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in 1954 by the Rev. 
A. Pierce Middleton 

 

Dear Friends, 

T he word "Hallelujah" is an invitation to worship - it literally means "Praise 
(Hallal) the Lord (Yahweh)."  Hallal is derived from a Hebrew word 

meaning, "flash forth light."  The last five chapters in the book of Psalms (146-
150) comprise what might be considered a great "Hallelujah Chorus" to this 

"Hallel" book, the "book of Israel's 
praises," as the book of Psalms was 
called by the Israelites. 

Each psalm in this five-psalm group both 
begins and ends with an exclamatory 
"Praise ye the Lord," or, in the Hebrew, 
"Hallelujah!"  This word, Hallelujah, 
occurs 22 times in the book of Psalms.  
This is significant in that the Hebrew 

language has just 22 letters, suggesting to us that the very purpose of language 
is for God to reveal His Word to us and for us then to respond with 
thanksgiving and praise to God. 

Here are two things to proclaim Hallelujah about following our wonderful 
Christmas together: we had our largest attendance in many years through our 
three Christmas services 
(particularly the 9 pm), and we 
have ended our fiscal year in the 
black once again.  Well done, 
my beloved flock.  May the 
Lord be praised as we engage 
God's mission together, flashing 
forth God's light, in 2016. 

Wishing you a holy new year 
filled with wonder, awe and 
praise.  Hallelujah! 

Faithfully your Rector, 

St. Paul’s Church 
174 Whisconier Road 

Brookfield, Connecticut   06804 

(203) 775-9587 

www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com 
 

The Rev. Joseph Shepley, Rector 

Beth Miller, Parish Office Coordinator 

(Psalm 150:1)  

"Hallelujah!"   

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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Men’s Bible Study - Hebrews 

 

O ur men's Bible study has started and is well into Hebrews!  
On Monday evenings, from 7-8 pm, the men gather in 

Crocker Hall to study the Epistle to the 
Hebrews, where Fr. Joe leads us verse by 
verse.  Together they are learning about the 
Old Testament priesthood and how Jesus 
Christ provides all believers with unfettered 
access to God.   
 Watch our previous week’s studies here. 

†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Wed, Dec 30 - 10:00 am - Holy Communion II & Healing 

  7:00 pm - Wacky Wednesday, Meet in Crocker Hall 

Thu, Dec 31 - 9:00 pm - New Year’s Eve Party, Guild Room 

  11:30 pm - Holy Communion, Guild Room 

Fri, Jan  1 -   The Holy NameThe Holy NameThe Holy Name 

  10:30 am - Holy Communion 

  12:00 pm - Parish Hike, Meet in Crocker Hall 

Sat, Jan  2 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 

  11:00 am - House of Prayer, Sanctuary 

  6:30 pm - Ugly Sweater Night, Crocker Hall 

Sun, Jan  3 -   2nd Sunday After Christmas2nd Sunday After Christmas2nd Sunday After Christmas 

  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion 

Mon, Jan  4 - 8:00 am - Free Coffee Monday 

  10:00 am - Christian Caring, Tuck Room 

  7:00 pm - Stephen Ministry, Guild Room 

  7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall 

Tue, Jan  5-  9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

  5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Crocker Hall 

  7:00 pm - Boy Scouts Troop 5, Crocker Hall 

Wed, Jan  6 -   The EpiphanyThe EpiphanyThe Epiphany 
  10:00 am - Holy Communion I & Healing 

  7:30 pm - Holy Communion 

Thu, Jan  7 - 5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 pm - Mission Committee, Guild Room 

  7:30 pm - Property Committee, Classroom 

  7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall 

Sat, Jan  9 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 

  10:00 am - Jericho Food Pantry, Danbury 

  11:00 am - House of Prayer, Sanctuary 

Sun, Jan 10 -   1st Sunday after the Epiphany1st Sunday after the Epiphany1st Sunday after the Epiphany 

  8:00 am - Traditional Communion (LiveStream) 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Communion 

  4:00 pm - Youth Group 

https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ISkmAa7MAPM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ISkmAa7MAPM
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Sat, Dec 26 - St. Stephen, Deacon & 

Martyr 

 We started with our 7:30 am Men’s 

Prayer Breakfast in Crocker Hall; followed 

by Holy Eucharist with homily 

by Fr. Crocker at 9:15; then at 

10 our PraiseMovers wound the 

year down with gentle 

stretching, soothing music, 

encouraging scripture and a 

lavender filled devotional time. 
 

Sun, Dec 27 - 1st Sunday after Christmas 

 We worshiped with better than expected 

attendance at 8 and10:30 am.  In between our 

Rector’s Forum at 9:30 enjoyed “O Little 

Town of Bethlehem,” a 

special presentation 

from our Holy Land 

pilgrims who have 

visited the birthplace of 

the Christ child. 

Mon, Dec 28 - St. John, Apostle & 

Evangelist 

 Our Guild 

Room was 

packed and 

spellbound as 

the Men’s Bible 

Study hosted a 

dramatic 

showing of “St. John in Exile” which 

featured actor Dean Jones. 
 

Tue, Dec 29 - The Holy Innocents 

 On an icy night more than 20 

parishioners turned out at the home of Mary 

& Ken Perry in Newtown for a House 

Blessing that 

included Holy 

Eucharist, 

dessert and 

fellowship. 

(Continued on page 5) 

T he Twelve Days of Christmas is probably the most misunderstood part of 
the church year among Christians who are not part of liturgical church traditions.  

Contrary to much popular belief, these are not the twelve days before Christmas, but in 
most of the Western Church are the twelve days from Christmas until the beginning of 
Epiphany (January 6th; the 12 days count from December 25th until January 5th). 

Once again we are celebrating the Christmas season with plenty of opportunities to 
Worship, Celebrate, Fellowship, Outreach, Reflect and Discover. 

Take part in as many activities as you can.  Merry Christmas. 

Our 12 Days 

of Christmas 

has been 

well 

attended so 

far and been 

lots of fun.  

Just us for 

our 

remaining 

events. 
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Wed, Dec 30 - You 

never know what will 

happen on Wacky 

Wednesday!  This 

spur of the moment event 

took us to the Blue Colony 

Diner in Newtown where we 

witnessed a marriage 

proposal serenaded by a 

barbershop quartet.  Click on 

the video to see what she 

said! 
 

Thu, Dec 31 - New Year’s Eve Party 

 Celebrate the New 

Year in style in our 

Guild Room at 9 pm.  

We’ll party ‘til 11:30 

then celebrate the 1st 

Eucharist of 2016.  

Bring your favorite 

dip or appetizer. 

Fri, Jan  1 - Feast of the Holy Name 

 Start the New Year with Holy Eucharist 

at 10:30 am.  Fr. Crocker will 

impress us with all the names 

of Jesus he has learned.  

Following the service we’ll 

head across the street for a 

brief, family friendly hike in 

Williams Park. 
 

Sat, Jan  2 - Ugly Sweater 

Night 

 Join us at 6:30 in your 

“not so finest” sweater for a 

Potluck Dinner / Game & 

Movie Night Extravaganza.  Our Youth 

Group is hosting & judging this contest!  Fun 

for the whole family. 
 

Sun, Jan  3 - 2nd Sunday after Christmas 

 Sunday is for worship: 

Traditional Eucharist at 8 

or Contemporary Eucharist 

at 10:30.  This is Photo 

Sunday.  Camera use all 

morning encouraged and 

during coffee hour we’ll 

show you how to post your 

pictures on our website as well as our 

Instagram, Twitter and Facebook pages. 
 

Mon, Jan  4 - It will be Free Coffee 

Monday as we hand 

out free coffee from 8 

to 9 am to surprised 

morning commuters 

and back-to-schoolers 

driving by St. Paul’s.  

Assist us in this 

outreach by holding a 

sign, passing out coffee, donating some 

baked goods, inviting folks in, passing out 

info or praying for someone.  Last year this 

event spawned a whole new ministry for us, 

“Beyond the Red Door.” 
 

Tue, Jan  5 - Be part of 

our outreach as we take a 

hot meal to the Jericho 

Homeless Shelter in 

Danbury.  Some of our 

men will spend the night. 
 

Wed, Jan  6 - The Epiphany 

 To concluded our 12 Day 

festivities, we’ll open the 

Epiphany season with a 

fan favorite special 7:30 

pm candlelight 

celebration of the 

Eucharist. 

(Continued from page 4) 

12 Days of Christmas 

R emember, Christmas is about giving, so for the 12 Days of Christmas, support 

the Jericho Partnership by bringing in food for their pantry, books for 

children, socks and toiletries for the homeless.  They’ll be blessed and so will you. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gOYxu4LpMVc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gOYxu4LpMVc
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O ur yearly Annual 

Meeting will be held on 

January 24 in Crocker Hall 

between the services.  Please 

volunteer to add a hot or cold 

breakfast food item to the 

refreshment table.  A sign up 

sheet will be placed in the back of 

the church.  Some ideas would be 

muffins, donuts, keish, hot egg dishes, bagels, French toast dish, cookies, or any item of 

your choice.  Please help to make this year's meeting a success! 

†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

Friday, January 1st 
 

The Feast of the Holy Name of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
 

O n the church’s liturgical calendar, New Year’s Day, January 1, is also the Feast of 
the Holy Name of Our Lord Jesus Christ.  It is also sometimes called the Feast of 

the Circumcision, since it is observed on the eighth day or “octave” of Jesus’ birth, when, in 
Jewish tradition, infant boys are circumcised and named, in accordance with the Law of 
Moses (Leviticus 12:3). 

“After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was called 
Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb” (Luke 2:21). 

The name “Jesus” comes from Joshua or Yehoshuah, the Hebrew word for “savior” or 
“deliverer.”  Devotion to the Holy Name can be traced back to Paul’s Letter to the 
Philippians, which says God highly exalted Jesus “and gave him the name that is above 
every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and 
under the earth” (Philippians 2:9-11). 

The observance of the Circumcision on the first day of January was originally 
designated as a fast day in A.D. 567, to counter pagan festivals that occurred at the 
beginning of each new year.  Eventually it evolved into a feast day, celebrating the naming 
of Jesus and his circumcision; in Jewish tradition circumcisions are often a festive 
occasions, when family and friends gather to witness the naming of the child. 

Collect for the Holy Name 
Eternal Father, you gave to your incarnate Son the holy name of Jesus to be the sign of 

our salvation: Plant in every heart, we pray, the love of him who is the Savior of the world, 
our Lord Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory 
everlasting.  Amen (Book of Common Prayer, p. 213). 

Hymn 435  (The Hymnal 1982) 
At the Name of Jesus 
every knee shall bow, 
every tongue confess him 
King of glory now; 
‘tis the Father’s pleasure 
we should call him Lord, 
who from the beginning 
was the mighty Word. … 
 
Name him, Christians, name him, 
with love strong as death, 
name with awe and wonder 
and with bated breath; 
he is God the Saviour, 
he is Christ the Lord, 
ever to be worshiped, 
trusted, and adored. 

“Circumcision of Christ” from the menologion of Basil II, 

11th century  
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†  Official Prayer of the Sword Points Editorial Board 

A lmighty God, keep us, we pray thee, from thinking of ourselves more highly than we 

ought to think, and ready at all times to step aside for others, that the cause of 

Christ may be advanced; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

A s part of our outreach, St. Paul’s donates gift cards and non-

perishable items to six area food pantries.  The non-perishable 

items are provided by our generous congregation and are truly appreciated.  

Donations for the food pantry can be left in the basket at the back of the 

church.  Delivery is made to one food pantry each month.  Thank you. 

C ovenant Envelopes for 2016 are in the back of the church.  Please take yours 

and those of any friends who may be absent, as this helps us save on mailing 

costs.  If you do not wish to use the covenant envelopes, as long as your gift can be 

identified, an account is established in your name and you will receive quarterly 

statements.  If you have any questions, please contact Beth Miller, Financial 

Secretary, at 203 775-9587 or bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com.  Thank you. 

 

†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

Thursday, December 31st 

Samuel Ajayi Crowther 
Bishop in the Niger Territories, 1891 

 

I n Canterbury Cathedral on St. Peter’s Day, June 29, 1864, Samuel Ajayi Crowther (c. 
1807 - 1891) was ordained the first African bishop in Nigeria for “the countries of 

Western Africa beyond the limits of the Queen’s domains.” 
Crowther’s gifts to the church were many.  A skilled linguist, he helped translate the 

Bible and Book of Common Prayer into Yoruba and other 
West African languages.  He founded schools and training 
colleges, where he encouraged the study of the Gospel, 
traditional subjects, and farming methods that allowed 
students to raise basic crops and cotton as sources of 
income. 
   As a child, Crowther had been captured in 1822 during a 
Nigerian civil war and sold to Portuguese slave traders.  
Intercepted by a British anti-slavery patrol, the ship and its 
human cargo were taken to Freetown, Sierra Leone, a 
haven for freed captives after the British Parliament 

abolished the slave trade in 1807.  There Crowther was educated at a Church Missionary 
Society (CMS) school, was baptized in 1825, and became a teacher in Sierra Leone, an 
active center of African Christian ministry that sent indigenous lay and ordained ministers 
throughout West Africa. 

Crowther’s leadership skills were soon evident, and in 1842 the CMS sent him to their 
Islington, England, training college.  He was ordained a year later, returned to Sierra Leone, 
and then moved on to Yoruba territory.  He also made extended mission journeys to the 
interior of Nigeria, where in encounters with Muslims he was known as a humble, patient 
listener and a thoughtful, non-polemical partner in dialogue. 

At the time of his ordination as bishop, the British tried to keep missionary activity 
solely under the control of white British clerics, some of whom set about subverting 
Crowther’s authority, something he patiently endured, while actively continuing his 
expansive work among Africans.  Despite the difficulties, Crowther’s achievement was 
considerable, and he has been called the most widely known African Christian of the 
nineteenth century.  He created a solid base from which a much later generation of 
indigenous African leadership emerged to chart their own political and ecclesial futures. 

mailto:bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com
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†  Scholarly Speaking 

 

What are Stations? 
 

I n the language of Christian liturgy, ‘Station’ means a designated 
place for prayer or other devotional acts.  Probably the most 

common usage for most of us is the ‘Stations of the Cross’ where 
worshippers can recall (whether individually or as a group) the events 
surrounding Christ’s death and burial.  A religious procession might 
include one or more stations associated with the day being observed 
(e.g. the Nativity scene at Christmas or the Font on the Feast of the 
Baptism of our Lord). 

Another, and older, usage goes back to the period of persecution in 
Rome where the Pope would appoint particular places (at that time 
usually Christian homes) where he would perform the liturgy on 

certain stated days.  The intent seems to have been to 
bring the Christian communities scattered through the 
city together to foster a sense of unity.  The legalization 
of Christianity under Constantine (313 AD) and the 
appearance of church buildings soon after made it 
possible to formalize the schedule for these stations.  
The list of station days and churches seems to have 
been pretty well settled in the late 5th century, although 
some changes have been made over time.  
Charlemagne (9th c.) made a point of bringing Roman 
liturgical books into northern Europe and here, even 
though they only applied to Rome, we find notations of 
the station churches - a practice that quickly spread and 
is still retained in some Missals. 
 A detailed description of such a stational mass 
dating from about 800 AD indicates that the Pope 
normally did celebrate these masses, though he could, 

on occasion, deputize a priest to take his place.  While it may not always have been kept 
strictly, it was only the departure of the popes to Avignon (1309 - 1378) that ended the 
practice, and it is only in modern times that there has been a limited revival of the custom.  
The Lateran Treaty of 1929 restored papal access to the city of Rome (and beyond) and 
gave the pope jurisdiction over the churches of the city, and Pius XI and XII established 
indulgences for those who visited the station churches on the appointed days.  The earliest 
observance of the station days was apparently associated with days of fasting; and for about 
50 years the Pontifical North American College (the seminary in Rome for candidates from 
the USA and Canada) has been observing the Lenten stations, usually at the original 
churches, with English language masses.  John XXIII and Paul VI both celebrated some 
stational masses, and their successors have restored the practice of public papal celebrations 
(largely abandoned even before Avignon) but have not 
regularly kept the stations.  Indeed I first started exploring 
this issue when I noted that Pope Francis celebrated the 
Christmas midnight mass at St. Peter’s rather than at the 
traditional station of Santa Maria Maggiore, originally 
chosen because it has a relic of the (supposed) Manger of 
Bethlehem.  (Sorry if I sound cynical, but keeping track of 
the actual manger just seems much more unlikely than 

keeping track of the cross 
from what was after all a 
very public crucifixion, and 
even that I take grano cum 
salis). 
   Though geographically 

(Continued on page 9) 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

http://www.archive.org/stream/ordoromanusprim00atchuoft#page/n0/mode/2up
mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
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Pray It Up!  Notice the Red and White prayer request cards in the pew?  Each Sunday, fill out 

your request, put it in the red bowl on the table on the way to communion.  Then take a card from 

the bowl either right then or after service.  Pray for that request for one week.  How comforting to 

know that your request is being prayed for and that you are praying for someone else’s!  You might 

just be praying for the person sitting next to you!  Or, if you’d prefer - please send your request to 

St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!   

T he Rector's Forum meets Sundays from 9:30-

10:15 in the Guild Room for a discussion on the 

Book of Revelation led by Fr. Joe & Tara Shepley. 

small, Rome is a populous diocese, and the idea of bringing representative groups of its 
people together in worship with their bishop strikes me as valuable, not only there in the 
past, but in Connecticut now as well.  

Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence  
 

For further reading: 
The Roman Station Liturgy 
Wikipedia, sv. Station Days 
Roman Churches Wiki 

(Continued from page 8) 

†  Socks & Toiletries for the HomelessSocks & Toiletries for the HomelessSocks & Toiletries for the Homeless   
 

H omeless people are on their feet all day, and the 

only pair of socks they own are very likely to be 

threadbare.  This year we are collecting socks and toiletries 

for the men’s homeless shelter throughout the winter 

months.  Place donations in the bins in the back of the 

church or Crocker Hall. 

 

†  Annual Meeting On January 24th 
 

N otice is hereby given of the 232nd Annual Parish Meeting of Saint Paul’s Church, 
174 Whisconier Road, Brookfield, Connecticut, on Sunday, January 26th, 2014, in 

Crocker Hall, at 9:00 am.  The Rector will make appointments and elections will be held for 
various Vestry positions.  Nominations may be made from the floor at the meeting.  
Communicant members of the parish over sixteen years of age are eligible to vote at the 
Annual Parish Meeting. 

There will be the traditional Holy Communion service at 8:00 am and the Family Holy 
Communion Service at 10:30 am.  Sunday School classes will be held at their normal time 
at 10:30 am.  There will be no 9:15 am Rector’s Forum. 

Prior to the meeting we will have a parish brunch. 

Greeters Needed 
 

Greeting people in a 
warm way makes 

them feel good about 
their presence in 

church. 
 

At St. Paul’s, we are 
always looking for people who feel 

called to serve in this important ministry. 
 

If you are interested in becoming a 
greeter, please contact Pam Szen 

(prszen@gmail.com) 
or David Szen 

The Sacristans for January are Mary Allen, Joyce Sarver, and Gail Winkley. 

What are Stations? 

mailto:prayingnow2@gmail.com
http://www.pnac.org/station-churches/the-roman-station-liturgy/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Station_days
http://romanchurches.wikia.com/wiki/Station_church
mailto:prszen@gmail.com
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†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“…the Gentiles are co-heirs, members of the same body, and co-

partners in the promise in Christ Jesus through the Gospel.” 

   (Ephesians 3:6) 
 

C hrist came to all of us, not just the Hebrews.  He made us all one 

body with Him.  We were all given different gifts; we all have 

different yet equally valuable roles to play in the Body of Christ.  Ask 

God how He wants you to use your gifts so that we may all “be one.” 

Please join us for the Understanding and Answering Islam Conference on Friday, 

January 15 from 7 - 9 pm and Saturday, January 16 from 9 am to 3:30 pm. 

Understanding and Answering Islam 2016 

The conference will be livestreamed to our Guild Room from Peachtree Corners 

Baptist Church in Norcross, GA. 

Contact Tara Shepley for more info  A $20 registration will include lunch. 

RZIM regularly gathers some of the world’s leading Christian scholars researching 

Islam, as well as some of the greatest contemporary apologists to Muslims. 

†  Happy Birthday to You! 
 

D avid Greeley & Michelle Crisalli celebrate today!  Saturday is the big day for 

Chin Okwuka, Darin Crocker & 

Richelle Burr.  Cathy Schrull, Heidi Pinheiro & 

Sophia Tilford will be opening presents on 

Monday.  Kimberly Stein will be blowing out 

candles on Tuesday.  Have a blessed day everyone! 
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Our New Teachers 

M rs. Joan Boehm (right) is new to our Level Two classroom, teaching 

grade 2 and 3 and mentions how much she loves her class each time that 

we see her.  Mr. John Tuthill (guess) has begun teaching our Level Three class-

room, teaching grade 4 and 5 and brings vast experience working in a nearby 

school district.  Mrs. Anette Hamerski is working with our Middle School level 

class this year and has already begun to develop such a wonderful connection with 

her students.  We are so lucky to have these three dedicated teachers join our Sun-

day School staff and we praise God for the myriad of ways that He will use them to 

guide and bless the children of Saint Paul's this year. 
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†  The Flight Into Egypt 
 

 About 1300 Croughton, Northants (‡Peterborough) c.1310 
  

C roughton once had a very full scheme of a 14th century painting on the south wall 
devoted mainly to a Cycle of the Life of the Virgin and one of the Infancy of Christ.  

Much of both has now gone or is fragmentary and almost indecipherable, but EW Tristram 
praised these paintings for their quality - he found small amounts of blue and vermilion 
pigment, traces of underdrawing and setting-out lines, and a general similarity to 
manuscript painting such as that in the Psalter of Robert de Lisle and the (later) Holkham 
Hall Bible.¹ 

At the left above is part of the damaged and incomplete Life of the Virgin, with a very 
graceful female figure at the left showing well after restoration, and below it are the clearest 

scenes in the Infancy Cycle.  On the left, painted 
as usual in unflinching detail, is the Massacre of 
the Innocents; a seated woman in a red robe holds 
out a baby, which is about to be seized by a 
mostly obscure soldier holding his sword in 
readiness above his head.  Another soldier, with a 
scabbard slung at his hip is at the far right 
holding a child upside down by its foot. 
 Without a break, the Holy Family is shown 
making their escape further to the right.  Mary, 
in a blue robe and holding the Christ Child, sits 
on a plodding yellow donkey, its reins held by 
Joseph, a staff over his shoulder, at the far 
right. 
 The poignant and timeless scene is 
surrounded like all those on this wall at 
Croughton by a chevron border, striving for 
three-dimensionality. 

†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

Wednesday, January 6th 
 

The Epiphany of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
 

T he name “Epiphany” is derived from a 
Greek word meaning “manifestation” or 

“appearing.”  Anglican Prayer Books interpret the 
word with an alternative title, “The Manifestation of 
Christ to the Gentiles.”  The last phrase, of course, is 
a reference to the story of the Wise Men from the 
East. 

A Christian observance on January 6 is found as 
early as the end of the second century in Egypt.  The 
feast combined commemorations of the visit of the 
Magi, led by the star of Bethlehem; the Baptism of Jesus in 
the waters of the River Jordan; and Jesus’ first recorded 
miracle, the changing of water into wine at the marriage of Cana 
of Galilee - all thought of as manifestations of the incarnate Lord. 

The Epiphany is still the primary Feast of the Incarnation in Eastern Churches, and the 
three-fold emphasis is still prominent.  In the West, however, including Anglican Churches, 
the story of the Wise Men has tended to overshadow the other two events.  Modern 
lectionary reform, reflected in the 1979 Prayer Book, has recovered the primitive trilogy, by 
setting the event of the Baptism as the theme of the First Sunday after the Epiphany in all 
three years, and by providing the story of the Miracle at Cana as the Gospel for the Second 
Sunday after the Epiphany in Year C. 
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

Fulfillment of Prophecy 
 

 Jeremiah 31:7-14 

T he Hebrew Bible reading was originally composed as a vision of hope, full of joy, for the 
restoration of the northern tribes of Israel.  The Lord will bring them all back from exile, 

including the weak and the infirm.  As a father and a shepherd, he will comfort them and give 
them cause for great gladness. 

 Psalm 84 
A song of the pilgrims’ happiness as they come to worship in the house of the Lord. 
 Ephesians 1:3-6,15-19a 

     This New Testament lesson opens with praise 
to God for God’s blessings, together with 
thanksgiving and prayers that these spiritual 
graces may continue.  In the beloved Son 
Christians have, since the beginning of the world, 
been given a destiny of holiness as God’s 
children.  Paul prays for a spirit of wisdom and 
revelation so that the disciples’ hearts may be 
enlightened to perceive the glorious hope of the 
saints. 
 Matthew 2:13-15,19-23 
     Our gospel is the story of Joseph and Mary 
escaping to Egypt with the infant Jesus.  They 
flee the jealous wrath of King Herod and are able 
to return to live in Nazareth only after his death.  
These movements early in Jesus’ life are seen as 
fulfillment of prophecy.  As God’s Son, Jesus is 
brought out of Egypt just as were the people of 
Israel.  The prophecy concerning Nazareth could 
have several sources, but the evangelist understands all things 
to be taking place according to God’s plan. 

 
†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   

T he greatest gift we will ever receive..  To 

replay all our sermons, audio and videos 

follow this link for The Sunday Sermons.  Check out 

our sermon archives as well. 

Matthew 2:13-15, 

19-23 
Matthew wants us to trust 
that ... God can and does 
protect, guide, warn, and 

keep alive from generation to 
generation the alternative 
"Jesus" vision of what is 

really real: God is love and 
love is the only response that 

will ultimately end violence.  

 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC/Christmas/Christmas2.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC/Christmas/Christmas2.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC/Christmas/Christmas2.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC/Christmas/Christmas2.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2015.html
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Pray It Up!  Notice the Red and White prayer request cards in the pew?  Each Sunday, fill out 

your request, put it in the red bowl on the table on the way to communion.  Then take a card from 

the bowl either right then or after service.  Pray for that request for one week.  How comforting to 

know that your request is being prayed for and that you are praying for someone else’s!  You might 

just be praying for the person sitting next to you!  Or, if you’d prefer - please send your request to 

St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!   

†  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 

 

Opening Hymn When Jesus Left His Father’s Throne 
Gradual Hymn Our Father, By Whose Name 
Offertory Hymn How Lovely is Thy Dwelling-Place 
Closing Hymn Sing of Mary, Pure and Lowly  Tune: Abbot’s Leigh 

“G rant that we may share the divine life 
of him who humbled himself to 

share our humanity…”  How is the divine life 
reflected in us as we go about our daily lives?  Do 
we strive to have others see the face and hands of 
Jesus in us?  Perhaps it’s not too late to make 
such a resolution for the coming year. 

 

T he mission committee would like to 

thank all of our extremely generous 

parishioners at St. Paul's for their help with the 

mission projects for Thanksgiving and Christmas.  Our 

Thanksgiving baskets were filled to way overflowing with 

such bounty for our 2 families! 

You all have such giving hearts - our Giving Tree gift tags 

were gone as fast as we hung them!  Also a special thank you to 

Mary and Chuck Allen.  Our always faithful deliverers!  We are 

so blessed to be a part of God's community that reaches out to 

those in need.  Thank you all.  God bless you. 

 

†  Quilt Raffle Winner 
 

T he winner of the beautiful “Silent Night” quilt raffle 
this year was Barbara DeAnzeris.  The total proceeds 

came to $750 will benefit the Hearts to Hands Ministry. 

mailto:prayingnow2@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bQfidEtyKLI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5GPPqMi4wiA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JiJ0Hftosuk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yc_Cu1-NLiU
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Dot Blake and other parishioners convalescing in extended care 
facilities. 
.....Grace Church, Broad Brook; St. Paul’s, Brookfield; Trinity, Brooklyn. 
.....Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
.....IRIS - Integrated Refugee and Immigrant Services, New Haven -- and 
those they serve. 
.....Barbara Kast, Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer, Gary Stein, 
Sue Balla, Betty Gardner, Ed Licence, Rose Barrett, Lorraine Estok, Fr. 
George Hall, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Debbi Pomeroy, Roger Kovacs & Lee Rybos, 
continued healing. 
.....the people of Finland ; the people of the Republic of Kenya; our sister and brother 
members of the Free Will Baptists. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.  Pray also 
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection with the UN peacekeeping service. 
…..St. John’s, Sandy Hook and their Faith Food Pantry, which is the recipient of our food 
basket collections for the month of January. 
.....Pakistan, for “Qabil Matar,” who ministers in a dangerous area near the border with 
Afghanistan. 
.....First Assembly of God, Brookfield, a congregational partner of the Jericho Partnership. 
.....the safe return of Denise’s dog. 
.....Michelle, Joyce & John Sarver’s daughter, healing of cancer. 
.....Barbara, 79, Gretchen Barbieri’s mother, for healing regarding her torn rotator cuff, 
successful dental surgery, and good test results from her biopsy.   
.....Pete, for comfort and successful healing from brain surgery. 
.....Ken Egan, healing of cancer. 
.....Gloria Dorn, Beth Trott’s mother, relief from terrible muscle spasms in her lower back. 
.....4 year old Liam healing and the strength to get through it his chemotherapy treatments. 
.....Janis, Kathy DeSanti’s sister, healing from headaches and falling, and a small brain 
tumor. 
.....Mary, Mike DeAnzeris’ mother, healing of her broken hip. 
.....Adam Fernand, a retired Danbury police officer who has recently been diagnosed with 
kidney and liver distress, possibly cancer. 
.....Dorothy, Dot Crocker’s aunt, healing from internal bleeding. 
.....Claudia, recurrent lymphoma after 6 years in remission, complete healing following her 
surgery.  Pray also for her son Zachary who is in remission following 2 years of treatment 

Almighty everliving God, you are always more ready to hear than we to 

pray, and to give more than we desire or deserve; pour upon us the abun-

dance of your mercy, forgiving us those things of which our conscience is 

afraid, and giving us those things for which our prayer dares not ask.  Amen. 

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You Think 
 

Back Issues of Sword Points 
 

Martin Luther Yells About 
Inferior Anglican Christmas 

Hymns.  Instead of focusing on 
theology, the British love 

meditating on snow, silence, and 
livestock in their Christmas 

hymns.  Martin Luther finds this 
annoying. 

http://www.gracebb.org/
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/
http://www.trinitychurchbrooklyn.org/
http://www.irisct.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Finland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kenya
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Free_Will_Baptist
https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Johns-Church-Sandy-Hook/186658094681226
http://www.foodpantries.org/li/faith_food_pantry_st_johns_episcopal_church_06482
http://www.brookfieldfirst.org/
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dR67HSs4RPI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dR67HSs4RPI
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January Lay ScheduleJanuary Lay ScheduleJanuary Lay Schedule   
Lectors and Intercessors, please remember to check in before the 

service in the Vesting Room.  Thank You! 

January 3rd 
 

8:00 AM 
Welcoming:  Cindy & Peter Maier 
Acolyte:  John Tuthill 
Lector:  Jeremiah 31:7-14  Ingrid Pruss 
Intercessor:  Mike Kirner 
Lay Reader:  Ray Ferro 
Lay Reader:  Don Winkley 
Psalm 84   Ephesians 1:3-6,15-19a 
 
10:30 AM 
Welcoming:  Laurie DoBosh 
Acolyte:  Stephanie Bernardo 
Lector:  Jeremiah 31:7-14  Sandy Chaleski 
Intercessor:  Lynne Donnelly 
Lay Reader:  Joe Bernardo 
Lay Reader:  Jim Castronova 
Psalm 84   Ephesians 1:3-6,15-19a 

 

 

 

 

 

January 10th 
 
8:00 AM 
Welcoming:  Mike Kirner 
Acolyte:  Jack Powell 
Lector:  Isaiah 43:1-7  Pam Szen 
Intercessor:  Dorothy Crocker 
Lay Reader:  Patricia Jennings 
Lay Reader:  Mike Changeri 
Psalm 29     Acts 8:14-17 
 
10:30 AM 
Welcoming:  Kathy DeSanti / Vito Barbieri 
Acolyte:  Joe Bernardo 
Lector:  Isaiah 43:1-7  Diane Froelick 
Intercessor:  Ray Ferro 
Lay Reader:  Jay Trott 
Lay Reader:  Jim Castronova 
Psalm 29     Acts 8:14-17 

January 17th 
 

10:30 AM 
Welcoming:  Vito Barbieri 
Acolyte:  Joe Bernardo 
Lector:  Isaiah 62:1-5  Sandy Chaleski 
Intercessor:  Lynne Donnelly 
Lay Reader:  Jim Castronova 
Lay Reader:  Harlan Jessup 
Psalm 36:5-10     1 Corinthians 12:1-11 

January 24th 
Healing Sunday 

8:00 AM 
Welcoming:  Joyce & John Sarver 
Acolyte:  Jack Powell 
Lector:  Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10  Ingrid Pruss 
Intercessor:  Mary Perry 
Lay Reader:  Jay Trott 
Lay Reader:  Patricia Jennings 
Psalm 19     1 Corinthians 12:12-31a 
 
10:30 AM 
Welcoming:  LaurieDoBosh / Kathy DeSanti 
Acolyte:  Joe Bernardo 
Lector:  Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10  Lynne 

 Donnelly 
Intercessor:  Dorothy Crocker 
Lay Readers:  Harlan Jessup, Ray Ferro 
Psalm 19     1 Corinthians 12:12-31a 

January 31st 
 

8:00 AM 
Welcoming:  Selma & David Lindsay 
Acolyte:  John Tuthill 
Lector:  Jeremiah 1:4-10  Pam Szen 
Intercessor:  Mary Perry 
Lay Reader:  Harlan Jessup 
Lay Reader:  Don Winkley 
Psalm 71:1-6     1 Corinthians 13:1-13 
 
10:30 AM 
Welcoming:  Vito Barbieri 
Acolyte:  Joe Bernardo 
Lector:  Jeremiah 1:4-10  Diane Froelick 
Intercessor:  Lynne Donnelly 
Lay Reader:  Jim Castronova 
Lay Reader:  Joe Bernardo 
Psalm 71:1-6     1 Corinthians 13:1-13 

January 17th 
 
8:00 AM 
Welcoming:  Mike Kirner 
Acolyte:  Erinn O’Hara 
Lector:  Isaiah 62:1-5  Ingrid Pruss 
Intercessor:  Linda Pendergast 
Lay Reader:  Mike Chengeri 
Lay Reader:  John Tuthill 
Psalm 36:5-10     1 Corinthians 12:1-11 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC/Christmas/Christmas2.html#Ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC/Christmas/Christmas2.html#Ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC/Christmas/Christmas2.html#Nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC/Christmas/Christmas2.html#Ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC/Christmas/Christmas2.html#Ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC/Christmas/Christmas2.html#Nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi1_RCL.html#Ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi1_RCL.html#Ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi1_RCL.html#Nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi1_RCL.html#Ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi1_RCL.html#Ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi1_RCL.html#Nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi2_RCL.html#Ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi2_RCL.html#Ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi2_RCL.html#Nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi3_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi3_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi3_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi3_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi3_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi3_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi4_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi4_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi4_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi4_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi4_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi4_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi2_RCL.html#Ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi2_RCL.html#Ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi2_RCL.html#Nt1
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1  New Year’s Day 

The Holy Name 
 
10:30 am  Holy 

 Communion 
12:00 pm  Parish Hike 

2 
 
7:30 am  Men’s  

        Prayer Breakfast 
 

10:00 am  PraiseMoves 
 

11:00 am  House of  
                  Prayer 

 

6:30 pm  Ugly Sweater  
               Night 

3 2 Christmas 
 
8:00 am  Traditional  

Communion 
9:30 am  Rector’s Forum 
10:30 am  Sunday School 
10:30 am  Contemporary 

Communion 
4:00 pm  Youth Group 
 

4 
 
10:30 am  Christian 

Caring 
 

7:00 pm  Men’s Bible  
               Study 

 

7:00 pm  Stephen  
               Ministry 

5 
 
9:15 am  Ladies Bible  

                 Study 
 

5:45 pm  Boot Camp 
 

7:30 pm  Boy Scouts 

6  Epiphany 
 
10:00 am  Holy  

Communion I  
 & Healing 

 
7:30 pm  Holy 

Communion 

7 
 
5:45 pm  Boot Camp 
 

7:30 pm  Mission   
               Committee 

 

7:30 pm  Property  
              Committee 

 

7:30 pm  Music Night 

8 9 
 
7:30 am  Men’s  

        Prayer Breakfast 
 

10:00 am  PraiseMoves 
 

10:00 am  Jericho Food 
Pantry 

 

11:00 am  House of  
                  Prayer 

10 1 Epiphany 
 
8:00 am  Traditional  

Communion 
9:30 am  Rector’s Forum 
10:30 am  Sunday School 
10:30 am  Contemporary 

Communion 
4:00 pm  Youth Group 

11 
 

Annual Reports 
Due 

 

7:00 pm  Men’s Bible  
               Study 

 

12 
 
9:15 am  Ladies Bible  

                 Study 
 

5:45 pm  Boot Camp 
 

7:30 pm  Boy Scouts 

13 
 
10:00 am  Holy  

Communion I 
 & Healing 

 

7:00 pm Staff Meeting 
 

7:30 pm Vestry Meeting 

14 
1:00 pm  Dorothy Day  

               Ministry 
 

5:45 pm  Boot Camp 
 

7:30 pm  Music Night 

15 
 
7:00 pm  Understanding  

                Islam 

16 
 
7:30 am  Men’s  

        Prayer Breakfast 
 

9:00 am  Understanding 
Islam 

 

11:00 am  House of  
                  Prayerr 

17 2 Epiphany 
 
8:00 am  Traditional  

Communion 
9:30 am  Rector’s Forum 
10:30 am  Sunday School 
10:30 am  Contemporary 

Communion 
4:00 pm  Youth Group 

18  Confession of 
St. Peter 

 
7:00 pm  Men’s Bible  

               Study 
 

7:00 pm  Stephen  
               Ministry 

19 
 
9:15 am  Ladies Bible  

                 Study 
 

5:45 pm  Boot Camp 
 

7:30 pm  Boy Scouts 

20 
 
10:00 am  Holy  

Communion II 
 & Healing 

21 
 
5:45 pm  Boot Camp 
 

7:00 pm  Healing Team 
 

7:30 pm  Music Night 

22 
 

23 
 
7:30 am  Men’s  

        Prayer Breakfast 
 

10:00 am  PraiseMoves 
 

11:00 am  St. Paul’s 
Quilters 

 

11:00 am  House of  
                  Prayer 

24 3 Epiphany 
 
8:00 am  Traditional  

Communion 
9:00 am  Annual Parish 

 Meeting 
10:30 am  Sunday School 
10:30 am  Contemporary 

Communion 
4:00 pm  Youth Group 

25 Conversion 
of St. Paul 

 
7:00 pm  Men’s Bible  

               Study 
 

26 
 
9:15 am  Ladies Bible  

                 Study 
 

5:45 pm  Boot Camp 
 

7:30 pm  Boy Scouts 

27 
 
10:00 am  Holy  

Communion II 
 & Healing 

28 
 
5:45 pm  Boot Camp 
 

7:30 pm  Music Night 

29 30 
 
7:30 am  Men’s  

        Prayer Breakfast 
 

10:00 am  PraiseMoves 
 

11:00 am  House of  
                  Prayer 

31 4 Epiphany 
 
8:00 am  Traditional  

Communion 
9:30 am  Rector’s Forum 
10:30 am  Sunday School 
10:30 am  Contemporary 

Communion 
4:00 pm  Youth Group 

      

January 2016 
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 (And Christian Fellowship) 

 

Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   

† It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks 
Sword Points: 

 

S andy Chadwick, Barbara DeAnzeris, Lynne Donnelly, Carol Ferro, Diane Loring, 
Bill Loring,  Beth Miller, Nicole O’Connors, Patrick O’Connors, Mary Perry, Ken 

Perry, Kirsten Peterson, Rayna Sampson, Joe Shepley, David Szen, Pam Szen & Gail 
Winkley. 

 
 

 

Selfie(s) with the Father(s) 

http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000428757685
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/

