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Vol. LXIV-No. 2 
  

The Sword of the 
Spirit was started 

in 1954 by the Rev. 
A. Pierce Middleton 

 

Dear Friends, 

This past Sunday during our annual meeting and worship 

services, we presented the theme of evangelism, where 

we declared our 

common call to 

share our faith with 

the outside world as 

Christians.  

Our new Presiding 

Bishop has launched 

a series of 

evangelistic 

revivals 

around the 

country (see link), and we as a parish will 

consider how we will evangelize our 

community in this coming year. 

Please pray, search the Scriptures and be open 

to God's leading.  Together, may we carry out 

our ministry fully in reaching out to others in 

Christ's love. 

Faithfully, 

Reaching Out toOthersReaching Out toOthers  
"As for you, always be sober, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, 

carry out your ministry fully" 

(2 Timothy 4:5) 

St. Paul’s Church 
174 Whisconier Road 

Brookfield, Connecticut   06804 

(203) 775-9587 

www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com 
  

The Rev. Joseph Shepley, Rector 

Beth Miller, Parish Office Coordinator 

I’m very excited about the Jesus Movement.  I 
would invite the Church to encourage all churches 
to hold Bible study classes.  Episcopalians cannot 
evangelize and share their Christian faith without a 
foundation in scripture. 

http://episcopaldigitalnetwork.com/ens/2016/12/19/welcome-to-the-jesus-movement-episcopal-church-announces-2017-2018-revivals/
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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 †  2017 - St. Paul’s Vestry 

Fr. Joe Shepley, Rector 

John Tuthill 

Vito Barbieri 
Dave Allen Joan Boehm 

Dave Williams - Warden 

Susan Champagne 

 

Ron Switzer 

 

 

Lois Hunt - Clerk 

Bill Schrull 

* Cathy Schrull * David Szen 

* Delegates to Diocesan Convention & 

Danbury Deanery 

Mary Perry - Warden 

Chuck Allen - Treasurer 

Laurie DoBosh 

Pam Szen 

Larry Creagh George Stowell 
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†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Jan 26 - 5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, Jan 28 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Panera Bread, New Milford 

  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 

  11:00 am - St. Paul’s Quilters, Crocker Hall 

Sun, Jan 29 -  Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 

  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion 

Mon, Jan 30 - 7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall  (LiveStream) 

Tue, Jan 31 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

  5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Crocker Hall 

  7:15 pm - Boy Scouts Troop #5, Crocker Hall 

Wed, Feb   1 - 10:00 am - Holy Communion & Healing 

Thu, Feb   2 -  The PresentationThe PresentationThe Presentation 

 - 5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 pm - Mission Committee, Guild Room 

  7:30 pm - Property Committee, Classroom 

  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, Feb   4 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Panera Bread, New Milford 

  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 

Sun, Feb   5 -   Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany 

  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion 

  5:00 pm - Super Bowl Party, Guild Room 

Click Below to 

 

Click Below to 

†  In the Beginning Was the Word 
 

E ach Sunday at 9:30, the Rector's Forum continues 
with the Gospel of John.  The last of the four Gospels 

to be written, it emphasizes Jesus' full divinity within a 
deeply theological framework while being accessible to 
all. 
Please join us in the Guild Room for this exciting Bible 

study, and expect to be transformed by the Living Word. 

The 

Rector’s 

Forum 

†  Happy Birthday to You! 
 

A lison Kraft celebrates tomorrow!  Sunday is the big day 

for Tony Arcamone.  Stuart Terrill will be blowing out 

candles on Wednesday.  Have a blessed day everyone! 

The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are 

perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
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†  Pray It Up 
 

N otice the Red and White prayer request cards in 
the pew?  Each Sunday, fill out your request, put 

it in the red bowl on the table on the way to communion.  
Then take a card from the bowl either right then or after 
service.  Pray for that request for one week.  How 
comforting to know that your request is being prayed 
for and that you are praying for someone else’s!  You 
might just be praying for the person sitting next to 
you!  Or, if you’d prefer - please send your request to 
St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!   

†  Men’s Bible Study 

J oin us on Monday nights for this amazing Men’s Bible study!  It is based on Bishop N. 
T. Wright’s book, Mark for Everyone.  In this study, N.T. Wright helps us find our way 

around Mark and allows us to feel the urgency and excitement of Mark's Gospel in a way that 
is new and fresh.  Wright helps us to find it full of interest and delight, with a powerful 
message that comes home to the church to today and tomorrow just as much as it did to the 
church of yesterday.  All the studies are available on our LiveStream and YouTube channels. 

†  Hold the Mustard! 
 by John Tuthhill 

 

J esus' "Sermon on the Mount" is the Gospel reading this Sunday.  It seems to me that 
one who is doubly "blessed" will be anyone who hears it and knows that it is actually 

the Christ within themselves being described (see 1 Corinthians 13:5, Romans 8:10, and, 2 
Corinthians 4:6-7 for more on the radical truth of Christ actually living in us).  The purity 

and the righteousness that Jesus speaks of in this lesson is at a standard so 
impossibly high, it would over-shadow what anyone would ever be able to 
hope to live up to...all on their own...in each and every living moment...even 
on those seemingly "good" days. 
But as Galatians 2:20 explains, “I am crucified with Christ; and it is no 
longer I who live, but it is Christ who lives in me."  Jesus said that faith in 
Him which is even the size of the tiniest mustard seed would enable such a 
person to tell mountains to move and they would obey (Matthew 17:20).  
Thankfully, that faith is a gift, and it is, "to be found in Him, while I do not 
have my own righteousness, which is from The Written Law, but that which 
is from the faith of The Messiah, which is the righteousness that is from God" 
- Philippians 3:9 (Aramaic Bible in Plain English translation). 
While the exact location Christ 
spoke his most famous sermon 
may not known for certain, for 
1600 years or more the place 
has traditionally been identified 
as a large grassy hill that rises 

gently about 500 feet above the shore of the 
Sea of Galilee.  It is near the towns of 
Capernaum and Gennesaret where the Lord 
lived and ministered.  Our recent St. Paul's 
own tour of the Holy Land included a visit to 
this beautiful and palpably peaceful place - by 
God's grace future trips from St. Paul's will 
return again for the experience of Jesus' words 
where they may have first been spoken. 

Thanks be to God! 

mailto:prayingnow2@gmail.com
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCeuVsZU4QDXmrSd-8GrP3Q
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†  February 
 

T he second month of the year takes its name from the Latin word 
for “purification.” 

The ancient Roman calendar had ten months, March through December. 
(December means “tenth month.”)  There was no January and no 

February.  These days were left off the calendar.  Strange as it seems, 
people didn’t feel the need to keep track of the days during the winter. 
The late winter period before March became a season, like Lent, of 

purification and renewal.  When the Romans began using a 12-month 
calendar, the old names for the months continued to be used.  The month 

before March got names for the season of purification. 

†  Warden Notes 

 

We Own the Vision 
 

On Sunday, Fr. Joe’s sermon was a 
wonderful narrative of the living ministry of 
the people of St. Paul’s and a time to pause 
and take inventory of where we are today.  

I was in awe of how, in so many ways, we 
have all owned the vision of St. Paul’s: 

To be a Healing Oasis 
To be a Mission Post for Youth 
To be a Remnant Witness 
 

How have we demonstrated this 
ownership?  By activating Inreach leading to 
Outreach.   

We have been responsive to needs, flexible 
in our approach, resilient in our work, 
steadfast in our prayers, attentive and 
committed to our youth and their families, 
and kind and loving to all who need 
connection.   

And, perhaps most of all, we have kept the 
main thing the main thing.  

Fr. Joe reminded us to proclaim the 
Gospel with not only simple, 

heartfelt words, but also with our 
actions. With our love, our 
connections and our every day 
walk.   Keep the main thing, the 
main thing. 

Sunday was also the beginning – the 
beginning of a new season.    

A season of greater inreach 
leading to greater outreach.  
A season of each of us 
moving powerfully back and 
forth from within the Red 
Door to Beyond the Red 
Door.   

A new season of each of us 
continuing to grow into who 
God designed us to be and for us to be Christ 
to those He has waiting.  A new season 
moving with greater ease, and greater 
confidence in who we are and what we 
believe, greater confidence that we are in this 
together, greater confidence that we do 
indeed make a difference in our world.   

So, as Fr. Joe leads you, leads me, leads us 
all with the guidance of the Holy Spirit, may 
the call from Jesus of “Follow Me” , be alive 
in your heart.  
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†  Saints of God 

 

Thursday, January 26th 
 

Timothy, Titus and Silas 
Companions of Paul 

 

Timothy, Titus, and Silas all appear in the New Testament writings as missionary 
companions of, and co-workers with, the Apostle Paul. 

T imothy’s father was Greek and his mother a Jewish believer.  
Paul chose him as a companion for his mission to Asia Minor 

but had him circumcised because the “Jews who were in those 
places” knew that his father was a Greek (Acts 16:1–3).  Timothy 
undertook missions to the Thessalonians, Corinthians and the 
Ephesians.  Eusebius counts him as the first bishop of that city. 

S ilas is known by his Latinized name Silvanus when Paul cites 
him as his companion along with Timothy (1 & 2 

Thessalonians 1:1).  He was a prophet in the Jerusalem church (Acts 
15:22–35), but also a Roman citizen (Acts 16:37
–8).  He went with Paul and Barnabas to deliver 
the decision of the apostolic council in 
Jerusalem (Acts 15:1–21) that Gentile believers 
did not have to observe the law of Moses.  Paul chose Silas to 
accompany him on missions to Asia Minor and Macedonia and was 
imprisoned with him at Philippi (Acts 15:22-18:5), where they were 
delivered by an earthquake.  He may have remained after Paul left 
(Acts 15:41–18:5).  Tradition has it that he died 
there after some years of missionary work. 

T itus, a Greek, accompanied Paul to 
Jerusalem for the apostolic council.  

During Paul’s third missionary journey Titus 
was sent on missions to Corinth from which he gave Paul 
encouraging reports (2 Corinthians 7:13–15).  Paul, who calls him: 
“my true child in the common faith”(Titus 1:14) left him to organize 
the church in Crete (Titus 1:5) and Eusebius reports that he was the 
first bishop there. 

These three are celebrated on the day after the Feast of the 
Conversion of St. Paul because of their close connections with him.  
Though they were all young and inexperienced, they were entrusted 
with missions and matters that helped form the very life and history of the Church.  
Faithfulness, love and devotion to Christ saw them through situations they could not have 
imagined. 

†  “It’s Good! 
 

o n Sunday February 5th we will be hosting 

our 2nd annual Super Bowl party!  

We’re setting up our big screen.  

And you’re invited.  Men, 

women, children.  It doesn’t 

matter who you’re routing for.  Or 

even if you like football.  Just bring yourself, your favorite 

appetizer, beverage or snacks.  And maybe wear your favorite team 

shirt.  No cost.  No fuss.  Contact Ken Perry, Ron Switzer or Dave 

Szen if you’re interested so we have an idea who’s bringing what.  

Weather permitting, a pregame tailgate party is a possibility! 



 9 

 

†  A New Thing! 
by Steve Hemming 

 

“Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past.  See, I am doing a new thing!  Now 
it springs up; do you not perceive it?  I am making a way in the wilderness and streams in 
the wasteland.” Isaiah 43:18-19 

 

W hen we came to accept Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior, God forgave our sins, 
and cleansed us from all unrighteousness.  Because of His grace and gift of 

salvation, God essentially gave us a “clean slate” 
and a new beginning. 

God redeemed us from our past life of sin and 
separation from Him.  Redeemed means to recover, 
repurchase; to set free by repaying.  It says in the 
Bible that we were bought at a price, as a result of 
the ultimate sacrifice that Jesus made on the cross 
for you and I (1 Corinthians 6:19).  As such, our 
lives now belong to God. 

In the book of Isaiah, in the 43rd chapter, God 
tells us; “Do not be afraid, for I have redeemed 

you.  I have called you 
by name.  You are mine.  
You are precious in my 
sight.  And I love 
you” (verses 1 & 4).  He 
also says later in this 
same chapter; “Forget 
the former things; do not 
dwell on the past.  See, I 
am doing a new thing!  
Now it springs up; do 
you not perceive it?  I 
am making a way in the 
wilderness and streams 
in the wasteland” (Isaiah 

43:18-19).  In this passage, God is essentially telling us to forget about our past.  For He is 
doing a new thing in our lives.  And He will make a way for us through any trial we may 
face.  Nothing is impossible for our God! 

As God gave us a new beginning when we asked Jesus to come into our hearts, this 
brand new year offers us a similar opportunity for a fresh start.  Here are some 
complementary scriptures to the Isaiah passage that we can consider as we follow God’s 
lead throughout 2017: 

 Forget the Past. Move Forward - “Brethren, I do not count myself to have 
apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching 
forward to those things which are ahead, I press toward the goal for the prize of the 
upward call of God in Christ Jesus.”  Philippians 3:13-14 

 All Things Have Become New - “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 
creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.”  2 
Corinthians 5:7 

 Jesus Gave Us a New Life to Walk In – “Therefore we were buried with Him 
through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of 
the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.”  Romans 6:4 

So, let us say goodbye to 2016, and hello to 2017, as we move from the old into the new.  
May we trust God each step of the way this year as we walk forward with Him in newness 
of life. In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
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The Beatitudes: who will "see God?" 

a) The meek   b) The merciful   c) The pure in heart 

Matthew 5:8 NIV  

H ere is an admonition that can undergird a steward’s 
daily life and govern our relationship with God and 

our neighbors: “...and what does the Lord require of you but 
to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with 
your God?”  How would our world look is more people 

engraved that saying on their hearts … and acted accordingly? 

 

http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Matthew+5:8&version=NIV&showfn=yes


 11 

 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven.”  Matthew 5:3 

 

T his one confuses people.  Replace the word 

“humble” for “poor” and it makes more sense.  

People that are humble recognize their dependence on God 

and trust that He will provide all that they need.  

Unfortunately, for many of us, pride and ego enters our lives 

and we think we can live without God.  Remember - God 

first in all circumstances. 

 

†  Flourishing Green 
 

T his month we are going to learn how God displays green in the rainbow.  Also, how 

it is displayed in scripture.  As we 

know when David was looking to build the 

temple, he wanted Cyprus trees.  Trees 

have green leaves which comes from 

chlorophyll.  How marvelous God made 

the trees and leaves.  I was wondering why 

God chose the grass being green.  Can you 

imagine if the grass turned out to be brown 

or black?  We would not want to go 

barefoot in our yards.  David sang about 

the color green in the 23rd Psalm, “He 

makes me lie down in green pastures; He 

leads me besides the still waters.”  He 

gives me rest.  God will not give you more 

than you can handle.  He created you and 

He knew you before you were in your 

mother’s womb, for He knitted you there.  

Here it is again in Psalm 52:8 “But as for 

me, I am like a green olive tree in the house of God; I trust in the lovingkindness of God 

forever and ever.” 

Psalm 92 12-15 ‘The righteous man will flourish like the palm tree; He will grow like a 

cedar in Lebanon.  Planted in the house of the Lord, they will flourish in the courts of our 

God.  They will still yield fruit in old age; they shall be full of sap and very green.  I would 

like to think that this could be our 

main verse for the ministry on aging. 

 Beloved, no matter if you are spry 

or in a wheelchair, God can still use 

you for His glory.  Paul said, “In his 

youth he thought like a youth, but in 

his elder years he thought like an 

elder with wisdom.” 

 

 Susan Balla 

 Ministry on Aging 

 Episcopal Church in Connecticut 

Cedar of 

Lebanon 

Green Pastures, Upper Galilee 



12  

Gooch with Ruah 
(after conversion) 

 
†  Scholarly Speaking 

 

Conversion 
 

A s I write this we are celebrating the Feast of the Conversion of Saint Paul, and I 
would share with you a little story that I also used in my sermon this morning.  (If 

you were at the service you can skip this, but there are some extra details here.) 
When my Research Assistant and I were married (12½ years ago) our newly merged 

household had three cats.  One of these, Allouette (Ally for short) was mostly black and had 
been with me for about a year; another, Ruah, was white with black spots, and the oldest of 
the three.  Gooch, our protagonist, had come to Diane about a year earlier when one of her 
friends could no longer keep him, and seemed to be a perfect example of ‘fight or flight.’  

He spent his first six weeks with her hiding under 
the desk, and when he did come out he established 
a policy that if anyone picked him up, or even 
touched him more than twice, the result would be 
an instant swipe with claws fully extended – 
leather jacket and gauntlets would have been very 
useful.  While I do not recall his hurting the other 
cats, he was not opposed to bullying them. 
After about six weeks of settling in, the time came 
for annual checkups with the vet.  We drew a 
young and rather burly member of the staff who 
managed to cow Gooch into good behavior, but 
once home Diane was unlocking the door (while I 
was parking the car) and put his carrier down, he 
managed to twist it so that its door popped open 
and he was off into the woods.  That night and the 
next day were stormy with three separate and 

serious thunderstorms, but he was well hidden, resisting all attempts to invite him back in.  
Finally, just before bed, Diane made one more attempt to call him in, then yelled to me, 
“Open the door, I’ve got him.”  He had finally answered, and not only let her pick him up, 
but he cuddled into her arms.  As she carried him in you could almost hear him say, “It’s dry 
in here, it’s warm in here, there’s always food here; sure there are those other cats, but I’m 
bigger than they are.” 

From that day on he was a changed cat.  He learned that he could retract his claws, and 
on the rare (I can remember only two) occasions that he forgot he would immediately come 
back and gently pat the scratched spot as if to say, “I’m sorry, I forgot.”  He (and Ally) 
would still chase Ruah (who became our ‘most chased cat’) but much more in a spirit of fun 
- in fact they soon began to take turns protecting Ruah when the other would start a chase. 

Now conversion is not simply a mater of saying that I used to be a Methodist but I go to 
an Episcopal church now; or even I used to be Jewish or Hindu or Muslim but I’m Christian 
now.  Conversion refers to an inner change of focus, of life, that marks and verifies that 
surface change.  Now I don’t know how Gooch worshiped either before or after the change, 
but clearly he showed the kind of change in life that one would associate with a real 
conversion experience. 

All three cats have now gone to their reward (Ruah, the oldest when we started outlived 
the others and made it to twenty), and others now keep us company, but that one cat taught 
us something about life. 

Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence 
 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

The Sacristans 

for February 

are Mary 

Allen, Dori 

McManus & 

Joyce Sarver. 

mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
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COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 

Jan 29th 8 am - Sarver’s 10:30 am - Christine Domareck 
Feb   5th 8 am - Pat Brought 10:30 am - Marie Williams 
Feb 12th 8 am - Wanzer’s 10:30 am - Jack Collins 

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show 
hospitality to strangers, for thereby some 
have entertained angels unawares. 

 

 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+13%3A2&version=ESV
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†  Blind Auction 
 

O n Sunday, February 26th, St. Paul's OWN will host its annual blind auction to raise 

funds for our summer mission trip to Chicago.  And you are invited!  Last years 

auction included gift cards to local restaurants, a family movie night gift basket, tickets to a 

local concert, music lessons, a gift certificate to a jewelry store, and more!  We expect to 

have just as many fantastic items up for auction this year.  There is no admission price, and 

families are always welcome and kids are invited to participate in our 

kids only raffle.  Hors d’oeuvres and refreshments will be served.  We 

hope to see you there! 

We are looking for help from individuals, small groups/ministries, 

and businesses to help make the evening a success.  Please consider 

helping us in the following ways: 

Individuals: we are looking for donations of new, unwrapped toys 

for a kids only raffle during the auction. 

Small Groups/Ministries: please consider going in with your small 

group or ministry group to donate a themed basket or auction item.  It 

could be anything from a spa gift basket to food items (jams, jellies, baked goods), to a 

family movie night basket.  Or perhaps a party theme basket, gardening or quilting basket, 

or even a date night basket for busy parents.  

Businesses: If you own or work at a local business please consider donating an item or 

service from your business such as a gift card to your restaurant or store, a consultation by a 

professional, or a donation of landscaping, snow removal, auto or boat detailing, etc.  It’s a 

great way to support the youth and perhaps bring in a new patron! 

We ask that all donations be brought to the church by Sunday, February 12th.  Please 

sign up during coffee hour to help out with the auction.  Thank you! 
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A s part of our outreach, St. Paul’s 
donates gift cards and non-

perishable items to six area food pantries.  
The non-perishable items are provided 
by our generous congregation and are 
truly appreciated.  Donations for the food 
pantry can be left in 
the basket at the 
back of the church.  
Delivery is made to 
one food pantry 
each month.  Thank 
you. 

†  Art in the Christian Tradition 
Christ Teaching 

Artist unknown 
about 1000 

Canterbury, England 
 

I nside an ornamental frame, Jesus sits on a mountaintop, symmetrically flanked by six 
of his disciples.  He holds a book in one hand while gesturing with the other, perhaps 

answering a question.  Like his apostles, he wears a Roman-style pallium.  The artist 
emphasized Jesus' role as 
teacher by placing him higher 
than his apostles, giving him 
more space, and positioning 
the apostles so that they all 
turn and look toward him. 

The fabric of the apostles' 
and Jesus' clothing falls in 
agitated, patterned circles on 
the figures' knees and bellies 
and in repetitive, embedded V
-folds on their chests, between 
their legs, and at the hems of 
their tunics.  These animated 
lines move in spirals and 
zigzags, energizing the 
balanced composition.  

†  Micah 
 

O ur Old Testament reading this week is from the 
Book of Micah.  Micah was the last of the eighth-

century prophets.  He was from south-western Judah, west 
of Hebron.  He is preoccupied with social justice and is 
totally independent of political and religious leaders.  Times 
are bad: Assyria has captured Damascus and Samaria.  
Jerusalem was besieged in 701 BC.  But danger was internal 
too: leaders accepted bribes; merchants cheated their 
customers; pagan gods were worshipped along with the 
Lord.  Micah preaches about sin and punishment; people 
have rejected God.  The coming punishment is due to their 
sin.  Even so, there is hope for the future: a remnant will 
form the nucleus of a new Israel, and its leader will be a 
true shepherd, one who brings peace. 
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Our New Teachers 

M rs. Joan Boehm (right) is new to our Level Two classroom, teaching 

grade 2 and 3 and mentions how much she loves her class each time that 

we see her.  Mr. John Tuthill (guess) has begun teaching our Level Three class-

room, teaching grade 4 and 5 and brings vast experience working in a nearby 

school district.  Mrs. Anette Hamerski is working with our Middle School level 

class this year and has already begun to develop such a wonderful connection with 

her students.  We are so lucky to have these three dedicated teachers join our Sun-

day School staff and we praise God for the myriad of ways that He will use them to 

guide and bless the children of Saint Paul's this year. 

 

†  Start Spreading the Good News! 
 

W hoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever 

does not believe will be condemned. . 

 Mark 16:16 

The Beatitudes: who will be called "sons of God?" 

a) Those who mourn     b) The peacemakers     c) The poor in spirit 

Matthew 5:9 NIV  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+16%3A16&version=ESV
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Matthew+5:9&version=NIV&showfn=yes
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

Blessed Are You ... 
 

 Micah 6:1-8 

I n our lesson from the Hebrew Bible God contends with the people of God, reminding 
them of the saving acts done for them and instructing them in the good that God expects.  

The very mountains and hills are called as witnesses.  God led the people out of Egypt and 
through the wilderness in safety.  Yet they sin.  It is not animal or human sacrifices the Lord 
wishes, but that the people act in justice, with loving-kindness and humility. 

 Psalm 15 
The psalm describes the virtues of one who is worthy to worship the Lord. 
 
 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
In this reading Paul directs the Corinthians’ attention to God’s way of using what is weak 

and lowly - even what the world regards as foolish - to accomplish the divine purposes.  Paul 
emphasizes this understanding because a number of these new Christians had come to think of 

themselves as especially gifted, powerful, and wise.  As 
the cross has shown, however, God’s ideas about what 
is wise and noble are often quite different from ours.  
Our only boast can be in the Lord. 
 
 Matthew 5:1-12 
   The gospel lesson is the opening saying of the 
Sermon on the Mount, words of both comfort and 
challenge.  The values of the kingdom are quite 
different from worldly standards.  Those who are to 
find blessing will know want and thirst, if not because 
of their own circumstances, then for the sake of others.  
Those who hunger for righteousness will find 
fulfillment, but first the must experience persecution. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   
   

I magine what else we will do as one Body..  To replay 

all our sermons, audio and videos follow this link for 

The Sunday Sermons.  Check out our sermon archives as 

well. 

 

Matthew 5:1-12 
The poor, the hungry, and 

the sorrowing will never 

confuse these things as 

being their salvation.  And 

THAT is the blessing.  

They KNOW their need 

of God.  

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi4_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi4_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi4_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi4_RCL.html#gsp1
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2015.html
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Fr. George Hall, Joan Kirner and other 
parishioners convalescing in extended care facilities. 
.....Immanuel St. James, Derby; Epiphany, Durham; 
St. Gabriel’s, East Berlin; St. Stephen’s, East Haddam. 
.....Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
.....Comite Hispano, Spanish‐language Cursillo, 
Latino/Hispanic ministry in CT. 
.....Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer, 
Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Ed Licence, Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, Lorraine Estok, Jim 
Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Teresa Stacchiotti, Roger Kovacs, Mary DeAnzeris; 
Michele Sarver & Lee Rybos, continued healing.  .....the safe return of Denise’s dog. 
.....the people of Albania; the people of Belize; the Diocese of Leicester - (Canterbury, 

England) The Rt Revd Martyn James Snow; and 
our sister and brother members of the Church of 
Scotland. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing 
persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.  Pray 
also for radical Muslims throughout the world to 
come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in 
Somalia with the UN peacekeeping service. 
…..Faith Food Pantry, Newtown, which is the 
recipient of our food basket collections for the 
month of January. 
.....All Nations Baptist Church, Danbury, a 
congregational partner of the Jericho Partnership. 
.....Drew Ross, healing of major surgery for 
throat cancer; and Joe, who is undergoing 
treatment for Lymphoma. 
.....Courts of Justice. 
.....Mary Nigro, Bill Nigro’s mother, recovering 
from a broken hip. 

 

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You Think 
 

Back Issues of Sword Points 
 
 
 
 

Thanks Living 
 

Living with an attitude of gratitude 

just makes life better.  We can 

bring God our pain and trials, and 

we can ask Him to help us through 

them.  His love can hammer out our 

insecurities and shape our hearts to 

be filled with thankfulness.  

http://www.episcopalchurch.org/parish/immanuel-st-james-episcopal-church-derby-ct
https://www.epiphanydurham.org/
http://www.stgabrielseastberlinct.org/
https://www.ststeves.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Albania
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Belize
http://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=england&dio=leicester&pos=bishop-of-leicester&posID=19551
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_Scotland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_Scotland
http://www.foodpantries.org/li/faith_food_pantry_st_johns_episcopal_church_06482
http://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/21.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u6M8mnoKLzY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u6M8mnoKLzY
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Mail…..Send us photos and info about your travels, your home group, your pets, your 

sports teams to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

February Lay Schedule 

 

Lectors and Intercessors, please remember to check in before the 

service in the Vesting Room.  Thank You! 

February 19th 
 

8:00 AM 

Welcoming:  Pam Szen 

Acolyte:  John Tuthill 

Lector:  Leviticus 19:1-2,9-18  Pam Szen 

Intercessor:  Linda Pendergast 

Lay Reader:  Ray Ferro 

Lay Reader:  Don Winkley 

Psalm 119:33-40     1 Corinthians 3:10-11,16-23 
 

10:30 AM 

Welcoming:  Vito Barbieri / Denise McCormack 

Acolyte:  Joe Bernardo 

Lector:  Leviticus 19:1-2,9-18  Diane Froelick 

Intercessor:  Mary Perry 

Lay Reader:  Jim Castronova 

Lay Reader:  Harlan Jessup 

Psalm 119:33-40     1 Corinthians 3:10-11,16-23 

 February 12th 
 

8:00 AM 

Welcoming:  Pam Szen / Mike Kirner 

Acolyte:  Jack Powell 

Lector:  Deuteronomy 30:15-20  Pam Szen 

Intercessor:  Dorothy Crocker 

Lay Reader:  Steve Nagy 

Lay Reader:  Don Winkley 

Psalm 119:1-8     1 Corinthians 3:1-9 
 

10:30 AM 

Welcoming:  Laurie DoBosh/Denise McCormack 

Acolyte:  Nick Janofsky 

Lector:  Deuteronomy 30:15-20  Steve Nagy 

Intercessor:  Ray Ferro 

Lay Reader:  Mike Chengeri 

Lay Reader:  Joe Bernardo 

Psalm 119:1-8     1 Corinthians 3:1-9 

February 5th 
 

8:00 AM 

Welcoming:  Cindy & Peter Maier 

Acolyte:  Mike Kirner 

Lector:  Isaiah 58:1-12  Ray Ferro 

Intercessor:  Steve Nagy 

Lay Reader:  Harlan Jessup 

Lay Reader:  Don Winkley 

Psalm 112:1-10     1 Corinthians 2:1-16  

 

10:30 AM 

Welcoming:  Laurie DoBosh / Sandra Visser 

Acolyte:  Stephanie Bernardo 

Lector:  Isaiah 58:1-12  Sandy Chaleski 

Intercessor:  Steve Nagy 

Lay Reader:  Joe Bernardo 

Lay Reader:  Jim Castronova 

Psalm 112:1-10     1 Corinthians 2:1-16 

February 26th 
Healing Sunday 

8:00 AM 

Welcoming:  Joyce & John Sarver 

Acolyte:  Jack Powell 

Lector:  Exodus 24:12-18  Ingrid Pruss 

Intercessor:  Mary Perry 

Lay Reader:  Jay Trott 

Lay Reader:  Steve Nagy 

Psalm 2     2 Peter 1:16-21 

 

10:30 AM 

Welcoming:  Kathy DeSanti / Sandra Visser 

Acolyte:  Joe Bernardo 

Lector:  Exodus 24:12-18  Bob Cutting 

Intercessor:  Dorothy Crocker 

Lay Reader:  Ray Ferro 

Lay Reader:  Mike Chengeri 

Psalm 2     2 Peter 1:16-21 

mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi7_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi7_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi7_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi7_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi7_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi7_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi6_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi6_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi6_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi6_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi6_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi6_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi5_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi5_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi5_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi5_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi5_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi5_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpiLast_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpiLast_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpiLast_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpiLast_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpiLast_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpiLast_RCL.html#nt1
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  
 

 

 
 

1 
 
10:00 am  Holy  
Communion I & Healing 

2   Presentation 
 of Jesus 

 
5:45 pm  Boot Camp 
 

7:30 pm  Mission   
               Committee 

 

7:30 pm  Property  
              Committee 

 

7:30 pm  Music Night 

3 4 
 
7:30 am  Men’s  

        Prayer Breakfast 
 

7:30 am  John 21:12 
 Group 

 

10:00 am  PraiseMoves 

5   5 Epiphany 
 
8:00 am  Traditional  

Communion 
9:30 am  Rector’s Forum 
10:30 am  Sunday School 
10:30 am  Contemporary 

Communion 
6:00 pm  Super Bowl 

 Party 

6 
 
10:00 am  Christian 

Caring 
 

7:00 pm  Men’s Bible  
               Study 

 

7:00 pm  Stephen  
               Ministry 

 

7  
 
9:15 am  Ladies Bible  

                 Study 
 

5:45 pm  Boot Camp 
 

7:30 pm  Boy Scouts 

8    
 
10:00 am  Holy 

Communion 
& Healing 

 

7:00 pm  Staff Meeting 
 

7:30 pm  Vestry Meeting 

 

9 
 
5:45 pm  Boot Camp 
 

7:30 pm  Music Night 

10 11 
 
7:30 am  Men’s  

        Prayer Breakfast 
 

7:30 am  John 21:12 
 Group 

 

10:00 am  PraiseMoves 
 

10:00 am  Jericho Food 
Pantry 

 

12   6 Epiphany 
 
8:00 am  Traditional  

Communion 
9:30 am  Rector’s Forum 
10:30 am  Sunday School 
10:30 am  Contemporary 

Communion 

13    
 
7:00 pm  Men’s Bible  

               Study 

 

14 
 
9:15 am  Ladies Bible  

                 Study 
 

5:45 pm  Boot Camp 
 

15 
 
10:00 am  Holy  

Communion 
 & Healing 

 

 

16 
 
5:45 pm  Boot Camp 
 

7:00 pm  Healing Team 
 

7:30 pm  Music Night 

17 18 
 
7:30 am  Men’s  

        Prayer Breakfast 
 

7:30 am  John 21:12 
 Group 

 

10:00 am  PraiseMoves 
 

19   7 Epiphany 
 
8:00 am  Traditional  

Communion 
9:30 am  Rector’s Forum 
10:30 am  Sunday School 
10:30 am  Contemporary 

Communion 
 

20   Presidents’ 
 Day 

(Parish Office Closed) 
 
7:00 pm  Men’s Bible  

               Study 
 

7:00 pm  Stephen  
               Ministry 

21 
 
9:15 am  Ladies Bible  

                 Study 
 

5:45 pm  Boot Camp 
 

7:30 pm  Boy Scouts 

22  St. Matthias 
 
10:00 am  Holy  

Communion 
 & Healing 

 

 

23 
 
5:45 pm  Boot Camp 
 

7:30 pm  Music Night 

24  St. Matthias 25 
 
7:30 am  Men’s  

        Prayer Breakfast 
 

7:30 am  John 21:12 
 Group 

 

10:00 am  PraiseMoves 
 

11:00 am  St. Paul’s 
Quilters 

 

26   Last Epiphany 
 
8:00 am  Traditional  

Communion 
9:30 am  Rector’s Forum 
10:30 am  Sunday School 
10:30 am  Contemporary 

Communion 
1:00 pm  Youth Group - 

Blind Auction 

27 
 
7:00 pm  Men’s Bible  

               Study 
 

 

28 
 
9:15 am  Ladies Bible  

                 Study 
 

5:45 pm  Boot Camp 
 

7:30 pm  Boy Scouts 

    

February 2017 
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† It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks 
Sword Points: 

 

M ary Allen, Chris Barrett, Ray Ferro, 
Steve Hemming, Diane Loring, Bill 

Loring, Dori McManus, Beth Miller, Nicole 
O’Connors, Patrick 
O’Connors, Mary 
Perry, Ken Perry, 
Kirsten Peterson, 
Debbi Pomeroy, 
Reyna Sampson, 
John Sarver, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley,  David 
Szen, Pam Szen, 
John Tuthill, Don 
Winkley and Gail 
Winkley. 

 
 

 

Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

Random Fact of the Week! 
 

D id you know ... that a newly 

described moth 

species, Neopalpa 

donaldtrumpi (pictured), was 

so named because its 

yellowish head scales reminded a scientist 

of President Donald Trump's hair?  

An old Episcopal 

grandmother finally 

decided to read the Bible. 

She purchased a large-print 

edition and read it cover-to-

cover.  When she finished, she 

pulled the rector aside at 

coffee hour and confided, 

“I really enjoyed reading 

the Bible, but I was surprised by how much it 

quotes the Book of Common Prayer!”  

https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Neopalpa_donaldtrumpi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Neopalpa_donaldtrumpi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Donald_Trump

