
   

 †  Cheerio with Common Prayer 

 

“All the believers were together and had everything in common.”  
             

 
Dear Friends, 
 
Greetings from England!  We are here for the week visiting 
our daughter, Sarah, who is studying for the term in a town 
called Leamington, located in a region known as the 
Midlands (an area south of Birmingham).  After trying to 
round up some sheep there without total success, we 
then made our way to Bath, known for its Roman ruins 
centered around the only hot springs in the country, 
and where the Abby (pictured) is known as "the 
lantern of England" for its immense stained glass 
windows, as well as for hosting the consecration 
of King Edgar in the 10th century.  Little known 
fact as well: the British phrase of "cheerio" as a 
form of saying goodbye started in Bath when a 
person would announce that a chair was suddenly 
free ("chair over here") for a standing person to 
take at the various parties in this once bustling 
aristocratic destination. 
 
We are in Penzance at the moment, the 
southwestern tip of the country in the Cornwall 
region (according to local lore France can be seen 
from the shore on a clear day), and soon head northeast toward Oxford, still in search of our 
sister church (or one like it) that inspired our current building in the 1930's. 
 
No report from the UK would be complete without a favorite conversation filler over here: 
the weather.  Since you asked, it is a bit of gentle rain, then mist, then momentary sun, then 
more mist, then some wind, and then repeat.  Being "across the pond" is a reminder that we 
are very closely connected to our Anglican friends who worship just as we do with common 
prayer.  Each church we visit, we say a prayer for our beloved St. Paul's, all of you who 

mean so much to us.  Thank you 
for your prayers, and we look 
forward to being back with you 
next week. 
 
Faithfully, 
 

   www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com (203) 775-9587  October 12, 2017 
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†  Forget-Me-Not 
 

"Remember me, Yahweh, 
with the favor that you show to your people.  Help me when you save them!" 

- Psalm 106:4 World English & ESV Translations 
by John Tuthill 

 

W hy would God remember any of us?  We are over-in-a-heartbeat little specs of 
dust on a pint-sized little planet and there are 

countless others throughout in His cosmos.  Wait, keep 
reading!  Good News is here - He 
promises! 
 The question "Why would God 
care about us and love us?" is a 
profound one.  It pops up throughout 
the Bible on the lips of people in both 
the Old and the New Testaments.  Has 
there ever been a human being able to 
answer such a question?  It cannot be 
because we are so darned lovable all 
of the time (Jeremiah 17:9 talks about 
why).  Paul has us pegged in Romans 3:10-12 when he wrote "No one is 
righteous, no not one; no one understands, no one seeks for God..."  
So...how is it possible for our holy and righteous God, "in Whom there 
is no darkness at all" (1 john 1:5) to love and remember such far-from-
perfect little creatures? 
 1 John 4:8 and 16 both tell us that "God is love."  That is, He does 
not just love, but IS love itself.  Thanks be to God for this - that He IS 

love, which means this fact gets through even to his righteous anger at anything contrary to 
His nature such as sin.  And since it is who God is (love) He displays this which amplifies 
His glory.  "Glory to God in 
the highest," God is worthy 
and deserving of all glory.  
Lavishing His love on us, 
undeserving as we are, shows 
the extent of His "agape" self-
sacrificing love to the greatest 
extent possible.  1 John 4:10 
says that God sent His Son our 
Savior to the cross to fully 
reconcile us back to Him, and 
even more - He draws us to 
Him (John 6:44) because in 
our own fallen anti-agape, we 
would be "too busy" with 
frivolous fluff (as shown in our 
gospel parable this Sunday) 
even to be bothered to accept 
the invitation. god's love is 
PERSONAL.  He loves us 
each fully and individually, 
even when we forget that or go 
after empty distractions.  No 
other "religion" is like the 
experience of God personally 
loving us, as outrageously 
wonderful as that is.  "God is 
love." 

 Thanks be to God!!! 
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T here’s a certain ‘edge’ to this Sunday’s gospel 
story, isn’t there?  “Many are called, but 

few are chosen.”  We know these words only 
too well.  Some even use them jokingly.  
Do you think Jesus was joking?  A 
wise steward will not only listen to 
these words, but take them to 
heart. 

†  Happy Birthday to You!Happy Birthday to You!Happy Birthday to You! 
 

J im Castronova & Joshua Yurcisin celebrate today!  Bake a 

cake for Carolyn O’Hara & Rachel O’Hara on Saturday.  

Jennifer Friedly will be opening presents on Monday.  Tuesday 

is the big day for Ann Allen, Gretchen Barbieri & Bob 

Duckett.  Throw a party on Wednesday for Gary Stein, Bob 

Finn & Bill Schrull.  Have a blessed day everyone! 

How did God initially intend to deal with the Israelites after they worshipped the calf Aaron 

had made?     Exodus 32:7-10 NIV  

 

†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Oct 12 - 7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, Oct 14 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 

  10:00 am - Praise Moves, Guild Room 

  10:00 am - Jericho Food Pantry, Danbury 

Sun, Oct 15 - Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) (Facebook) 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (LiveStream) (Facebook) 

  12:30 pm - St. Paul’s OWN Game Day 

Mon, Oct 16 - 7:00 pm - Stephen Ministry, Guild Room 

  7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall  (LiveStream) (Facebook) 

Tue, Oct 17 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

  6:45 pm - Boy Scout Troop #5, Crocker Hall 

Wed, Oct 18 -   St. Luke, the Evangelist 
  10:00 am - Holy Communion & Healing 

Thu, Oct 19 - 7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, Oct 21 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 

  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 

Sun, Oct 22 -  Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) (Facebook) 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (LiveStream) (Facebook) 

http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Exodus+32:7-10&version=NIV&showfn=yes
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
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†  Seventy-Seven Questions 
 

T he Men’s Bible Study meets every Monday night at 7 

pm in Crocker Hall.  Join us as the Book of Job is 

racing towards its dramatic conclusion.  As always, the 

discussion and testimony is a blessing to all.  Attend in person 

or follow it on LiveStream or Facebook Live. 

†  Seek and Find 
by Steve Hemming 

 

“And you will seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me with all your 
heart .”  Jeremiah 29:13 

 

Because of His everlasting love, God has no desire to play “hide and seek” with us.  
Rather, with lovingkindness He invites you and me to search for Him.  And when we seek 
Him, He will let us find Him (2 Chronicles 15:2). 

The word seek in Hebrew is baqash, which means to diligently look for, to search 
earnestly until the object of the search is located.  How much of your heart is devoted 
towards searching for God?  And how much of it is compelled to pursue things other than 
Him? 

Jesus tells us in Matthew 6:33, “But seek first the kingdom of God and His 
righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.”  So, if after seeking God first we 

will receive all the additional things 
we truly need, why would we not 
search for Him with all our hearts?  
The Word also confirms that “those 
who seek the Lord shall not lack any 
good thing,” (Psalm 34:10) and God 
“is a rewarder of those who 
diligently seek Him” (Hebrews 
11:6). 
 Thankfully, we do not serve a 
God who is beyond our reach.  For 
the Lord is near to all who call upon 
Him, to all who call upon Him in 
truth (Psalm 145:18).  For example, 
the Lord is close to the 
brokenhearted (Psalm 34:18), and a 
very present help in trouble (Psalm 
46:1).  And, it is impossible for us to 

depart from the presence of God, as King David writes in Psalm 139:7-8; “Where can I go 
from Your Spirit?  Or where can I flee from Your presence?  If I ascend into heaven, You 
are there; If I make my bed in hell, behold, You are there” (vs. 7, 8). 

In order to develop an intimate relationship with God, we need to seek Him early and 
often.  We would be well-served to mimic David’s pattern of seeking the Lord first thing 
each morning, as he writes in Psalm 63:1; “O God, You are my God; Early will I seek You; 
My soul thirsts for You; My flesh longs for You In a dry and thirsty land Where there is no 
water.”  And if we are persistent in our pursuit of the Lord, we will be justly rewarded as 
Jesus exhorts us in Matthew 7:7-8; “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; 
knock, and it will be opened to you.  For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks 
finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened.” 

If you haven’t been searching for the Lord with all your heart, prayerfully pursue Him 
more passionately.  In Psalm 105:4, the author encourages us to “Seek the Lord and His 
strength; seek His face continually!”  Are you steadfastly seeking the Lord? 

 

“When You said, “Seek My face,” My heart said to You, “Your face, 
Lord, I will seek.”               Psalm 27:8 
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†  Art in the Christian Tradition 
The Adoration of the Golden Calf 

ca. 1634 
Nicolas Poussin 

 

M oses has been gone a while when the children of Israel ask his brother Aaron for a 
god to lead them; they expect Moses will not be back.  Aaron makes them give up 

their gold earrings, which they proceed to do, to Aaron's amazement.  They then melt the 
jewelry to create the 
image of a Golden 
Calf, at which they 
can worship. 

Poussin shows a 
somewhat hefty calf 
and people gaily 
dancing in front of 
it.  The man in the 
middle is Aaron.  In 
the background, 
Moses and Joshua 
are descending the 
mountain; Moses is 
holding the stone 
tablets with the Ten 
Commandments.  
Moses is about to 
smash them, in a 
rage over their 
idolatry. 



8  

Did you miss last week’s Children’s sermon?  Click here to watch it. 

 

†  Vestry Meeting 
September 13th 

Opening: Mary Perry opened the meeting at 
7:33 with prayer.  Lois Hunt led a Bible 
study on “Why does God allow natural 
disasters?”  George Stowell gave his 
testimony.  He grew up in the Episcopal 
Church and knew two holy people - the 
priest and his mom.  Difficult relationship 
with his father, responded by having an 
adventurous life.  Walked up to a cliff in the 
dark one night and felt a force stopping him 
from going over.  Knows now that was God 
protecting him.  He explored religions, 
seeking and reading.  One day met a man 
handing out tracts.  The other man with him 
asked George “do you know Jesus?” and led 
him in the sinner’s prayer, George looked up 
and the man was glowing purple.  He 
experienced a lot of hurt and trouble growing 

in Christ. He worked very hard to be 
someone and was very successful, trying to 
prove himself to his father.  Finally felt 
acceptance and love from God and let go of 
the pain he felt with his father.  Now knows 
only what we do for God matters.  The 
August minutes were approved as circulated. 
 

Treasurer’s Report: We are in a better 

financial position than 
last year at this time. 
Endowments are doing 
well. 
 

Committee Reports:  Joan 
Boehm reported that Church School is off to 
a good start.  Written reports was submitted 
by George Stowell for Family Life and Adult 
Education. 
 

Rector’s Report: Fr. Shepley is glad to be 
back with us after his vacation.  The word 
that comes to him is surrender; a season of 
subtle, subversive surrender to the ministry 
of evangelism . 
 

Old Business: Policies & Procedures: 
Please go over and comment on additions or 

questions, especially on your own 
areas.  Let Mary or Dave know in 
a week or so.  There was a 
discussion on what to do about the 
dishwasher, a decision was tabled 
until the next meeting. 
 

New Business: The Vestry discussed 
making a donation to hurricane relief; it was 
decided to wait until the current collection is 
completed . 
 

Closing: The meeting was closed with 
prayer at 8:53 pm by Mary Perry. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Lois Hunt, Clerk of the Vestry 

TheThe  

Rector’sRector’s  

ForumForum  

The Rector’s Forum meets every Sunday in the Guild 

Room between services at 9:30 am.  It is currently studying 

Romans.  The study of the Book of Romans has often proven 

to be a life-changing exercise.  Throughout the history of the 

church, lives have been radically transformed through the 

impact of Paul’s Epistle to the Romans.  

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/childrens-sermons.html
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†  You Can Help  

T he second Saturday of each month a group from St. 

Paul’s volunteers at the Jericho Food & Clothing Pantry 

on Spring Street in Danbury.  Please consider signing up by 

emailing Laurie DoBosh ldobosh@tcco.com.  The pantry is also 

looking for donations of reusable grocery bags and plastic bags 

for the clients to put their food in.  We are also looking for 

coloring books and crayons for the children who come with their 

parents to the pantry (gently used is accepted) and travel size 

toiletries you usually find at hotels are also needed.  Please place 

donations in Crocker Hall bin marked Jericho (left hand brown 

bin).  

 

†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

Wednesday, October 18th 
 

St. Luke, the Evangelist 
 

L uke was a Gentile, a physician, and one of Paul’s fellow 
missionaries in the early spread of Christianity through the 

Roman world.  He has been identified as the writer of both the Gospel 
which bears his name, and its sequel, the Acts of the Apostles.  He 
had apparently not known Jesus, but was clearly much inspired by 
hearing about him from those who had known him. 

Luke wrote in Greek, so that Gentiles might learn about the Lord, 
whose life and deeds so impressed him. In the first chapter of his 

Gospel, he makes clear 
that he is offering 
authentic knowledge 
about Jesus’ birth, 
ministry, death, and 
resurrection.  The 
Gospel is not a full 
biography - none of the 
Gospels are - but a 
history of salvation. 
 Only Luke provides the very familiar 
stories of the annunciation to Mary, of her visit 
to Elizabeth, of the child in the manger, the 
angelic host appearing to shepherds, and the 
meeting with the aged Simeon.  Luke includes 
in his work six miracles and eighteen parables 
not recorded in the other Gospels.  In Acts he 
tells about the coming of the Holy Spirit, the 
struggles of the apostles and their triumphs 
over persecution, of their preaching of the 
Good News, and the conversion and baptism of 
other disciples, who would extend the Church 
in future years. 
 Luke was with Paul apparently until the 

latter’s martyrdom in Rome.  What happened to Luke after Paul’s death is unknown.  Early 
tradition has it that he wrote his Gospel in Greece, and that he died at the age of eighty-four 
in Boeotia.  Gregory of Nazianzus says that Luke was martyred, but this testimony is 
doubted by most scholars.  In the fourth century, the Emperor Constantius ordered the 
supposed relics of Luke to be removed from Boeotia to Constantinople, where they could be 
venerated by pilgrims. 

mailto:ldobosh@tcco.com
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 †  Memory 
 

W 
hen the people saw that Moses delayed his return from the mountain, they 
turned to Aaron and pleaded for another god, a visible image to worship with 
burnt offerings and sacrifice, a locus of food and drink, and reveling.  They 

turned with all their heart, mind, soul, and strength to the image of a calf.  They forgot the 
God who saved them.  “They made a calf at Horeb and worshiped a cast image.  They 
exchanged the glory of God for the image of an ox that eats grass. They forgot God, their 
savior, who had 
done great things in 
Egypt” (Ps. 106:19-
21).  And because 
God is jealous, the 
people’s rebellion 
raised the prospect 
that God would turn 
against them in 
judgment.  “The 
Lord said to Moses, 
‘I have seen this 
people, how stiff-
necked they are.  
Now let me alone, so 
that my wrath may 
burn hot against 
them and I may consume them; and of you I will make a great nation’” (Ex. 32:9-10). 

God was about to forget his people until Moses stood in the breach.  Let the people 
remember God and let God remember his people.  “Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, 
your servants, how you swore to them by your own self, saying to them, ‘I will multiply 
your descendants like the stars of heaven, and all this land that I have promised I will give to 
your descendants, and they shall inherit it forever’” (Ex. 32:13).  Of all the good reasons to 
attend a local church, this may be the best.  In the church we remind ourselves who we are as 
sons and daughters of God caught up into the life of Christ, and, strangely, we remind God 
also of the promises he has made.  We remind God, but in so doing he is the chief cause of 
our gathering, our reading together, our prayer, our hymns, our communion in the body and 
blood of Christ, our witness in the world.  God is memory. 

Jesus tells a story.  “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a 
wedding banquet for his son.  He sent his slaves to call those who had been invited to the 
wedding banquet, but they would not come” (Matt. 22:2-3).  Refusal in this case is a kind of 
forgetting.  The invited guests have forgotten the authority of the king, the generosity of the 
invitation, and that the invitation is a veiled command.  They ought to come, but refuse.  
They make light of the invitation and turn instead to farming and business, and they abuse 
and kill the king’s emissaries.  In the ancient world of the Bible, the consequences are clear.  
“The king was enraged.  He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their 
city” (Matt. 22:7).  The story continues.  The king invites everyone, both good and bad, to 
the wedding.  And they come, though one guest is caught without a wedding garment.  
Remember that you are called, but pray that you are chosen, elected to put on the garment of 
Christ.  We may refuse to come to the supper of the Lamb, we may forget, we may turn to 
other cares and other business.  And if we come, we may still forget to take off old Adam 
and put on the new humanity. 

Of all the reasons to attend a local church, remembering may be the most important.  
Remember the God who liberates from the captivity of sin, the flesh, and the devil. 
Remember the God who prepares the feast, issues the invitation, and has garments of new 
life waiting.  And be bold to tell God what he has promised.  Ghostlike, God says - and in 
prayer, we say -  “Remember, remember, remember!” 

 

Look It Up 
Read Isaiah 25:6-7 . 

 

Think About It 
A feast without death.. 
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†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“My God will supply whatever you need…” 
 - Philippians 4:19 

 

G od really does provide for those who are grateful and 
generous.  This is very difficult for people that don’t live a 

stewardship lifestyle to believe.  People are skeptical and say it’s just 
coincidence.  If you are skeptical, try living a stewardship lifestyle for 
just one month - be generous with your gifts of time, talent and 
treasure and see how God provides for your needs. 

Click on ad for Christopher Williams' official music video for 'Do Not Be Afraid' as featured on his new album GATHER, released August 4, 2017. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xABxqLfHA-I&feature=youtu.be
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Holy Land Revisited 

†  David’s Tower   
 

“Your neck is like the tower of David, built with courses of stone; on it hang a thousand 
shields, all of them shields of warriors.”   Song of Solomon 4:4 

 

T 
he Tower of David, also known as the Citadel of Jerusalem, is 
the highest landmark in the Old City and, ironically, has 
nothing to do with King David.  This remarkable structure is a 

walkthrough museum that takes visitors through the history of Jerusalem 
in a unique way.  What better place to see the history of Israel than in a 
fortress that bore witness to almost all of it.  Located on the western side 
of the Old City, near the Jaffa Gate, it presents three walking tours 
amongst the architectural walls that began with the Hasmonean kings in 
the 2nd century B.C., and covers 5,000 years of history. 

The site was chosen for its topography, the highest point on the 
southwestern hill, as a defensive fortification, which has been augmented 
over thousands of years by the early kings of Israel, Romans, Crusaders, 
Muslims, and Turks.  Some of the best views of the city and the Temple 
Mount are here, as well as the opportunity to walk the ancient walls as 
many watchmen have done over the centuries.  These high walls and 
towers are formidable, as is the deep moat that surrounds them (filled in 
by 1898).  Begin your tour on the east side via a bridge that spans the moat to the inner 
gatehouse, built by Suleiman the Magnificent. 

During ancient times this northwest corner was the most vulnerable part of the Upper 
City and the tower and walls were built to protect it, as Josephus recorded: 

“The city of Jerusalem was fortified with three walls, on such parts as were not 
encompassed with unpassable valleys; for in such places it had but one wall.  The city was 
built upon two hills, which are opposite to one another, and have a valley to divide them 
asunder; at which valley the corresponding rows of houses on both hills end.  Of these hills, 
that which contains the upper city is much higher, and in length more direct.  Accordingly, it 
was called the ‘Citadel,’ by king David; he was the father of that Solomon who built this 
temple at the first; but it is by us called the ‘Upper Market-place.’” 

The oldest remains of a city wall lie underground in the bedrock, and date to the 

(Continued on page 13) 
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Monarchy Period.  After the Assyrian invasion, King Hezekiah built a broad wall (2 
Chronicles 32:5) and towers that were later damaged by the Babylonians in 586 B.C. 
(Nehemiah 3:8 and Isaiah 22:9-10). 

Herod the Great built three towers, which he named after his wife (Miriam, who is 
buried in a cave near the tower), a close friend (Hippicus), and his brother (Phasael).  The 
latter tower still stands; the upper and highest part is now an Islamic minaret atop a Crusader 
Hall.  Herod went on to build his palace just south of these towers. 

When Rome took control of Palestine, the Roman Procurator lived in the Herodian 
Palace, and this is where Jesus was tried before Pilate (John 19:13).  During the Great 
Revolt (66-70 A.D.), the Jewish rebels burned the palace.  After Titus put down the 
rebellion, he stationed the famous Tenth Legion here, transferred from the Mount of Olives, 
making it their primary camp (they also captured Masada).  Clay water pipes with their LXF 
seal were found in excavations in the courtyard (LXF stands for Legio X Fretensis).  This 
was the only structure Titus left standing as a monument to the valor of his soldiers. 

The fortress continued to be enhanced by each conquering foe.  In 638 A.D., the 
Muslims overran the city and added to the walls with its capture from the Byzantines (who 
incorrectly labeled it as David’s Tower when they thought it was Mount Zion), and more 
work was done in 1099 when the Crusaders arrived and made it their residence.  After 
defeating the Crusaders in 1187, Saladin moved into the fortress as well.  He built the 
“modern” walls that we see today.  The Mamlukes destroyed the Citadel in 1239, and then 
rebuilt it once the Crusaders were out of Israel completely (1291).  The Ottoman Turks 
added their renovations in 1517-32 when they garrisoned their troops here, but it was a pile 
of neglected rubble by 1917. 

Today, there are no more military actions here.  Events and concerts augment the 
museum’s educational exhibits (located in a series of air conditioned rooms that depict 
various stages of Israel’s history from the Canaanites to the Turks).  In the summer 
evenings, lights and sounds retell the story of the Citadel of Jerusalem during the Night 
Spectacular show, with giant virtual reality images splashed on the walls.  The multi-sensory 
event uses a sophisticated computer system that King David would heartily approve of in his 
namesake fortress.  Day or night, the Tower of David is the most unique museum in 
Jerusalem and should not be missed. 

(Continued from page 12) Tower of David 

Coming Next Summer!   

Are you ready to travel to the Biblical land of the 

Pharaohs, Jacob, Joseph, and Israel during the famine?  

Plans are underway for another awesome Christian 

pilgrimage.  This time to Egypt with a Nile River cruise 

and a climb up Mount Sinai.  There will be options for 

those who haven’t been to Jordan and Israel as well.  

We depart for Egypt on June 28th and return on July 

19th.  The Israel only trip leaves 

on July 10th.  Pricing and more details coming soon. 
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†  Official Prayer of the Sword Points Editorial Board 
 

A lmighty God, keep us, we pray thee, from thinking of ourselves more highly than we 

ought to think, and ready at all times to step aside for others, that the cause of 

Christ may be advanced; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 

Oct 15th 8 am - Pat Brought    10:30 am - DiSanti/Pascoa 
Oct 22nd 8 am - Lois Hunt    10:30 am - Dot Crocker 
Oct 29th 8 am - Mary & Ken Perry  10:30 am - Sandy Chaleski 

Contact Mary Allen at 

203-775-6633 or 

chamla@charter.net. 

 

Name Tags - Remember how 
awkward you felt when you first 
came to St. Paul’s because you 
didn’t know anyone or when you 
visit a different church?  Name 
tags help.  So, please be courteous to your fellow 
parishioners, to newcomers, visiting clergy and 
guests by extending a warm welcome to them and 
by wearing your name tag.  And remember to wear 
them to coffee hour as well. 

 

W e pray that God’s grace “may always 
precede and follow us, that we may 

continually be given to good works.”  We must 
not allow that grace to surround us like a 
protective bubble and insulate us from being 
“mindful of the needs of others.”  But the 
paradox is, the more we break out of the 
bubble to care for and about others, the more 
flexible and God-enriched the bubble 
becomes! 

mailto:Hi%20Dave. %20Could%20you%20please%20add%20that%20we%20needs%20Coffee%20Hour%20hCHAMLA@CHARTER.NET
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St. Paul’s Mission Committee 
Annual Request for Budget Line Items for Year 2018 

 

“If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily food, and if one of you 
says to them, go in peace, be warmed and be filled, and yet do not give them what is 
necessary for their body, what use is that?  Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being 
by itself.”   James 2:15-17 

 

S aint Paul’s Mission Committee serves the entire parish as a focal point for our 
mission work.  We prepare an annual budget for vestry approval.  Items in this 

budget come from you, our parishioners!  This is your opportunity to enhance your personal 
or family missions with the prayer, physical and financial support of the entire parish! 

 

As a sponsor of your Christian based organization, you are 
asked to complete the form at the end of this article.  
Additionally, you are expected to submit a “Sword 
Points” article.  This is your opportunity to “put a 
face” on what we as a parish are supporting. 

 

We invite your active participation in this 
budgeting process as well as your involvement 
with St. Paul’s Mission Committee.  We meet first 
Thursday, monthly 7:30 in the Guild Room. 

 

If you have any questions regarding this process, 
please contact a member of the mission committee:  
Larry Creagh, Barbara DeAnzeris, Laurie DoBosh, Lois 
Hunt, Joyce Sarver, Bill Schrull, Ron Switzer, Bonnie 
Wanzer, Cigdem Usekes & Don Winkley. 
 

Mission Organization:_____________________ 
Persons requesting prayer, physical or financial support ____________________________ 
 

Our task is to sponsor those missions that are: 

 Christ Centered 

 Meet the basic needs of our neighbors 

 Have a strong base of existing personal support by more than one St. Paul’s Parish 
members. 
 

Briefly describe the purpose or scope of the mission or organization:  
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Is it Christian based, to spread the Good News of Jesus Christ?  
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

 

To what extent do you recommend St Paul’s should offer support? 
Prayer Needs:  ____________________ 
Financial Support:  $_______________ 
Physical Assistance: ______________ 

 

Any other pertinent information for committee consideration. 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Kindly return this form to the Mission Committee by November 1, 2017. 
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Altar Guild Annual 

Meeting 

The Altar Guild will 

gather together in the 

Guild Room on Monday, 

October 23rd at 6:30 pm 

for a potluck supper and 

Annual Meeting.  Each 

member is asked to please 

bring their favorite 

casserole, salad or dessert 

to share.  New members 

will be welcomed, new or 

changed procedures will 

be reviewed, Sacristans' 

responsibilities for 2018 

will be assigned, and 

there will be a question 

and answer period.  

Please join with us for an 

evening of Christian 

fellowship and sharing.  

New members are always 

welcome.  R.S.V.P. to 

Gail Winkley, 203-775

-3343 or 

gailwinkley@yahoo.com 

by Friday, October 20th. 

Sunday, Nov. 5, is the 
International Day of 

Prayer for the 
Persecuted Church 

 

The most common request 
of persecuted Christians is 
that we pray for them.  On 

this important day, join 
thousands of others across 

the United States and 
around the world in prayer 

for our persecuted 
brothers and sisters.  

Solution in next week’s Sword Points 
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 
 

The Wedding Banquet 
 

 Exodus 32:1-14  

I n our story from the Hebrew Bible the people worship an idol, but Moses’ prayer saves 
them from the Lord’s punishment.  In one way or another this pattern is repeated 

throughout Israel’s history.  The people have just made a solemn covenant with God, but 
quickly they lose faith and want to put their trust in some more tangible and useful religion.  
In this case the object of their worship is a bull-calf, a divinity among the Canaanites and a 
symbol of strength and virility.  Moses intercedes against God’s wrath and 
reminds the Lord of the past help and commitment to the people. 

 Psalm 106:1-6, 19-23  
An affirmation of God’s righteousness and favor toward those who love 

the Lord, and a confession of sins present and sins past. 
 Philippians 4:1-9  
In his letter to the church at Philippi, Paul invites the new disciples to 

exult in joy in the Lord who is near at hand, and he thanks them for their 
most recent gift.  They need have no anxiety because God’s peace, which is 
beyond human understanding, will keep their hearts and thoughts in Jesus.  
They should fill their minds with all that is noble and loving, putting these 
things into practice as Paul has taught them to. 

 Matthew 22:1-14 
Our gospel reading presents a parable about those who declined 

invitations to a marriage feast and others who were then invited, followed by 
the story of the guest who came without wedding clothes.  As the evangelist presents the 
parable of the feat, it is an allegory about the rejection of the Jews and the acceptance of 
Gentiles into the kingdom.  At another level, the story suggests that God’s kingdom will 
become known whether people are prepared for it or not.  It is a divine gift.  Included will be 
all kinds of people, many of them not considered worthy by worldly standards.  The second 
parable, 
originally a 
separate story, 
makes the point 
that one must 
be ready for the 
kingdom at all 
times; the 
invitation comes 
unexpectedly. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   
   

“T he heart of the human problem is the problem 

of the human heart.”  To replay all our sermons, 

audio and videos follow this link for the Sunday 

Sermons.  Check out our Sermon Archives as well. 

Matthew 22:1-14 

How is this a parable teaching about 

what the Kingdom of Heaven is like?  

What sort of behaviors and attitudes 

does it call for now?  At a minimum it 

means: expect to have to hang out with 

non-elites - good and bad all together; 

take seriously the honors of the 

invitation and do it right.  

 

 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp23_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp23_RCL.html#response
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp23_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp23_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2017.html
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†  Safe Church Training 
 

A re you on the Vestry, a staff member, or involved in a ministry in church?  You may 
be due for Safe Church Training.  This training is very informative and interesting. 

If you have not attended the Comprehensive Safe Church Training or it has been over 3-
5 years ago (2011 or earlier), you are due.  Following is the date/time/location and the link 

to sign up.  https://www.episcopalct.org/ECCTCalendar/safe-church-trainings-all/ 
 

Saturday, Oct 14; 9:00 am – 4:00 pm - Old St. Andrew's Church, 59 Tariffville Road, Bloomfield 
Tuesday, Oct 17; 6:30 pm – 9:00 pm - St. Michael's Church, 210 Church Street, Naugatuck 
Saturday, Oct 21; 9:00 am – 4:00 pm - Christ Church, 56 South Cliff Street, Ansonia 
Thursday, Oct 26; 6:30 pm – 9:00 pm - St. James Church, 3 Mountain Road, Farmington 
Saturday, Oct 28; 9:00 am – 11:30 am - St. Timothy's Church, 4670 Congress Street, Fairfield 

      Monday, Nov 20; 6:30 pm – 9:00 PM - St. John's Church, 523 Hartford Turnpike, Vernon, CT 
 

COMPREHENSIVE SAFE CHURCH TRAINING is designed for ordained and lay 
ministers who have not yet attended a safe church training in the Episcopal Church in 
Connecticut (ECCT).  Topics include:·Prevention, identification and response to elder 
abuse; Prevention, identification and response to sexual abuse of children and youth; The 
newly revised Diocesan Policy for the Protection of Children and Youth; Power and 
Boundaries in the ministerial relationship with adults; The Diocesan response to misconduct 
within a community of faith; Sexual Harassment. 
 

If you attended Comprehensive Safe Church Training and your 
certificate has a date of 2012-2014, you are due for Recertification: 

 

Safe Church Recertification (for Laity)  
Monday, October 16; 6:30 PM – 9:00 PM  

Christ Church, 530 Pomfret Street, Pomfret 
https://www.episcopalct.org/ECCTCalendar/2017/10/16/safe-

church-recertification-for-laity-16/ 
 

Lay Recertification Training is designed for lay ministers who 
attended a Comprehensive day of basic safe church training three 
to five years ago.  This training is two and a half-hours long and 
offers new and updated information.  The focus is on the protection 
of children and youth and prevention of elder abuse. 

 

Once you have attended, please provide your certificate to Dorothy Crocker. 

 

What’s it? 

Where’s it? 

Do you know 

where this object 

is?  What it is?  

Send you answer 

HERE for a 

chance at a great 

Sword Points 

prize. 

https://www.episcopalct.org/ECCTCalendar/safe-church-trainings-all/
https://www.episcopalct.org/ECCTCalendar/2017/10/16/safe-church-recertification-for-laity-16/
https://www.episcopalct.org/ECCTCalendar/2017/10/16/safe-church-recertification-for-laity-16/
mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com


 19 

 
†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Fr. George Hall, Brenda Darling, Jean Stauffer, 
Lorraine Estok and other parishioners convalescing in 
extended care facilities. 
.....All Saint’s, Cornwall; St. James’s, West Hartford; St. 
John’s, West Hartford; St. Paul’s Mission of the Deaf, West 
Hartford. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
.....Ministries with older adults. 
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Joe & Barbara Hock, Sue Balla, Rose 
Barrett, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Teresa Stacchiotti, Mary DeAnzeris, Paul 
Kovacs, Michele Sarver, Denise, Lee Rybos, Sandy Chaleski, Susan & Rhonda 
continued healing. 
.....the people of Transnistria; the people of the United States of America; the Diocese of St 
Helena - (Southern Africa) The Rt Revd Richard Fenwick; and our sister and brother 
members of the Evangelical Church of the Dominican Republic. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.  Pray also 
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping 
service. 
.....New Milford Loaves & Fishes Hospitality House, which is the recipient of our food  
basket collections during the month of October. 
.....Mustafa, who found Christ while fighting ISIS in Mosul. 
.....Marlyn D’Amico, RE/MAX , a marketplace partner of the Jericho Partnership. 
.....Pam Altemus, healing from recent heart valve replacement surgery. 
.....Victims of Addiction . 
.....Cathy Schrull, healing, and peace and 
comfort during her treatments. 
.....Everyone affected by Hurricanes 
Harvey, Irma, Jose and Maria and the 
ongoing recovery efforts. 
…..Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of 
the Jericho Partnership, complete healing 
of Multiple Myeloma. 

 

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You 
Think 

 

Back Issues of Sword 
Points 

 
 

“I can not come to “I can not come to “I can not come to 
the banquet”the banquet”the banquet”   

   
Can you come to the 

banquet?   

http://www.allsaintscornwall.org/
http://stjameswh.org/
https://sjparish.net/
https://sjparish.net/
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/parish/st-pauls-mission-deaf-west-hartford-ct
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Transnistria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
http://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=southern-africa&dio=st-helena&pos=bishop-of-st-helena&posID=18720
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Evangelical_Church_of_the_Dominican_Republic
http://loavesandfishesofnewmilford.org/
http://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/56.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JC2NgfkfD5c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JC2NgfkfD5c
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†  It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks 
Sword Points: 

 

M ary Allen, Sue Balla, Chris Barrett, 
Larry Creagh, Carol Ferro, Steve 

Hemming, Diane Loring, Bill Loring, Lois 
Hunt, Dori 
McManus, Beth 
Miller, Nicole 
O’Connors, Patrick 
O’Connors, Mary 
Perry, Ken Perry, 
Kirsten Peterson, 
Debbi Pomeroy, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, David Szen, 
Ron Switzer, John 
Tuthill, Don Winkley 
and Gail Winkley. 

 
 

 

Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

“John Tuthill stares in disbelief as Joe Bernardo prepares to catch 

a pitch from Yankee Pitcher CC Sabathia WITHOUT A GLOVE!” 

John Sarver’s timely caption is the winner of our contest, with 

an honorable mention going to Ray Ferro.  

For his prize, John Sarver wins the T-Shirt pictured to the left, 
autographed by Ray. 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/

