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Transforming Transforming 

Lives Through Lives Through 

Jesus ChristJesus Christ  

†  Merry Christmas 
 

Christmas Blessings, Friends. 

O ur faith as Christians is not a "going up to 
God religion."  We celebrate rather that God 

has come down to us seeking relationship.  In 
Jesus, all human striving has ended as the gift of 
God's glory comes to us, through God's effort 
alone.  As our Christmas Eve hymn so eloquently 
reminds us, "Where meek souls will receive him 
still, the dear Christ enters in." 

This Christmas, rest: rest in God's love; rest in 
the assurance that all will be well as we live for 
Jesus; rest in the simple yet profound reality that the greatest things in life are not things at 
all, but God's faithfulness toward us. 

As your Rector, it is a deep privilege to see the truth of this faith lived out among you.  Let’s 
continue to share this Love that has come down from heaven, in Jesus' name. 

Faithfully, 

†  The Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
 

T hat Jesus was born is a fact both of history 

and revelation.  The precise date of his birth, 

however, is not recorded in the Gospels, which are, 

after all, not biographies, and show little concern 

for those biographical details in which more 

modern Christians are interested.  Such interest 

began to become prominent in the fourth century, 

together with the development of liturgical 

observances of the events of biblical history. 

 It was in Rome, in 336, that the date, December 

25, was settled upon for the celebration of the Nativity.  The day, coming as it does at the 

winter solstice, was already a sacred one, as the festival of the birth of the Unconquerable 

Sun (dies natalis Solis Invicti); but its correspondence with the historical date of Jesus’ birth 

was stoutly maintained by learned, if ingenious, writers.  The observance spread rapidly 

throughout the West; and it is accepted also by most of the Eastern Churches, in which, 

however, it does not have the prominence it has in the West. 

The full title of the feast dates from the 1662 edition of the Book of Common Prayer. 

Prior to that revision, the day was known only as “Christmas Day.”  The word “Christmas,” 

which can be traced to the twelfth century, is a contraction of “Christ’s Mass.” 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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“G lory to God in the highest heaven, and 
on earth peace to those whom he 

favors.”  Are we among the favored ones?  He 
has showered us with blessings too many to 
count - and now at Christmas time, we 
remember the glorious gift of his Son.  In how 
many ways can we offer thanks and gratitude 
for this awesome gift? 

†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Wed, Dec 24 - Christmas EveChristmas EveChristmas Eve   

   10:00 am - Holy Eucharist Rite II & Healing 

   5:00 pm - Christmas Eve Family Service 

   9:00 pm - Traditional Christmas Eve Service 

Thu, Dec 25 - The Nativity of Our Lord Jesus ChristThe Nativity of Our Lord Jesus ChristThe Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ   

   10:30 am - Christmas Day Eucharist 

Fri, Dec 26 - St. Stephen, Deacon & MartyrSt. Stephen, Deacon & MartyrSt. Stephen, Deacon & Martyr   
   6:30 pm - Holy Eucharist & Movie Night, Guild Room 

Sat, Dec 27 - St. John, Apostle & EvangelistSt. John, Apostle & EvangelistSt. John, Apostle & Evangelist   
   7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

   9:15 am - Holy Eucharist 

   10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 

   11:00 am  - House of Prayer, Sanctuary 

Sun, Dec 28 - First Sunday after ChristmasFirst Sunday after ChristmasFirst Sunday after Christmas   

   8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

   9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

Mon, Dec 29 - Holy InnocentsHoly InnocentsHoly Innocents   

   7:00 pm - Home Eucharist, Lindsay’s home, Roxbury 

Tue, Dec 30 - 7 - 9 am - Free Coffee Tuesday 

   9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

Wed, Dec 31 - New Year’s EveNew Year’s EveNew Year’s Eve   

   10:00 am - Holy Eucharist Rite II & Healing 

   9:00 pm - New Year’s Eve Party, Guild Room 

   11:30 pm - 1st Eucharist of the New Year 

Thu, Jan  1 - Holy NameHoly NameHoly Name   

   10:30 am - Holy Eucharist 

   11:30 am - Parish Hike, Williams Park 

Fri, Jan  2 - 7:00 pm - Ugly Sweater Night 

Sat, Jan  3 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

   10:00 am - Daniel Plan Intro, Crocker Hall 

   11:00 am  - New Year’s House of Prayer, Sanctuary 

Sun, Jan  4 - Second Sunday after ChristmasSecond Sunday after ChristmasSecond Sunday after Christmas   

   8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

   9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

   10:30 am - Sunday School 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

   4:00 pm - Youth Group 

See pages 6-7 for 
a full list of our 

12 Days of 
Christmas Events 
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Quote of the week....."it's not about 

Santa or 

presents.  It's 

about the birth of 

Jesus!"  Lessons 

from Fr. Joe's 

children's 

sermon on 

Sunday. 

Thank you 

Lauren. 
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T hank you to 

everyone who 

supported us in our 

wreath sales and quilt 

raffle. We raised over 

$1,500 towards our 

mission trip between 

the two fundraisers. 

 

C ongratulations 

to Ann Allen 

who had the winning 

raffle ticket for this 

years quilt raffle!  

https://twitter.com/StPaulsOWN
https://www.facebook.com/StPaulsOWN
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Rising Light 
A weekly column 
by Sarah Shepley 

 

E verything besides God is fleeting.  If we wish that we could 
only have the best life, the best grades, or the best job we will 

always be disappointed.  Our only source of joy is God.  Recently in 
my personal life, I have felt down because I put my joy in worldly 
things and valued my happiness in people who were merely humans 
and therefore subject to change based on their fickle moods.  It 
wasn’t until I began lifting each day up to God and submitted my 
emotions to him, that I felt real joy and hope.  This Christmas season 

it is especially important to remember that God is our true joy, as we learn not to place our 
happiness in the material things we receive, but in the true joy of knowing 
the story of Jesus and the insurmountable love that God has for us in 
sending his only son to earth.  Let us remember to turn to God when we feel 
sad or alone, and he will provide us with an incomparable joy. 

 

1 Peter 1:8-9 
Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him 

now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, for you are 
receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 

 

Romans 15:13 
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may 

overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 A Christian 

Alternative 

to Yoga 

TRANSFORM YOUR WORKOTRANSFORM YOUR WORKOTRANSFORM YOUR WORKOUTS INTOUTS INTOUTS INTO   

WORSHIP WITH PRAISEMWORSHIP WITH PRAISEMWORSHIP WITH PRAISEMOVES OVES OVES ------      

THE CHRISTIAN ALTERNTHE CHRISTIAN ALTERNTHE CHRISTIAN ALTERNATIVE TO YOGA ATIVE TO YOGA ATIVE TO YOGA    

Deep Stretching, Gentle Movement, 
and Strong Scripture 

combine for flexibility and strength. 

Classes held in Crocker Hall each Saturday at 10 am with 

Mary Perry, Certified PraiseMoves 

Instructor 

Drop by or Email Mary with questions 

at maryperry2@me.com 

“…  you have poured upon us  the new 
light of your incarnate Word.  Grant 

that this light, enkindled in our hearts, may shine 
forth in our lives…”  What kind of light shines 
through you to reflect your love of God, and your 
desire to spread that light to the service of others? 

mailto:maryperry2@me.com
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Fri, Dec 26 - St. Stephen, Deacon & MartyrSt. Stephen, Deacon & MartyrSt. Stephen, Deacon & Martyr   

 Join us at 6:30 pm for Holy 

Eucharist, an explanation of role of 

deacons & a Movie Night, featuring 

“Stephen’s Test of Faith” and 

“Heaven Is for Real.” 
 

Sat, Dec 27 - St. John, Apostle & St. John, Apostle & St. John, Apostle & 

EvangelistEvangelistEvangelist   

 Start with our 7:30 am 

Men’s Prayer 

Breakfast in Crocker 

Hall; followed by 

Holy Eucharist at 

9:15; then at 10 

discover Praise 

Moves...relax as the 

year winds down with 

gentle stretching, 

soothing music, 

encouraging scripture and a lavender filled 

devotional time. 
 

Sun, Dec 28 - First Sunday afterFirst Sunday afterFirst Sunday after   

ChristmasChristmasChristmas   

 Worship with us at 8 - Traditional 

Eucharist or 10:30 am - Contemporary 

Eucharist.  In between try out our Rector’s 

Forum at 9:30 or head over to the 

Bridgewater Village Store for extended 

fellowship. 

(Continued on page 7) 

T he Twelve Days of Christmas is probably the most misunderstood part of the 
church year among Christians who are not part of liturgical church traditions.  Contrary to 
much popular belief, these are not the twelve days before Christmas, but in most of the 
Western Church are the twelve days from Christmas until the beginning of Epiphany 
(January 6th; the 12 days count from December 25th until January 5th). 

We are celebrating the Christmas season with plenty of opportunities to Worship, Cele-
brate, Fellowship, Outreach, Reflect and Discover. 
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Mon, Dec 29 - The Holy InnocentsThe Holy InnocentsThe Holy Innocents   

 Join us at 7 pm at the home of Selma & 

Dave Lindsay in Roxbury for a House 

Blessing that includes Holy Eucharist, 

dessert and fellowship. 
 

Tue, Dec 30 - It will be Free Coffee TuesdayFree Coffee TuesdayFree Coffee Tuesday 

as we hand out free coffee to surprised 

morning commuters driving by St. Paul’s.  

Assist us in this outreach by holding a sign, 

passing out coffee, donating some baked 

goods, inviting folks in, passing out info or 

praying for someone. 
 

Wed, Dec 31 - New Year’s Eve PartyNew Year’s Eve PartyNew Year’s Eve Party 

 At 10 am join our regular Wednesday 

morning Eucharist & healing service.  

Celebrate the New Year in style in our 

Guild Room at 9 pm.  We’ll party ‘til 11:30 

then celebrate the 1st Eucharist of 2015.  

Bring your favorite dip or appetizer. 
 

Thu, Jan  1 - Feast of the Holy NameFeast of the Holy NameFeast of the Holy Name 

 Start the New Year with Holy Eucharist at 

10 am.  Following the service we’ll head 

across the street for a brief, 

family friendly hike in 

Williams Park. 
 

Fri, Jan  2 - Ugly Sweater Ugly Sweater Ugly Sweater 

NightNightNight 

 Join us at 6:30 in your “not 

so finest” sweater for a Potluck 

Dinner / Game & Movie Night 

Extravaganza.  Venus O is the judge 

for this contest!  Fun for the whole 

family. 
 

Sat, Jan  3 - We’ve got a plan for youWe’ve got a plan for youWe’ve got a plan for you   

 Start with breakfast with our men in 

Crocker Hall or with the gang at the 

Bridgewater Village Store.  Then it’s time 

to get serious about your goals for 2015 at 

10 in Crocker Hall.  The St. Paul’s 

Health and Fitness Ministry is 

introducing the Daniel Plan.  Start 

the year with invigorating stretching 

and a free buffet sampling of Daniel 

Plan-friendly foods.  What’s the 

Daniel Plan?  A bible based lifestyle 

program to help your overall 

wellness at every level - Body, 

Spirit, Soul!  Learn about this six 

week program where you will 

gather with friends to study the five 

essentials of the Daniel Plan: Faith, 

Food, Fitness, Focus and Friends 

and Living the Lifestyle.  At 11 am 

head upstairs for our House of Prayer which 

will have a special focus on the New Year. 
 

Sun, Jan  4 - Second Sunday afterSecond Sunday afterSecond Sunday after   

ChristmasChristmasChristmas   

 Sunday is for worship: Traditional 

Eucharist at 8 or Contemporary 

Eucharist at 10:30.  Plus our Rector’s 

Forum at 9:30 or and plenty of fellowship. 
 

Mon, Jan  5 - Stephen Ministry NightStephen Ministry NightStephen Ministry Night   

 Meet the Stephen Ministry team at 7 pm as 

they explain just what the Ministry does, 

how it can support you 

during any kind of 

challenging time in your 

life, or see if you’d like to 

learn more about how to 

join the Ministry. 

(Continued from page 6) 

12 Days of Christmas 

R emember, Christmas is about giving, so for the 12 Days of Christmas, support 

the Jericho Partnership by bringing in food for their pantry, books for 

children, socks and toiletries for the homeless.  They’ll be blessed and so will you. 
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†  100 Years Ago Tonight: 
The Horror of War Paused by a Silent Night 

 

O ne of my favorite Christmas stories happened during the horrors of war.  The 
Christmas carol “Silent Night” was responsible for a wartime Christmas miracle. 

The year was 1914 and soldiers were having to spend Christmas Eve night on the 
battlefields of France during World War I, the Great War, as it was called.  After only four 
months of fighting, more than a million men had already perished in the bloody conflict.  
The bodies of dead soldiers were scattered between the trenches.  Enemy troops were dug-in 
so close that they could easily exchange shouts. 

On December 24, 1914, in the middle of a freezing battlefield in France, a miracle 
happened.  The British troops watched in amazement as candle-lit Christmas trees began to 
appear above the German trenches.  The glowing trees soon appeared along the length of the 
German front. 

Henry Williamson, a young soldier with the 
London Regiment wrote in his diary: “From 
the German parapet, a rich baritone voice had 
begun to sing a song I remembered my German 
nurse singing to me….  The grave and tender 
voice rose out of the frozen mist.  It was all so 
strange… like being in another world - to 
which one had come through a nightmare.” 

Silent Night 
Holy Night 
All is calm 
All is quiet 

“They finished their carol and we thought that we ought to retaliate,” another British 
soldier wrote, “So we sang “The First Noël” and when we finished, they all began clapping.  
And they struck up “O Tannebaum” and on it went… until we started up “O Come All Ye 
Faithful” [and] the Germans immediately joined in …. this was really a most extraordinary 
thing - two nations both singing the same carol in the middle of a war.”  It is recorded that 
enemy soldiers greeted each other in the no man’s land that was a killing zone the day 

before.  The soldiers wished each other Merry Christmas and agreed not to 
fire their rifles on Christmas Day.  The spontaneous cease-fire eventually 
embraced much of a 500-mile stretch of the Western Front.  According to the 
reports of soldiers at the scene, hundreds of thousands of soldiers celebrated 
the birth of the Prince of Peace among the bodies of their dead. 
 Other soldiers told of how the “enemies” exchanged badges and buttons 
from their uniforms.  Others shared photos of wives and children and some 
even exchanged addresses and promised to write after the war ended.  The 
German troops rolled out barrels of dark beer and the British reciprocated 
with 
offerings of 
plum 
pudding.  
Some 
soldiers 
produced 

soccer balls and a spirited 
match broke out as fellow 
soldiers shouted 
encouragement. 

At one location along 
the front the men who just 
the day before sought to kill 
one another now gathered 

(Continued on page 9) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XQ-JuJZTpVE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XQ-JuJZTpVE
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Our New Teachers 

M rs. Joan Boehm (right) is new to our Level Two classroom, teaching 

grade 2 and 3 and mentions how much she loves her class each time that 

we see her.  Mr. John Tuthill (guess) has begun teaching our Level Three class-

room, teaching grade 4 and 5 and brings vast experience working in a nearby 

school district.  Mrs. Anette Hamerski is working with our Middle School level 

class this year and has already begun to develop such a wonderful connection with 

her students.  We are so lucky to have these three dedicated teachers join our Sun-

day School staff and we praise God for the myriad of ways that He will use them to 

guide and bless the children of Saint Paul's this year. 

†  What’s Your Spiritual Gift? 
 

Click on the following link to assess your God 
given gifts: 

 http://www.spiritualgiftstest.com/tests 
 

Each week we’ll define a different spiritual gift. 
 

Tongues 
 

The gift of tongues is the special ability that God 

gives to certain members of the Body of Christ to 

(a) to speak to God in a language they have never 

learned and /or  (b) to receive and communicate an immediate 

message of God to his people through a divinely anointed utterance in 

a language they never learned. 

Mark 16:17 * Acts 2:1-13 * Acts 10:44-46 

Acts 19:1-7 * 1 Corinthians 12:10, 28 * 1 Corinthians 14:13-19 

together to bury their dead.  Together, with heads uncovered, 
they held a service to memorialize their fallen comrades.  A 
solitary voice began to sing Silent Night, in French.  He was 
joined by another voice - this one singing in German - the words 
of a Christmas song known and beloved by all. 

But the miracle of peace was temporary.  Slowly, under 
threats from their officers, the troops returned to the trenches 
and the recoils of rifles split the temporary “Silent Night.”  Some 
soldiers admitted aiming so their bullets flew well above the 
heads of the “enemy.” 

Perhaps those of us who celebrate the birth of the Savior could learn a lesson from this 
Christmas miracle as we engage those who do not share our beliefs and faith in Jesus.  
Those on the other side of the cultural trenches are not unlike us.  The message delivered in 
Bethlehem was peace and goodwill toward all men.  When we fight the cultural war we 
need remember that the whole purpose of Jesus invading our space and time was to love and 
ultimately die for those on both sides of the battle. 

But perhaps the biggest lesson is how the power of a unified focus on Jesus can unite 
even bitter enemies.  My heart aches as I see Christians splitting ranks over things that don’t 
amount to a hill of beans on an eternal scale.  I picture Jesus weeping over the churches of 
America like He wept over Jerusalem.  I picture Him weeping over how Christians in this 
country divide over non-essentials and fail to communicate the joy and life-changing power 
of the good news of the Gospel.  Jesus gave this final command to His followers… 

“Go out and train everyone you meet, far and near, in this way of life, marking them by 
baptism in the threefold name: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Then instruct them in the 
practice of all I have commanded you.  I’ll be with you as you do this, day after day after 
day, right up to the end of the age.”  (Matthew 28, The Message) 

Pretty straight forward.  Nothing in there about personal gain, power, or prestige.  The 
power of what happened on that Silent Night united enemies centuries later on a French 
battlefield.  My Christmas prayer is that the miracle of God becoming man will unite you 
and me, His followers, to seek what actually matters.  To really make it about Christ and not 
about us.  To model His grace to a culture that desperately needs that grace.  While we still 
have the chance. 

(Note: There is a movie (Joyeux Noel), a DVD (The Christmas Truce), a children's 
book (Christmas in the Trenches) and a historical book (Silent Night: The Story of the 
WW I Christmas Truce) about this event if you want to know more about the story. 

Reposted from "Confessions of a Bad Christian".  Contact Dave Burchett at Facebook or 
at daveburchett.com.  

(Continued from page 8) War Paused 

http://www.spiritualgiftstest.com/tests
http://www.christianity.com/
http://www.amazon.com/Joyeux-Noel-Widescreen-Diane-Kruger/dp/B000I6BJ56/ref=pd_sim_b_2
http://www.amazon.com/Christmas-Truce-World-War-I/dp/B000T28PJ2/ref=pd_sim_b_1
http://www.amazon.com/Christmas-Trenches-John-McCutcheon/dp/1561453749/ref=pd_sim_b_3
http://www.amazon.com/Silent-Night-Story-World-Christmas/dp/0452283671/ref=pd_sim_b_4
http://www.amazon.com/Silent-Night-Story-World-Christmas/dp/0452283671/ref=pd_sim_b_4
http://www.daveburchett.com
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Dave-Burchett/863408733672055
http://daveburchett.com
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†  Scholarly Speaking 

 

Why December 25th? 
 

I t is widely assumed that the selection of December 25th for the celebration of Our 
Lord’s Nativity (Christmas) was primarily to provide a Christian alternative to the 

various pagan solstice festivals, particularly the ancient Saturnalia and the 
feast of Sol Invictus (the Unconquered Sun) created by Emperor Aurelian 
in 274 AD.  There are, however several lines of reasoning in early 
Christian thought - before there was an actual feast of Christmas - which 
point to the date.  In fact it is quite possible that Aurelian established Sol 
Invictus - no earlier feasts of the Sun God were near the solstices - to 
counter a developing Christian celebration. 
 There were actually two different families of calculations which led to 
the December 25th date, and both them actually focused on the dating of 
the Annunciation, Christ’s conception, as March 25th, once again 
removing Christmas from Pagan observances in December. 

The first of these was based on the date of creation, and the belief that it would be fitting 
for the Incarnation to fall on an anniversary of this event.  Some of us 
are familiar with the dates calculated by Archbishop Ussher and 
printed in some editions of the King James Bible which place creation 
on the eve of October 23rd in 4004 BC.  Other computations lead to 
different years, but the same time of year.  However, a widely 
accepted third century chronology set the date as March 25th, which 
became the commonly accepted date for the Annunciation, and adding 
nine months gives us the December birthday.  Both Eastern and 
Western churches today generally observe the Annunciation on March 
25. 

The other computation is based on the Jewish idea of ‘integral 
age,’ the belief that it is fitting for great prophets and other major figures to live an exact 

number of years, dying on the anniversaries of their 
conception.  Unfortunately by the third century when 
Christians became interested in calculating the actual date 
of Jesus’ death the discrepancies among Roman, Greek, 
and Jewish calendars, and between the chronologies of the 
different Passion narratives made an accurate computation 
almost impossible.  More recent research has shown that 
both of these dates seem to be impossible, but at that time 
most calculations wound up with either March 25th or 
April 6th* as the probable dates for the crucifixion, and 
therefore for the conception.  It is interesting that the April 
date was more common in the Greek speaking churches 
and would give January 6th for the birth of Christ.  For 
centuries these churches observed his birth as part of 
Epiphany on that date, while the Latin speaking West kept 
Christmas in December.  In the course of time most of the 
Eastern Churches adopted the Western Christmas while 

keeping Epiphany as the Lord’s Baptism, and Western ones imported Epiphany with a 
special emphasis on the coming of the Magi. 

Further reading:  much of the material here has been gathered from various reading over 
the years, but I have also drawn on two online articles which will provide a good summary.  

One is by an old friend, William Tighe, found at 
http://touchstonemag.com/archives/article.php?id=16-
10-012-v, and another by David Bennett is at http://
www.ancient-future.net/christmasdate.html 

Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence  
 

* Coincidentally, when the UK (and its colonies) replaced the 
Julian Calendar with the Gregorian in 1752 The Julian March 25 
corresponded to the Gregorian April 6! 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

http://touchstonemag.com/archives/article.php?id=16-10-012-v
http://touchstonemag.com/archives/article.php?id=16-10-012-v
http://www.ancient-future.net/christmasdate.html
http://www.ancient-future.net/christmasdate.html
mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
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T he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study will be studying 1 & 2 Thessalonians, starting 
January 13th, at 9:15 am.  The new believers in Thessalonica, despite maintaining 

their faith in the face of persecution, misunderstood the Second Coming of Christ.  In 
response, the Apostle Paul wrote to them, giving them instruction about the kinds of lives 
they should lead in anticipation of Christ's return.  For all Christians, 
Paul's teaching provides helpful guidance on what it means to live the 
Christian life in the midst of the uncertainty of the world. 

Come study with us and become more enlightened, Tuesdays 
from 9:15 -11 am.  Please register by January 1st, by calling or 
emailing, Debbi Pomeroy at (203) 312-6992 or debbi415@aol.com.  
Workbooks are $20. 

Greeters Needed 
 

Greeting people in a 
warm way makes 

them feel good about 
their presence in 

church. 
 

At St. Paul’s, we are 
always looking for people who feel 

called to serve in this important ministry. 
 

If you are interested in becoming a 
greeter, please contact Pam Szen 

(prszen@gmail.com) 
or David Szen 

†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

December 26th 
 

St. Stephen, Deacon & Martyr 
 

V ery probably a Hellenistic Jew, Stephen was one of the “seven men 

of good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom” (Acts 6:3), who 

were chosen by the apostles to relieve them of the administrative burden of 

“serving tables and caring for the widows.”  By this appointment to assist the 

apostles, Stephen, the first named of those the New Testament calls “The 

Seven,” became the first to do what the Church traditionally considers to be 

the work and ministry of a deacon. 

It is apparent that Stephen’s activities involved more than simply “serving 

tables,” for the Acts of the Apostles speaks of his preaching and performing 

many miracles.  These activities led him into conflict with some of the Jews, 

who accused him of blasphemy, and brought him before the Sanhedrin.  His 

powerful sermon before the Council is recorded in the seventh chapter of 

Acts.  His denunciations of the Sanhedrin so enraged its members that, 

without a trial, they dragged him out of the city and stoned him to death. 

Saul, later called Paul, stood by, consenting to Stephen’s death, but 

Stephen’s example of steadfast faith in Jesus, and of intercession for his 

persecutors, was to find fruit in the mission and witness of Paul after his 

conversion.  The Christian community in Jerusalem, taking fright at the hostility of the 

Judean authorities, was scattered; so that for the first time the Gospel of Christ began to 

spread beyond Jerusalem. 

How do you serve the Lord? 

mailto:debbi415@aol.com
mailto:prszen@gmail.com
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Year End Donations - Donors must deliver checks on or by Sunday, 
December 28th in order to claim a charitable contribution deduction for 

2014.  Checks that are placed in the church offering on the first or 
subsequent Sundays in 2015 will not qualify for a charitable contribution for 

2014, even if the check is predated to 2014 or actually written in 2014. 

† Happy Birthday to You! 

D iane Hannah celebrates Saturday!  Sylvia Biscardi will be 
opening another present on Sunday.  Monday is the big 

day for Alesia Smalls, Joan Boehm, Linda Cavagna & Michael 
DeAnzeris.  David Greeley & Michelle Crisalli will be blowing 

out candles on Wednesday.  Have 
a blessed day everyone! 
 

Ignatius of Loyola (1491 to 
1556) 

Founder of the Jesuits 

S panish ascetic and 
theologian Ignatius Loyola, founder of 

the Jesuits, is born in Guipuzcoa, Spain.  His order 
quickly became a great power in Roman Catholicism and 
led the Counter-Reformation.  

†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

December 27th 
 

St. John, Apostle & Evangelist 

J ohn, the son of Zebedee, with his 
brother James, was called from being 

a fisherman to be a disciple and “fisher of 
men.”  With Peter and James, he became one 
of the inner group of three disciples whom 
Jesus chose to be with him at 
the raising of Jairus’ 
daughter, at the 
Transfiguration, and in the 
garden of Gethsemane. 

John and his brother 
James are recorded in the 
Gospel as being so hotheaded 
and impetuous that Jesus 
nicknamed them 
“Boanerges,” which means, 
“sons of thunder.”  They also appear 
ambitious, in that they sought seats of honor 
at Jesus’ right and left when he should come 
into his kingdom; yet they were faithful 
companions, willing, without knowing the 
cost, to share the cup Jesus was to drink.  
When the other disciples responded in anger 
to the audacity of the brothers in asking for 
this honor, Jesus explained that in his 
kingdom leadership and rule takes the form 
of being a servant to all. 

If, as is commonly held, John is to be 
identified with the “disciple whom Jesus 

loved,” then he clearly enjoyed a very special 
relationship with his Master, reclining close 
to Jesus at the Last Supper, receiving the 
care of his mother at the cross, and being the 
first to understand the truth of the empty 

tomb. 
The Acts of the Apostles 
records John’s presence with 
Peter on several occasions: 
the healing of the lame man at 
the Beautiful Gate of the 
Temple, before the Sanhedrin, 
in prison, and on the mission 
to Samaria to lay hands upon 
the new converts that they 
might receive the Holy Spirit. 

 According to tradition, John later 
went to Asia Minor and settled at Ephesus.  
Under the Emperor Domitian, he was exiled 
to the island of Patmos, where he 
experienced the visions recounted in the 
Book of Revelation. Irenaeus, at the end of 
the second century, liked to recall how 
Polycarp, in his old age, had talked about the 
apostle whom he had known while growing 
up at Ephesus.  It is probable that John died 
there.  He alone of the Twelve is said to have 
lived to extreme old age and to have been 
spared a martyr’s death. 
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Day 6: Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, Pamukkale (October 21) A stop will be made in Thyatira 
to view the ancient roadway and period columns en-route to Sardis. Sardis was berated by 
John for its facade of strength when in reality, it was weak (Rev. 3:1-6). Here coins were minted 
and the dyeing of wool originated. We'll visit the gymnasium and synagogue. Our next stop is 
nearby Philadelphia from where we are challenged to “hold fast” and look forward to the 
coming of the "new Jerusalem" (Rev. 3:7-13) in the Book of Revelation. Not much is left of the 
city except for the ancient wall and the remains of a Byzantine basilica in the modern city of 
Alasehir. Our lodging this evening will be in a lovely spa hotel in Pamukkale. 

Save the dates.  Plans are being finalized for another spectacular Biblical pilgrimage & cruise on October 16-31, 2015.  Fr. Joe plans on joining us.  Istanbul, ancient Troy, Ephesus, Patmos, Santorini, Athens, Thessalonica, Philippi….. Pricing available soon. 

The Footsteps of Paul & John 

C ovenant Envelopes for 2015 are in the back of the church.  Please 
take yours and those of any friends who may be absent, as this helps 

us save on mailing costs.  Please do not use the 2015 blue envelopes until 
the new year, and do not use the 2014 green envelopes after December 28, 
2014; otherwise it will be credited to your 2015 account.  If you do not wish 
to use the covenant envelopes, as long as your gift can be identified, an ac-
count is established in your name and you will receive quarterly statements.  
If you have any questions, please contact Beth Miller, Financial Secretary, 
at 203 775-9587 or bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com.  Thank you. 

mailto:bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com
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Women’s Evening Ministry 
Children of the Day by Beth Moore 

 
Remaining sessions are: 

Jan 6 & 20, 2015 
Meeting time 7:00 - 8:45 pm in the Guild Room 
 
 An in-depth Bible study of 1 and 2 Thessalonians by 
Beth Moore 
 
 Is family life a challenge?  Is work driving you 
crazy?  Do you know God has a purpose for your life, 
but can't figure out what it is?  Know that your 
circumstances are not coincidental.  And God's timing is 
impeccable.  Join Beth Moore on the Thessalonian 
shores as she walks you through the truth of each verse 
of 1 and 2 Thessalonians.  In this study, you'll face 
crises, afflictions, relationships, doubts, concerns, and 
fears.  Find encouragement for living the Christian life 
now and hope for when Christ returns. 

†  Save the Date 
St. Paul's Women's 
Retreat with all 
new Women of the 
Bible with Anita 
Gutschick and 
Joanne Hagemeyer 
is coming June 5-6, 
2015  

Looking for memories! 

We are in the process of compiling a book on St. Paul’s parish, past and present – an histori-

cal overview in celebration of our 230th anniversary. 

If you have anything to share, we are particularly looking for: 

Wedding photos at St. Paul’s altar 

Baptism photos at St. Paul’s font 

Old news articles about St. Paul’s Church 

Friendship Fair photos 

Photos from any of our ministries and groups 

(past and present) 

Family group photos (perhaps an update from 

those in our directory) 

Comments:  What St. Paul’s has meant to 

me…  

Please send to Sandy Chaleski at srchaleski@comcast.net 

Or phone Sandy at 203-730-2336 with any questions or com-

ments. 

mailto:srchaleski@comcast.net
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†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

December 28th 
 

The Holy Innocents 
 

H erod the Great, ruler of the Jews, appointed by the Romans in 40 B.C., kept the 
peace in Palestine for 37 years.  His ruthless control, coupled with genuine ability, 

has been recorded by the Jewish historian Josephus, 
who describes him as “a man of great barbarity 
towards everyone.”  An Idumaean, married to the 
daughter of Hyrcanus, the last legal Hasmonean ruler, 
Herod was continually in fear of losing his throne.  It 
is not surprising that the Wise Men’s report of the 
birth of an infant King of the Jews (Matthew 2) caused 
him fear and anger.  Although the event is not 
recorded in secular history, the story of the massacre 
of the Innocents is totally in keeping with what is 
known of Herod’s character. 
 To protect himself against being supplanted by an 
infant king, Herod ordered the slaughter of all male 
children under two years of age in Bethlehem and the 
surrounding region.  No one knows how many were 
killed, but the Church has always honored these 
innocent children as martyrs.  Augustine of Hippo 
called them “buds, killed by the frost of persecution 
the moment they showed themselves.” 

D id you attend our Christmas Eve service in 1967?  We didn’t think so.  It was 

taped and we have a copy of the 33 1/3 rpm record.  Follow this link on our 

website to listen to the service. 

T hank you to all the volunteers who worked the 
Jericho Food Pantry this month, it was a crazy 

morning.  The kids really enjoyed our new mission of 
reading books to them and letting them take them 
home.  We had many smiling faces.  

Thank you to all the wonderful people who have 
made donations of food and clothing.  We delivered 
three car loads on Saturday. 

St. Paul’s has the 2nd Saturday of every month to 
staff the food and clothing pantry.  So, our next 
volunteer dates are Saturday, January 10th and 
February 14th from 10 - 11:30 am. 

We are always collecting winter clothes and gently 
used children’s books and coloring books.  Look for 
donation box in Crocker Hall.  Please contact Laurie DoBosh if you are interested in 
volunteering, donating or have questions - ldobosh@tcco.com or 203-610-9731. 

Wish List Items for Pantry: 
Clothing 
Little Boys size 5-6 winter clothing 
Boys size 3T & 4T winter clothing 
Boys Shirts size 14 & 16 
Men’s Small Shirts 
 

Food 
Bags of Beans 

Bags of Rice 
Peanut Butter 
 

Other Items 
Deodorant 
Soap 
Trial size toiletries (like hotel size) 
Books for Children of all ages 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/who-are-we/how-long-have-we-been-around/1967-christmas-eve-service.html
mailto:ldobosh@tcco.com
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St. Paul’s Health and Fitness Ministry 

The Daniel Plan 

Six week Group Study 

Tuesdays, 7:00 p.m. 

January 27, Feb 3rd, Feb 10th, Feb 17th, Feb 24th, March 3rd 

The Daniel Plan is a practical lifestyle program designed to 
improve your health at every level. You’ll be taking this journey 
one step at a time, with the support of others in the group, but 
you will quickly discover that small changes equal big results. 

“For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with 
them.” (Matthew 18:20) 

Over the next six weeks, you’ll gather with friends to study the 
Five Essentials of The Daniel Plan: Faith, Food, Fitness, Focus, 
and Friends. We’ll conclude with a session on Living the 
Lifestyle, which offers practical help on sustaining the healthy 
changes you’ve made. 

Session 1Session 1  

Faith: Nurturing Your Soul 

Session 2Session 2  

Food: Enjoying God’s Abundance 

Session 3Session 3  

Fitness: Strengthening Your Body 

Session 4Session 4  

Focus: Renewing Your Mind 

Session 5Session 5  

Friends: Encouraging Each Other 

Session 6Session 6  

Living the Lifestyle 
 

Come Join us!   

Sign up with Mary Perry or Ken Perry 
(Maryperry2@me.com) to order your 
Daniel Plan Study Guide for $9.00 
(scholarships available). 

mailto:Maryperry2@me.com
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 †  Red Velvet Gooey Butter Cookies 

†  Virgin and Child 
 

 About 1300 
 Ivory with traces of gilding and 
polychrome 
 

By the fourteenth century the great age of 

cathedral building was over.  Patrons and 

donors shifted their interest from large 

public monuments to the commissioning of 

private devotional objects.  The sophisticated 

carving and rare materials of this small ivory 

suggest that it was destined for personal 

veneration by a patron of high social 

standing.  Reflecting artistic skill of the 

highest level, the feminine grace and courtly 

elegance of the Virgin and Child are 

underscored by the sway of the figure and 

the liquid movements of the garment folds.  

Traces of gilding and color can be seen in 

the border of the Virgin's robe.  To possess 

an object of this quality validated the 

privileged social status of the owner.  

Directions: 
1. Whisk the flour, granulated sugar, cocoa, baking 
powder, and salt in a bowl to combine. 
2. Beat the cream cheese and butter in a large bowl with 
an electric mixer until smooth.  Beat in the egg and food 
coloring. 
3. Add the dry ingredients to the 
creamed mixture and mix until the 
dough comes together.  Cover with 
plastic wrap and chill the dough for 
at least 2 hours.  
4. When ready to bake, preheat the 
oven to 350 degrees F.  Line two 
baking sheets with parchment paper. 
Place the powdered sugar in a 
shallow bowl. 
5. Roll the dough into balls (about 1 
tablespoon each).  Roll the dough 
balls in the powdered sugar, then 
place on the baking sheets at least 3 

inches apart.  Bake until the edges of the cookies are set, 10 to 12 
minutes.  Transfer the cookies to racks to cool completely.  Store the 
cookies in an airtight container for up to 3 days. 

 

Click here to submit your favorite recipe. 

Ingredients: 
2 1/4 cups Gold Medal® All-

Purpose Flour 
2 cups granulated white 
sugar 
2 tablespoons unsweetened 
cocoa powder 
2 teaspoons baking powder 
1/4 teaspoon salt 
8 ounces cream cheese, 
softened 
4 tablespoons (1/2 stick) 
unsalted butter, softened 
1 large egg 
1 tablespoon red liquid food 
coloring 
1/2 cup powdered sugar 

mailto:prszen@gmail.com?subject=My%20favorite%20recipe%20for%20Sword%20Points
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†  Transforming Stewardship 

 
“…as the Lord has forgiven you, so you must forgive.” - Colossians 3:13 
 

F orgiveness - one of the hardest things for people to do.  It’s amazing 
how long we can hold a grudge or be angry with someone.  As we 

celebrate the feast of the Holy Family, take this opportunity to give the gift 
of forgiveness to someone - maybe someone in your family, maybe a friend, 
maybe a co-worker. 

†  Wait, wait... 
 

By Steve Hemming 
 

“The Lord is good to those who wait for Him, to the soul who seeks Him.  It is good that 
one should hope and wait quietly for the salvation of the Lord.”  Lamentations 3:25-26 

 

W ith all the hustle and bustle surrounding Christmas, with shopping, wrapping, writing cards, 
visiting friends and family during the holidays, etc., it may seem like a challenge to take 

time to be quiet and wait upon the Lord.  In His day, no matter how busy our Lord Jesus was with the 
multitudes seeking forgiveness, healing, and deliverance, He always made it a point to get away by 
Himself to spend quiet time in His Father’s presence.  His word in Luke 5:16 tells us that Jesus often 
withdrew into the wilderness and prayed. 

You may think with Christmas almost upon us, “I don’t have time to spend quietly waiting on the 
Lord.  I have too much to do! ”  And thus, you may try to get through the season by sending up a 
“bullet” prayer to God now and then, believing it will suffice.  Even when He was overloaded during 
the day, it was Jesus’ common practice to make time to be with His Father, even if it required getting 
up early in the morning (Mark 1:35) or staying up late (Matthew 14:23, Luke 6:12).  Instead of trying 
to face life head on continually in His own might, Jesus knew the true value of seeking His Father, and 

waiting upon Him, as exemplified in Isaiah 
40:31; “But those who wait on the Lord shall 
renew their strength; They shall mount up 
with wings like eagles, They shall run and 
not be weary, They shall walk and not faint.” 
Many writers of the Bible, inspired by the 
Holy Spirit, attested to the necessity and 
benefits of waiting on the Lord.  I’ve 
included some passages from the Psalms 
below for your viewing and prayerful 
meditation.  As you continue to make 
preparations for Christmas and New Year’s 
Eve, consider adding in time to wait upon the 
Lord.  It will surely bless you, as confirmed 
in Isaiah 30:18; “Blessed are all those who 
wait for Him.” 
 

PSALMS 
“Show me Your ways, O Lord; Teach me 
Your paths.  Lead me in Your truth and teach 
me, For You are the God of my salvation; On 
You I wait all the day.”  25:4-5 

“Wait on the Lord; Be of good courage, And He shall strengthen your heart; Wait, I say, on the 
Lord!”  27:14 

Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the 
earth!”  46:10 

“Our soul waits for the Lord; He is our help and our shield.”  33:20 
“My soul, wait silently for God alone, For my expectation is from Him.  He only is my rock and 

my salvation; He is my defense; I shall not be moved.”  62:5-6 
“I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and in His word I do hope.”  130:5 
 

“And it will be said in that day: “Behold, this is our God; We have waited for Him, and He will 
save us.  This is the Lord; We have waited for Him; We will be glad and rejoice in His salvation.” 
Isaiah 25:9 
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

The Light of All People 
 

 Isaiah 61:10-62:3 

I n our Hebrew Bible reading the prophet joyfully responds on behalf of all God’s 
people to the Lord’s promises for a redeemed Jerusalem.  He is a messenger to those 

who are poor and have suffered many troubles.  Now he feels himself clothed in salvation 
and integrity, like a bridegroom or bride.  In the sight of all people, this nation shall  become 
like a fresh garden.  The prophet will not keep silence until the deliverance of Jerusalem is 
known throughout the world. 

 Psalm 147  
A hymn of praise to the Lord, who rules over nature and has shown 

faithfulness to Jerusalem and God’s people Israel. 
 Galatians 3:23-25;4:4-7 
In this epistle lesson Paul explains what the role of the law has been 

and how, in our new relationship of faith, we have become sons and 
heirs of the Father.  Before the coming of Christ and justification by 
faith we were like small children who had to be closely watched.  God’s 
own Son was born a subject of the law.  Through him we now are given 
the status of sons coming into their maturity.  We are enabled, through 
the Spirit of his Son, to call upon God with the same Aramaic word for 
Father that Jesus is remembered to have used, Abba. 

 John 1:1-18 
The gospel opens with a hymn to God’s Word, the expression of God’s very being and 

the creative power of all life, who has now become flesh and lived among us.  The Word is 
the light of all humankind, and was witnessed to by John the Baptist.  Although the world 
made by the Word did not recognize the Word, those who did believe in the Word have 
been given the right to become children of God.  The law came through Moses, but grace 
and truth come through the only Son, who makes the Father know. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   
   

M ary's first reaction was "How can it be?"  Then she 

said, "Let it be!"  What do you say?  To replay all 

our sermons, audio and videos follow this link for The 

Sunday Sermons.  Check out our sermon archives as well. 

John 1:1-18 

The quality of the 

relationship that John is 

wanting us to have with 

Jesus is all-or-nothing.  

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC/Christmas/Christmas1.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC/Christmas/Christmas1.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC/Christmas/Christmas1.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC/Christmas/Christmas1.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC/Christmas/Christmas1.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC/Christmas/Christmas1.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC/Christmas/Christmas1.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC/Christmas/Christmas1.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC/Christmas/Christmas1.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC/Christmas/Christmas1.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC/Christmas/Christmas1.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC/Christmas/Christmas1.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives.html
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A s part of our outreach, St. Paul’s donates gift cards and 

non-perishable items to six area food pantries.  The 

non-perishable items are provided by our generous 

congregation and are truly appreciated.  Donations for the 

food pantry can be left in the basket at the back of the church.  

Delivery is made to one food pantry each month.  Thank you. 

Don’t Read 

Until After 

Christmas 
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
…..Dot Blake and other parishioners convalescing in extended care 
facilities. 
…..St. Mark’s, Bridgeport; St. Mark’s, Bridgewater; St. John’s, Bristol. 
…..Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East. 
…..Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
…..For soup kitchens and food pantries in parishes and as parish 
partners. 
.….Barbara Kast, Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer, 
Gary Stein, Sue Balla, Betty Gardner, Ed Licence, Jay Trott, John 
Mainhart, Fr. George Hall, & Lee Rybos, continued healing. 
…..the people of Mongolia; the people of the Republic of Turkey; and our sister and brother 
members of the Estonian Evangelical Lutheran Church. 
…..All those who are alone this time of year, all families who have very little for children, 
and all who do not know Jesus in their hearts, pray for all to have Jesus in their hearts and to 
also receive what they need. 
…..Christians in Iraq and Syria facing persecution at the hands of advancing ISIS forces.  
Pray also for radical Muslims there (and in other nations) to come to know Jesus Christ. 
…..those who travel at this time of year; protection them from every danger and bring them 
in safety to their journey's end. 
…..Michael for protection with the UN peacekeeping service. 
…..St. Thomas, Bethel and their Food Pantry, which is the recipient of our food basket 
collections for the month of December. 
…..Frank Contorno, healing from lung / brain cancer; 
and peace within his family. 
…..Michelle, Joyce & John Sarver’s Daughter, healing 
of cancer. 
…..Vietnam, for Christians injured in religious 
violence and for the doctors who often refuse to treat 
them. 
…..Tom, Laurie DoBosh’s father, who is in the final 
stages of Parkinson's.  Please pray for healing and relief 
from pain. 
…..Pat Jennings, recuperating from recent surgery. 
…..Becky, peace and healing. 

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You 
Think 

 
Back Issues of Sword 

Points 
 
 

Click on the video to the 
left for a tour of Jesus’ 

birthplace. 

Almighty everliving God, you are always more ready to hear than we to 

pray, and to give more than we desire or deserve; pour upon us the abun-

dance of your mercy, forgiving us those things of which our conscience is 

afraid, and giving us those things for which our prayer dares not ask.  Amen. 

http://www.saintmarksbridgeport.org/
http://www.episcopalchurch.org/parish/st-marks-episcopal-church-bridgewater-ct
http://www.stjohnsbristol.org/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mongolia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Turkey
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Estonian_Evangelical_Lutheran_Church
http://www.stthomasbethel.org/
http://www.stthomasbethel.org/FoodPantrySchedule
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
http://abcnews.go.com/2020/video/back-beginning-bethlehems-church-nativity-18041554
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Selfie(s) with the Father(s) 

 

 

Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

† It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks 
Sword Points: 

 

M ary Allen, Chris Barrett, 
Sandy Chaleski, Laurie 

DoBosh, Lynne Donnelly, Steve 
Hemming, Heather Melody, Dori 
McManus, Beth Miller, Nicole 
O’Connors, Patrick O’Connors, Heather 
Onarato, ,Ken Perry, Mary Perry, 
Kirsten Peterson, Debi Pomeroy, Joe 
Shepley, 
Sarah 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, 
David Szen, 
Pam Szen & 
Don Winkley. 

 
 

 

Earth Stewardship 

W hy would you use a Styrofoam 
cup when you can enjoy your 

own personal cup?  Help us cut down 
on our coffee hour waste and bring in 
your own personal coffee cup.  After 
coffee hour, rinse 
your cup out for 
the next time and 
store it in the 
cabinets in the 
coffee room.  

Selfie(s) with the Father(s) 

S ir Arthur, Fr. Joe’s Therapy Dog-in-training, 

assisted with his first funeral last Saturday. 

Lying on the floor next to Fr. Joe's podium at Hull 

Funeral Home in 

Bethel, he came to 

attention as the 

Lord's Prayer began, 

then brought some 

needed therapy to the 

family.  

https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000428757685
http://www.faithstreet.com/church/st-pauls-anglican-brookfield-center-ct

