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†  Keeping the Main Thing 
the Main Thing 

 

 
Therefore go and make disciples 
of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

Matthew 28:19 
 
Dear Family of St. Paul's, 
 

W e are a mission post for 
youth as we stay true to our 

overall mission of witnessing lives 
transformed through Jesus Christ. 
 
Last Sunday we celebrated two 
young adult baptisms, and this 
coming Sunday we will celebrate 
two more: a mother and daughter together, while another member of 
their family receives his First Communion along with the rest of the 
class. 
 
On May 28th, we will hold a youth-led service at 10:30 am, with Patrick 
O'Connors delivering the sermon and our youth offering the children's 
sermon, leading the lessons from Scripture, the intercessions, and 
serving as prayer servants on that Healing Sunday. 
 
By the grace of God, we stay on message, keeping the main thing the 
main thing, with Christ as our center.  As we keep our eyes on Jesus, 
may God continue to bless our parish abundantly. 
 
Faithfully, 

 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†  Unstoppable! 
 by John Tuthhill 

 

B rother Andrew (his full name, "Andrew van der Bijl") is understandably much 
better known in English-speaking countries by his mercifully much-shortened 

nicknames.  He is a Christian missionary, born 
in the Netherlands (1928), and, as you may 
know, he is famous for his exploits illegally 
smuggling Bibles to believers in underground 
churches in China, the Middle East, and 
especially into many communist countries 
behind the "Iron Curtain" at the height of the 

Cold War.  
"God's 
Smuggler" (as 
he came to be known) would sometimes deliberately even 
place his cargo of forbidden Bibles out in the open and in 
plain view during stops at a boarder check points - just as a 
little "gesture of my trust in God's protection" - and he was 
waved through with them. 
 Throughout this Easter season, our readings on Sundays 
have included 
selected chapters 
from the "Acts," 
recounting the 
amazing stories of 

similar sounding successes - the first "unstoppable 
apostles" who first spread the "Good News."  Done 
in God's perfect timing and made possible after the 
reception of our Advocate by the power of the Holy 
Spirit (Acts 1:8), there is no mention of this same 
power and ability ceasing or being available in only 
limited ways in our time. 

Ironically, when most people today are asked 
what church they attend (if they do) people begin 
by responding about to which building they go.  But 
in Romans Paul writes "...greet the church that is in 

their 
house" (Romans 
16:5).  The 
Bible speaks of 
church entirely 
differently than 
we naturally 
seem to most 
often.  The 
Bible describes 
the church as 
the body of 
believers, with 
our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ, of course, as the head (see 
Ephesians 1:22-23). 
 The Holy Spirit's indwelling in believers is an 
amazing gift - may we never grow to take it lightly. 

 - Thanks be to God! 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andrew_van_der_Bijl
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Click Below to 

Click Below to 

†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, May 18 - 5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, May 20 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 

  8:30 am - Mission Trip Prep Day 

  9:30 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 

Sun, May 21 -  Sixth Sunday of EasterSixth Sunday of EasterSixth Sunday of Easter
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion / 

 First Communion (LiveStream) 

Mon, May 22 - 7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall  (LiveStream) 

Tue, May 23 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

  5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Crocker Hall 

  7:00 pm - Ladies Evening Ministry, Guild Room 

  7:15 pm - Boy Scouts Troop 5, Crocker Hall 

Wed, May 24 - 10:00 am - Holy Communion & Healing 

Thu, May 25 - 5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, May 27 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 

  10:00 am - Jericho Food Pantry, Danbury 

Sun, May 28 -  Seventh Sunday of EasterSeventh Sunday of EasterSeventh Sunday of Easter
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (LiveStream) 

  1:00 pm - Memorial Day Outreach 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
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 TheThe  

Rector’sRector’s  

ForumForum  

 

†  Happy Birthday to You!Happy Birthday to You!Happy Birthday to You! 
 

C hristine Domareck celebrates Saturday!  Monday is 

the big day for Christian Williams & Edward 

Licence.  Karen Greeley will be opening presents on Wednesday.  

Have a blessed day everyone! 

T he Rector's Forum begins a new study on May 21st, 

led by Jay Trott.  As we begin Ecclesiastes, we see 

that the writer was ready for Christ!  Ecclesiastes is an entirely 

unique book in the Bible - a book of pure philosophy.  The purpose 

of pure philosophy is to find happiness, but what Ecclesiastes (or 

Solomon) found was something very different.  No achievement and 

no pleasure has any meaning without Christ; that is, without 

life.  It is a profound and sobering book, just as relevant 

now as the day it was written.  And in the end it is also a 

practical book with sound advice about how to live a good life. 

 

 

 

†  Hopeline Baby Bottle Campaign 
 

T he Hopeline Baby Bottle Campaign begins on Mother’s Day. 
Hopeline is a Christian-based ministry supporting women during 

unplanned pregnancies.  In addition to 
material assistance for the care of the 

newborn, such as cribs, clothing, 
diapers, and other supplies, Hopeline 

offers counseling, support, and ultrasounds 
performed on newly pregnant women by 
an Ob-Gyn trained physician.  They offer 
post-abortion counseling to women of any 
age. 
 St. Paul’s supports Hopeline through its 
annual “Change for Change” Baby Bottle Fundraiser.  There are baby 
bottles at the back of the church and in the Parish Hall that we ask you to 
please fill with your loose change and bills and return them on June 18th, 
Father’s Day.  Please Note: Checks should be made out to St. Paul’s with 
“Hopeline” in the memo line. 
 For more information, contact: Barbara DeAnzeris or Bonnie Wanzer. 

Last year 

St. Paul’s 

collected 

over $2,200! 
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What did Jeremiah give to Elasah and Gemariah 
to take with them to the exiles 
in Babylon? 
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in Babylon? 
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What city was Paul in when he saw the altar with the inscription: "TO AN 

UNKNOWN GOD?"     Acts 17:22-23 NIV  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our summer mission trip is less than six weeks away and we’re well into 

our final fundraiser for the trip.  We are a little over half way there to 

getting the students fully sponsored for the summer mission trip.  But, 

we still have 16 sponsors to go!  You can make any donation amount, 

the important part is committing to praying for a student and writing 

the note of encouragement for them to read during the trip.  Please 

consider sponsoring one of the 12 students going on the trip.  You can 

sign up during coffee hour.  

http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Acts+17:22-23&version=NIV&showfn=yes
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†  Job opened his mouth and cursed the day of his birth 
 

H uman suffering, divine sovereignty and the quest to understand God's will: these 

are topics we wrestle with in our Monday Men's Bible Study.  Up to two dozen 

men are currently studying 

the Book of Job each 

Monday from 7-8 pm.  

Please join us in this verse 

by verse study as we 

plumb the depths of God's 

word together.   Each 

sessions is available life 

on LiveStream and is 

archived YouTube. 

†  Sunday School Lessons 
 

 Early Elementary 

 Unit 21: Jesus’ Friends Help Others 

 Bible Basis: Paul works with Aquila and 
Priscilla, who help Apollos learn more 
about Jesus (Acts 18:1-4, 24-28). 

 Lesson Focus: We can tell new friends about Jesus. 

 Memory Verse: Serve one another in love. Galatians 5:13 

 Upper Elementary 

 Unit 21: How Believers Live 

 Bible Basis: A believing Peter is freed 
from prison in answer to the prayers of 
concerned Christians (Acts 12:1-19). 

 Lesson Focus: Don’t be surprised when God answers your prayers. 

 Memory Verse:The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective. 
James 5:16 

†  Would You Make A Dream Come True? 

O n the main bulletin board in the Sunday School hallway, we have 

put up a teacher wish list.  These are all items that our teachers 

would like to put to good use in their Sunday School classroom.  Some 

items on the board right now are a magnetic, chalkboard easel for the 

nursery, a set of Megablocks, a $25 gift certificate to Costco and a poster 

of the Nicene Creed!  If you would like to support the work they do with 

our children each week, please take a star, record your contact infor-

mation and bring that item to the church with you one week.  You can 

place all items on the bookcase in the Sunday School hallway.  A big 

thank you to Marie Williams who took a star to provide a first aid kit 

for the hallway and to Connie Williams who offered to bring in a new 

set of pretend food for the nursery!  Thank you both for your support. 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
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†  All Things  
by Steve Hemming 

 

“And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those 
who are the called according to His purpose.”   Romans 8:28 

 

W hile Romans 8:28 may be one of the more well-known scripture verses in the 
Bible, it does not mean that everything works out the way we want it to; it means 

exactly what it says, that all things in our lifetime will work together for our benefit as we 
love God and walk in His ways. 

I can say without hesitation that nothing 
this past week worked out the way I had 
wanted or planned for.  It was the direct 
opposite, as things in the natural were actually 
working against me.  I mentioned last week in 
“He Is Always With Us,” that I was going 
through a season fraught with multiple 
challenges.  Looking back, I am grateful for 
the troubles I had been experiencing, for they 
served to strengthen me for what I 
encountered during these last seven days. 

As I prepared for and oversaw the technical aspects of the WPI commencement 
exercises that started Thursday, and concluded last Friday, I worked many long hours, and 
was frequently disrupted by last minutes requests that diverted my attention away from the 
priority of commencement.  Most notable, was the big conference that was going to take 
place the Monday and Tuesday after commencement had somehow expanded to two full 
weeks.  Again, by the grace of God, I was able to find an outside Audio/Visual company to 
support this large group with both the equipment and staffing they needed for the entire 
duration of their event. 

However, without a doubt the greatest difficulty I faced took place the morning of the 
undergraduate commencement, when both microphones at the WPI President’s podium 
failed at the beginning of the ceremony.  They had worked perfectly fine earlier, when I 
stood at that very same podium myself, and addressed the crowd, while we were 
systematically testing the microphones at all three podiums. 

Imagine the president looking towards me for guidance, while over 8,500 people in 
attendance were wondering what was wrong with the microphones.  Rather than freaking 
out, I sent up a few “bullet” prayers to the Lord for help, then motioned to the president 

there was a wireless hand-held microphone in her podium that 
she could use temporarily, which she did.  I’ll spare you the 
gory details, but suffice to say, between the audio engineer and 
the stage technician we were working with, we were able to 
get one of the two podium microphones up and running for the 
duration of the ceremony.  We came to the conclusion that the 
two channels on the audio board that were designated to both 
the right and left microphone at the president’s podium 
permanently lost their signal.  I’ve never witnessed something 
like this happen in 30+ years of working in the Audio/Visual 
business. 
 After the ceremony, accusations and negative comments 
flew in my direction, but I did hear from a staff member that 

the president didn’t appear overly upset about what transpired, because she knew that we 
were doing our best to remedy the situation quickly.  Additionally, my immediate manager 
accepted the information I shared with her.  Still, I know I have some serious explaining to 
do, and last night God led me to write a detailed report of what occurred and how we 
resolved the crisis with the microphones, which I promptly sent via email to the 
Commencement Marshall and my manager. 

Only God knows what will happen as a result of what took place, but I am confident that 
with God’s help, I did everything I possibly could yesterday to fix the microphone problem, 

(Continued on page 10) 
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What did Jeremiah give to Elasah and Gemariah 
to take with them to the exiles 
in Babylon? 
 
 
 

and He clearly guided me to detail my efforts and results in a thorough and honest report. 
I would be lying to you if I didn’t admit that I am 

both disheartened and disappointed as a result of what 
happened.  And I still cannot comprehend why the 
microphones failed, despite my best efforts in advance 
to prevent something like this from ever happening.  
But, regardless of how I feel, I am choosing to put my 
trust in the Lord for what lies ahead.  For as the Apostle 
Paul wrote in Romans 8:31, “If God is for us, who can 
be against us.” 

What significant trial are you going through in your 
life?  Even if you don’t understand why you are 
experiencing such an ordeal, know this - God is working 
all things together for your good. 

 

“Truly my soul silently waits for God; From Him 
comes my salvation.  He only is my rock and my 

salvation; He is my defense; I shall not be greatly 
moved.”  Psalm 62:1-2 

(Continued from page 9) All Things  

“ 
...that we, loving you in all 

things above all things, may 

obtain your promises, which 

exceed all that we can 

desire…”  Laying our lives in 

God’s hands and trusting his 

plans for us will provide 

blessings far above anything 

the world or other people 

can offer.  But laying our 

lives in his hands is not 

passive.  We need to study, 

pray, give and be an active 

Christian community 

participant and servant to 

others to fully obtain those 

promises. 

"In the past God overlooked such ignorance, but now he commands all people 

everywhere to 

_______." 

Acts 17:30 NIV  

http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Acts+17:30&version=NIV&showfn=yes
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I n October of 2015 a group of us went on a pilgrimage to Turkey and Greece to walk 

in the footsteps of St. John and St. Paul.  When in Athens you visit the amazing 

Acropolis.  After that our guide explained Paul’s famous sermon (Acts 17:24) and sent us up 

atop Mars Hills (Areopagus) for a photo op. 

Paul then stood up in the meeting of the Areopagus and said: "Men of Athens!... The God 

who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth...He himself gives 

all men life and breath and everything else... From one man he made every nation of men... 

He determined the times set for them and the exact places where they should live.  God 

did this so that men would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and 

find him, though he is not far from each one of us.  For in him we 

live and move and have our being... now he 

commands all people everywhere to repent.  For 

he has set a day when he will judge the world with 

justice by the Man [Jesus Christ] He has 

appointed.  He has given proof of this to all men 

by raising Him from the dead."   

 

Upon our return we discovered this famous painting 

showing we had stood in Paul’s footsteps.  This circa 

1860 painting was by Pennsylvania artist Peter Rothermel 

who specialized in portraits and dramatic historical 

paintings.  His most famous paintings include Patrick 

Henry before the Virginia House of Burgesses (1851) and 

a massive oil painting of the Battle of Gettysburg 

(finished in 1871) that hangs in the State Museum of 

Pennsylvania. 

http://tools.wmflabs.org/bibleversefinder/?book=Acts&verse=17:24&src=KJV
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Gettysburg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/State_Museum_of_Pennsylvania
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/State_Museum_of_Pennsylvania
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Name Tags - Remember how 
awkward you felt when you first 
came to St. Paul’s because you 
didn’t know anyone or when you 
visit a different church?  Name 
tags help.  So, please be courteous to your 
fellow parishioners, to newcomers, visiting clergy and 
guests by extending a warm welcome to them and by 
wearing your name tag.  And remember to wear them 
to coffee hour as well. 

†  Pray It Up 
 

N otice the Red and White prayer request cards in the pew?  Each 
Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the red bowl on the table on 

the way to communion.  Then take a card from the bowl either right then or 
after service.  Pray for that request for one week.  How comforting to know 
that your request is being prayed for and that you are praying for someone 
else’s!  You might just be praying for the person sitting next to you!  Or, if 
you’d prefer - please send your request to St. Paul’s at 
prayingnow2@gmail.com!   

Jesus promises his disciples 
that he will go on living in and 
through them.  A faithful 
Christian hears this and allows 
her or himself to be used as a 
channel for Jesus in our own 
world.  So, what characteristics of 
Jesus are going to be seen by 
what you do? 

Children around the world living in extreme poverty are being lifted up by the 
love of Christ through Compassion International.  CI works along side local 
churches to provide much needed physical, emotional and spiritual nourishment, 
along with health care and education.  These much needed provisions can literally 
transform their lives and the lives of those around them. 

For the next few weeks we will have a table set up during coffee hour with 

informative material about the 

organization and children who are 

waiting for a sponsor like you.  

Sponsorship is so much more than 

sending money (just a little over 

one dollar a day), it's the 

beginning of a special bond 

between you and a kid who will be 

grateful to you for the rest of her/

his life. 

mailto:prayingnow2@gmail.com
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COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 

May 21st 8 am - Christine MacMillan 10:30 am - 1st Communion Reception 
May 28th 8 am - Ann & Dave Allen  10:30 am - Memorial Day Parade 
Jun   4th 8 am - Robin Powell  10:30 am - Marie Williams 

 

†  Art in the Christian Tradition 
Christ in the House of His Parents 

Approx. 1849 
Millais, John Everett, 1829-1896  

Tate Britain (Gallery) 

T his is Millais's first important religious subject, showing a scene from the boyhood 
of Christ.  When it was exhibited at the Royal Academy in 1850 it was given no 

title, but accompanied by a biblical quotation: 'And one shall say unto him, What are those 
wounds in thine hands?  Then he shall answer, Those with which I was wounded in the 
house of my friends.' (Zech. 13:6) 

Christian symbolism figures prominently in the picture.  The carpenter's triangle on the 
wall, above Christ's head, symbolizes the Holy Trinity.  The wood and nails prefigure the 
crucifixion, as does the blood on the young Christ's hand, which he has cut on a nail, and 
which drips onto his foot.  The young St. John is shown fetching a bowl of water with which 
to bathe the wound.  This clearly identifies him as the Baptist, and the image is extended by 
the white dove perched on the ladder, symbol of the Holy Spirit, which descended from 
Heaven at the baptism of Christ. 

Following the Pre-Raphaelite credo of truth to nature, Millais painted the scene in 
meticulous detail and based the setting on a real carpenter's shop in Oxford Street.  The 
sheep in the background, intended to represent the Christian flock, were drawn from two 
sheep's heads obtained from a local butcher.  He avoided using professional models, and 
relied instead on friends and family.  Joseph's head was a portrait of Millais's own father, 
but the body was based on a real carpenter, with his rough hands, sinewy arms and 
prominent veins.  The Virgin Mary was his sister-in-law Mary Hodgkinson, who also 
appears in Millais's Isabella (1848-9, Walker Art Gallery, Liverpool); John the Baptist was 
posed by a young adopted cousin, Edwin Everett; and Nöel Humphreys, the son of an artist 
friend, sat for the young Christ. 

The public reaction to the picture was one of horror and Millais was viciously attacked 
by the press.  The Times 
described the painting as 
'revolting' and objected to the 
way in which the artist had dared 
to depict the Holy Family as 
ordinary, lowly people in a 
humble carpenter's shop 'with no 
conceivable omission of misery, 
of dirt, of even disease, all 
finished with the same loathsome 
minuteness'.  Charles Dickens 
was one of the most vehement 
critics, describing the young 
Christ as 'a hideous, wry-necked, 
blubbering, red-headed boy, in a 
bed gown' (Household Words, 15 
June 1850). 

Contact Mary Allen at 

203-775-6633 or 

chamla@charter.net. 

 

http://www.tate.org.uk/learn/online-resources/glossary/p/pre-raphaelite
http://www.tate.org.uk/learn/online-resources/glossary/p/portrait
http://www.tate.org.uk/learn/online-resources/glossary/p/painting
mailto:Hi%20Dave. %20Could%20you%20please%20add%20that%20we%20needs%20Coffee%20Hour%20hCHAMLA@CHARTER.NET
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†  Scholarly Speaking 

 

Rogation Days 
 

I  thought I remembered writing about the Rogation Days a year or two ago, but 
a quick check of my archives failed to confirm this (actually, I still think that 

in this instance my memory is better than my archives) but at risk of repeating 
myself, let me offer a few comments. 

The word rogation comes from the Latin rogare, to ask, or more specifically to 
pray, for something.  The practice of setting aside time to pray for newly planted 
crops (and by extension for other things that contribute to our livelihood) can be 
found in pagan Roman practice, and was taken up by various local Christian 

churches over a period of time.  Generally the earliest 
observation seems to have been the ‘Greater 
Rogation’ on April 25th (coinciding with St. Mark’s 

day but distinct from it).  In the fourth century a 
series of earthquakes in southern Gaul (modern 

France) led to the designation of additional rogations 
on the three days leading up to Ascension Day.  The 
special observance of these days included 
processions, preferably outdoors, through the fields 
(in the country) or the streets (in cities).  Litanies, 
similar to the one in the BCP but usually beginning 
with lists of saints and the response, “Pray for us”, 
together with psalms and hymns were the main texts 
of these processions, but there were often designated 
stopping places (or stations) for prayers or the 
reading of Scripture lessons.  The poet Herrick 
speaks of a “Gospel Oak”, presumably a station in his 
parish for a Gospel reading. 
In England, both before and after the Reformation, it 
was as common custom to trace the boundaries of 

the parish* and I remember an older member telling me that this had been done at 
least once here at St. Paul’s.  “Beating the bounds” was a way of calling attention to 
prominent boundary markers, sometimes by disciplining recalcitrant youths of the 
parish at these markers, or sometimes simply by striking the actual markers with 
willow or other rods.  Especially in a geographically larger parish the procession 
might continue for two or three days accompanied by 
picnics and other revelry.  There are instances of bishops 
telling their clergy to limit the procession to older 
parishioners lest the revelry get a little too wild. 

The most obvious change after the Reformation was 

the abandonment of the old rogation on April 25th, and 
its replacement by the Sunday before Ascension, 
commonly known as Rogation Sunday.  In many 

churches this is the most 
convenient time for a 
procession or other 
observance of these 
ancient days. 
Finally, I would add that at a time of growing concern 

about our stewardship of the earth, it makes good 
sense for Christians to draw on our own traditional 
resources to express, and address, these concerns . 

 
- Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence  

______________________________________________________ 
*  Every bit of land in England is assigned to a parish, and thus each parish has specific legal 

boundaries. 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

Rogation procession at St. Ignatius, NYC 

Beating the bounds 

mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
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Happy Birthday Fr. Bill! 

https://www.facebook.com/KennethA.PerryTHS75/videos/10210180331318907/
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What did Jeremiah give to Elasah and Gemariah 
to take with them to the exiles 
in Babylon? 
 
 
 

Take the Challenge! 

A s part of our outreach, St. Paul’s donates gift cards and non-perishable items 
to six area food pantries.  The non-perishable items are provided by our 

generous congregation and are truly appreciated.  Donations for the food pantry can 
be left in the basket at the back of the church and blessed during the Offertory.  
Two weeks ago Laurie DoBosh challenged to 10:30 service to collect more food 
than the 8 o’clockers.  Delivery is made to one food pantry each month.  Thank you. 
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†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“For it is better to suffer for doing good, if that be God’s will, than for doing 
evil.” 

1 Peter 3:17 
 

T he old line says “if you want to make God laugh, tell him your plans.”  

Many of us are diligent in our planning, making sure things are progressing 

smoothly, then disaster strikes, we don’t get the result that was intended.  An 

unforeseen problem arises.  Many times we may respond negatively.  Why me?  I did 

everything right!  Here’s the thing - God has a different and better plan in store for you. 

†  Join Us to Celebrate First Communion - Sunday, May 21st! 
 

A 
ll of Saint Paul's is invited to celebrate with the eight students who will receive 

First Communion during the 10:30 am service this Sunday, May 21st.  Please 

come support their hard work and commitment as they take this new step in 

their faith.  You are invited to join the students and their families downstairs in Crocker Hall 

following the service for a reception in their honor.  We hope to see you there! 
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

Love and Obedience 
 

 Acts 17:22-31 

T his lesson is Paul’s address in a public forum to the curious citizens of Athens.  This 
apostle has arrived in the intellectual and cultural center of the Greek world.  The 

author of Acts has him deliver a kind of sample sermon for a pagan audience.  Troubled by 
their worship of many gods, Paul uses their altar dedicated to an unknown god as an 
opportunity to tell them of the one true Lord of heaven and earth, and 
of the time of judgment and the man he raised from the dead. 

 Psalm 66:7-18 
A hymn of praise and thanksgiving to God, who rules in majesty 

and delivers the people. 
 1 Peter 3:13-22 
This reading offers guidance for all Christians, counseling a 

readiness to suffer patiently for doing what is right.  The First Letter of 
Peter was written at a time when Christians in Asia Minor were 
experiencing persecution.  The author has given advice to particular 
groups of people and now urges all disciples to live together in love and 
humility, always being willing to speak in defense of their Christian 
hope.  They should keep their consciences clear, and, if they do suffer, 
they are to remember how Christ, the just one, died for the unjust. 

 John 14:15-21 
In our gospel Jesus promises his followers that those who love him 

will be guided by the Holy Spirit and will also see him.  The evangelist 
presents Jesus in final conversation with his followers.  Soon he will be 
taken away from them by death, but God will send another Counselor.  
The world (that is, Godless society) cannot receive this Spirit of truth nor come to perceive 
Jesus as still 
living.  Yet 
those who 
follow the 
commandments 
of love will find 
new life in 
intimate 
association with 
Jesus and the 
Father. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   
   

W ant to see God?  Look to Jesus!  To 

replay all our sermons, audio and videos 

follow this link for The Sunday Sermons.  Check 

out our sermon archives as well. 

 

John 14:15-21 
The underlying Greek word which is 
translated into English as "truth" is 

alethea.  In Greek, an initial letter "a" is 
like our English "un."  Lethe is the river 

in Greek mythology that the dead drank 
from in Hades in order to forget their 

past. And so "a-lethea" - truth - has the 
sense of: waking up; remembering; 

overcoming oblivion and stupor; being 
alive and vital; not being deceived by 

false ideas or desires or scams; 
SEEING what is as it actually is. 

 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Easter/AEaster6_RCL.html#FIRST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Easter/AEaster6_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Easter/AEaster6_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Easter/AEaster6_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2015.html
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Fr. George Hall, Brenda Darling, Jean & John 
Stauffer, and other parishioners convalescing in 
extended care facilities. 
…..St. Paul & St. James, New Haven; St. Thomas’, 
New Haven; Trinity, New Haven; St. James, New 
London. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
.....Camp Washington: staff, counselors, and campers. 
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Ed Licence, Joe & Barbara Hock, Sue 
Balla, Rose Barrett, Lorraine Estok, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Teresa 
Stacchiotti, Mary DeAnzeris, Michele Sarver & Lee Rybos, continued healing.  .....the 
safe return of Denise’s dog. 
.....the people of Mexico; the people of Germany; the Diocese of Newark - (II, The 
Episcopal Church) The Rt Revd Mark Beckwith; and our sister and brother members of the 
National Association of Free Will Baptists. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.  Pray also 
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping 
service. 
.....Town of Brookfield Food Pantry, the recipient of our food basket collections for the 
month of May. 
.....His Vineyard Christian Fellowship, Bethel, a congregational partner of the Jericho 

Partnership. 
.....Drew Ross, healing of major surgery 
for throat cancer; and Joe, who is 
undergoing treatment for Lymphoma. 
.....the Knowledge of God's Creation. 
.....Mary Nigro, Bill Nigro’s mother, 
recovering from a broken hip. 
.....Rose Barrett, speedy recovery to her 
wrist from a recent fall. 
.....Cathy Schrull, healing, and peace 
and comfort during her treatments. 

 

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You Think 
 

Back Issues of Sword Points 
 
 

 

Chariots of Fire is a British film 
released in 1981.  It is based on the 

true story of British athletes 
preparing for and competing in the 

1924 Summer Olympics.  Eric 
Liddell says "God made me run and 
when I run fast, I feel his pleasure."  
How do you honor God in your our 

own ministries and callings? 

http://www.stpaulstjames.org/
http://www.stthomasnewhaven.org/
http://trinitynewhaven.org/
http://www.stjamesnl.org/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mexico
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Germany
http://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=usa&dio=newark&pos=bishop-of-newark&posID=17962
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National%20Association%20of%20Free%20Will%20Baptists
http://www.brookfieldct.gov/Pages/BrookfieldCT_Social/food
http://www.hisvineyard.org/
http://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/40.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uwyltmUR3MU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uwyltmUR3MU
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Random Fact of the 

Week! 
 

D id you know ... that if 

Pinocchio says “My 

Nose Will Grow Now,” it 

would cause a paradox? 

†  It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks 
Sword Points: 

 

M ary Allen, Chris Barrett, Carol Ferro, 
Steve Hemming, Diane Loring, Bill 

Loring, Lois Hunt, Dori McManus, Beth 
Miller, Nicole 
O’Connors, Patrick 
O’Connors, Mary 
Perry, Ken Perry, 
Kirsten Peterson, 
Reyna Sampson, 
John Sarver, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley,  David 
Szen, Pam Szen, 
John Tuthill, Don 
Winkley and Gail 
Winkley. 

 
 

 

Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

https://www.thefactsite.com/2009/06/pinokios-paradox.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/

