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Sword PointsSword PointsSword Points   
December 4, 2014 

Transforming Transforming 

Lives Through Lives Through 

Jesus ChristJesus Christ  

†  “Seated at the Right Hand of God” 
 

When this priest had offered for all time one sacrifice for sins, he sat 

down at the right hand of God.  (Hebrews 10:12). 

 
 

Dear Friends, 

 
 

T he expression, "he sat down," is packed with symbolism from a priestly perspective.  

The Aaronic priests of Israel never sat 

down to rest in the sanctuary (Hebrews 10:11).  

Their sacrifices were never complete.  Yet Jesus 

"sat down at the right hand of God" (v.12).  It 

showed that his work had been completed: "By 

one sacrifice he has made perfect forever those 

who are being made holy" (v.14). 

In our Creed, we declare that, "he is seated at 

the right hand of the Father."  As both priest and 

sacrifice in one, he has authority to forgive sins 

as we look to him in repentance.  We now live 

in anticipation of his return in glory, and may 

this Advent season see us draw our eyes to our 

Great High Priest, as he makes us his holy 

people. 

In Christ, 

†  Christmas Schedule 
Sun, Dec 14 - 10:30 am - Christmas Pageant 

  5:00 pm - Festival of Lessons & Carols 

Sun, Dec 21 - 6:00 pm - Behold the Lamb 

Wed, Dec 24 - Christmas EveChristmas Eve 

  5:00 pm - Christmas Eve Family Service 

  9:00 pm - Traditional Christmas Eve Service 

Thu, Dec 25 - Christmas DayChristmas Day 

  10:30 pm - Christmas Day Eucharist 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†  What’s Your Spiritual Gift? 
 

Click on the following link to assess your God given 
gifts: 

 http://www.spiritualgiftstest.com/tests 
 

Each week we’ll define a different spiritual gift. 
 

Administration 
 

The gift of administration is the special ability that God gives 

to certain members of the Body of Christ to understand clearly 

the immediate and long-range goals of a particular unit of the 

Body of Christ and to devise and execute effective plans for the 

accomplishment of those goals. 

Luke 14:28-30 * Acts 6:1-7 * Acts 27:11 

1 Corinthians 12:28 * Titus 1:5 

†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Dec  4 - 7:30 pm - Mission Committee, Guild Room 

   7:30 pm - Property Committee, Classroom 

   7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Fri, Dec  5  6:00 pm - Youth Group Wreath Making 

Sat, Dec  6 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

   10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 

   11:00 am  - House of Prayer, Sanctuary 

Sun, Dec  7 - Second Sunday of AdventSecond Sunday of AdventSecond Sunday of Advent 

   8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

   9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

   10:30 am - Sunday School 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

   2:00 pm - Community Caroling & Concert, St. Joseph’s 

   2:30 pm - Youth Group Juniors 

   4:00 pm - Youth Group 

Mon, Dec  8 - 7:00 pm - Christmas Choir Practice, Sanctuary 

Tue, Dec  9 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

   7:00 pm - Boy Scouts Troop 5, Parish Hall 

Wed, Dec 10 - 10:00 am - Holy Eucharist Rite I & Healing 

   7:00 pm - Staff Meeting 

   7:30 pm - Vestry Meeting, Gild Room 

Thu, Dec 11 - 1:00 pm - Dorothy Day Ministry, Danbury 

   7:30 pm -  Finance Committee, Guild Room 

   7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, Dec 13 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

   10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 

   11:00 am  - House of Prayer, Sanctuary 

   12:00 pm - Greening of the Church, Sanctuary 

Sun, Dec 14 - Third Sunday of AdventThird Sunday of AdventThird Sunday of Advent   

   8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

   9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist / Christmas Pageant 
   12:00 pm - Advent Brunch, Crocker Hall 

   5:00 pm - Festival of Lessons & Carols 

 

 

http://www.spiritualgiftstest.com/tests
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=284366542
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=284366595
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=284366641
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=284366694
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=284366741
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Sunday School Save the Dates!Sunday School Save the Dates!Sunday School Save the Dates!   

T he Christmas pageant is right around the corner 

and preparation is already starting.  Please save 

the following dates on your December calendar so your 

children can be a part of this special event: 

Saturday, December 13th - 9:30-11:30 am:  Pageant 

Rehearsal 

**Attendance is required to play a main part in the 

pageant. 

Sunday, December 14th - 10:30 am Service:  

Christmas Pageant 

**Following the 10:30 service, please join us for a 

parish wide brunch in Crocker Hall. 
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https://twitter.com/StPaulsOWN
https://www.facebook.com/StPaulsOWN
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The Hearts to Hands Ministry and the Christian Caring Committee 
strive to meet the physical needs of Saint Paul's parishioners.  We 
meet these needs by coordinating assistance from other 
parishioners who want to help.  If you are currently 
struggling with a housing, transportation or financial 
challenge, please contact Nicole O'Connors (860) 788-2995 
or Gail Winkley (203) 775-3343 for assistance. 

Huge Thanks To Our Movers! 
We extend our deepest appreciation to our 

fearless team of movers that collected donated 
furniture from all over the greater Brookfield area and 
delivered it to Mary Ellen's brand new home in New Milford.  
Thank you so much to Patrick O'Connors and Ken Perry, Jim and Barbara Castranova, Kathy 
Whipple, Lynne and Steve Donnelly, Diane Hannah, David and Selma Lindsay.  Thank you 
also to the many parishioners that donated furniture and home goods as well.  We could not 
have set up this home without you all - the second home that God provided in November! 

Some Final Donations! 
Two lovely parishioners are thoroughly enjoying their brand new homes 

thanks to the grace of God and the overwhelming generosity of their 
family at St. Paul's.  There are a few final items that are still needed, 

please contact Nicole O'Connors at (860) 788-2995 if 
you can help with any of the 

following: 
-lamp (1) 

-vacuums (2) 
-set of silverware 
-set of cooking 
     pots/lids 
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Over the 

Thanksgiving 

weekend the 

Buchanan family 

came up to Brookfield 

to see their cousins 

and Uncle Joe and 

Aunt Tara.  While 

they we here they 

wanted to see where 

they were baptized. 

† The Christmas Pageant is Dec. 14th 
 

T he annual Christmas Pageant will be held during 
the 10:30 am service on Sunday, December 14 

followed by the Parish Advent Brunch.  All children are 
welcome and encouraged to participate in the Pageant!  
Our one and only rehearsal will be on Saturday, December 
13th from 9:30 - 11:30 and attendance is required to play 
a main part in the pageant.  We are asking for four or five 
parent / adult volunteers to assist children with costumes 
and to serve as crowd control at both the rehearsal and 
the Sunday morning pageant.  Please e-mail Nicole 

O’Connors at nmoconnors@mail.com if you are able to 
help. 
 We are asking each family attending the pageant brunch 

to help us provide the food.  If your last name starts with A-G, 
please bring your favorite fruits and/or vegetables; H-M, please bring muffins, bagels or 
danish of some kind; O-R, please bring juice; and S-Z, please bring your favorite dessert.  
We can't wait to celebrate this special time of year with you and your children. 

mailto:nmoconnors@mail.com
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Rising Light 
A weekly column 
by Sarah Shepley 

 

A sk and you shall receive.  When life lets us down, 
sometimes we doubt God’s omnipotence.  We wonder 

why He isn’t “granting” us our heart’s desires, if He supposedly 
knows our heart.  However, God does indeed know our heart, but 
He is not a wish granting factory.  We must come to Him on our 
own, and then He will answer us His way, in His time.  This is 
something I have had to discover for myself recently. I realized 
that once I prayed and asked God for a blessing in my life, He 
soon fulfilled my prayer in 
ways I could not have 

expected.  Because of my new realization, I am 
encouraged to continue asking God through prayer to 
touch my life with His presence.  Without a doubt, I 
know that God will come through for our prayers, 
because He appreciates our constant communication 
with Him and always wants to do the most loving thing 
for our lives. 

 

Matthew 7:7 
Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will 

find; knock and the door will be opened to you. 
 

James 4:2 
You want what you don't have, so you scheme and 

kill to get it.  You are jealous of what others have, but 
you can't get it, so you fight and wage war to take it 
away from them.  Yet you don't have what you want 
because you don't ask God for it. 

 A Christian 

Alternative 

to Yoga 

TRANSFORM YOUR WORKOTRANSFORM YOUR WORKOTRANSFORM YOUR WORKOUTS INTOUTS INTOUTS INTO   

WORSHIP WITH PRAISEMWORSHIP WITH PRAISEMWORSHIP WITH PRAISEMOVES OVES OVES ------      

THE CHRISTIAN ALTERNTHE CHRISTIAN ALTERNTHE CHRISTIAN ALTERNATIVE TO YOGA ATIVE TO YOGA ATIVE TO YOGA    

Deep Stretching, Gentle Movement, 
and Strong Scripture 

combine for flexibility and strength. 

Classes held in Crocker Hall 

Saturday’s , 10:00 a.m. with 

Mary Perry, Certified PraiseMoves 

Instructor 

Email Mary to sign up at 

maryperry2@me.com 

mailto:maryperry2@me.com
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W e do not draw people to Christ by loudly discrediting what they believe, by telling 

them how wrong they are and how right we are, but by showing them a light that is 

so lovely that they want with all their hearts to know the source of it.~ Madeleine L'Engle  

 
†  Transforming 

Stewardship 
 

“Prepare the way of the Lord…” 

 - Mark 1:3 

 

W e are all called to live a holy life.  We are all 

called to invite others to live holy lives.  Living a 

stewardship lifestyle, being grateful and generous with our 

gifts, does just that – it puts us on the path to holiness and it 

invites others to be holy, too. 
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Day 2 - Bustling Istanbul - The tour today will be an unusual combination of Greek Orthodox, 
Roman, Ottoman and modern day Islam including entrance into the famed Blue Mosque and 
St. Sophia Church.  After lunch we visit fascinating Topkapi Palace housing the many priceless 
treasures and colorful stories of Ottoman Sultans.  We return to our hotel for dinner and 
overnight. 

Save the dates.  Plans are being finalized for another spectacular Biblical pilgrimage & cruise on October 16-31, 2015.  Fr. Joe plans on joining us.  Istanbul, ancient Troy, Ephesus, Patmos, Santorini, Athens, Thessalonica, Philippi….. More info soon. 

The Footsteps of Paul & John 

Advent Quiet Morning 

A n Advent Quiet Morning, "Called and Sent: 
For the Healing of the World" will take place 

on December 13 from 9 am - 12:30pm at three 
different locations in the Episcopal Church in 
Connecticut.  The Rev. Greg Welin will lead at 
St. Paul's in Woodbury; Wendy Lyons will lead at 
Holy Trinity in Enfield; and the Rev. Rachel 
Thomas will lead at St. David's in Gales Ferry.  
More information and registration is available at 
freshspringsretreats.org. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ct98rG5TNqxpe0ZKMQFpLiCqYy32poO5Ms-dx8fBeofyYErlFAkBue5sNXbgQXp1o4-HFuEdSR__PRsjjFA_iGnSKZU3mbzKxIb7QcaScucSc_xLIklp3nG5C-Dk8LFGxd6HseaeSLTazF8I1QGsV3IpNC7doTcW1KcB3hb-UdVFoEOHu88bRcI6R3U-z0ED8-LLyeYMLvNC42B7u1BEGI2qyh7eO-3MfO2o
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†  Scholarly Speaking 

 

Saint Nicholas   
 

I  don’t usually use this column to write about individual 
saints, mainly because our editor usually provides short 

biographies of one or two of the saints as their feast days 
occur.  On this occasion we agreed that it would be appropriate 
to offer a little more extended treatment of one of the most 
popular of all the post-Biblical Christian saints. 

Nicholas was born in 270 to Christian parents in the port 
city of Patara in Lycia (the southwestern section of modern 
Turkey) - an area that was then Greek in language and culture.  
He was known to be devout and after his parents died in an 
epidemic he was raised by his uncle, the bishop of Patara, who 
ordained him as a priest.*  When the see of Myra (modern 
Derse, also in Lycia) fell vacant a few years later he was 
chosen Bishop.†  In 303 the emperor Diocletian began a 

persecution of Christians (especially in the 
Eastern part of the Empire) that called for the 
destruction of Church buildings, the 
confiscation of Church goods, and (in 304) the 
arrest of Christian clergy.  At this time Nicholas was imprisoned and 
tortured, and was able to return to Myra only after the persecution ended with 
the death of the next emperor, Galerius.‡  Although the evidence is 
incomplete, there is a strong tradition that Nicholas attended the Council of 
Nicæa and strongly defended the orthodox view of the Trinity.§  He died on 
December 6, 343 and was buried in his cathedral at Myra.  The cathedral 
(now primarily a museum) and his sarcophagus still exist, but his remains 
have been removed, primarily to Bari and Venice, Italy.* 
 There are many additional stories about Nicholas that attest to his 
generosity, to his miraculous powers, and to his eloquence.  Many of them 
come with several variations suggesting an underlying truth which has been 
much embroidered.  The nearby icon shows Nicholas in the center, vested as 
an Eastern bishop, and with Mary and Christ over his shoulders.  The border 
images show several events from his life, but it is difficult to identify most of 
them except the top row, showing his piety as a child, and then his ordination 
and consecration.  His death and burial also seem to be show in the right 
margin.*   

Other stories tell of a pilgrimage to the Holy Land and a storm at sea on the return 
voyage which stopped in response to his prayers.  It is for this reason that he is known as a 
patron of mariners.*  The small ship on the right of the window pictured above is a reminder 
of this. 

Another tells of his providing dowers for a poor man’s three daughters as each one came 
of age.  One version adds that the third time, to keep his anonymity, he dropped the gold 
down the chimney, where it fell into the girl’s stockings that were drying over the embers, 
but to no avail as the father was watching and caught him.  This, combined with his habit of 
leaving candies and fruits for the children of the town, has made him an exemplar of 
generosity and the patron of children.  Three golden balls (as at 
the bottom of the window) are commonly used as a symbol of the 
dowry, but later came to be identified as oranges (perhaps for the 
children’s gifts) leading to the mediæval Dutch idea that he lived 

in Spain (then the primary 
source of oranges.*  At some 
point he became the patron of 
pawnbrokers, who adopted the 
three balls as their logo. 

(Continued on page 11) 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

Window from St. Nicholas 

Byzantine Rite Church in 

Danbury, CT (before the 

2013 fire) 

mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
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Yet another legend tells of his feeding the people of Myra during a famine by 
persuading the captain of a grain ship to unload part of his cargo, even though he was bound 
to deliver the full load to the Emperor.  Miraculously, when they arrived at Constantinople 
the load was still at full weight.*  Loaves of bread often represent this episode, and again 
can be seen in the bottom of the window. 

One other miracle, which seems to be recorded only several centuries 
after his death, is the rescue of three boys who had been murdered by an evil 
butcher and put to soak in a barrel of brine.  Visiting the shop Nicholas heard 
them cry out, and revived them with his prayers.  While there may have been 
some historical rescue, the story as now told seems more in the realm of 
fantasy.*  This event is recited in Benjamin Britten’s cantata Saint Nicholas, 
and also accounts for our saint’s position as patron of coopers.   

After his death in 343 his remains came quite early to be the object of 
veneration.  After the Moslem invasions of the area Italian 
merchants began to plot a removal of the bones to a safer home in Italy.  In 
1087 (when the Christian emperor had regained control) a group from Bari 
stole all the larger bones and carried them home, enshrining them in a new 
cathedral bearing his name.  A few years later (1100), a group of Venetian 
merchants gathered up all the smaller bones and brought them to Venice.  
Interestingly, DNA studies were recently permitted, and the bones in Bari 
and Venice were all proved to be from the same individual.  While we do 
not have lifetime DNA (or any known descendants) for comparison, we do 
have a historical record of the tomb from the time of his death to go with 

the DNA, making these among the best attested early church relics anywhere.* 
Over the years thousands of churches around the world have 

been dedicated to St. Nicholas, Eastern and Oriental Orthodox, 
Roman Catholic, Anglican, Lutheran, Baptist, Presbyterian, and 
Reformed churches all bear his name, and many more have some 
form of memorial to him.  In addition many customs have grown 
up around his observance.  For a thousand years he has been 
associated with the giving of gifts, usually small gifts on his own 
day (December 6), but, especially in this country, with major gifts 
on Christmas Day.  A common European practice in the middle 
ages was the election of a boy bishop to serve on and around the 
feast.  The observance became increasingly rowdy and disappeared 
in the 16th century (Henry VIII abolished it in England for just this 
reason); but it has reappeared in a number of English Cathedrals 
and parishes and some American ones in recent years.◊   

Sinterklaas, the Dutch/Flemish version of his name became 
Santa Claus in 19th century America (although the original Dutch 
settlers seem to have paid little attention to him until Germans, settling in Pennsylvania, 
revived interest in our Saint).  The more secularized Santa, wearing red fur trimmed in 
white, goes back to Washington Irving and Clement Clark Moore.  The English Fr. 
Christmas was a mediæval symbol of Christmas, unrelated to St. Nicholas, but in the 
Victorian revival Christmas celebrations he was assimilated 
to the American Santa Claus and depicted in similar if not 
identical dress.♦  On the continent St. Nicholas was 
officially discouraged in most Protestant areas, but soon 
regained popularity and is nearly always shown vested as a 
bishop with mitre and crosier and red vestments.   

- Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence  
 
 

* Wikipedia s.v. Saint Nicholas. 
† The legend of this election can be found here 
‡ Early Church History. 
§ St Nicholas Center, Timeline. 
◊ St Nicholas Center,  boy bishops 
♦ St Nicholas Center, origin of Santa Claus. 

(Continued from page 10) Saint Nicholas  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Nicholas
http://www.stnicholascenter.org/pages/bishop-of-myra/
http://www.churchhistory101.com/century4-p3.php
http://www.stnicholascenter.org/pages/timeline/
http://www.stnicholascenter.org/pages/boy-youth-bishops/
http://www.stnicholascenter.org/pages/origin-of-santa/
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†  Do You Like to Sing? 

O ur annual Festival of Lessons and Carols will be held 

on Sunday, December 14 at 5 pm.  Mark your 

calendars and plan to attend this beautiful Advent service 

which consists of Scripture readings about the birth of 

Jesus interspersed with the singing of traditional carols led 

by our choir.  What a truly wonderful way to prepare your 

heart, mind, and voice for Christmas! 

 Or better yet, if you like to sing, you are welcome to join 

our special choir for this service.  Remaining rehearsals are on  

December 8th and 11th.  No previous participation in the music 

ministry required!  Please contact Kirsten Peterson for more details: 

KirPeterson@comcast.net. 

 

†  Salvation Army Kettles 

S t. Paul’s Parish has been an ardent participant with the Salvation Army for over 25 
years.  Through our town wide efforts, every church, for one weekend, hosts a 

“Kettle & Bell” to collect donations 
for the Army.  The Social Services 
Department in our Town, vets those 
who have “critical and urgent needs” 
that cannot be met through their 
regular funding.  All funds 
administered are clearly identified as 
coming from the Christian Salvation 
Army. 

St. Paul’s can be proud of our contributions and mission to meet the worldwide and 
local needs of the Salvation Army. 

mailto:KirPeterson@comcast.net
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†  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 

 
 

Opening Hymn Prepare the Way, O Zion 
Gradual Hymn On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry 
Offertory Hymn There’s a Voice in the Wilderness Crying 
Closing Hymn Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates 
 
 

Prepare the Way, O Zion 
 

T his Advent hymn, in regular use for almost two 
hundred years in the Church of Sweden, provides 

English-speaking congregations a text deep with biblical 
roots set to a tune of remarkable rhythmic vitality. 

This hymn by Frans Mikael Franzen, is one of the great 
Advent hymns of the Church of Swenden.  It was first 
published in a trial collection of hymns, which Franzen co-
edited and with which he made his breakthrough as a hymn 
writer.  The text is built on Isaiah 40:3-5 (“Prepare ye the 
way of the Lord”) and the narrative of Jesus’ entry into 
Jerusalem in Matthew 21.  The hymn was also influenced 
by a poem by Alexander Pope, Messiah, a sacred Eclogue. 

One of the greatest spiritual poets in Scandinavian 
history, the beloved Frans Michael Franzén, was a lyric poet 
of singular talent.  Born at Uleaborg, Finland, in 1772, he 
held a number of positions at the University of Åbo, and 
later removed to Sweden, where he became pastor of St. 
Clara church, in Stockholm, and eventually Bishop of 
Hernösand.  He died in 1847. 

The hymns of Franzén are rich in content and 
finished in form.  Because of their artless 
simplicity it has been said that “the cultured man 
will appreciate them and the unlettered man can 
understand them.”  Among the most popular are 
two evening hymns - “The day departs, yet Thou 
art near” and “When vesper bells are calling.”  
The latter is a hymn of solemn beauty.  Franzén 
was recently accorded a unique honor in 
America when his soul-gripping Advent hymn, 
“Prepare the way, O Zion,” was made the 

opening hymn in the Hymnal of the Augustana 
Synod.  This hymn-book contains more 
translations 171 of Swedish hymns than any 
other volume published in America. 
When we add to the hymns already mentioned 
such beautiful compositions as “Thy scepter, 
Jesus, shall extend,” “Look to Jesus Christ thy 
Saviour,” and “The little while I linger here,” 
it will readily be understood why Franén ranks 
so high among the foremost hymnists of the 
North. 

A s part of our outreach, St. Paul’s donates gift cards and 

non-perishable items to six area food pantries.  The 

non-perishable items are provided by our generous 

congregation and are truly appreciated.  Donations for the 

food pantry can be left in the basket at the back of the church.  

Delivery is made to one food pantry each month.  Thank you. 

Want to listen in to what we’ll 

be singing on Sunday at 10:30? 

Or do you want to listen to a 

song from last week once more? 

  You can listen on Spotify by clicking 

here: St. Paul's 10:30 Service 

This week’s worship music includes:  : 

For You Alone, 

Lord I Need 

You, Emmanuel 

(Hallowed 

Manger 

Ground), God 

With Us, & 

Everlasting God  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i2vtX5d2TN0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3EXZigNfaQY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NaNiwIYFHWc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uBP1_b127rs
https://play.spotify.com/user/pmoconnors/playlist/6R3HtfNOKKLI88hp7Z9cjH
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†  Socks & Toiletries for the Socks & Toiletries for the Socks & Toiletries for the 
HomelessHomelessHomeless   

 

H omeless people are on their feet all day, 
and the only pair of socks they own are 

very likely to be threadbare.  This year we 
are collecting socks and toiletries for the 
men’s homeless shelter throughout the 
winter months.  Place donations in the bins 
in the back of the church or Crocker Hall. 

“ ...he will feed his flock like a shepherd … carry 
the lambs … and gently lead the mother sheep.”  

If we believe that he indeed carries and leads us, is it not 
our joyful duty to follow His example by doing the same 
for others - both here in the parish and beyond our 
walls?  Being a faithful steward is part of what helps us 
follow his example. 
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†  Save the Date 
St. Paul's Women's 
Retreat with all 
new Women of the 
Bible with Anita 
Gutschick and 
Joanne Hagemeyer 
is coming June 5-6, 
2015  

†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

December 4th 

John of Damascus 
Priest, c. 760 

 

J ohn of Damascus was the son of a Christian tax collector for the Mohammedan 
Caliph of Damascus.  At an early age, he succeeded his father in this office.  In about 

715, he entered the monastery of St. Sabas near Jerusalem.  There he devoted himself to an 
ascetic life and to the study of the Fathers. 

In the same year that John was ordained 
priest, 726, the Byzantine Emperor Leo the 
Isaurian published his first edict against the Holy 
Images, which signaled the formal outbreak of the 
iconoclastic controversy.  The edict forbade the 
veneration of sacred images, or icons, and 
ordered their destruction.  In 729-730, John wrote 
three “Apologies (or Treatises) against the 
Iconoclasts and in Defense of the Holy Images.”  
He argued that such pictures were not idols, for 
they represented neither false gods nor even the 
true God in his divine nature; but only saints, or 
our Lord as man.  He further distinguished between the respect, or veneration (proskynesis), 
that is properly paid to created beings, and the worship (latreia), that is properly given only 
to God.  The iconoclast case rested, in part, upon the Monophysite heresy, which held that 
Christ had only one nature, and since that nature was divine, it would be improper to 
represent him by material substances such as wood and paint.  The Monophysite heresy was 
condemned by the Council of Chalcedon in 451. 

At issue also was the heresy of Manichaeism, which held that matter itself was 
essentially evil.  In both of these heresies, John maintained, the Lord’s incarnation was 
rejected.  The Seventh Ecumenical Council, in 787, decreed that crosses, icons, the book of 
the Gospels, and other sacred objects were to receive reverence or veneration, expressed by 
salutations, incense, and lights, because the honor paid to them passed on to that which they 
represented.  True worship (latreia), however, was due to God alone. 

John also wrote a great synthesis of theology, The Fount of Knowledge, of which the last 
part, “On the Orthodox Faith,” is best known. 

Attention Parents and Parishioners! 

C ome check out our new Sunday School Central bulletin board in the Sunday 
School hallway.  Last week we added index cards to our Wish List, labeled 

with items and gift cards that the Sunday School and Youth Group can use to better 
meet the needs of our students each Sunday.  If you would like to donate an item, 
simply remove the top index card with the item name (to remind yourself!) and 
record your name and phone number on the card below (to let us know!).  You can 
bring the item in at your earliest convenience and give it to Heather, Nicole or leave 
it labeled in the church office.  Thank you so much in advance for your support. 
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†  Christian Men’s Luncheon 

T he Rev. Dr. George Crocker will be the guest speaker today, December 4th at the 
Christian Men's Luncheon.  George is our Rector Emeritus, 

having served here for thirty-two years.  After a short time at Christ 
Church Quaker Farms, George retired for good in 2009. 

George was in the Air Force and stationed in Goose Bay, 
Labrador, when a Baptist Chaplain asked him to "work full time for 
Christ."  His response was, "Episcopalians don't talk like that, but 
that says it better than I ever heard it before."  After his conversion at 
the altar rail in St. Paul's with about six inmates from FCI, he now 
"talks like that." 

Being a Christian is to be on a never ending journey of faith.  
There is always some new insight, new understanding, new 
appreciation of just how much we are loved by Jesus.  The Bible is 
an amazing book.  George will explain just how so many things in it are now jumping off 
the page at him. 

Join us for lunch today at Armando's Restaurant in Bethel at noon for a great message 
from Fr. George and a wonderful time of fellowship.  

C ovenant Envelopes for 2015 are in the back of the church.  Please take yours and 
those of any friends who may be absent, as this helps us save on mailing costs.  

Please do not use the 2015 blue envelopes until the new year, 
and do not use the 2014 green envelopes after December 28, 
2014; otherwise it will be credited to your 2015 account.  If you 
do not wish to use the covenant envelopes, as long as your gift 
can be identified, an account is established in your name and 
you will receive quarterly statements.  If you have any ques-
tions, please contact Beth Miller, Financial Secretary, at 203 775
-9587 or bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com.  Thank you. 

mailto:bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com
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 †  May Barton’s English Lemon Curd 

†  Preaching of John the Baptist 
 

1508-1519 
 

“T he wilderness is our solitary 
place, our lonesome 

wasteland, our desolate, empty 
space, wherever our course of action 
is uncharted and our way is unclear.  
This crying out from the wilderness 
and darkness is not a quiet 
conversation.  It is a confrontation.  
It is also a prophetic pronouncement 
and declaration, the origin of which 
does not lie within you or me as 
individuals, but with God.  Our 
crying out is God speaking through 
us.  Our voices echo His Voice 
within us." (Yoder, 122) 
 
John the Baptist preaching 
repentance in the desert is part of 
the sequences of polychrome 
sculpture illustrating his life.  This 
is located in the Cathedral Basilica 
of Our Lady of Amiens.  It is 
situated on a slight ridge 
overlooking the River Somme in 
Amiens, France. 

Directions: 
Dissolve sugar and lemon juice in the top of a double 

boiler over medium heat.  
Stir in lemon rind and 
butter.  When butter is 
melted, add eggs.  
Simmer one hour stirring 
lightly with a fork.  
Cool.  Keep covered in a 
jar in the refrigerator.  

Will keep for several months. 
 

Click here to submit your favorite recipe. 

Ingredients: 
2 lbs. sugar 
6 lemons, grated rind and juice 
½ lb. butter 
5 well-beaten eggs 

† Happy Birthday to You! 

J anet Franklin, Mary Ellen Healey & 

Tara Shepley (& Dana, too) celebrate 

Monday!  Brandon Smalls will be blowing 

out candles on Tuesday.  Joe Bernardo will be 

another year older and wiser on Wednesday.  

Have a blessed day everyone! 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Repentance
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Polychrome
mailto:prszen@gmail.com?subject=My%20favorite%20recipe%20for%20Sword%20Points
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It would appear that 

Sir Arthur, our 

resident therapy-dog

-in-training, is 

progressing very 

nicely in his studies.  

He is shown here 

leading our 

Wednesday 

morning Bible 

study.   
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T he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study will be studying 1 & 2 Thessalonians, 
starting January 13th, at 9:15 am.  The new believers in Thessalonica, 

despite maintaining their faith in the face of persecution, misunderstood the Sec-
ond Coming of Christ.  In response, the Apostle Paul wrote to them, giving them 
instruction about the kinds of lives they should lead in anticipation of Christ's 
return.  For all Christians, Paul's teaching provides helpful guidance on what it 
means to live the Christian life in the midst of the uncertainty of the world. 

Come study with us and become more enlightened, Tuesdays from 9:15 -11 
am.  Please register by January 1st, by calling or emailing, Debbi Pomeroy at 
(203) 312-6992 or debbi415@aol.com.  Workbooks are $20. 

mailto:debbi415@aol.com
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Women’s Evening Ministry 
Children of the Day by Beth Moore 

 
 Remaining sessions are: 
Dec 16, and Jan 6 & 20, 2015 
Meeting time 7:00 - 8:45 pm in the Guild Room 
 
 An in-depth Bible study of 1 and 2 Thessalonians by 
Beth Moore 
 
 Is family life a challenge?  Is work driving you 
crazy?  Do you know God has a purpose for your life, 
but can't figure out what it is?  Know that your 
circumstances are not coincidental.  And God's timing is 
impeccable.  Join Beth Moore on the Thessalonian 
shores as she walks you through the truth of each verse 
of 1 and 2 Thessalonians.  In this study, you'll face 
crises, afflictions, relationships, doubts, concerns, and 
fears.  Find encouragement for living the Christian life 
now and hope for when Christ returns. 

 

T he Jericho Food Pantry in Danbury has given 

St. Paul’s the 2nd Saturday of every month to 

staff the food and clothing pantry. 

Our next volunteer date is December 14th from 10 - 

11:30 am. 

Please contact Laurie DoBosh if you are interested 

in volunteering for this date or future dates - 

ldobosh@tcco.com or 203-610-9731. 

We will also be collecting winter clothes and gently 

used children’s books and coloring books.  Please 

look for donation box in Crocker Hall or contact 

Laurie DoBosh. 

J ericho Volunteers Needed - During the holiday season it is easy to get 

wrapped up with the stress of life. Imagine, though, what could happen if families 

in our community “Get Wrapped Up” in generosity instead! Jericho Partnership invites you 

to join us this season to actively serve and compassionately love our neighbors in need.  

For more information please call (203) 791-1180 or Email: info@jerichopartnership.org  

†  Christmas Giving Tree 
 

A nnually, Saint Paul’s adopts families from Brookfield who 

are financially struggling.  The Sunday after Thanksgiving, 

there will be a tree in the back of the church with gift tags attached 

listing items requested by the families.  If you would like to bring 

some extra joy to the families, please take a tag or two from the tree. 

The unwrapped (a change from past years) gifts are due back 

to church by Sunday, December 14th, with the tag attached (most 

important).  Please keep the maximum limit of $30 per gift.  Thank 

you in advance for showering Christmas blessings on the families. 

mailto:ldobosh@tcco.com
mailto:info@jerichopartnership.org
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†  Dorothy Day Ministry 

 

E very second Thursday of the month, it’s St. Paul’s turn 
to cook and serve meals at the Dorothy Day 

Hospitality House in Danbury.  Please consider helping out 
in this vital ministry.  Contact Barbara DeAnzeris or Don 
Winkley for more info.  

†  Christmas Memorial Flowers 
 

T here are envelopes on the back table for anyone wishing to remember loved 

ones or friends this Christmas season by placing a beautiful poinsettia plant in 

the church in their memory.  All names will be listed in the Christmas Eve 

bulletin.  Memorial are due by Sunday, December 14th.  If you have any 

questions, please contact Gail Winkley, 203-775-3343 or gailwinkley@yahoo.com. 

Coffee Hour Ministry - Please consider signing up 

to host a coffee hour.  It's easy, rewarding, and a very 

important ministry at St. Paul's.  Hosting services should only 

be required two or three times a year.  You will be assigned to 

the service of your choice.  Please call Mary Allen at 203-775-

6633 or email at chamla@charter.net for details.  Thanks 

†  Greening of the Church 
 

P lease join us for the "Greening of the Church" on Saturday, December 

13, at noon.  Everyone is welcome to come enjoy Christmas cookies, egg 

nog and fellowship as we listen to Christmas music 

and share in this traditional time of 

decorating the church.  If you have 

any questions, please contact Gail 

Winkley at 203-775-3343 or 

gailwinkley@yahoo.com.  

Thank you. 

Prepare for 

Christmas by 

clicking on our 

bell tower & 

listening to 

some Advent 

carillon music. 

mailto:gailwinkley@yahoo.com?subject=Christmas%20Flowers
mailto:chamla@charter.net
mailto:gailwinkley@yahoo.com?subject=Church%20Greening
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/audio/StPB_Carillon_-_Advent.mp3
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/audio/StPB_Carillon_-_Advent.mp3
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/audio/StPB_Carillon_-_Advent.mp3
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/audio/StPB_Carillon_-_Advent.mp3
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/audio/StPB_Carillon_-_Advent.mp3
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/audio/StPB_Carillon_-_Advent.mp3
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/audio/StPB_Carillon_-_Advent.mp3
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/audio/StPB_Carillon_-_Advent.mp3
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

A Call for Renewal 
 

 Isaiah 40:1-11 

T he first reading is a message of comfort and new hope to God’s people.  The time of 
exile in Babylon is coming to end.  A new way is made through the desert, and the 

Lord comes, bringing peace and pardon to Jerusalem. 
 Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 
The psalm both celebrates and prays for the Lord’s gracious favor, for 

God’s forgiveness, deliverance, and justice. 
 2 Peter 3:8-15a 
This lesson is a reminder that the divine perspective on time can be 

very different from that of human beings.  Many wonder why the Lord 
seems so slow to fulfill the promises of salvation and judgment.  God, 
however, is patient and has divine purposes.  Still, the day of the Lord will 
come suddenly, bringing a new heaven and earth.  Christians must live 

both in patience and with a zeal for 
righteousness and peace in readiness for 
the judgment. 
 Mark 1:1-8 
 The Gospel of Mark begins with the 
ministry of John the Baptist.  He is the 
messenger spoken of in the scriptures, 
the voice that cries aloud in the 
wilderness.  He is sent to prepare the 
way of the Lord through his call for 
repentance and baptism in water for the 
forgiveness of sins.  The people flock to 
him, but he tells of a mightier one still 
to come who will baptize with the Holy 
Spirit. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   
   

W hat kind of clouds do you have in your life?  Fr. Joe 

explains the clouds in Jesus' life and in ours.  To 

replay all our sermons, audio and videos follow this link for The 

Sunday Sermons.  Check out our sermon archives as well. 

Mark 1:1-8 

Unlike us, John the 

Baptizer is a wild and woolly 

character.  But like us, he 

lives to point people to one 

who is greater than himself.  

John is the first Christian in 

the sense that he is the first 

who gives witness to Jesus.  

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Advent/BAdv2_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Advent/BAdv2_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Advent/BAdv2_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Advent/BAdv2_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives.html
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
…..Dot Blake and other parishioners convalescing in extended care 
facilities. 
…..Christ Church, Bethany; St. Thomas’, Bethel; Christ Church, 
Bethlehem; Old St. Andrew’s, Bloomfield. 
…..Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East. 
…..Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
…...The Bishops’ Fund for Children; all ministries for children at risk. 
.….Barbara Kast, Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer, 
Gary Stein, Sue Balla, Betty Gardner, Ed Licence, Jay Trott, John 
Mainhart, Fr. George Hall, & Lee Rybos, continued healing. 
…..the people of Lesotho; the people of the Solomon Islands; and our sister and brother 
members of the Lanka Lutheran Church. 
…..Christians in Iraq and Syria facing persecution at the hands of advancing ISIS forces.  
Pray also for radical Muslims there (and in other nations) to come to know Jesus Christ. 
…..Michael for protection with the UN peacekeeping service. 
…..A South African Christian and his two teen-aged children were killed last Saturday in an 
attack in Afghanistan; pray for Hannelie Groenewald as she grieves the loss of her husband 
and children.  Werner Groenewald had been helping Afghans through education and 
development projects. 
…..Frank Contorno, healing from lung / brain cancer; 
and peace within his family. 
…..Patricia Brought, who is undergoing treatment for 
cancer. 
…..Michelle, Joyce & John Sarver’s Daughter, healing 
of cancer. 
…..An end to the epidemic of Ebola virus in West 
Africa. 
…..Pat Kenneally, who has a rare lung cancer.  Pray 
for his family as well.  
…..Tom, Laurie DoBosh’s father, who is in the final 
stages of Parkinson's.  Please pray for healing and relief 
from pain. 
…..Becky, peace and healing. 

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make 
You Think 

 
Back Issues of 
Sword Points 

 
 

Do you have two 
minutes?  Good.  
This video will 

explain Advent in 
less time than it 

takes to make a soft 
boiled egg. 

Almighty everliving God, you are always more ready to hear than we to 

pray, and to give more than we desire or deserve; pour upon us the abun-

dance of your mercy, forgiving us those things of which our conscience is 

afraid, and giving us those things for which our prayer dares not ask.  Amen. 

http://www.christchurchbethany.org/
http://www.stthomasbethel.org/
http://www.episcopalchurch.org/parish/christ-church-bethlehem-ct
http://www.oldstandrews.net/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lesotho
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solomon_Islands
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lanka_Lutheran_Church
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S02KOlw7dlA
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Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

† It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks 
Sword Points: 

 

C hris Barrett, Andy Buchanan, 
Sandy Chadwick, Dot Crocker, 

Laurie DoBosh, Lynne Donnelly, Steve 
Hemming, Lois Hunt, Nicole Keating, 
Heather Melody, Dori McManus, Beth 
Miller, Nicole O’Connors, Patrick 
O’Connors, Ken Perry, Mary Perry, 
Kirsten Peterson, Debi Pomeroy, Joe 
Shepley, 
Sarah 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, 
David Szen, 
Pam Szen & 
Don Winkley. 

 
 

 

Earth Stewardship 

B e a coffee hour angel like Pam 
Szen.  Bring in your own 

personal coffee cup, enjoy the 
fellowship, rinse and store it in the 

cabinets in the 
coffee room.   

Selfie(s) with the Father(s) 

https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000428757685
http://www.faithstreet.com/church/st-pauls-anglican-brookfield-center-ct

