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Sword PointsSword PointsSword Points   
†  Great and Unsearchable Things 

Call to me and I will answer you and tell you great and unsearchable 
things you do not know.   (Jeremiah 33:3) 

Dear Friends, 

T his Sunday, we will see each component of our 
three-fold vision come together in one event.  At 

the 10:30 am service, we will be fulfilling our call to be a 
remnant witness, a healing oasis and a mission post for 
youth.  With the baptism of a child coupled with our 
affirmation together of the Baptismal Covenant, along 
with Healing Sunday's prayer and testimony time largely 
led by our youth, we will behold our vision enfleshed.  
As, "Where there is no vision, the people 
perish" (Proverbs 29:18), may this sacred moment 
together bring us strength and life. 

The ancient prophet, Jeremiah, was approximately 
twenty years-old when he began his mission.  God is in 
the business of calling young people into the unknown.  I 
was twenty-one years old when that still, not-so-small, 
voice spoke to me, "telling me great and unsearchable 
things that I did not know," culminating in a call to 
priesthood.  God has poured out spiritual gifts on the 
church, even on the young, and we look to this Sunday 
with great expectation as our youth exercise such gifts 
among us and for us.  May they discover the supernatural power of God moving through 
their ordinary lives. 

God spoke to Jeremiah these words as he began his ministry: "Before you were in the 
womb, I knew you, set you apart and called you as a prophet" (1:5).  As God's elect, we 
have a purpose and a destiny, known from before all time, and by surrendering all to God, 

that which is deep 
within us spiritually 
gets revealed.  May 
God show you the gifts 
you have been given, 
and may they be used 
for the building up of 
Christ's church. 

 

February 20, 2014 

Transforming Transforming 

Lives Through Lives Through 

JesusJesus  

Soli Deo Gloria 

("To God be the glory"), 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Feb 20 - 7:00 pm - Healing Team, Guild Room 

   7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Fri, Feb 21 - 7:00 pm - Alpha Course Retreat Weekend, Parish Hall 

Sat, Feb 22 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

   9:30 am - Alpha Course Retreat Weekend, Parish Hall 

   10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Guild Room 

Sun, Feb 23 - Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany 

   8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

   9:15 am - Young Adult Bible Study 

   9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

   10:30 am - Sunday School 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

   4:30 pm - Youth Group 

Mon, Feb 24 - St. Matthias, the Apostle 

   7:00 pm - Stephen Ministry, Guild Room 

Tue, Feb 25 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

   7:00 pm - Grief Group, Guild Room 

Wed, Feb 26 - 10:00 am - Holy Eucharist Rite II & Healing 

Thu, Feb 27 - 7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, Mar  1 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

   10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Parish Hall 

   5:00 pm - House of Prayer 

   6:30 pm - Alpha Course, Parish Hall 

Sun, Mar  2 - Last Sunday after the Epiphany 

   8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

   9:15 am - Young Adult Bible Study 

   9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

   10:30 am - Sunday School 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

   4:30 pm - Youth Group 

†  A Two-Part Lenten Course: 
The Apostles' Creed 

 

P lease join Fr. Joe on the evenings of 

March 12th and 19th from 6:30-8:30 as 

we explore together the Apostles' Creed, both 

its origin and its relevance to our lives today. 

We will begin with a soup supper (please 

bring your own soup bowl) and fellowship, 

followed by our program. 
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http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/childrens-sermons.html
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OOO   utwardlyutwardlyutwardly   

WWW   itnessingitnessingitnessing   

thethethe   
   

NNN   ewsewsews! 

 

O n Saturday, April 5th St. Paul's OWN will host 

it's first blind auction to raise funds for our 

summer mission trip to Washington DC.  We are look-

ing for help from individuals, small groups/ministries, 

and businesses.  If you'd like to help as an individual we 

need volunteers to help run the event, donations of kids 

toys for a special "Kids Only" raffle that will take place 

that night, and of course people to attend the auction 

and bid on some awesome items.  We are asking small 

groups or ministries at the church to join together and 

consider donating an item to be auctioned off.  And if 

you own or work at a local business that would be able 

to donate something for the night, we'd love that too.  

Please see us during coffee hour for more information.  

Volunteer Opportunity  

https://twitter.com/StPaulsOWN
https://www.facebook.com/StPaulsOWN
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†  Sock It to ‘Em!Sock It to ‘Em!Sock It to ‘Em!   
 

W e continue to collect socks for the men’s homeless shelter 
throughout the winter months.  Thanks to everyone who has 

already placed donations in the back of the church.  This will be ongoing.  
So, if you would still like to make a donation, please do so.  Many 
blessings to you all as we bless those less fortunate. 

†  Saints of God 
 

February 20th 
 

Fredrick Douglass 
 

B orn as a slave in 1818, Frederick Douglass was separated from his mother at the age 
of eight and given by his new owner, Thomas Auld, to his brother and sister-in-law, 

Hugh and Sophia Auld.  Sophia attempted to teach Frederick to read, along with her son, but 
her husband put a stop to this, claiming, “it would forever unfit 
him to be a slave.”  Frederick learned to read in secret, earning 
small amounts of money when he could and paying neighbors to 
teach him. 
 In 1838, Frederick Bailey (as he was then known) escaped and 
changed his name to Frederick Douglass.  At the age of 14, he had 
experienced a conversion to Christ in the African Methodist 
Episcopal Church, and his recollection of that tradition’s spiritual 
music sustained him in his struggle for freedom: “Those songs 
still follow me, to deepen my hatred of slavery, and quicken my 
sympathies for my brethren in bonds.” 
An outstanding orator, Douglass was sent on speaking tours in the 

Northern States by the American Anti-Slavery Society.  The more renowned he became, the 
more he had to worry about recapture.  In 1845 he went to England on a speaking tour.  His 
friends in America raised enough money to buy out his master’s legal claim to him so that 
he could return to the United States in safety.  Douglass eventually moved to New York and 
edited the pro-abolition journal North Star, named for the fleeing slave’s nighttime guide. 

Douglass was highly critical of churches that did not disassociate themselves from 
slavery.  Challenging those churches, he quoted Jesus’ denunciation of the Pharisees: “They 
bind heavy burdens and grievous to be borne, and lay them on men’s shoulders; but they 
themselves will not move them with one of their fingers” (Matt. 23.4) 

A strong advocate of racial integration, Douglass disavowed black separatism and 
wanted to be counted as equal among his white peers.  When he met Abraham Lincoln in 
the White House, he noted that the President treated him as a kindred spirit without one 
trace of condescension. 

†  Snow Angels 

T hanks to Joe Bernardo, 

Mill Reynolds and Doug 

Melody who are shown here 

shoveling snow, ice and water 

yesterday from the roof over the 

church school wing.  Working 

eight hours, they cleared several 

of our flat roofs which will 

prevent further leaks in advance of 

our “heat wave” this weekend!  

Thanks guys! 
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Name Tags - Many people have mentioned how helpful wearing nametags were to 
them in assimilating into the congregation.  Please continue to be courteous to fellow 
parishioners, to newcomers and guests by extending a warm welcome to them and by 
wearing your name tag.  And remember to wear them to coffee hour as well. 

†  Saints of God 
 

February 24th 
 

Saint Matthias the Apostle 
 

I n the nine days of waiting between Jesus’ Ascension and the Day of Pentecost, the 
disciples remained together in prayer.  During this time, Peter reminded them that the 

defection and death of Judas had left the fellowship of the Twelve 
with a vacancy.  The Acts of the Apostles records Peter’s proposal that 
“one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the 
Lord Jesus went in and out among us, beginning from the baptism of 
John until the day when he was taken up from us - one of these men 
must become with us a witness to his resurrection” (Acts 1:21–22).  
Two men were nominated, Joseph called Barsabbas who was 
surnamed Justus, and Matthias.  After prayer, the disciples cast lots, 
and the lot fell to Matthias, who was then 
enrolled with the eleven. 
 Nothing further is told of Matthias after 

his selection.  According to tradition he was an exemplary Apostle, 
but we know nothing more.  Matthias seems an appropriate example 
to Christians of one whose faithful companionship with Jesus 
qualifies him to be a suitable witness to the resurrection, and whose 
service is unheralded and unsung. 

It is also thought that St. Matthias served as a missionary in 
Judaea, where he is said to have been stoned and beheaded, thus a 
battle axe on his icon. 

† Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper Mardi Gras Extravaganza 
 

E veryone is invited to Saint Paul’s Annual Pancake 
Supper on Shrove Tuesday, March 4th, from 5:30 to 

7:00 pm.  Come celebrate the final moments before Lent 
begins with pancakes and games, beads and 

balloons! 
A freewill offering will be accepted. 
Clergy will be available for confessions 
after the pancake supper.  (Apparently 
the supper will be that good!) 
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†  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 

 

Opening Hymn In Christ There Is No East or West 
Gradual Hymn When Christ Was Lifted From the Earth 
Offertory Lord, Whose Love Through Humble Service  Tune: Hyfrydol 
Closing Hymn How Firm a Foundation, Ye Saints of the Lord 

 

In Christ There Is No East or West 
 

There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond or free, there is neither male nor 
female: For ye all are one in Christ Jesus.  - Galatians 3:28 

 

T his hymn was part of a script written in 1908 be John Oxenham for a giant 
missionary exhibit sponsored by the London Missionary Society’s exhibition, The 

Orient in London.  It is estimated that over a quarter of a million people viewed this work. 
John Oxenham was born in Manchester, England, on November 12, 1852.  His real 

name was William Arthur Dunkerley.  As Mr. Dunkerley he ran a successful wholesale 
grocery company with branches in Europe and the U.S.  As 
Julian Ross he wrote fictional serial stories in a newspaper.  
As John Oxenham, a pseudonym borrowed from Western 
Ho!, a book given him by his Sunday School teacher, he 
wrote many best-selling poems and hymns.  It is said he 
published more than forty novels and twenty other volumes 
of verse and prose.  During the First World War, his Hymns 
for the Men at the Front sold eight million copies.  Upon his 
death it was discovered that he had written sixty-two books 
using different pseudonyms.  The British Who’s Who says 
that Oxenham took up writing as an “alleviate and 
alternative from business and found it much more 

enjoyable.”  Despite his busy financial and literary interests he was known as a devout and 
active layman in the Congregational Churches. 

This hymn text was first published in 1913 in one of Oxenham’s works, Bees in Amber, 
a book he printed himself and of which 285,000 copies sold. 

An interesting account is told of an incident during World War II in which there were 
two ships anchored together, one containing Japanese aliens and the other American aliens, 
waiting to be repatriated.  For one day they lined the rails, glaring at each other.  Suddenly, 
someone began to sing “In Christ There Is No East or West.”  Then another, on the opposite 
ship, joined in.  Soon there was an extraordinary chorus of former enemies praising God 
together.  

Want to listen in to what we’ll 
be singing on Sunday at 10:30? 

Or do you want to listen to a 
song from last week once more? 

  You can listen on Spotify by clicking 
here: St. Paul's 10:30 Service 

This week’s set includes: Hosanna 
(Praise is 
Rising), We 
Fall Down, 
Our God 
and King, 
Grace Flows 
Down, 
10,000 
Reasons  

“An Episcopal cardinal”   - by Sandy Chadwick 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BmtQUVMhIk8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W_atN2OvjBU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FH1KXSPWk5A
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cp1JK63KU0c
https://play.spotify.com/user/pmoconnors/playlist/6R3HtfNOKKLI88hp7Z9cjH
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†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those 
who persecute you…”  Matthew 5:44 

 

L ove your enemies, easier said than done, no doubt.  
But, remember, the foundation of stewardship is 

prayer.  When we are in close communication with God, it 
opens our heart and it turns our attention away from “me” and 
moves it towards God and others.  It allows us to have a little 
more empathy for “our enemy.”  When we pray for others, 
even “our enemies,” maybe it softens their hearts as well. 

†  Baptism and Future Stewards 
- adapted from an article by Bruce Rockwell 

 

T his Sunday we will baptize our newest member.  During the baptism, will you be 
aware that we are forming a steward as she is baptized? 

Being baptized means that we are stewards.  As we strive to live into our baptismal 
promises, we are being stewards, since good stewards strive to do all those things we 
promise (or that were promised on our behalf by our God parents) when we are baptized. 

 We promise to persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever we fall into 
sin, to repent and return to the Lord. 
That means we will strive to resist the societal disease of affluenza … of 
wanting more and more material goods, of thinking that if we just have 
enough (money, property, … fill in the blank), we will be happy and feel 
fulfilled.  As Christians we know that God has already given us all we need 
for a full rich life in God’s household.  But as people who live in a material 
society, we hear messages that we don’t have enough, that if we only had a 
little bit more, we would have it made, whatever that means. 
 We promise to renounce all sinful desires that draw us from the love 
of God. 
 Again, by chasing after the false promises of our secular society, we are 
drawn away from God and make ourselves the center of our world, rather than 
God the center. 
 We promise to proclaim by word and example the Good News of God 
in Christ. 
 That’s a really difficult one, especially for introverts who are too shy to 
talk about their faith, or New Englanders who think it might seem to be 
boasting if we spoke about how we experience Christ and the Holy Spirit 

working in and through our lives. 
We promise to seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving our neighbor as 

ourselves. 
How can we do that when we put our own needs and selfish desires first?  How can we 

do that when we grasp for and hold on to far more of the riches of the earth while our sisters 
and brothers, both in foreign lands and here at home, don’t have enough? 

We promise to strive for justice and peace among all people and respect the dignity 
of every human being. 

Again, how can we do that when we abuse the good earth, this island home, this Garden 
of Eden that God has entrusted to our care and stewardship? 

All of these promises, are stewardship questions.  As we strive to put God first in our 
lives, as we attempt to become more generous and less self-centered, we become more 
loving stewards.  We become more the people God created us to be.  We become more the 
people we have promised to be as baptized children of God, as disciples of Jesus Christ. 

This Sunday, let us be very mindful about the promises we are making both for the baby 
being baptized, but also for ourselves. 

Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ, your Son 
may live in the power of his resurrection and look for him to come again in glory; who 
lives and reigns now and for ever.  Amen. 



 9 

 
†  Blondies 

 

Directions: 
Preheat oven to 350 degrees F.  
Lightly grease 8x8 baking pan.  In 
a large bowl, mix together butter 
and brown sugar.  Set aside. In a 
medium bowl, whisk together 
flour, baking powder, baking soda 
and salt.  Set aside.  To brown 
sugar mixture, whisk in egg and 
vanilla.  Mix in flour mixture and stir until completely 
combined.  Stir in chips and nuts.  Pour batter into pan.  
Bake for 20 or more minutes.  Cool completely on wire 
rack.  Cut into 6, 9 or 16 pieces. 

 

Editor’s Note: If you want an all-blonde Blondie, use the white chocolate chips with 
macadamia nuts or 1 full cup of lightly toasted pecan pieces and no chips. 
 

Click here to submit your favorite recipe. 

Ingredients: 
1/2 cup butter, melted 
1 cup packed brown sugar, 
dark or light 

1 cup flour 
1/2 teaspoon baking powder 
1/4 teaspoon baking soda 
1/4 teaspoon salt 
1 egg 
1 teaspoon vanilla 
1/2 cup chocolate or white 
chocolate chips 

1/2 cup pecan pieces, 
lightly toasted 

†  Book Review: The Art of Being Rebekkah 
 

Note:  This is a debut book by one of St. Paul’s own, Karoline Barrett. 
 

W hen talented Jewish artist, Rebekkah Gelles finds out her 
husband has a frightening dark side, she wants out of her 

marriage; but her life gets complicated when she moves back to her 
parents’ home in Park Slope, Brooklyn and falls for the charming 
Italian detective who’s investigating her estranged husband.  
Convinced he’s all wrong for her - he’s not Jewish for one thing - 
Rebekkah struggles with love, faith, family, and a surprise pregnancy. 

The Art of Being Rebekkah is one of those rare books that 
immediately draws you in and makes you care about its characters.  It 
is full of warmth and heart.  While it’s still a good dark mystery, this 
thriller portrays life as most people live it.  It depicts the life of a 
woman living as a conservative Jew in contemporary society and will 
teach you a lot about the main character’s religious life and culture in a 
way that is integral to the book, not “preachy” nor didactic. 

You’ll find yourself caring about the main character, Rebekkah, and 
will cheer her on as she navigates a series of difficult but exciting and 
life-changing events.  Rebekkah grows into her own through the course 
of the book and this gives her character great depth, as she discovers 

not just love, but also her vocation.  
Through painting, Rebekkah finds her 
true calling in life.  This inclusion of 
her discovery of her talent for art, as 
well as the love story, will make the 
book really resonate with you. 
 
Karoline will be signing copies of her 
book at Bank Street Books in Mystic,  
CT this Saturday from 2-4. 
 
P.S. - One of our parishioners tells us 
that you’ll recognize part of St. Paul’s 
in this book! 

mailto:prszen@gmail.com?subject=My%20favorite%20recipe%20for%20Sword%20Points
http://banksquarebooks.com/event/book-signing-karoline-barrett-and-art-being-rebekkah
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†  Scholarly Speaking 

 

Calling Priests Father 
 

A t last week’s Wednesday morning Eucharist the Gospel (Matthew 23:8-12) 
included the passage, “You are not to be called rabbi, for you have one teacher, and 

you are all students.  And call no one your father on earth, for you have one Father - the one 
in heaven.  Nor are you to be called instructors, for you have one instructor, the Messiah.”  
Not too surprisingly this led to a discussion of our practice of calling priests ‘Father.’ 

Let us start, however, with a look at the history of using the term, and other titles, in the 
Church.  The term first seems to have been used in both Greek and Latin for bishops, 
usually in the familiar form (corresponding to Daddy) of 
Papa.*  This, of course, gives us the English form ‘Pope’ 
which in time came to be restricted to the bishops of 
Rome and of Alexandria - other bishops with large 
regional influence (Jerusalem, Constantinople, Antioch, 
and later Moscow and Venice) came to be known by the 
similar (and more formal-sounding) title of Patriarch.  In 
our own Prayer Book tradition (until the current Prayer 
Book, which was adopted at the same time that women 
could canonically be made bishops) the ordination 
services provided that the ordaining bishop be addressed 
as “Reverend Father in God” (in the USA) or “Right/Most [if an Archbishop] Reverend 
Father in God,” preserving this ancient practice. 

The use of the title for priests seems to have been adopted early in the Orthodox 
churches (where it is also applied to deacons and to lay monks) and it is now virtually 

universal.  In Western Christianity St. Benedict (d. 547) used the term for spiritual 
confessors and he also used the monastic title Abbot, which is derived from the 
Semitic Abba, Father.  In the 13th century Franciscan and Dominican Friars (who 
often served as traveling spiritual directors) also came to be called Father,† and in 
the course of time this became common for members of other religious orders as 
well.  In other languages various titles are found, thus Spanish and Italian priests 
are often addressed as Dom (Sir), and in France Abbè (from abba, but not the usual 
word for father) is common.  In England, too, Sir was a fairly common address for 
an Anglican priest.  The use of Father for Roman Catholic parish priests seems to 
have arisen in Ireland and spread from there through the English speaking world 
(first among Roman Catholics, and then by extension to Catholic minded 
Anglicans) during the later 19th century. 

In America, during the Colonial period and until the mid-19th century the term Father 
was widely used in many Protestant denominations (though at that time Anglicans were 
more apt to use Parson or simply Mister).  The title was used especially for older clergy, and 
younger ones who had earned special respect, for founders of 
churches (John Wesley was often spoken of as Father Wesley), 
and also extended to respected lay-leaders.  Though less 
common, the feminine Mother was also used.  It was in the 
1840’s when mass Irish immigration began that Father became 
common for Roman Catholics (who previously tended to use 
Mister) and Protestants stopped using the term.‡ 

With this background let us consider the Biblical case.  Not 
only is “father” widely used in the New Testament 
(and not just for biological fathers) but the context 
suggests that the point of Jesus’ sayings is not titles 
but putting on airs for the sake of claiming religious 
prestige.  The other titles mentioned in the passage, 
rabbi, teacher, instructor (in other translations master) are so widely used, and 
without protest, that it is impossible to believe that Jesus was literally trying to ban 
any, much less all, of them.§  Another point (that neither of these articles seem to 
pick up) is that the other titles are all introduced by “You are not to be called…” in 

(Continued on page 11) 

Two Popes (both are wearing glasses) 

“Father” Wesley 

http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=259843226
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†  Official Prayer of the Sword Points Editorial Board 
 

A lmighty God, keep us, we pray thee, from thinking of ourselves more 
highly than we ought to think, and ready at all times to step aside for 

others, that the cause of Christ may be advanced; through the same Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  Amen. 

 
Some Thoughts on the Creeds 

contrast to  “call no one…” clearly suggesting that this line originally belonged to a 
different context.  This passage seems to fit very well with John the Baptist’s statement 
found in Matthew 3:9, “Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our 
ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham.”  
Here it is not a matter of titles at all (not even used as symbols of grandiosity) but a warning 
that being a descendant of Abraham is no substitute for repentance as a way to salvation. 

In conclusion, Father (or Mother in the case of a woman) is a perfectly appropriate title, 
which has become broadly acceptable in the Episcopal Church, and much simpler to use 
than Your Reverence, though it is by no means the only suitable one.  Pastor is also 
generally acceptable, though it is really only suitable for one who actually is pastor of a 
church.  Parson can also be used, and while Deacon and Bishop are often used as titles of 
address, Priest just doesn’t sound right; the archaic variant form Prester, would take some 
getting used to, but it has a nice ring to it. 

I close with the final stanza of a poem in which two 
characters go back and forth about what to call the 
priest; the previous stanza concludes with the proposal 
to call him ‘Sir’. 

Of course, you’re only leaping  
from frying pan to fire, 

Your ‘Sir’ is also ‘Father,’ 
For ‘Sir’ is really ‘Sire’: 

So, how you will address me, 
I’m sure I do not know; 

But, as my name is Joseph, 
You’d better call me Joe.◊ 

- Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence  
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
* Fr. William Saunders, writing for EWTN.  Benedict seems to be referring to what we now call spiritual 
directors who not only hear confessions, but regularly gave spiritual advice. 
† Ibid.   
‡ David L. Holmes, “Are ‘Mother’ and ‘Father’ Appropriate Titles for Protestant Clergy?” from The Christian 
Century, December 4, 1985, reprinted online at religion-online.org. 
§ Call No Man "Father"?, in Catholics.Com; see also Saunders, op. cit. 
♦ This was pointed out to me by the late John Townsend, who taught me Greek and Hebrew in Seminary.  [He 
did publish this in an article which, alas, I can no longer find.] 
◊ S. J. Forrest, “No Farther” in What’s the Use? London, Mowbrays, 1955. 

(Continued from page 10) 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

Calling Priests Father 

†  Got Questions? 

Father Joe, Tara, and the Alpha team invite you and your friends to 

our Saturday evenings of food, friendship, and inspiration.  Alpha 

is a relaxed manner to explore and grow in the Christian faith. 

Please mark your calendars for Saturday nights from 6:30-8:30 pm 

through– March 22nd.  Come yourself.  Bring your friends.  Bring 

your questions. 

Child care is provided per your request either reimbursed for in- 

home care or provided at the church; the choice is yours.  Please 

contact Tara with questions. 

http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=259867633
https://www.ewtn.com/library/ANSWERS/WHYFATHR.HTM
http://www.religion-online.org/showarticle.asp?title=1916
http://www.catholic.com/tracts/call-no-man-father
mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
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†  Happy Birthday to You! 

Push the Start Button for your special Happy Birthday video. 
 

C y Dennerlein, Christina Willeford & Marian Mayers 

celebrate today!  Saturday is the big day for Kevin Castner, 

Debbie Barackman & Paul Onorato.  Mike Chengeri will 

be blowing out candles on Tuesday.  Arielle Zambello & Liam 

Connors will be opening presents on Wednesday.  Have a blessed 

day everyone! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UUbHdbWnDUI
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

“Love Your Neighbor as Yourself” 

 
 Leviticus 19:1-2,9-18 

I n our Hebrew Bible reading the people of Israel are called to lives of justice and love - 
to be holy because the Lord their God is holy.  The goal for the behavior of God’s 

people is nothing less than the very highest.  As God’s chosen ones, they are to care for the 
poor and weak and to avoid any form of oppression.  One is to love one’s neighbor as 
oneself. 

 Psalm 119:33-40 
The psalmist asks for the Lord’s guidance and promises to keep God’s 

commandments always. 
 1 Corinthians 3:10-11,16-23 
In this passage Paul reminds the Corinthians that they are God’s temple, 

for which there is no other foundation than Jesus Christ.  Paul continues to 
deal with the problem of divisions within the Corinthian church.  These new 
disciples must not attempt to live by the standards of worldly wisdom and say 
that they belong to Paul or Apollos or Cephas.  The church lives by a deeper 
wisdom in which all things are for the Corinthians’ benefit, while they 
themselves belong to Christ, and Christ to God. 

 Matthew 5:38-48 
In our gospel lesson Jesus calls his followers to a way of life that reaches far beyond 

worldly standards of goodness - toward the limitless excellence of their heavenly Father.  
Legalistic religion has traditionally been used to define the ways in which people can limit 
the extent of their care for others and still regard themselves as good.  Jesus presents a 
standard that ends all such standards.  When tempted to revenge and to circumscribe love, 
we must seek to be like the Father who cares equally for all. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   
   

L ast week's sermon ask the question, what makes a 

church flourish?  Listen to this message about servant 

leadership centered on Christ, and hear how God can make 

a new song out of your life..  To replay all our sermons, 

audio and videos follow this link for The Sunday Sermons. 

Matthew 5:38 
 

Jesus said, "You have 

heard that it was said…”  

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi7_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi7_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi7_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi7_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
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Danbury Deanery Lenten Quiet Day 
Saturday, March 8 

10:00 am till 2:30 pm 
At Trinity Church, Newtown 

 

Soulscapes:  A Geography of Grace 
 

Led by the Rev. Suzanne Guthrie 
 

The Christian Year is a journey of transformation, a 'hero's journey' we 
experience in the depths of our soul, year after year. Suzanne guides us 
through the journey, using art slides, music, text, and graphics, to help us 
realize we already "know the way" toward union with the Divine. 

Suzanne is the author of Grace's Window: Entering the Seasons of Prayer 
and Praying the Hours. She curates Soulwork Toward Sunday: a weekly “self-
guided retreat” based upon the coming Sunday's Gospel reading on her 
website www.EdgeOfEnclosure.org. 

Suzanne has served the church as a chaplain at Cornell University, Vassar College, as a 
children's priest, Christian Education consultant, and as a parish priest, but writing and retreat 
work continues to be her primary ministry. She and her husband Bill live in Woodstock, New 
York where she is currently writing a book on the mystical/ liturgical year. 

Please register in advance with the Rev. David Pople at popledarev@yahoo.com.  A small 
donation of $10 per person is requested to help defray costs. 

†  What is Lent? 
by Sarah Johnson 

 

T his Sunday is the Seventh Sunday After the Epiphany, which brings the season of 
Epiphany very near to its end.  In 10 days, the church will begin observing Lent.  

Ash Wednesday falls on March 5 this 
year, and marks the beginning of the 
season of Lent, the 40-day period before 
Easter. 

The period of 40 days, which, 
traditionally, does not include Sundays, 
commemorates the “40 days and 40 

nights” (Matthew 4:2) that 
Jesus fasted in the desert and 
then resisted temptations 
from Satan. 
 The word “Lent” comes 
from an Old English word 
for “spring,” and is derived 
from the German word “lang,” meaning “long,” because during this season 
before Easter, the hours of daylight become longer. 
 The Book of Common Prayer explains Lent in this way: 
 “The first Christians observed with great devotion the days of our Lord’s 
passion and resurrection, and it became the custom of the Church to prepare for 
them by a season of penitence and fasting.  This season of Lent provided a time 
in which converts to the faith were prepared for Holy Baptism.  It was also a 
time when those who, because of notorious sins, had been separated from the 
body of the faithful were reconciled by penitence and forgiveness, and restored 
to the fellowship of the Church (Book of Common Prayer, pp. 264-265). 
 The Episcopal Church invites us to observe Lent “by self-examination and 
repentance; by prayer, fasting, and self-denial; and by reading and meditating 

on God’s holy Word” (Book of 
Common Prayer, p. 265). 

Memorial at Ponte Vedra Beach, Fla., 2008 
(Photo by Craig O’Neal)  

“The Temptation of Christ,” illustration circa 

1411 by the Limbourg Brothers  

http://www.EdgeOfEnclosure.org
mailto:popledarev@yahoo.com?subject=Danbury%20Deanery%20Quiet%20Day


 15 

 

Click for more info. 

A s part of our outreach, St. Paul’s 

donates gift cards and non-

perishable items to six area food pantries.  

The non-perishable 

items are provided 

by our generous 

congregation and are 

truly appreciated.  

Donations for the 

food pantry can be left in the basket at the 

back of the church.  Delivery is made to one 

food pantry each month.  Thank you. 

†  Ladies Study Timothy 

T he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study is studying Timothy each week at 9:15 am.  
Paul wrote to Timothy in Ephesus, encouraging him in his faith,and affirming 

his leadership and abilities. Timothy’s work was overwhelming, so Paul gave him a set 
of guidelines for choosing leadership within the congregation to help Timothy in his 
ministry.  This Bible study of Timothy looks at these guidelines that provide today’s 
church with the most thorough instruction for choosing strong and godly leaders. 

Come study with us and become more enlightened, Tuesdays from 9:15-11:00 am.  
To register please call or email Debbi Pomeroy at (203) 312-6992 or debbi415@aol.com. 

Let's help our students see what is possible.  
We can always use reading buddies, tutors 

in volunteers. 
Contact volunteer@jerichopartnership.org 

 

http://www.pilgrimtours.com/groups/stpaulisrael.htm
http://www.pilgrimtours.com/groups/stpaulisrael.htm
mailto:debbi415@aol.com
mailto:volunteer@jerichopartnership.org


16  

  

 

A Christian Alternative to Yoga 

TRANSFORM YOUR WORKOTRANSFORM YOUR WORKOTRANSFORM YOUR WORKOUTS INTOUTS INTOUTS INTO   

WORSHIP WITH PRAISEMWORSHIP WITH PRAISEMWORSHIP WITH PRAISEMOVES OVES OVES ------      

THE CHRISTIAN ALTERNTHE CHRISTIAN ALTERNTHE CHRISTIAN ALTERNATIVE TO YOGA ATIVE TO YOGA ATIVE TO YOGA    

Session 2 – Feb 22 – March 8 

Classes held at St. Paul’s Brookfield 

Saturday’s , 10:00 a.m. in the Parish Hall with 

With Mary Perry, Certified PraiseMoves Instructor 

Email Mary to sign up at maryperry2@me.com 

Deep Stretching, Gentle Movement, and Strong Scripture 
combine for flexibility and strength. 

Join Us As We 

Celebrate God’s 

Unfailing Love! 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8iV8iSAL0aE
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
…..Dot Blake, Cy Dennerlein, and other parishioners convalescing in extended care 
facilities. 
…..St. Timothy’s, Fairfield; Trinity/St. Michael’s, Fairfield; St. James’, 
Farmington. 
…..Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East. 
…..Brenda Darling, recovering from a fall. 
…..Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
…..Barbara Kast, continued healing of her back. 
…..the people of French Guiana; the people of Malaysia; and our sister and 
brother members of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church. 
…..A job for Mary Ellen. 
…..Parish mission partnerships; diocesan-wide mission partnership 
networks; the Companions in Mission Committee. 
…..South Sudan, peace and resolution to the growing humanitarian crisis currently 
enveloping their country. 
.….Ginny Beck for general strength and good health. 
…..Burma (Myanmar), for the house church network among Karen and Bama ethnic 
groups. 
…..Victory Christian Center, Danbury and their Food Pantry, which is the recipient of our 
food basket collections for the month of February. 
…..Bill Mayers’ daughter Kathleen, for recovery from a heart condition. 
…..North Korea, for among those facing these desperate conditions and abusive treatment 
are some of our Christian brothers and sisters, who are singled out as enemies of the regime 
because they refuse to acknowledge the deity of the Kim family. 
…..Sue, healing of her kidneys. 
…..Michael for protection with the UN peacekeeping service. 
…..Fr. George Hall, healing from cancer. 
 

"Prayer is not asking.  Prayer is putting oneself in the hands of God… 
and listening to His voice in the depth of our hearts." - Mother Teresa  

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

Links We Like                                                                      Things That Make You Think 
 

Got 

questions? 

 

Bring them 

to Alpha. 

http://www.sttimschurch.org/
http://www.trinitystmichaels.com/
http://stjamesfarmington.ctdiocese.org/default.asp
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/French_Guiana
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Malaysia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ukrainian%20Greek%20Catholic%20Church
https://www.ctepiscopal.org/Content/Local_Outreach_Mission_Resources.asp
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Burma
http://www.gmvcc.com/
http://www.gmvcc.com/Outreach.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C_3TdQolVRA
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K5CFy5ibJgM#t=198
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K5CFy5ibJgM#t=198
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Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

 
 

† It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks Sword Points: 
 

Chris 
Barrett, 
Karoline 
Barrett, 
Sandy Chadwick, 
Debbie Delaventura, 
Lynne Donnelly, Bill 
Loring, Diane 
Loring, Heather 
Melody, Beth Miller, 
Patrick O’Connors, Lori 
O’Hara, Linda Pendergast, 
Ken Perry, Mary Perry, 
Kirsten Peterson, 
Debbi Pomeroy, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, David Szen, 
Pam Szen & Don 
Winkley. 

 

The Gopsel According to St. Pal’s 

 

Looks like another Fr. Bill snowman. 

"If I’m not spiritually 

in tune, then the rest of me 

is not going to be in tune 

either.  I always try to 

wake up and spend some 

quiet time, try and center 

myself and really feel con-

nected to God and what 

He’s trying to say or speak 

into my life.” 

--David Wise 

 

Congrats to David 

Wise, who on Tuesday 

won the gold medal in the 

Olympic debut of freeski 

halfpipe!  

 I forget, what do I call him, 
     SiR or Sire? 
No matter, another month, 
     he’ll be muck and mire. 

https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000428757685
http://www.faithstreet.com/church/st-pauls-anglican-brookfield-center-ct

