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†  Come Holy Spirit, Come 
 

T his Sunday we celebrate the Day of Pentecost, 50 days after Easter Day.  The word 
“Pentecost” comes from the Greek word Pentēkostē, which means “the 50th day.” 

In the Old Testament, “Pentecost” refers to the Feast of 
Weeks, a seven-week agricultural event that focused on the 
harvesting of first crops.  Josephus, a first-century Jewish 
historian, also used the word “Pentecost” to refer to the 50th day 
after the first day of Passover. 

In the New Testament, “Pentecost” refers to the coming of 
the Spirit shortly after Jesus’ death, resurrection, and ascension: 

“When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all 
together in one place.  And suddenly from heaven there came a 
sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire 
house where they were sitting.  Divided tongues, as of fire, 
appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them.  All 
of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in 
other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.  Now there 
were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in 
Jerusalem.  And at this sound the crowd gathered and was 
bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native 
language of each” (Acts 2:1-6, NRSV). 

Christians came to understand the meaning of Pentecost in 
terms of the gift of the Spirit, and the Pentecost event as the fulfillment of Jesus’ promise 

concerning the return of the Holy Spirit. 
    Speaking in tongues, a manifestation of 
receiving the Spirit, is interpreted by some to 
symbolize the church’s worldwide mission, and 
the Day of Pentecost is thought to be the origin 
of sending the 
church out into 
the world. 
    The Day of 
Pentecost is 
identified by the 
Book of 
Common Prayer 
as one of the 
feast days 
“especially 
appropriate” for 
baptism (Book 

of Common Prayer, p. 312).  Because of this, Pentecost is 
also known as “Whitsun” or “Whitsunday” (“White 
Sunday”), a term used to describe the white baptismal 
garments worn by those who were baptized at the Vigil of 
Pentecost and then worn to church on the Day of Pentecost. 

“Riverside Icon of the Pentecost” 
by Theodoulos Gregorites, 2008  

Two infants in Waterford, Ireland, 
circa 1895, in traditional white 

baptismal garments.  Photo courtesy 
of the National Library of Ireland.  

It is believed that Peter spoke to the crowd from 
these steps along the southern wall of Jerusalem 

on the day of Pentecost. 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†  Hopeline Baby Bottle Campaign 
 

T he Hopeline Baby Bottle Campaign began on Mother’s Day. 
Hopeline is a Christian-based ministry supporting women during 

unplanned pregnancies.  In addition to 
material assistance for the care of the 

newborn, such as cribs, clothing, 
diapers, and other supplies, Hopeline 

offers counseling, support, and ultrasounds 
performed on newly pregnant women by 
an Ob-Gyn trained physician.  They offer 
post-abortion counseling to women of any 
age. 
 St. Paul’s supports Hopeline through its 
annual “Change for Change” Baby Bottle Fundraiser.  There are baby 
bottles at the back of the church and in the Parish Hall that we ask you to 
please fill with your loose change and bills and return them on June 19th, 
Father’s Day.  Please Note: Checks should be made out to St. Paul’s with 
“Hopeline” in the memo line. 
 For more information, contact: Barbara DeAnzeris or Bonnie Wanzer. 

Last year 

St. Paul’s 

collected 

over $2,200! 

†  His Name Is Jesus 
 

How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in?  And how can they 
believe in the one of whom they have not heard?  And how can they hear without someone 
preaching to them?  (Romans 10:14) 
 

Dear Friends, 

W e have a mission to preach the Gospel, and there is an ancient Greek word for it: 
κήρυγμα (Kerugma), meaning, “proclamation."  Paul, in writing to the church in 

Rome, used this very word as he underscored the essential nature of preaching. 

The "Kerygma" is what the apostles heralded, and the Kerygma is what we continue to 
proclaim today through the ongoing gift of apostolic succession by the church. 

As the apostles began the work of preaching Christ, they proclaimed a message that was 
rather basic and simple.  More extended teaching or instruction, Διδαχή (didache), would 
come later, after baptism.  But the initial proclamation of Christ was simple, and to the 
point. 

 These many years later, we at St. Paul's 
continue the work of the apostles, as we 
preach the faith, God-willing, straightforward 
and unadorned, much as the Apostle Peter did 
on the day of Pentecost, where three thousand 
people were converted (Acts 2:41).  We also 
continue the work of post-baptismal teaching, 
both from the pulpit, and also in our various 
courses we offer throughout the week in order 
to deepen and expand the message of the 
Christian faith, its doctrine and order. 

 What makes Christianity's apostolic 
witness unique?  While many other religions 

encourage faith in a path, a way or a method, the apostolic witness has always held that we 
are to have faith in a person.  His name is Jesus, He is alive today through the Holy Spirit, 
and He reigns.  May He be known to us this day, by God's grace, and may we share His love 
always. 

Faithfully, 
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†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, May 12 - 1:00 pm - Dorothy Day Ministry, Danbury 

  5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Fri, May 13 - 7:30 pm - Alpha Small Group, Guild Room 

Sat, May 14  7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Bridgewater Village Store 

  8:00 am - Safe Church Training, Crocker Hall 

  10:00 am - Jericho Food Pantry, Danbury 

Sun, May 15 -  Day of Pentecost: WhitsundayDay of Pentecost: WhitsundayDay of Pentecost: Whitsunday 

  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion 

  4:00 pm - Youth Group / Juniors, Crocker Hall 

Mon, May 16 - 7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall  (LiveStream) 

  7:00 pm - Stephen Ministry, Guild Room 

Tue, May 17 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

  5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Crocker Hall / Parking Lot 

  7:15 pm - Women’s Evening Ministry, Guild Room 
  7:15 pm - Boy Scouts Troop 5, Crocker Hall 
Wed, May 18 - 10:00 am - Holy Communion II & Healing 

Thu, May 19 - 5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Crocker Hall / Parking Lot 

  7:00 pm - Healing Team, Guild Room 
  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 
Fri, May 20 - 6:30 pm - Alpha Retreat, Crocker Hall 

Sat, May 21 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Bridgewater Village Store 

  9:30 am - Alpha Retreat, Crocker Hall 

Sun, May  8 - First Sunday after Pentecost: Trinity Sunday 

  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion 

  4:00 pm Youth Group, Crocker Hall 

Click Below to 

Click Below to 

“A ll of them look to you to give them their food in due season.  You 
give it to them… you 

open your hand and they are 
filled with good things.”  How’s 
that for a faithful steward’s reason 
to always and everywhere give 
thanks?  God gives us everything 
we have - how can we thank Him 
adequately except by returning a 
faithful share of all those gifts to 
Him and to others in His name? 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
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COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 

May 15th 8 am - Robin Powell  10:30 am - Jack Collins 
May 22nd 8 am - Wanzers  10:30 am - Raegan Guglielmo 
May 29th No Coffee Hour - Memorial Day Parade Outreach 

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show 
hospitality to strangers, for thereby 
some have entertained angels unawares. 

 

†  St Paul’s Women’s Ministry - Ladies Evening Bible Study 
 

Join us for our seven week video series- 
Anne Graham Lotz - The Magnificent Obsession Embracing the God-filled life. 

 

I f you or someone close to you is devoted to their church but still 
struggles to find meaning and passion in their faith; who loves 

their family, works hard, contributes to their community, but still 
feels life is somehow incomplete and hollow at the core; who is 
restless in spirit, with a nagging sense that there must be something 
more there is The Magnificent Obsession.  Gifted Bible teacher Anne 
Graham Lotz, daughter of evangelist Billy Graham, has known these 
struggles herself.  As she studied Scripture, looking for a way out of 
the emptiness, she found her answer in the amazing story of 
Abraham, a very ordinary man who became extraordinary for one 
pivotal reason: he pursued God in a life of obedient faith, not 
knowing where that decision would take him.  Anne followed 
Abraham s lead and began a lifelong pursuit of knowing God, as he 

truly is, in an intensely personal relationship.  Through personal 
anecdotes, unforgettable stories, and God-inspired insights, she 
invites you to draw closer to God, who is as committed to you as 
he was to Abraham, and longs to call you friend. " 
 

We will meet the following Tuesdays from 7:15 - 8:30 pm. 

 March 1 Session 1 Bible Study Workshop led by Anne 
Graham Lotz 

 March 15  Session 2 Leave Everything Behind 

 April 5   Session 3 Let Everything Go 

 April 19   Session 4 Entrust Everything Completely 

 May 3  Session 5 Lift Everything Up 

 May 17   Session 6 Cast Everything Out 

 May 31  Session 7 Lay Everything Down 
 

Participants Guide is available at here.   

Any questions please contact Dori McManus at (203) 788-1977 or dorimcmanus@snet.net 

Happy Birthday to You! 
 

B ecky Lapp & Tim Tilford celebrate today!  Friday is 

the big day for Ryan Friedly.  Juliet Barbieri will be 

opening presents on Saturday.  David Hock, Jack Powell & 

Pamela Koniecki will be blowing out candles on Sunday.  

Mason Sampson will be another year older and wiser on 

Monday.  Throw a party on Tuesday for Fr. Bill Loring.  Have a 

blessed day everyone! 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+13%3A2&version=ESV
http://www.christianbook.com/magnificent-obsession-participants-guide-embracing-filled/anne-lotz/9780310329831/pd/329830?event=ESRCG
mailto:dorimcmanus@snet.net


 5 

 

†  Yes Lord!  I Want To Be Made Well 
 

“Now a certain man was there who had an infirmity thirty-eight years.  When 
Jesus saw him lying there, and knew that he already had been in that condition a 
long time, He said to him, “Do you want to be made well?”  The sick man 
answered Him, “Sir, I have no man to put me into the pool when the water is 
stirred up; but while I am coming, another steps down before me.” John 5:5-7 

by Steve Hemming 
 

W e’ve all faced difficulties in our lifetime.  Jesus Christ our Lord told us that we 
would encounter such tribulations.  However through Jesus, we can overcome this 

world just as He overcame it (John 16:33, Revelations 12:11).  Sometimes, it may not be the 
trials in our midst that can wear us down, but instead our suffering may be the result of a 
significant trauma that took place years ago that has not been addressed or healed.  Has the 
Lord ever brought to your awareness a need for His healing touch from a past hurt or deep 
wound? 

For several months recently, I had been struggling greatly, and just couldn’t get a grip on 
what was the root cause for my feeling so down and discouraged.  Regardless of how I felt, 
I was determined not to give up my hope and trust in the Lord.  No matter how dark my life 
seemed at times, I kept pressing in to the Lord, and consistently cried out to Him for help, 
standing on His promise; “Call to Me, and I will answer you, and show you great and 
mighty things, which you do not know.” (Jeremiah 33:3) 

A few weeks ago, God revealed the origin of my suffering as I read John 5:1-15, the 
passage where Jesus encounters the man at the Pool of Bethesda who had an affliction for 
thirty eight years.  I had read this story numerous times before, and it didn’t have the same 
impact on me that it did when I read it this time.  It was a real eye-opener for me.  For 
through this Word the Lord revealed to me that I remained wounded from a severe trauma 

that I experienced thirty eight years ago. 
 What happened back in the summer of 1978 would 
change the course of my future.  I should have died back 
then, but God who is rich in mercy, intervened and saved 
me from certain death as well as eternal separation from 
Him.  For you see, back then I didn’t know God, but 
thankfully, God knew me, and had a plan for my life 
which included a hope and a future. 
 Since coming to know Jesus Christ as my Lord and 
Savior, I have received much healing and deliverance.  

However, the Lord gently showed me through this particular reading of John 5 that I had yet 
to be healed from this life-threatening incident that occurred so long ago.  I felt the Lord ask 
me the very same question He asked the man that laid beside the Pool of Bethesda; “Do you 
want to be made well?”  At first, I thought of offering some feeble excuse akin to the one 
offered by the infirmed man, who complained that no one would carry him into the pool.  
But, realizing how desperately I sought relief from my torment, I humbly answered God out 
loud, “Yes, Lord! I want to be made well.” 

From the moment I told God that I wanted to be healed from this ordeal, I felt Him begin 
to move in my spirit, body, and soul like never before.  Not only did I receive fresh insight, 
wisdom, and truth about what happened, the Lord also showed me that He was clearly 
present that day I almost died.  God brought to my remembrance that I heard what I thought 
was a heavenly choir at the time, which He made clear to me were actually His angels 
enveloping me (see Psalm 91:11-12).  These revelations from the Lord have helped 
tremendously in my ongoing quest for complete healing from this long-standing wound. 

As the Lord has been leading me through the healing process, two familiar truths from 
the Word have helped solidify my understanding that God sent His Son Jesus to bring us the 
healing and true life in Him we so desperately yearn to have: 

Isaiah 61:1 - “The Spirit of the Lord God is upon Me, because the Lord has anointed 
Me, to preach good tidings to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, to 
proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to those who are bound.”  
Jesus came not only to save, but also to heal us and set us free.  It is up to us to receive His 

(Continued on page 6) 
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 TRANSFORM YOUR WORKOTRANSFORM YOUR WORKOTRANSFORM YOUR WORKOUTS INTOUTS INTOUTS INTO   

WORSHIP WITH PRAISEMWORSHIP WITH PRAISEMWORSHIP WITH PRAISEMOVES OVES OVES ------      

THE CHRISTIAN ALTERNTHE CHRISTIAN ALTERNTHE CHRISTIAN ALTERNATIVE TO YOGA ATIVE TO YOGA ATIVE TO YOGA    

Deep Stretching, Gentle Movement, and Strong Scripture 
combine for flexibility and strength. 

Classes held in Crocker Hall each Saturday at 10 am with Mary 

Perry, Certified PraiseMoves Instructor  Drop by or Email Mary 

with questions at maryperry2@me.com 

A Christian 

Alternative 

to Yoga 

 

Greeters Needed 
 

Greeting people in a warm way makes 
them feel good about 

their presence in 
church. 

 

At St. Paul’s, we are 
always looking for 

people who feel 
called to serve in this important ministry. 

 

If you are interested in becoming a 
greeter, please contact Pam Szen 

(prszen@gmail.com) 
or David Szen 

healing and deliverance. 
John 10:10 - “The thief does not come except 

to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come 
that they may have life, and that they may have it 
more abundantly.”  Jesus came to offer us a full 
and extraordinary life.  It is up to us to accept His 
offer and live the life that He intended us to have. 

As the Lord continues to bring His revelation 
and restoration to me, I rejoice in the progress He 
has brought forth thus far, and I am fully confident 
that He who began a good work in me will 
complete it until the day Jesus comes to take me 
home (Philippians 1:6). 

If Jesus were to ask you, “Do you want to be 
made well? what would be your response?  Would 
you accept His offer to heal you?  Or, would you 
give Him an excuse like the man at the pool who 
had an infirmity for thirty eight years?  The correct 
answer is “Yes Lord!  I want to be made well.” 

“Jesus said to him, “Rise, take up your bed and walk.”  And immediately the 
man was made well, took up his bed, and walked.”  John 5:8-9  

(Continued from page 5) Be Made Well 

mailto:maryperry2@me.com
mailto:prszen@gmail.com
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The sacristans for May 

are Sharon Hibler and 

Lorine Hodge. 

 

 

 
 

It was _____ time of the morning when Peter stood up to explain to the 

witnesses the events of Pentecost. 

Acts 2:14-15 NIV 

http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Acts+2:14-15&version=NIV&showfn=yes
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†  Scholarly Speaking 

 

Fifty Years a Priest (I) 

 

A s some of you know already, I shall soon be observing the fiftieth anniversary of 
my ordination as a priest in the Episcopal Church,* and it will be my privilege to 

celebrate this event with you.  The Rector has graciously offered the use of the Church and 
its facilities for the occasion, and we are planning a festival Eucharist (with our Bishop 
Suffragan, +Laura Ahrens, as preacher) to be followed by a party in Crocker Hall. 

As we prepare for the festivities Fr. Shepley has also encouraged me to share some 
reminiscences with you.  Certainly there are many differences between the Church into 
which I was ordained, and that in which we worship today.  Though not a large church even 

then, it was nearing its peak in baptized members and in 
Sunday attendance, many moderate sized parishes had two 
full time clergymen on staff, and more churches were opening 
than closing.  Divisions in the Church were more about 
smells, bells, and vestments† than about doctrine, and revision 
of the 1928 Book of Common Prayer was not yet a matter of 
broad discussion - though that was soon to change.  Over the 
next few weeks I shall be offering some comments on the 
changes that have occurred - I shall say now that while I 
welcome many of them, I also see many of them as a source 
of damage to our church.  
 For now let me say something about the fifty part of it.  In 
the Old Testament 50 days marked the interval from Pesach 

(Passover) to Shavuot (Pentecost).  Both seem to have originated as agricultural celebrations 
(as a time of growth and ripening), but also marked the departure from Egypt and the giving 
of the Ten Commandments marking the transition from slavery to the beginnings of self-
government.  There we also find 50 years as marking a jubilee period, set forth as a time of 
restoration when, for example, land would revert to its original owners, and as a time of new 
beginnings.  I look to this jubilee as a time of reflection, renewal, and rededication. 

I have been grateful for the opportunity to have some share in the ministry of this place, 
and I hope you will join me and Diane, who has been a large part of my work, in celebrating 
this. 

Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence  
 

* Then, and now, the official name of our church was, “The Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the United States of America;” Some years later. 
“The Episcopal Church” became an official alternative. 

† I believe that the late Pierce Middleton was responsible for bringing 
both vestments (i.e. chasubles)  and incense to St. Paul’s about 60 years 
ago when he was rector here. 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

Celebration of 50 Years as a Priest 

Solemn Eucharist at 11:00 am  
& 

Festal Reception to follow 

Saturday the 18th of June, Anno Domini 2016 

http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=330003814
mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
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†  Israel, Seeing Is Believing 

Plans are being finalized underway for other pilgrimages to the 

Holy Land in THIS WINTER.  Click here for more info and details. 

†  The Southern Steps   
 

Highlights of the Southern Steps: 
This is the only surface in Israel that one can be 

certain Jesus and his disciples walked on, as the 
excavated steps served as the entrance to the 
Temple Mount during the time of Jesus. 

Some of the events on the day of Pentecost 
likely occurred here, including the 3,000 baptisms. 
(Acts 2-4) 

It is likely that the Southern Gate was the 
“Beautiful Gate” where the lame beggar was healed 
by Peter. (Acts 3:1-11) 

More on the Southern Steps: 
The Southern Steps are also referred to as the 

“Teaching Steps” or the “Rabbi Steps” because 
rabbis (including Gamaliel, who taught Paul) would 
teach on these steps. 

There are fifteen stairs at the Southern Steps. 
Some say this is for the 15 Psalms of Ascent (Psalm 

120-
134). Also some claim they differ in width in 
height so that one cannot run up the stairs 
hastily, but must do it soberly and 
thoughtfully. 
 Fifty of Israel’s mikvahs, or ritual baths, 
are located at the base of the Southern Steps 
of the Temple in Jerusalem. This is one of the 
reasons it is believed that the 3,000 baptisms 
at the day of Pentecost occurred here. 
In 1994, astronaut Neil Armstrong visited the 
Southern Steps of the Temple in Jerusalem: 
 Armstrong asked: “So Jesus stepped right 
here?”“That’s right,” answered Ben-Dov. 
“I have to tell you,” Armstrong said to the 
Israeli archaeologist, “I am more excited 
stepping on these stones than I was stepping 
on the moon.”    

When 

you see 

this map 

pointer in 

Sword Points, it  

indicates sites or 

towns we will 

visit on our 

upcoming trip to 

the Holy Land! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AoizSL-TEJQ
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/home/bible-journeys.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/esv/passage/?q=acts+2;+acts+3;+acts+4
http://www.biblestudytools.com/esv/acts/passage/?q=acts+3:1-11
http://www.biblestudytools.com/esv/passage/?q=psalm+120;+psalm+121;+psalm+122;+psalm+123;+psalm+124;+psalm+125;+psalm+126;+psalm+127;+psalm+128;+psalm+129;+psalm+130;+psalm+131;+psalm+132;+psalm+133;+psalm+134
http://www.biblestudytools.com/esv/passage/?q=psalm+120;+psalm+121;+psalm+122;+psalm+123;+psalm+124;+psalm+125;+psalm+126;+psalm+127;+psalm+128;+psalm+129;+psalm+130;+psalm+131;+psalm+132;+psalm+133;+psalm+134
http://www.biblestudytools.com/esv/passage/?q=psalm+120;+psalm+121;+psalm+122;+psalm+123;+psalm+124;+psalm+125;+psalm+126;+psalm+127;+psalm+128;+psalm+129;+psalm+130;+psalm+131;+psalm+132;+psalm+133;+psalm+134
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O 
ur summer mission trip is less than 90 days away and this 
week we’ll kick off our final fundraiser for the trip.  This 

year we are asking for sponsors for each of the students.  
As a sponsor we are asking that you commit to praying for your 
student and writing a letter of support for them to read on the trip, 
along with making a contribution towards the cost of the trip.  Please 
prayerfully consider being a sponsor for one of the seven students 

attending this summers trip and sign up during coffee hour. 

Did you miss last week’s 

Children’s sermon?  

Click here to watch it. 

 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/childrens-sermons.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8yX-lTO4SA0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8yX-lTO4SA0
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†  Warden Notes 

 

- Mary Perry 

Prayer is Powerful! 
 

E very month the people of St. Paul’s 
have prayer requests:  75 Pray It Up 

Cards.  50 prayer chain requests.  Unknown 
amounts of emails, texts, conversations and 
whispers - Would you Pray for 
___________.  Fill in the blank.  Me.  My 
Mom.  My child.  My job.  My finances.  My 
sickness.  My health.  My relationships.  My 
marriage.  My church.  My house.  My 
Shepherd.  My test.  My exam.  My school.  
My pets.  A parking space - yes, even 
parking spaces. 

I heard the power of prayer put in a 
powerful way this past weekend: 

 

It is a powerful weapon that doesn’t get 
duller when you use it - it gets sharper! 
 

Isn’t that a great image - our prayers get 
sharper and more effective the more we pray.    
I often hear - “I don’t know how to pray.”  
Well, rest assured, many others don’t think 

they do either.  How to start?  Just 
talk to the Good Father - He loves 
you and wants to talk with you.  
He already knows what you need 
before you say a word and He 
knows what you are about to say 
before you even say it.  So, go 

ahead, just say it.  Just try it. 
So, pray to the Father, through Jesus, by 

the Holy Spirit.  And, it is powerful to 
engage others to pray for you.  Here at St. 
Paul’s, we all pray for each other - lifting 
each other up and carrying each other 
through all kinds of situations.  This church 

prays! 
So, fill out a Pray it Up 

Card this Sunday, get your 
prayer requests on the Prayer 
Chain, come up for prayer 
any Sunday and please make 
sure you and your household 
are being prayed for by the 
Prayer Team as they pray 
each month for all of St. Paul’s Parishioners. 

And feel free to share with us how the 
Good Father has heard and answered your 
prayers - we are all encouraged by the 
miracles.  He does every single day. 

May I pray for you right now as you read 
this: 

Heavenly Father - hear the heartfelt 
prayers of your people.  You know what they 
need before they say a word.  Let them feel 
your love fresh today, and come close to 
hear the cry of their hearts. 

Come Holy Spirit, Come! 
In the name of your loving and saving son, 

Jesus, Amen!  

†  Neto Twins to Come Home Soon 
 

W e are doing very well, thank you St. Paul’s and Father Joseph! 
This past Friday the boys celebrated being 2 months old; can't 

believe they are already 2 months time just seems surreal here. 
We are definitely looking forward to coming home.  We’ve ordered 

the car seats the other day and once those arrive we will begin to 
pressure the doctors for a go home plan and date.  We are hoping to be 
home before Memorial day, but will have to follow the boys schedule. 

We are looking at driving as the preferred method as they think 
Manuel may come home on oxygen and thus driving would be the best.  
So we are looking at options for that and have tentatively mapped out a 
3 day driving itinerary that works with the boys 3 hour schedule. 

I have attached pictures we took in celebration of them turning 2 
months old. 

Thank you again for keeping us in your prayers 
Laura and Victor 
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†  The Holy Spirit Has Arrived 

The sound of a "violent wind" from heaven, tongues of fire resting atop each of Jesus' 
followers, speaking in languages unknown to the speakers (but 
not the hearers) - this all takes place as described in a featured 
reading this Pentecost Sunday. 

The Holy Spirit has arrived (understatement alert.) 
Peter steps up, rather amazingly, and reminds the crowd that 

none of this is unexpected. Peter quotes directly from the prophet 
Joel by way of showing all of this is a fulfillment - not a 

befuddlement. 
At our weekly men's Bible study led by 
Father Joe, the Holy Spirit was discussed 
in even more new and surprising ways, at 
least to me.  Many are familiar with the 
"Seven Fruits of the Spirit" listed 
elsewhere in the New Testament; love, 
joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness (Galatians 5:22-23).  Perhaps 
less-well-known, at least to me, are the "Seven Gifts of the Spirit" 
found in the Old Testament; ("The Spirit of the Lord will rest on 
him" (as in the tongues of flame at Pentecost!), the Spirit of wisdom 
and of understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of power, the Spirit 
of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord" (Isaiah 11:2). 
Thanks be to God - He makes all things new! 
"And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given 
us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ 

our Lord.  To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and 
glory, now and for ever.  Amen." 

 
-Post communion prayer, page 366, Book of Common Prayer 
(1979) 

What is 

in the big box 

in the back of the 

church?  Come on 

Sunday to find out! 

Hint: The answer is 

also in this week’s 

Sword Points. 
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†  Vestry Meeting 
April 13th 

Opening: Fr. Joe opened the meeting at 7:33 
with prayer and led the meeting.  Jack 
Collins led a Bible study “Why does God 
allow the innocent to suffer?’  God uses all 
things to bring us closer to him.  Susan 
Champagne gave her testimony; she was 
born into a Christian Family and believed in 
God but didn’t know Jesus as her savior.  
Went through difficult times, a divorce and 
the death of her brother.  She came to St. 
Paul’s for a Christmas midnight service and 
met the Holy Spirit here.  She has been 
growing in her faith ever since.  The March 
minutes were approved as circulated. 
 

Treasurer’s Report: 1st Qtr income was 
$13,000 above 1st Qtr 2015.  Expenses are 

$16,915 over income YTD, includes some 
major projects paid out in 2016 which are 
included in 2015 income.  Endowments are 
up 2.8% YTD. 
 

Committee Reports:  Dave Allen for 
Property: update on windows - repairs will 
cost less than quoted; first window is out for 
repairs.  Pew cushions will be in soon.  
Separate reports were submitted by: Mary 
Allen on Coffee Hour; Dave Allen on 
Property; Laurie DoBosh, Ron Switzer & 
John Tuthill on Jericho; Nicole O’Connors 
on Hearts to Hands Ministry; Mary Perry on 
Stephen Ministry, Healing Ministries of St. 

Paul’s, Beyond the Red 
Door and Wellness. 
 

Rector’s Report: 
Alpha began on April 9th 
and is off to a good start with 
groups being held in homes with one group 
meeting at St. Paul’s.  The Men’s Bible 
Study has begun and has a large turnout.  
There will be a performance of the Gospel of 
Mark here on a Friday with a follow up 
meeting on Saturday sponsored by the Men’s 
Bible Study on a date to be determined.  Fr. 
Joe has become a mentor for a youth through 
Jericho.  There were two Baptisms on April 
10th and a large congregation.  The prayer 
team will begin praying for the congregation 

individually. 
 

Old Business: Please check your 
Vestry assignments as distributed 
and fill out the form for Sword 
Points.  
 

New Business: Memorial Day 
Outreach will take place on Sunday May 
29th.  Patrick O’Connors will co-ordinate the 
outreach, please help him as much as 
possible.  May 5th is the National Day of 
Prayer, meet at Danbury City Hall at 6:30 to 
participate.  Franklin Graham is coming to 
Hartford on a date not yet released. 
 

Closing: The meeting was closed with 
corporate prayer at 8:30 pm by Mary Perry. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Lois Hunt, Clerk of the Vestry 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“The Advocate, the Holy Spirit whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you 

everything and remind you of all that I told you.” 

John 14:26 

  

T he materialism of our society lures us to 

concentrate more on what we want than on 

what God wants for us.  The relativism of our world 

tells us that we should be tolerant of all things, that there 

is no absolute truth.  Pray to the Holy Spirit to put the 

right words in our mouths when challenged about our 

faith. 
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JOIN THE MOVEMENT!  ALPHA SMALL GROUPS ARE HERE!  

It’s not too late to join.  Contact Tara Shepley for more info. 

Did you miss the How and why 

should I pray? video?  You can 

watch here. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uaupYYHbfc4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pwkn-fKIxes
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pwkn-fKIxes


 15 

 

†  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 

 

Opening Hymn Hail Thee, Festival Day! 
Gradual Come, Gracious Spirit, Heavenly Dove 
Offertory Come Down, O Love Divine 

Closing Hymn Praise the Spirit In Creation 
 

Come Down, O Love Divine 
 

B ianco of Siena (c. 1345-c. 1412) was born in Anciolina, a small hamlet in Tuscany, 
Italy, but moved at a young age to Siena where he labored as a wood carver.  We 

have little information about the life of this mystic; what we do know is due to the efforts of 
Feo Belcari (1410-1484), a poet and playwright from Florence, who reconstructed Bianco’s 
biography from his poetry. 

According to Medieval Italy: An Encyclopedia, edited by Christopher Kleinhenz, 
“Bianco joined the Gesuati, a lay order founded by Giovanni Colombini, and lived for a 
number of years in a monastery of the order in Cittè di Castello.  He spent the last years of 
his life in Venice.” 

Bianco composed in the laude form, a vernacular sacred song used outside of the 
medieval Catholic liturgy.  Lauda spirituale were popular well into the 19th century.  Most 
laude were composed in a melody-only form - though polyphonic, or multi-part, laude 
developed in Italy in the early 15th century. 

Bianco’s more than 100 laude may be divided into two groups - doctrinal and mystical.  
In Dr. Kleinhenz’s volume, we gain insight into Bianco’s poetry: “Inspired by intense 
religious zeal, his poetry has its mystical roots in that of Jacopone da Todi, particularly in 
regard to the theme of divine madness.  The immediacy of Bianco’s language and the 
unadorned simplicity of his statements enhanced the popular appeal of his poetry.” 

Come Down, O Love Divine (“Discendi, amor santo”) is a translation of four of the 
original eight stanzas from Bianco’s ‘Laudi Spirituali del Bianco de 
Siena, Lucca, 1851. 

Richard Littledale (1833-1890), an Irish scholar and minister, 
translated four of the stanzas that appeared in the People’s Hymnal 
(1867).  The hymn’s popularity increased significantly after it 
appeared in the English Hymnal (1906), one of the most influential 
hymnals of the early 20th century, with a musical setting by the 
eminent English composer Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958).  
Vaughan William’s tune Down Ampney carries the majesty and 
mystery of the text beautifully and is now the standard musical 
setting for this text.  

 

Name Tags - Please be courteous to fellow parishioners, to newcomers 
and guests by extending a warm welcome to them and by wearing your 
name tag.  And remember to wear them to coffee hour as well. 

A s Bill and Cathy Schrull travel through Tanzania on their annual mission trip, this 

year they are bringing tablet computers and other technology to Kasulu.  They are 

thankful for the help of a generous grant from the 

Diocese of Connecticut and additional funds from 

St. Paul's Brookfield 

You can follow 

their progress on 

their blog sites: 

Http://trips.schrull.us 
Http://tzblog.schrull.us 

 

 

 

Williams 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sW4f29_vNZI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5ViQXj5qdOQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6HPKL1wOVXk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mRXltfRxuv0
Http://trips.schrull.us/
Http://tzblog.schrull.us/
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†  Men’s Bible Study 

W e are heading into week #6 in our latest Men’s Bible 

study!  It is based on Bishop N. T. Wright’s book, Mark 

for Everyone.  In this study, N.T. Wright helps us find our way 

around Mark and allows us to feel the urgency and excitement of 

Mark's Gospel in a way that is new and fresh.  Wright helps us to 

find it full of interest and delight, with a powerful message that 

comes home to the church to today and tomorrow just as much as it 

did to the church of yesterday.  Fr. Joe has copies of the guide book 

for $12 each.  All the studies are available on our LiveStream and 

YouTube channels. 

Why do 25 men 

come to this Bible 

Study each week?  

Come and find out 

(or watch online). 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCeuVsZU4QDXmrSd-8GrP3Q
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

Unity in Christ 
 

Acts 2:1-21 

T his lesson tells the story of the Holy Spirit filling the apostles and 
empowering them to share the message of the gospel with people 

of different languages.  Clearly this was a most dramatic moment in the 
life of the early church, an experience described in terms of wind and fire.  
From this time forward the mighty works of God done in Jesus will be 
told to all the peoples of the earth, crossing barriers of language and 
culture. 
 Psalm 104:25-35, 37 
This psalm describes the wonders of the world 
created and renewed by the Lord’s Spirit. 

 Romans 8:14-17 
In this lesson we hear that when we are moved by God’s Spirit, we 

become God’s children and heirs with Christ.  The Spirit makes this 
experience possible by prompting our lips to call upon God as Father 
with the same Aramaic word (Abba) that Jesus used.  This new 
relationship means that we are no longer required to be led by baser 
instincts.  Our heritage is life, while we must also learn to share 
Christ’s sufferings. 

 John 14:8-17, (25-27) 
In our gospel Jesus tells his disciples that in him the Father has 

been revealed, and he promises the gift of another Counselor, the Spirit 
of truth, to be with them.  The Lord is speaking with his followers on 
the night before his death.  Soon he will be taken away from them, but 
all that they ask the Father will now grant in Jesus’ name.  As they 
continue to love Jesus and keep his commands, the Advocate, the indwelling Spirit, will lead 
them into further truth and give them a profound peace beyond what the world can offer. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   
   

"W hat happens when we die?" and "What is heaven 

like?" ... This is what we know..  To replay all 

our sermons, audio and videos follow this link for The Sunday 

Sermons.  Check out our sermon archives as well. 

 

John 14:8-17, 25-27 
Those who are bonded into Jesus will 
know a Truthful Spirit who will (Verse 

26): "Teach you everything; and remind 
you of all that I have said to you."  We, 
who like Philip, have been with Jesus all 

this time, and still do not know him, should 
receive this promise with great joy and 
thanksgiving at Jesus' generosity.  We 

have not been left alone.  

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CPentDay_RCL.html#FIRST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CPentDay_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CPentDay_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CPentDay_RCL.html#GOSPEL2
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2015.html
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T he Rector's Forum meets Sundays from 9:30-

10:15 in the Guild Room and will be Exploring 

Messianic Mysteries in the Hebrew Alphabet from 

May 15 thru June 5th led by Tara Shepley. 

†  Pray It Up 
 
Notice the Red and White prayer request cards in the pew?  

Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the red bowl on 
the table on the way to communion.  Then take a card from 
the bowl either right then or after service.  Pray for that 
request for one week.  How comforting to know that your 
request is being prayed for and that you are praying for 
someone else’s!  You might just be praying for the person 
sitting next to you!  Or, if you’d prefer - please send your 
request to St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!   

T hough some were amazed concerning the 

men who spoke in tongues on 

Pentecost, what did others think was 

happening? 

Acts 2:12-13 NIV 

 

mailto:prayingnow2@gmail.com
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Acts+2:12-13&version=NIV&showfn=yes
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Dot Blake, Joan Kirner and other parishioners convalescing in extended care 
facilities. 
.....St. Andrew’s, New Haven; St. James’, New Haven; St. John’s, New Haven; St. Luke’s, 
New Haven. 
.....Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
.....Communication; digital ministry online social networks; 
ECCT evangelism training, region missionaries. 
.....Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer, Gary Stein, 
Sue Balla, Ed Licence, Rose Barrett, Lorraine Estok, Fr. 
George Hall, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Roger Kovacs & Lee 
Rybos, continued healing. 
.....the people of Slovenia; the people of the Republic of Angola; 
our sister and brother members of the Christian City Churches. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.  Pray also 
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping 
service; and Jim serving at Bagram Air Force Base in Afghanistan. 
…..Town of Brookfield Food Pantry, the recipient of our food basket collections for the 
month of May. 
.....Young Life Danbury, (ministry partner of the Jericho Partnership), 
which is part of the multicultural, urban, international Young Life network; 
meeting kids on their own turf and helping them navigate through life, 
offering fun and the ultimate message of hope in Jesus Christ; YLD is 
committed to sharing a Biblical worldview with kids in an exciting and 
relevant way. 
.....the safe return of Denise’s dog. 
.....Michelle, Joyce & John Sarver’s daughter, healing of cancer. 
.....Mary, Mike DeAnzeris’ mother, healing of her broken hip. 
.....Adam Wee, 28 years old, complete healing of a Thoracic Aortic 
Aneurism and peace for his mother, wife and child. 
.....Carol Woien,’s son Kyle, who is going through a hard time...that he 
will feel God's loving embrace. 
…..Alleluia!  Christ the Lord has ascended into heaven: Come let us adore 
him.  Alleluia! 

Almighty everliv-

ing God, you are 

always more ready 

to hear than we to 

pray, and to give 

more than we de-

†  This & That & 
Links 

(Click on pictures or red links for more 
info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You 
Think 

 

Back Issues of Sword Points 
 
 

Day of Pentecost 
 
 Excerpt from the movie 
"Acts of the Apostles." 

Prayer is the light of the soul, true knowledge of God, a mediator 

between God and men. Prayer lifts the soul into the heavens 

where it hugs God in an indescribable embrace. The soul seeks 

the milk of God like a baby crying for the breast. It fulfils its own 

vows and receives in exchange gifts better than anything that can 

be seen or imagined.  

Prayer is a go-between linking us to God. It gives joy to the soul 

and calms its emotions. I warn you, though: do not imagine that 

prayer is simply words. Prayer is the desire for God, an indescrib-

able devotion, not given by man but brought about by God’s 

grace. As St Paul says: For when we cannot choose words in or-

der to pray properly, the Spirit himself intercedes on our behalf in 

a way that could never be put into words. 

Anonymous fourth-century homily 

http://www.episcopalchurch.org/parish/st-andrews-episcopal-church-new-haven-ct
http://stjamesnewhaven.org/
http://www.stjohnsnewhaven.org/
http://www.stlukeschurchnewhaven.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Slovenia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Angola
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_City_Churches
http://www.brookfieldct.gov/pages/BrookfieldCT_Social/food
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FIJrk9-dtRE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FIJrk9-dtRE
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Our New Teachers 

M rs. Joan Boehm (right) is new to our Level Two classroom, teaching 

grade 2 and 3 and mentions how much she loves her class each time that 

we see her.  Mr. John Tuthill (guess) has begun teaching our Level Three class-

room, teaching grade 4 and 5 and brings vast experience working in a nearby 

school district.  Mrs. Anette Hamerski is working with our Middle School level 

class this year and has already begun to develop such a wonderful connection with 

her students.  We are so lucky to have these three dedicated teachers join our Sun-

day School staff and we praise God for the myriad of ways that He will use them to 

guide and bless the children of Saint Paul's this year. 
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(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

† It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks 
Sword Points: 

 

M ary Allen, Chris Barrett, 
Sandy Chadwick, 

Dorothy Crocker, Steve 
Hemming, Carolyn Legg, 
Diane Loring, Bill Loring, 
Dori McManus, Beth Miller, 
Nicole O’Connors, Patrick 
O’Connors, Mary Perry, Ken 
Perry, Kirsten Peterson, Debbi 
Pomeroy, Robin Powell, 
Reyna Sampson, John Sarver, 
Joe Shepley, Tara Shepley, 
David Szen, Pam Szen, John 
Tuthill and Gail Winkley. 

 
 

 

Totally Random Fact of 
the Week! 

 

D id you know …that the Pony 

Express 

Bible was 

given only with a 

signed frontier 

pledge of loyalty, 

honesty, and 

sobriety?  

Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   

Who Am I? 
 

T his week’s “Who Am I” was Pam 

Szen.  No winners.  New contest 

next week. 

https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pony_Express_Bible
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pony_Express_Bible
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pony_Express_Bible

