
   

 

†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Aug 20 - 7:30 pm - Healing Team, Guild Room 

Sat, Aug 22 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

   10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 

   11:00 am - St. Paul’s Quilters, Crocker Hall 

   11:00 am - House of Prayer, Sanctuary 

Sun, Aug 23 - 13th Sunday after Pentecost 

   8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream) 

   9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

   10:30 am - Summer Sunday School, Guild Room 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion 

Mon, Aug 24 - St. Bartholomew, Apostle 

Tue, Aug 25 - 7:00 pm - Boot Camp, Meadow 

Wed, Aug 26 - 10:00 am - Holy Communion II & Healing 

   7:00 pm - Ladies Evening Bible Study, Guild Room 

Sat, Aug 29 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

   10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 

   11:00 am - House of Prayer, Sanctuary 

Sun, Aug 30 - 14th Sunday after Pentecost 

   8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream) 

   9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

   10:30 am - Summer Sunday School, Guild Room 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion 

 

  www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com (203) 775-9587 August 20, 2015 

Transforming Transforming 

Lives Through Lives Through 

Jesus ChristJesus Christ  Sword Points 

Click Below to 

†  How Will You Answer Fr. Joe’s Question? 
 

I n Father Joe’s last sermon before his sabbatical, he prayed for us that God would do a 
mighty work in us as well as himself during the next six 

weeks - all to prepare us for the future. 
So, he posed the question to the St. Paul’s church family: 
 

How is God calling each of us to give ourselves away to 
become part of something bigger? 

 

What might God have next for us? 
 

How can you say Yes to God First in your Life?  In what 
ways is He calling you to be used by Him to serve others? 

 

In order to help you along these upcoming weeks, at each 
coffee hour, there will be a different handout/worksheet each 
Sunday to keep this important Question top of mind.  We can 
also support each other as we all step out into the new territory that God has for each of us - 
individually and collectively we are part of something bigger. 

If you have questions or comments, please see David Williams, Mary Perry or any 
member of the Vestry - we are committed to supporting the St. Paul’s Church Family Say 
Yes to God! 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
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†  The Question? 
 

How is God calling each of us to give ourselves away 
to become part of something bigger? 

 

Word for the week:  WISDOM 
 

N eed wisdom?  We all do. 
And the good news is that God wants to give it to you.  He is eager to do so. 

Just like it pleased God when Solomon asked for wisdom (1 Kings 3:7-14), it pleases 
God when we ask for wisdom.  It’s God's nature to give.  
He is a giving God. 
 The Bible says in James 1:5, “If any of you lacks 
wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all 
without finding fault, and it will be given to him.” (NIV) 
This verse says three things about how God gives 
wisdom.  He does so: 
...Continually. "Ask God who gives ..." In Greek this is 
in the continuous tense.  He keeps on giving.  He doesn't 
run out of energy.  He never wears out. 
...Generously.  God’s resources are unlimited.  He has 
enough resources for everyone.  He's got plenty of 
wisdom to go around. 
...Cheerfully.  James says God gives “without finding 
fault.”  God loves to give.  It’s in his nature to give!  
Don’t get embarrassed to ask.  He wants to give you 
wisdom! 
 

This devotional ©2013 by Rick Warren.  All rights reserved. 

SAVE THE DATE! 
 

A Joyful Noise 
Join us in the meadow on Sunday, October 4th at 4 

PM to make a joyful noise to the Lord and to 

welcome Father Joe and Tara back! 

There will be a potluck supper and singing around 

the campfire.  Are you famous in your family for 

your scrumptious chili?  Then share it at The 

Great Chili Cook-off!  Are desserts 

your forte?  Then enter your pie in our 

Apple Pie Contest!  Mark your calendars 

for this fun autumn event. 

So that we get a chance to share with Father Joe our answer to his question, there will 
be a special coffee hour between services on Sunday, October 4th at 9:30.  Everyone can 
grab a cup of coffee, and share either as a group or privately with Fr. Joe how God 
worked in you over the past six weeks and how you said Yes to God! 
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By perseverance the snail reached the ark.           - Charles Spurgeon 

†  Work Principles from King David - Principle # 10 
 

Hard times offer opportunities for great growth 
 

I f I asked you what was King David’s greatest moment for God, you might first think 
of how he killed Goliath.  But I would propose to you that the way David handled his 

years of running from Saul and living in caves were truly his shining moments. 
For all those years that David had to live like a fugitive, he must have wondered if he 

would even survive, let alone rise to the throne.  It would have been easy enough for David 
to doubt God’s promise to him then.  That ceremony when Samuel anointed him as king - 
that must have seemed like a dream during those cave years. 

I think David’s greatest moments are those times when he had an easy opportunity to 
kill King Saul, who was trying to kill him, and he refused to do so because he knew it 
was wrong to touch the Lord’s anointed king, and Saul was still the king.  His soldiers 
urged him to take advantage of his opportunities to kill Saul; they even suggested that 
God had set it up for him.  But David would not violate his conscience and do 
something that went against his principles.  To me, those are David’s greatest moments 

for God. 
 It was those cave years that 
shaped David’s character and built 
into him a strong commitment to do 
what was right.  It was those cave years 
that produced some of his most powerful 
psalms, words that have comforted 
millions through the ages.  It was during 
those cave years that David learned a lot 
about leadership and motivation, as his 
small army of misfits had to be made 
into a fighting force. 
 If you are in the midst of some hard 

times right now, have you asked God what He wants you to learn through these difficult 
days?  Paul wrote to the Galatians: "Have you suffered so much for nothing - if it really was 
for nothing?"  Everybody has hard times, but not everybody learns from them and grows 
through them.  That is our choice - will we become bitter or better? 

I pray that your hard times will produce great growth in your life, and you’ll see your 
ashes turned into beauty. 

I hope you’ve found these principles from the life of King David helpful to you. 
 

by Mary Whelchel, Founder of The Christian Working Woman 

†  Prayer Tent Events 
 

T he Beyond the Red 
Door Ministry will 

be serving with a prayer 
tent and prayer servants at 
the following upcoming 
community events: 

 

Monday, September 7th 10 am - Newtown Labor Day Parade Fair on the Middle School 
Grounds. 

Saturday, September 26th - Jericho’s Athletes of Christ Walk/Breakfast.  We are 
inviting the parish to register to walk and we will be there with the prayer tent - FREE 
Breakfast! 

Friday, October 30th - St. Paul’s Trunk or Treat.  Prayer tent and Prayer Servants. 
We could use prayer servants to schedule to attend, as well as volunteers to help set up/

take down.  Please contact Mary Perry (maryperry2@me.com) if you are able to support us! 

“God whispers to us in our pleasures, speaks in our conscience, but shouts in our pain: 
it is His megaphone to rouse a deaf world.”   - C.S. Lewis 

http://www.blogger.com/profile/02769032627628738160
mailto:maryperry2@me.com
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A s part of our outreach, 

St. Paul’s donates gift 

cards and non-perishable 

items to six area food 

pantries.  The non-perishable 

items are provided by our 

generous congregation and 

are truly appreciated.  Donations for 

the food pantry can be left in the basket at 

the back of the 

church.  Delivery is 

made to one food 

pantry each month.  

Thank you. 

†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

Monday, August 24th 

St. Bartholomew, the Apostle 

T he name "Bartholomew" appears in 
the New Testament only on lists of 

the names of the twelve apostles.  This list 
normally is given as six pairs, and the third 
pair in each of the Synoptics is "Philip and 
Bartholomew" (M 10:3; P 3:18; L 6:14; and 
A 1:13). 

John gives no list of the Twelve, but 
refers to more of them individually than 

the Synoptists.  He does not name 
Bartholomew, but early in his account 
(John 1:43-50) he tells of the call to 
discipleship of a Nathaniel who is 
often supposed to be the same 
person. 
 The reasoning is as follows: 
John's Nathanael is introduced as 

one of the earliest followers of Jesus, 
and in terms which suggest that he 

became one of the Twelve.  He is clearly 
not the same as Peter, Andrew, James, John, 
Philip, Thomas, Judas Iscariot, Judas (Jude--
not Iscariot, also called Lebbaeus, or 
Thaddeus), all of whom John names 
separately.  He is not Matthew, whose call is 

described differently (M 9:9).  This leaves 
Bartholomew, James the son of Alpheus, and 
Simon Zelotes.  Of these, Bartholomew is the 
leading candidate for two reasons: 

(1) "Bar-tholomew" is a patronymic, 
meaning "son of Tolmai (or Talmai)."  It is 
therefore likely that he had another name. (A 
historical novel which may not be well 
researched informs me that a first-century 
Jew would be likely to use the patronymic 
instead of the forename as a mark of respect 
in speaking to a significantly older Jew.)  
"Nathanael son of Tolmai" seems more likely 
than "Nathanael also called James (or 
Simon)." 

(2) Nathanael is introduced in John's 
narrative as a friend of Philip.  Since 
Bartholomew is paired with Philip on three 
of our four lists of Apostles, it seems likely 
that they were associated. 

We have no certain information about 
Bartholomew's later life.  Some writers, 
including the historian Eusebius of Caesarea 
(now Har Qesari, 32:30 N 34:54 E, near 
Sedot Yam), say that he preached in India.  
The majority tradition, with varying details, 
is that Bartholomew preached in Armenia, 
and was finally skinned alive and beheaded 
to Albanus or Albanopolis (now Derbent, 
42:03 N 48:18 E) on the Caspian Sea.  His 
emblem in art is a flaying knife. The flayed 
Bartholomew can be seen in Michelangelo's 
Sistine painting of the Last Judgement. He is 
holding his skin.  The face on the skin is 
generally considered to be a self-portrait of 
Michelangelo. 

written by James Kiefer 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Testament
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Twelve_apostles#The_Twelve_Apostles
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Synoptic_Gospels
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=212741417
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=212741468
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=212741489
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=212741784
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=212741855
http://www.missionstclare.com/english/people/jun29.html
http://www.missionstclare.com/english/people/nov30.html
http://www.missionstclare.com/english/people/jul25.html
http://www.missionstclare.com/english/people/dec27.html
http://www.missionstclare.com/english/people/may1.html
http://www.missionstclare.com/english/people/dec21.html
http://www.missionstclare.com/english/people/oct28.html
http://www.missionstclare.com/english/people/sep21.html
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=212742242
http://www.missionstclare.com/english/people/may1.html
http://www.missionstclare.com/english/people/oct28.html
http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/patronymic
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eusebius
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/judaica/ejud_0002_0018_0_17921.html
http://india.gov.in/
http://www.gov.am/en/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Derbent
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caspian_Sea
http://www.planetgast.net/symbols/apostles/bartholo.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Last_judgement.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Last_judgement.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Last_judgement.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michelangelo
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Did you miss last week’s Children’s sermon?  Click here to watch it. 

†  Praying for Our Children 
 

B ack to school can be stressful for everyone - the change back to schedules, new 
classes, new schools, new locations, new friends, etc.  can impact not just the kids, 

but the parents, friends, neighbors and relatives alike. 
In order to support our church family (and especially 

our children) during this season, we will be 
holding – “Praying for our Children” 
prayer groups on the following dates: 

 

Monday, August 31:  7 - 8 pm. 
Wednesday,  September 16:  7 - 8 pm. 
Monday, September 28:  7 - 8 pm 
 

This is open to anyone who simply 
knows or has children of any age (0 - adult 
children!). 

All meetings start promptly at 7 and end at 8 pm in 
the Guild Room.  Please let Mary Perry know  
(maryperry2@me.com) if you will be attending.  If you cannot attend, 
please feel free to email Mary your prayer requests to be included in the community prayer. 

If there is interest, this group may continue on as a prayer/book club after this initial 
series. 

†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

August 20th 

Bernard 
Abbott of Clairvaux, 1153 

 

B ernard, fiery defender of the Church in the twelfth century, 
was famed for the ardor with which he preached love for God 

“without measure.”  He was completely absorbed, even to the neglect 
of his own health, in support of the purity, doctrine, and prerogatives 
of the Church.  He fulfilled his own definition of a holy man: “seen to 
be good and charitable, holding back nothing for himself, but using 
his every gift for the common good.” 

Bernard was the son of a knight and landowner who lived near 
Dijon, France.  He was born in 1090 and given a secular education, 
but in 1113 he entered the Benedictine Abbey of Citeaux.  His family 

was not pleased with his choice of a monastic life, but he nevertheless persuaded four of his 
brothers and about twenty-six of his friends to join him in establishing a monastery at 
Clairvaux in 1115.  During the following ten years, Bernard denied himself sleep that he 
might have time to write letters and sermons.  He preached so persuasively that sixty new 
Cistercian abbeys were founded, all affiliated with Clairvaux.  By 1140, his writings had 
made him one of the most influential figures in Christendom.  He participated actively in 
every controversy that threatened the Church.  He was an ardent critic of Peter Abelard’s 
attempt to reconcile inconsistencies of doctrine by reason, because he felt that such an 
approach was a downgrading of the mysteries. 

When a former monk of Clairvaux was elected Pope, as Eugenius III, Bernard became 
his troubleshooter.  He preached the Crusade against the Albigensians, and the Second 
Crusade to liberate Jerusalem, winning much support for the latter in France and Germany.  
When that Crusade ended in disaster, Bernard was roundly attacked for having supported it.  
He died soon after in 1153.  He was canonized in 1174. 

Among Bernard’s writings are treatises on papal duty, on love, on the veneration of 
Mary, and a commentary on the Song of Songs.  Among well known hymns, he is credited 
with having written “O sacred head sore wounded,” “Jesus, the very thought of thee,” and 
“Jesus, thou joy of loving hearts.” 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/childrens-sermons.html
mailto:maryperry2@me.com
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Name Tags - Please be courteous to your fellow parishioners, to newcomers, 
our visiting clergy and guests by extending a warm welcome to them and by 
wearing your name tag.  And remember to wear them to coffee hour as well. 

†  A Grand Display 
by Steve Hemming 

 

“After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, 
saying, “Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your exceedingly great 
reward.”  Genesis 15:1 

I  woke up very early last Friday morning to watch the meteor showers over by our 
local reservoir.  It was just the Lord, me, and billions of stars.  As I sat out in the 

dark, looking up into the heavens, I thought of Abraham (then Abram), when God took him 
outside, and made this promise; “Look now toward heaven, and count the stars if you are 
able to number them.”  And He said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” (Genesis 15:5, 
see also 26:24).  And the next verse tells us because Abram believed what the Lord told 
him, God accounted it to him for righteousness. 

I can tell you that watching the wonder of a multitude of stars streaking across the sky 
certainly solidified my belief in our Almighty God, Creator of the heavens, earth, moon and 
stars.  I felt extremely special, as though our Father was presenting this grand display solely 
for my pleasure.  As a result of this attention I received from the Lord, I saw myself as 
righteous in His eyes, which of course, you and I both already are, because we believe in 
God, as Paul the Apostle wrote in Romans 4:24-25; the same righteousness credited to 
Abraham is also imputed to us who believe in Him who raised up Jesus our Lord from the 
dead. 

As I sat there in awe while stars shot off in many different directions around me, I could 
truly comprehend that God alone is our exceedingly great reward.  I had want for no one or 
nothing else.  As I watched God’s magnificence demonstrated about me, David’s words 
from Psalm 16:5-6 rang true in my heart; “O Lord, You are the portion of my inheritance 
and my cup; You maintain my lot.  The lines have fallen to me in pleasant places; Yes, I 
have a good inheritance.” 

 

“When I consider Your heavens, the work of Your fingers, the moon 
and the stars, which You have ordained, what is man that You are mindful 
of him, and the son of man that You visit him?”  Psalm 8:3-4 
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Contact Debbie Delaventura at (860) 350-3513 

doodlehm@charter.net 

“...N o one can come to me 
unless it is granted by 

the Father...”  Through our Baptism, we 
have been granted that supreme gift for the 
whole of our lives.  Does the stewardship 
of our lives reflect our unceasing gratitude 
to God for His unfailing mercy to us? 

mailto:doodlehm@charter.net
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†  Scholarly Speaking 

 

What Happens at Communion? I 
 

T his question actually has two distinct (though related) parts: 
what happens to the bread and wine at the Consecration, and 

what happens to the person on receiving the Sacrament?  It should be 
noted at the outset that this double question applies to no other 
sacrament.  The blessing of water for Baptism, or of oil for anointing, or 
of a ring for marriage, are all customary ways of setting apart these 
substances for sacramental use but are not necessary to the sacrament.* 

Let us start by considering the elements (the bread and wine).  For 
several weeks now our Sunday Gospels have been taken from the sixth 
chapter of John, starting with the feeding of the multitude and 
continuing with a lengthy discourse on eating his flesh and drinking his blood.  Although 
the context here is independent of the Last Supper, the language clearly relates to the 
accounts of that event in the other Gospels and in Paul.  These passages, and many early 
Christian writings including the Didache (probably ca. 100), St. Ignatius (106), Justin 

Martyr (ca. 150), Tertullian (ca. 200), St. Ambrose (d. 397) and 
Augustine  (ca. 400)† all tend to identify eating and drinking the 
bread and wine with taking the Body and Blood of Christ, but 
avoid trying to explain how it happens, though there does seem 
to be an assumption that some form of Eucharistic prayer is part 
of the process, and that some actual change takes place.  For the 
first millennium of the Christian era, however, the nature of the 
change was generally regarded as a mystery to be accepted rather 
than explained; a view that is still normative in the Eastern 
Churches.  ‘Real Presence’ or ‘Objective Presence’ are widely 
used to express this view, and are generally compatible with the 

more specific theories that developed later. 
The term transubstantiation began to appear in Western theology in the 12th century, and 

was enshrined in Roman Catholic teaching in the Lateran Council of 1215.  St. Thomas 
Aquinas, writing later in the 13th century developed this definition using the 
concepts of Aristotle’s Physics, which had recently 
reentered Western thought, using the distinction between 
‘substance’ (the essential reality of a thing) and ‘accident’ 
or ‘species’ (the touch, taste, smell, appearance, and feel 
that could be used to describe the object).  The teaching 
holds that substance and accidents are independent of each 
other so that the bread and wine can be wholly replaced by 
Christ’s Body and Blood while retaining all their accidents.  
Later (1551) the Council of Trent reaffirmed 
transubstantiation with a more detailed definition: “that 

wonderful and singular conversion of the whole substance of the bread 
into the Body, and of the whole substance of the wine into the Blood - 
the species only of the bread and wine remaining - which conversion indeed the Catholic 
Church most aptly calls Transubstantiation” Aquinas’ contemporary Duns Scotus proposed 
the alternate theory of consubstantiation, holding that the Body and Blood wholly entered 
into the elements without changing either, much as in the Incarnation the divine Christ 
united with the human one without changing either.  This too is also presented in 
Aristotelian terms and has never found much acceptance, though a variant of it was adopted 

by the 14th - 15th century Lollards.‡ 
 Most of the 16th century Reformers rejected both 
Transubstantiation and Aristotelian categories (the latter, 
not so much as wrong, but as inappropriate to theology).  
Luther set forth a doctrine of “Sacramental Union,” 
holding that Christ is truly received "in, with and under the 

(Continued on page 9) 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=307024232
mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
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 A Christian 

Alternative 

to Yoga 

TRANSFORM YOUR WORKOTRANSFORM YOUR WORKOTRANSFORM YOUR WORKOUTS INTOUTS INTOUTS INTO   

WORSHIP WITH PRAISEMWORSHIP WITH PRAISEMWORSHIP WITH PRAISEMOVES OVES OVES ------      

THE CHRISTIAN ALTERNTHE CHRISTIAN ALTERNTHE CHRISTIAN ALTERNATIVE TO YOGA ATIVE TO YOGA ATIVE TO YOGA    

Deep Stretching, Gentle Movement, and 
Strong Scripture 

combine for flexibility and strength. 

Classes held in Crocker Hall each Saturday at 

10 am with 

Mary Perry, Certified PraiseMoves Instructor 

Drop by or Email Mary with questions at 

maryperry2@me.com 

Mary says, 
“Swoop your 

arms up!” 

Save-the-Date 
Join the volunteer force & work alongside your St. Paul’s friends for 

our 3rd Jericho Good Neighbor Service Day on Saturday, October 3rd.  
Fr. Joe will be back from sabbatical and has plans to join us. 

As always, breakfast will be served as we gather in the parking lot 
at St. Paul’s Church on Spring Street, Danbury.  Jericho will provide 
opportunities for us to serve the community and we will have time 

to enjoy lunch together. 
Our previous service days have been very successful with children as young 

as 3 working side-by-side with their parents in a variety of jobs. 

forms of consecrated bread and wine."§  Practices 
vary in the different Lutheran churches but they 
agree that the presence is both real and objective.  
In Calvin’s view the presence of Christ is not 
physical, and involves no change in the elements, 
but those who come in faith do receive Christ 
through a spiritual union of the elements with the 
heavenly Christ.  Zwingli taught a more symbolic 
approach in which Communion raises a subjective 
response in the believer but without objective 
significance.  This view is common among Baptists and other Evangelicals, and in general 
they avoid the term sacrament, using instead the word ‘Ordinance.’ 

To Be Continued. 
Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence  

 
* In an emergency baptism any water may be used (BCP p. 313), the blessing of the ring is optional (BCP p. 

427), and the laying on of hands may always be substituted for anointing (BCP pp. 308, 456), while in other 
cases there is no material outward sign. 

† Retrieved 8/19/15 from Wikipedia s.v. Transubstantiation. 
‡ Retrieved 8/19/15 from Wikipedia s.v. Consubstantiation. 
§ Retrieved 8/19/15 from Wikipedia s.v. Real presence of Christ in the Eucharist. 

(Continued from page 8) What Happens at Communion 

mailto:maryperry2@me.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Transubstantiation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Consubstantiation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Real_presence_of_Christ_in_the_Eucharist
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†  Start Spreading the News! 
 

“W hy do you call Me, 'Lord, Lord,' and do not do 

what I say?”  (Luke 6:46) 

Holy Bible: King James Version    

 

St. Paul's Boot Camp Class 
Tuesday evenings 7 – 9 p.m. at St. Paul’s Church 

 

I s your Temple in need of some rebuilding?  Or are you looking for a way to 
help maintain what you have already built?  If so, please 

join us for Saint Paul's Boot Camp class!  All fitness 
levels & adult ages (18 & up) are welcome.  Bring a 
friend if you would like! 

Fun & fitness can go together.  Workouts are varied 
to keep your body guessing, and to provide you with a 
varied, challenging workout at YOUR fitness level.  Increase 
your strength, flexibility, cardiovascular endurance, balance & agility. 

Workouts will be held outside at the church unless weather forces us inside.  
You just need to bring a mat that can be used outdoors, & dumbbells if you have 
them.  Wear any comfortable workout clothing, cross trainers or running shoes.  
Bring your water bottle & you are ready to go! 

Sign ups required for planning purposes.  Questions?  Contact Mary Perry 
(maryperry2@me.com / 203-994-0643) or Diane Froelick (froelickd@gmail.com / 
704-609-6502). 

T he Ladies Evening Bible Study is exploring a six week 

study, What Happens When Women Say Yes to God.  In 

this exciting, interactive workbook for Lysa TerKeurst's DVD 

series based on her popular book What Happens When Women 

Say Yes to God, women personally explore God's joy and 

purpose for their lives through insightful questions and steps, 

special verses, and examples from the DVD's six sections.  

Please contact Dori McManus if you have any questions at 

(203) 788-1977 or at dorimcmanus@snet.net. 

Remaining 
Bible Study Time and 

Dates: 
 

Wednesdays from 
7:00 – 8:30 pm 

 

August 26th 
September 2nd 

Directions: 
Heat ¼ c. sugar, lemon juice and ¼ c. water in a 
saucepan over medium-high heat, stirring until the 
sugar dissolves.  Remove from heat and stir in 
almond extract. 
Brush both sides of each slice of cake with the 
syrup. Cut the slices into 1-inch cubes. 
  Beat the remaining 2/3 c. sugar and the cream cheese with a mixer on 
medium speed until smooth and light.  Add the cream and beat on medium-
high until smooth and the consistency of whipped cream. 

  Arrange half of the cake cubes in the bottom of a 13-cup trifle dish.  Sprinkle evenly with 
a layer of blueberries.  Dollop half of the cream mixture over the blueberries and gently 
spread.  Top with a layer of strawberries.  Layer the remaining cake cubes on top of the 
strawberries, then sprinkle with more blueberries and top with the remaining cream.  Finish 
with the remaining strawberries and blueberries, arranging them in a decorative  pattern. 
  Cover and refrigerate 1 hour. 
 

Click here to submit your favorite recipe. 

†  Berry Trifle 

Ingredients: 
¼ c. plus 2/3 c. sugar 
¼ c. fresh lemon juice 
¼ tsp. almond extract 
1 pre-made angel food cake, cut 

into 1-inch slices 
1 lb. cream cheese at room 

temperature 
2 c. heavy cream at room 

temperature 
2 pints blueberries 
2 pints strawberries, hulled and 

sliced  

http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/6405906
mailto:maryperry2@me.com
mailto:dorimcmanus@snet.net
mailto:prszen@gmail.com?subject=My%20favorite%20recipe%20for%20Sword%20Points
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The Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study will be studying Joshua 
starting Tuesday, September, 8th at 9:15 in the Guild Room. 
 

F or centuries 
God 

promised to give 
the land of Canaan 
to the family of 
Abraham.  With 
the seasoned 
commander 
Joshua as His 
general, the Lord 
leads His army to 
take possession of 
its inheritance. 

This Bible study on the book of Joshua examines the unforgettable lessons God 
taught His people about Himself and what it means to be a citizen of His Kingdom. - 
Click here for more info. 

Come study with us and become more enlightened, Tuesdays from 9:15 -11 am.  
Please register by August 18th, by calling or emailing, Debbi Pomeroy at (203) 312-
6992 or debbi415@aol.com.  Workbooks are $10. 

†  On Location: Solomon’s Temple 
 

F or centuries, scholars have searched in vain for any remnant of Solomon’s Temple 
(or First Tempe) mentioned this week’s Old Testament reading.  The fabled 

Jerusalem sanctuary, described in such exacting detail in 1 Kings 6, was no doubt one the 
most stunning 
achievements of King 
Solomon in the Bible, yet 
nothing of the building 
itself has been found 
because excavation on 
Jerusalem’s 
Temple Mount, 
site of the 
Temple of King 
Solomon, is 
impossible. 
We do know it 

was in Jerusalem and somewhere in the vicinity of the current Dome of the Rock 
on the Temple Mount.  There seems to be as many theories as to its location as the 

number of articles turned up in a 
Google search.  Click on this 
article called “Locating Solomon’s 
Temple” which seems to imply 
that recently uncovered steps could 
have been part of the original steps 
leading up to the First Temple. 
 If so, each of our groups on our 
pilgrimages to the Holy Land have 
been on those steps.  One thing 
that almost no one disputes is that these steps 
were here during the Second Temple period 
two thousand years ago and that Jesus would 
have climbed these very steps himself. 

http://www.navpress.com/Joshua/dp/0891091211?field_availability=-1&field_browse=8448144011&id=Joshua&ie=UTF8&refinementHistory=brandtextbin%2Csubjectbin%2Ccolor_map%2Cprice%2Csize_name&searchBinNameList=brandtextbin%2Csubjectbin%2Ccolor_map%2Cprice%2Csize_
mailto:debbi415@aol.com
http://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/biblical-sites-places/temple-at-jerusalem/the-doorways-of-solomons-temple/
http://templemountlocation.com/earlyTemple.htm
http://templemountlocation.com/earlyTemple.htm
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 † Vestry Meeting 
August 12th 

Opening: Mary Perry opened the meeting 
with prayer at 7:31 pm.  Bill Schrull led a 
Bible study on the topic of “Being Single 
Minded” I Kings 18: 20 – 21.  The question 
of who will you follow, who will you 
worship, God or Satan?  Genesis 3: 1 – 6.  
Stephanie Bernardo gave her testimony of 
attending St. Paul’s for 13 years and also 
gave a testimony of the wonderful events at 
the Mission Trip to Toronto and the blessing 
that came out of that time.  VISION!  The 
May minutes were approved as circulated. 
 

Treasurer’s Report: Chuck reported that 
July’s expenses exceeded income by - 

$1,835.  Our YTD expenses exceed our 
income by - $7,043.  This is better than 2014 
so no concerns at this time due to the slower 
Summer month trends.  The Building 
Account has a balance of $56,600 with 
$167,200 in pledges still to come in.  A time 
of prayer and thanksgiving for our improved 
financial situation followed the report. 
 

Committee Reports: Pat Jennings reported 
that the Women’s Retreat Weekend had 
a$1,748 loss which was very disappointing, 
but there were so many blessing that came 
out of the weekend and was considered a big 
success.  Joyful Noise is being planned in 
October for all to come together and sing and 
praise the Lord.  It is schedule for 4:00 pm 
on October 4th.  Stephen Ministry is going 
well and has the capacity for more care 
receivers.  Pat was invited to speak at St. 
Stephen’s Ridgefield, CT to give insight into 
the success of Stephen Ministry success.  
Beyond the Red Door has three (3) events 

planned in the Fall, Newtown Labor Day 
Parade, Trunk or Treat and a 
Christian Event.  Written 
reports were submitted 
by: Mary Perry on 
Wellness Ministry, 
Prayer and Healing Team 
and Boot Camp, and Dave 
Allen on Property. 
 

Rector’s Report: We are moving forward 
in mission and it is exciting to be a part of St. 
Paul’s and looking to the Holy Spirit to be 
the head of the church.  Shaw and Julie 
Mudge will be handling the Sunday services 

through October 4th return of Fr. Joe. 
 

Old Business:  David Williams 
reported on Policies & Procedures has 
been edited by the Vestry and is being 
finalized.  The goal is to have a 
completed Policies & Procedures 
Manual to be handed out at our January 

Annual Meeting.  Phase II Construction is 
progressing nicely.  The space is being 
upgraded to have controlled heating and air 
conditioning in each of the rooms.  The 
windows are being insulated to improve the 
energy efficiency . 
 

New Business:  “The Question”  Fr. Joe 
gave a call out as to “How will God call each 
of us at this season in our lives at St. Paul’s 
to give our lives away?  When Fr. Joe returns 
in October he is anxious to hear answers to 
that challenging question.  On October 4th, 
there will be a coffee hour to share  and give 
our answers to the question of giving away 
our lives to Christ . 
 

Visioning: Topics: Testimonies, Bible 
Study, Young Families & Ministry. 
 

Closing: The meeting was closed with 
corporate prayer at 9:15 pm. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
David Williams, Warden 

T he Rector's Forum meets Sundays from 9:30

-10:15 in the Guild Room for a discussion 

on the week’s scriptures using the Synthesis 

study guides.  Starting on September 13th the 

Forum will be studying the Book of Revelation. 
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†  Official Prayer of the Sword Points Editorial Board 

A lmighty God, keep us, we pray thee, from thinking of ourselves more highly than 

we ought to think, and ready at all times to step aside for others, that the cause of 

Christ may be advanced; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

C onsider joining us for our “Becoming a Prayer Servant” training this fall.  In an 
attempt to make it easier to attend, we have broken the class schedule into two half 

days: Sunday, October 11 and Sunday, October 18 from 1 - 5.  A working lunch will be 
provided.  This class covers topics such as: 

1.  Biblical Guidance about Prayer. 
2.  Partnering with the Holy Spirit in prayer. 
3.  Preparation and the five step model of prayer for and with someone. 
4.  The Holy Spirit’s Gifts empower service and more. 
 

Additionally, there will be a module on Street Team Ministry - Do’s and Don’ts (new as 
we go out Beyond the Red Doors). 

1.  As we are continually called further and further Beyond the Red Doors, praying with 
people is the simplest and most powerful way to come alongside someone 
and be the love of Christ.  All we need to do is be obedient - the outcome is 

not up to us but to Him. 
2.  All the Healing and Service ministries involve prayer and it will be a great 

foundation for the congregation to have the Vestry trained as well. 
3.  This training will give you an amazing grounding in the 
power you have in the Authority of Jesus, and truly allows 

you to be closer to Him as you serve Him in many capacities:  
Prayer and Healing team, Stephen Ministry, Beyond the Red Door, 
Vestry, Jericho, Youth Group, etc.  And, you may have new 

ministries that you are called to, right around the corner!  The Prayer and Healing Team for 
example is actively looking for new Prayer Servants that are being called to serve in the 
ministry. 

4.  This training is beneficial and will enrich your prayer life as you pray for yourself, 
family, friends and neighbors! 

The cost of the book is $18 and scholarships are available.  You may or may not know 
how you will be called to use this deepening of your skills, but He certainly does. 

Please pray about this training.  Let Mary Perry know (maryperry2@me.com) you will 
be attending by September 15th - the books will be distributed before the start of class for 
pre-reading. 

- Mary Perry 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“If it does not please you to serve the Lord, decide 

today whom you will serve…As for me and my household, 

we will serve the Lord.”    (Joshua 24:15) 
 

W hen we commit to serve the Lord, we must be 

willing to become a partner in the work of the 

Lord.  A partner is a person who invests their time, talent 

and treasure.  If we say we serve God, we must actually do 

something and not merely talk about it! 

mailto:maryperry2@me.com
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†  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 

 

Opening Hymn  Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above 
Gradual Hymn  Help Us, O Lord, to Learn 
Offertory Hymn  How Lovely Is Thy Dwelling Place 
Closing Hymn  Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus 

 

“Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above” 
 

M artin Luther led the Protestant Reformation in Germany, beginning with the 
posting of his 95 Theses in 1517.  By the time 

of his death in 1546, the Lutheran Church in Germany 
was strong - strong and zealous.  However, as so often 
happens, that zeal cooled considerably over the next 
century.  By the mid-1600s, the Lutheran Church in 
Germany was still quite correct doctrinally but cool 
with regard to zeal. 

Philip Spener became the pastor of a Lutheran 
congregation in Frankfurt am Main in the mid-1600s, and effected a revival by fervent 
preaching that emphasized repentance, personal piety, and discipleship.  He encouraged 
prayer and Bible study as a means to personal spiritual growth.  He spelled out his five 
guiding principles in a document entitled Pia Desideria (Pious Desires).  These included: 

• The increased use of scripture 
• Lay participation in small groups, emphasizing prayer and Bible study 
• A balance of faith and actions 
• An emphasis on a pious clergy 
• Sermons that encourage an active faith 
Not only did the church that Spener was serving in Frankfurt prosper, but a pietistic 

movement swept across Germany through his influence. 
An enthusiastic member of Spener's congregation was a young attorney, Johann Jakob 

Schütz, who not only encouraged Spener's work but also wrote hymns.  He wrote "Sing 
Praise to God Who Reigns Above" in 1675, and published it in a collection of hymns that 
same year. 

The hymn is usually sung to the tune, "Mit Freuden Zart" ("With great delight!") - the 
perfect name for this joyful hymn. 

Schütz died in 1690 at the age of 50.  This hymn is his most enduring legacy.  An 
Oxford scholar, Frances Elizabeth Cox (1812-1897), translated this and many other German 
hymns into English.  It was first published in English in 1841 in a collection entitled, 
"Sacred Hymns from the German." 

Copyright 2008, Richard Niell Donovan 

J esus said to his disciples: 
 
   "In this world you will have trouble.  

But take heart!  I have overcome the 
world." John 16:33 
 
www.persecution.com 

†  Happy Birthday to You! 
 

B rittany Chengeri celebrates tomorrow!  Have a blessed day 
Brittany! 

Quite correct 

doctrinally but cool 

with regard to zeal 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g95ctmV7b4A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Rf93cTsAn4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JiJ0Hftosuk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3N0hxOnAFGM
http://www.persecution.com/
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

Spirit and Life 
 
 1 Kings 8:1, 6, 10-11, 22-30, 41-43  

I n the Hebrew scripture lesson Solomon offers praise to the Lord and prays that the 
newly built temple may be a house for the Lord’s gracious presence.  King Solomon 

and the elders have just given the ark of the covenant a home, placing it in the temple they 
are dedicating.  Solomon recognizes that God transcends all human buildings, but asks the 
Lord to be present to those who call upon God in this temple - not only the people of Israel, 
but also foreigners who come to worship in Jerusalem. 

 Psalm 84  
A song of the pilgrims’ happiness as they come to worship in the temple of the Lord. 
 Ephesians 6:10-20  
In this New Testament lesson Christians are instructed to put on the whole armor of God 

in order to defend themselves from the powers of evil, which 
are beyond any human control.  The passage recognizes that it 
is God who will take the active role against these superhuman 
forces.  In this battle it is the Christian’s primary task to stand 
and resist.  The language and imagery may once have been 
used in an address to newly baptized disciples.  Finally, they 
are urged to be constant in prayer, remembering Paul who is 
now in prison. 

 John 6:56-69  
In the gospel we hear of different responses to Jesus’ claim 

that he is the heavenly bread that gives the life of the eternal 
age to those who eat it.  His are words of spirit and life, but 
many can understand them only in a materialistic sense and are 
like the Israelites who did not trust God in the wilderness.  Yet, if this saying is hard for 
them to believe, more difficult still will be Jesus’ ascent into heaven as the Son of Man.  As 
Jesus knew would happen, many disciples now turn away, but Peter confesses to him to be 
God’s holy one who has the words of eternal life. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   
   

G od gives us wisdom for whatever we need to have 

wisdom for.  How will you use that wisdom?  To replay 

all our sermons, audio and videos follow this link for The 

Sunday Sermons.  Check out our sermon archives as well. 

John 6:56-69 
John wants us to hear the 

word, 'abide,' as being as 

viscerally real as 'flesh' and 

'blood.'  And to hear the 

words, 'flesh' and 'blood,' as 

dynamically real as 'abide.' 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp16_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp16_RCL.html#response
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp16_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp16_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2015.html
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Our New Teachers 

M rs. Joan Boehm (right) is new to our Level Two classroom, teaching 

grade 2 and 3 and mentions how much she loves her class each time that 

we see her.  Mr. John Tuthill (guess) has begun teaching our Level Three class-

room, teaching grade 4 and 5 and brings vast experience working in a nearby 

school district.  Mrs. Anette Hamerski is working with our Middle School level 

class this year and has already begun to develop such a wonderful connection with 

her students.  We are so lucky to have these three dedicated teachers join our Sun-

day School staff and we praise God for the myriad of ways that He will use them to 

guide and bless the children of Saint Paul's this year. 
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of 
others and such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part 

of our hearts for all time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Dot Blake and other parishioners convalescing in extended care facilities. 
.....Fresh expressions of the church in Connecticut; missional experiments. 
.....Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
.....Students preparing to enter schools, colleges, universities, and seminaries; school, 
college, and university chaplains; all campus ministries; the Committee on Higher 
Education. 
.....Barbara Kast, Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer, Gary Stein, Sue Balla, 
Betty Gardner, Ed Licence, Rose Barrett, Lorraine Estok, Fr. George Hall, Tom 
Tucker, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Debbi Pomeroy & Lee Rybos, continued healing. 
.....the people of Peru; the people of the Republic of Kosovo; and our sister and brother 
members of the Church of Niue. 
…..St. Paul’s may discern what God would have us do in response to Fr. Joe's question: 
"How will God call us in this season of our life together, to give our lives away." 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of advancing ISIS forces.  
Pray also for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection with the UN peacekeeping service. 
.....Michael Curry, Presiding Bishop Elect of the Episcopal Church. 

.....Victory Christian Center, Danbury and their Food Pantry, which is the recipient of our 
food basket collections for the month of August. 
.....Guinea, that Christians who are threatened and intimidated will maintain a strong 
Christian witness. 
.....Higher Ground Ministries, a congregational partner of the Jericho Partnership. 
.....the safe return of Denise’s dog. 
.....Michelle, Joyce & John Sarver’s daughter, healing of cancer. 
.....Roger Kovacs, Paul's brother, who had a stroke and is doing rehabilitation to get 
movement in his left leg and arm.  
.....Dorothy Crocker’s Aunt Dorothy, who has a tumor and is receiving radiation and 
chemotherapy.  
.....Barbara, 79, Gretchen Barbieri’s mother, for healing regarding her torn rotator cuff, 
successful dental surgery, and good test results from her biopsy.   
.....Pete, for comfort and successful healing from brain surgery. 
.....Ken Egan, healing of cancer. 
.....Julie & Shaw Mudge, that during their time at St. Paul's, until Fr. Joe returns, that all 
that would be done to the glory of God, in his way and in his time, and in the power of the 
Holy Spirit. 

Almighty everliving God, you are always more ready to hear than we to 

pray, and to give more than we desire or deserve; pour upon us the abun-

dance of your mercy, forgiving us those things of which our conscience is 

afraid, and giving us those things for which our prayer dares not ask.  Amen. 

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 
 

Links We Like 
 
 

Things That Make You Think 
 
 

Back Issues of Sword Points 
 
 

A Stephen Minister comes alongside 
a hurting person and meets with that 
person on a weekly basis to listen, 
care, encourage, pray, and provide 

emotional and spiritual support. Men 
are paired with men; women with 

women. 

"I s prayer your 
steering 

wheel or your spare 
tire?” 

- Corrie ten Boom  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peru
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kosovo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_Niue
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michael_Curry_%28bishop%29
http://www.gmvcc.com/
http://www.gmvcc.com/Outreach.html
http://churchonhigherground.org/worship/
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/102203.Corrie_ten_Boom
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2SkStSphAT8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2SkStSphAT8
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(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   

 

 

† It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks 
Sword Points: 

 

C hris Barrett, Debbie 
Delaventura, Christine 

Domareck, Carol Ferro, Steve 
Hemming, Diane Loring, Bill Loring, 
Dori McManus, Beth Miller, Nicole 
O’Connors, Patrick O’Connors, Mary 
Perry, 
Kirsten 
Peterson, 
Debi 
Pomeroy, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, 
David Szen, 
Pam Szen, 
Connie 
Williams & 
Dave 
Williams. 

 

 
 

 

Selfie(s) with the Father(s) 

http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000428757685
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/

