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The Sword of the 
Spirit was started 

in 1954 by the Rev. 
A. Pierce Middleton 

"E ncourage one another and build each 
other up" (1 Thessalonians 5:11).  

 

Dear Friends, 

Several weeks ago, our children during our summer Sunday School 

hour spent their time creating their own "get well" cards for our 

hospitalized and homebound parishioners.  

Since that time, with a stack of these 

wonderful cards in my glove compartment, 

I've been delivering them as needed. 

The joy on the faces of those receiving 

them is beautiful to behold, and the messages 

from the children are special.  Some 

examples: "You are loved by God and us, 

whoever you are," and "Get better, ok, for 

Jesus." 

There are many ways we as a church can 

share bonds of 

affection while 

building one 

another up to 

God's glory, 

and our 

children have demonstrated the ministry 

of encouragement, working away quietly 

and with creative joy.  Let's outdo one 

another in such love and encouragement, 

following their lead, all for Christ's sake. 

Faithfully, 

 

 

St. Paul’s Church 
174 Whisconier Road 

Brookfield, Connecticut   06804 

(203) 775-9587 

www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com 
 

The Rev. Joseph Shepley, Rector 

Beth Miller, Parish Office Coordinator 

The Ministry of Encouragement 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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Name Tags - Please be courteous to your fellow parishioners, to 
newcomers, visiting clergy and guests by extending a warm welcome 
to them and by wearing your name tag.  And remember to wear 
them to coffee hour as well. 

Save-the-Date 
Parish Picnic 

Sunday, July 10—Noon 

“T herefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send laborers into 
his harvest”... and yes, all of us, even we who are town 

and city dwellers are called to labor for the Lord’s harvest.  After all, 
he gives us everything we have; can we not work for His kingdom in 
return?  How good it will be to hear the old hymn words, “And a 
glad sound comes with the setting sun – servant, well done.” 

†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, June 30 - 6:00 pm - Boot Camp, Crocker Hall / Parking Lot 

Sat, July   2 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Bridgewater Village Store 

  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 

Sun, July   3 -  Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Summer Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion 

Mon, July   4 -  Independence Day 

Tues, July   5 - 6:00 pm - Boot Camp, Crocker Hall / Parking Lot 

Wed, July   6 - 10:00 am - Holy Communion II & Healing 

Thu, July   7 - 6:00 pm - Boot Camp, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 pm - Mission Committee, Guild Room 

  7:30 pm - Property Committee, Classroom 

Sat, July   9  7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Bridgewater Village Store 

  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 

  10:00 am - Jericho Food Pantry, Danbury 

Sun, July 10 -  Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion 

   12:00 pm - Parish Picnic, Candlewood Lake 

Click Below to 

Click Below to 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
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†  David Shepley in Jordan 

 

D avid Shepley is now in Amman, Jordan studying Arabic.  Here’s a link to his blog.  
Below are some excerpts. 

 

“Jordanian dialect contains different grammar and vocab than the formal dialect.  It’s 
hard enough to speak sentences and respond to questions and with this extra challenge I 
often feel overwhelmed.  But I’m staying calm.  It’s my first day!” 

 

“I went to church this evening with my host mother.  To my utmost surprise, church was 
in the same building that we lived in.  In fact, it was just one flight down from my room!  I 
opened the door as if it were to another apartment and I walked right into a worship service.  
The space that would have been another apartment was converted to a small sanctuary with 
a wood alter and podium with rows of chairs.  About ten people filled the “pews” and I 
would find out later that lots of children were in another room in Sunday school.  There was 

a young Arab man in a suit leading worship with lyrics 
projected on two flat screens.  An Asian man (I presume 
Chinese) sat at a keyboard leading the “congregation” in 
worship.  Wow–I was not expecting this experience.  I truly 
felt like I was in an underground church and in fact, I was!  As 
the minaret and jackhammer from upstairs construction 
threatened the intimacy of worship I considered this glimpse of 
the Christian experience with tears in my eyes.  What moved 
me to tears so effortlessly was my ability to understand 
portions of the lyrics and to witness praise in the humblest of 
places.  To hear words praising the omnipotence and 
overcoming power of Jesus in Arabic sung passionately by 
Christians moved me.  My only reaction was to cry.” 

What did the King of Israel do when he read the letter that Naaman 

brought him? 

2 Kings 5:6-7 NIV 

†  Happy Birthday to You! 
 

B rigit O’Hara celebrates today!  Friday is the big day for M.J. 

Hartell.  Sandra Chengeri will be opening presents on Saturday.  

Joyce Emmett will be blowing out candles on Sunday.  Amy Beck will 

be another year older and wiser on Monday.  Polly Sorrentino takes the 

cake on Tuesday.  Have a blessed day everyone! 

†  Things You Need to 

Know for this Week 
 

1. Rev. Julie Mudge will be 

preaching at both of our Sunday 

services. 

2. Brochures with pricing and info 

for our Holy Land Trip are here.  See 

David Szen or Fr. Joe for a copy. 

3. The Parish Office is closed on 

Monday.  And no Men’s Bible Study on 

Monday because of the holiday.  Happy 

Independence Day! 

https://davidsjordantrip.wordpress.com/
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=2+Kings+5:6-7&version=NIV&showfn=yes
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W hich prophet sent word to the 

King of Israel to have Naaman 

brought to him? 

a) Micah   b) Elisha 

c) Zedekiah 

2 Kings 5:8 NIV 

†  Count the Ways 
by Steve Hemming 

 

“We love Him because He first loved us.” 
1 John 4:19 

 

I  didn’t have a care or concern in the world last Saturday, as I drove to meet my friend 
Lawrence for breakfast.  I felt a great sense of serenity.  I was at the beginning of 

what will be a lengthy vacation.  I am writing from my hometown of Rochester, NY, where 
I am relaxing and spending quality time with the Lord, family and friends. 

Anyway, recognizing Who was the source of this peace of mind I was experiencing, I 
spoke out loud in the car, “I love you Lord!  Thank you for loving me.”  My mind was 
immediately flooded with scriptures that spoke of God’s love.  As I thought of His many 
words of love, I remembered the popular Elizabeth Barrett Browning poem, “How Do I 
Love thee, Let Me Count the Ways.”  Have you ever thought about the many ways God 
loves you? 

Here are just a few of an abundance of scripture passages 
that identify how much God loves you and me: 
JOHN 3:16 – “For God so loved the world that He gave 
His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him 
should not perish but have everlasting life.” 
JOHN 15:13 – “Greater love has no one than this, than to 
lay down one’s life for his friends.” 
ROMANS 5:8 – “But God demonstrates His own love 
toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died 
for us.” 

There are so many more places in God's Word where it describes His love towards us.  
So numerous are His loving thoughts towards us, that King David wrote they are more than 
can be numbered (Psalm 40:5).  And in Psalm 139:17-18, David likened the sum of God’s 
precious thoughts of you and me as being greater than the grains of sand.  That is a lot of 
loving thoughts coming our way from our God!  Just imagine how many grains of sand 
there are at your favorite beach, let alone all the beaches in the world! 

What particular scriptures serve as reminders of God’s vast love for you?  Can you 
possibly count the ways God loves you?  And finally, in what ways do you love the Lord? 

“In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins.” 

†  Men’s Bible Study 

F ind out why two dozen men come each week to our latest 

Men’s Bible study!  It is based on Bishop N. T. Wright’s 

book, Mark for Everyone.  In this study, N.T. Wright helps us find 

our way around Mark and allows us to feel the urgency and 

excitement of Mark's Gospel in a way that is new and fresh.  Wright 

helps us to find it full of interest and delight, with a powerful 

message that comes home to the church to today and tomorrow just 

as much as it did to the church of yesterday.  All the studies are 

available on our LiveStream and YouTube channels. 

 

Our ever 

popular Men’s 

Bible Study is 

not meeting 

this week on 

July 4th, and 

will resume 

next week on 

July11th. 

http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=2+Kings+5:8&version=NIV&showfn=yes
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCeuVsZU4QDXmrSd-8GrP3Q
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Summer Sunday School meets each 
week at 10:30 am.  Join the fun! 

†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

Monday, July 4th 
Independence Day 

 

O n 2 July 1776, the Continental Congress, comprising delegates sent by the 
legislatures of the thirteen colonies, voted to declare complete independence from 

British rule, and on 4 July the formal wording of the Declaration (principally the work of 
Thomas Jefferson) was approved and the document signed.  The decision to seek 
independence rather than simply a restoration of the colonists' traditional rights as British 
subjects did not come readily or suddenly.  Armies had been in the field for more than a 
year before the Declaration, and for another two years afterward, the officers of the 
Continental Army drank his Majesty's health at every mess.  But the Declaration was rightly 
acknowledged as crucial.  It speaks in terms of the Natural Law and God-given principles of 
justice and right, in language that, as one (British) writer has said, combines great prose, 
great politics, and great theology. 

The Declaration of Independence 

W hen in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people 
to dissolve the political bands which have connected them with another, and to assume 
among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which the Laws of 
Nature and of Nature's God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind 
requires that they should declare the causes which impel them to the separation. 

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are 
endowed by their creator with certain unalienable rights, that among these are Life, 
Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. 

That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just 
powers from the consent of the governed. 

That whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the 
Right of the People to alter or abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its 
foundation upon such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall 
seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness. 

Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Governments long established should not be 
changed for light and transient causes; and accordingly all experience hath shown, that 
mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to right themselves 
by abolishing the forms to which they are long accustomed. But [our grievances are 
neither light nor transient, and a list of them follows....] 

We, therefore, the Representatives of the United States of America, in General 
Congress, Assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of 
our intentions, do, in the Name, and by Authority of the good people of these Colonies, 
solemnly publish and declare, That these United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be 
Free and Independent States; that they are Absolved from all Allegiance to the British 
Crown, and that all political connection between them and the State of Great Britain, is 
and ought to be totally dissolved; and that as Free and Independent States, they have full 
power to levy War, conclude Peace, contract Alliances, establish Commerce, and to do 
all other Acts and Things which Independent States may of right do. 

And for the support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of 
Divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes, and our 
sacred Honor. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Continental_Congress
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thirteen_Colonies
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British
http://www.missionstclare.com/english/people/jul4.html#declaration
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_Jefferson
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Continental_Army
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_III_of_the_United_Kingdom
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mess
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†  Observance of Independence Day 
 

P roper Psalms, Lessons, and Prayers were first appointed for this national observance 
in the Proposed Prayer Book of 1786.  They were deleted, however, by the General 

Convention of 1789, primarily as a result of the intervention of Bishop William White.  
Though himself a supporter of the American Revolution, he felt that the required 
observance was inappropriate, since the majority of the Church’s clergy had, in fact, been 
loyal to the British crown. 

Writing about the Convention which had called for the observance of the day throughout 
“this Church, on the fourth of July, for ever,” White said, “The members of the convention 
seem to have thought themselves so established in their station of ecclesiastical legislators, 
that they might expect of the many clergy who had been averse to the American revolution 
the adoption of this service; although, by the use of it, they must make an implied 
acknowledgment of their error, in an address to Almighty God ... The greater stress is laid 
on this matter because of the notorious fact, that the majority of the clergy could not have 
used the service, without subjecting themselves to ridicule and censure.  For the author’s 
part, having no hindrance of this sort, he contented himself with having opposed the 
measure, and kept the day from respect to 
the requisition of the convention; but could 
never hear of its being kept, in above two or 
three places beside Philadelphia.” 

It was not until the revision of 1928 that 
provision was again made for the liturgical 
observance of the day. 

 

L ord God Almighty, in whose Name 
the founders of this country won 

liberty for themselves and for us, and lit the 
torch of freedom for nations then unborn: 
Grant that we and all the people of this land 
may have grace to maintain our liberties in 
righteousness and peace; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever.  Amen. 

“Go on your way.  See, I am sending you 

out like lambs into the midst of wolves.  
Carry no purse, no bag, no sandals; and 
greet no one on the road.  Whatever house 
you enter, first say, `Peace to this house!'   
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†  Israel, Land of Promise  

 

†  Churches, Churches Everywhere, Even In...   
 

T hroughout Israel, churches, chapels and monasteries have been built over biblical 
sites that serve as memorials to events in the life and ministry of Jesus and other 
important biblical events. 
 St. Peter’s Church which is located in the ancient port of Jaffa on the traditional 
site of Simon the Tanner’s home, where Peter raised Tabitha, one of Jesus’ disciples, 
from the dead. 
 The eastern peak of Mt. Carmel is the home of the Carmelite monastery El-
Muhraka, which means “scorching” or “burning.  It was on this summit that the 
dramatic battle between Elijah and the prophets of Baal took place.  On the western 
edge of the mountain is another monastery, Stella Maris, built over the grotto where 
Elijah sometimes resided. 
 During a visit to Nazareth, you will see the 
Annunciation which tradition holds to be the 
home of Mary and where the archangel Gabriel 
told her she would become the mother of the Son 
of God.  The cupola stands over the cave where 

Mary lived.  Other dwellings underneath the church have 
been excavated and can be viewed. 

A major Christian holy site, the Church of the 
Nativity in Bethlehem marks the place of 
Jesus’ birth.  One of the oldest surviving Christian churches.  In 326 AD 
Constantine and Helena commissioned a church be built over the cave in 
which Jesus was born.  Sections of the original mosaic floor survive from 
that church and can be viewed by visitors. 
 Driving through Cana, you pass the Wedding Church, the site of Jesus’ 
first miracle. 
 In Capernaum, the Church of the House of Peter hovers over the ruins of 
Peter’s home which is mentioned numerous times in the gospels.  One of 
Jesus’ first healings, of Peter’s mother-in-law, took place here.  Jesus 
preached in the synagogue steps away from Peter’s home. 
 Located on a small hill overlooking the Sea of Galilee is the Church of 
the Beatitudes.  Pilgrims have commemorated the Sermon on the Mount 
near here since the 4th century.  From atop the hill one can see virtually all 

the places in which Jesus lived and worked. 
The Church of Peter’s Primacy along the shores of the Sea of Galilee was built over the 

rock where Jesus made breakfast for His disciples after their miraculous catch of fish.  It is a 
quaint church in a peaceful setting.  Nearby is the Church of the Multiplication of the 
Loaves and Fishes. 

Bethany beyond Jordan has undergone extensive archeological work since 1996, 
following the peace treaty between Israel and Jordan.  Findings include three Byzantine 

(Continued on page 9) 

Top - St. Peter’s; 

right - 

Annunciation; 

above - Nativity. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BPv6DwoPLt0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BPv6DwoPLt0
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chapels commemorating Jesus’ baptism by John.  Also found were caves and 
baptismal pools all on the Jordanian side of the river.  Saint John the Baptist 
Church overlooks the Jordan River and commemorates this Holy site.  Most of 
the historical findings in recent years are a short walk away from the church.  
Other biblical events here are Elijah’s ascension to heaven in a whirlwind in a 
chariot of fire and the crossing of the Jordan by Joshua, Elijah and Elisha. 

The floating Church of the Lost Souls is located on the shores of the Dead 
Sea!  (Just kidding!)  Although there used to be a Byzantine Monastery nearby 
where Lot and his daughters took refuge when God destroyed Sodom and 
Gomorrah. 

The Mount of Olives, which overlooks the City of Jerusalem, hosts several 
churches.  At the foot of the Mount and next to the Garden of 
Gethsemane is the Church of All Nations also known as the 
Basilica of the Agony.  The church enshrines a section of rock 
believed to be where Jesus prayed on the night of his arrest.  The 
Roman Catholic Dominus Flevit marks where “The Lord Wept” 
after being over come by the beauty of the Second Temple and 
predicted its future destruction.  The Russian Orthodox built the 
spectacular Church of Mary Magdalene.  Also on the Mount of 
Olives is the Chapel of the Ascension. 

Moving to Jerusalem St. Peter-in-Gallicantu Church is built in the slopes of Mt. 
Zion.  This was the palace of the high priest Caiaphas and where Jesus was brought 
to jail after his arrest.  The name Gallicantu means cock crow after Peter’s triple denial of 
Christ. 

The Church of St. Anne is located near the beginning of the Via Dolorosa and is the 
traditional birthplace of Mary’s mother.  The church was designed for Gregorian chants with 
perfect acoustics and pilgrims come throughout the day to sing here. 

The Flagellation Church and Condemnation Chapel mark the site where Roman soldiers 
flogged Jesus after his conviction and arrest.  At the end of the street is St. Stephen’s gate 
through which there is access to the Mount of Olives. 

 Outside the city walls during the time of Jesus, the Church of the 
Holy Sepulchre is identified as the place of both the crucifixion at 
Golgotha and the tomb of Jesus.  The area was once a stone quarry; 
later a temple of Venus which Constantine demolished to build a 
church.  During the demolition, a tomb was discovered and thought to 
be that of Jesus. Many of the stations of the Via Dolorosa are 
commemorated in this church. 
 On the highest point of Mt. Zion sits the Abbey of 
the Dormition which is located just outside the old city 
walls and near the site of the Last Supper.  This is 
where Mary “fell asleep.” 
 Jerusalem and the Temple Mount is dominated by 
the Dome of The Rock built on the site of the Second 
Temple and where Abraham prepared to sacrifice his 
son Isaac. 
 And in the American Colony section of Jerusalem 

we can’t forget the Episcopal St. George’s Cathedral which has 
a commemoration of St. Paul’s, Brookfield. 
 While the location of some of the sites might be questioned, 
one thing is for sure, in Israel you are a great deal closer to 
where these events happened than if you are 5,700 miles away 
in Brookfield. 

(Continued from page 8) Churches Everywhere 

Clockwise - top, 

Jordan River site; 

Holy Sepulchre; 

Dome of Rock; 

seat cushion; 

Dormition; 

Dominus Flevit. 

Israel here we come.  Plans have been finalized for a life-changing pilgrimage led by Fr. Joe to the 

Holy Land during the Christmas - New Year’s break.  Click here for the brochure, pricing info and 

details. 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/home/bible-journeys.html
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Our New Teachers 

M rs. Joan Boehm (right) is new to our Level Two classroom, teaching 

grade 2 and 3 and mentions how much she loves her class each time that 

we see her.  Mr. John Tuthill (guess) has begun teaching our Level Three class-

room, teaching grade 4 and 5 and brings vast experience working in a nearby 

school district.  Mrs. Anette Hamerski is working with our Middle School level 

class this year and has already begun to develop such a wonderful connection with 

her students.  We are so lucky to have these three dedicated teachers join our Sun-

day School staff and we praise God for the myriad of ways that He will use them to 

guide and bless the children of Saint Paul's this year. 
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Confirmation with Bishop Ahrens 
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[Jesus speaks] "However, do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your 

names are ________ ___ _______." 

Luke 10:20 NIV 

 

 

 TRANSFORM YOUR WORKOTRANSFORM YOUR WORKOTRANSFORM YOUR WORKOUTS INTOUTS INTOUTS INTO   

WORSHIP WITH PRAISEMWORSHIP WITH PRAISEMWORSHIP WITH PRAISEMOVES OVES OVES ------      

THE CHRISTIAN ALTERNTHE CHRISTIAN ALTERNTHE CHRISTIAN ALTERNATIVE TO YOGA ATIVE TO YOGA ATIVE TO YOGA    

Deep Stretching, Gentle Movement, and Strong Scripture 
combine for flexibility and strength. 

Classes held in Crocker Hall each Saturday at 10 am with Mary 

Perry, Certified PraiseMoves Instructor  Drop by or Email Mary 

with questions at maryperry2@me.com 

A Christian 

Alternative 

to Yoga 

†  Art in the Christian Tradition 
Detail of Feet from The Age of Bronze 

Life size plaster cast 
Approx. 1876 

Rodin, Auguste, 1840-1917 
 

I n a career that spanned the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, Auguste 
Rodin (French, 1840–1917) was deeply inspired by tradition yet rebelled against its 

idealized forms, introducing innovative practices that paved the way for modern sculpture.  
He believed that art should be true to nature, a philosophy that shaped his attitudes to 
models and materials.  Many know Rodin for the controversies surrounding certain of his 
works, such as the scandals around The Age of Bronze or the Monument to Honoré de 
Balzac, and for his unfinished projects, most famously The Gates of Hell.  But few who 
recognize Rodin's sculptures have failed to be moved by them.  His genius was to express 
inner truths of the human psyche, and his gaze penetrated beneath the external appearance 
of the world.  Exploring this realm beneath the surface, Rodin developed an agile technique 
for rendering the extreme physical states that correspond to expressions of inner turmoil or 
overwhelming joy.  He sculpted a universe of great passion and tragedy, a world of 

imagination that exceeded the mundane reality of everyday existence. 
 Although Rodin was not educated at the École des Beaux-Arts in 
Paris, the prestigious school for the training of French artists, his focus 
on the human form and use of various materials such as bronze, 
marble, plaster, and clay, illustrate his respect for sculptural tradition 
and his desire to work within the system for commissions and 
exhibition opportunities.  The hallmarks of Rodin's style—his affinity 
for the partial figure, his focus on formal qualities and relationships 
rather than on narrative structure, and his desire to retain the marks of 
the sculptural process on his finished works—were revolutionary in 
his time.  The evocative intensity of his works were elaborated on by 
countless artists who followed him, including many who worked in his 
studio, such as Constantin Brancusi (French, born Romania, 1876–
1957) and Aristide Maillol (French, 1861–1944).  

http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Luke+10:20&version=NIV&showfn=yes
mailto:maryperry2@me.com
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†  Pray It Up 
 
Notice the Red and White prayer request cards in the pew?  

Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the red bowl on 
the table on the way to communion.  Then take a card from 
the bowl either right then or after service.  Pray for that 
request for one week.  How comforting to know that your 
request is being prayed for and that you are praying for 
someone else’s!  You might just be praying for the person 
sitting next to you!  Or, if you’d prefer - please send your 
request to St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!   

†  Dorothy Day Ministry 
 

E very second Thursday of the month, 
it’s St. Paul’s turn to cook and serve 

meals at the Dorothy Day Hospitality 
House in Danbury.  
Please consider 
helping out in this 
vital ministry.  
Contact Barbara 
DeAnzeris or Don 
Winkley for more 
info.  

A n exciting new 

Rector’s Forum 

is underway.  Jay Trott is 

leading us in a study of 

Solomon's Song of Songs, a 

beautiful love poem found 

right in the middle of the Bible.  It 

is a poem about romantic love, which 

was created by God for our pleasure 

and development, and best of all it is a 

poem about the love of Christ for his 

bride, the church, beautified by his 

sacrifice on the cross.  The 

Song of Songs is considered 

one of the most difficult 

books in the Bible to 

interpret, but it can also be 

one of the most rewarding 

for those who love Christ, 

because it is a tender and 

profound expression of this love.  Our 

goal will be to talk about the two 

aspects of love that it shows and what 

they mean for us today.  Please join us 

in the Guild Room at 9:30. 

Mark’s Gospel Is Coming 

to St. Paul’s. 

September 23 & 24 

mailto:prayingnow2@gmail.com
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†  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 

 

Opening Hymn Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 
Gradual Breathe on me, Breath of God 
Offertory O beautiful for spacious skies 
Closing Hymn My country, ‘tis of thee 
 

My Country, ‘tis of Thee 
 

"Men must be governed by God or they will be ruled by tyrants."-- William Penn 
 

M oved deeply by the desire to create a national hymn that would allow the 
American people to offer praise to God for our wonderful land, a twenty-four-year

-old theological student, Samuel Francis Smith, penned these lines on a 
scrap of paper in less than thirty minutes in 1832.  Yet even today 
many consider My Country, 'Tis of Thee their favorite patriotic hymn 
and call it our "unofficial national anthem." 

The easily singable words of the song are matched with a popular 
international melody used by 
many nations, including England, 
where it accompanies "God Save 
the King/Queen."  The 
emotionally powerful ideas that 
Smith expressed had an 
immediate response.  The hymn soon became a 
national favorite.  The stirring tributes to our fatherland 
in the first three stanzas lead to a worshipful climax of 
gratefulness to God and a prayer for His continued 
guidance. 
 Following his graduation from Harvard and the 
Andover Theological Seminary, Samuel Smith became 
an outstanding minister in several Baptist churches in 
the East.  He composed 150 hymns during his 87 years 
and helped compile the leading Baptist hymnal of his 
day.  He was also editor of a missionary magazine 
through which he exerted a strong influence in 
promoting the cause of missions.  Later he became the 
secretary of the Baptist Missionary Union and spent 
considerable time visiting various foreign fields.  
Samuel Smith was truly a distinctive representative of 
both his country and his God. 

 

 

 

The Sacristans for July are 

Susan Balla and Linda Pendergast.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_MZ6_HaVdWo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=edcxtAY0dNg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L9JIHgIz4d4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j7lthFTAYOQ
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

Preparing the Way 
 

2 Kings 5:1-14 

O ur Hebrew scripture reading is the story of the cure of Naaman from his leprosy.  
Naaman, commander of the army of Syria, learns there is a prophet in Israel who might 

bring about his healing.  The King of Israel regards the request for help as a trick in a plot to 
cause a quarrel.  Naaman himself at first refuses to trust in what the prophet Elisha tells him to 
do, but then he is made clean and knows there is no god on earth except in Israel. 

 
Psalm 30 

A hymn of praise and thanksgiving by one whom the Lord has saved from death. 
 

Galatians 6:1-16 
In our New Testament lesson Paul concludes his letter to the Galatians with practical advice 

for life in the community of the church.  The principle of “bearing one another's burdens” 
applies to those found in transgression, to shared work, to the support of teachers, and to all 
other aspects of life in the body of Christ.  The apostle warns again of the dangers of those who 
would pervert gospel liberty by the imposition of the law, speaking specifically of those who 
would require circumcision for Gentile believers.  It is the cross of the Lord Jesus Christ alone 
which is sufficient and the only source of confidence. 

 
Luke 10:1-11, 16-20 

In the gospel story Jesus appoints seventy missionaries to go 
before him and gives them their instructions.  The number recalls 
the leaders who were once chosen to assist Moses in his work and 
signifies all the nations of the world.  The narrative is meant to 
prefigure the evangelism of every land.  The ministry of 
proclamation and of healing is a matter of urgency and brings 
judgment on all who fail to receive its messengers.  The disciples 
are representatives of Jesus in a battle with the powers of evil. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   
   

H ow do we say "Yes" to the Baptismal Covenant?  

"We will, with God's help!"  To replay all our 

sermons, audio and videos follow this link for The 

Sunday Sermons.  Check out our sermon archives as 

well. 

 

Luke 10:1-11, 16-20 
The joy in following Jesus is 

NOT in the results; the joy is 

in our relationship with him.  

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp9_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp9_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp9_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp9_RCL.html#gsp1
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2015.html
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Dot Blake, Joan Kirner and other parishioners 
convalescing in extended care facilities. 
.....St. Paul’s, Plainfield; Church of Our Saviour, 
Plainville; Christ Church, Pomfret; Trinity, Portland. 
.....Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
.....Military chaplains, for the men and women who 
serve our country. 
.....Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer, Gary Stein, Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, 
Lorraine Estok, Fr. George Hall, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Roger Kovacs & Lee Rybos, 
continued healing. 
.....the people of Antigua and Barbuda; the people of the Dominican Republic; our sister and 
brother members of the Seventh Day Baptists. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.  Pray also 
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping 
service; and Jim serving at Bagram Air Force Base in Afghanistan. 
.....St. John’s Church (Sandy Hook) F.A.I.T.H. Food Pantry, the recipient of our food basket 
collections for the month of July. 
.....French Speaking Baptist Church, Danbury, a congregational partner of the Jericho 
Partnership. 
.....the safe return of Denise’s dog. 
.....Michelle, Joyce & John Sarver’s daughter, healing of cancer. 
.....Mary, Mike DeAnzeris’ mother, healing of her broken hip. 
.....Beth Miller’s mother, recovering from open heart surgery. 
.....Carol Woien’s son Kyle, who is going through a hard time...that he will feel God's 
loving embrace. 
…..Jim Megura, continued healing from recent heart surgery as he progresses in the 
rehabilitation stage of his recovery. 
.....Our Country. 
     Sandy Chaleski, presently in a rehab hospital in Florida after falling and getting a 
compression fracture of a vertebrae, pray for healing of back, and better pain control. 
…..Travel safety for Richard; Wisdom and healing for health issues for Judy, Griffin, 
Barbara, Eddie and Anthony.  

Almighty everliving God, you are always more ready to hear than we to 

pray, and to give more than we desire or deserve; pour upon us the abun-

dance of your mercy, forgiving us those things of which our conscience is 

afraid, and giving us those things for which our prayer dares not ask.  Amen. 

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You Think 
 

Back Issues of Sword Points 
 

 

We will always be battered in 
this life.  Physical limitations.  

Cruel people.  Spiritual battles.  
But God is with us.  He promises 

never to abandon us.  And He 
renews our spirits even during 

the struggles.  We can keep 
going in this life and look with 

anticipation to the next.  

http://stpaulplainfield.org/default.asp
http://oursaviourplainville.ctdiocese.org/default.asp
http://christchurchpomfret.org/
http://www.trinitychurchportlandct.org/default.asp
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antigua_and_Barbuda
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dominican_Republic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seventh_Day_Baptists
http://www.episcopalchurch.org/parish/st-johns-episcopal-church-sandy-hook-ct
http://www.homelessshelterdirectory.org/cgi-bin/id/foodbank.cgi?foodbank=7055
http://jerichopartnership.org/partners/#
http://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/18.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OA-PVO_gzno&list=PLPOUA7GLxXIG30ir4xw2yWc5RNK7yhoyG&index=4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OA-PVO_gzno&list=PLPOUA7GLxXIG30ir4xw2yWc5RNK7yhoyG&index=4
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July Lay ScheduleJuly Lay ScheduleJuly Lay Schedule   
Lectors and Intercessors, please remember to check in before the 

service in the Vesting Room.  Thank You! 

July 3rd 
 

8:00 AM 
Welcoming:  Kathy DeSanti 
Acolyte:  Jack Powell 
Lector:  2 Kings 5:1-14  John Tuthill 
Intercessor:  Mike Kirner 
Lay Reader:  Harlan Jessup 
Lay Reader:  Don Winkley 
Psalm 30     Galatians 6:1-6 
 
10:30 AM 
Welcoming:  Vito Barbieri 
Acolyte:  Nick Janofsky 
Lector:  2 Kings 5:1-14  Vito Barbieri 
Intercessor:  Mary Perry 
Lay Reader:  Joe Bernardo 
Lay Reader:  Jim Castronova 
Psalm 30     Galatians 6:1-6 

 

 

 

 

 

July 10th 
 
8:00 AM 
Welcoming:  Joyce & John Sarver 
Acolyte:  Jack Powell 
Lector:  Amos 7:7-17  Pam Szen 
Intercessor:  Dorothy Crocker 
Lay Reader:  Dave Baskett 
Lay Reader:  Patricia Jennings 
Psalm 82     Colossians 1:1-14 
 
10:30 AM 
Welcoming:  Laurie DoBosh 
Acolyte:  Alex Venditti 
Lector:  Amos 7:7-17  Tara Shepley 
Intercessor:  Lisa Richardson 
Lay Reader:  Harlan Jessup 
Lay Reader:  Mike Chengeri 
Psalm 82     Colossians 1:1-14 

July 17th 
 

10:30 AM 
Welcoming:  Laurie DoBosh 
Acolyte:  Jack Meyer 
Lector:  Amos 8:1-12  Diane Froelick 
Intercessor:  Lisa Richardson 
Lay Reader:  Jim Castronova 
Lay Reader:  Joe Bernardo 
Psalm 52     Colossians 1:15-28 

July 24th 
Healing Sunday 

8:00 AM 
Welcoming:  Cindy & Peter Maier 
Acolyte:  Mike Kirner 
Lector:  Hosea 1:2-10  Pam Szen 
Intercessor:  John Tuthill 
Lay Reader:  Phyllis Baskett 
Lay Reader:  Dave Baskett 
Psalm 85     Colossians 2:6-19 
 
10:30 AM 
Welcoming:  Vito Barbieri 
Acolyte:  Joe Bernardo 
Lector:  Hosea 1:2-10  Diane Forelick 
Intercessor:  Dorothy Crocker 
Lay Reader:  Mike Chengeri 
Lay Reader:  Harlan Jessup 
Psalm 85     Colossians 2:6-19 

July 31st 
 

8:00 AM 
Welcoming:  Kathy DeSanti 
Acolyte:  Mike Kirner 
Lector:  Hosea 11:1-11  Ingrid Pruss 
Intercessor:  John Tuthill 
Lay Reader:  Dave Baskett 
Lay Reader:  Phyllis Baskett 
Psalm 107:1-9, 43     Colossians 3:1-11 
 
10:30 AM 
Welcoming:  Connie & David Williams 
Acolyte:  Joe Bernardo 
Lector:  Hosea 11:1-11  Sandy Chaleski 
Intercessor:  Connie Williams 
Lay Reader:  Harlan Jessup 
Lay Reader:  Jim Castronova 
Psalm 107:1-9, 43     Colossians 3:1-11 

July 17th 
 
8:00 AM 
Welcoming:  Kathy DeSanti 
Acolyte:  Mike Kirner 
Lector:  Amos 8:1-12  John Tuthill 
Intercessor:  Linda Pendergast 
Lay Reader:  Harlan Jessup 
Lay Reader:  Don Winkley 
Psalm 52     Colossians 1:15-28 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp9_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp9_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp9_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp9_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp9_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp9_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp10_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp10_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp10_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp10_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp10_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp10_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp11_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp11_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp11_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp12_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp12_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp12_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp12_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp12_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp12_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp13_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp13_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp13_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp13_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp13_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp13_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp11_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp11_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp11_RCL.html#nt1
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July 2016 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1 2 
 
7:30 am  Men’s  

        Prayer Breakfast 
 

7:30 am  John 21:12 
 Group 

 

10:00 am  PraiseMoves 

3   7 Pentecost 
 
8:00 am  Traditional  

Communion 
9:30 am  Rector’s Forum 
10:30 am  Sunday School 
10:30 am  Contemporary 

Communion 
 
 

4 Independence 
 Day 

5 
 
6:00 pm  Boot Camp 
 

6 
 
10:00 am  Holy  

Communion I & 
 Healing 

7 
 
6:00 pm  Boot Camp 
 

7:30 pm - Mission 
Committee 

 

7:30 pm - Property 
Committee 

8 9 
 
7:30 am  Men’s  

        Prayer Breakfast 
 

7:30 am  John 21:12 
 Group 

 

10:00 am  PraiseMoves 
 

10:00 am  Jericho Food 
 Pantry 

10   8 Pentecost 
 
8:00 am  Traditional  

Communion 
9:30 am  Rector’s Forum 
10:30 am  Sunday School 
10:30 am  Contemporary 

Communion 
12:00 pm  Parish Picnic, 

Candlewood Lake 
 

11 
 
10:00 am  Christian 

 Caring 
 
7:00 pm  Men’s Bible 

Study 

 

12 
 
6:00 pm  Boot Camp 
 

13 
 
10:00 am  Holy  

Communion I & 
 Healing 

14 
 
1:00 pm  Dorothy Day 

 Ministry 
 
6;00 pm  Boot Camp 

15 16 
 
7:30 am  Men’s  

        Prayer Breakfast 
 

7:30 am  John 21:12 
 Group 

 

10:00 am  PraiseMoves 

17   9 Pentecost 
 
8:00 am  Traditional  

Communion 
9:30 am  Rector’s Forum 
10:30 am  Sunday School 
10:30 am  Contemporary 

Communion 

18 
 
7:00 pm  Stephen  

               Ministry 
 

7:00 pm  Men’s Bible 
Study 

19 
 
6:00 pm  Boot Camp 
 

20 
 
10:00 am  Holy  

Communion II & 
 Healing 

21 
 
6:00 pm  Boot Camp 
 
7:00 pm  Healing Team 

22 23 
 
7:30 am  Men’s  

        Prayer Breakfast 
 

7:30 am  John 21:12 
 Group 

 

10:00 am  PraiseMoves 

24   10 Pentecost 
 
8:00 am  Traditional  

Communion 
9:30 am  Rector’s Forum 
10:30 am  Sunday School 
10:30 am  Contemporary 

Communion 

25 
 
7:00 pm  Men’s Bible 

Study 

26 
 
6:00 pm  Boot Camp 
 

27 
 
10:00 am  Holy  

Communion II & 
 Healing 

28 
 
6:00 pm  Boot Camp 

29 30 
 
7:30 am  Men’s  

        Prayer Breakfast 
 

7:30 am  John 21:12 
 Group 

 

10:00 am  PraiseMoves 
 

11:00 am  St. Paul’s 
 Quilters 

31   11 Pentecost 
 
8:00 am  Traditional  

Communion 
9:30 am  Rector’s Forum 
10:30 am  Sunday School 
10:30 am  Contemporary 

Communion 
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(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

† It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks 
Sword Points: 

 

M ary Allen, Chris Barrett, Sandy 
Chadwick, Dorothy Crocker, Steve 

Hemming, Carolyn Legg, Diane Loring, Bill 
Loring, Beth Miller, 
Nicole O’Connors, 
Patrick O’Connors, 
Mary Perry, Ken 
Perry, Kirsten 
Peterson, Reyna 
Sampson, John 
Sarver, Joe Shepley, 
Sarah Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, David 
Szen, Pam Szen, 
John Tuthill and 
Gail Winkley. 

 
 

 

Sir Arthur or 

Pied Piper? 
 

S ir Arthur knows how to 

work a room.  He is 

quickly becoming the Pied 

Piper of St. Paul’s attracting a 

following wherever he goes. 

Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   

Totally Random Fact 

of the Week! 
 

D id you know ….. 

that the tallest 

structure in California 

is a television antenna 

tower, while in Utah it 

is a smoke stack? 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_tallest_structures
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_tallest_structures
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Television
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antenna
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chimney
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chimney

