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The Sword of the 
Spirit was started 

in 1954 by the Rev. 
A. Pierce Middleton 

"H ow good and pleasant it is when God's people dwell together in 

unity."           Psalm 133:1 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

L ast Tuesday evening, we were privileged to host a prayer and praise 

service for our over twenty Jericho Partnership churches.  Thank 

you to all who contributed to this wonderful evening of Christian unity 

across our diversity. 

 

Between the playing 

of the ancient shofar 

(ram's horn), our 

amazing worship 

team from our 

church, and the 

many prayers, God 

was glorified, our 

chief aim. 

 

Across 

denominational 

lines, St. Paul's is increasingly engaging our wider community as a 

presence of Christ-centered openness, love and service.  May our unity 

build, as we increasingly become one, as Jesus pr ayed we would be. 

 

Faithfully, 

 

St. Paul’s Church 
174 Whisconier Road 

Brookfield, Connecticut   06804 
(203) 775-9587 

www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com 
 

The Rev. Joseph Shepley, Rector 
Beth Miller, Parish Office Coordinator 

May Our Unity Build  May Our Unity Build  May Our Unity Build     

 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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 World Vision: 
Loving Your 
Neighbor as 

Yourself 
 

 

I n the Parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37), Jesus responds to the 
question “Who is my neighbor?” with a story that challenges his audience to 

rethink their traditional alliances and assumptions. The work of World Vision, a 
Christian humanitarian organization, is grounded in this inclusive teaching of 
Jesus. Founded in 1950, World Vision currently helps over 4 million children in 
nearly 100 countries. The organization works with children, families, and their 

communities to reach their full potential by 
tackling the causes of poverty and injustice. 
World Vision provides emergency assistance 
to children and families affected by disasters 
and conflict, partners with communities for 
long-term solutions to alleviate poverty, and 
advocates for justice on behalf of the poor. 
World Vision is one of the many ministries 
St. Paul’s supports. For more information on 
this global humanitarian organization and to 
learn how you can get involved, please go to 
www.worldvision.org.  

  Çiğdem Üsekes 

Click Below to 

Click Below to 

†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, July 27 - 5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Crocker Hall 

Sat, July 29 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Bridgewater Village Store 

  9:30 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 

Sun, July 30 -  Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Summer Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (LiveStream) 

Mon, July 31 - 7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall  (LiveStream) 

Tue, Aug   1 - 5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Crocker Hall 

  7:00 pm - Communication Committee 

Wed, Aug   2 - 10:00 am - Holy Communion & Healing 

Thu, Aug   3 - 5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 pm - Mission Committee, Guild Room 

  7:30 pm - Property Committee, Classroom 

Sat, Aug   5 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Bridgewater Village Store 

  9:30 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 

Sun, Aug   6 -  The Transfiguration of Our Lord 

  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Summer Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (LiveStream) 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
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†  Dysfunction Junction, What’s Your Unction? 
 

When morning came, there was Leah! 
So he said to Laban, “What is this you have done to me? 

Wasn't it for Rachel that I worked for you? 
Why have you deceived me????" 

 Genesis 29:25 - Holman Christian Standard Bible -  emphasis added 
 

         by John Tuthill 
 

L ies!  Deceits!  and Terrible Trickeries, (oh my!).  Here is a family in our Old 
Testament reading this Sunday (Genesis 29: 15-28) which is seemingly marinating 

in the juices of its own major malfunction.  And, it was through THIS family our Lord Jesus 
Christ would be born?!?  Yes.  Through this 
family.  Down through the Tribe of Judah.  
Jesus came at precisely the right time and came 
offering for us the complete salvation (John 
3:16, Luke 2:10) - evidently enormously needed 
by all. 

No innocent parties are to be found in this 
text; Jacob, Leah, Rachel, Uncle Laban, and the 
two handmaids thrown in as wedding presents 
each take part in the deceit.  Leah remained 
silent during the night of deception, Rachel went 
along with it, Uncle Laban (while pretending the 
part of nice-guy) came up with the idea to begin 
with, and, even Jacob seemingly hoped that his 

overly-extravagant offer of working seven years to marry 
Rachel might be shortened by Laban - no, all concerned 
needed a Savior - just as we all do (Romans 3:10). 
God's love for us is beyond imagining.  Jesus entering into 
 His creation as one of us gives us a glimmer of the height, 
breadth, width and depth, but only as far as we can imagine it.  
"This man welcome sinners and eats with them!," said the 
religious leaders of Jesus' day (Luke 15:1-4).  But Jesus said 
elsewhere, "I have not come to call the righteous, but 
sinners" (Matthew 9:13).  Without condoning the sin of the 
world, and, of course, never taking part in it, Jesus lived and 
died and rose again to show (as no one else ever could) "God's 
kindness is intended to lead you to repentance" (Romans 2:4).  
"For God so loved the world..." (John 3:16) 
            Thanks be to God! 
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C ome to an exciting time to learn how to talk and how to witness about God to the 

world.  Our guide is “Becoming a Contagious Christian” by Mark Mittelburg.  

Books available at ChristianBookSore.com or through Barnes & Noble for $10.95 plus 

tax.  Our class will be six weeks on Saturday evenings from 7-10 pm, beginning on 

September 9th through October 14th.  They will be held at the home of Mrs. Susan Balla, 

2 North Pleasant Rise, Brookfield.  Contact Sue at sballa@snet.net or (203) 775-9650 or 

(203) 017-9845.  Sue will supply the coffee is someone else will supply dessert.  There 

will be laughter, talking, videos to watch, singing and praying. 

 

†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

Thursday, July 27th 
 

William Reed Huntington 
Priest, 1909 

 

“F irst presbyter of the Church,” was the well-deserved, if unofficial, title of the sixth 
rector of Grace Church, New York City.  Huntington provided a 

leadership characterized by breadth, generosity, scholarship, and boldness.  He 
was the acknowledged leader in the House of Deputies of the Episcopal Church’s 
General Convention during a period of intense stress and conflict within the 
Church.  His reconciling spirit helped preserve the unity of the Episcopal Church 
in the painful days after the beginning of the schism, led by the Assistant Bishop 
of Kentucky, which resulted in the formation of the Reformed Episcopal Church. 

In the House of Deputies, of which he was a member from 1871 until 1907, 
Huntington showed active and pioneering vision in making daring proposals.  As 
early as 1871, his motion to revive the primitive order of “deaconesses” began a 
long struggle which culminated in 1889 in canonical authorization for that order.  
Huntington’s parish immediately provided facilities for this new ministry, and Huntington 
House became a training center for deaconesses and other women workers in the Church. 

Christian unity was Huntington’s great passion throughout his ministry.  In his book, The 
Church Idea (1870), he attempted to articulate the essentials of Christian unity.  The grounds 
he proposed as a basis for unity were presented to, and accepted by, the House of Bishops in 
Chicago in 1886, and, with some slight modification, were adopted by the Lambeth 
Conference in 1888.  The “Chicago-Lambeth Quadrilateral” has become a historic landmark 
for the Anglican Communion.  It is included on pages 876–878 of the Book of Common 
Prayer, among the Historical Documents of the Church. 

In addition to his roles as ecumenist and statesman, Huntington is significant as a 
liturgical scholar.  It was his bold proposal to revise the Prayer Book that led to the revision 
of 1892, providing a hitherto unknown flexibility and significant enrichment.  His Collect 
for Monday in Holy Week, now used also for Fridays at Morning Prayer, is itself an 
example of skillful revision.  In it he takes two striking clauses from the exhortation to the 
sick in the 1662 Prayer Book, and uses them as part of a prayer for grace to follow the Lord 
in his sufferings. 

 
 
 
 
What did Jeremiah give to Elasah and Gemariah 
to take with them to the exiles 
in Babylon? 
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†  ‘From where, then, does wisdom come?’ 

And where is the place of understanding?” 
 

W here is Wisdom?  It’s right here at the Men’s Bible Study.  Human suffering, 

divine sovereignty and the quest to understand God's will: these are topics we 

wrestle with in our Book of Job study each Monday from 7-8 pm.   

†  Art in the Christian Tradition 
Detail on Pearls 

1595 
Caravaggio 

Galleria Doria Pamphilj, Rome 
 

I n this week’s Gospel, 
the parable of the 

priceless pearl led us to this 
painting called the Penitent 
Mary Magdalene by 
Caravaggio. 

The jewelry and the 
stoppered liquor bottle on 
the floor show the life Mary 
Magdalene has left behind.  
She now wants to repent her 
sins.  A tear runs down her 
face. 

It is said that Caravaggio 
used a prostitute as model 
for this painting.  She is 
dressed in contemporary 
clothing. 

http://www.doriapamphilj.it/roma/en/
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The Jericho Partnership is 
seeking more mentors.  For 
more information contact 
Fr. Joe or Sir Arthur. 

The Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study will be studying, ECCLESIASTES, starting 
Tuesday, September 12th at 9:15 am in the Guild Room. 

We all want our lives to matter, so we try to find significance through worldly pursuits.  
We might even feel satisfied for a time.  But when those 
moments fade - and they always do - the emptiness returns.  
As long as we look at life from a human perspective, nothing 
really matters.  The book of Ecclesiastes helps up look beyond 
our limited point of view to see God's reign in the world and 
figure out what our lives mean. 
Please join us in study on Tuesday's from 9:15 - 11 am.  
Please register by August 18th by emailing Debbi Pomeroy at 
debbi415@aol.com.  Workbooks are $10. 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“We know that all things work for good for those 
who love God, who are called according to his purpose.” 

   - Romans 8:28 
 

D o you really trust God?  Do you believe that all 
things work for good?  Faith is a challenge for 

everyone at times.  Putting our trust in God, in everything 
we do, means that God’s plan for our lives may be 
different than our plan.  When one door closes, another 
one opens.  Trust in God, His plan is always better. 

H eaven’s imperial rule, also known as the 
kingdom of heaven, seems like a pretty 

interesting and exciting place to be.  The faithful 
Christian is one who does what they can to help this 
part of God’s dream come closer to reality each and 
every day.  How are you helping it come about? 
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†  Scholarly Speaking 

 

Good and Evil 
 

I  am glad to be back with you again.  A combination of pneumonia and 

travel have limited my time at the keyboard, but I seem to be reasonably 

functional again.  To start us off, we have a query from a parishioner: 

“Do you think good and evil can exist without each other?  It seem to me you need the 
opposite ends.  To know good you must know evil and vice versa.  What is your thinking 
Vicar extraordinaire?” 

This question has attracted the attention of philosophers, theologians, and 

ordinary thinking people* for millennia, producing a number of approaches.  

Two significant examples are noted below. 

One common view is dualism,† where separate deities, good and evil, are 

seen to be in a struggle for dominance.  The Persian prophet 

Zoroaster (ca. 600 BC) taught a somewhat watered down 
dualism in which the good creator God (Ahura Mazda) was 

opposed by a destructive spirit (later personified as Ahriman or 

devil) that had an independent existence, but also taught that 

the forces of good would prevail – similar in this respect to 

Jewish-Christian teaching, and probably a source for it.‡ 

A purer dualism can be found in Manichæism (also Persian 

but 3rd c. AD), which for a time claimed the young St. 

Augustine as an adherent.  Here good (identified with light 

and spirit) and evil (darkness and matter) were originally 

entirely separate but were then drawn into a continuing 

battle with some doubt as to the final outcome.  For a time 

this view was a major rival to Christianity, and also 

influenced other religious groups including some Gnostic 

Christian sects.§ 
 There is, however a Biblical 

approach that shares the concept of struggle with 

both of these, and also shares the Zoroastrian of 

ultimate victory for the forces of good.  But Scripture 

does not treat evil as an independent reality; rather it 

is the result of a rebellion against the good.  Thus in 

Genesis 1 all of God’s creation is declared good, and 

evil appears only Genesis 3 when Eve and then Adam 

rebel by eating the forbidden fruit.  Revelation tells of 

a still earlier rebellion in heaven.  Although Genesis 

does not say so, the serpent who tempted Eve is often traditionally associated 

with Satan who is described in Revelation as “that ancient serpent.”  
Based on this understanding, I would answer the question by saying that 

good can exist alone but evil exists only as a corruption of the good – which in 
turn makes it possible (or at least easy) to recognize the good as such. 

 - Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence  
______________________________________________________ 
*  As exemplified by Gilbert and Sullivan’s Private Willis in Iolanthe (scroll to song at the 

beginning of Act II). 
† In modern usage the term is most commonly used of the 
view that mind and body are distinct and independent of 
each other, in contrast to monism, which hold that they are 

simply two parts of one whole.  Historically, however, it 
applied to any pair of competing realities that were seen as 
separate and (approximately) equal. 
‡ Wikipedia, s.v. Zoroastrianism.  Recovered 7/20/17 
§ Wikipedia, s.v. Manichæism.  Recovered 7/20/17 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=367527250
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=367527444
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=367527773
http://www.gsarchive.net/iolanthe/iollib.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zoroastrianism#Theology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manichaeism#General
mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
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TheThe  

Rector’sRector’s  

ForumForum  
T he Rector's Forum is currently studying Ecclesiastes, led 

by Jay Trott.  As we explore Ecclesiastes, we see that the 

writer was ready for Christ!  Ecclesiastes is an entirely unique 

book in the Bible - a book of pure philosophy.  The purpose of 

pure philosophy is to find happiness, but what Ecclesiastes (or 

Solomon) found was something very different.  No achievement 

and no pleasure has any meaning without Christ; that is, without 

life.  It is a profound and sobering book, just as relevant now as the 

day it was written.  And in the end it is also a practical book with 

sound advice about how to live a good life. 

 

 

 

†  You Can Help  

T he second Saturday of each month a 

group from St. Paul’s volunteers at 

the Jericho Food & Clothing Pantry on 

Spring Street in Danbury.  Please consider 

signing up by emailing Laurie DoBosh 

ldobosh@tcco.com.  The pantry is also look-

ing for donations of reusable grocery bags 

and plastic bags for the clients to put their 

food in.  We are also looking for coloring 

books and crayons for the children who 

come with their parents to the pantry (gently 

used is accepted) and travel size toiletries 

you usually find at hotels are also needed.  

Please place donations in Crocker Hall bin 

marked Jericho (left hand brown bin).  

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 

July 30th 8 am - Karen & David Greeley 10:30 am - Sandy Chadwick 
Aug   5th 8 am - Lori O’Hara    10:30 am - Beth Beck 
Aug 12th 8 am - Cindy & Peter Maier 10:30 am - Connie Williams 

Contact Mary Allen at 

203-775-6633 or 

chamla@charter.net. 

“F or I am convinced that neither 
death, nor life, nor angels, nor 

rulers, nor things present, nor things to 
come, nor powers, nor height, nor anything 
else in all creation, will be able to separate 
us from the love of God in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.”  
The big “but” here is that 
we need to accept that 
offer of eternal grace with 
loving and thankful hearts, 
and respond to his 
awesome promise by, in 
turn, living lives dedicated 
to serving him and those in 
the world around us in his 
name. 

†  Happy Birthday to You!Happy Birthday to You!Happy Birthday to You! 
 

F riday is the big day for Alexandra Barbieri.  Throw a party on Saturday 

for Mary Ellen Olivieri.  Michele O’Hara will be blowing out candles 

on Sunday.  Bake a cake for Ethan Zambello, Kenneth Davidson & Mary 

Allen on Tuesday.  Bonnie Wanzer, Connie Williams & Doug Melody 

will be opening presents on Wednesday.  Have a blessed day everyone 

mailto:ldobosh@tcco.com
mailto:Hi%20Dave. %20Could%20you%20please%20add%20that%20we%20needs%20Coffee%20Hour%20hCHAMLA@CHARTER.NET
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Holy Land Revisited 

†  The Most Important Discoveries - Part 1   
 

E veryone enjoys the mystery of a puzzle, trying to sort out the pieces to make the big 
picture on the front of the box.  Archaeology is the puzzle of all puzzles, trying to 

solve history’s mysteries after centuries spent in hiding.  There is probably no other place on 
earth that has as many archaeological wonders discovered each year as Israel.  In fact, there 
is so much history there that there are significant discoveries made nearly every week. 

Trying to list the top archaeological finds in Israel is nearly impossible, as every one 
smacks of some importance, but here are the ones that cannot be overlooked from a biblical 
viewpoint.  This list is by no means exhaustive or authoritative, but these are some of the 
most significant finds, and definite stops you’ll want to add to your itinerary. 

The Dead Sea Scrolls 
The scrolls discovered at Qumran in the late forties are arguably the most important find 

ever made in Israel.  This is a bold statement, but it stands up for two reasons.  First, they 
contained parts of every Old Testament book in the Bible (except for Esther) in huge 
numbers (almost 900).  Second, they were the oldest manuscripts ever found.  They 

confirmed the reliability of the earliest copies of the Old 
Testament from the Jewish Massorete scribes in the 9th 
and 10th centuries A.D.  These copies, when compared 
to the Dead Sea Scrolls of the Essenes over 1,000 years 
earlier, were nearly identical!  Most of the scrolls can be 
seen at the Israel Museum (The Shrine of the Book) or 
at the Rockefeller Museum.  This find established the 
veracity of everything else. 

The Jesus Boat 
 This is the only fishing boat ever recovered from the 
Sea of Galilee that dates from the time of Jesus, 
between 100 B.C. and 100 A.D.  The 27-foot long boat 
was found along the shoreline of the Sea of Galilee 
during a severe drought in 1986.  It is almost eight feet 
wide, and about four and a half feet high, with an 
estimated crew of about a dozen men.  Fore and aft 
sections were most likely decked and it had a mast, 
meaning it could be both sailed and rowed depending 
on the weather.  Today you can see the restored “Jesus 
Boat” at the Yigal Alon Center (operated by the 
Kibbutz Ginosar) on the western side of the Sea of 

Galilee.  It is flat out remarkable! 
Peter’s Home 

Opposite the third century synagogue in Capernaum, an amazing structure built on top of 
the original synagogue foundation that Jesus would have used, is the home of the Apostle 
Peter.  A modern Catholic church has been built over the top of the circular foundation of 
Peter’s home, which at first may seem obtrusive, but it has actually helped preserve the 
stonewalls from the harsh environment.  The spacecraft-like church is elevated, so you can 
clearly see the ruins from ground level and also from above, because it has a glass floor that 
allows a bird’s eye view of Peter’s home below.  Extensive renovations, rare plastered 
rooms, a two-story arch, a central hall, and large storage jars with oil lamps instead of 
normal cooking pots indicate that this home became a church, as do the hundreds of 

(Continued on page 11) 

Joe Bernardo, who traveled 

to Israel with us in 2013, is 

standing in front of the 

Qumran caves. 
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Christian inscriptions found on the walls. 
The Walls of Jericho 

Excavations at Jericho during the 1930’s revealed a startling confirmation of the Bible’s 
strange account in Joshua.  The finds made at 
Jericho corroborated that the walls fell outward, 
toward the attackers (6:20), and that also enabled 
them to use the rubble as ramps to go up and into 
Jericho.  Evidence from all other archeological digs 
of ancient cities show that city walls always fall 
inwards because attackers push their way against 
them, making the discovery at Jericho rare.  
Archaeologists also found charred wheat jars inside 
(6:24), which set the time correctly in spring when 
the harvest had already occurred (3:15, 5:10-11).  
It’s strange that this valuable grain was even still 
there (6:18).  The large quantity of grain meant a 
short siege, and should not have been left behind, 
but all of these discoveries attest to the biblical 
narrative. 

The Tel Dan Stele of David 
The existence of King David was doubted for many years, and this ninth-century B.C. 

inscription gave us the first historical evidence of King David.  In 1993, archeologists at Tel 
Dan in northern Israel found a fragment of a stone inscription 
that clearly said “House of David” and confirmed David as 
“King of Israel.”  Two more fragments were found the next 
summer that completed the Aramaic inscription, which 
bragged about a victory over Jewish horsemen and charioteers.  
Most scholars think the stone refers to Hazael of Damascus 
when he defeated both King Ahaziah and King Jehoram. 

The Pontius Pilate Stone 
 Critics who saw no archaeological evidence for Pilate’s 
governorship (26-37 A.D.) were finally silenced in 1961 when 
a large stone was found in the ruins of the theatre at Caesarea.  
It had an inscription on it that was part of a larger dedication 
to “Tiberius” from “Pontius Pilate, Prefect of Judea.”  A 
replica of this re-purposed stone from the theater is at 
Caesarea, and the original is in the Israel Museum in 
Jerusalem. 

(Continued from page 10) Important Discoveries 

We visited 

Jericho on our 

Holy Land trip 

this past 

winter. 
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Angelus and Hail Mary 
 

†  Electronic Giving 

S aint Paul’s is pleased to announce the introduction of an electronic option for making 
regular offerings.  Contributions can now be debited automatically from your 

checking/savings account or your credit/debit card.  Our new electronic giving program 
offers convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our 
congregation.  There is no cost to you to use this system.  Also there will be no changes if 
you choose to still use your present method of giving.  The system is simple using the 
following steps on our website.   Sign on to the church website at 
www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.  Click on the blue “Give Online” button at the top left of 
the home page.  Click on the “Create Profile” button to create your unique on line profile.  
After you have created your profile, follow the on line instructions to schedule your 
contribution.  If you have any questions, please contact Chuck Allen at 203-775-6633 or 
treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. 

†  Yes We Can! 
 

A s part of our outreach, St. Paul’s 
donates gift cards and non-

perishable items to six area food pantries.  
The non-perishable items are provided by 
our generous congregation and are 

truly appreciated.  Donations for 
the food pantry can be left in 
the basket at the back of the 
church and blessed during the 
Offertory.  Delivery is made 
to a different area food 

pantry each month.  Thank you. 

Name Tags - Remember how 
awkward you felt when you first 
came to St. Paul’s because you 
didn’t know anyone or when you 
visit a different church?  Name tags 
help.  So, please be courteous to your fellow 
parishioners, to newcomers, visiting clergy and guests 
by extending a warm welcome to them and by 
wearing your name tag.  And remember to wear 
them to coffee hour as well. 

John 21:12 Group 

  The weekly John 21:12 group will meet 

at the Bridgewater 

Village Store on 

the next two 

Saturdays, July 

29th & August 5th 

at 7:30 am.  All are 

welcome. 

†  Pray It Up 
 

N otice the Red and White prayer 

request cards in the pew?  Each 

Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the red 

bowl on the table on the way to communion.  

Then take a card from the bowl either right 

then or after service.  Pray for that request 

for one 

week.  How 

comforting 

to know 

that your 

request is 

being 

prayed for 

and that 

you are 

praying 

for someone else’s!  You might just be 

praying for the person sitting next to you!  Or, 

if you’d prefer - please send your request to St. 

Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!   

http://www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
mailto:treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
http://biblehub.com/john/21-12.htm
mailto:prayingnow2@gmail.com
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

Rapid Growth from Small Beginnings 
 

 Genesis 29:15-28 

I n our sequential reading from Genesis, Jacob meets his match in his future father-
in-law, the deceptive Laban.  We encounter the cultural power of custom, here 

applied to women when it is deemed inappropriate to marry off the younger daughter 
Rachel before the elder daughter Leah.  God makes no overt appearance in these events, 
though God’s promise is at work even in the unlikely interactions of an exploitative 
father-in-law, two competitive sisters, and the compromised patriarch Jacob. 

 Psalm 105:1-11, 45b 
A hymn of praise celebrating God’s forming of a people through 

the generations. 
 Romans 8:26-39 
In this lection Paul expresses his great confidence that God is for 

us, making love known to humankind through the sacrifice of the 
Son and the help of the Spirit.  The Spirit pleads with God for us, 
interceding when words fail.  We learn that God works for good 
with those called according to God’s purpose.  Nothing, therefore, 
can separate us from the love of One who did not withhold from us 
the divine Son.  Neither mortal distress nor supernatural power can 
separate us from such love. 

 Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 
Our gospel is five of Jesus’ short parables: the mustard seed, the 

leaven, the hidden treasure, the priceless pearl, and the net.  They suggest how the action 
of God’s reign is realized.  What seems insignificant is suddenly of great importance.  It is 
like a marvelous gift which one seizes upon joyfully and for which all else is willingly 
sacrificed.  
The kingdom 
takes all kinds, 
and the 
sorting out 
must await the 
end.  Wise 
servants will 
recognize 
treasure both 
old and new. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   
   

S top running.  Be still and know that I am 

God.  To replay all our sermons, audio and 

videos follow this link for The Sunday Sermons.  

Check out our sermon archives as well. 

Matthew 13:31-33; 44-52 

Even those who are accustomed 

to finding and trading fine things 

might still encounter a life-

changing experience.  Even 

those involved in the church all 

their lives might still be 

transformed in ways beyond their 

imagining.  

 

 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp12_RCL.html#OldTest1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp12_RCL.html#Psalm1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp12_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp12_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2015.html
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Fr. George Hall, Brenda Darling, Jean Stauffer, and other parishioners 
convalescing in extended care facilities. 
…..Iglesia Betania, Norwalk; St. Paul’s, Norwalk; Christ Episcopal, Norwich. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
......Environmental Ministry Networks, eco‐justice work; community gardens. 
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Ed Licence, Joe & Barbara Hock, Sue 
Balla, Rose Barrett, Lorraine Estok, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Teresa 
Stacchiotti, Mary DeAnzeris, Michele Sarver & Lee Rybos, continued healing.  .....the 
safe return of Denise’s dog. 
.....the people of Norway; the people of the Republic of Haiti; the Diocese of North Kigezi - 
(Uganda) The Rt Revd Benon Magezi ; and our sister and brother members of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Latvia. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.  Pray also 
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping 
service. 
.....Bethel Community Food Pantry, the recipient of our food basket collections for the 
month of June. 
.....Faith Church, New Milford, a congregational partner of the Jericho Partnership. 
.....Joe, who is undergoing treatment for Lymphoma & Rhonda, healing of cancer. 
.....Care of Children. 
.....Rose Barrett, speedy recovery to her wrist from a recent fall. 
.....Cathy Schrull, healing, and peace and comfort during her treatments. 
…..Denise, quick healing to avoid a serious operation 

†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Fr. George Hall, Brenda Darling, Jean Stauffer, and 
other parishioners convalescing in extended care facilities. 
.....St. Peter’s, South Windsor; Epiphany, Southbury; St. 
Paul’s, Southington. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
.....Liturgical assistants serving in parishes: lectors, lay 
readers, Eucharistic ministers, Eucharistic visitors, lay 
evangelists, and vergers. 
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Ed Licence, Joe & Barbara Hock, Sue 
Balla, Rose Barrett, Lorraine Estok, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Teresa 
Stacchiotti, Mary DeAnzeris, Paul Kovacs, Michele Sarver & Lee Rybos, continued 
healing.  .....the safe return of Denise’s dog. 
.....the people of Yemen; the people of the Republic of Lithuania; the Diocese of Pacong - 
(Bahr El Ghazal, Sudan) The Rt Revd Joseph Maker Atot; and our sister and brother 
members of the Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.  Pray also 
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping 
service. 
…..Victory Christian Center, Danbury and their Food Pantry, which is the recipient of our 
food basket collections for the month of August. 
.....French Speaking Baptist Church, Danbury, a congregational partner of the Jericho 
Partnership. 
.....Rhonda, healing of cancer. 
.....Those We Love. 
.....Rose Barrett, speedy recovery to her wrist from a recent fall. 
.....Cathy Schrull, healing, and peace and comfort during her treatments. 
.....Denise, quick healing to avoid a serious operation. 
.....Linda, dealing with loss, lost and needing prayer. 
.....Susan, complete healing & recovery from her cancer treatments. 

 

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You Think 
 

Back Issues 
of Sword 

Points 
 
 

Faith: A 
Short Film   

   
2 Corinthians 
5:7 says "we 
walk by faith, 
not by sight" .    

Summer Sunday School meets each 
week at 10:30 am.  Join the fun! 

http://www.bethelcommunitypantry.org/
http://www.bethelcommunitypantry.org/
https://stpeters-sw.org/
http://www.epiphanysouthbury.org/
http://stpaulsouthington.weebly.com/
http://stpaulsouthington.weebly.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yemen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lithuania
http://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=sudan&dio=pacong&pos=bishop-of-pacong&posID=18580
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Free_Presbyterian_Church_of_Scotland
http://www.gmvcc.com/
http://www.gmvcc.com/Outreach.html
http://www.churchfinder.com/churches/ct/danbury/french-speaking-baptist-chapel-danbury
http://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/54.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2-QJYS9Vg7c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2-QJYS9Vg7c
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Mail…..Send us photos and info about your travels, your home group, your pets, your 

sports teams to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

August Lay Schedule 

 

Lectors and Intercessors, please remember to check in before the 

service in the Vesting Room.  Thank You! 

August 20th 
 

8:00 AM 

Welcoming:  Sue Balla 

Acolyte:  Jack Powell 

Lector:  Genesis 45:1-1  Mary Perry 

Intercessor:  Dorothy Crocker 

Lay Reader:  Harlan Jessup 

Lay Reader:  Mike Kirner 

Psalm 133     Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 
 

10:30 AM 

Welcoming:  Sandra Visser / Laurie DoBosh 

Acolyte:  Joe Bernardo 

Lector:  Genesis 45:1-1  Bob Cutting 

Intercessor:  John Tuthill 

Lay Reader:  JoAnn Harnak 

Lay Reader:  Jim Castronova 

Psalm 133     Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 

 

 August 13th 
 

8:00 AM 

Welcoming:  Pam Szen / Sue Balla 

Acolyte:  Jack Powell 

Lector:  Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28  Pam Szen 

Intercessor:  John Tuthill 

Lay Reader:  Ray Ferro 

Lay Reader:  Don Winkley 

Psalm 105, 1-6, 16-22, 45b     Romans 10:5-15 
 

10:30 AM 

Welcoming:  Laurie DoBosh / Sandra Visser 

Acolyte:  Joe Bernardo 

Lector:  Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28  Mary Perry 

Intercessor:  Mary Perry 

Lay Reader:  Jim Castronova 

Lay Reader:  Joe Bernardo 

Psalm 105, 1-6, 16-22, 45b     Romans 10:5-15 

 

August 6th 
 

8:00 AM 

Welcoming:  Cindy & Peter Maier 

Acolyte:  JoAnn Hornak 

Lector:  Exodus 34:29-35  Mary Perry 

Intercessor:  Linda Pendergast 

Lay Reader:  Dave Baskett 

Lay Reader:  Phyllis Baskett 

Psalm 99     2 Peter 1:13-21 

 

10:30 AM 

Welcoming:  Laurie DoBosh / Sandra Visser 

Acolyte:  Stephanie Bernardo 

Lector:  Exodus 34:29-35  Ray Ferro 

Intercessor:  Ray Ferro 

Lay Reader:  Joe Bernardo 

Lay Reader:  Jim Castronova 

Psalm 99     2 Peter 1:13-21 

August 27th 
Healing Sunday 

8:00 AM 

Welcoming:  Joyce & John Sarver 

Acolyte:  JoAnn Hornak 

Lector:  Exodus 1:8-2:10  Mary Perry 

Intercessor:  Mary Perry 

Lay Reader:  Phyllis Baskett 

Lay Reader:  Dave Baskett 

Psalm 124     Romans 12:1-8 

 

10:30 AM 

Welcoming:  Sue Balla / Sandra Visser 

Acolyte:  Jack Meyer 

Lector:  Exodus 1:8-2:10  Ray Ferro 

Intercessor:  Ray Ferro 

Lay Reader:  Mike Chengeri 

Lay Reader:  Joe Bernardo 

Psalm 124     Romans 12:1-8 

 

mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp15_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp15_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp15_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp15_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp14_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp14_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp14_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp14_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp14_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp14_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC/HolyDays/Transfig.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC/HolyDays/Transfig.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC/HolyDays/Transfig.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC/HolyDays/Transfig.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp16_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp16_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp16_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp16_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp16_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp16_RCL.html#nt1
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August 2017 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 
 
5:45 pm  Boot Camp 
 

7:30 pm -  
Communications 

Committee 
 

2 
 
10:00 am  Holy  

Communion & 
 Healing 

3 
 
5:45 pm  Boot Camp 
 

7:30 pm - Mission 
Committee 

 

7:30 pm - Property 
Committee 

4 5 
 
7:30 am  Men’s  

        Prayer Breakfast 
 

7:30 am  John 21:12 
 Group 

 

9:30 am  PraiseMoves 

6   Transfigura-
tion 
 
8:00 am  Traditional  

Communion 
9:30 am  Rector’s Forum 
10:30 am  Sunday School 
10:30 am  Contemporary 

Communion 
 
 

7 
 
10:00 am  Christian 

 Caring 
 

7:00 pm  Stephen  
               Ministry 

 

7:00 pm  Men’s Bible 
Study 

8 
 
5:45 pm  Boot Camp 
 

 

9 
 
10:00 am  Holy  

Communion & 
 Healing 

 

7:00 pm - Staff Meeting 
 

7:30 pm - Vestry Meeting 

10 
 
5:45 pm  Boot Camp 
 

 

11 12 
 
7:30 am  Men’s  

        Prayer Breakfast 
 

7:30 am  John 21:12 
 Group 

 

9:30 am  PraiseMoves 
 

10:00 am  Jericho Food 
 Pantry 

13   10 Pentecost 
 
8:00 am  Traditional  

Communion 
9:30 am  Rector’s Forum 
10:30 am  Sunday School 
10:30 am  Contemporary 

Communion 
 

14 
 
7:00 pm  Men’s Bible 

Study 

 

15   St. Mary 
the Virgin 

 
5:45 pm  Boot Camp 
 

16 
 
10:00 am  Holy  

Communion & 
 Healing 

17 
 
5:45 pm  Boot Camp 

18 19 
 
7:30 am  Men’s  

        Prayer Breakfast 
 

7:30 am  John 21:12 
 Group 

 

9:30 am  PraiseMoves 

20   11 Pentecost 
 
8:00 am  Traditional  

Communion 
9:30 am  Rector’s Forum 
10:30 am  Sunday School 
10:30 am  Contemporary 

Communion 

21 
 
7:00 pm  Stephen  

               Ministry 
 

7:00 pm  Men’s Bible 
Study 

22 
 
5:45 pm  Boot Camp 
 

23 
 
10:00 am  Holy  

Communion & 
 Healing 

24   St. Bartholo-
mew 
 
5:45 pm  Boot Camp 
 
 

25 26    
 
7:30 am  Men’s  

        Prayer Breakfast 
 

7:30 am  John 21:12 
 Group 

 

9:30 am  PraiseMoves 
 

10:30 am  St. Paul’s 
 Quilters 

27   12 Pentecost 
Healing Sunday 

 
8:00 am  Traditional  

Communion 
9:30 am  Rector’s Forum 
10:30 am  Sunday School 
10:30 am  Contemporary 

Communion 

28 
 
7:00 pm  Men’s Bible 

Study 

29 
 
5:45 pm  Boot Camp 
 

30 
 
10:00 am  Holy  

Communion & 
 Healing 

31 
 
5:45 pm  Boot Camp 
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†  It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks 
Sword Points: 

 

M ary Allen, Chris Barrett, Carol Ferro, 
Steve Hemming, Diane Loring, Bill 

Loring, Lois Hunt, Dori McManus, Beth Miller, 
Nicole O’Connors, 
Patrick O’Connors, 
Mary Perry, Ken Perry, 
Kirsten Peterson, Reyna 
Sampson, John Sarver, 
Joe Shepley, Tara 
Shepley,  David Szen, 
Pam Szen, John Tuthill, 
Don Winkley and Gail 
Winkley. 

 
 

 

Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

Random Fact of 

the Week! 
 

D id you know ... 

that mustard seeds 

are usually roasted until 

they pop ? 

 

A fter last week’s Old Testament reading, one of our Sword Points’ 

photographers discovered that Jacob’s ladder apparently leads to our 

sanctuary.  No report on 

angel sightings. 

https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/

