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Transforming Transforming 

Lives Through Lives Through 

Jesus ChristJesus Christ  
Sword Points 

†  The Newness of Life 
 

I am making everything new. (Revelation 21:5) 

 

Dear Friends, 

T he Holy Spirit gives us not just a new start in life, 

but also a new life to start with.  God is making 

us new on the inside through the continual infilling of 

the Holy Spirit. 
 

The resurrection of Jesus signals God's declaration 

that all things in Christ are being made new, where 

death is merely a passing shadow under the all-

encompassing Light of the world leading us eternally. 

This Advent, may we know newness of life today, in 

the Name of the One who was, and is, and is to come, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Faithfully your 

Rector, 

 

 Christmas Calendar 
 

Mon, Dec.  7 - 7:00 pm - Lessons & Carols Rehearsal 

Thu, Dec. 10 - 7:00 pm - Lessons & Carols Rehearsal 

Sat, Dec. 12 - 12:00 pm - Greening of the Church 

Sun, Dec. 13 - Third Sunday of Advent 

  10:30 am - Christmas Pageant 

  12:00 pm - Advent Brunch 

  5:00 pm -  Lessons & Carols 

Sun, Dec. 20 - Fourth Sunday of Advent 

  6:00 pm - Behold the Lamb 

Thu, Dec. 24 - Christmas Eve 
  5:00 pm -  Family Service 

  9:00 pm - Traditional Service 

Fri, Dec. 25 - Christmas Day 

  10:30 am -  Holy Communion Service 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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 †  Vestry Meeting 
November 11th 

Opening: Mary Perry opened the meeting 
with prayer at 7:30 pm and led the meeting.  
Dave Allen led a Bible study on how we can 
experience true intimacy with God.  Laurie 
Dobosh gave her testimony, raised as a 
Roman Catholic, she fell away after college.  
She was encouraged by a member to come to 
St. Paul’s, her kids became involved in youth 
group and she followed them.  She went to 
Alpha and began growing in her faith.  There 
came a moment she knew that no matter 
what she would follow Jesus and that she 
would never be alone during the good and 
the bad .  The October minutes were 
approved as circulated. 
 

Treasurer’s Report: October was an OK 
month with income up and expenses down, 
should break even at end of year.  We used a 

loan of $130,000 from endowments to pay 
for Phase II.  There is still $154,900 to be 
paid on pledges for Phase II. 
 

Committee Reports: Dave Allen led a 
discussion for the Property Committee on an 
irrigation system for the gardens, the 
discussion was tabled until next month 
pending further information.  Dorothy 
Crocker reported that there will be a Safe 
Church training day here at St. Paul’s in the 
spring.  Mary Perry reported that Beyond the 

Red Door was at Trunk 
or Treat and is looking at 
setting up near tree 
lighting ceremonies on 
church properties.  Separate 
reports were submitted by: Dave Allen for 
Property; Dorothy Crocker for Safe Church 
and Hearts to Hands; Mary Perry for Prayer 
Team and Wellness Team . 
 

Rector’s Report: Father Shepley 
commented that is a joy to serve with our 
Vestry.  There were four baptisms on 
November 1st; this is an exciting time at St. 
Paul’s.  Please invite people to church and 
encourage others to do so also.  Father Joe 
and our delegates will be at the convention 
on November 13-14.  A letter was mailed 
prior to covenant Sunday. Men’s Bible study 

is doing well and will continue after this 
study.  We will do Alpha in the spring.  
Please encourage people to come to the 
Christmas Pageant on December 13th at 
the 10:30 service, Lessons and Carols on 
December 13th at 5 and Behold the Lamb 
on December 20th at 6 
 

Old Business: Twelve Days of Christmas 
will be happening again this year, think of 
ideas for this celebration and for Beyond the 
Red Door. 
 

New Business: There was no new business. 
 

Closing: The meeting was closed with 
prayer at 8:40 pm by Lois Hunt. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Lois Hunt, Clerk of the Vestry 

†  Start Spreading the Good News! 
 

"A nd he said, 'The God of our fathers has appointed you 

to know His will and to see the Righteous One and to 

hear an utterance from His mouth. 'For you will be a witness 

for Him to all men of what you have seen and heard.’ ” 

Acts 22:14-15  

T he Rector's Forum meets Sundays 

from 9:30-10:15 in the Guild 

Room for a discussion on  the Book of 

Revelation led by Fr. Joe & Tara Shepley. 

http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Acts/22/14
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Men’s Bible Study - Hebrews 

 

O ur men's Bible study has started and is well into Hebrews!  
On Monday evenings, from 7-8 pm, the men will gather in 

Crocker Hall to study the Epistle to the Hebrews, where Fr. Joe leads 
us verse by verse.  Together they are 
learning about the Old Testament 
priesthood and how Jesus Christ 
provides all believers with unfettered 
access to God.  Here is a link to 
purchase the study guide book. 
Watch our previous week’s studies 
here. 

†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Dec  3 - 5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Meadow/Crocker Hall 

  7:30 pm - Mission Committee, Guild Room 

  7:30 pm - Property Committee, Classroom 

  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Fri, Dec  4 - 5:00 pm - Youth Group, Wreath Making 

  8:00 pm - Youth Group, Game Night 

Sat, Dec  5 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 

  11:00 am - House of Prayer, Sanctuary 

Sun, Dec  6 -   2nd Sunday of Advent 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion 

  12:00 pm - Pageant Rehearsal 

  4:00 pm - Youth Group & Junior Youth Group 

Mon, Dec  7 - 10:00 am - Christian Caring, Tuck Room 

  7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall 

  7:00 pm - Lessons & Carols Rehearsal, Sanctuary 

Tue, Dec  8 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

  5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Meadow/Crocker Hall 

  7:00 pm - Boy Scouts Troop 5, Crocker Hall 

Wed, Dec  9 - 10:00 am - Holy Communion II & Healing 

  7:00 pm - Staff Meeting, Rector’s Office 

  7:30 pm - Vestry Meeting, Guild Room 

Thu, Dec 10 - 1:00 pm - Dorothy Day Ministry, Danbury 

  5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Meadow/Crocker Hall 

  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, Dec 12 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

  10:00 am - Jericho Food Pantry, Danbury 

  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 

  11:00 am - House of Prayer, Sanctuary 

  12:00 pm - Greening of the Church, Sanctuary 

Sun, Dec 13 -   3rd Sunday of Advent 
  8:00 am - Traditional Communion (LiveStream) 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Pageant / Contemporary Communion (LiveStream) 

  12:00 pm - Advent Brunch, Crocker Hall 

  5:00 pm - Lessons & Carols, Sanctuary (LiveStream) 

Click Below to 

Click Below to 

https://www.gty.org/products/bible-study-books/452210/Hebrews-Study-Book-Softcover
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCeuVsZU4QDXmrSd-8GrP3Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LvTtgEfwjRo
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
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†  Call from John the Baptist to Repent  
 

Renier, de Huy, 
1107-1118  

 

T he baptismal 
font at St 

Bartholomew's Church  
in Liège, Belgium is a 
Romanesque brass or 
bronze baptismal font 
made between 1107 and 
1118.  The font is a 
major masterpiece of 
Mosan art, remarkable 
for the classicism of its 
style.  The font was 
traditionally attributed 
to Renier de Huy, a 
12th-century 
metalworker and 
sculptor.  Five scenes 
are featured on the font, 
including the baptism of 
Christ and St. Peter 
baptizing Cornelius the 
Centurion 

 

https://twitter.com/StPaulsOWN
https://www.facebook.com/StPaulsOWN
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Renier_de_Huy
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†  You Are 
by Steve Hemming 

 

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every 
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ.”       Ephesians 1:3 

 

As we just gathered to celebrate Thanksgiving with loved ones, we are ever more 
mindful to give special thanks to our Heavenly Father, for He chose and called us, to be His 
beloved children. 

 

You are chosen - 

 “He chose us in Him before the foundation of 
the world, that we should be holy and without 
blame before Him in love.” (Ephesians 1:4) 

 “But you are a chosen generation, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, His own special 
people, that you may proclaim the praises of 
Him who called you out of darkness into His 
marvelous light.” (1 Peter 2:9) 

 

You are called - 

 “Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have 
called you by name; you are mine.” (Isaiah 
43:1) 

 “And we know that all things work together for 
good to those who love God, to those who are 
called according to His purpose.” (Romans 
8:28) 

 

You are loved - 

 “Yes, I have loved you with an everlasting love; therefore with lovingkindness I 
have drawn you.” (Jeremiah 31:3) 

 “But God demonstrates His own love towards us, in that while we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us.” (Romans 5:8) 

 

You are a child of God - 

 “But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of 
God, to those who believe in His name; who were born not of blood, nor of the will 
of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.” ( John 1:12-13) 

 “For you are all sons (and daughters) of God through faith in Christ 
Jesus.” (Galatians 3:26) 

 
Give thanks with a grateful heart 
Give thanks to the Holy One 
Give thanks because He’s given Jesus Christ, His Son 

“Give Thanks” by Don Moen  

†  St. Paul’s History Book 

(A Perfect Christmas Present) 

 

I f you were not able to purchase your copy of the book yet, 

there is another chance as more are ordered. 

To reserve your copy, mail your $30, check made out to St. Paul’s 

Church (with “history book” on the memo line). 

Send it to: Sandy Chaleski, 16 Heritage Drive, Danbury, CT 

06811 

Call Sandy Chaleski with any questions: 203-730-2336 



6  

 

†  SAFE CHURCH TRAINING 

 

T he Episcopal Church in Connecticut and St. 
Paul’s policy requires Safe Church Training in 

an effort to increase the physical, emotional and 
spiritual safety of our parish.  Policy requires staff 
and those in the following ministries to attend this 
training every five years. 

Music Director, Wardens, Vestry members, 
Sexton, Sunday School Teachers, Youth Advisors, 
Nursery workers, Lay Eucharistic Ministers, those 
who visit shut-ins on a regular basis, anyone who 
regularly supervises youth activities (paid or volunteer), including acolyte trainers 
and youth choir leaders. 

Vestry member Dorothy Crocker has agreed to lead this effort.  A Comprehensive 
(Basic) Safe Church training session (7 hour session) will be scheduled at St. 
Paul’s Brookfield (Spring 2016) and in order to create an invite list, a copy of your 
certificate handed out after training attendance is essential.  Some certificates have 
been on file in the office and copies have been provided; however, it appears not all 
certificates are on file.  With no certificate, there is no documentation. 

After obtaining certificates and evaluating our status, if it is deemed there is a need 
for recertification training (approx. 3 hour session), it will be under consideration to 
hold a session at St. Paul’s Brookfield.  To qualify for recertification you must have 
attended a full day of Basic Safety Church Training three to five years ago.  After 
five years, you are required to attend a comprehensive training.  

All those required to attend training will be notified when a date has been agreed 
upon with the Diocese to hold at St. Paul’s as well as any other sessions available 
that may be more convenient. 

Please contact Dorothy Crocker at 860-355-5672 or text at 860-488-1982 if you 
have any questions and/or to ascertain if a copy of your certificate is on file. 

For further information, follow the below link to the Episcopal Safe Church Training 
information page:  https://www.episcopalct.org/Find-Resources/General-Parish-
Operations/Safe-Church-Resources/Safe-Church-Training-Schedule 

†  Push Button Evangelism 
 

Hey, are you constantly posting, tweeting and hashtagging? 
 

If you love social media, we need your help!  Help promote St. Paul’s 
by helping us share information, news, sermons, pictures and events. 

 

What is a Social Media Ambassador? 
Social Media Ambassadors share St. Paul’s social media content and post to our pages 

on a regular basis: 

Like our posts, respond to threads, favorite or retweet. 

Post your own original content related to St. Paul’s and mention or tag us at least once 
a month. 

Share our Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, YouTube social media posts on a regular 
basis (at least three times per month). 

By sharing information you think is relevant to your social networks, you help us share 
our news while becoming a valuable source of information and it’s a great, non-threatening 
way to introduce your families and friends to St. Paul’s. 

To become a social media ambassador, send us a message through one of our social 
media channels, email StPaulsSwordPoints@gmail.com, or call 917-262-9136. 

https://www.episcopalct.org/Find-Resources/General-Parish-Operations/Safe-Church-Resources/Safe-Church-Training-Schedule/
https://www.episcopalct.org/Find-Resources/General-Parish-Operations/Safe-Church-Resources/Safe-Church-Training-Schedule/
mailto:StPaulsSwordPoints@gmail.com
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†  Lessons and Carols on December 13th 
 

If you like to sing, you are welcome to join our special choir for Lessons & Carols.  
Remaining rehearsals are on Dec. 7 and Dec. 10 at 7 pm.  The only prerequisites are as 
follows: 1) you like to sing Christmas music, and 2) you like to be around people who 
like to sing Christmas music.  No previous participation in the music ministry required!  
Please contact Kirsten Peterson for more details: kirpeterson@comcast.net 

†  Quilt Raffle 
 

T ickets are being sold each Sunday 
during coffee hour for this beautiful 

Christmas quilt.  All the proceeds will 
benefit the Hearts to Hands Ministry.  The 
tickets will be available after each service and 
the drawing will be held on Sunday, 
December 20th.  Tickets are $5 each or 5 for 
$20.  The quilt is 44 by 51 inches and is 
called “Silent Night.”  It was machine 
embroidered and then pieced.  

 

†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

Thursday, December 3rd 

Francis Xavier 
Missionary to the Far East, 1552 

 

F rancis Xavier was one of the great missionaries of the 
church.  Born is Spain in 1506, he studied locally 

before taking up university studies in Paris in 1526, receiving a 
master’s degree in 1530.  While in Paris he met Ignatius 
Loyola and together with a small group of companions, they 
bound themselves together for the service of God on August 
15, 1534, the beginning of what would later become the 
Society of Jesus, or the Jesuits.  After further theological study, 
Francis and Ignatius were ordained together in 1537. 

As the nuncio to the east for the King of Portugal, John III, 
Francis went to India, arriving at Goa on the western coast in 

1542.  He later moved south and traveled as well to Sri Lanka (Ceylon) and the Molucca 
Islands, now Indonesia.  For seven years he labored among the people there, winning many 
converts to the faith, baptizing, teaching, and trying to ease the suffering of the people.  His 
efforts were not always well received.  New Christians were often abused and enslaved and 
sometimes killed. 

In 1549 Francis moved on to the southern region of Japan and immediately set about 
learning the language and preparing a catechism to support his missionary efforts.  In time 
he moved north to the imperial capital, Kyoto, and made an effort to see the Mikado, the 
Japanese emperor.  Civil strife and localized resistance made Francis’ Japanese efforts 
difficult, but he came away from the experience with a deep sense of respect for the people 
and their culture. 

After returning to India 1551, Francis was appointed the Jesuit Provincial for India, but 
he was not satisfied only to maintain the work already begun.  He immediately set out for 
China, at the time closed to foreigners, in hopes of launching new missionary efforts there.  
He set up camp near the mouth of the Canton River in August 1552, hoping to secure 
passage into the country.  Later that year he took ill and died, at age forty-six, on December 
3, 1552.  His remains were later transferred back to Goa, India. 

mailto:kirpeterson@comcast.net


8  

 

†  Happy Birthday to You! 
 
Leena Bernardo celebrates today!  Tuesday the big 
day for Janet Franklin & Tara Shepley.  Brandon 
Smalls will be blowing out candles on Wednesday.  
Have a blessed day everyone! 

† The Christmas Pageant is Dec. 13th 
 

We will be hosting our annual Christmas pageant during the 

10:30 service on Sunday, December 13th.  All major parts 

have been assigned and the final run through for these 

parts will be Sunday, December 6th, directly following the 

10:30 service.  All other children can simply come at 

9:30 am the day of the pageant to receive their costume 

and participate. 

Following the Christmas pageant, all are invited to join 

us in Crocker Hall for an Advent brunch, celebrating the 

birth of our Savior Jesus Christ.  Cake and drinks will be 

provided.  Please use the following guide to help us 

complete the meal: 

Last Name A-H - Fruit/Veggies, dip 

Last Name I-P - Breakfast breads (danish, bagels, doughnuts, breads) 

Last Name Q-Z - Sides (potato/macaroni salad, cheese/crackers, lunch meat/rolls)  

Wake me up, O Lord, that I may be alert and aware of your presence, this Advent. 
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†  Greening of the Church 

P lease join us for the "Greening of 

the Church" on Saturday, 

December 12, at noon.  Everyone is 

welcome to come enjoy Christmas 

cookies, egg nog and fellowship as we 

listen to Christmas music and share in this 

traditional time of decorating the church.  

If you have any questions, please contact 

Gail Winkley at 203-775-3343 or 

gailwinkley@yahoo.com.  Thank you. 

 

†  Good Samaritan Mission Success Story 
 

A t Good Samaritan Mission, we meet a lot of great people, each 
with a different story.  I thought I would share one particular 

story of transformation with you. 
Vincent is a young man who found himself in 

Danbury last spring without direction and 
without a place to live.  He had come up north to 

attend a substance abuse treatment program, only to find it was not 
what he expected.  Walking the streets without anywhere to go, he 
met a couple of men who suggested he go to our shelter for help. 

Vincent came here shortly afterwards and explained to Hal, our 
Shelter Coordinator, that he had no place to stay that night, and 
further explained that he had left his previous program because he 
was discouraged from studying the Bible there.  Hal brought Vincent 
across the street to talk to Gabe, our Director of Discipleship House.  
Hal and Gabe encouraged Vincent to consider coming to 
Discipleship House, and promised him a bed at our shelter until he 
could move in.  Vincent took them up on the offer. 

That was six months ago, and I am happy to tell you that Vincent has turned his life 
around.  With the help of Good Samaritan Mission, he has been sober for the longest period 
of his life.  He is working, has gotten connected with a local church for support, and is in 
the process of developing a career plan for the rest of his life.  He is also a volunteer 
basketball coach in the community.  Importantly, his success has been a source of 
inspiration to the other residents here, who see in Vincent’s success that their dreams are 
possible as well. 

Vincent’s achievements are the result of hard work, but more importantly, great faith.  
He has learned the difference between “getting better” and being transformed by the Holy 
Spirit.  He knows that as he follows Jesus, and is encouraged to do so, true healing will 
happen, and true hope will come forth.  This Transformation is the foundation of what we 
do and teach here, and something we work to instill in what we do and say more and more 
every day. 

I could tell you similar stories, but I will be sensitive to your time.  As the Director of 
Good Samaritan Mission, I firmly believe in what God is doing here.  Would you consider 
partnering with us this holiday season with a donation?  No amount is too small, and all of it 
will support His work here in Danbury. 

Simply click here and then click “donate” on the top right of the screen, or send your 
donation to us at the address below. 

Thank you for your time and consideration, and have a blessed Christmas! 
Sincerely, 
Mark W. Grasso, Executive Director 
Good Samaritan Mission 
22 Maple Avenue, Danbury, CT 06810 

mailto:gailwinkley@yahoo.com?subject=Church%20Greening
http://gsminc.org/


10  

 
†  Scholarly Speaking 

 

Advent 
 

T he earliest traces of an Advent season are found in Spain, about the year 380, and 
by the end of the next century several surviving sermons are titled as “Advent 

Sermons.”  Over the next century observance spread through the 
Western church, in some places simply as a time of fasting and 
prayer, but in others as a liturgical observance with appointed 
readings and prayers for the season.  The length of the season also 
varied greatly from one week to six or more.*  By the end of the sixth 
century, the time when Augustine came to England, the season that 
we know today spanning the four Sundays and intermediate 
weekdays before Christmas, was widely observed. 

Although different readings were used in different times and 
places, the liturgical observance of the season generally took on three 
main themes.  The final coming of Christ as judge and king (often 
discussed under the heading of eschatology, the study of the last 
things - commonly treated under the headings of death, judgment, 
heaven, and hell); the coming of Christ to his earthly ministry 
(usually presented through the preparatory ministry of John Baptist); 
and the birth of Christ (his coming into the world). 

In Anglican (and Lutheran) tradition prior to the revisions of the 1970’s the Gospel for 
Advent I was Matthew’s account of Christ’s triumphal entry into Jerusalem, followed by 
Jesus’ prediction of the coming of the Son of Man (Luke 21), the encounter of John 

Baptist’s disciples with Jesus (Matt. 11), and the preaching of 
John (John 19).  The same sequence was found in pre-
Reformation missals of northern Europe, but the south 
European pattern prevailed in RC usage until after Vatican II.  
Here the Palm Gospel is omitted, the next three are each 
moved up one week, and an additional reading of John’s 
preaching (Juke 3) appears on the final Sunday.  It will be 
noted that none of these Gospels deal with the Nativity, but 
that theme is covered in some of the anthems attached to both 
the Mass and the Offices (in RC usage) and in the readings of 
the Anglican Offices.  The Entry Gospel, while out of place in 
the literal sense, give a symbolic of Christ’s coming as our 
King, and I regret that it was entirely omitted from the 
Current lectionary scheme. 

 In our three year lectionary the readings for Advent I 
always speak of the return of the Son of Man; for Advent II, 

of the early preaching of John the Baptist, For Advent III we 
have two accounts of his further preaching and one of the visit 
of his disciples to Jesus while John himself is in prison; and 
finally on Advent IV we have three accounts related to the 
Nativity: Matthew’s telling of the coming of the angel to 
Joseph with news of Mary’s pregnancy and the assurance that 
it is of God, Luke’s account of the Annunciation to Mary, and 
then Luke’s account of Mary’s visit to Elizabeth.  These 
Gospel readings have no place in the older BCP or RC 
schemes; but the Annunciation does appear in the ancient 

Spanish Mozarabic Rite‡ on 
December 18, one week 
before the Nativity as a 
direct reminder of that first 
coming that we are now 
preparing to celebrate. 

(Continued on page 11) 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
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Pray It Up!  Notice the Red and White prayer request cards in the pew?  Each Sunday, fill out 

your request, put it in the red bowl on the table on the way to communion.  Then take a card from 

the bowl either right then or after service.  Pray for that request for one week.  How comforting to 

know that your request is being prayed for and that you are praying for someone else’s!  You might 

just be praying for the person sitting next to you!  Or, if you’d prefer - please send your request to 

St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!   

In those churches that use liturgical colors (and many now do so 
informally) violet or blue are the most common and other markers of 
the season are the use of evergreens, rather than flowers) for 
decoration, and, in general, the use of simpler music, and in modern 
times the use of an Advent Wreath§ to count down the season.  
Another home custo is the use of an Advent Calendar, again to count 
down the days.  Many of the commercially available ones are rather 
more oriented to the secular celebration of Christmas gifts that to the 
more spiritual elements of the season not necessarily a bad thing, but 
often sub Christian.  A notable exception is now available free for 
online use, and I urge you to look at it.  It is incorporated in the blog, 
“Full Homely Divinity” and can be reached by clicking on the Jesse 

Tree Icon on the top right side of the page.  The same icon will also bring you back to the 
opening age to select another date .. 

Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence  
 

* Mershman, Francis. "Advent."  The Catholic Encyclopedia  Vol. 1. New York: Robert Appleton Company, 
1907.  Retrieved 12/3/15. I 

† It does, however, occur at Morning Prayer on the following Monday in the American BCP. 
‡ This liturgy is quite different from the normal Roman Use and still survives in a few churches in Toledo; parts 

of it have also been incorporated into the Spanish Reformed (in full communion with the Episcopal Church) 
Prayer Book 

§ I have written about these, and other aspects of the season such as the ‘O come, Emmanuel’ hymn and 
antiphons, in past issues of Sword Points. 

(Continued from page 10) Advent 

Did you miss last week’s Children’s sermon?  

Click here to watch it. 

†  Dorothy Day 
Ministry 

 

E very second Thursday of 
the month, it’s St. Paul’s 

turn to cook and serve meals at 
the Dorothy Day Hospitality 
House in Danbury.  Please 
consider helping out in this vital 
ministry.  Contact Barbara 
DeAnzeris or Don Winkley for 
more 
info.  

Prepare for 

Christmas by 

clicking on our 

bell tower & 

listening to 

some Advent 

carillon music. 

mailto:prayingnow2@gmail.com
http://fullhomelydivinity.org/index.html
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/01165a.htm
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/childrens-sermons.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/audio/StPB_Carillon_-_Advent.mp3
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/audio/StPB_Carillon_-_Advent.mp3
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/audio/StPB_Carillon_-_Advent.mp3
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/audio/StPB_Carillon_-_Advent.mp3
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/audio/StPB_Carillon_-_Advent.mp3
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/audio/StPB_Carillon_-_Advent.mp3
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/audio/StPB_Carillon_-_Advent.mp3
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/audio/StPB_Carillon_-_Advent.mp3


12  

 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“And this is my prayer: that your love may increase ever more and 

more in knowledge and every kind of perception, to discern what is 

of value…” (Philippians 1:9-10) 
 

G littery holiday ads can blind us to our stewardship values 

and distort our needs and wants.  It is important that during 

this season of endless buying we remember that each of us also 

has the need to give back to God and to those that are in need. 

Please join us for the Understanding and Answering Islam Conference on Friday, 

January 15 from 7 - 9 pm and Saturday, January 16 from 9 am to 3:30 pm. 

Understanding and Answering Islam 2016 

The conference will be livestreamed to our Guild Room from Peachtree Corners 

Baptist Church in Norcross, GA. 

Contact Tara Shepley for more info  A $20 registration will include lunch. 

RZIM regularly gathers some of the world’s leading Christian scholars researching 

Islam, as well as some of the greatest contemporary apologists to Muslims. 

W e do not draw people to Christ by loudly discrediting what they believe, by telling 

them how wrong they are and how right we are, but by showing them a light that is 

so lovely that they want with all their hearts to know the source of it.~ Madeleine L'Engle  
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†  Pray It Up 
 
Notice the Red and White prayer request cards in the pew?  

Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the red bowl on the 
table on the way to communion.  Then take a card from the bowl 
either right then or after service.  Pray for that request for one 
week.  How comforting to know that your request is being prayed 
for and that you are praying for someone else’s!  You might just 
be praying for the person sitting next to you!  Or, if you’d prefer 
- please send your request to St. Paul’s at 
prayingnow2@gmail.com!   

 A Christian 

Alternative 

to Yoga 

TRANSFORM YOUR WORKOTRANSFORM YOUR WORKOTRANSFORM YOUR WORKOUTS INTOUTS INTOUTS INTO   

WORSHIP WITH PRAISEMWORSHIP WITH PRAISEMWORSHIP WITH PRAISEMOVES OVES OVES ------      

THE CHRISTIAN ALTERNTHE CHRISTIAN ALTERNTHE CHRISTIAN ALTERNATIVE TO YOGA ATIVE TO YOGA ATIVE TO YOGA    

Deep Stretching, Gentle Movement, and Strong Scrip-
ture 

combine for flexibility and strength. 

Classes held in Crocker Hall each Saturday at 10 am with Mary 

Perry, Certified PraiseMoves Instructor  Drop by or Email 

Mary with questions at maryperry2@me.com 

St. Paul's Boot Camp Class 
Tuesday & Thursday evenings 5:45 – 6:45 pm at St. Paul’s Church 

 

I s your Temple in need of some rebuilding?  Or are you 
looking for a way to help maintain what you have 

already built?  If so, please join us for Saint Paul's Boot 
Camp class!  All fitness levels & adult ages (18 & up) are 
welcome.  Bring a friend if you would like! 

Fun & fitness can go together.  Workouts are varied to 
keep your body guessing, and to provide you with a varied, 
challenging workout at YOUR fitness level.  Increase your strength, flexibility, 
cardiovascular endurance, balance & agility. 

Workouts will be held outside at the church unless weather forces us inside.  
You just need to bring a mat that can be used outdoors, & dumbbells if you have 
them.  Wear any comfortable workout clothing, cross trainers or running shoes.  
Bring your water bottle & you are ready to go! 

Questions?  Contact Mary Perry (maryperry2@me.com / 203-994-0643) or 
Diane Froelick (froelickd@gmail.com / 704-609-6502). 

Name Tags - Please be courteous to fellow parishioners, to newcomers 
and guests by extending a warm welcome to them and by wearing your 
name tag.  And remember to wear them to coffee hour as well. 

Advent means we 
“Add” new moves 

I “Invent.” 

mailto:prayingnow2@gmail.com
mailto:maryperry2@me.com
mailto:maryperry2@me.com
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†  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 

 

Opening Hymn Prepare the Way, O Zion 
Gradual Hymn Blessed Be the God of Israel   Tune: Munich 
Offertory Hymn There’s a Voice in the Wilderness Crying 

Closing Hymn On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry 
 

“There’s a Voice in the Wilderness Crying” 
 

I n this season of Advent, the words of the prophet Isaiah take center stage, foretelling 
the birth of Jesus. Isaiah 40 calls out: ‘In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, 

make straight in the desert a highway for our God." 
This call is a warning, perhaps, of how Emmanuel (God-With-Us) will turn our world 

upside down.  Not only did the savior's entrance take everyone by surprise by coming to us 
as a child, but then, as the child grew to adulthood, he continued to shake up social norms: 
the outcasts were the ones who God favored, the last shall be first, and the chains of 
oppression shall be broken. 

James Lewis Milligan wrote the hymn "There's a Voice in the Wilderness Crying" at the 
creation of The United Church of Canada, when the Presbyterian, Methodist and 
Congregational churches united in 1925 (and yes, I do find a bit of humor in the fact that 
this song, using text about wilderness, was written for the establishment of a church in a 
country that has lots of wild places). 

 

There’s a voice in the wilderness crying, 
a call from the ways untrod: 
prepare in the desert a highway, 
a highway for our God! 
The valleys shall be exalted, 
the lofty hills brought low; 
make straight all the crooked places, 
where the Lord our God may go! 
 

O Zion, give voice to good tidings, 
ascend to the heights and sing! 
Proclaim to a desolate people 
the coming of their King. 
The works of pride all perish, 
like flowers they shall decay; 
the power and pomp of nations 
shall pass like a dream away. 
 

This song calls me, in this season of Advent, for the coming of the one is not only 
radicalizing the world, but also my life, inviting me to enter into a holy time of preparation. 
God comes into our world and lives in surprising, unexpected ways.  Am I ready?  Am I 
ready to experience the power of love, liberation, release, and joy that God offers? 

by Karen Oliveto 

P aul talks about “producing 

a harvest of righteousness 

that comes through Jesus Christ 

for the glory and praise of God.”  

As Disciples and stewards, how does 

our daily life, and our gratitude to God 

for all His gifts reflect for others “the glory and praise of God”?  How 

can we best work at being good “harvesters.”? 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i2vtX5d2TN0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w30Q6jDKNZE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mA73oyWm5gg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3EXZigNfaQY
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Our New Teachers 

M rs. Joan Boehm (right) is new to our Level Two classroom, teaching 

grade 2 and 3 and mentions how much she loves her class each time that 

we see her.  Mr. John Tuthill (guess) has begun teaching our Level Three class-

room, teaching grade 4 and 5 and brings vast experience working in a nearby 

school district.  Mrs. Anette Hamerski is working with our Middle School level 

class this year and has already begun to develop such a wonderful connection with 

her students.  We are so lucky to have these three dedicated teachers join our Sun-

day School staff and we praise God for the myriad of ways that He will use them to 

guide and bless the children of Saint Paul's this year. 
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†  Start Spreading the Good News! 
 

F or this is what the Lord has commanded us: “I have made 

you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring salvation to 

the ends of the earth.”        - Acts 13:47  

"Awaken me!"  
An Advent Quiet Morning 

 
 

Fresh Springs Retreats will be sponsoring another 
Advent 'Quiet Morning' in five different locations.  The 
theme for the day is Awaken Me, taken from a prayer-
poem by Joyce Rupp. 
 
 

Advent is the "Keep Awake" season, but how do we 
shake off the inertia that lulls us back to sleep?  What 
is the state of the 'gardens of our lives'?  What needs 
to be awakened in us so we are ready to meet 
Emmanuel and discover God with us?  This guided 
mini-retreat invites participants to pause in the midst 
of holiday shopping and decorating, to explore such 
questions; to enter into a different kind of Christmas 
preparation, a time of silence and prayer, with 
leaders providing a context for reflection. 
Light refreshments will be available. 
Suggested donation, $20. 
Registration is encouraged, but not required.  Call the number below, connected 
to the location you would like to join. 
 
 

Saturday, December 5 
9am to 1pm, Holy Trinity, Enfield (860-749-2722),led by Wendy Lyons,  
9am to 1pm, Christ Church, Bethany (203-393-3399), led by the Rev. Lois Keen 
8:30am - 12:30pm, Christ the Healer,Stamford (203-322-6991) led by the Rev. 
Kate Heichler 
8:30am - 12:30pm. St. James' Church, New London, led by the Rev. Rachel 
Thomas (860-464-6516) and Ron Steed, Deacon Intern 
 
 

Saturday, December 12 
9am - 1pm St. Paul's, Woodbury (203-263-3541), led by the Rev. Greg Welin 

†  Christmas Giving Tree 
 

A nnually, Saint Paul’s adopts families from Brookfield who are financially 
struggling.  Soon there will be a tree in the back of the church with gift tags 

attached listing items requested by the families.  If you would like to bring some 
extra joy to the families, please take a tag or two from the tree. 

The unwrapped (a change from past years) gifts are due back to church by 
Sunday, December 13th, with the tag attached (most important).  Please keep 
under the maximum limit of $30 per gift.  In addition to the individual families we 
will be working with there will also be tags for a holiday shopping table.  This will 
provide small Gift items (up to $10: crayons, markers, hats, mittens, ear phones, 
movie tickets, etc.) and holiday necessities (batteries, tape, wrapping paper, bows, 
and candy).  Please find your tag number on the clipboard and write your name and 
phone number in the corresponding space.  Thank you in advance for showering 
Christmas blessings on the families. 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/21064.Sinclair_B_Ferguson
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

Son of Man, Victorious Lord 
 

 Malachi 3:1-4 

I n our Hebrew scripture reading the prophet promises that, as the day of the Lord’s 
judgment nears, God’s messenger will be sent to make ready the Lord’s way.  The priests 

and temple servants, who say they are waiting for the Lord, need cleansing and purifying most 
of all.  Suddenly the refiner will come to the temple, and then the offering of the people will be 
pleasing to the Lord.  On this day Christians recognize that, with the bringing of the child Jesus 
to the temple, the time of purifying judgment has begun. 
 Canticle 16 

A song of thanksgiving and prophecy.  The child will be 
called the prophet of the Most High and will make a way for the 
Lord. 
 Philippians 1:3-11 

In this lesson Paul greets the new disciples in the town of 
Philippi, gives thanks for their sharing in the gospel, and prays 
that they may be found without fault on the judgment day of 
Christ.  It is likely that this message of affection and 
appreciative joy was written toward the latter part of Paul’s 
ministry, perhaps while he was in prison.  He expresses great 
confidence that the work of grace begun by God in his converts 
will be brought to fruition. 

 Luke 3:1-6 
The Gospel of Luke sets the prophetic ministry of John the 

Baptist in the context of its time in history.  It was customary during this era to date events with 
reference to the lives of rulers and well-known public figures.  Within this history the word of 
God comes to John as he preaches his baptism of repentance.  His ministry is in fulfillment of 
the words of Isaiah concerning the one who prepares the way of the Lord. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   

“““I n these times, how then shall we live?  Live for 

Christ!”  To replay all our sermons, audio and 

videos follow this link for The Sunday Sermons.  Check 

out our sermon archives as well. 

Luke 3:1-6 
"And so again we are 

reminded that the desire 

of our flesh to see the 

salvation of God is to 

desire something that is a 

far cry from our present 

lived reality." 

 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv2_RCL.html#OldTest2
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv2_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv2_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv2_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv2_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv2_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv2_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2015.html
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Pray It Up!  Notice the Red and White prayer request cards in the pew?  Each Sunday, fill out 

your request, put it in the red bowl on the table on the way to communion.  Then take a card from 

the bowl either right then or after service.  Pray for that request for one week.  How comforting to 

know that your request is being prayed for and that you are praying for someone else’s!  You might 

just be praying for the person sitting next to you!  Or, if you’d prefer - please send your request to 

St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!   

†  Christmas Memorial Flowers 
 

A nyone wishing to remember loved ones and friends with a 

beautiful poinsettia plant that will be decorating the church 

for the Christmas services, please use an envelope found on the back 

table for this purpose.  All memorials are due Sunday, December 13 in 

order to be printed in the Christmas Eve bulletin.  If you have any questions, 

please contact Gail Winkley, 203-775-3343 or gailwinkley@yahoo.com. 

mailto:prayingnow2@gmail.com
mailto:gailwinkley@yahoo.com?subject=Christmas%20Flowers
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Dot Blake and other parishioners convalescing in 
extended care facilities. 
.....Christ Church, Bethany; St. Thomas’, Bethel; Christ 
Church, Bethlehem; Old St. Andrew’s, Bloomfield. 
.....Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
......For the children of the world, and for all ECCT 
ministries for children at risk. 
.....Barbara Kast, Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean 
Stauffer, Gary Stein, Sue Balla, Betty Gardner, Ed 
Licence, Rose Barrett, Lorraine Estok, Fr. George Hall, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Debbi 
Pomeroy, Roger Kovacs & Lee Rybos, continued healing. 
.....the people of Chile; the people of Greece - Hellenic Republic; and our sister and brother 
members of the Baptist General Conference (Sweden). 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of advancing ISIS forces.  
Pray also for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection with the UN peacekeeping service. 
…..St. Thomas, Bethel and their Food Pantry, which is the recipient of our food basket 
collections for the month of December. 
.....Maldives, for weekly radio programs that broadcast the gospel in this very closed nation. 
.....Ridgefield Baptist Church, a congregational partner of the Jericho Partnership. 
.....the safe return of Denise’s dog. 
.....Michelle, Joyce & John Sarver’s daughter, healing of cancer. 
.....Barbara, 79, Gretchen Barbieri’s mother, for healing regarding her torn rotator cuff, 
successful dental surgery, and good test results from her biopsy.   
.....Pete, for comfort and successful healing from brain surgery. 
.....Ken Egan, healing of cancer. 
.....Gloria Dom, Beth Trott’s mother, relief from terrible muscle spasms in her lower back. 
…..4 Year old Liam who has Neuroblastoma, pray for total healing and the strength to get 
through it his chemotherapy treatments. 
.....Janis, Kathy DeSanti’s sister, healing from headaches and falling, and a small brain 
tumor. 
.....Mary, Mike DeAnzeris’ mother, healing of her broken hip. 
.....Adam Fernand, a retired Danbury police officer who has recently been diagnosed with 
kidney and liver distress, possibly cancer. 

Almighty everliving God, you are always more ready to hear than we to 

pray, and to give more than we desire or deserve; pour upon us the abun-

dance of your mercy, forgiving us those things of which our conscience is 

afraid, and giving us those things for which our prayer dares not ask.  Amen. 

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 
 

Links We Like 
 
 

Things That Make You Think 
 
 

Back Issues of Sword Points 
 
 

Christmas is a time of wonder.  
It’s a time when people from all 

nations can join together and 
ponder the humble birth of a 

baby who came to earth as part 
of God’s plan.  And it was 

simply because He loved us.  

http://www.christchurchbethany.org/
http://www.stthomasbethel.org/
http://www.episcopalchurch.org/parish/christ-church-bethlehem-ct
http://www.episcopalchurch.org/parish/christ-church-bethlehem-ct
http://www.oldstandrews.net/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chile
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greece
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baptist_General_Conference
http://www.stthomasbethel.org/
http://www.stthomasbethel.org/FoodPantrySchedule
http://www.ridgefieldbaptist.org/web/
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jepfp3iYWrA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jepfp3iYWrA
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(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   

S ome people have you over for turkey on Thanksgiving.  And if you’re like our 

parishioners, the Sampson’s, you have your turkey over for Thanksgiving.  

Literally.  You see they have a pet turkey!  As well as some pet 

chickens.  And other normal pets.  This turkey was not the subject 

of their dinner, however.  He just dropped by for a sip out of the 

dog’s water bowl. 

† It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks 
Sword Points: 

 

C hris Barrett, Sandy Chadwick, 
Sandy Chaleski, Barbara 

DeAnzeris, Lynne Donnelly, Carol 
Ferro, Diane Loring, Bill Loring,  Beth 
Miller, Nicole O’Connors, Patrick 
O’Connors, 
Mary Perry, 
Ken Perry, 
Kirsten 
Peterson, 
Rayna 
Sampson, 
Joe Shepley, 
David Szen, 
Pam Szen & 
Gail 
Winkley. 

 
 

 

Selfie(s) with the Father(s) 

“Hey, don’t be 

looking a me 

like that!” 

http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000428757685
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/

