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Sword PointsSword PointsSword Points   
April 24, 2014 

Transforming Transforming 

Lives Through Lives Through 

JesusJesus  

†  Stepping Out In Faith 
 

A lmighty and everliving God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth, hear our 

prayers for this parish family.  Strengthen the faithful, arouse the careless, 

and restore the penitent.  Grant us all things necessary for our common life, and bring 

us all to be of one heart and mind within your holy Church; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen.  (Book of Common Prayer p. 817) 

Dear Parish Family, 

A s has been said, "A family that prays together stays together."  Often this is advised 

in the face of potential division and weakness.  However, we are unified and strong 

as a spiritual family, and so let's use this adage as a way of further building upon our 

exciting future.  We have taken significant risks 

together recently, the successful capital campaign being 

a recent example, and we have a few more to name. 

This Easter we experimented with adding a third 

morning service.  Another high risk, high return move 

was rewarded as we welcomed over four hundred 

people through our doors beginning with the Vigil. 

Construction inside begins on May 5th.  We will 

also be expanding our parking lot to accommodate our 

new visitors.  And our name tags are allowing us to be more welcoming than ever knowing 

one another's names in the midst of a growing 

community.  Concrete steps such as these are 

making a bright future come to pass, and thanks be 

to God for each and every one of you for your 

faithfulness. 

 All this is to say that we are stepping out in 

faith and must pray joyfully, unceasingly and 

fervently that our unity, blessing and peace would 

continue to flourish.  This is the time to step up our 

intercessory vigilance with power and devotion to Christ and one another.  As things are 

good, we want to see them get even better. 

Can things really get even more exciting around St. Paul's?  Just wait and see! 

Prayerfully yours in Christ, 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†  The Women of the Bible - A Life Changing Event! 

 

L ydia is a Devil Wear's Prada classic fashionista wearing purple hipster 
glasses and attitude, the women at the well is a salty Lon-gue- islander, 

and Bathsheba is a naive but desperate housewife.  These are the kind of 
characters that you will encounter with Anita Gutschick at this year's women's 
retreat with many traditional Biblical characters as well, all portrayed in a God 
glorifying manner.  Of course, there will be a whole new cast of characters this 
year: Noah's wife, Rahab, Queen Jezebel and many others.  Anita will perform 
almost 12 different women next weekend all with elaborate costuming, make up, 
wigs, dialects, attitudes, and personalities; it's hard to believe one woman can pull 
off so many characteristics.  Anita is one talented lady and her personal testimony 
is just as colorful and inspiring as those she portrays.  The retreat's unique format 
captivates audiences because it is a series of mini performances that will evoke 
laughter as well as tears and ultimately touch and transform your faith in Jesus's 
Love, the Father's Sovereignty, and The Spirit's power.  The retreat and public 
performance are great events to bring friends, seekers, and mature believers.  This 
year's format is flexible enough that attendees are welcome to come to all or a 
portion of the weekend.  Registration is happening now!  

†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Apr 24 - 7:00 pm - Healing Team Meeting, Guild Room 

   7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, Apr 26 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

   10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Parish Hall 

Sun, Apr 27 - Second Sunday of Easter 

   8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

   9:15 am - Young Adult Bible Study 

   9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

   9:45 am - 1st Communion Class, Level 4 Class Room 

   10:30 am - Sunday School 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

   4:30 pm - Youth Group 

Mon, Apr 28 - St. Mark, the Evangelist 

Tue, Apr 29 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

Wed, Apr 30 - 10:00 am - Holy Eucharist Rite II & Healing 

Thu, May  1 - St. Philip & St. James, Apostles 

   12:00 pm - Christian Men’s Luncheon, Stony Hill 

   7:30 pm - Mission Committee, Guild Room 

   7:30 pm - Property Committee, Class Room 

   7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Fri, May  2 - 7:30 pm - Women’s Spring Retreat 

Sat, May  3 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

   9:30 am - Women’s Spring Retreat 

   7:00 pm - “Truth of the Matter,” Retreat Open Performance 

Sun, May  4 - Third Sunday of Easter 

   8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

   9:15 am - Young Adult Bible Study 

   9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

   9:45 am - 1st Communion Class, Level 4 Class Room 

   10:30 am - Sunday School 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

   4:30 pm - Youth Group 
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Spring Women's Retreat with Anita GutschickSpring Women's Retreat with Anita GutschickSpring Women's Retreat with Anita Gutschick   

 

All new Characters! 

 

"Delight in The Lord and he will give you the desires of your heart." 
Psalm 37:4 

 

Dates:  May 2-3, 2014, prompt RSVP is appreciated 
 

Times: Friday 7 pm through Saturday 3:30 pm 

 Saturday public performance, "Truth of the Matter", 7 pm -8:15 pm 
 

Location: St. Paul's Church, 174 Whisconier Rd. Brookfield, CT 

 www.saintpaulsbrookfield.comwww.saintpaulsbrookfield.comwww.saintpaulsbrookfield.com 
 

Fees: 

$80 Full Retreat - includes all performances from Friday through Saturday night 

$60 Saturday only - includes all performances held on Saturday, starting at 9:30 am 

$20, $50 max per family - Saturday night public performance only - 7 pm 
 

Details:  Kick off the retreat with dessert, worship, "Water Jars" performance, and devotion. 

Continue Saturday with a light breakfast, "Principles and Passion", lunch, "Rahab", 

devotions, Biblical teachings, and Anita's testimony.  After a break with optional activities, 

return for, "Truth of the Matter", a performance open to all. 
 

NOTE:  Overnight accommodations and dinner are not provided.  

Scholarships are offered. 
 

Contact:  Tara Shepley 203-267-3231 or St. Paul's Church 203-

775-9587 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/
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SSS   CCC   HHH   OOO   OOO   LLL   

A huge THANK YOU to everyone that contributed to making this years Easter Egg Hunt a success! The 
children brought friends to share in the festivities and everyone had fun searching for eggs, listening to our Youth 
Minister’s message and enjoying fellowship together with some yummy snacks! Thanks to all! 

Reminder: This Sunday begins our First Holy Communion classes for those children who have signed up.  
Please bring your child to the Level 4 classroom promptly at 9:45 where they will meet with Father Joe until 10:15. 

Children’s Easter CelebrationChildren’s Easter Celebration  
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A nglican theologian Ruth Etchalls  

imagines the emotion of Jesus 

toward one particular enemy in the time 

between the Crucifixion and the 

Resurrection.  It is called The Judas 

Tree. 

In Hell there grew a Judas Tree 

Where Judas hanged and died 

Because he could not bear to see 

His master crucified 

Our Lord descended into Hell 

And found his Judas there 

For ever hanging on the tree 

Grown from his own despair 

So Jesus cut his Judas down 

And took him in his arms 

"It was for this I came" he said 

"And not to do you harm 

My Father gave me twelve good men 

And all of them I kept 

Though one betrayed and one denied 

Some fled and others slept 

In three days' time I must return 

To make the others glad 

But first I had to come to Hell 

And share the death you had 

My tree will grow in place of yours 

Its roots lie here as well 

There is no final victory 

Without this soul from Hell" 

So when we all condemned him 

As of every traitor worst 

Remember that of all his men 

Our Lord forgave him first. 

The Judas Tree 

 How often are we like Thomas the doubter?  What does 
it take for us to say, “My Lord and my God”?  Part of the 
steward’s life is consciously taking time to read the stories in 
scripture, being actively part of a faith community, and 
through prayer, creating a one on one relationship with our 
Savior.  Hopefully, then, we will be thankful to call ourselves 
part of the faithful who “have not seen yet believe.” 

†  Easter Evidence 
The skepticism and suspicion of the past four decades is 

giving way to an acceptance that Christ's resurrection is the 
only explanation that makes sense. 

 

Note:  This article is specifically recommended by Fr. Joe as a 
follow-up to the Easter Sermon.  Click here to see the complete 
article. 
 

If the so-called “Jesus Family Tomb” proves anything, it’s that efforts to discount the 
resurrection continue.  It’s a mystery that remains a stumbling block for many…. 

 

http://www.ncregister.com/site/article/2184
http://www.ncregister.com/site/article/easter_evidence?fb_action_ids=780407881983496&fb_action_types=og.likes
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https://twitter.com/StPaulsOWN
https://www.facebook.com/StPaulsOWN
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April 23, 2014  
 
Dear Sister and Brothers in Christ, 
 

W e write to share with you the news that the Rt. Rev. James E. Curry, Bishop 
Suffragan, plans to retire October 1, 2014.  Bishop Curry will be close to 

completing 14 years as bishop suffragan, the longest serving bishop suffragan in the history 
of the Episcopal Church in Connecticut.  Bishop Curry is choosing to retire at this time in 
order to both spend more time with his family and also to pursue his commitments in 
challenging violence, especially violence in the cities of Connecticut.  Details on Bishop 
Curry's decision to retire, in his own words, are in this video: 

Bishop Curry has been a 
passionate advocate for justice and 
peace in his ministry as bishop.  He 
has provided key leadership in the 
ministry areas of advocacy and 
justice, Spanish-speaking 
communities, world mission, youth 
and young adults, and Camp 
Washington.  Bishop Curry's pastoral 
and prophetic gifts will be greatly 
missed.  The Rt. Rev. Laura J. 
Ahrens, Bishop Suffragan, and the Rt. 
Rev. Ian T. Douglas, Bishop 
Diocesan, will continue to offer care 
and oversight to these important 
ministries. 

According to the canons of The Episcopal Church, bishops need permission from the 
majority of the bishops in The Episcopal Church to "resign" their office.  This permission 
will be sought in the next few months.  There is no expectation that we will call for the 
election of an additional second bishop suffragan going forward for the Episcopal Church in 
Connecticut.  Plans to celebrate Bishop Curry's ministry are in the works with a banquet in 
his honor planned at Diocesan Convention in Waterbury on Friday, 
October 24, 2014. 

Let us give thanks and praise 
to the triune God, Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit, for the gift of Bishop 
Curry and for his unfailing  
faithfulness to God's mission of 
restoration and reconciliation. 
 
Ian 
Laura 
Jim 
 
------- 
 
The Rt. Rev. Ian T. Douglas 
The Rt. Rev. Laura J. Ahrens 
The Rt. Rev. James E. Curry  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001FlTVQFaL1tZsu9YgePcmgmCJEfgs6KZSH4X0XWSE-1e6F4uUi8ZeH5T8pctM5l31UTdH4LXZYYTh-hIZxBVILp9YLMgxUd2RU2zG_3qjqs7baBGnczXAE6Qa44AzNv94
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†  Happy Birthday to You! 
Push the Start Button for your special Happy Birthday video. 

 

R ayne Cofone, Ian Loring & Pam Szen celebrate 

today.  On Saturday Mike Chengeri 

will be another year older and wiser.  

Anastasia Connors will be opening 

presents on Monday.  Chuck Allens blows 

out the candles on Tuesday.  And Giesele 

Castronova  will be opening your cards on 

Wednesday.  Have a blessed day everyone! 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, ‘Peace be with 

you.’”  John 20:19 
 

A re you good at making people feel welcome?  When you meet 

someone new, a new neighbor, a new work colleague, a new 

parishioner, do you make them feel at home?  Many of us can probably do a 

much better job at this.  When we make people feel welcome, we make 

them feel like they are included instead of being excluded.  A simple “hello” 

and a smile goes a long way. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KJ-S85PogS0
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Rising Light 
A weekly column 
By Sarah Shepley 

 

W hen people in my life test my patience or do 
things that upset me, I find myself holding a 

grudge.  Sometimes I think that I have forgiven the 
perpetrator, but a couple days, weeks, or even months 
after the incident, if the situation still bothers me, this 
is my sign that I have not truly forgiven them.  When 
this happens, I pray to God and ask him to help me to 
forgive the person and to remove all resentment from 
my heart.  Immediately, when I turn to God with my 
grudge, it is like a weight is lifted off my heart, and I 
am free of un-forgiveness.  Therefore I can truly 
claim, as my grandfather used to advise, “When the 
situation’s over, it’s over.” 

 

Matthew 18:21-22 
 

Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how 
many times shall I forgive my brother or sister who sins against me?  Up to 
seven times?”  Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-
seven times. 

Danbury Concert Chorus Concert 

S everal members of St. Paul's will be singing with the 
Danbury Concert Chorus in a wonderful Christian 

concert.  The concert includes Beethoven's "Hallelujah, from 
Christ on the Mt. of Olives" and "Mass in C Major".  The 
concert is free, and 
we would love to 
see our fellow 
parishioners in the 
audience.  It will 
be held Saturday, 
May 10th at 8:00 
p.m. at the First 
Congregational 
Church on 
Deerhill Avenue in 
Danbury. 

T he Rector's Forum continues its course on Matthew, 

running through May 4th.  Watch for further 

announcements concerning the schedule and location of the 

Forum as we begin our construction project and the coffee 

hour moves into the Guild Room. 

The 
Rector’s 
Forum 
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†  Scholarly Speaking 

 

On the First Day of the Week 
 

W hile each of the four Gospels provides different 
details about our Lord’s Resurrection, they all begin 

their narratives by dating this event on the first day of the 
week.  We usually simply assume that this refers to the day we 
call Sunday and, given the context, that is almost certainly true, 
but various historic cultures have used ‘weeks’ ranging from 
three to thirteen days.*  Seven days, however, was the norm in 
Israel and in the Near East generally, it is found in Greek 
literature for several centuries before Christ, and had come into 
general use through most of the Roman Empire by the first 
century.†  The designation of Sunday as the first day is clear 
from the Biblical provision for the seventh day Sabbath, and 
was also common in the Græco-Roman world, probably 
because of its association with the Sun - the most prominent heavenly body.‡ 

While early (Jewish) Christians continued to observe the Saturday Sabbath,§ it soon 
appears that the First Day became the occasion for 
Christians to gather for worship.  Paul’s practice, 
for example, was to attend Jewish worship, either 
in the synagogue or in smaller gatherings, but on 
the two occasions when there is a specific 
reference to Christian gatherings these are placed 
on the first day.  In Revelation, John speaks of 
receiving his visions while “in the Spirit” on “the 
Lord’s Day” (hemera kyriake - literally ‘Lordly 
Day’).  This phrase occurs nowhere else in 
Scripture, but became common in early Christian 
writings to designate Sunday - indeed, Christian 
usage tended to rename Sunday as the Lord’s Day 

and this is reflected in most Latin based languages today. 
What then is the relationship between this Lord’s Day / First Day and 

the Sabbath.  Christians have certainly differed on this.  Some, like the 
Seventh Day Adventists, have essentially reverted to the old Sabbath and 
dismissed the First Day.  Others, especially in the Puritan tradition, have 
sought to transfer the old Sabbath rules to their observance of the Lord’s 
Day - this is the origin of the New England ‘blue laws’.  The majority of 
Christian writers, ancient and modern, have held that the Sabbath, like 
circumcision and dietary laws, is instructive to us but not binding, and this 
seems to rather clearly be Paul’s own position. 

- Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence  
______________________________________________________ 
* Wikipedia, s.v. week. 
† Ibid.   
‡ Wikipedia, s.v. Names of the days of the week.  In Jewish usage 
only the Sabbath was named, the other days were simply designated 
by number, thus the use of this phrase clearly links to the Jewish 
nomenclature. 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

†  First Holy Communion 
 

A  sign up sheet is located on the table in the back of the church for 
any parent interested in having their child make their First Holy 

Communion.  First Holy Communion will be held on Sunday, June 1st 
during the 10:30 am service.  Fr. Joe will hold four classes on the 
following dates: Sunday, April 27, May 4, May 11 and May 18th from 
9:45 until 10:15 in the level 4 classroom. 

http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=265291214
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=265293935
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=265296351
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=265296797
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=265298234
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Week
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Names_of_the_days_of_the_week
mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
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 †  Chicken and Peppers 

Directions: 
Heat 2 T. olive oil in a large skillet over medium-high 
heat.  Place the chicken in the skillet, season with salt 

and pepper, and 
brown on both sides. 
(If it doesn’t brown, 
be sure you don’t 
overcook the 
chicken).  Remove 
from heat and set 
aside. 
Heat remaining oil in the skillet over medium heat and 
stir in the red bell pepper, yellow bell pepper, orange bell 
pepper and onion.  Cook about 5 minutes, until tender.  
Mix in the garlic and cook and stir about 1 minute.  Mix 
in the basil and 2 T. balsamic vinegar. 
Return the chicken to the skillet.  Reduce heat to low, 
cover and simmer 20 minutes or until chicken is no 

longer pink and juices run clear. (May need less cooking time if using thin filets).  Stir in 
remaining balsamic vinegar just before serving. 
Serve over rice.  Makes 8 servings. 
 

Click here to submit your favorite recipe. 

Ingredients: 
¼ c. olive oil, divided 
4 skinless, boneless chicken breast 

(I used 2 lbs. of thin chicken 
filets), cut into strips 

Salt and Pepper to taste 
1 red bell pepper, thinly sliced 
1 yellow bell pepper, thinly sliced 
1 orange bell pepper, thinly sliced 
1 medium onion, thinly sliced 
4 large cloves garlic, finely 

chopped 
1 T. dried basil 
¼ c. balsamic vinegar, divided 

The Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study will 

continue it's study of Timothy, starting 2 Timothy on 

F rom a Roman prison shortly before his execution, the Apostle Paul writes to 

encourage a beloved disciple.  Timothy, now guiding the church Paul founded 

at Ephesus, faces persecution from pagans, strife among believers, and counterfeit 

teachers.  As his own labor ends, Paul urges Timothy to "fan into flame the gift of God 

that is in you."  Paul's last words of counsel continue to instruct and inspire all who 

seek to serve God. 

Come study with us and become more enlightened, Tuesdays from 9:15 - 11:00 am.  

T his Sunday, April 27th from 10 am  - 3 pm our resident 

author, Karoline Barrett will be appearing with other 

Connecticut authors at the Mark Twain House & Museum in 

Hartford for a book signing event.  http://marktwainhouse.org/  

mailto:prszen@gmail.com?subject=My%20favorite%20recipe%20for%20Sword%20Points
http://marktwainhouse.org/
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†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

April 28th 
 

St. Mark, the Evangelist 
 

A  disciple of Jesus, named Mark, appears in several places in the New Testament.  If 
all references to Mark can be accepted as referring to the same person, we learn 

that he was the son of a woman who owned a house in Jerusalem, perhaps the same house 
in which Jesus ate the Last Supper with his disciples.  Mark may have been the young man 
who fled naked when Jesus was arrested in the Garden of Gethsemane.  In his letter to the 
Colossians, Paul refers to “Mark the cousin of Barnabas,” who was with him in his 

imprisonment.  Mark set out with Paul and Barnabas on their 
first missionary journey, but he turned back for reasons which 
failed to satisfy Paul (Acts 15:36–40).  When another journey 
was planned, Paul refused to have Mark with him.  Instead, 
Mark went with Barnabas to Cyprus.  The breach between 
Paul and Mark was later healed, and Mark became one of 
Paul’s companions in Rome, as well as a close friend of 
Peter’s. 
 An early tradition recorded by Papias, Bishop of Hieropolis 
in Asia Minor at the beginning of the second century, names 
Mark as the author of the Gospel bearing 
his name.  This tradition, which holds 
that Mark drew his information from 
the teaching of Peter, is generally 
accepted.  In his First Letter, Peter 

refers to “my son Mark,” which shows a close relationship 
between the two men (1Peter 5:13). 

The Church of Alexandria in Egypt claimed Mark as its first 
bishop and most illustrious martyr, and the great Church of St. 
Mark in Venice commemorates the disciple who progressed from 
turning back while on a missionary journey with Paul and Barnabas to 
proclaiming in his Gospel Jesus of Nazareth as Son of God, and bearing witness to that faith 
in his later life as friend and companion to the apostles Peter and Paul. 

Jericho Partnership News 

Jericho Partnership’s Spring Street Ministry continues to grow 
 

The Spring Street Ministry Center is evolving into a full-scale Neighborhood 
Center offering diverse services and ministry to the neighborhood. 

The Center’s services and support include a material resource center offering 
clothing and small household items, a food 
pantry, neighborhood dinner programs, a 
neighborhood garden, senior services, a 

Neighbor-to-
Neighbor 
program, 
summer 
camp, and 
intensive 
services to 
those who 
frequent the 
street for less-
than-desirable 
reasons. 

Praying together matters. 
The annual regional prayer breakfast 

On Wednesday, April 30th at 7 am at the 
Amber Room brings together elected 
officials, business leaders, educators, 
first responders and other community 
leaders for an Jericho Partnership in 
Danbury -- a collaboration of 23 church-
es and ten ministries to the city's youth, 
homeless and other at-risk populations. 

Our keynote speaker this year is Steve 
Angel, CEO of Praxair Inc. in Danbury. 

To reserve a seat at the free event, go 
to www.jerichopartnership.org/
webrsvp.html. 

http://www.jerichopartnership.org/webrsvp.html
http://www.jerichopartnership.org/webrsvp.html
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The Incredulity of Thomas 
1308-1311  

Duccie, di Buoninsegna, d. 1319 
 

T he Maestà, or Maestà of Duccio is an 
altarpiece composed of many 

individual paintings commissioned by the 
city of Siena in 1308 from the artist Duccio 
di Buoninsegna, from which several 
panels are now dispersed or lost. The 
front panels make up a large enthroned 
Madonna and Child with saints and 
angels, and a predella of the Childhood 
of Christ with prophets. 

The reverse has the rest of a 
combined cycle of the Life of the Virgin 
and Life of Christ in a total of forty-
three small scenes. Though it took a 
generation for its effect truly to be felt, 
Duccio's Maestà set Italian painting on a 
course leading away from the hieratic 
representations of Byzantine art towards 
more direct presentations of reality. 

†  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 

 

Opening Hymn The Day of Resurrection 
Gradual We Walk by Faith, and Not By Sight 
Offertory Come, Ye Faithful, Raise the Strain 
Closing Hymn Alleluia! The Strife is O’er 
 

The Day of Resurrection 
 

"T he Day of Resurrection" is one of the oldest hymns in our hymnal.  The 
words were written by St. John of Damascus of the Greek Orthodox 

Church.  John was born in Damascus in the 8th century, and was engaged in 
secular work for many years.  He became an Orthodox priest late in life, and 

spent the rest of his life at St. Sabas convent near 
Jerusalem.  He was a gifted poet - the greatest poet 
of the Greek Church. 
The story is told of John writing a hymn for the 
funeral of a fellow monk - a monk not yet dead but 
at death's doorstep.  After writing the hymn John 
started practicing it loudly.  The next thing he 
knew, the dying monk came shuffling into the 
room to protest the unseemly noise. 
This hymn, "The Day of Resurrection," was part of 
a much longer poem.  John Mason Neale translated 
it into English in the 19th century - a thousand 
years after it was first written. 
The first verse calls us to celebrate the resurrection - to 
proclaim it abroad.  The second verse calls us to live lives 
pure from evil - to live, as it were, resurrection lives.  The 
third verse calls all the heavens and earth to be joyful - to sing 
- to proclaim a joy that has no end. 

- Copyright 2007, Richard Niell Donovan 

Want to listen in to what we’ll 

be singing on Sunday at 10:30? 

Or do you want to listen to a 

song from last week once more? 

  You can listen on Spotify by clicking 

here: St. Paul's 10:30 Service 

This week’s set includes: Cast My 

Cares, 

Closer, 

Blessed Be 

Your Name, 

Your Great 

Name, 

You’re 

Beautiful 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IYQaSA1-gxc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vBMQb9_AyDY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-J4ikNMZCBA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jGVazujx9Lc
http://www.lectionary.org/BIOs/Donovan_BIO.htm
https://play.spotify.com/user/pmoconnors/playlist/6R3HtfNOKKLI88hp7Z9cjH
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Mail…..Send us photos and info about your travels, your home group, your pets, your 

sports teams to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

 

Name Tags - Many people have mentioned how helpful wearing nametags were to 
them in assimilating into the congregation.  Please continue to be courteous to 
fellow parishioners, to newcomers and guests by extending a warm welcome to them 
and by wearing your name tag.  And remember to wear them to coffee hour as well. 

A s part of our outreach, St. Paul’s 

donates gift cards and non-

perishable items to six area food pantries.  

The non-perishable 

items are provided 

by our generous 

congregation and are 

truly appreciated.  

Donations for the 

food pantry can be left in the basket at the 

back of the church.  Delivery is made to one 

food pantry each month.  Thank you. 

B ible Study Fellowship International (BSF) welcomes women of all faiths.  Come on 
April 28th to see our in-depth bible study.  In the next few weeks, we will be 

finishing the study of Matthew.  It is never too late to get started.  We are also beginning 
registration for our study of Moses, which will start on September 8. 

BSF is an interdenominational bible study.  We offer small group discussion, printed 
commentary notes, weekly lectures and fellowships.  Our purpose is to help members 
develop a personal relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The school program, grades 1-12, is staffed by well-trained leaders and corresponds in 
content to the adult program.  Children should be registered before attending class. 

BSF meets on Monday evenings from 7- 8:45 at Southbury Baptist Church, 114 
Roxbury Rd., Southbury, CT. 

For more information, call 203-730-1966 or visit our website www.bsfinternational.org. 
BSF in not affiliated with Southbury Baptist Church.  

T he Jericho Partnership, in conjunction with Spring Street Ministries, 
will be holding a prayer walk on Wednesday April 30.  Meet in the 

sanctuary of the St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, located within the Spring Street 
Neighborhood Center, at 44 Spring Street, Danbury at 2:00 pm. 

The traditional route is from the playground area at the Neighborhood 
Center, making stops at the Dorothy Day Soup Kitchen, the City Shelter 
located on New Street, the park area located in Kennedy 
Square and finishing up at Jericho’s headquarters on 13 
Rose Street. 

If you haven’t joined them on a previous walk, then 
please, prayerfully consider joining them on the 30th. 

Looking forward to walking with you all. 

Jericho Prayer Walk - Spring Street Ministries Wednesday April 30 

mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
https://www.bsfinternational.org/
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

Empowered by the Spirit 
 

Acts 2:14a,22-32  

I n this lesson Peter preaches the fundamental message of the resurrection.  The time is 
just after the Pentecost experience and the coming of the Holy Spirit.  The author of 

Acts presents a picture of Peter in Jerusalem telling the news about Jesus of Nazareth.  
Speaking to a Jewish audience, Peter seeks to show that a passage from the Psalms that 
promises protection from the powers of death could not have applied to King David, but 
instead was a prophecy about Jesus’ resurrection. 

 Psalm 16  
Contentment, refuge, and joy are found in the presence of the Lord, 

and God’s faithful servant will not be abandoned at death. 
 1 Peter 1:3-9  
This reading tells of the new birth Christians have received through 

baptism which brings them a living hope through Jesus’ resurrection 
and an imperishable inheritance.  The letter is addressed to former 
pagans living in the country we now know as Turkey.  They have been 
experiencing some form of persecution.  They are encouraged to 
regard their trials as a testing, and to think of their faith as more 
precious than gold, which passes purified and unharmed through fire. 

 John 20:19-31  
Our gospel presents two appearances of the risen Lord to his 

disciples.  The first takes place on the very evening of the day of his resurrection.  The 
disciples are gathered in fear, but Jesus brings them peace, gives them their mission, and 
bestows on them the Holy Spirit.  A week later, Thomas, who had been absent when Jesus 
first appeared and who doubted his resurrection, now knows Jesus by his wounds and 
worships him as his Lord and God.  Future disciples will not have Jesus’ physical presence, 
but they will be blessed in their belief. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   
   

E aster 2014.  What's the resurrection 

all about?  Try forgiveness and 

peace! To replay all our sermons, audio and 

videos follow this link for The Sunday 

Sermons.  Check out our Sermon Archives 

as well. 

"These are my words 

that I spoke to you while I 

was still with you-- that 

everything written about 

me in the law of Moses, 

the prophets, and the 

psalms must be fulfilled."  

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Easter/AEaster2_RCL.html#FIRST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Easter/AEaster2_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Easter/AEaster2_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Easter/AEaster2_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives.html
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 A Christian 

Alternative 

to Yoga 

TRANSFORM YOUR WORKOTRANSFORM YOUR WORKOTRANSFORM YOUR WORKOUTS INTOUTS INTOUTS INTO   

WORSHIP WITH PRAISEMWORSHIP WITH PRAISEMWORSHIP WITH PRAISEMOVES OVES OVES ------      

THE CHRISTIAN ALTERNTHE CHRISTIAN ALTERNTHE CHRISTIAN ALTERNATIVE TO YOGA ATIVE TO YOGA ATIVE TO YOGA    

Session 3 

Classes held at St. Paul’s Brookfield 

Saturday’s , 10:00 a.m. in the Parish Hall with 

Mary Perry, Certified PraiseMoves Instructor 

Email Mary to sign up at maryperry2@me.com 

Deep Stretching, Gentle Movement, and 
Strong Scripture 

Join Us As We 

Celebrate God’s 

Unfailing Love! 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8iV8iSAL0aE


 17 

 

†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
…..Dot Blake, Cy Dennerlein, and other parishioners convalescing in 
extended care facilities. 
…..St. Andrew’s, Milford; St. Peter’s, Milford; Trinity, Milton. 
…..Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East. 
…..Brenda Darling, recovering from a fall. 
…..Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
…..Barbara Kast, continued healing of her back. 
…..the people of Mali; the people of Serbia; and our sister and brother 
members of the Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession in Slovakia. 
…..A job for Mary Ellen. 
…..The 14 deaneries in the Diocese and their ministries; other 
regional groupings; grassroots networks, teams, and 
collaborations. 
.….Ginny Beck for general strength and good health. 
…..Pastor Jamie, recovering from a stroke. 
…..Loaves & Fishes Hospitality in New Milford, the 
recipient of our food basket collections for the month of 
April. 
…..Allison & Paul, preparing for their marriage on June 7th.
…..Sue, healing of her kidneys. 
…..Michael for protection with the UN peacekeeping service. 
…..Fr. George Hall, healing from cancer. 
…..Passengers on the ferry carrying more than 450 people 
that capsized in South Korea. 
 

Romans 12:12 - Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. 

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like      Things That Make You Think……Back Issues of Sword Points 
 

One morning while reading a newspaper, Jarbas saw a photograph of birds on an electric 
wire.  He cut out the photo and was inspired to make a song using the exact location of the 
birds as musical notes.  He was curious to hear what melody the birds created.  He sent the 
music to the photographer, Paulo Pinto, who told his editor, who told a reporter and the 
story ended up as an interview in the newspaper.  It ended up Winner of the YouTube Play 
Guggenheim Biennial Festival.   Click on the picture to listen to how incredible this sounds. 

Almighty everliving God, you are always more ready to hear than we to 

pray, and to give more than we desire or deserve; pour upon us the abun-

dance of your mercy, forgiving us those things of which our conscience is 

afraid, and giving us those things for which our prayer dares not ask.  Amen. 

http://www.standrewsmilford.com/
http://www.stpetersmilford.org/
http://trinitychurchmilton.org/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mali
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Serbia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Evangelical%20Church%20of%20the%20Augsburg%20Confession%20in%20Slovakia
http://www.foodpantries.org/li/loaves_fishes_hospitality_new_milford
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?v=267029866807388&set=vb.100005011299063&type=2&theater
https://www.youtube.com/watch?list=UUkOio8khB6MKH-JO9qpBEfw&v=ojHcsZ7eOhI
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Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

 
 

† It Takes An Editorial 
Board 

Contributors to this 
Weeks Sword Points: 

 
Chris Barrett, Sandy 
Chaleski, Dot Crocker, 
Debbie Delaventura, Lynne 
Donnelly, Carolyn Legg, 

Bill Loring, 
Diane Loring, 
Heather 
Melody, Beth 
Miller, 
Patrick 
O’Connors, 
Lori O’Hara, 
Linda 
Pendergast, 

Ken Perry, Mary 
Perry, Kirsten 

Peterson, Debbi 
Pomeroy, Joe 

Shepley, 
Sarah Shepley, 

Tara Shepley, 
David Szen & Pam 

Szen. 

 

 

God’s blessings to Teresa and Michael Stacchiotti 

on the birth of Liana Rose this Monday, 6 lbs, 18.5".  

Sword Points P
hotographer! 

Technology at the Resurrection 

https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000428757685
http://www.faithstreet.com/church/st-pauls-anglican-brookfield-center-ct

