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Transforming Transforming 

Lives Through Lives Through 

Jesus ChristJesus Christ  
Sword PointsSword PointsSword Points   

†  Filled with Goodness, Truth and Eternal Love 
 

"Behold, I know the plans I 

have for you, says the Lord, to 

give you a future and a hope." 

 (Jeremiah 29:11 ) 

 

Dear Friends, 

We don’t know what the 

future holds, but we know 

who holds the future.  As we study the Bible and grow 

together in God's eternal promises, we can be 

confident in Christ's plan for us, one that 

is filled with goodness, truth and 

eternal love. 

Steady we grow by trusting in our 

Savior moment by moment.  May this 

season of Lent see lives transformed 

through Jesus Christ, the One who was, 

who is and is to come. 

Faithfully in the Hope of the Ages, 

†  Lenten Series Each Wednesday 

E ach Wednesday in Lent leading up to Holy Week, we’ve 

been studying “Just10.”  It is a fantastic evangelistic series 

based on the Ten Commandments and is a continuation of the 

series we started in Lent 2015.  It is designed to equip you to 

communicate the relevance of God’s laws of love in a way people 

can relate to today.  Author, 

speaker, and evangelist J. John 

creatively brings to life God s 

Ten Commandments in a fresh, 

humorous, challenging and dynamic 

way.  You can watch past episodes 

on YouTube by clicking here.  We 

start at 6:30 pm with a brief meal 

of soup and fellowship. 

 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gasnfF4K9pU&list=PLIKyBgPuBEgf8YRSpwI_OXokxjC9HgZq7
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†  Happy Birthday to You! 

D avid Williams celebrates today!  Sing “Happy Birthday” to Mark 

Avery on Saturday.  Tim McManus will be blowing out 50 

candles on Saturday!  Sunday is the big day for Vito Barbieri.  Julianne 

Allen, Jane Castaldo, Larry Wanzer & Margaret Gruneberg will be 

opening presents on Monday.  Alyssa Frechette, Jim Beck & Spencer Mannion 

will be another year older and wiser on Tuesday.  Have a blessed day everyone! 



 3 

 

Q: Just after which yearly celebration did 

the manna provided to the Israelites stop? 

a) Day of Atonement     b) Passover 

c) Feast of Weeks? 

A: Joshua 5:10-12 NIV 

 

†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Mar  3 - 5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 pm - Mission Committee, Guild Room 

  7:30 pm - Property Committee, Class Room 

  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, Mar  5 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

  9:00 am - Acolyte Training, Sanctuary 

  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crosker Hall 

  5:00 pm - Marriage Course, Crocker Hall 

Sun, Mar  6 -  4th Sunday in Lent4th Sunday in Lent4th Sunday in Lent 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion 

  4:00 pm - Youth Group, Crocker Hall 

Mon, Mar  7 - 10:00 am - Christian Caring, Tuck Room 

  7:00 pm - Staff Meeting, Rector’s Office 

  7:00 pm - Stephen Ministry, Class Room 

  7:30 pm - Vestry Meeting, Guild Room 

Tue, Mar  8 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

  5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Crocker Hall 

  7:00 pm - Boy Scouts Troop 5, Crocker Hall 
Wed, Mar  9 - 10:00 am - Holy Communion I & Healing 

  6:30 pm - Lenten Series, Crocker Hall / Guild Room 

Thu, Mar 10 - 1:00 pm - Dorothy Day Ministry, Danbury 

  5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, Mar 12 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 

  4:40 pm - Movie Club, “The Young Messiah,” Loews, Danbury 

  5:00 pm - Marriage Course, Crocker Hall 

Sun, Mar 13 -  5th Sunday in Lent5th Sunday in Lent5th Sunday in Lent 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion 

  12:30 am - Alpha Training, Guild Room 

  4:00 pm - Youth Group 

 

G irl Scout Week is celebrated each March, starting 

with Girl Scout Sunday and ending with Girl Scout 

Sabbath/Shabbat on Saturday, and it always includes the 

Girl Scout Birthday, March 12. 

http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Joshua+5:10-12&version=NIV&showfn=yes
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 TRANSFORM YOUR WORKOTRANSFORM YOUR WORKOTRANSFORM YOUR WORKOUTS INTOUTS INTOUTS INTO   

WORSHIP WITH PRAISEMWORSHIP WITH PRAISEMWORSHIP WITH PRAISEMOVES OVES OVES ------      

THE CHRISTIAN ALTERNTHE CHRISTIAN ALTERNTHE CHRISTIAN ALTERNATIVE TO YOGA ATIVE TO YOGA ATIVE TO YOGA    

Deep Stretching, Gentle Movement, and Strong Scripture 
combine for flexibility and strength. 

Classes held in Crocker Hall each Saturday at 10 am with Mary 

Perry, Certified PraiseMoves Instructor  Drop by or Email Mary 

with questions at maryperry2@me.com 

“If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, and you will 
know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 

A Christian 

Alternative 

to Yoga 

 

†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

Thursday, March 3rd 

John and Charles Wesley 
Priests, 1791, 1788 

 

J ohn was the fifteenth, and Charles the eighteenth, child of Samuel Wesley, Rector of 
Epworth, Lincolnshire.  John was born June 17, 1703, and Charles, December 18, 

1707. 
The lives and fortunes of the brothers were closely intertwined.  As founders and leaders 

of the “Methodist” or evangelical revival in eighteenth-century England, their continuing 
influence redounds throughout the world and is felt in many Churches. 

Although their theological writings and sermons are still widely appreciated, it is 
through their hymns - especially those of Charles, who wrote over six thousand of 

them - that their religious experience, and their Christian faith and life, continue 
to affect the hearts of many.  Both brothers were profoundly attached to 
the doctrine and worship of the Church of England; and no amount of 
abuse and opposition to their cause and methods ever shook their 

confidence in, and love of it. 
 Both Wesleys were educated at Christ Church, Oxford.  It 

was there that they gathered a few friends to join in strict 
adherence to the worship and discipline of the Prayer Book, 
and were thus given the name “Methodists.”  John was 
ordained in 1728 and Charles in 1735. 

 The two brothers went together to Georgia in 1735, John as 
a missionary of the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel, 
and Charles as secretary to James Oglethorpe, the Governor. 

Shortly after their return to England, they both experienced an inner conversion, Charles 
on May 21, 1738, and John on May 24, at a meeting in Aldersgate Street with a group of 
Moravians, during a reading of Luther’s Preface to the Epistle to the Romans.  John 
recorded, “I felt my heart strangely warmed. I felt I did trust in Christ, Christ alone, for 
salvation; and an assurance was given me that he had taken away my sins, even mine, and 
saved me from the law of sin and death.”  So the revival was born. 

The later schism of the Methodists from the Church of England occurred after the death 
of the two brothers - Charles on March 29, 1788, and John on March 2, 1791 - but John’s 
uncanonical ordinations of “elders” for America (bitterly opposed by Charles) doubtless set 
the basis for it. 

mailto:maryperry2@me.com
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T he following is a statement of faith 
from our brothers and sisters, the 

Quakers. 
“As people respond to the Light of Christ 

within, their lives begin to reflect Jesus’ 
peace, integrity, simplicity and moral 
purity.” 

The Book of Matthews tells us we are not 
to put a light under a bushel basket but put 
it on a lampstand.  “Let it shine”. 

I pray during this period of Lent that we 
may respond the light that is within us to 
reflect the beauty and love of Christ.  

- Carolyn Legg 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“No longer was there manna for the 

Israelites, who that year ate of the yield of 

the land of Canaan.” (Joshua 5:12) 

O ver the forty years that the Israelites 

journeyed through the desert, God 

provided them with manna to eat.  As soon as 

they were able to enjoy the fruits of the 

Promised Land the manna ceased.  Likewise, 

God’s blessings to us may change over the 

years but it is important to trust that God will 

always provide us with all that we need. 

http://www.lentmadness.org/
http://www.lentmadness.org/
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†  St Paul’s Women’s Ministry - Ladies Evening Bible Study 
 

Join us for our seven week video series- 
Anne Graham Lotz - The Magnificent Obsession Embracing the God-filled life. 

 

I f you or someone close to you is devoted to their church but still 
struggles to find meaning and passion in their faith; who loves 

their family, works hard, contributes to their community, but still 
feels life is somehow incomplete and hollow at the core; who is 
restless in spirit, with a nagging sense that there must be something 
more there is The Magnificent Obsession.  Gifted Bible teacher Anne 
Graham Lotz, daughter of evangelist Billy Graham, has known these 
struggles herself.  As she studied Scripture, looking for a way out of 
the emptiness, she found her answer in the amazing story of 
Abraham, a very ordinary man who became extraordinary for one 
pivotal reason: he pursued God in a life of obedient faith, not 
knowing where that decision would take him.  Anne followed 
Abraham s lead and began a lifelong pursuit of knowing God, as he 

truly is, in an intensely personal relationship.  Through personal 
anecdotes, unforgettable stories, and God-inspired insights, she 
invites you to draw closer to God, who is as committed to you as 
he was to Abraham, and longs to call you friend. " 
 

We will meet the following Tuesdays from 7:15 - 8:30 pm. 

 March 1 Session 1 Bible Study Workshop led by Anne 
Graham Lotz 

 March 15  Session 2 Leave Everything Behind 

 April 5   Session 3 Let Everything Go 

 April 19   Session 4 Entrust Everything Completely 

 May 3  Session 5 Lift Everything Up 

 May 17   Session 6 Cast Everything Out 

 May 31  Session 7 Lay Everything Down 
 

Participants Guide is available at here.   

Any questions please contact Dori McManus at (203) 788-1977 or dorimcmanus@snet.net 

http://www.christianbook.com/magnificent-obsession-participants-guide-embracing-filled/anne-lotz/9780310329831/pd/329830?event=ESRCG
mailto:dorimcmanus@snet.net
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†  Avoiding Snares 
 
“My eyes are ever on the LORD, for only he will release my feet from the snare.” 
 Psalm 25:15 

by Steve Hemming 
 

T he enemy of our soul who seeks to kill, lays snares in our pathways in an attempt to 
deceive and destroy us (Psalm 38:12).  Have you ever found yourself caught in a 

snare that had been set out for you? 
The word snare as defined in Ungers Bible Dictionary, is a net or trap, which is designed 

by fowlers to catch birds, or built to seize larger beasts and humans.  Snares were set in 
pathways or hidden in the ground.  Figuratively, in a biblical sense, a snare can be used as 
anything that can cause injury or destruction. 

What are some of the potential snares or traps that we can be susceptible to? 
 

· Sin – Job 18:5-10 
· Idolatry – Psalm 106:36 
· Reject the Word of God - Proverbs 13:13-14 
· Speaking Destructive Words – Proverbs 6:2 
· Fear of Man – Proverbs 29:25 
· Seeking After Riches – 1 Timothy 6:9-10 
· The Threat of Death – Psalm 18:4-5 
 

How can we avoid falling into these deadly traps that are set for us? 
· Repent - 2 Timothy 2:20-26 
· Love the Lord - Joshua 23:6-13 
· Obey the Word of God – Psalm 119:109-110 
· Guard Our Soul – Proverbs 22:5 
· Fear the Lord - Proverbs 14:27 
· Be Content With What We Have – 1 Timothy 6:6-8 
· Watch and Pray – Luke 21:34-36 
 

When we put our trust in our God, and declare that He is our refuge and strength, surely 
He will deliver us from the snare of the fowler, and from all evil (Psalm 91:2-3). 

“Our soul has escaped as a bird from the snare of the fowlers; the snare is broken, and 
we have escaped.  Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth.” Psalm 
124:7-8 

Name Tags - Please be courteous to fellow parishioners, visiting clergy, to 
newcomers and guests by extending a warm welcome to them and by 
wearing your name tag.  And remember to wear them to coffee hour as well. 

A mbassadors for Christ.  We may smile when we hear 
that term, but indeed, the dictionary says that 

ambassador means, among other things, “an authorized 
representative or messenger.”  Through 
our Baptism, God has made us his 
representatives and messengers.  
Faithful stewards take that 
designation seriously! 
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†  Scholarly Speaking 

 

Oberammergau 
 

T he other day after a group of us from St. Paul’s gathered to watch “Risen” and then 
to discuss the film, someone mentioned the Oberammergau Passion play.  We were 

able to establish that it had been running at (normally) ten year intervals since 1634, and is 
next scheduled for 2020.  At that point we decided that I should gather more information so 
that we could consider the possibility of making a parish pilgrimage for the occasion. 

The history begins in 1632 when a case of plague reached Oberammergau (in Bavaria, 
Germany), and by March of the following year there had been many deaths.  At that point 

the villagers gathered before a large crucifix (see the 
accompanying illustration) and vowed to present a 
passion play every ten years if the village were spared.  
There were no more deaths and the few remaining 
victims all recovered, so the play was first performed 
on Pentecost (June 4) in 1634.  Subsequent 
performances were held on the last year of each 
decade, i.e. years ending in zero, with an additional 
performance in 1934 celebrating the 300th anniversary 
of the original.  In nearly four centuries this schedule 
has been broken only three times:  In 1770 The Elector 
of Bavaria (at the request of the Vatican) banned all 
passion plays - there is a reference to the removal of 
‘objectionable material’ when it was restored in 1780, 
probably referring to the anti-Semitic elements in 

many such performances.  In 1920 the performance was delayed for two years due to the 
aftermath of the Great War (the village spends two to three years preparing for each 
performance).  In 1940 it was again canceled due to World War II, and the schedule 
resumed again in 1950.* 

The play itself was drawn from earlier versions, portions have been traced to 15th c. 
texts, and are probably even older.  Over the intervening centuries, however, it has been 
extensively revised, with the removal or 
rewriting of many more anti-Semitic 
elements which survived after the 1770, 
even into very recent productions.  Indeed 
the very nature of the story makes some 
degree of anti-Semitism inevitable, but 
descriptions make it clear that this 
element was often highly exaggerated.†  
A synopsis of the play (2010 version) 
shows it divided into a prologue and 16 
acts covering the events from the 
triumphant entry and the driving out of 
the money changers through the events of 
Holy Week, the trials and crucifixion, and 
concluding with the Resurrection.  The Prologue and most of the acts are accompanied by 
tableaux on a secondary stage above and behind the main one, usually depicting an Old 
Testament foreshadowing of the action of the act.  Thus, during the Prologue Adam and Eve 
are seen as they are expelled from the Garden, at the Last Supper we also see Moses 
bringing manna and grapes to the Israelites, and at depiction of Judas’ remorse and death we 

see Cain hiding his forehead (and its mark of shame) 
after the murder of Abel.  Not surprisingly the entire 
performance takes five hours (as long as eight hours in 
some earlier years) in addition to a three hour meal 
break in the middle.  It is noteworthy that only residents 
of the village are permitted to take part, and that the cast 
and stage crew exceeds 2,000.‡ 

(Continued on page 9) 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
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A s part of our outreach, St. Paul’s donates gift cards and non-

perishable items to six area food pantries.  The non-perishable 

items are provided by our generous congregation and are truly appreciated.  

Donations for the food pantry can be left in the basket at the back of the 

church.  Delivery is made to one food pantry each month.  Thank you. 

Factors in planning the pilgrimage and deciding to participate include cost, timing, and 
the situation in Oberammergau on arrival.  While it is possible to make one’s own 
arrangements - particularly if one is not 
staying at Oberammergau - most visitors 
use a tour package.  At a minimum these 
usually include tickets for the 
performance and accommodations and 
meals from the night before until the 
following morning and will vary in price 
according to the location of the seats, 
and the nature and convenience of the 
rooms.  These will not be set until late in 
2017 and will go on sale in 2018 but I 
note that one tour company is offering 
some assurance of a package for an 
advance (and refundable) deposit of 
$100 Australian - a fraction, I am sure of 
the final cost, even without airfare.  
Indications are that even a smallish group will have problems staying together for rooms 
and even meals.  Beyond the minimum, many packages offer extended time for additional 
destinations in the area (such as the castles of mad king Ludwig, some major abbeys, and 
Munich (the usual airport for entry and departure).  There were 102 performances (from mid
-May to early October) in 2010 and may be even more this time around.  Since the theater 
(opened in 1900 and since enlarged) seats nearly 5,000 people a total attendance of half a 
million people is likely. § 

Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence  
 

* Wikipedia, s.v. Oberammergau Passion Play. 
† Joseph Krauskopf, A Rabbi's Impressions of the Oberammergau Passion Play, [1901], at sacred-texts.com.  This 

lengthy account, based on the 1900 performance, provides an extended description of the play, of the village and 
its people, as well as an account of the author’s objections to the portrayal of the Jewish people.  Many of the 

most objectionable items have been removed or altered to make them more agreeable. 
‡  Wikipedia, op. cit. 
§ .For travel information see: www.bavaria.us/b7a8831f-3db2-894a-a5af-d7bed00d6b34; 
www.heatheronhertravels.com/tips-oberammergau-passion-play/; and www.worldwideticketing.com/
oberammergau-passion-play/ 

(Continued from page 8) Oberammergau 

Safe Church training sessions are now scheduled through June 2016. Register 
online - click here for page with registration links. 
  
Basic Comprehensive Safe Church Training - for Laity  

 Mar. 5, 2016, 9 a.m., St. James's, West Hartford 

 Apr. 16, 2016, 9 a.m., Trinity, Collinsville 

 Apr. 30, 2016, 9 a.m., St. Peter's, Cheshire 

 May 7, 2016, 9 a.m., St. John's, Vernon 

 May 14, 2016, 9 a.m, St. Paul's, Brookfield 

 June 4, 2016, 9 a.m., Christ Church, East Norwalk 

 June 25, 2016, 9 a.m , St. John's, Niantic 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oberammergau_Passion_Play
http://www.sacred-texts.com/jud/rio/rio01.htm
http://www.bavaria.us/b7a8831f-3db2-894a-a5af-d7bed00d6b34
file:///C:/Users/owner/Documents/Church/Sword/www.heatheronhertravels.com/tips-oberammergau-passion-play/
file:///C:/Users/owner/Documents/Church/Sword/www.worldwideticketing.com/oberammergau-passion-play/
file:///C:/Users/owner/Documents/Church/Sword/www.worldwideticketing.com/oberammergau-passion-play/
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001uEFO8OndFkpV8d8MbnFPurDTIPuU1FYJzfIPqnzPxwZbldLLRnPl-Fkr3RLa8avlV_vyiuDjmmQZnxvVOV-VT9buG_0H9RwGKiQ6adE9piYWCEpEN5imJmaAxxd9fwnEkYl9BYGhPFep6mk6Y2XW9g2-DCrS9GFed0yehp-Kx1OiITcRaEgpJsJDoi2qyYJqwUVJqqDImlD1jurNoy-NKm0aQ5CAi_SHMsGn
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001uEFO8OndFkpV8d8MbnFPurDTIPuU1FYJzfIPqnzPxwZbldLLRnPl-Fkr3RLa8avlV_vyiuDjmmQZnxvVOV-VT9buG_0H9RwGKiQ6adE9piYWCEpEN5imJmaAxxd9fwnEkYl9BYGhPFep6mk6Y2XW9g2-DCrS9GFed0yehp-Kx1OiITcRaEgpJsJDoi2qyYJqwUVJqqDImlD1jurNoy-NKm0aQ5CAi_SHMsGn
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SAVE THE DATE: ALPHA is back by popular demand! 
ALPHA is all about making new friends who meet together for dinner 

and share in an open small group discussion about life, faith, and God. 
Please save Saturday,  April 9th through Saturday, June 18th for 

Alpha.  This year Alpha groups will run on several nights each week in 
private homes and at church.  Our large group kick off will start on April 
9th at 5:30pm at St. Paul's church. Stay tuned for announcements and 
sign-ups! 

Contact Tara Shepley   Tbshepley@gmail.com 

mailto:Tbshepley@gmail.com
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Greeters Needed 
 

Greeting people in a 
warm way makes 

them feel good about 
their presence in 

church. 
 

At St. Paul’s, we are 
always looking for people who feel 

called to serve in this important ministry. 
 

If you are interested in becoming a 
greeter, please contact Pam Szen 

(prszen@gmail.com) 
or David Szen 

†  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 

 

Opening Hymn Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing 
Gradual Hymn Sing My Soul, His Wondrous Love 
Offertory Hymn Blessed Assurance 
Closing Hymn There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy 
 

Sing My Soul, His Wondrous Love 
 

N othing is known of the author of this hymn.  It has been first noted in a collection 
published at Baltimore in 1800.  The first stanza only appears as an optional text 

with the Latin "O sanctissima, O purissima," for the tune Sicilian Mariners, in Benjamin 
Carr's Masses, Vespers, Litanies, Hymns … Philadelphia, 1805.  It was included in the 
Hymnal of 1826.  In George Davies' Songs of the Church, 1858, it is ascribed to Charles 
Wesley, but this is erroneous since it is anonymous in all other hymnals and is included in 
none of the Wesleyan collections. 

The hymn tune we sing it to, St. Bees, was composed by John Bacchus Dykes for the 
hymn “Jesus! Name of wondrous love” in the enlarged 
edition of Richard Chope's Congregational Hymn and Tune 
Book, 1862*. 
 John Bacchus Dykes (10 March 1823 – 22 January 
1876) was an English clergyman and hymnist.  By the age 
of 10, he was the assistant organist at St John's Church in 
Myton.  He learned the violin and the piano. 
 An ordained clergyman Dykes resolutely upheld the 
high church tradition, to the consternation of his bishop, 
and was something of a renegade figure in the Victorian 
Church. 
 Dykes published numerous sermons and articles on 
religion; but is best known for over 300 hymn tunes he 
composed.  Among those still in wide use are: Nicaea, 
commonly sung to the words "Holy, holy, holy! Lord God 
Almighty!"; Wir Pflügen,  commonly sung to the words 
"We plough the fields, and scatter;" Melita, sung to the 
words "Eternal Father, Strong to Save"and Dominus Regit 
Me, sung to the words "The King of love my shepherd is", 

one of the many metrical versions of Psalm 23. 

Want to listen in to what 
we’ll be singing on Sunday 
at 10:30?  Or do you want 
to listen to a song from last 

week once more? 
  You can listen on Spotify by 

clicking here: St. Paul's 10:30 
Service  This week’s songs are: : 

Your Love 
Never Fails, 
10,000 
Reasons, Good 
Good Father, 
Because He 
Lives, & Great 
Are You Lord  

Do you have a spare cane not being used at home?  From time to 

time we need one at church.  Bring it to church and leave 

it by the restrooms in Crocker Hall or by the 

front door.  Thanks. 
 

mailto:prszen@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l4bw5msjhsk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J5n7CxcRqPw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6njRO3-Kieo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ti_3-cSqdPc
https://play.spotify.com/user/pmoconnors/playlist/6R3HtfNOKKLI88hp7Z9cjH
https://play.spotify.com/user/pmoconnors/playlist/6R3HtfNOKKLI88hp7Z9cjH
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COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 

March 6th 8 am - Pat Brought 10:30 am - Connie Williams 
March 13th 8 am - Lois Hunt 10:30 am - Lisa Meyer 

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show 
hospitality to strangers, for thereby 
some have entertained angels unawares. 

 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+13%3A2&version=ESV


 13 

 

†  Blind Auction on April 2nd 
 

O n Saturday, April 2nd, St. Paul's OWN will host its annual blind auction to raise 
funds for our summer mission trip to West Virginia.  And you are invited!  Last 

years auction included gift cards to local restaurants, a family movie night gift basket, tick-
ets to a local concert, music lessons, a gift certificate to a jewelry store, and more!  We ex-
pect to have just as many fantastic items up for auction this year.  There is no admission 
price, and families are always welcome and kids are invited to participate in our kids only 
raffle.  Hors d’oeuvres and refreshments will be served. We hope to see you there! 

We are looking for help from individuals, small groups/ministries, and busi-
nesses to help make the evening a success.  Please consider 
helping us in the following ways: 

Individuals: we are looking for donations of new, un-
wrapped toys for a kids only raffle during the auction.  We 
are also looking for a few volunteers to help work behind 
the scenes the evening of the event. 

Small Groups/Ministries: please consider going in 
with your small group or ministry group to donate a 
themed basket or auction item.  It could be anything 
from a spa gift basket to food items (jams, jellies, 
baked goods), to a family movie night basket.  Or 
maybe perhaps a party theme basket, gardening or 
quilting basket, or even a date night basket for 
busy parents.  

Businesses: If you own or work at a local business please consider donating an item or 
service from your business such as a gift card to your restaurant or store, a consultation by a 
professional, or a donation of landscaping, snow removal, auto or boat detailing, etc.  It’s a 
great way to support the youth and perhaps bring in a new patron! 

We ask that all donations be brought to the church by Sunday, March 20th.  Please sign 
up during coffee hour to help out with the auction.  Thank you! 
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Our New Teachers 

M rs. Joan Boehm (right) is new to our Level Two classroom, teaching 

grade 2 and 3 and mentions how much she loves her class each time that 

we see her.  Mr. John Tuthill (guess) has begun teaching our Level Three class-

room, teaching grade 4 and 5 and brings vast experience working in a nearby 

school district.  Mrs. Anette Hamerski is working with our Middle School level 

class this year and has already begun to develop such a wonderful connection with 

her students.  We are so lucky to have these three dedicated teachers join our Sun-

day School staff and we praise God for the myriad of ways that He will use them to 

guide and bless the children of Saint Paul's this year. 
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Pray It Up!  Notice the Red and White prayer request cards in the pew?  Each Sunday, fill out 

your request, put it in the red bowl on the table on the way to communion.  Then take a card from 

the bowl either right then or after service.  Pray for that request for one week.  How comforting to 

know that your request is being prayed for and that you are praying for someone else’s!  You might 

just be praying for the person sitting next to you!  Or, if you’d prefer - please send your request to 

St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!   

†  Socks & Toiletries for the HomelessSocks & Toiletries for the HomelessSocks & Toiletries for the Homeless   
 

H omeless people are on their feet all day, and the 

only pair of socks they own are very likely to be 

threadbare.  This year we are collecting socks and toiletries 

for the men’s homeless shelter throughout the winter 

months.  Place donations in the bins in the back of the 

church or Crocker Hall. 

 

mailto:prayingnow2@gmail.com
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†  Start Spreading the Good News! 
 

T herefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God 

were making an appeal through us; we beg you on 

behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 

2 Corinthians 5:20 

†  Easter Memorials 
  

There are envelopes on the back table for anyone 

wishing to have flowers in the church for Easter 

Sunday in memory of loved ones and friends.  All 

names will be listed in the Easter bulletin and are 

due by Palm Sunday, March 20th.  Any questions 

may be directed to Gail Winkley at 203-775-3343 or 

gailwinkley@yahoo.com.  Thank you! 

T he Rector's Forum meets Sundays from 9:30-

10:15 in the Guild Room for a discussion on 

the Book of Revelation led by Fr. Joe & Tara Shepley. 

†  Easter Egg Hunt! 
 

S t. Paul's Annual Easter Egg 

Hunt will be held on 

Saturday, March 26th from 10 to 

11:30 am.  All are invited to attend 

and students in grade 5 and under 

can join in on the Easter Egg hunt.  

Invite family and friends and come 

enjoy a special 

Easter snack, 

craft and 

lesson! 

 We would 

greatly 

appreciate 

candy donations 

and will be 

collecting them 

in a basket at the back of the church 

starting this Sunday.  We are also 

looking for a volunteer to provide a 

special Easter themed snack for 

those that attend.  Please contact 

Nicole O'Connors at 

nmoconnors@gmail.com if you can 

help.  Thank you in advance for 

†  Staff Interns Needed 

T he Spring Street Neighborhood Summer 

Learning Program is now taking 

applications for staff interns to work with the 

children from June 27-August 12.  A printable 

application, and more information can be found on 

the Jericho web site at http://jerichopartnership.org/

news/jericho-seeking-summer-learning-program-

staff/  

W hen the "prodigal son" ran 

out of money in the 

country he went to, what work did 

he do in an effort to feed himself? 

Luke 15:13-15 NIV 

http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/2-Corinthians/5/20
mailto:gailwinkley@yahoo.com
mailto:nmoconnors@gmail.com
http://jerichopartnership.org/news/jericho-seeking-summer-learning-program-staff/
http://jerichopartnership.org/news/jericho-seeking-summer-learning-program-staff/
http://jerichopartnership.org/news/jericho-seeking-summer-learning-program-staff/
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Luke+15:13-15&version=NIV&showfn=yes
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†  Art in the Christian Tradition 
 

The Prodigal Son. Galway - (Gaillimh) Cathedral, Galway, Ireland  
Imogen Stuart, 1965 

 

Galway Cathedral, is a Roman Catholic cathedral in Galway, Ireland, and is one of the 
largest and most impressive buildings in the city.  Construction began in 1958 on the site of 
the old city prison.  In 1965, it was dedicated, jointly, to Our Lady Assumed into Heaven 
and to St. Nicholas. 

On the main entrance to the cathedral, the 
Bronze doors with reliefs, sculpted by Imogen 
Stuart.  Each of the doors shows a series of 
bronze plaques representing events of Jesus's 
life and the first days of the Church.  On the 
left doors are panels showing the mercy and 
welcome which Jesus has for sinners who 
come to his house, one of which is the 
Prodigal Son. 

Imogen Stuart (born 1927) is a German-
Irish  sculptor.  Stuart was born to the German 
art critic Bruno E. Werner and took up 
sculpting at a young age.  As the Nazi Party 
gained more power, her mother, she, and her 
sister left the country.  After World War II 
they united with her father. 

In 1945 Stuart began studying under Otto 
Hitzberger, who taught her modelling, 
carving, and relief work using different 
materials.  She met her future husband, the 
Irishman Ian Stuart, in 1948, and in 1949 the 
two went to Ireland together.  The young 
sculptor, though born a Lutheran, became 
interested in Irish religious heritage and 
converted to Roman Catholicism.  The two 
married in 1951 and took up residence in 
Laragh Castle near Glendalough.. 

She is clearly the most prolific sculptor for 
the Church in Ireland, and her works can be seen in chapels and churches across the country. 

†  Pray It Up 
 
Notice the Red and White prayer request cards in the pew?  Each 

Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the red bowl on the table on 
the way to communion.  Then take a card from the bowl either 
right then or after service.  Pray for that request for one week.  
How comforting to know that your request is being prayed for and 
that you are praying for someone else’s!  You might just be 
praying for the person sitting next to you!  Or, if you’d prefer - 
please send your request to St. Paul’s at 
prayingnow2@gmail.com!   

T hank you to our Dorothy Day Hospitality House 

volunteers, who on the second Thursday of every month 

for over twenty years have faithfully prepared bag lunches, cooked 

a meal, setup tables, served the meal, comforted the 

clients, and cleaned up afterwards through all kinds 

of weather, and difficult and rewarding situations!  

 

 

mailto:prayingnow2@gmail.com
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

The Lost Is Found 
 

Joshua 5:9-12 

T he Old Testament reading tells of the first Passover kept by the Israelites after they has 
crossed over the Jordan River into the promised land.  Now that they can eat the produce 

of the countryside, there is no need for the miraculous manna of the wilderness.  This happens at 
Gilgal, a name meaning wheel, which suggests the wordplay as God declares the reproaches of 
the people to be rolled away. 

Psalm 32 
A thanksgiving for the forgiveness of sin. 

2 Corinthians 5:16-21 
In this passage Paul celebrates the new perspective that comes 

in Christ, and God’s reconciling work in Christ that now makes it 
appeal to others through his disciples.  Those who are united to 
Christ are part of a new order of creation.  For our sake Christ 
experienced the consequences of human sin that we might have a 
right relationship with God.  Now we are ambassadors of this 
message of reconciliation. 

Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 
Our gospel is the parable of the prodigal son, his elder brother, 

and their loving father.  Hearers are meant to participate in the 

story by experiencing how it feels to be these individuals.  One 

notices that he wastrel son thinks his father will only take him 

back if he promises to work hard and form a legalistic relationship 

with him.  But what is the father to do when he sees his long-lost 

son coming down the road?  How is the elder son to react to his 

brother’s joyous welcome?  The parable closes by leaving that last 

question to us. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   
   

T he mission of "Food for the Poor" in the context of God's promise 

of a "land flowing with milk & honey" and Jesus' call to 

repentance.  To replay all our sermons, audio and videos follow this 

link for The Sunday Sermons.  Check out our sermon archives as well. 

 

Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 

It is this last act of squandering 

the property so that foreigners 

come to own it that transforms 

the story from one of merely 

individual reckless behavior to 

a story that individual reckless 

behavior endangers the whole 

community. 

Apparently Fr. Beers gave two different sermons last Sunday.  Watch his 8 am service by 

clicking on the links above for an excellent commentary on the lessons for the day. 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Lent/CLent4_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Lent/CLent4_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Lent/CLent4_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Lent/CLent4_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2015.html
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Dot Blake, Joan Kirner and other parishioners 
convalescing in extended care facilities. 
.....St. Barnabas’, Greenwich; Christ Church, Guilford; 
St. John’s, Guilford. 
.....Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
.....The Connecticut Episcopal Clergy Association 
(ConnECA), clergy peer groups, and the Clergy Family 
Assistance Program. 
.....Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer, Gary Stein, Sue Balla, Ed Licence, 
Rose Barrett, Lorraine Estok, Fr. George Hall, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Debbi Pomeroy, 
Roger Kovacs & Lee Rybos, continued healing. 
.....the people of Liechtenstein; the people of the Republic of Rwanda; our sister and brother 
members of the United Church of Christ. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.  Pray also 
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection with the UN peacekeeping service. 
…..St. James’ Episcopal Church, Danbury and their Daily Bread Food Pantry, which is the 
recipient of our food basket collections for the month of March. 
.....Athletes of Christ, (ministry partner of the Jericho Partnership),an international sports 
ministry reaches others with the Good News of Jesus through the universal language of 
sports, which in Danbury conducts weekly Bible study meetings and focuses on a 5K walk/
run in the spring, and winter and summer soccer camps for kids. . 
.....the safe return of Denise’s dog. 
.....Michelle, Joyce & John Sarver’s daughter, healing of cancer. 
.....Mary, Mike DeAnzeris’ mother, healing of her broken hip. 
.....Gail Winkley, quick healing and comfort of broken ribs suffered in a recent fall; and 
thanks for her getting out and about. 
.....Ann Battista, that her cancer stay in remission; for Asta Smith, who is 104 years old; 
Michael Battista, lowering of his high blood pressure; freedom from stress and anxiety for 
Chip Battista; Alfred Battista, a return to church.  Daniel Smith, purpose and peace. 
.....Adam Wee, 28 years old, complete healing of a Thoracic Aortic Aneurism and peace for 
his mother, wife and child. 
.....Carol Woien,’s son Kyle, who is going through a hard time...that he will feel God's 
loving embrace. 
…..Mike Chengeri (Mike’s father), healing as he is currently in the hospital in New Jersey.  
.....Thanksgiving, for the beauty and wonder of your creation, in earth and sky and sea. 

Almighty everliv-

ing God, you are 

always more ready 

to hear than we to 

pray, and to give 

more than we de-

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You Think 
 

Back Issues of Sword Points 
 
 

In Isaiah 52 a messenger comes to 
tell the good news that God still 

reigns and that he is coming to bring 
his reign to earth.  This video 

explores how Jesus saw himself as 
that messenger and as the King.  

Prayer is the light of the soul, true knowledge of God, a mediator 

between God and men. Prayer lifts the soul into the heavens 

where it hugs God in an indescribable embrace. The soul seeks 

the milk of God like a baby crying for the breast. It fulfils its own 

vows and receives in exchange gifts better than anything that can 

be seen or imagined.  

Prayer is a go-between linking us to God. It gives joy to the soul 

and calms its emotions. I warn you, though: do not imagine that 

prayer is simply words. Prayer is the desire for God, an indescrib-

able devotion, not given by man but brought about by God’s 

grace. As St Paul says: For when we cannot choose words in or-

der to pray properly, the Spirit himself intercedes on our behalf in 

a way that could never be put into words. 

Anonymous fourth-century homily 

http://www.stbarnabasgreenwich.org/
http://www.christchurchguilford.org/
http://www.stjohnsguilford.org/
https://www.episcopalct.org/Find-Resources/Ordained-Leaders/Clergy-Association-ConnECA-/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liechtenstein
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rwanda
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Church_of_Christ
http://www.saintjamesdanbury.org/
http://www.dailybreadfoodpantry.com/index.html
http://www.athletesofchrist.com/
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xmFPS0f-kzs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xmFPS0f-kzs
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(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   

Totally Random Fact 
 

D id you know....... that in the 
1947 film The Beginning or 

the End, when Vannevar Bush tells 
President Franklin Roosevelt that he 

has a top-
secret 
matter to 
discuss, 
Roosevelt's 
dog Fala 
leaves the 
room?   

† It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks 
Sword Points: 

 

M ary Allen, Susan Balla, Chris 
Barrett, Susan Champagne, 

Lynne Donnelly, Carol Ferro, Steve 
Hemming, Carolyn Legg, Diane 
Loring, Bill Loring, Doug Melody, 

Beth Miller, Nicole 
O’Connors, Patrick 
O’Connors, Mary 
Perry, Ken Perry, 
Kirsten Peterson, 
Debbi Pomeroy, 
Reyna Sampson, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, Sir Arthur, 
David Szen, Pam 
Szen, and Gail 
Winkley. 

 
 

 

Selfie(s) with the Father(s) 

A lright 

Patrick!  

This time Sir 

Arthur has 

found a back up 

for you.  This 

time he’s found 

a guitar playing 

poodle named 

Mocha. 

St. Paul’s 

Movie Club 

J oin us on Saturday, March 12th at 4:40 pm to watch “The 

Young Messiah.”  Inspired by Biblical accounts of Jesus' 

childhood, this movie tells a rare and unique story of Jesus and his 

family as they come to a fuller understanding of his nature and 

purpose.  Based on the novel 'Christ the Lord: Out of Egypt' writ-

ten by Anne Rice.  Pizza and discussion will follow. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IhPyg5spopE
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Beginning_or_the_End
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Beginning_or_the_End
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vannevar_Bush
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Franklin_Roosevelt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fala_%28dog%29
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000428757685
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IhPyg5spopE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5EynFdirgmY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5EynFdirgmY

