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Transforming 

Lives Through 
Jesus 

September 12, 2013 

Sword Points 
 

†  “Growing God’s Kingdom” 
 

 

Seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you (Matthew 7:7). 
 
Dear Family of St. Paul's, 
 
The Bible promises that all who seek will find, as God is very close to us (Acts 
17:27).  The people of God long ago held that "the eyes of the LORD search 
throughout the earth to strengthen committed hearts" (2 Chron. 16:9).  Jesus 
proclaimed that the Father is seeking us as true worshipers (John 4:23).  As our 
red doors open to the world around us 
each Sunday morning, I pray that 
those seeking will find God among our 
equally open hearts. 
 
Last Sunday in our worship, I sensed 
that God was beginning a new 
transformation among us.  I am 
discerning in the Spirit right now as I 
write that God is reaching newly 
committed hearts throughout our 
parish.  God is on the move at St. 
Paul's.  This is a special moment for 
us, and I pray that we will have the 
eyes of faith to see the beautiful work 
of God in our lives at this time. 
 
By now you should have received your 
brochure for our capital campaign, 
"Growing God's Kingdom."  I ask that 
you look it over, pray about how God 
is leading you to be a part of this 
sacred moment as we write our own 
history together, and respond in faith.  
For just as God's door has been 
opened to us, may we as a church 
open the door of our future.  Together, 
by God's grace, I know we can do this. 
 
Faithfully, 
 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†  Are You New to St. Paul’s? 
 

A re you new to St. Paul's?  Or do you simply need a 

refresher on who we are and why we do what we do?  

If so, please join Fr. Joe for his Newcomer class meeting 

three consecutive Tuesday evenings: October 8, 15 and 22 

from 7:30-8:30 pm in the Guild Room.  This class will 

discuss what it means to become a member of St. Paul's, as 

well as prepare those wishing to be Confirmed/Received into 

the church on November 3rd.  Please let Fr. Joe know if you 

plan to attend this class. 

†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Sep 12 - 7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, Sep 14 - Holy Cross Day 
  7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

Sun, Sep 15 - Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
  8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

  9:15 am - Young Adult Bible Study 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

  3:30 pm - Middle School Youth Group  

  4:30 pm - High School Youth Group 

  5:00 pm - Vespers 

Mon, Sep 16 - 7:00 pm - Stephen Ministry, Guild Room  

Tue, Sep 17 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

Wed, Sep 18 - 10:00 am - Holy Eucharist and Healing 

Thu, Sep 19 -  7:00 pm - Healing Team, Guild Room 

  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary  

Sat, Sep 21 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

  8 am to 3 pm - Youth Group Tag Sale 

  10:00 am - 2014 Holy Land Trip Informational Meeting, Guild Room  

  10:00 am - St. Paul’s Quilters, Parish Hall 

  2:00 pm - House of Prayer, Sanctuary 

Sun, Sep 22 - Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
  8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

  9:15 am - Young Adult Bible Study 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

  3:30 pm - Middle School Youth Group  

  4:30 pm - High School Youth Group 

  5:00 pm - Vespers 

Stewardship Reflection - Find out how much God has given you and from it 
take what you need; the remainder is needed by others.  - St. Augustine. 

“Riches enlarge rather than satisfy appetites.” 
 - Thomas Fuller (1608-61), English clergyman & writer. 
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thethethe   
   

NNN   ewsewsews! 

  

 

 

Our annual tag sale is coming up in just another week!  We’re looking for donations of 

gently used items, but please no clothing, broken electronics or tube TV’s.  If you have large 

items you would like to donate, please contact Patrick and we can make arrangements to 

have it picked up.  On the flip side, if you own a pickup truck and are available to help pick 

up large items, please let us know.  You can contact us at stpaulsown@gmail.com.  We are 

accepting donations now until Sep 20th. 

The Youth 
Group will not 
be collecting 
cans & bottles 
this year.  Thank 
you for 
contributing 
them in the past.  
And, please keep 
recycling on your 
own. 

https://www.facebook.com/StPaulsOWN
https://twitter.com/StPaulsOWN
mailto:stpaulsown@gmail.com
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† Happy Birthday to You! 

K enneth Kast celebrates today!  Friday is the big day for Carol 

Kirner, John Carlo Hodge & Michele Janofsky.  Amy Boyce 

will be blowing out candles on Saturday. Don’t forget to wish 

Anya Gallo a happy day on Sunday. Barbara Mable will 

be opening presents on Tuesday. Have a blessed day each one of 

you!  

Push the Start Button for your special Happy Birthday video. 

Youth Group Help! 

We’re looking for a few helpful hands to make the 

start to our year a success.  If you are able to lend a 

hand with the tag sale, either in setting up, or during 

the sale, please let us know. 

Also, we are looking for donations of snack items, 
along with a few other things. Please check out the 
bulletin board inside the Parish Hall if you are able to 
make a small donation. Thank you! 

†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

September 12th 
 

John Henry Hobart 
Bishop of New York, 1830 

 

J ohn Henry Hobart was one of the leaders who revived the Episcopal Church, 
following the first two decades of its independent life after the American Revolution, 

a time that has been described as one of “suspended animation.”  Born in 
Philadelphia, September 14, 1775, Hobart was educated at the Universities 
of Pennsylvania and Princeton, graduating from the latter in 1793.  Bishop 
William White, his longtime friend and adviser, ordained him deacon in 
1798 and priest in 1801. 
 After serving parishes in Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and Long Island, 
Hobart became assistant minister of Trinity Church, New York City, in 
1800.  He was consecrated Assistant Bishop of New York on May 29, 
1811.  Five years later he succeeded Bishop Benjamin Moore, both as 
diocesan bishop and as rector of Trinity Church.  He died at Auburn, New 
York, September 12, 1830, and was buried beneath the chancel of Trinity 
Church in New York City. 
 Within his first four years as bishop, Hobart doubled the number of his 
clergy and quadrupled the number of missionaries.  Before his death, he 
had planted a church in almost every major town of New York State and 
had opened missionary work among the Oneida Indians.  He was one of 
the founders of the General Theological Seminary, and the reviver of 
Geneva, now Hobart, College. 

A strong and unbending upholder of Church standards, Hobart established the Bible and 
Common Prayer Book Society of New York, and was one of the first American Churchmen 
to produce theological and devotional manuals for the laity.  These “tracts,” as they were 
called, and the personal impression he made on the occasion of a visit to Oxford, were an 
influence on the development of the Tractarian Movement in England.  Both friends and 
foes respected Hobart for his staunch faith, his consuming energy, his personal integrity, 
and his missionary zeal. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J55nUIg2JN4
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†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“Everything I have is yours.” Luke 15:31 
 

O ur Heavenly Father gives us everything, 

including the chance to share in His eternal 

kingdom.  Yet, like the Prodigal Son we are often 

lured away by the materialism of our society.  Do we 

really want to turn our backs on all that God offers in 

exchange for a material wealth that has no lasting value? 

Aim at heaven and you will get earth thrown in. Aim at earth and you get neither.  
- C. S. Lewis 
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†  The Holy Land - Connect with Your Roots  

 

†  Jerusalem of Gold   
 

 

F ollowing is one English translation of the Israel folk song, Jerusalem of Gold, 
written by Naomi Shemer and performed just two weeks before the Six Day War in 

1967 which resulted in Israel’s conquer of Eastern Jerusalem and reclamation of the Holy 
Places.  A very emotional song, the music is hauntingly beautiful with poignant lyrics.  It is 
often performed solely by violin.  (Click on the banner above for the original version; click 
here for an English version with slightly different lyrics.) 

New video 

each week 

As clear as wine, the wind is flying  
Among the dreamy pines  

As evening light is slowly dying  
And a lonely bell still chimes,  

So many songs, so many stories  
The stony hills recall...  

Around her heart my city carries  
A lonely ancient wall.  

 
Jerusalem all of gold  

Jerusalem, bronze and light  
Within my heart I shall treasure  

Your song and sight.  
 

Alas, the dry wells and fountains,  
Forgotten market-day  

The sound of horn from Temple's mountain  
No longer calls to pray,  

The rocky caves at night are haunted  
By sounds of long ago  

When we were going to the Jordan  
By way of Jericho.  

 
Jerusalem all of gold  

Jerusalem, bronze and light  
Within my heart I shall treasure  

Your song and sight.  
 
 

But when I come to count your praises  
And sing Hallel to you  

With pretty rhymes I dare not crown you  
As other poets do,  

Upon my lips  
is always burning  

Your name, so dear, so old:  
If I forget Jerusalem  

Of bronze and light and gold...  
 

Jerusalem all of gold  
Jerusalem, bronze and light  

Within my heart I shall treasure  
Your song and sight.  

 
Back to the wells and to the fountains  

Within the ancient walls  
The sound of horn from Temple's mountain  

Again so loudly calls,  
From rocky caves, this very morning  

A thousand suns will glow  
As we shall go down to the Jordan  

By way of Jericho.  
 
 

Jerusalem all of gold  
Jerusalem, bronze and light  

Within my heart I shall treasure  
Your song and sight. 

Plans are already underway for another Holy Land 

pilgrimage on March 26 - April 4, 2014.  Fr. Joe will be joining 

us.  Click here for more info and details. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2yR9KDduDVA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BPv6DwoPLt0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2yR9KDduDVA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F1jY0XTmwok
http://www.pilgrimtours.com/groups/stpaulisrael.htm
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T he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study is currently studying Exodus.  Exodus is the 
story of humanity's redemption.  It tells how God brought Israel up out of slavery to 

men, and allowed them to become His servants.  Through miraculous deliverance and 
covenant law, the Redeemer is revealed.  Exodus contains many valuable insights for us 
today, including God's methods for dealing with rebellion, His shaping of Moses into a 
servant leader, governing principles for the just treatment of others, and guidelines for pure 
and wholehearted worship. 

Come study with us and become more enlightened, Tuesdays from 9:15 - 11:00 am.  To 
register please call or email Debbi Pomeroy at (203) 312-6992 or debbi415@aol.com.  
Workbooks are $8. 

†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

September 14th 
 

Holy Cross Day 
 

T he historian Eusebius, in his Life of Constantine, tells how 
that emperor ordered the erection of a complex of buildings 

in Jerusalem “on a scale of imperial magnificence,” to set forth as 
“an object of attraction and veneration to all, the blessed place of our 
Savior’s resurrection.”  The overall supervision of the work - on the 
site where the Church of the Holy Sepulchre now stands - was 
entrusted to Constantine’s mother, the empress Helena.  In Jesus’ 
time, the hill of Calvary had stood outside the city; but when the Roman city which 
succeeded Jerusalem, Aelia Capitolina, was built, the hill was buried under tons of fill.  It 

was during the excavations directed by Helena that a relic, 
believed to be that of the true cross, was discovered. 
Constantine’s shrine included two principal buildings: a large 
basilica, used for the Liturgy of the Word, and a circular 
church, known as “The Resurrection” - its Altar placed on the 
site of the tomb - which was used for the Liturgy of the Table, 
and for the singing of the Daily Office. 
 Toward one side of the courtyard which separated the two 
buildings, and through which the faithful had to pass on their 
way from Word to Sacrament, the exposed top of Calvary’s 
hill was visible.  It was there that the solemn veneration of the 
cross took place on Good Friday; and it was there that the 
congregation gathered daily for a final prayer and dismissal 
after Vespers. 
 The dedication of the buildings was completed on 
September 14, 335, the seventh month of the Roman calendar, 
a date suggested by the account of the dedication of Solomon’s 
temple in the same city, in the seventh month of the Jewish 
Calendar, hundreds of years before (2 Chronicles 7:8–10). 

mailto:debbi415@aol.com
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†  Scholarly Speaking 

 

The Holy Cross 
 

S aturday, September 14, is Holy Cross Day, not only in our Calendar, but in the great 
majority of liturgical churches, both Eastern and Western (often with variant forms 

of the title of the festival.  Historically there are a number of celebrations of the Cross in the 
calendars of various churches, but all of these celebrate the Cross, not as an abstract symbol, 
but as the physical instrument of our Lord’s redeeming death.  The various dates recall 
particular events related to the Cross. 

The three most widely observed events are the Invention or discovery of the Cross in 
326 by the Empress Helena,* the dedication of the Church of the Holy 
Sepulcher and the placing of a relic of the True Cross within it in 338,† and 
finally the capturing of this relic in 614 by the Persians and its recovery in 
628 and final return to Jerusalem in the following year.  The dedication of the 
Church and the placing of the relic of the Cross are known to have occurred 
on September 13 and 14 respectively, and that is what set the date for our 
festival. 
 The date later, however, became associated with the recovery of the relic 
(the return to Jerusalem may have been deliberately placed on the 
anniversary of its original placement in the Church), and the day 
came to be known as the Exaltation of the Holy Cross.  In the East, 
and in parts of Western Europe, it was also kept as the feast of 
Invention.‡  In and around France, however, the Cross was celebrated 
on May 3 and as French and Roman calendars were blended that date 

was designated as the Invention and September 14, following the Eastern title, as the 
Exaltation.  In 1960 John XXIII consolidated all these observances in September.  
Our Prayer Book, the English Common Worship, and most other recent Anglican 
and Lutheran calendars follow this pattern also.§ 

An alternative observance is found in Armenian tradition which celebrates the 
bringing of a piece of the Cross to Armenia by a nun fleeing Roman persecution 
during the third century (i.e. well before Helena’s discovery, which they also 
celebrate).#  It might also be noted that many of the smaller Eastern Churches 
observe the main September Feast on either the 13th or the 15th and there are also a number 
of lesser local observances related to the Cross that we shall not go into here. 

Last Spring I wrote of my 
reasons to believe that the sites 
for Calvary and the Tomb 
associated with the Church of the 
Holy Sepulcher are probably 
genuine.  While this lends some 
credence to the genuineness of the 
crosses• found by St. Helena in 
the same area, all we can really 
say is that the relics have been a 
powerful focus for faith and 
devotion for nearly 1700 years, 
and this may be far more valuable 
than whether or not it is the actual 
wood on which Christ died. 

 John Calvin, with his Protestant distrust of any relics, 
famously wrote that there were enough pieces of the Cross that 
“if all the pieces that could be found were collected together, 
they would make a big ship-load.”◊  The 19th century French 
architect turned archeologist, DeFleury, however compiled a 
catalog of all known fragments and calculated their volume at 
only 244 cubic inches (a standard 2x4 about a yard long).♦  
While this is far from one full cross, it certainly does not rule out 

(Continued on page 11) 

St Helena with the 
Cross 

Exaltation 

Procession of a Relic of the Cross 
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that many (especially smaller pieces) may well be mediaeval forgeries. 
- Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence  

______________________________________ 

* Constantine’s mother who was born and raised in a Christian family 
although his father was not and Constantine seems to have gradually 
moved from a broad toleration of all religions to an actual declaration 
of himself as a Christian at about age 40.. 
† Two other major relics were placed in Rome and in Constantinople, 
and portions of each of these were later widely distributed. 
‡ The Eastern Orthodox Churches actually assign the discovery to 
March 6, and have a minor festival then, but include it in the major 
celebration in September. 
§ The English 1662 Book, and several other older Anglican Calendars, 
had both May 3 and September 14 as Black letter (Lesser) feasts. 
# It is not clear how they explain this possession of a piece of the Cross before Helena, but it is certainly not 
impossible that followers had retained bits of the cross from the time of the crucifixion before burying the rest of it 
(apparently a common Jewish reaction to Roman executions – Galatians 3:13 suggests that the tree itself was 
cursed). 
• She discovered three crosses, assumed to be our Lord’s and those of the two thieves.  At the suggestion of the 
local Bishop all three were brought to a sick woman who was healed on contact with one of them, thus identified as 
the True Cross. 
◊ Calvin, Traité Des Reliques, quoted in Wikipedia sv. True Cross. 

(Continued from page 10) 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

The Holy Cross 

Join us on Sunday, 
September 29th 

at the 10:30 am service 
as we celebrate 

the 50th Anniversary of 
Bishop Jeffrey Rowthorn’s 

consecration to the priesthood.  

http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=245955270
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/True_Cross#cite_ref-24
mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
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†  The Ruler of Your Heart? 
by Mari-Anna Stålnacke @flowingfaith 

 

W hat is the name of the ruler of your heart?  Shame?  Fame?  Game?  Or other peo-
ple? 

Sometimes shame keeps us from coming to Christ with the mess we’ve made.  We think 
we are not worthy of God.  So we keep away from Christian gatherings and God himself.  
But here’s the news flash: no one is worthy of grace!  Just listen to Jesus: “Who needs a 
doctor: the healthy or the sick?  I’m here inviting the sin-sick, not the spiritually-fit.” (Mark 
2:17, MSG) 

 Jesus came just because we are utterly incapable of stay-
ing out of mess on our own.  Don’t let shame keep you 
away from Christ.  You don’t need to apply self-help first to 
be good enough to ask Jesus into your heart.  Jesus died for 
sinners not for saints.  Here’s a word you can take to heart 
and depend on: Jesus Christ came into the world to save 
sinners. (1 Tim. 1:15, MSG) 
 Don’t let fame or game be the ruler of your heart, either.  
You might think that you know what to do with your life.  
But both fame and game lead sooner or later to disappoint-
ment.  Don’t let salvation slip through your fingers because 
of your pride. 
 No matter what you are dealing with in your life, Jesus 

is ready to help you.  Jesus knows you inside out and he loves you as you are.  Don’t hesi-
tate, walk right up to Jesus and receive grace upon grace! 

Now that we know what we have - Jesus, this great High Priest with ready access to God 
- let’s not let it slip through our fingers.  We don’t have a priest who is out of touch with our 
reality.  He’s been through weakness and testing, experienced it all - all but the sin.  So let’s 
walk right up to him and get what he is so ready to give.  Take the mercy, accept the help. 
(Hebrews 4:14-16, MSG) 

Don’t let other people divert you from the right course, either.  Sometimes we tend to 
listen too much to other people in our lives.  We want to please them so they would not 
leave us.  But our heart can have only one ruler.  We either obey people or we obey God. 

The picture above represents the throne of our hearts - where Jesus rightfully belongs, 
but so many other things battle for the space.  Who is the ruler of your heart?  Kick out any-
one and everything that does not belong there.  Then let’s boldly walk right up to Jesus and 
accept the help we really need.  Because Jesus rules with grace and mercy. 

 

Gracious God, 
We bring you the mess we’ve made. 
Help us, save us, restore us! 
Pour grace upon grace on us! 
Show us mercy, show us love! 
Be the ruler of our hearts! 
Be our everything! 
In Jesus’ name, 
Amen 

 

Q4U: What kind of things do battle for the space in your heart? 
 

Photo courtesy of Stephen Corbett 

T he Rector's Forum begins a new course!  Starting this 

Sunday, September 15th, and running through May of 

2014, Fr. Joe and Tara Shepley will lead a verse by verse study on 

the Gospel of Matthew.  Please join us in the Guild Room starting 

at 9:30 am each week for this exploration of God's Word. 

The 
Rector’s 
Forum 

http://www.creationswap.com/media/9457
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Directions: 
Preheat oven to 400º.  
Spread the pecans in a 
pie plate and bake for 5 
minutes until toasted  
Let cool, then coarsely 
chop. 
In a large saucepan of 
salted boiling water, 
blanch the Brussels 
sprouts until bright 

green, 3 minutes.  Drain well, cut in half and pat 
dry. 
On 2 large rimmed baking sheets, toss the 
Brussels sprouts with the olive oil.  Season with salt and pepper and turn them cut 
sides down.  Roast in the upper and lower thirds of the oven for 20 minutes, until just 
tender and nicely browned on the bottom.  Switch the baking sheets halfway through 
roasting. 

Ingredients: 
½ c pecans 
2 ½ lbs. Brussels sprouts 
¼ c extra-virgin olive oil 
Sea salt and freshly 

ground pepper 
1 avocado, cut into ½-

inch dice 
1 tsp. chopped thyme 
2 T. balsamic vinegar 

†  Roasted Brussels Sprouts 

 

WALK IN JESUS’ FOOTSTEPS 
 

Next March, just before Holy Week, Fr. Joe is joining 

us on a pilgrimage to the Holy Land where we will 

discover the roots of our Christian faith. 

 

On Saturday, September 21st we are having an 

informational meeting to learn more about this life 

changing journey to the Holy Land.  Past travelers 

will share their unforgettable and faith growing 

experience of their Christian pilgrimages to the Holy 

Land.  They will share stories from their recent trips to 

Israel and their faith building experiences.  These tours 

are truly an inspirational and spiritually enriching time 

of renewal and reflection, walking in Jesus's footsteps.  

Information and insight into these journeys and 

opportunities for others to join in as St. Paul’s plans for 

a trip again in the Spring of 2014.  If this is a journey 

that you have contemplated yourself, or would just like 

to learn more about, please join us in the Guild Room 

on Saturday, September 21st at 10:00 am.  You may 

also contact Pam Szen at prszen@gmail.com. 
 

We wish you many prayers for Shalom. 
 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/ 

http://www.pilgrimtours.com/groups/

stpaulisrael.htm 

"Our feet shall stand within thy gates, 

O Jerusalem." Psalms 122:2 

mailto:prszen@gmail.com
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/calendar/icalrepeat.detail/2014/03/26/2656/-/holy-land-pilgrimage.html
http://www.pilgrimtours.com/groups/stpaulisrael.htm
http://www.pilgrimtours.com/groups/stpaulisrael.htm
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†  We Are Stronger Together 
 

St. Paul’s / Jericho - Day of Service 
 

O n Saturday, October 5 join Fr. Joe and our Parish family as 
we will have the opportunity to participate in a Day of 

Service.  This is a day of volunteerism to support our ministry 
partner, Jericho. 
 Jim Wiley, Ministry Coordinator for Jericho, is organizing 
our day of service.  Jim works with the seasonal homeless shelter 
operations and Jericho’s renewal efforts along Spring Street in 
Danbury. 
You can sign up at the 
table in the rear of the 
church.  Please add your 
name to the list and include 

your email address and t-shirt size when you sign up. 
This is a parish-wide event and we encourage 

everyone to be a part of this day of fellowship and 
outreach. 

“Let’s not merely say that we love each other, let 
us show the truth by our actions.” 

1 John 3:18      

SAVE THE DATE 

Saturday, October 5 

Parish Day of Service 

St. Paul’s & Jericho 

OUTREACH 

Click for more info. 

Please sign up by this weekend so 
we can place our T-Shirt order. 

http://www.pilgrimtours.com/groups/stpaulisrael.htm
http://www.pilgrimtours.com/groups/stpaulisrael.htm
http://impactconnecticut.com/calendar/
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 
 

Stories of Grace 

 

 Jeremiah 4:11-12, 22-28 

T he prophet’s oracle is for a devastating judgment.  Cities and land alike shall 
become a ruined desert.  The people are utterly rebellious and foolish, and it is 

because of this that calamity must come.  Yet even amid these dire words of warning there 
is seed of hope: “I will not make a full end,” says the Lord, whose mercy may be seen in 
chastisement.  

 Psalm 14 
A psalm of condemnation for the cynical and disbelieving who trample 

the poor; yet the Lord will prevail. 
 1 Timothy 1:12-17 
In this lesson Paul gives thanks to the Lord Jesus and praise to God for 

the salvation of sinners, among whom Paul has led the way.  The apostle (or 
a later author writing for him) recalls his acts of persecution and blasphemy 
against Jesus.  But the Lord was merciful to him in his ignorance and 
unbelief, as he has been to all who have come in faith to him. 

 Luke 15:1-10  
In the gospel Jesus tells the two parables of the finding of the lost sheep and the lost 

coin.  The setting helps us to understand that Jesus may have told the story about the lost 
sheep to defend his acts of reaching out to share the invitation of the reign of God with those 
often regarded as beyond God’s concern.  In several ways it would be foolish to leave many 
sheep to go after one stray, but the parable emphasizes the lengths to which both Jesus and 
God will go to bring back one who is missing.  The second story illustrates a related theme 
of the first: the great joy that is experienced when the lost is found. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

Jeremiah 14:12 
 

Now it is I who speak in 

judgment against them. 

†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   
   

W hy worship?  Does God need our praise?  Is God that vain, 
as modern atheists contend?  In this sermon, Fr. Shepley 

tackles this misconception while exploring how God crafts us in 
body, mind and spirit.  To replay all our sermons, audio and videos 
follow this link for The Sunday Sermons. 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp19_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp19_RCL.html#response
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp19_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp19_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
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  Remembering 9/11 

“The Light of Christ at Ground Zero” 

This sermon was preached by The Rev. Joseph Shepley, who was a curate at St. Thomas Fifth Avenue, 
the Sunday following September 11, 2001 (an excerpt appeared in Newsweek’s September 2001 edition). 

 

G round zero.  We have heard a lot about ground zero lately.  It is a very low place to 
be.  Many of us are there right now.  It is a place where we are all leveled, a place 

where there is only one way to look, and that place is up.  The absence of any structure above 
symbolizes the absence of the ready answers we are looking for in this time. 

 Earlier this week, I have had the privilege, as well as the horror, of being 
at ground zero.  I am speaking figuratively, for my emotions, perhaps like 
yours, have been brought low.  But I am also speaking literally, for shortly 
after the terrorist attack on our city, I made a visit to the site of the World 
Trade Center wreckage known as ground zero. 

 I simply showed up, having hailed a taxi as the city was in chaos.  When I 
told the taxi driver where I wanted to go, he said, “You’ll never get in there.” 
I said, “I will.” Refusing to accept payment for the ride down, this driver 
wished me well.  I would note that he told me he was of Arab descent, and so 
the peace we shared, fueled by his generosity, was for me the first sign of a 
reconciliation that could be possible in the face of such a potentially 
culturally divisive event. Once I was received through the first of many police 
barricades, I was told to follow the bright light ahead, which seemed a cruel 
but accurate method of getting me to my destination.  For beneath that 
overpowering light sheer darkness awaited me. 

 Like an old movie reel running through my head I see it, and I am there 
right now: Zombie-like firemen weave back and forth under the weight of their soot-covered 
gear in search of a resting place, a place where they can put the anguish behind them for a 
little while.  Stone-faced police officers brace themselves against the threat of tears. 

As I get closer, a nurse hands me a gas mask, a utility worker throws me a hard hat, as a 
soldier says, “I.D., Father.” Unimpeded, I now make my way toward ground zero.  Something 

catches my eye to the left: It is a crumpled and filthy sign on a building that reads Brooks 

Brothers.  Beneath it in red spray paint is a crudely written sign- “Morgue.”  A spray-painted 
arrow shows the way. 

Beneath the screams of buzz saws against steel, the beating of helicopter wings, and the 
menacing scrapes of a crane swiveling in my direction, I make my way to the edge of the mess.  
I am beholding a monster, hideous in deformity, unyielding in strength.  Within it fires rage, 
sparks fly, toxic smoke spews forth.  Like tiny ants, the rescue workers cover the mound of 
rusty steel, in search of life. 

Suddenly I am asked by a worker to climb up the dangerous heap with him.  I find myself 
climbing, slipping occasionally in my black wingtip shoes, wondering what in the world I 
think I’m doing.  With each slip I am propped up by a burley worker or two.  With each step I 

(Continued on page 17) 
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am closer to our destination: a dozen firemen in a huddle digging for one of their 
own.  I dig with them for three hours as they frantically  work a camera on a snake-like 
cable down into the void beneath the wreckage. 

They find a helmet, but suddenly a horn blasts and there are screams from a crane 
operator below: “Get out of there now!  It’s unstable!” We move over fifty feet or so 
and begin another rescue attempt, which is becoming more like an archaeological 
dig.  I am wondering about the owner of the fire helmet, but for now, we cannot go back.   

I watch in silence.  I ask the workers how they are doing.  Some want to talk.  Some clearly 
don’t.  I dodge sparks, I pass on water bottles, and I bless the buckets being passed before me 
containing the unspeakable.  I suddenly realize that I am presiding over a mass funeral, and as 
I breath in the ashes of my fellow men and women, the Ash Wednesday liturgy reminding us 
that we are but dust is not just on my mind, but all over my body.  I am somewhere between 
earth and heaven mystically-speaking, with all of our tears streaming through this cloud of 
witnesses covering our faces. 

“How did I get all the way up here?” I ask myself, as I look back down at one hundred feet 
or so of rubble separating me from the edge of the 
crumbled giant.  The crew seems glad to have me on their 
little piece of hell on earth, and so I stay here throughout 
the night and into the early morning, moving from dig to 
dig, knowing that ground zero has already changed me 
forever. 

A gas explosion from a blowtorch finally sends us back 
down to the edge, where I decide it is time to go home to 
my wife and children, whom I am quite desperate to 
embrace at this point.  As I hail a cab and ride home 
through the dark and barren streets, a conviction settles 
upon me much like the smoky ash clinging to my clothes. 

Life goes on, even in the midst of death, and it has 
little to do with us.  Resurrection follows crucifixion.  And 
God’s peace can be found somewhere in between.  To 
reflect theologically, ground zero has reintroduced to me the full humanity of Jesus.  In the 
tears of every rescue worker who lost a comrade, I saw Jesus weeping at the grave of his friend, 
Lazarus.  With every crag a fireman crawled onto, I saw the Good Shepherd risking his life for 
the lost sheep.  As I tried to find my footing again and again on the bent and burning beams, 
those worlds kept rolling over me: “No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life 
for one’s friends” (John 15:13).  My fellow New Yorkers are strengthening my faith in God. 

The sacrificial love we see in the midst of evil is a beacon of hope reminding us that God’s 
goodness remains with us, so often made manifest in one another.  We need one another now 
more than ever. 

From ground zero I am catching a glimpse of the light to follow.  This light is Christ, and 
in him there is no darkness at all.  This is a light for all nations, a light that will lead us home. 
Together, my friends, we will make the journey.  Peace be with you.  AMEN. 

(Continued from page 16) 

Please keep Fr. Joe in your prayers as he visits Ground Zero on Friday morning at 9 am for a 
special prayer vigil 

during this anniversary 
week of 9/11.  
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† GPS of Stewardship 
by Kristine Miller 

 

W hen I am traveling, which is about 70% of the time, I rely heavily on Google 

Maps for navigation.  Many times I am in unfamiliar territory, and having a 

readily available road map is a huge help.  For those of you who 

are not conversant on Google Maps, all you have to do is text in 

an address or location.  Google Maps locates where you are 

(identified by a red dot) and offers a map of how to get to your 

desired destination (a green dot).  As you are traveling along 

your route, Google Maps also provides a blue dot--that's you!  If 

you veer off course, your blue dot goes rogue and you know you 

have made an error....It is simply brilliant! 

I have often wondered how I could get a Google Map for my 

stewardship journey. 

Wouldn't it be great if there was an app for that? 

Imagine consulting the GPS (God's Positioning System) on your iPhone! 

While in "unfamiliar territory" it would help me to navigate along my journey.  There 

would be a red dot at my current position and a green dot indicating where God would like 

me to end up.  The journey would be laid out between the green and red dots according to 

God's will for my giving.  I can imagine points along the way such as ... run for vestry, cut 

my sister some slack, do more pro bono work, pray more intentionally, grow in my financial 

giving, etc.  I wonder how much territory would be between the red dot and the green dot. 

Am I even close to my final destination? 

Would I even be able to see the red dot from my current location? 

Has my blue dot gone rogue and I am completely off course? 

Our stewardship GPS requires a conversation with God where we listen well for God's 

leading. Through prayer we can discern God's will for our lives moving ever closer to our 

final destination. So, until there is an app for that, prayer will have to do! 

Weekly Vespers 

services start up 

again this Sunday 

September 15th 

http://www.tens.org/resources/blog?authorID=18
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†  Where We Went to 
Church Last Sunday 

 
 

L ast Sunday, Pat Jennings, Lois 
Hunt and Gail & Don Winkley 

were visiting up in the Niagara 
Falls, Canada area.  
They worshiped at 
St. James and St. 
Brendan Anglican 
Church in Port 
Colborne, Ontario. 

†  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 

 

Opening Hymn The King of Love My Shepherd Is 

Gospel Response Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing 
Offertory Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us Tune: Bradbury 

Closing Hymn Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven 
 

Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us 
 

W e don't know who wrote the words to "Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us."  It first 
appeared in a children's hymnal compiled by Dorothy Thrupp in 1836, so some 

people think that Mrs. Thrupp wrote it - but that is far from certain. 
But it is clear enough what inspired the words.  Two scriptures come to mind.  

The first is Psalm 23, which begins, "The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want."  
The second is the tenth chapter of the Gospel of John, where Jesus says, "I am 
the good shepherd." 

And we know who wrote the music.  His name is William Bradbury.  
Bradbury was a gifted teenage music student in Boston when he met Lowell 
Mason at the Bowdoin Street Church.  Mason was a well-known musician who 
wrote the music for "Joy to the World" and a number of other hymns.  Mason 
took Bradbury under his wing, nurturing his musical abilities.  After finishing 
school, Bradbury moved to New York City, where he worked as a church 
musician specializing in children's music.  He wrote the music for what must be 
the favorite children's hymn of all time - "Jesus Loves Me."  He intended "Savior 
Like a Shepherd Lead Us" to be a children's hymn, but it turned out that adults 
enjoyed singing it too. 

A story related to this hymn is told about Ira Sankey, a musician who 
worked closely with Dwight L. Moody.  On one occasion, Sankey sang this 
song, "Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us" at a public gathering.  

Afterwards, one of the guests pulled him aside and 
asked if Sankey had served on guard duty on a 
particular night in a particular place.  Sankey, who had 
served in the Union army, said that he had.  The other 
man said that he had served in the Confederate army.  
On the evening in question, he had started to shoot a 
Union soldier when the Union soldier began to sing 
"Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Me."  The Confederate 
soldier, who had often heard his mother sing that song, 
couldn't do it.  Singing "Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead 
Us" had saved Sankey's life. 

- Copyright 2007, Richard Niell Donovan 

Want to listen in to what we’ll 

be singing on Sunday at 10:30? 

You can listen on Spotify by clicking 
here: St. Paul's 10:30 9/15/13 
Included in the Set this week is: 

10,000 Reasons – Matt Redman 

Open Up Our Eyes – Elevation Worship 

Lord, I Need You – Matt Maher 

Mighty to Save – Hillsong  
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QXybQ3gmCOw
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mUhU0HgTq94&ytsession=ETRTjtmZjmATFzgR4Ijf8rRHk1gOxsinyRFhKNJhSxTVFpIVHSLQ4ayZbNKgkL4r9EaJVjoZYoezWpeHVKl1zbcE3ME7bUB8Y3gFzdb6eYmuFYWJ60xboKoN3hToP_2Hwm2UyV4uOZxmUyF0f2OoQ51J8Bk2RPG2Vyc23-mxnAIWIqq-m72NlbgLHepT8F6RMHCGr2gKBbH
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pOdOJCawXMA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sx1eMwlDFb8
http://open.spotify.com/user/pmoconnors/playlist/2wovS2Sdw3ezrdUvH1WuG8
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
…..Dot Blake, Cy Dennerlein, Tom Balash and other parishioners convalescing in 
extended care facilities. 
…..St. John’s, Stamford; Calvary, Stonington; St. Mark’s, Storrs. 
…..Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East. 
…..Brenda Darling, recovering from a fall. 
…..Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
…..Barbara Kast, continued healing of her back. 
…..the people of South Africa. 
…..A job for Mary Ellen. 
…..The Province of New England: the Dioceses of Connecticut, 
Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, Vermont, 
and Western Massachusetts; their bishops, clergy, parish and 
diocesan staff, and congregations; Provincial Synod; all 
Provincial Networks. 
…..Ginny Beck for  healing for bulging neck disc and relief from 
pain. 
…..Children of St Paul's, pray for revival for each child and for 
their ears and eyes to be open and to feel the love of Jesus.  
…..Oman, that expatriate Christians will find ways to reach out to 
Muslim nationals. 
…..Joe Hock, as he rehabs after his recent knee replacement surgery. 
…..Phyllis Baskett, quick recovery from back surgery. 
…..peace in Syrian Civil War; Yemen; Egypt; and Pakistan. 
…..David Palmer for continued healing. 
…..Pray for healing of marriages. 
…..Bill Mayers’ daughter Kathleen, for recovery from a heart condition. 
…..Michael for protection with the UN peacekeeping service. 

 
Matthew 19:14 " Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them for the 
Kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.”  Then he placed his hands on them. 

T he Chaplain Service of Connecticut's Associate Chaplain Program is having 
remarkable results.  Their mission is to train Associate Chaplains for Nursing 

Homes and Convalescent Homes Ministry to comfort, encourage and share the Gospel. 
The Associate Chaplain Fall training session will be held on Saturdays beginning 

October 12, 19, 26, Nov 2, 9 and ending Nov 16.  Classes are from 10 am to noon at 2 Stony 
Hill Rd Bethel (across from Target). There is a onetime fee of $40 to cover their nationally 
and locally recognized materials. 

Candidates must have a letter of recommendation from their Pastor.  Chaplain Service of 
Connecticut Inc. (CSC) trains, certifies and insures the graduates. 

CSC helps them to receive access to a Nursing Home of their choice, to carry out this 
much needed ministry.  The Associate Chaplains are representative of their church and they 
have found them to become more active in their faith and church. 

Interested members can anytime 203-733-8042 or email at 
chaplainservicect@gmail.com for an application.  

mailto:chaplainservicect@gmail.com
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Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

† It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to 
this Weeks Sword 

Points: 
 

Chris Barrett, Sandy 
Chaleski, Drew 
Crocker, Lynne 
Donnelly, Bill 
Loring, Diane 

Loring, Beth Miller, 
Patrick O’Connors, 

Linda Pendergast, Ken 
Perry, Kirsten Peterson, 

Debbi Pomeroy, Joe 
Shepley, David 

Szen, Pam Szen & 
Gail Winkley. 

“Check this out.  
When I tug my right 
ear, Fr. Joe closes 

his eyes!” 

 

https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000428757685
http://www.faithstreet.com/church/st-pauls-anglican-brookfield-center-ct

