
   

†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, July  9 - 1:00 pm - Dorothy Day Ministry, Danbury 

Sat, July 11 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

   10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 

   10:00 am - Jericho Food Pantry, Danbury 

   11:00 am - House of Prayer, Sanctuary 

Sun, July 12 - 7th Sunday after Pentecost 

   8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream) 

   9:15 am - High School/College Class, Youth Room 

   9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

   10:30 am - Summer Sunday School 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion 

Tue, July 14 - 7:00 pm - Boot Camp, Meadow 

Wed, July 15 - 10:00 am - Holy Communion II & Healing 

   7:00 pm - Ladies Evening Bible Study, Guild Room 

Sat, July 18 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

   10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 

   11:00 am - House of Prayer, Sanctuary 

Sun, July 19 - 8th Sunday after Pentecost 

   8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream) 

   9:15 am - High School/College Class, Youth Room 

   9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

   10:30 am - Summer Sunday School 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion 

   12:00 pm -  Parish Picnic, Kovacs Home 

 

Sword Points 
July 9, 2015 

Transforming Transforming 

Lives Through Lives Through 

Jesus ChristJesus Christ  

  www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com (203) 775-9587 

Click Below to 

By Virtue of Our Baptism 
We were all baptized in one Spirit so as to form one Body.  (1 Corinthians 12:13) 

Dear Family of St. Paul's, 

W e each are called to ministry by virtue of our baptism.  For some of us, our ministry is 
clear cut, and for others of us, we are still discerning our calling. 

A Bishop defends the faith, administers a diocese and serves as the chief pastor to the clergy.  
A Rector, among many pulls, has the primary duty of celebrating the 
sacraments, preaching the Gospel and pastorally caring for the flock of 
God.  A Deacon serves the marginalized while bringing the needs of the 
outside world before the church.  The laity has a less defined, yet 
broader ministry of building up the church through the reconciling love 
of God in Christ. 

Mother Teresa said, "I can do things you cannot, you can do things I 
cannot; together we can do great things."  May God reveal your calling 
to you, and as we share our myriad gifts together, we will see God's 
kingdom come, and God's will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Faithfully, 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
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J esus said to his disciples: 
 
   "In this world you will have trouble.  

But take heart!  I have overcome the 
world." John 16:33 
 
www.persecution.com 

 

Save-the-Date 
Parish Picnic 

Sunday, July 19—Noon 
 

At the private beach 
of Buni & Paul 

Kovacs – 805 Candlewood Lake Road  
South in New Milford 

 
The church will provide hot dogs & 
hamburgers and beverages. 

 
We kindly ask 

that guests 
bring an appetizer, 

salad or dessert to share. 
 

Swimming in Candlewood 
Lake.  Parents responsible for 

their children as there is no 
lifeguard. 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“He instructed them to take nothing for the journey but a 

walking stick - no food, no sack, no money in their belts.”  

 (Mark 6:8) 
 

H ow different we are from the Apostles who took 

nothing when they ventured out to serve God.  Today, we 

make our journey through life more difficult because of all the material 

baggage that we drag along.  Yet, the more we can let go of, the freer we 

are to serve God with love and joy. 

http://www.persecution.com/
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†  Dorothy Day Ministry 
 

E very second Thursday of the month, it’s St. Paul’s turn to cook and serve 
meals at the Dorothy Day Hospitality House in Danbury.  Please consider 

helping out in this vital ministry.  Contact Barbara DeAnzeris or Don Winkley 
for more info.  

T the Ladies Evening Bible Study is explorinag a six week study, What Happens 

When Women Say Yes to God.  In this exciting, interactive workbook for Lysa 

TerKeurst's DVD series based on her popular book What Happens When Women Say Yes to 

God, women personally explore God's 

joy and purpose for their lives through 

insightful questions and steps, special 

verses, and examples from the DVD's 

six sections.  Please contact Dori 

McManus if you have any questions at 

(203) 788-1977 or at 

dorimcmanus@snet.net 

To order your book and workbook you 
can click on the attached link. http://
www.christianbook.com/what-happens-
when-women-book-workbook/lysa-
terkeurst/pd/929928?event=CPOF 

Bible Study Time and 
Dates: 

 
Wednesdays beginning 

July 1st 
7:00 – 8:30 pm 

 
July 1st 
July 15th 
July 29th 
August 5th 
August 26th 
September 2nd 

†  A People Who Know the Truth 

I n the present age if any man can talk well he will get a following, whatever he may 

teach.  I am astounded at some professors, who can hear this man today and that man 

the next, though the two are diametrically opposed.  Surely there is some difference between 

truth and error, and mere cleverness cannot neutralize false doctrine.  Our forefathers 

discerned between things that differed, and when 

false doctrine came before them they cast it out, 

notwithstanding the eloquence of its advocate.  I 

do not want you to be bigots.  God deliver us from 

their bitter spirit, but I do want you to be sound 

believers.  There is a great difference between 

obstinate bigotry and a decided maintenance of 

that which we have believed.  After all, what is 

the chaff to the wheat?  There is a difference 

between the doctrines of men and the teachings of 

the Lord.  No lie is of the truth.  Garnish it as you 

may, it is still a lie.  Oh to be rooted and grounded 

and built up in Christ!  One of the most desirable 

things in this fickle age is to see around the 

minister of Christ a people who know the truth, 

and feel that the truth binds them fast to their God.  

 

 From a sermon by Charles Haddon Spurgeon 

entitled "Taking Hold Upon God," delivered 

October 7, 1877. Image by Jeff Pang on Flickr 

under Creative Commons License.  

mailto:dorimcmanus@snet.net
http://www.christianbook.com/what-happens-when-women-book-workbook/lysa-terkeurst/pd/929928?event=CPOF
http://www.christianbook.com/what-happens-when-women-book-workbook/lysa-terkeurst/pd/929928?event=CPOF
http://www.christianbook.com/what-happens-when-women-book-workbook/lysa-terkeurst/pd/929928?event=CPOF
http://www.christianbook.com/what-happens-when-women-book-workbook/lysa-terkeurst/pd/929928?event=CPOF
http://www.flickr.com/photos/jeffpang/3293970519/
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†  Redirecting Our Priority to Know Christ 
by Steve Hemming 

 

“That I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of 
His sufferings, being conformed to His death.” 

 Philippians 3:10 
 

A ccording to the Merriam-Webster Dictionary, the word “redirect,” means to change 
the course or direction of.  Since the very first day of my vacation, the Lord has 

been redirecting my path.  Each day He brought to me a new revelation that would 
encourage me to readjust my thinking, and subsequently my action, all with the intent of 
aligning my walk more completely with Him. 

What the Lord shared with me each new day, would build upon what He had given me 
the previous day.  Revelations included; confession (1 John 1:9), repentance (2 Chronicles 
7:14, Ezekiel 18:30), dying to self (John 12:24-25, Romans 6:7, 11, Colossians 3:3), 
walking in the Spirit (Galatians 5:16, Romans 8:5), and abiding in Christ (John 15:7-11). 

The impression from God that stands out most for me happened on June 22nd, when I 
was at Letchworth State Park, a beautiful place located about an hour south of my 

hometown of Rochester, NY.  Letchworth is 
known as the “Grand Canyon of the East,” as 
the Genesee River winds throughout a 
spectacular deep gorge in the park.  The Lord 
brought me to a spot known as “Big Bend,” 
where the river is redirected around a sharp turn 
in the canyon so it can continue to flow north.  
(Yes, the Genesee River does flow north!) 
 As I viewed God’s beautiful creation with 
awe, the Lord brought to mind the Philippians 
3:10 verse the Apostle Paul wrote about 
knowing Jesus Christ.  As I read entire 
Philippians 3:7-14 passage, I realized God was 
bringing into my awareness that knowing Jesus 
was the culmination of what He had been 

sharing with me since I started my vacation.  As the Lord showed me in the natural how He 
redirected a river through the Genesee Gorge, He was at the same time showing me in the 
spiritual realm that I needed to redirect my priority in life to know His Son. 

Knowing God intimately is crucial if we are to love, serve, and glorify Him.  As the 
Lord says in Jeremiah that we are not to glory in wisdom, might, or riches, “But let him who 
glories glory in this, that he understand and knows Me, that I am the Lord, exercising loving 
kindness, judgment, and righteousness in the earth.  For in these I delight, says the 
Lord.” (Jeremiah 9:23-24)  Jesus Himself when praying to His Father proclaimed, “And this 
is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom You 
have sent.” (John 17:3). 

So, how can we know Jesus better?  When we want to get to know someone, we simply 
spend time with them.  We can do the same with the Lord through prayer and conversation 
with Him.  In Matthew 6:33, Jesus commands us to seek first the kingdom of God and His 
righteousness.  And the more we seek Him, the more we will come to know Him.  And in 
Jeremiah 29:13, God promises that we will find Him when we search for Him with all our 
heart. 

We can also know Jesus greater by spending time in His Word, for He IS the Word 
(John 1:1).  We can read about how He is revealed through the prophecies in the Old 
Testament.  And in the New Testament, we can learn about His time on earth as well as His 
imminent return. 

Is your priority to know Jesus Christ?  If not, perhaps you could use a gentle redirect.  
But be forewarned; truly knowing Jesus will require you to share in His suffering and be 
conformed to His death.  Are you willing? 

“For I determined not to know anything among you except Jesus Christ and 
Him crucified.”  1 Corinthians 2:2 
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“I n him we have redemption through his blood, the 
forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches 

of his grace he lavished on us…”  Can we even begin to 
comprehend the riches of his grace freely given to 
us, and if we do, will we commit to a life of service 
and thankfulness for those many gifts? 

 

O n Monday, July 13 to Saturday, July 18 from 3 to 9 pm each day, we will be 

walking and praying in and around the neighborhoods of our city, seeking 

God's wisdom in responding to the cries of the people.  Please join us! 

You can join us for an hour, a day, or all week if you choose!  Individuals and 

groups can sign up via this link: 2015 Prayer Walk Sign-Up.  Please submit your 

information and let us know if you have any special requests for our staff - particu-

larly if you have folks who would need assistance walking more than one mile.  We 

will try to accommodate all special requests made prior to the first shift each day.  

Any opportunity to pray with you is a gift and a blessing.  We are so grateful for 

your partnership and hope you will join us in praying for our city! 

 

Jericho Partnership, Inc. - 203-791-1180 - www.jerichopartnership.org  

“O ur cities are the keys to winning the world for Christ.  They are encumbered by 

staggering problems and opposed by cosmic forces, yet these vast urban centers 

hold millions of people whom God loves.”          -John Dawson  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1mfMyk5HsTxNq4rMq2fYczRB2oF6TnVu2xmwWzN6tZfw/viewform
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=101081034&msgid=514424&act=J94S&c=1113828&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.jerichopartnership.org
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By perseverance the snail reached the ark.           - Charles Spurgeon 

†  Work Principles from King David - Principle # 4 
 

Don’t let others intimidate you from pursuing what you know is right. 
 

W henever you attempt to do something, there will be someone on the sidelines 
trying to discourage you.  That was true for David, and from him we learn 

another important principle. 
 David was sent by his father to the battlefield where his brothers were 

fighting for King Saul.  They were aligned in the Valley of Elah, 
outside of Jerusalem, with the Philistines on one side and the 

Israelites on the other, and they were at a standoff.  
That’s because the Philistines had a giant who had 

threatened and taunted them everyday for the past 
forty days, asking for some man to come and fight on behalf of his 
country.  But there was not one Israelite willing to fight Goliath - in 
fact they all ran when they saw him. 
 Along comes David, bringing food to his brothers.  As David hears 
Goliath make his taunts, instead of being fearful, he was outraged.  He 
asks: "Who is this uncircumcised Philistine that he should defy the 
armies of the living God?” (1 Samuel 17:26).  David couldn't 

understand why Goliath's challenge had not been taken. 
His brother, Eliab, got very angry with David and basically told 

him to go back where he came from, tending the sheep.  He belittled 
David and insulted him, but David didn't let Eliab intimidate him.  He 

didn’t let Eliab get him into a fight.  He didn’t come there 
to fight Eliab.  But he knew it was wrong for this bully giant to 
insult the God of heaven and earth.  And so, he did not allow even his older 
brother to intimidate him. 
 You know the story of how he volunteered to fight Goliath and won.  
Suppose he had hung his head when Eliab confronted him, and turned 
around and gone home.  The battle would have been lost, and God’s 
purpose would have been stymied. 
 Is someone standing on your sidelines and telling you to forget it?  
Perhaps they honestly think they are giving you good advice, but if God has 
given you clear direction, don’t let anyone intimidate you.  Maybe He has 
put it on your heart to share your faith story with someone at work, and a 
friend has said, "Forget it!  That person is too hard to ever believe in Jesus."  
But if you know that is what you are supposed to do, then pray for wisdom 
to know when and how, and don’t be intimidated.  When we are doing 
God’s will, we have His strength, His power, His courage to stand against 
anyone who would discourage us. 

So, don’t let others intimidate you or discourage you from doing what you know is right.  
Thankfully David didn’t and he was able to kill Goliath. 

by Mary Whelchel, Founder of The Christian Working Woman  

†  High School  / College Class 
 

J ohn and Bev Carr are facilitating a six 

week series of classes called 'Walking 

with Confidence and Authority in Jesus 

Christ."  The class is being offered to high 

school and college aged students and will take 

place from 9:15-10:15 am in the Tuck Room.  

We hope that you will take part in and enjoy 

this amazing opportunity.  If you have any 

further questions, please don't hesitate to 

contact Patrick or Nicole O'Connors. 

 

 

http://www.blogger.com/profile/02769032627628738160
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Our New Teachers 

M rs. Joan Boehm (right) is new to our Level Two classroom, teaching 

grade 2 and 3 and mentions how much she loves her class each time that 

we see her.  Mr. John Tuthill (guess) has begun teaching our Level Three class-

room, teaching grade 4 and 5 and brings vast experience working in a nearby 

school district.  Mrs. Anette Hamerski is working with our Middle School level 

class this year and has already begun to develop such a wonderful connection with 

her students.  We are so lucky to have these three dedicated teachers join our Sun-

day School staff and we praise God for the myriad of ways that He will use them to 

guide and bless the children of Saint Paul's this year. 
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†  Scholarly Speaking 

 

Seven Days 
 

A s some of you know, my Research Assistant and I spent last week at the Annual 
Gathering (AG) of American Mensa.  These  gatherings are essentially huge 

(attendance exceeded 1,800) parties accompanied by about 250 presentations including 
drama, music, meetings based on special interests, debates, and lectures on multiple subjects 
from Astronomy (unfortunately this speaker, the president of the Vatican Observatory 
Foundation, had to cancel due to flight delays) to Baseball, from Milton to Werewolves - 
really something for everyone. 

One session that we both found particularly fascinating was Doc 
Harry Ringermacher’s presentation titled, “Is the Universe Ringing Like a 
Crystal Glass?”*  In this lecture he spoke of his recent work (with a 
colleague) and the discovery that the universe has been oscillating (i.e. 
that the rate of its expansion has varied) apparently since the beginning.  
He illustrated this with the two diagrams below, the first is the traditional 
diagram of the expanding universe (based on Hubble and taken from 
NASA) while the second adds squiggles (exaggerated for clarity) along 
the edges to show the frequency of these oscillations. 

As the heading of the second diagram suggests, these waves are associated with the 
density of the dark matter in the universe.  I don’t think that my eyes actually glazed over, 
but on the whole I’d rather try to explain the Trinity than dark matter.  On the other hand 
oscillations (or waves or vibrations) are not so hard - after all we have learned since 
childhood that sound and light, radio and TV signals, microwaves and more are all based on 
vibrations of different frequencies, so why not the universe itself.  In the comparison to a 
crystal glass Doc Harry noted that, both with the glass and with the universe, the frequency 
of the vibrations (in musical terms, think ‘pitch’) is constant but the 
intensity (think ‘volume’) tends to fade.†  Incidentally, just as crystal 
glasses and nearly all musical instruments produce a distinctive sound by 
overlaying their fundamental pitch with harmonics, i.e. additional notes 
with frequencies that are even multiples of the basic note, the research 
here showed additional oscillations at two and three times the frequency 
of those in the diagram.‡  In this case, however, as the diagram shows we 
are now in only the seventh cycle since the beginning,§ I made a very 

rough calculation that in musical terms 
we are looking at a pitch of some 
quadrillion octaves below what humans 
can hear. 
 What interested me particularly though, was that in his 
presentation he went a little beyond the science to suggest 

(Continued on page 9) 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
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†  Can You Give Me A Lift? 
 

H earts to Hands Ministry is in the transportation business!  We coordinate one-time 
rides and ongoing transportation schedules for parishioners 

in need.  Would you consider joining our team, our database of 
parishioners willing to help someone get to an appointment or a 
therapy class?  When a need arises, we will put out the date, time 
and other details of the situation to our database of drivers to 
see who is available to provide coverage.  Please contact Nicole 
O'Connors at nmoconnors@gmail.com if you are willing to 
help.  Thank you!  

 A Christian 

Alternative 

to Yoga 

TRANSFORM YOUR WORKOTRANSFORM YOUR WORKOTRANSFORM YOUR WORKOUTS INTOUTS INTOUTS INTO   

WORSHIP WITH PRAISEMWORSHIP WITH PRAISEMWORSHIP WITH PRAISEMOVES OVES OVES ------      

THE CHRISTIAN ALTERNTHE CHRISTIAN ALTERNTHE CHRISTIAN ALTERNATIVE TO YOGA ATIVE TO YOGA ATIVE TO YOGA    

Deep Stretching, Gentle Movement, 
and Strong Scripture 

combine for flexibility and strength. 

Classes held in Crocker Hall each Saturday at 10 am with 

Mary Perry, Certified PraiseMoves 

Instructor 

Drop by or Email Mary with questions 

at maryperry2@me.com 

PraiseMoves will 

meet at 10 am this 

Saturday. 

F r. Joe is leading a summer series for the Rector's Forum.  

Each Sunday, from 9:30-10:15 in the Guild Room, Fr. Joe 

will lead a class on the Apostles' Creed.  Come join us and 

discover why we believe and say what we do as Christians. 

that these cycles represent God’s days, with each day being a little less 
than two billion years.  While this does not quite fit the detailed time 
table of Genesis 1, it does suggest that that ancient writer was in fact 
onto something after all. 

Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence  
 
* The presenter is a recently retired Senior Researcher in Physics for GE, who has been 

working for years in the areas of Dark Matter and Dark Energy.  A recent interview, 
available here, gives a very simplified account of the subject, while the formal paper 
describing his research is here.   Doc I should add that we have been friends through 
Mensa for about 40 years. 

† second diagram shows increasingly shallow squiggles. 
‡ Illustrations of this concept can be found here. 
§ Doc Harry coined the term Hubblehertz (HHz) for a frequency of one vibration since 

the beginning of time; the detected oscillation would then be seven HHz with harmonics 
at 14 and 21 Hhz – this contrasts with a regular hertz = one cycle per second. 

(Continued from page 8) Seven Days 

Did you miss last week’s Children’s sermon?  Click here to watch it. 

mailto:nmoconnors@gmail.com
mailto:maryperry2@me.com
http://www.forbes.com/sites/brucedorminey/2015/06/29/physicists-claim-universe-rings-like-crystal-glass/
http://ringermacher.com/index.php/publications/56-oscillation-paper-05-21-2014
https://www.google.com/search?q=harmonics&espv=2&biw=869&bih=523&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ei=lhWeVaC-JYfLogTRxKKgBg&ved=0CAYQ_AUoAQ
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/childrens-sermons.html
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Directions: 
Pre-heat over to 350º.  In a small bowl, 
combine flour, baking powder, nutmeg 
and salt, set aside.  In a large mixer 
bowl, cream the butter, add ½ c. of 
granulated sugar and blend well.   Beat 
in the flour mixture.  Oil a 9-inch 
square cake pan and place half the 
peaches on the bottom.  Sprinkle half 
the flour mixture over the fruit.  Add the rest of the peaches and then the 
rest of the flour mixture.  In a small bowl, combine the remaining ½ cup of 
granulated sugar and the brown sugar and sprinkle over all.  Put the almond 
extract in a 1-cup measure and fill with the boiling water.  Pour over the top 
of the cobbler but do not mix.  Sprinkle with additional nutmeg and bake 
for 1 hour.  Serve warm.  Serves 6. 
 

Click here to submit your favorite recipe. 

Ingredients: 
1 c. all-purpose flour 
1 ¼ tsp. baking powder 
1 tsp. grated nutmeg 
½ tsp. salt 
2 T. butter, softened 
1 c. granulated sugar 
6-8 peaches, peeled and 
sliced 
½ c. brown sugar 
1 tsp. almond extract 
1 c. boiling water 
Grated nutmeg 

†  Old Fashioned Peach Cobbler 

St. Paul's Boot Camp Class 
Tuesday evenings 7 – 9 p.m. at St. Paul’s Church 

 

I s your Temple in need of some rebuilding?  Or are 
you looking for a way to help maintain what you 

have already built?  If so, please join us for Saint 
Paul's Boot Camp class!  All fitness levels & adult 
ages (18 & up) are welcome.  Bring a friend if you 
would like! 

Fun & fitness can go together.  Workouts are varied 
to keep your body guessing, and to provide you with a 
varied, challenging workout at YOUR fitness level.  Increase your strength, 
flexibility, cardiovascular endurance, balance & agility. 

Workouts will be held outside at the church unless weather forces us inside.  
You just need to bring a mat that can be used outdoors, & dumbbells if you have 
them.  Wear any comfortable workout clothing, cross trainers or running shoes.  
Bring your water bottle & you are ready to go! 

Sign ups required for planning purposes.  Questions?  Contact Mary Perry 
(maryperry2@me.com / 203-994-0643) or Diane Froelick (froelickd@gmail.com / 
704-609-6502). 

†  Happy Birthday to You! 
 

D ori McManus is another year older and wiser today.  Ashley Beck, Olivia Burr, 
Diane Froelick & Peter Mullen celebrate Friday!  Sunday is the big day for 

David Palmer, David Shepley, Gayle Baldelli & Phil Hannah.  Ingrid Pruss & 
James Keenan will be opening presents on Monday.  Jessica Friedly & Sandra 
Chadwick will be blowing out candles on Tuesday.  .  Have a blessed day everyone! 

†  Attention All Parents! 

S unday school is being offered all summer.  

Volunteers are needed for nursery, music and other 

fun options.  We will be focusing on The Attributes of God.  

Please contact Tara Shepley at Tbshepley@gmail.com. 

mailto:prszen@gmail.com?subject=My%20favorite%20recipe%20for%20Sword%20Points
mailto:maryperry2@me.com
mailto:Tbshepley@gmail.com
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

The Cost of Faithfulness 
 

 2 Samuel 6:1-5, 12b-19 

I n our Hebrew scripture reading King David sets out to bring the ark of the covenant 
into the new royal city of Jerusalem.  The ark proceeds into the city that David has 

captured with extravagant liturgy and is set in a tent he has prepared.  
David leads the procession in exuberant dance.  One of his wives, Saul’s 
daughter Michal, perhaps representing the old order which David is 
replacing, despises him.  With the arrival of the ark, Jerusalem becomes 
both the cultic and religious center of David’s kingdom. 

 Psalm 24 
As pilgrims go up to God’s holy place for worship, they cleanse 

themselves and praise the just Lord, who has created all things. 
 Ephesians 1:3-14 
In this reading Paul praises God for the glorious inheritance that has 

been ordained for those who are now the children of God.  Redeemed by 
the sacrifice of Christ, our freedom from sin is made possible.  Now we 
share in the mystery of God’s plan to form a universal community in 
association with Christ.  In all this we have the Holy Spirit as a kind of 
pledge or down payment for the fullness of the heritage to come. 

 Mark 6:14-29 
Our gospel story is of the death of John the Baptist by order of King 

Herod.  John the Baptist’s preaching sharply criticized Herod for his 
marriage to Herodias, who had been the wife of Herod’s brother Philip.  
Herod was intrigued and also fearful of John, but at a banquet at which 
Herodias’s daughter performed, the king rashly promised the girl 
whatever request she might make.  At her mother’s prompting, the girl 
asks for the head of John the Baptist.  John’s fearlessness, Herodias’s 
brutality, and Herod’s expediency thus intersect and lead to John’s 
martyrdom. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   
   

B uilders and Repair people.  Are you ready to get to 

work?  To replay all our sermons, audio and videos 

follow this link for The Sunday Sermons.  Check out our 

sermon archives as well. 

Mark 6:14-29 
All of this background is very 

interesting and helpful, but the 

question remains: Where is the 

Good News?  Perhaps there is 

none, and this is precisely Mark's 

point.  Just in case we are getting 

too excited and thinking this 

business of being a disciple of 

Jesus is going to be a piece of 

cake, is going to be a story of ever 

increasing fame, miracles, and 

wonders, Mark gives a story of a 

good man being executed 

because of weakness, 

capriciousness, and vengeance.  

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp10_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp10_RCL.html#response
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp10_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp10_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives.html
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†  Baby Bottle Campaign Totals 

T he Mission Committee would like to extend a 

"Thank you " to all of the St. Paul's community 

for their support of the Hopeline Change for Change 

Baby Bottle Campaign. 

A contribution of $2,026.58 dollars was sent to 

Hopeline.  We exceeded last years contribution by over 

three hundreds dollars!  
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
…..Dot Blake and other parishioners convalescing in extended care facilities. 
…..St. James’, Poquetanuck; St. Philip’s, Putnam; Christ Church, Redding. 
…..Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East. 
…..Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
…..ECCT and parish committees on investments, stewardship, finance, 
planned giving, insurance, and personnel policy. 
.….Barbara Kast, Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer, Gary 
Stein, Sue Balla, Betty Gardner, Ed Licence, Lorraine Estok, John 
Mainhart, Fr. George Hall, Alex & Lee Rybos, continued healing. 
…..the people of Liechtenstein; the people of the Republic of Slovenia; 
and our sister and brother members of the Presbyterian Church in Taiwan. 
…..Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of 
advancing ISIS forces.  Pray also for radical Muslims throughout the 
world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
…..Michael for protection with the UN peacekeeping service. 
…..Michael Curry, Presiding Bishop Elect of the Episcopal Church. 

…..St. John’s, Sandy Hook, F.A.I.T.H. Food Pantry, the recipient of our food basket 
collections for the month of July. 

…..Lebanon, for the safety of Christians, who sometimes face persecution from Islamic 
fundamentalists. 

…..Community Coffeehouse, a ministry partner of the Jericho Partnership; the Community 
Coffeehouse brings local, regional and national Christian bands to metro Danbury to 
support the local Church by increasing in Danbury's youth a sense of worship and passion 
for Jesus. 
…..the safe return of Denise’s dog. 
…..Michelle, Joyce & John Sarver’s daughter, healing of cancer. 
…..Roger Kovacs, Paul's brother, who had a stroke and is doing rehabilitation to get 
movement in his left leg and arm.  
…..Liam, age 4, recovery from recent surgery, for miracle healing and strength. 
…..Regina, recovery from esophagus surgery; for her & her family’s strength and love. 
…..Dorothy Crocker’s Aunt Dorothy, who has a tumor and is receiving radiation and 
chemotherapy.  
…..Rose Barrett & Bonnie Wanzer, quick healing and comfort. 
…..Barbara, 79, Gretchen Barbieri’s mother, for healing regarding her torn rotator cuff, 
successful dental surgery, and good test results from her biopsy. 
…..Pete, for comfort and successful healing from brain surgery  

Almighty everliving God, you are always more ready to hear than we to 

pray, and to give more than we desire or deserve; pour upon us the abun-

dance of your mercy, forgiving us those things of which our conscience is 

afraid, and giving us those things for which our prayer dares not ask.  Amen. 

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 
 

Links We Like 
 
 

Things That Make You Think 
 
 

Back Issues of Sword Points 
 
 

Presiding Bishop-elect 
Michael Curry 

preaches at General Convention 
Closing Eucharist on July 3rd. 

http://stjamespoquetanuck.ctdiocese.org/default.asp
http://www.episcopalchurch.org/parish/st-philips-episcopal-church-putnam-ct
http://christchurchredding.org/default.asp
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liechtenstein
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Slovenia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Presbyterian_Church_in_Taiwan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michael_Curry_%28bishop%29
http://www.homelessshelterdirectory.org/cgi-bin/id/foodbank.cgi?foodbank=7055
http://www.communitycoffeehouse.org/
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vj_N3OsHxxo&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vj_N3OsHxxo&feature=youtu.be
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†  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 

(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 
 
 

Opening Hymn Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates 
Gradual Hymn My God, Accept My Heart This Day Tune: St. Peter 
Offertory Hymn Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing 
Closing Hymn Sing, Ye Faithful, Sing With Gladness 

 

“Life up your heads, ye mighty gates” 
 

G eorg Weissel was born at Domnau near Königsberg, East Prussia, in 1590.  He was 
the son of Johann Weissel, a judge and mayor of the town.  He studied at the 

University of Königsberg, and then for short periods at Wittenberg, Leipzig, Jena, 
Strassburg, Bassel, an Marburg.  In 1614, he was the rector of the school at Friedland near 
Domnau, but resigned after three years to return to the University of Königsberg to resume 
his theological studies.  In 1623, he became the pastor of the newly built Altrossgart Church 
in Königsberg where he remained until his death on August 1, 1635. 

Weissel had a phenomenal poetic talent and also had the gift to be able to inspire others.  
He wrote about twenty hymns.  Most of them were for the greater festivals of the church 
year.  His earliest hymn, "Seek Where Ye May Find a Way," was written for the 
consecration of the Altrossgart Church on the Third Sunday in Advent, 1623.  The German 
pastor, George Weissel, was inspired by Psalm 24 to write this hymn.  That psalm says: 

Lift up your heads, you gates;  
yes, lift them up, you everlasting doors,  
and the King of glory will come in.  
Who is this King of glory?  
Yahweh of Armies is the King of glory! (Psalm 24:9-10). 

In that psalm, David was calling the people of Jerusalem to prepare for the coming of 
the Ark of the Covenant into the city - the Ark that was destined to reside in the Holy of 
Holies, the holiest part of the temple - the Ark that represented the presence of the Lord 
among the people.  David was calling his people to open the gates so that the Lord could 
enter their city - so that God could dwell among them and be Lord of their lives. 

In like manner, this hymn calls us to open the gates of our hearts so that the Lord can 
enter there.  It calls us to make our heart a temple - a holy place fit for the Lord's presence - 
a place "adorned with prayer and love and joy." 

As we sing this hymn, consider whether you have invited God to dwell in your heart.  
Consider whether you have invited God to dwell in your home.  Consider whether you have 
welcomed God to be a part of your life. 

For more 

info on this 

memorable 

trip talk 

with Pam 

or David 

Szen  

†  Start Spreading the News! 
 

“F or his own unfathomable reasons, God chooses to 

disguise himself when he comes to this planet, and 

there have been few disguises better than the church.”  

- Mark Galli, Chaos and Grace: Discovering the Liberating 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G9sLSQKeya0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8qCV1jrJ2xs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_xitbuXL7r0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0DG_ugr7yUI
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/414405.Mark_Galli
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/18053952
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Now that’s funny!” 

 

(And Christian Fellowship) 
Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   

† It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks 
Sword Points: 

 

K aroline Barrett, Dorothy 
Crocker, Carol Ferro, Steve 

Hemming, Diane Loring, Bill Loring, 
Beth Miller, Nicole O’Connors, 
Patrick O’Connors, Mary Perry, 
Kirsten Peterson, Bill Schrull, Joe 
Shepley, 
Sarah 
Shepley, 
Tara 
Shepley, 
David Szen, 
Pam Szen, 
Bonnie 
Wanzer & 
Gail 
Winkley. 

L ast Sunday we decided to check out the new 

temporary 

nursery location in 

Crocker Hall and 

stumbled upon a one-

man comedy show as 

this young boy was 

entertaining his 

church school 

teachers with riddles.  

With all due respect, 

this was more fun 

that listening to a 

sermon!  

 

 
 

 

Selfie(s) with the Father(s) 

http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000428757685
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ikAfK4VEVCg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ikAfK4VEVCg

