when Eric Metaxas returns to speak at Jericho’s dinner 

honoring the Danbury native.  Eric was keynote speaker at the 2012 National Prayer 

Breakfast, is a noted cultural commentator on national radio and TV, and is author of the 

award-winning books “Amazing Grace, William Wilberforce and the Heroic Campaign to 

End Slavery,” and the widely-acclaimed “Bonhoeffer: Pastor, Martyr, Prophet, Spy.”  And 

he’ll be speaking at the 7 to 9 pm event at the Matrix Corporate Center in Danbury.  He’ll 

also receive the key to the City of Danbury from Mayor Mark Boughton, and will be 

available afterward to sign copies of his Wilberforce and Bonhoeffer books along with his 

latest book, “Seven Men and the Secret of Their Greatness.” Click here http://

www.jerichopartnership.org/ericmetaxas.html  

http://www.jerichopartnership.org/ericmetaxas.html
http://www.jerichopartnership.org/ericmetaxas.html
http://www.jerichopartnership.org/ericmetaxas.html
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†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“…do not let your hearts be troubled or afraid.” 
(John 14:27) 

 

W hen we let the daily pressures of life trouble us, we 
begin to believe that we are responsible for taking care 

of everything.  This causes us to frantically cling to our time and 
treasure.  Yet, Jesus tells us not to be troubled or afraid.  Take a 
deep breath, pray and place your trust in God.  When you do, 
you will be a better steward of all that God has placed in your 
care. 
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†  Israel!  Seeing Is Believing!   

 

†  The Color Purple   
 

T his Sunday’s lesson from Acts 16 speaks of Lydia, a dealer in 
purple cloth.  On our recent trip to Israel we visited Nazareth 

Village, a recreation of life and farming in a Galilean village as it was 
2,000 years ago in the time of Jesus.  During our visit, we had the 
opportunity to see a demonstration by a village woman weaving sheep 
wool for yarn.  She explained about the process of coloring the yarn by 
natural products and the color purple was mentioned triggering interest in 
its’ importance and its’ source. 

The color is derived from the purple fish, a species of shell fish or mussel and its’ 
species was relatively rare making the purple dye quite valuable and Lydia, to whom Paul 

preached, was a seller of purple or fabric dyed in purple. 
 On the Sabbath day we went outside the gate by the river, where we supposed 
there was a place of prayer; and we sat down and spoke to the women who had 
gathered there.  A certain woman named Lydia, a worshiper of God, was 
listening to us; she was from the city of Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth.  
The Lord opened her heart to listen eagerly to what was said by Paul. 
 The color purple is associated with royalty and status.  It was found in the 
materials used for construction of the Tabernacle and Temple.  In the Bible 
purple also speaks of corruption and the corrupting influence of riches.  Jesus 
was clothed in purple as a sign of royalty, but in mockery of His claim to be the 
promised Messiah and heir to the throne of David. 
Lydia of Thyatira is regarded as the first documented convert to Christianity in 

Europe and several Christian denominations have designated her a saint. 

Plans are already underway for another pilgrimage to the 

Holy Land in 2014.  Watch Sword Points for announcements 

and details. 

 Related Symbols 
 The curtains in the Tabernacle had purple thread used in their construction.  In this con-
text the purple represents the royalty and Kingship of God.  The curtain itself symbolizes the 
separation of man from the most Holy things associated with God.     "...the king said to 
Nathan the prophet, "See now, I dwell in a house of cedar, but the ark of God dwells inside 
tent curtains." 2 Samuel 7:2 
 Purple is also associated with riches and finery, for example in the parable that Jesus told 
of a rich man: "There was a certain rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and 
fared sumptuously every day." Luke 16:19 
 Purple speaks of the corruption and corrupting influence of riches.     "The woman was 
arrayed in purple and scarlet, and adorned with gold and precious stones and pearls, having 
in her hand a golden cup full of abominations and the filthiness of her fornication." Rev 17:4 
 Jesus was clothed in purple as a sign of royalty, but in mockery of His claim to be the 
promised Messiah and heir to the throne of David.     "And they clothed Him with purple; and they twisted a crown 
of thorns, put it on His head, ...And when they had mocked Him, they took the purple off Him, put His own clothes 
on Him, and led Him out to crucify Him." Mark 15:17&20 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hqA5izUjm9M
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christianity
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Europe
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint
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S unday School's Out for Summer!  We will be wrapping up our Sunday School 

year on May 19th as well.  Look for more information in the weeks to come about 

our exciting "Summer" Sunday School program. 

A nnual Sunday School Picnic - The annual Sunday school picnic will take place in 

the parish hall immediately following the 10:30 am 

service on Sunday, May 19th.  Hamburgers, hot dogs and 

drinks will be provided.  If your last name begins with A-M, 

please bring a side dish or salad.  If your last name begins 

with N-Z, please bring a dessert (cookies, brownies, cup-

cakes).  If you are able to help out with this event, please 

speak with either Heather Melody or Lori O'Hara. 

†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

May 2nd 
 

Athanasius 
Bishop of Alexandria, 373 

 

R arely in the history of the Church has the course of its development 
been more significantly determined by one person than it was by 

Athanasius in the fourth century.  Gregory of Nazianzus called him “the pillar of 
the Church,” and Basil the Great said he was “the Godgiven physician of her 
wounds.” 

Athanasius was born about 295 in Alexandria, and was ordained deacon in 
319.  He quickly attracted attention by his opposition to the presbyter Arius, 
whose denial of the full divinity of the Second Person of the Trinity was gaining 
widespread acceptance.  Alexander, the Bishop of Alexandria, took Athanasius 
as his secretary and adviser to the first Ecumenical Council, at Nicaea in 325, 
which dealt with the Arian conflict.  Athanasius was successful in winning 
approval for the phrase in the Nicene Creed which has ever since been 
recognized as expressing unequivocally the full godhead of the Son: “of one 
Being with the Father” (homoousios). 

 When Alexander died in 328, Athanasius 
became bishop.  He fearlessly defended the 
Nicene Christology against emperors, 
magistrates, bishops, and theologians.  Five 
times he was sent into exile.  He often 
seemed to stand alone for the orthodox faith. 
“Athanasius contramundum (against the 
world)” became a by-word.  Yet, by the time 
of his last exile, his popularity among the 
citizens of Alexandria was so great that the 
Emperor had to recall him to avoid 
insurrection in the city. 
 Athanasius wrote voluminously: biblical 
interpretation, theological exposition, 
sermons, and letters.  His treatise, On the 
Incarnation of the Word of God, is a still 
widely read classic. 
 In it, he writes, “The Savior of us all, the 
Word of God, in his great love took to 
himself a body and moved as Man among 
men, meeting their senses, so to speak, half 

way.  He became himself an object for the senses, so that those who were seeking God in 
sensible things might apprehend the Father through the works which he, the Word of God, 
did in the body.  Human and human-minded as men were, therefore, to whichever side they 
looked in the sensible world, they found themselves taught the truth.” 
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†  Telling Your Own Story 
 

O ne of the tasks of being a Christian often includes telling our individual story along 
with the larger gospel story.  Weaving the two together makes for a powerful 

articulation of God’s gracious work through all times and his specific salvific work in an 
individual heart - namely, yours. 

Many have supported their emphasis on sharing a personal testimony by pointing out 
that Paul did so numerous times in the book of Acts.  In Acts 26, for example, Paul tells 
Agrippa about his Damascus Road experience with the hopes that he, along with all who 
were listening to him “may become what I am, except for these chains” (vs. 29). 

As an encouragement for us to follow Paul’s model, some have argued, “People can’t 
dismiss your personal testimony because it’s your story.  They can’t deny it.” 

I’m all for people sharing their personal testimony.  But a bit more careful thought needs 
to shape the process. 

It is worth noting that Paul did not merely share his subjective, personal experience.  He 
wove together that story with the more objective, universal Gospel story that must be 
proclaimed to all people.  Paul crafted a dual-themed masterpiece that spoke of his unique 
encounter with Jesus along with these 
objective propositions: 

Paul’s hope is what God had 
promised the fathers (vss.6-7). 

Paul’s message included the fact 
that conversion (anyone’s!) is from 
darkness to light, from the power of 
Satan to God, involves forgiveness 
from sins, and leads to sanctification 
(vs. 18). 

People must “repent and turn to 
God and prove their repentance by 
their deeds” (vs. 20). 

This message is in line with the 
prophets and Moses (vs. 22). 

The crux of the matter is not Paul’s 
subjective experience but the objective 
truth that Christ suffered and rose 
from the dead (vs. 23). 

So, as we consider sharing our 
testimony, we should, like Paul, weave together a twofold-story that combines our 
individual experience with the Gospel for all.  Otherwise they will indeed dismiss what we 
say as something merely our experience.  They won’t deny it.  But they won’t embrace it 
either.  They won’t disagree but they won’t feel its sting. 

How do we do this?  Here are two suggestions: 

1. Prepare.  Few of us can compose Pauline brilliance on the spot.  Think through 
which events were pivotal in your coming to faith.  Be sure to include both strands of the 
two stories (your experience and the gospel message).  Decide ahead of time what you will 
and will not say.  And choose your vocabulary carefully. 

2. Proclaim that the gospel is both true and good.  It’s one thing to tell the story of 
how you became a Christian and what convinced you of its truth.  It’s another thing to tell 
why you’re thankful for the gospel’s work in you - how it’s made you a better person, a 
more gracious spouse, a more patient parent, a more compassionate friend, etc.  People need 
to hear both aspects of the gospel - that Jesus rose from the dead and that you actually wish 
others could be like you. 

 

Randy Newman has been with the staff of Campus Crusade for Christ since 1980 and 
currently serves with Faculty Commons, their ministry to university professors.  Randy is a 
Jewish Believer in Jesus and is the former editor of The Messiah-On-Campus Bulletin.  He 
is the author of numerous articles and books including Questioning Evangelism: Engaging 
People's Hearts the Way Jesus Did and Bringing the Gospel Home: Witnessing to Family 
Members, Close Friends, and Others Who Know You Well. 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=ac+26:1-32
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=ac+26:29-29
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=ac+26:6-7
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=ac+26:18-18
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=ac+26:20-20
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=ac+26:22-22
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=ac+26:23-23
http://www.amazon.com/Questioning-Evangelism-Randy-Newman/dp/082543324X
http://www.amazon.com/Questioning-Evangelism-Randy-Newman/dp/082543324X
http://www.amazon.com/Bringing-Gospel-Home-Witnessing-Members/dp/1433513714
http://www.amazon.com/Bringing-Gospel-Home-Witnessing-Members/dp/1433513714
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†  Scholarly Speaking 

 

Are the Sites Real? (Part II) 
 

F or Christian pilgrims through the centuries the places of greatest interest are those 
associated with Christ’s birth, death, and resurrection.  In these articles, then, let us 

consider the grotto beneath the Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem, the traditional place of 
Christ’s birth; Via Dolorosa (the Way of the Cross) and other pilgrimage places 
related to the arrest, crucifixion, and burial; and the Resurrection appearances. 
The Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem* is part of a Compound that is administered 
jointly by Greek, Armenian, and Latin (Roman Catholic) Christians, with the ancient 
basilica under Greek control but with a section set aside for the Armenians and a 
second, Roman Catholic, altar in the cave or grotto which has been identified at least 
since the early second century as the actual birthplace.  There is ample evidence that 
caves were often used as stables but the location some twenty feet below the floor of 
the Church, with the only approach being by steep stairs raises some questions as to 
whether this cave could have been used in that way.  We know that after the Jewish 
revolt of 125 A.D. the Emperor Hadrian erected a sacred grove to the God Adonis 
over the cave† and when Helena reclaimed it as a Christian site she replaced the grove 
with her basilica (later burned and rebuilt on the same spot).  These layers of building 
and rebuilding would certainly raise the surrounding ground level well above the 
original cave.  It seems likely therefore, that the grotto does mark the actual place of 
Christ’s birth, even though centuries of devout ornamentation would make it 
unrecognizable to Mary or Joseph. 
It is only towards the end of the 

Crusader period that the Way of the Cross‡ 
took its present form, but it grew out of 
observances that can be traced back to the 
fourth century when Constantine’s 
conversion, and his mother (St. Helena)’s 
explorations of sacred sites made Jerusalem a 
Christian center.  Such visits included stops at 
the Mount of Olives and in Gethsemane and at 
Caiaphas’ house where the first trial was held.  
The first two of these sites are readily 
identifiable today, the ancient trees at 
Gethsemane may well be but one or two 
generations removed from Jesus’ own time.  
The siting of Caiaphas’ home, now 
surmounted by a church of St. Peter at the cockcrow, is 
more speculative, but is almost certainly in the right area.  The journey would then continue 
to the site of the Antonia fortress, Pilate’s Jerusalem headquarters, and then make its way to 
the Church of the Holy Sepulcher where we now find the final five Stations of the Cross. 

St. Francis and his followers established an early form of the present Via Dolorosa 
starting at the Antonia and including three additional stops on the way to the Sepulcher.§  
These would seem to be the Gospel stations of the imposition of the Cross, the laying of the 

Cross on Simon of Cyrene, and the meeting with the women of Jerusalem 
(the 2nd, 5th, and 8th of the traditional 14).  European pilgrims then brought 
these devotions back home with them, setting up crosses and sometimes 
pictures in their churches, and gradually adding traditional events (such as 
the three falls and the meetings with Mary and Veronica) to their number.  
By the end of the crusader period other pilgrims brought these new stations 
back to Jerusalem until finally 14 were established there.  We do know that 
some of the stations were located differently by some groups, and given the 
nature of the case there is no real way to tell where (or sometimes even 
whether) all the commemorated events occurred.  If, however, we accept the 
Church of the Holy Sepulcher as the place for the final events (and we’ll 
examine this issue next week), then the general route is probably not far off. 

(Continued on page 11) 

Altar of the Nativity 
in the grotto. 

Old olive trees in Gethsemane 

Veronica’s Veil 
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†  Announcement Deadlines 
For Sword Points please submit it by Wednesday afternoon each week to 

stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

 

It is interesting to me to note the ecumenical nature of the actual locations of the 
stations.  The first, on the site of the old Antonia, is in the courtyard of a Muslim school 
(and is available to pilgrims after 3:00 pm when the school closes).  The Second, the 
imposition of the Cross, is in a Franciscan monastery, and the Third, the first fall, is at an 
Armenian Catholic chapel.  The fourth, Jesus meets his mother, is simply marked on a wall, 
but adjoins the Armenian Church.  The Fifth, Simon of Cyrene, is suitably located at the 
beginning of the climb to the Holy Sepulcher, and has a small chapel 
attached to it.  Number Six, Veronica, also has a room attached with a 
place for prayer and a small studio where I found a German, RC, nun 
writing icons - I purchased one of Veronica.  The second fall, number 
Seven, is just marked on the wall, but is at the point where the route left 
the city limits of Jesus’ time.  The next, Jesus meeting the women of 
Jerusalem, is again marked by a simple wall plaque; but the Ninth, the 
third fall, is at the entrance to the Coptic Patriarchate.  The final stations 
are all in the Holy Sepulcher, which is divided among Greek, Latin, 
Armenian, Coptic, Ethiopian, and Syrian churches.  Although usually 
peaceful, there has been occasional fighting, and the ladder in the 
accompanying picture has been in place since before 1839 because no 
one could decide who had the authority to move it. 

To be concluded. 
Fr. Bill+, Scholar in Residence. 

 

*  Wikipedia has a useful article on this here. 
† Hadrian was not notably anti-Christian, but followed the ancient practice, when conquering new territory of 
replacing local Holy Places with new ones dedicated to one or more of his own gods. 

‡ An excellent (and fairly lengthy) article on the history 
of these pilgrimages and of the sites in the Church of the 
Holy Sepulcher, published online by NET (Near East 
Travel Association), can be found here and continued here.  
One pilgrim’s description of her visit to the Holy Land and 
much more of the Middle East in the 370’s A.D. is 
available on line here. 
§ The Stations inside the Church have also been 
rearranged over time; the anointing stone (now number 13) 
was probably not used in Francis’ day, giving a total of 
eight. 

(Continued from page 10) 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

†  Shout Out!!  Joan Boehm 
 

A t long last…after several months of waiting, Joan has just been 
matched with a mentee through Jericho Partnership’s Naomi 

Mentoring Project.  Congratulations Joan!  And thank you for stepping up 
and putting your love in action by serving as a mentor for a young girl. 
Joan and her mentee will meet regularly. 

Mentors receive training and ongoing support while mentees have the 
opportunity to participate in the weekly mentoring program, Bible study 
and life training, after-school tutoring, summer camp, special trips and family activities, 
community service and college tours. 

The Naomi Mentoring Project is a Jericho Partnership youth ministry partner in 
Danbury.  At-risk girls ages 11 to 18 are recommended by family, church, school or 
neighbor as having a high potential to respond to mentoring and to “trust in the Lord and do 
good.” 

The girls are paired with a mature Christian female mentor.  The mentee and mentor 
work together through high school graduation. 

Prayerfully consider joining other Christian women in making a difference in the life of 
a young girl who needs your help. 

Are the Sites Real? (Part II) 

mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/DSZEN_~1.SAI/AppData/Local/Temp/here.%20
http://www.netours.com/content/view/177/47/1/0/
http://www.netours.com/content/view/180/26/
http://digital.library.upenn.edu/women/egeria/pilgrimage/pilgrimage.html
mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
http://www.jerichopartnership.org
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Vespers 
Sundays 6:00 pm 

“Refreshing!     Renewing!     Soaking in God’s presence!” 

 
†  The Rector’s Forum 

 

A dult Education meets each Sunday from 9:30-10:15am in the 
Guild Room and is led by Fr. Shepley.  "The Rector's 

Forum," has started an in-depth study of the Book of Genesis.  
With Tara Shepley assisting, this class will bring participants deep 

into the Word of God, verse by verse, further extending our parish 
mission of "Transforming Lives Through Jesus Christ." 

†  St. Paul’s Photo Day Is Coming! 
 

O n May 19th after both services 

in the parish hall, we will take 

your photo for our online parish 

directory.  Please make things easy for 

our camera crew by coming into the 

parish hall with your personal 

information on a special information 

card that will be on the back table that 

day. 

† Memorial Day Outreach 

T his Sunday and for the next couple of weeks after each service there will be 

donation sign ups in the Parish Hall for this year’s Memorial Day Outreach!  

Join us at 1:00 pm on May 27th.  This is a perfect way for Saint Paul’s to share the 

love of Jesus with the community in a casual and fun way.  Please sign up to donate 

Hot Dogs, Cookies or Lemonade.  Contact Preston Powell for more information.  
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M other’s Day is May 12th!  Anyone wishing to have flowers on the altar in 
memory of a mother, please make your check payable to St. Paul’s Church, 

with the name or names to be remembered in the memo line.  All memorials are due 
Sunday, May 5th.  Contact Gail Winkley with questions at (203) 775-3343 or 
gailwinkley@yahoo.com.  All ladies worshipping with us on Mother's Day will receive 
flowers. 

T he Brookfield Ecumenical VBS dates are the week of July 8 - 12.  
More info on their Facebook page.  Applications are located at 

Prince of Peace Nursery school, St Joseph's church office and 
Congregational church offices.  Volunteers are still needed. If you want an 
application emailed to you, contact Lisa at lisamsweeting@hotmail.com.  
Space is limited!  Sign up soon if you want a spot! 

B ill & Cathy Schrull are back in Tanzania, having arrived safely after their long 

flights.  You can keep track of their adventures on their blog sites: http://

tzblog.schrull.us & http://trips.schrull.us.  They return on May 8th. 

†  Hopeline Baby Bottle Campaign 
 

T he Hopeline Baby Bottle Campaign begins on Mother’s Day. 

Hopeline is a Christian-based ministry supporting women 

during unplanned pregnancies.  In addition to material assistance for 

the care of the newborn, such as cribs, clothing, diapers, and other 

supplies, Hopeline offers counseling, support, and ultrasounds 

performed on newly pregnant women by an Ob-Gyn trained physician.  

They offer post-abortion counseling to women of any age. 

St. Paul’s supports Hopeline through its annual “Change for 

Change” Baby Bottle Fundraiser.  There are baby bottles at the back of 

the church and in the Parish Hall that we ask you to please fill with 

your loose change and bills and return them on June 16th, Father’s Day. 

For more information, contact: Rory Palmer, Bonnie Wanzer or 

Debbie Werneburg.  Hopeline is a Jericho Partnership ministry. 

Last year St. Paul’s collected $1,560! 

mailto:gailwinkley@yahoo.com?subject=Mother's%20Day%20Flowers
mailto:lisamsweeting@hotmail.com
http://tzblog.schrull.us
http://tzblog.schrull.us
http://trips.schrull.us
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†  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 

 

Opening Hymn O Jesus, Crowned With All Renown 
Gospel Response Come, Gracious Spirit, Heavenly Dove 
Offertory Shall We Gather at the River 
Closing Hymn All Things Bright and Beautiful 

 

Shall We Gather at the River 
 

O ne afternoon in July, 1864, when I was pastor at 
Hanson Place Baptist Church, Brooklyn, the 

weather was oppressively hot, and I was lying on a lounge 
in a state of physical exhaustion…My imagination began to 
take itself wings.  Visions of the future passed before me 
with startling vividness.  The imagery of the apocalypse 
took the form of a tableau.  Brightest of all were the throne, 
the heavenly river, and the gathering of the saints…I began 
to wonder why the hymn writers had said so much about the 
“river of death” and so little about the “pure water of life, 
clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and the 
Lamb.”  As I mused, the words began to construct 
themselves.  They came first as a question of Christian 
inquiry, “Shall we gather?”  Then they broke in chorus, 
“Yes, we’ll gather.”  On this question and answer the hymn 
developed itself.  The music came with the hymn.   

 - Robert Lowry 

 †  Baba Ghanouj (Eggplant with Tehina) 

Directions: 
Place whole, unpeeled eggplant directly on a gas burner with flame set at medium, 
turning as the skin chars and the inside becomes soft.  Alternately, bake in a pan at 
450º until charred and tender (about 30 minutes).  Let cool slightly then cut in half 
lengthwise and scoop out eggplant pulp with a wooden spoon (a wooden spoon 
preserves the flavor).  Chop fine in a ceramic or wooden bowl.  Grate onion on the 
largest hole of the grater.  Squeeze juice from onion.  Chop the parsley fine and blend 
with eggplant and onion.  In a separate bowl, blend tehina thoroughly with lemon 
juice and garlic.  Stir in a 
small amount of water until 
white in color.  Add to 
eggplant mixture, with salt 
and a dash of cayenne 
pepper.  More lemon may 
be added for extra flavor.  
Garnish with parsley.  
Makes 2 ½ - 3 cups. 

Ingredients: 
1 lg. eggplant 
1 med. onion 
2 T. lemon juice 
½ bunch parsley 
½ c. tehina (tahini) 
2 garlic cloves, crushed 
2 tsp. water 
1 tsp. salt 
Dash of cayenne pepper 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uGmlaAbH9Vs
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vuJjjtEhXhs
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F8EIjGXtCLk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dWuJEAUV1os
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†  Women of the Bible,  A Special Retreat 

 

T he Women of St. Paul’s invite you to join them on a weekend retreat featuring a 
presentation of “Women of the Bible” by nationally acclaimed Christian actor Anita 

Gutschick on May 3rd - 5th at the Camp Washington Retreat Center in Lakeside, CT.  
Anita will dramatize the lives of three different Biblical women.  Come experience their 
stories as they reach across the generations to touch our hearts and empower us to face the 
challenges of our daily lives.  You will laugh with these women, cry with them, and see 
yourself in their stories. 

“When I saw the Sinful Woman portrayed by Anita receive her forgiveness, I 

realized that I had never allowed Him to forgive me, and I did then confess that 

and opened myself to receive that forgiveness.” 

Anita’s Saturday evening 
presentation will be open 
to the entire St. Paul’s 
community…..men, 

women & friends, for 
free!. Plan to arrive by 

7 pm. 

Click here for driving directions 

https://maps.google.com/maps?q=Camp+Washington,+Kenyon+Road,+Lakeside,+CT&hl=en&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=55.411532,135.263672&oq=Camp+Washington&t=h&hq=Camp+Washington,&hnear=Kenyon+Rd,+Lakeside,+Litchfield,+Connecticut+06758&z=17
https://maps.google.com/maps?q=Camp+Washington,+Kenyon+Road,+Lakeside,+CT&hl=en&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=55.411532,135.263672&oq=Camp+Washington&t=h&hq=Camp+Washington,&hnear=Kenyon+Rd,+Lakeside,+Litchfield,+Connecticut+06758&z=17
https://maps.google.com/maps?q=Camp+Washington,+Kenyon+Road,+Lakeside,+CT&hl=en&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=55.411532,135.263672&oq=Camp+Washington&t=h&hq=Camp+Washington,&hnear=Kenyon+Rd,+Lakeside,+Litchfield,+Connecticut+06758&z=17
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 
 

Comforter and Guild 
 

 Acts 16:9-15 

I n this reading from the story of the early church Paul and his companions are called 
by a vision to journey to Macedonia and the city of Philippi, where a merchant named 

Lydia responds to the gospel and is baptized, together with her household.  
She offers her home to the travelers, and becomes an important supporter of 
their missionary endeavor. 

 

 Psalm 67 
A prayer for God’s graciousness and saving power, and a bidding of 

praise by all people for God’s justice and bounty. 
 

 Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5 
In this reading John the Seer presents a vision of the new Jerusalem, the 

paradise of God.  The city has no need of a temple or of a sun or moon, for it 
is enlightened by the very glory of God and the lamp of the Lamb, who is 
Jesus.  It will be a place of purity and abundance for the saints.  As in the 
Garden of Eden, here will be found the river and the tree of life. 

 

 John 14:23-29 
Our gospel tells of Jesus’ promise to his disciples of the coming of the 

Holy Spirit.  Although Jesus will no longer be present physically, those who 
continue in his love will know his abiding presence, together with that of the 
Father.  The Holy Spirit will be their counselor and bring Jesus’ own words 
to mind.  Jesus shares these things with his followers before they take place, 
and he gives them his peace. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Photo Contest for May Sword of the Spirit 

C alling all photographers!  We are looking for a cover photo for 

our next monthly Sword.  The June Sword will have a theme of 

summer and Pentecost.  Be creative.  The deadline is May 28th.  Send 

your pictures to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

Q.  Why do we call 

the Holy Scriptures 

the Word of God?  
 

A.  We call them the 

Word of God because 

God inspired their 

human authors and 

because God still 

speaks to us through 

the Bible.  

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEaster6_RCL.html#FIRST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEaster6_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEaster6_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEaster6_RCL.html#GOSPEL
mailto:st.paulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=January%20Cover%20Photo
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
…..Dot Blake, convalescing from a stroke at Filosa in Danbury. 
…..Alice Keller, strength and freedom from pain. 
…..St. Peter’s, Monroe; St. Mark’s, Mystic; St. Michael’s, Naugatuck. 
…..Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East. 
…..Cy Dennerlein, recovering from a fall. 
…..Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
…..Barbara Kast, continued healing of her back. 
…..the people of British Columbia and the Yukon, Canada. 
…..Tom Balash, strength and mobility. 
…..A job for Mary Ellen. 
…..Hospital chaplains; Stephen Ministers; other pastoral care groups; 
ministries of healing; parish nurses; wellness programs, and recovery ministries 
…..Ralph D., successful acceptance of his heart transplant. 
…..Christians in Karnataka state, India, a very dangerous area for Christians. 
…..Catherine Clayton, for improved circulation and healing of her right ankle and foot 
after recent reconstructive surgery. 
…..Bill & Cathy Schrull, our missionaries in Tanzania. 
…..the people who died and were injured in the recent building collapse in Bangladesh and 
from flooding in Saudi Arabia. 
…..Ginny Beck for  healing for bulging neck disc and relief from pain 
…..Fr. Bill and Diane Loring, healing and recovery from pneumonia. 
…..peace in South Thailand, North Caucasus, Iraq. Syria and the Sudan. 
…..David Palmer for continued healing. 
…..Bill Mayers’ daughter, for recovery from a heart condition. 
…..Michael for protection in Sudan with the UN peacekeeping service. 

 
Job 19:25  "I know that my Redeemer lives and that in the end 

He will stand upon the earth." 

Prayer is simply a two-way conversation between you and God.    -Billy Graham  

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/b/billygraha382920.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/b/billy_graham.html
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Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

Drew Crocker is the winner of our caption 

contest with "No, seriously my friend. Scripture 

says my master needs your donkey."  Drew wins 

a free keffiyeh like the one being modeled by Fr. 

Loring.  Drew, you can claim your prize next 

April in Jerusalem!  We’ll even throw in a 

complimentary picture with the locals. 

† It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to 
this Weeks Sword 

Points: 
 

Chris Barrett, 
Drew Crocker, 

Lynne Donnelly, 
Pat Jennings, 

Heather Melody. 
Beth Miller, 

Patrick O’Connors, Lori 
O’Hara, Kirsten 
Peterson, Preston 

Powell, Bill 
Schrull, Joe 

Shepley, David 
Szen, Pam Szen, 

Bonnie Wanzer, Don 
Winkley & Gail Winkley. 

https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000428757685
http://www.faithstreet.com/church/st-pauls-anglican-brookfield-center-ct

