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Transforming Transforming 

Lives Through Lives Through 

Jesus ChristJesus Christ  Sword Points 
†  The Question? 

 

How is God calling you to give yourself away 
to become part of something bigger ? 

 

Word for Week 1:  Seeking His WISDOM 
Word for Week 2:  What is God’s CALL? 

Word for Week 3:  An INVITATION 
 

I n last Sunday’s sermon, Rev. Julie Mudge outlined for us the next installment of our 
Journey as we answer the Question:  How is God calling you to give yourself away to 

become part of something bigger? 
 

She outlined the Invitation before us to Come 
further up, Come further in, as quoted by C.S, Lewis 
in the Last Battle. 

 

So, is God saying to us - Come further up, come 
further in?  Are we to enter into the glorious 
anticipation - the fun stuff is coming?  Are we to enter 
into new life, new growth, a new spring? 

So, we have before us an invitation - 

 An invitation to be pruned for new growth 

 An invitation to come alive 

 An invitation to be in fullness with Jesus 

 An invitation to be more fruitful 

 An invitation to become “fragrant in Christ” 

 An invitation to become closer with God 

 An invitation to Come further in, come further up. 
 

As God loves us so much, he wants to have an intimate relationship with us.  A personal 
relationship.  To trust Him, then to bring that Perfect Love and His fragrance to those that he 
wants to draw in – trusting He will be by our side in that journey. 

 

Prayer for This week:  Heavenly Father, I pray you plant a seed of longing for you, a 
thirst, a desire to grow in such a way that brings me to a full sacrifice and give myself away. 
I ask you to guide me to you.  Show me how to come to you in such a way that I know your 
presence as never before.  And that this more intimate presence with you develops a 
beautiful fragrance of Christ that draws others to you. 

 

And then Father, show me when, where and how to then pour out that fragrance.   
 

I want to Come Further Up, Come Further In. 
 

Amen. 

So that we get a chance to share with Father Joe our answer to his question, there will 
be a special coffee hour between services on Sunday, October 4th at 9:30.  Everyone can 
grab a cup of coffee, and share either as a group or privately with Fr. Joe how God 
worked in you over the past six weeks and how you said Yes to God! 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†  How Will You Answer Fr. Joe’s Question? 
 

I n Father Joe’s last sermon before his sabbatical, he prayed for us that God would do a 
mighty work in us as well as himself during the next six weeks - all to prepare us for 

the future. 
So, he posed the question to the St. Paul’s church family: 
 

How is God calling each of us to give ourselves away to become part of something 
bigger? 

 

What might God have next for us? 
 

How can you say Yes to God First in your Life?  In what ways is He calling you to be 
used by Him to serve others? 

 

In order to help you along these upcoming weeks, at each coffee hour, there will be a 
different handout/worksheet each Sunday to keep this important Question top of mind.  We 
can also support each other as we all step out into the new territory that God has for each of 
us - individually and collectively we are part of something bigger. 

If you have questions or comments, please see David Williams, Mary Perry or any 
member of the Vestry - we are committed to supporting the St. Paul’s Church Family Say 
Yes to God! 

 

†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Sept  3 - 7:30 pm - Mission Committee, Guild Room 

   7:30 pm - Property Committee, Parish Office 

   7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, Sept  5 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

   11:00 am - House of Prayer, Sanctuary 

Sun, Sept  6 - 15th Sunday after Pentecost 

   8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream) 

   9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

   10:30 am - Summer Sunday School, Guild Room 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion 

Mon, Sept  7 -  - Labor Day (Parish Office Closed) 

Tue, Sept  8 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

   5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Meadow/Crocker Hall 

   7:00 pm - Boy Scouts Troop 5, Crocker Hall 

Wed, Sept  9 - 10:00 am - Holy Communion I & Healing 

Thu, Sept 10 - 1:00 pm - Dorothy Day Ministry, Danbury 

   7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, Sept 12 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

   10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 

   10:00 am - Jericho Food Pantry, Danbury 

   11:00 am - House of Prayer, Sanctuary 

Sun, Sept 13 - 16th Sunday after Pentecost 

   8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream) 

   9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

   10:30 am - Sunday School, Guild Room 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion 

   2:30 pm - Youth Group Kickoff 

Click Below to 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
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By perseverance the snail reached the ark.           - Charles Spurgeon 

†  Praying for Our Children 
 

B ack to school can be stressful for everyone - the change back to schedules, new 
classes, new schools, new locations, new friends, etc.  can impact not just the kids, 

but the parents, friends, neighbors and relatives alike. 
In order to support our church family (and especially our children) 

during this season, we have been holding – “Praying for our 
Children” prayer groups.  Remaining groups will meet on 
the following dates: 

 

Wednesday,  September 16:  7 - 8 pm. 
Monday, September 28:  7 - 8 pm 
 

This is open to anyone who simply knows or has 
children of any age (0 - adult children!). 

All meetings start promptly at 7 and end at 8 pm in the Guild 
Room.  Please let Mary Perry know  (maryperry2@me.com) if 
you will be attending.  If you cannot attend, please feel free to email Mary 
your prayer requests to be included in the community prayer. 

If there is interest, this group may continue on as a prayer/book club after this initial 
series. 

†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

September 3rd 

Prudence Crandall 
Teacher & Prophetic Witness, 1890 

 

B orn to a Quaker family in Rhode Island in 1803, Prudence Crandall was educated in 
arithmetic, the sciences, and Latin at the New England Friend’s Boarding School in 

Rhode Island.  The Quakers, or “Friends,” believed that women should be educated, and it 
was in the environment of the Friend’s Boarding School that Prudence 

Crandall’s passion for teaching was first awakened. 
 In 1831, Crandall started a girl’s school in Canterbury, 
Connecticut, where she educated the daughters of the town’s wealthy 
families.  In 1833 she admitted to her school a young African 
American girl named Sarah Harris.  Harris wanted an education so 
that she could in turn teach other African American children.  The 
parents of the white children at Crandall’s school were outraged and 

demanded Harris’s expulsion, but Crandall refused and decided to 
open a new school for African American girls. 

 Despite repeated attempts by town members to close the 
school, and even threats to destroy it, Crandall persevered 

in her labors.  She enlisted the help of William Lloyd Garrison, editor of 
The Liberator, the nation’s major antislavery newspaper.  Through his 
paper and advocacy, Garrison spread awareness of her cause all over 
the nation. 

However, later in 1833, the state legislature passed the so-called 
“Black Law,” which made it a crime to open a school that taught black 
children from any state other than Connecticut.  Crandall, who had 
received pupils from other states, was arrested, jailed, and tried. 

She was eventually convicted, but a higher court reversed the decision.  
Far from subsiding, the harassment she endured grew worse, and, fearing for 
the safety of her students, she closed her school in 1834. 

After her husband died in 1874, Crandall moved to Elk Falls, Kansas.  In 1886 the 
Connecticut stage legislature awarded her a pension.  In a petition signed by more than a 
hundred citizens of that state, many expressed their regret and shame over her treatment.  
Mark Twain attempted to persuade the state to buy back her original home in Canterbury.  
Prudence Crandall died in 1890, and today she is recognized as the official State Heroine of 
Connecticut. 

mailto:maryperry2@me.com
http://www.statesymbolsusa.org/place/connecticut/prudence-crandall-museum
http://www.statesymbolsusa.org/place/connecticut/prudence-crandall-museum
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†  Prayer Tent Events 
 

T he Beyond the Red 
Door Ministry will 

be serving with a prayer 
tent and prayer servants at 
the following upcoming 
community events: 

 

Monday, September 7th 10 am - Newtown Labor Day Parade Fair on the Middle School 
Grounds. 

Saturday, September 26th - Jericho’s Athletes of Christ Walk/Breakfast.  We are 
inviting the parish to register to walk and we will be there with the prayer tent - FREE 
Breakfast! 

Friday, October 30th - St. Paul’s Trunk or Treat.  Prayer tent and Prayer Servants. 
We could use prayer servants to schedule to attend, as well as volunteers to help set up/

take down.  Please contact Mary Perry (maryperry2@me.com) if you are able to support us! 

https://twitter.com/StPaulsOWN
https://www.facebook.com/StPaulsOWN
mailto:maryperry2@me.com
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Contact Debbie Delaventura at (860) 350-3513 

doodlehm@charter.net 

P art of Mark’s Gospel deals with the healing of the deaf man.  The phrase 
Jesus uses is “Ephphatha,” 

which translates as “be opened.”  
Perhaps this phrase should be part of 
our prayer as stewards.  Do we have 
faith enough to ask God to help us be 
open with all our lives and resources as 
a joyful response to His gifts, which are 
indeed too many to number? 

mailto:doodlehm@charter.net
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†  Scholarly Speaking 

 

The Back of the Book 

 

I n my sometimes misspent youth, when the 1928 Prayer 
Book was the order of the day, I whiled away many a dull 

sermon* by reading from the back of the BCP.  Primarily this 
meant the XXXIX Articles, but nearby one could also find the 
Catechism and some infrequently used services.  Whatever else 
one may or may not like about the current (1979) BCP there is no 
question that it offers a lot more material for browsing (though 
more scattered, and not all the way in the back). 

Not only are the Articles still there, but there are also some 
annotations to show the changes from the English Articles of 1537-1662.  Also 
grouped with them in a section now called “Historical Documents of the 
Church” (pp. 864-878) are other items worth a look.  A major issue in early 
Christian thought was the nature of Christ as both God and man, and a formula 
satisfactory to most Christians was adopted at the Council of Chalcedon in 451 
A.D. and this is the first item in the section - written at a time when such 
definitions seemed more crucial than they do today it is still worth trying to 
wrap one’s brain around.  A much more detailed approach to this problem and 
to the question of the Trinity is found in the Athanasian Creed† that follows - 
another target for brain wrapping.   
The remaining documents are all from the Anglican tradition.  The preface to 
the 1549 Prayer Book, in which Cranmer sets forth the thinking behind the new 
forms of service, dealing especially with the replacement of 
the lengthy and complicated services of the breviary with the 

simpler offices of Morning and Evening Prayer.  The Articles of Religion, 
which follow, are an Elizabethan version of earlier articles, also prepared 
by Archbishop Cranmer.  Finally we have the Chicago-Lambeth 
Quadrilateral of 1886-1888 setting forth four essentials (from an Anglican 
point of view) for Christian Unity:  Scriptures, Creeds, Baptism and the 
Eucharist, and the historic Episcopate. 

Nearby (pp. 844-862) is a revised and enlarged catechism, “An Outline 
of the Faith,” providing a good working summary of Anglican teaching, 
and also well-worth browsing.  Other areas deserving of a look are the sets of “Additional 
Directions” that accompany the main services (pp. 141-143; 312-314; 406-409; and 575-
579).  Primarily designed as a guide for clergy when conducting these services, they also 
provide some insight (though not always obvious) into what the services are all about.  An 
example of this is the direction on p. 407, “While the people are coming forward to receive 

Communion, the celebrant receives the 
Sacrament in both kinds.  The bishops, priests, 
and deacons at the Holy Table then 
communicate, and after them the people.”  I 
see this not only as a way of moving things 
along, but also as an assertion that Communion 

is not only an individual act of union with Christ, but also a common act with one another. 
In conclusion then, do not despair if you should encounter a dull sermon - the Church 

has plenty of other material for the edification of mind and soul. 
Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence  

 

* My rector at the time was a good pastor and a good friend but not, 
alas, a particularly good preacher - he told me once that at the College of 
Preachers one of his efforts had received the comment: “Brother H’s 
sermon wasn’t long, it just seemed that way.”  Of course we rarely have 
this problem at St. Paul’s. 

† So called, as it does express Athanasius’ teaching, which also lies 
behind the Nicene Creed, but is almost certainly a product of the Latin 
West rather than his Greek-speaking East. 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

Let us break bread together on our knees, (on our 

knees) 

Let us break bread together on our knees. (on our 

http://justus.anglican.org/resources/bcp/1928/BCP_1928.htm
mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
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† Labor Day 

My God, Father and Savior, since you have commanded 

us to work in order to meet our needs, sanctify our labor that 

it may bring nourishment to our souls as well as to our bodies. 

Make us constantly aware that our efforts are worthless 

unless guided by your light and by your hand. 

Make us faithful to the particular tasks for which you have 

bestowed upon us the necessary gifts, taking from us any 

envy or jealousy at the vocations of others. 

Give us a good heart to supply the needs of the poor, 

saving us from any desire to exalt ourselves over those who receive our bounty. 

And if you should call us into greater poverty than we humanly 

desire, save us from any spirit of defiance or resentment, but rather 

let us graciously and humbly receive the bounty of others. 

Above all, may every temporal grace be matched by spiritual 

grace, that in both body and soul we may live to your glory.  Amen. 
 

L abor Day, the first Monday in September, is a creation of the labor movement and 

is dedicated to the social and economic achievements of American workers.  It 

constitutes a yearly national tribute to the contributions workers have made to the strength, 

prosperity and well-being of our country. 

The first Labor Day holiday was celebrated on Tuesday, September 5, 1882, in New 

York City, in accordance with the plans of the Central Labor Union.  The Central Labor 

Union held their second Labor Day holiday just a year later.  In 1884, the first Monday in 

September was selected as the holiday, as originally proposed.  The idea spread with the 

growth of labor organizations and in 1885 Labor Day was celebrated in many industrial 

centers of the country. 

The form that the observance and celebration of Labor Day should take was outlined in 

the first proposal of the holiday - a street parade to exhibit to the public “the strength and 

esprit de corps of the trade and labor organizations” of the community, followed by a 

festival for the recreation and amusement of the 

workers and their families.  Speeches by 

prominent men and women were introduced later 

as more emphasis was placed upon the economic 

and civic significance of the holiday.  Still later, 

by a resolution of the American Federation of 

Labor Convention of 1909, the Sunday preceding 

Labor Day was adopted as Labor Sunday and 

dedicated to the spiritual and educational aspects 

of the labor movement. 

Prayer by John Calvin 

appropriate for Labor Day 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Labor_Day
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Labor_Day
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_Labor_Union
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†  Acknowledge Him Always in All Our Ways 
by Steve Hemming 

 

“In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths.” Proverbs 3:6 
 

W e are all familiar with the scripture above, along with its preceding companion 
verse; “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on your own 

understanding.”  Lately, I’ve been grappling with trusting God completely.  While my 
heart’s desire is to trust Him with everything, I still find myself leaning on my own 
understanding all too frequently. 

I brought this burden before my brothers in Christ at our men’s retreat this past 
weekend.  As they prayed for me, the Lord gave our pastor a word of wisdom which he 
shared; in order for me to fully trust God, I need to acknowledge Him in all my ways.  As I 
prayerfully thought about what Pastor said to me, I came to understand that God cannot 
fully direct my steps if I’m not “all in,” and involving Him in every aspect of my life.  To do 
this requires unwavering trust. 

Until now, I had been seeking God for matters 
I considered important, decisions where I 
clearly needed guidance from Him.  As 
I prayerfully pondered this matter of 
trust between the Lord and me since 
the retreat, I have learned that God 
wants to be involved in each and 
every decision, no matter how 
great or small.  For we can 
plainly see, the Proverbs 3:5-6 
passage uses the word “all” with 
regards to trusting in and 
acknowledging the Lord.  There is no wiggle-
room here.  Our Father desires that we rely upon 
Him completely, as King David exhorts in Psalm 62:8; “Trust in Him at all times, you 
people; pour out your heart before Him; God is a refuge for us.” 

When we do not include God in every decision, it will unlikely go well for us.  Before 
we devise our own plans, we would be wise to consider the words of Proverbs 14:12, which 
state; “There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the way of death.”  And we 
can read in Jeremiah 17:9 that our hearts are deceitful and deceptively wicked.  Therefore, 
knowing these truths, why would we ever not want to wholly seek the Lord for guidance 
and put all of our trust in Him?  For He clearly tells us; “My thoughts are not your thoughts, 
nor are your ways My ways,” says the Lord.  For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so 

are My ways higher than your 
ways, and My thoughts than 
your thoughts” (Isaiah 55:8-9). 
God’s will is to fulfill His 
purpose in our lives.  As such, 
He encourages us to seek Him 
for guidance; “Call to Me, and 
I will answer you, and show 
you great and mighty things, 
which you do not 
know” (Jeremiah 33:3).  And 
if we lack wisdom, we can ask 
of God, “who gives to all 
liberally and without reproach, 
and it will be given to 
us” (James 1:5).  Truly, when 
we commit our ways to the 
Lord, and trust also in Him, 
He will bring it to pass (Psalm 
37:5). 
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Did you miss last 

week’s Children’s 

sermon?  Click 

here to watch it. 

Athletes of Christ Walk /

Breakfast / Prayer Tent 

S ign up in Parish Hall to join a 

simple, easy walk and a free 

delicious breakfast at Tarrywile in Dan-

bury on Saturday, September 26th.  

Our very own Beyond the Red Door 

prayer team will be there too - so come 

out and have a great time! 

A  suggestion for this Labor 

Day weekend: As a way 

of being always thankful for God’s 

many gifts, read the Litanies of 

Thanksgiving in our Prayer Book - 

particularly number 2 on page 836, 

and number 5 on page 838 - they are 

good 

remind-

ers for 

all of us. 

Diapers, Please! 
 

H earts to Hands Ministry is 

collecting 

newborn sized diapers 

for Mike and Teresa 

Stacchiotti, who 

recently had twin 

girls!  Their 

preferred brands are 

Pampers or Target's 

Up and Up.  If you 

would like to contribute, 

please bring bags and boxes of 

diapers to the large, labeled bin 

in Crocker Hall beginning on 

Sunday.  Thank you so much for 

supporting this beautiful family! 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/childrens-sermons.html
http://www.bcponline.org/


10  

 
The Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study will be studying Joshua 
starting Tuesday, September, 8th at 9:15 in the Guild Room. 

 

F or centuries 
God promised 

to give the land of 
Canaan to the 
family of 
Abraham.  With 
the seasoned 
commander 
Joshua as His 
general, the Lord 
leads His army to 
take possession 

of its inheritance. 
This Bible study on the book of Joshua examines the unforgettable lessons God 

taught His people about Himself and what it means to be a citizen of His Kingdom. - 
Click here for more info. 

Come study with us and become more enlightened, Tuesdays from 9:15 -11 am.  
Please register by August 18th, by calling or emailing, Debbi Pomeroy at (203) 312-
6992 or debbi415@aol.com.  Workbooks are $10. 

†  Happy Birthday to You! 
 

R ich Baldelli celebrates today!  Friday is the big day for 
Rachel Chaleski.  Karen Brown & Tom Tucker will be 

opening presents on Saturday.  Joe Hock will be blowing out candles 
on Tuesday.  Cigdem Usekes will be another year older and wiser 
on Wednesday.  Have a blessed day everyone! 

Help Wanted 

Job Description:  Serve nutritious meals to 100+ clients at Dorothy Day 

Hospitality House, 11 Spring Street, Danbury.  “On-the-job” training!  Tasks 

will vary!   The need for workers is urgent! 

Times:  Second Thursday, monthly, 1 pm until 5 pm.  Weather does not 

change schedule.  Working times can be tailored to meet your individual 

needs. 

Rewards:  Immeasurable!  You will leave 

exhausted but exhilarated knowing you are 

assisting to further HIS Word and HIS Kingdom! 

Kindly Respond to:  Barbara DeAnzeris (203-775

-3722) or Don Winkley (203-775-3343). 

And, as a bonus, you will receive a unique, newly 

minted “St. Paul’s Church” apron to proudly 

wear on your new “job”. 

http://www.navpress.com/Joshua/dp/0891091211?field_availability=-1&field_browse=8448144011&id=Joshua&ie=UTF8&refinementHistory=brandtextbin%2Csubjectbin%2Ccolor_map%2Cprice%2Csize_name&searchBinNameList=brandtextbin%2Csubjectbin%2Ccolor_map%2Cprice%2Csize_
mailto:debbi415@aol.com
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Our New Teachers 

M rs. Joan Boehm (right) is new to our Level Two classroom, teaching 

grade 2 and 3 and mentions how much she loves her class each time that 

we see her.  Mr. John Tuthill (guess) has begun teaching our Level Three class-

room, teaching grade 4 and 5 and brings vast experience working in a nearby 

school district.  Mrs. Anette Hamerski is working with our Middle School level 

class this year and has already begun to develop such a wonderful connection with 

her students.  We are so lucky to have these three dedicated teachers join our Sun-

day School staff and we praise God for the myriad of ways that He will use them to 

guide and bless the children of Saint Paul's this year. 
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†  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 

 

Opening Hymn Thou Whose Almighty Word 
Gradual Hymn O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing 
Offertory Hymn Father All Loving, Who Rulest in Majesty Tune: Was Lebet 
Closing Hymn Lord, Whose Love Through Humble Service Tune: Hyfrdol 

 

“I Come with Joy” 
 

T he Lord’s Supper is one of the most important practices of the Christian church. 
Although not a universal ritual among Christians (for example, neither the Society 

of Friends nor the Salvation Army celebrates Communion) and many Christian traditions 
are unable to celebrate around the table together, the Lord’s 
Supper is a primary symbol of our relationship to Christ and one 
another. 

Brian Wren (b. 1936) is one of the most vibrant hymn 
writing voices today.  One would have to search carefully to find 
a hymnal that did not include at least a handful of his hymns.  “I 
come with joy,” one of our communion hymns this week, for 
example, appears in at least forty hymnals in North America.  

Brian Wren was born and raised in Romford, Essex, 
England. His B.A. and Ph.D. degrees are from 
Oxford University.  He was ordained in the United 
Reformed Church in Great Britain, but now is now a citizen of the United 
States.  He holds the distinction of Professor Emeritus at Columbia Theological 
Seminary, Decatur, Georgia, and has been honored as a Fellow of the Hymn 
Society in the United States and Canada, in addition to possessing a lengthy list 
of publications and professional accomplishments.  Brian is married to Susan 
Heafield, a United Methodist minister, who sometimes collaborates with him in 
composing congregational song.  
 “I Come with Joy” was written in 1968 for the author’s congregation at 
Hockley as a summation of a sermon series on Communion.  It reflects a shift in 
many Communion hymns since the Second Vatican Counsel (1962-65) from the 
Lord’s Supper as a memorial observance to Communion as a celebration that 
shapes the Christian community - the body of Christ.  Rather than focusing on 
the suffering Christ on the cross, an image most appropriate to Maundy 
Thursday or Good Friday, many recent Communion hymns emphasize the 
Eucharistic dimensions of the feast.  “Eucharist” is a term from the Greek that 
denotes thanksgiving. Thus, uncharacteristic of many older Communion hymns, 
the incipit (first line) speaks of an attitude of joy when approaching the Table. 
 Brian Wren often revisits his texts.  Recent publications indicate the revision 
of his opening line from “I come with joy to meet my Lord” to “I come with 
joy, a child of God.” This modification strengthens the relationship between 
Christ and his children - a family that gathers at the table. 

J esus said to his disciples: 
 
   "In this world you will have trouble.  

But take heart!  I have overcome the 
world." John 16:33 
 
www.persecution.com 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0t3xNRJqJsw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yz36RlpnQCw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y37ZcVbLDqY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FH1KXSPWk5A
http://www.persecution.com/
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

Jesus the Messiah 
 

 Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23 

O ur opening lesson offers instruction in the characteristics of a well-ordered and 
godly life drawn from wisdom literature.  Both the rich and the poor have been 

created by God, and this awareness should lead those with power and privilege to act with 
justice.  The generous will be blessed, and the unjust will be punished; the Lord is an 
advocate for the defenseless. 

 Psalm 125 
An expression of confidence in the Lord, the defender of the righteous, and a plea for 

Israel. 
 James 2:1-17 
In this New Testament lesson practical matters of ethical behavior among Christians are 

inextricable from any expression of genuine faith.  Believers are counseled against showing 
special treatment for the rich.  God has chosen to honor the poor.  The rich often trespass 
through oppressive conduct and, in any case, this way 
of treating people differently violates the royal 
commandment to love one’s neighbor as one’s self.  
Christians are reminded to live under the perfect law of 
liberty and to act with mercy. 

 Mark 7:24-37 
In our gospel reading Jesus, traveling in Gentile 

territory, heals the daughter of a Gentile woman and 
then a deaf man with a speech impediment.  The back-
and-forth between Jesus and the Syrophoenician 
woman may seem playful or even harsh.  It may be 
that through such a conversation Jesus saw how his 
mission was to include all peoples, as his followers 
came later to understand.  The healing of the deaf man 
can be recognized as a fulfillment of prophecy as the 
new age of the kingdom draws near. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   
   

A rise!  Come further up and further in.  To replay all 

our sermons, audio and videos follow this link for 

The Sunday Sermons.  Check out our sermon archives as 

well. 

Mark 7:24-37 
"The racial and religious differences between Jesus 

and the Gentile woman are unchanged.  But what has 

changed is that courage and caring for a daughter 

have been shown to be acceptable to God - even 

when they come from a Gentile heart; even when they 

come from a woman's heart; even when they come from 

the heart of a woman who has publically shamed 

herself by being out alone, by speaking to a man, and 

by daring to speak back to a man." 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp18_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp18_RCL.html#response
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp18_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp18_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2015.html
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of 
others and such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part 

of our hearts for all time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Dot Blake and other parishioners convalescing in extended care facilities. 
.....L’Eglise de L’Epiphanie, Stamford; St. Andrew’s, Stamford; St. Francis’, 
Stamford. 
.....Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
.....Those involved in the ministry of education for Christian formation in parishes; church 
school and youth group directors, teachers, and mentors; for adult education leaders. 
.....Barbara Kast, Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer, Gary Stein, Sue Balla, 
Betty Gardner, Ed Licence, Rose Barrett, Lorraine Estok, Fr. George Hall, Tom 
Tucker, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Debbi Pomeroy & Lee Rybos, continued healing. 
.....the people of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines; the people of the Argentine Republic; 
and our sister and brother members of the Old Order Amish. 
…..St. Paul’s may discern what God would have us do in response to Fr. Joe's question: 
"How will God call us in this season of our life together, to give our lives away." 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of advancing ISIS forces.  
Pray also for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection with the UN peacekeeping service. 
.....Michael Curry, Presiding Bishop Elect of the Episcopal Church. 

…..St. James’ Episcopal Church, Danbury and their Daily Bread Food Pantry, which is the 
recipient of our food basket collections during the month of September. 
.....Israel, that many in the land of Jesus’ birth and crucifixion will receive Him as Savior. 
.....Faith Church, New Milford, a congregational partner of the Jericho Partnership. 
.....the safe return of Denise’s dog. 
.....Michelle, Joyce & John Sarver’s daughter, healing of cancer. 
…..Retired Connecticut Bishop Arthur Walmsley recovering from heart surgery. 
.....Roger Kovacs, Paul's brother, who had a stroke and is doing rehabilitation to get 
movement in his left leg and arm.  
.....Dorothy Crocker’s Aunt Dorothy, who has a tumor and is receiving radiation and 
chemotherapy.  
.....Barbara, 79, Gretchen Barbieri’s mother, for healing regarding her torn rotator cuff, 
successful dental surgery, and good test results from her biopsy.   
.....Pete, for comfort and successful healing from brain surgery. 
.....Ken Egan, healing of cancer. 
.....Julie & Shaw Mudge, that during their time at St. Paul's, until Fr. Joe returns, that all 
that would be done to the glory of God, in his way and in his time, and in the power of the 
Holy Spirit. 

Almighty everliving God, you are always more ready to hear than we to 

pray, and to give more than we desire or deserve; pour upon us the abun-

dance of your mercy, forgiving us those things of which our conscience is 

afraid, and giving us those things for which our prayer dares not ask.  Amen. 

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 
 

Links We Like 
 
 

Things That Make You Think 
 
 

Back Issues of Sword Points 
 
 

You can pore over books in search of 
profound thoughts from great 

thinkers and philosophers.  You can 
travel far from home or sit and 

meditate in an effort to find meaning.  
But you will only find true wisdom 

when you open God’s Word.  

http://egliseepiphanie.wix.com/epiphanie
http://www.saintandrewsstamford.org/
http://www.stfrancisstamford.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Vincent_and_the_Grenadines
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rise_of_the_Argentine_Republic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_Order_Amish
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michael_Curry_%28bishop%29
http://www.saintjamesdanbury.org/
http://www.dailybreadfoodpantry.com/index.html
http://www.faithchurch.cc/main/
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E7pC5cfguaQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E7pC5cfguaQ
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†  Official Prayer of the Sword Points Editorial Board 

A lmighty God, keep us, we pray thee, from thinking of ourselves more highly than 

we ought to think, and ready at all times to step aside for others, that the cause of 

Christ may be advanced; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

C onsider joining us for our “Becoming a Prayer Servant” training this fall.  In an 
attempt to make it easier to attend, we have broken the class schedule into two 

half days: Sunday, October 11 and Sunday, October 18 from 1 - 5.  A working lunch will 
be provided.  This class covers topics such as: 

1.  Biblical Guidance about Prayer. 
2.  Partnering with the Holy Spirit in prayer. 
3.  Preparation and the five step model of prayer for and with someone. 
4.  The Holy Spirit’s Gifts empower service and more. 
 

Additionally, there will be a module on Street Team Ministry - Do’s and Don’ts (new 
as we go out Beyond the Red Doors). 

1.  As we are continually called further and further Beyond the Red Doors, praying 
with people is the simplest and most powerful way to come alongside 
someone and be the love of Christ.  All we need to do is be obedient - the 

outcome is not up to us but to Him. 
2.  All the Healing and Service ministries involve prayer and it will be a great 

foundation for the congregation to have the Vestry trained as well. 
3.  This training will give you an amazing grounding in the 
power you have in the Authority of Jesus, and truly allows 

you to be closer to Him as you serve Him in many capacities:  
Prayer and Healing team, Stephen Ministry, Beyond the Red Door, 
Vestry, Jericho, Youth Group, etc.  And, you may have new 

ministries that you are called to, right around the corner!  The Prayer and Healing Team for 
example is actively looking for new Prayer Servants that are being called to serve in the 
ministry. 

4.  This training is beneficial and will enrich your prayer life as you pray for yourself, 
family, friends and neighbors! 

The cost of the book is $18 and scholarships are available.  You may or may not know 
how you will be called to use this deepening of your skills, but He certainly does. 

Please pray about this training.  Let Mary Perry know (maryperry2@me.com) you will 
be attending by September 15th - the books will be distributed before the start of class for 
pre-reading. 

- Mary Perry 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“Did not God choose those who are poor in the world to 

be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom that he promised to 

those who love him?”       (James 2:5) 
 

W hat is more important - being rich in faith or rich in 

possessions?  Society teaches us that possessions 

are most important.  God teaches a different lesson.  When we 

are rich in faith we know that material things really do not 

matter and we are more willing to share what we have. 

The Prayer Team is 

looking for new 

members - men/women, 

8:00 and/10:30 services.  

Do you sense that you 

would like to learn more 

about how to pray?  

There will two half day 

trainings - October 11th 

and October 18 1:00 - 

5:00 in the Guild Room.  

Please sign up with Mary 

Perry - 

maryperry2@me.com. 

mailto:maryperry2@me.com
mailto:maryperry2@me.com
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A Christian 

Alternative to 

Yoga 

TRANSFORM YOUR WORKOTRANSFORM YOUR WORKOTRANSFORM YOUR WORKOUTS INTOUTS INTOUTS INTO   

WORSHIP WITH PRAISEMWORSHIP WITH PRAISEMWORSHIP WITH PRAISEMOVES OVES OVES ------      

THE CHRISTIAN ALTERNTHE CHRISTIAN ALTERNTHE CHRISTIAN ALTERNATIVE TO YOGA ATIVE TO YOGA ATIVE TO YOGA    

Deep Stretching, Gentle Movement, and Strong Scripture 
combine for flexibility and strength. 

Classes held in Crocker Hall each Saturday at 10 am with 

Mary Perry, Certified PraiseMoves Instructor 

Drop by or Email Mary with questions at maryperry2@me.com 

Joyce says, 
“Can I have double 

lavender this week?” 

Save-the-Date 
Join the volunteer force & work alongside your St. Paul’s friends for our 3rd Jericho 

Good Neighbor Service Day on Saturday, October 3rd.  Fr. Joe will be 
back from sabbatical and has plans to join us. 

As always, breakfast will be served as we gather in the parking lot at 
St. Paul’s Church on Spring Street, Danbury.  Jericho will provide 

opportunities for us to serve the community and we will have time to 
enjoy lunch together.  Our previous service days have been very 

successful with children as young as 3 working side-by-side with their 
parents in a variety of jobs. 

What Happens at Communion 

SAVE THE DATE! 
 

A Joyful Noise 
Join us in the meadow on Sunday, October 4th at 4 

PM to make a joyful noise to the Lord and to 

welcome Father Joe and Tara back! 

There will be a potluck supper and singing around 

the campfire.  Are you famous in your family for 

your scrumptious chili?  Then share it at The 

Great Chili Cook-off!  Are desserts 

your forte?  Then enter your pie in our 

Apple Pie Contest!  Mark your calendars 

for this fun autumn event. 

 

mailto:maryperry2@me.com
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T he Rector's Forum meets Sundays from 9:30

-10:15 in the Guild Room for a discussion 

on the week’s scriptures using the Synthesis 

study guides.  Starting on September 13th the 

Forum will be studying the Book of Revelation. 

†  New Online Bible Study by Joanne Ellison 

The study of Nehemiah will transform 

your life!  Nehemiah, a Jew, was given 

permission to help rebuild the broken 

down walls of Jerusalem.  The Jews, in 

captivity for 70 years were beginning to 

emerge again, building back the walls 

and temple of their beloved city, Jerusa-

lem.  As you walk through the rebuild-

ing of the walls of Jerusalem, you will 

walk through the rebuilding of your own 

broken-down spiritual walls.  This is a 

powerful study designed to bring you 

healing and wholeness.  Click here for 

an online invitation. 

†  Pray It Up 
 

Last month we started our Pray it Up - I pray for you, you pray for me 
program! 
 

Here’s how it works: 
Each Sunday, fill our a Prayer request card found in the pews or at 
Coffee Hour.  Put yours in the red bowl and take someone else’s 
card. 
Pray for that request (a simple, love-filled prayer will do!) for one 
week, then rip up the card and discard. 
Next week, do the same. 

If you can’t make it to church, please email prayingnow2@gmail.com 
and St. Paul’s will receive your 
request and send you someone 
else’s request also. 
Please let us know of your praise 
reports, answered prayers, or 
simply how you felt knowing 
that someone was praying for 
your needs, and you were pray-
ing for someone else!   
As we release our burdens to 
others and give them to God to 
deal with - we are free to live 

for Him more and more every day! 
Questions?  Praise Reports?  Please see or email Mary Perry at maryperry2@me.com 
 

Amen!  

Pray It Up!  Notice the Red and White prayer request cards in the pew?  Each Sunday, fill out 

your request, put it in the red bowl on the table on the way to communion.  Then take a card from 

the bowl either right then or after service.  Pray for that request for one week.  How comforting to 

know that your request is being prayed for and that you are praying for someone else’s!  You might 

just be praying for the person sitting next to you!  Or, if you’d prefer - please send your request to 

St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WrcX4-EAUzA
mailto:prayingnow2@gmail.com
mailto:maryperry2@me.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WrcX4-EAUzA
mailto:prayingnow2@gmail.com
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(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   

 

† It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks 
Sword Points: 

 

C hris Barrett, Debbie 
Delaventura, Christine 

Domareck, Carol Ferro, Steve 
Hemming, Carolyn Legg, Diane Loring, 
Bill Loring, Dori McManus, Beth 
Miller, Nicole O’Connors, Patrick 
O’Connors, 
Mary Perry, 
Kirsten 
Peterson, 
Debi 
Pomeroy, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, 
David Szen, 
Pam Szen, 
Connie 
Williams & 
Don Winkley. 

 

 
 

 

Selfie(s) with the Father(s) 

J 
ack Collins gets a bit animated in 

selling the benefits of coming to 

the Saturday morning 

PraiseMoves.  Gary still seems skeptical.  

(BTW, there is no PraiseMoves this 

Saturday because of Labor Day weekend. 

Meadow Clean-Up 

D 
an & Jack Meyer pitched in last weekend to help 

clean up the hill area in our meadow in preparation 

for our Joyful Noise event on October 4th.  There is 

still work to do, come by this Saturday at 9:30 for an hour or 

two.  Bring your own, rakes, chainsaws, pitch forks, etc. 

http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000428757685
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/

