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Sword Points Transforming 

Lives Through 

Jesus Christ 

 

 
 

 

†  Let Us Be of    
 

Hopeful Readiness 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Friends, 

O ur appointed readings lately speak of spiritual readiness, and the above 
verses for this coming Sunday further reinforce our need for vigilance 

and faith amidst the uncertainty of this mortal life. 

In Pilgrim's Progress, that famous 17th century Puritan novel, a character 
called Mr. Hopeful is crossing the cold, raging river of death.  He calls back 
to the frightened pilgrims on the bank who must follow him: "Be of good 
cheer...I feel the bottom and it is sound." 

Christian hopefulness hinges on the resurrection of Jesus.  His promise to 
raise us up provides us with firm footing in this life, and the next.  Let us be 
of hopeful readiness, for Jesus has overcome sin and the grave, and so shall 
we as we put our trust in Christ. 

Faithfully, 

 

“For God has destined us not 

for wrath but for obtaining 

salvation through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, who died 

for us, so that whether 

we are awake or asleep 

 we may live with him.” 

 

1 Thessalonians 5:9-10 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†  Coming of the Lord 
 

Christ died for us so that,  
whether we are dead or alive when he returns,  

we can live with him forever. 
- 1st Thessalonians 5:10 (NLT) 

by John Tuthill 
 

W 
e are so deeply and securely anchored inside of Christ's salvation, says the 
reading this Sunday from Thessalonians (Chapter 5 and verses 1 - 11), that this 
relationship with Jesus is not one that ever can or ever will be destroyed.  Not 

even the reality of death can keep us from living with our Savior now and when He returns.  
We might, and shall, and do, and will, 
live with Jesus!  After this verse Paul 
repeats what we heard in the reading 
last week (and it is a joy to hear it 
again) Paul says that because of this 
sure and certain knowledge in this 
assurance, God's people are to 
"encourage" ( that Greek word again 
from last week "Paraclete"!) each other. 
 And with what do we "Paraclete" 
(encourage) each other?  With the 
Word!  We speak the comfort of the 
Holy Spirit that is for believers and is 
stated in this acclamation: "Christ has 
died, Christ has risen, Christ will come 
again."  Jesus is coming again at a time 
we do not know, but for a purpose that 
we do know: He is coming again for us 
and with forgiveness, with His 
recompense in His hands.  So, "build 
one another up" as Paul writes, with 
God's Words and by His promise, just 
as Paul writes, he knows, that they were 
then and we are now to be doing. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

Take the Heaven 

Quiz.  Click on a 

buzzer to start. 

http://www.heaveniq.com/quiz/
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†  Happy Birthday to You! 
 

P amela Altemus celebrates tomorrow!  Saturday is the big 

day for Ryan Sampson. Bake a cake for Peter Maier on 

Monday.  Have a blessed day everyone! 

†  You Can Help  

T he second Saturday of each month a group from St. 

Paul’s volunteers at the Jericho Food & Clothing 

Pantry on Spring Street in Danbury.  Please consider 

signing up by emailing Laurie DoBosh ldobosh@tcco.com.  

The pantry is also looking for donations of reusable grocery 

bags and plastic bags for the clients to put their food in.  

We are also looking for coloring books and crayons for the 

children who come with their parents to the pantry (gently 

used is accepted) and travel size toiletries you usually find 

at hotels are also needed.  Please place donations in 

Crocker Hall bin marked Jericho (left hand brown bin).  

†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Nov 16 - 7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

  7:30 pm - Finance Committee, Guild Room 

Fri, Nov 17 - 12:00 pm - CT Diocesan Convention, Greenwich 

  5:00 pm - St. Paul’s OWN Wreath Making 

Sat, Nov 18 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 

  8:30 am - CT Diocesan Convention, Greenwich 

  10:00 am - Praise Moves, Crocker Hall 

  11:00 am - St. Paul’s Quilters, Crocker Hall 

Sun, Nov 19 - Twenty Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) (Facebook) 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (LiveStream) (Facebook) 

  12:00 pm - Christmas Pageant Rehearsal 

Mon, Nov 20 - 7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall  (LiveStream) (Facebook) 

  7:00 pm - Stephen Ministry, Guild Room 

  7:00 pm - Lessons & Carols Rehearsal, Sanctuary 

Tue, Nov 21 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

  5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Crocker Hall 

  6:45 pm - Boy Scout Troop #5, Crocker Hall 

Wed, Nov 22  10:00 am - Holy Communion & Healing 

Thu, Nov 23 -  Thanksgiving DayThanksgiving DayThanksgiving Day   

  10:00 am - Holy Communion 

Sat, Nov 25 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 

  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 

Sun, Nov 26 - Last Sunday after Pentecost; Christ the King 

  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) (Facebook) 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (LiveStream) (Facebook) 

mailto:ldobosh@tcco.com
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
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†  Contrasts 

by Steve Hemming 
 

“He must increase, but I must decrease.”  John 3:30 
 

W hen John the Baptist recognized Jesus as the Lamb of God, he realized the Lord 
needed to become more, and he needed to become less.  The same holds true for 

us.  Once we proclaim Jesus is Lord in our hearts, it’s not about “me” anymore, our lives 
now become all about Him. 

When we come to believe in Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior, if we truly obey His 
commands, deny ourselves, and follow Him, in many ways we will be doing the 

direct opposite of what we used to do before He came into our 
lives.  There are many sharp contrast between our former lives 
and our new lives in Him.  It’s only natural there would be 
significant differences between our past and our present, 
because “if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things 

have passed away; behold, all things have become 
new” (2 Corinthians 5:17).  Below, is just a small 

sampling of some variances between the old and the new: 
 By ourselves we are limited, however, when we 
enter into a covenant relationship with God, in Him we 
become limitless.  In order to achieve, we’ve got to 
believe, for Jesus tells us so; “If you can believe, all 
things are possible to him who believes” (Mark 9:23). 

 Without Jesus, we can do nothing (John 
15:5).  Whereas, we can do all things through 
Christ who strengthens us (Philippians 4:13). 
Jesus states in Luke 9:24; “For whoever desires 
to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses 
his life for My sake will save it.”  Similarly, in 

John 12:25, He tells us, “He who loves his life will lose it, and he who 
hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life.”  So, if we love or try to save our 
lives, we’ll lose them, but if we hate or lose our life for the Lord, we’ll be able to keep it. 

Jesus asks; “For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own 
soul?” (Matthew 16:26).  In essence, if we gain everything the world has to offer, we will 
lose eternity with Jesus.  But the Apostle Paul 
wrote that when he suffered the loss of all 
things, and counted them as rubbish, he gained 
Christ (Philippians 3:8). 

Also, in James 4:4, the author wrote; 
“Whoever therefore wants to be a friend of the 
world makes himself an enemy of God.”  Once 
we accept Christ, we are instructed to no longer 
love the world or the things in the world (1 John 
2:15).  Going further, the Apostle Paul declared 
the world had been crucified to him, and he to 
the world (Galatians 6:14). 

And because Jesus died for our sins, we are 
to now consider ourselves dead to sin, but alive 
to God in Christ Jesus our Lord (Romans 6:11).  As we walk in newness of life as a result of 
Christ’s resurrection, the Apostle Paul proclaims; “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no 
longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by 
faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me” (Galatians 2:20).  After our 
conversion, Jesus Christ, the hope of glory, will dwell in us (Colossians 1:27). 

What additional contrasts between our old lives and new lives in Christ can you identify 
in the Word?  I’ll close with one more that our Lord shared; “Enter by the narrow gate; for 
wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in 
by it.  Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are 
few who find it” (Matthew 7:13-14). 
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T he Gospel story of the parable of the talents may seem harsh in terms of the 
master’s treatment of the distrustful slave.  But we need to remember that God will 

provide for all our genuine needs.  
How many us live in a mentality of 
scarcity like the timid servant, rather 
than rejoicing and using our own 
talents (money and otherwise) to show 
appreciation for our great abundance, 
and in thanksgiving for God’s eternal 
beneficence? 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8iV8iSAL0aE
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†  Socks & Toiletries for 

the Homeless 
 

A s the temperature drops and 

the seasons change 

remember homeless people are on 

their feet all day, and the only pair of 

socks they own are very likely to be 

threadbare.  Once again, this year we 

are collecting socks and toiletries for 

the men’s 

homeless 

shelter 

throughout the 

winter 

months.  Place 

donations in 

the bins in the 

back of the 

church or 

Crocker Hall. 

†  Art in the Christian Tradition 
Parable of the Talents 

Circa 1650-55 

Rembrandt, 1606-1669 
 

R embrandt produced etchings for most of his career, from 1626 to 1660, when he was 

forced to sell his printing-press and practically abandoned etching.  He took easily to 

etching and, though he also learned to use a burin and partly engraved many plates, the 

freedom of etching technique was fundamental to his work.  He was very closely involved in 

the whole process of printmaking, and must have printed at least early examples of his 

etchings himself.  In the mature works of the 1650s, Rembrandt was more ready to 

improvise on the plate and large prints typically survive in several states, up to eleven, often 

radically 

changed.  He 

now uses 

hatching to create 

his dark areas, 

which often take 

up much of the 

plate.  He also 

experimented 

with the effects 

of printing on 

different kinds of 

paper, including 

Japanese paper, 

which he used 

frequently, and 

on vellum.  
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†  Transforming Stewardship 

 

“Well done, my good and faithful servant. Since you have 
been faithful in small matters, I will give you great 
responsibilities.”           - Matthew 25:21 

 

G od expects us to nurture and develop the gifts He has 

given us and then generously return a portion with 

increase.  He doesn’t want us to waste or hoard the gifts He has 

given us; He expects us to grow our gifts, use them wisely and be generous with them.  

Unfortunately, many of us are not generous in proportion to all that God has given us. 
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Did you miss last week’s Children’s sermon?  Click here to watch it. 

The 

Rector’s 

Forum 

The Rector’s Forum meets every Sunday in the Guild 

Room between services at 9:30 am.  It is currently studying 

Romans.  The study of the Book of Romans has often proven 

to be a life-changing exercise.  Throughout the history of the 

church, lives have been radically transformed through the 

impact of Paul’s Epistle to the Romans.  

 

 

 

†  Christmas Giving Tree 
 

A nnually, Saint Paul’s adopts families from Brookfield who are financially struggling.  

Soon there will be a tree in the back of the church with gift tags attached listing 

items requested by the families.  If you would like to bring some 

extra joy to the families, please take a tag or two from the tree. 

The unwrapped (a change from past years) gifts are due 

back to church by Sunday, December 10th, with the tag 

attached (most important).  Please keep under the maximum 

limit of $30 per gift.  In addition to the individual families we 

will be working with there will also be tags for a holiday 

shopping table.  This will provide small Gift items (up to $10: 

crayons, markers, hats, mittens, ear phones, movie tickets, 

etc.) and holiday necessities (batteries, tape, wrapping paper, 

bows, and candy).  Please find your tag number on the 

clipboard and write your name and phone number in the 

corresponding space.  Thank you in advance for showering 

Christmas blessings on the families. 

 

Talent on loan from God 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/childrens-sermons.html
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Who was the 

commander of 

King Jabin's 

army, who 

reigned in 

Hazor? 

a) Sisera 

b) Barak 

c) Abinoam 

Judges 4:2 NIV  

 †  How to Cope with Bargaining 
 
 

T he third stage of grief is bargaining.  This can be a difficult stage to understand 

especially when we don’t know how to do it.  Many times, for instance, when you 

get the news you have cancer the bargaining is “if I go to church every week please heal me 

of this disease.” “I will be a good person if you supply me 

with the building materials to rebuild my house.”  “If I keep 

my room clean maybe my parents will let me stay up.” As we 

have seen in scripture Abraham bargained with God at Sodom 

and Gomorrah that if there were ten righteous people would God 

spare the area.  As you have studied God did not find ten righteous 

people, so he destroyed the city with fire.    

 This kind of bargaining is not the same as when you go into a 

department store at Christmas time and you find an outfit that you 

like, but it is too expensive for your pocketbook, and you go up to 

the cashier and start bargaining the price.   

 Not too many people stay in this stage.  Usually it is short lived, but 

they do get caught in the first, second, and fourth step for many years.  I 

do know that some people will stay in the anger stage for all of their lives 

and die miserable deaths.  Also, this anger will turn into depression to the 

point where they will either take their lives or they will start drinking or drugging.  Don’t be 

a statistic.  Just remember you will get through this. 

The next stage is depression.  God Bless.   

Sue Balla, the Episcopal Church n Connecticut, Ministry on Aging.   

http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Judges+4:2&version=NIV&showfn=yes
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†  Lessons and Carols: Save the Date! 

O ur annual Festival of Lessons and Carols will be held on 
Sunday, December 10 at 5:00 pm.  Please mark your 

calendars and plan to attend this beautiful Advent service 
which consists of Scripture readings about the birth of 

Jesus interspersed with the singing of traditional carols 
led by our choir.  What a truly wonderful way to 
prepare your heart, mind, and voice for Christmas! 
 Or better yet, if you like to sing, you are 
welcome to join our special choir for this service. 
Rehearsals are on the following three Mondays from 
7-9 pm: Nov 20, Nov 27, Dec 4 and Thursday, Dec 
7.  The only prerequisites are as follows: 1) you like 

to sing Christmas music, and 2) you like to be around 
people who like to sing Christmas music.  No 

previous participation in the music ministry required!  
It may be just the thing if you’ve been looking for a small 

group to join for Advent!  Please contact Kirsten Peterson 
for more details and to sign up: kirpeterson@comcast.net 

†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

Thursday, November 16th 
 

Margaret 
Queen of Scotland, 1093 

 

Shakespeare made familiar the names of Macbeth and Macduff, Duncan and Malcolm; 
but it is not always remembered that Malcolm married an English princess, Margaret, about 
1070. 

With considerable zeal, Margaret sought to change what she 
considered to be old-fashioned and careless practices among the 
Scottish clergy.  She insisted that the observance of Lent, for example, 
was to begin on Ash Wednesday, rather than on the following 
Monday, and that the Mass should be celebrated according to the 
accepted Roman rite of the Church, and not in barbarous form and 
language.  The Lord’s Day was to be a day when, she said, “we apply 
ourselves only to prayers.”  She argued vigorously, though not always 
with success, against the exaggerated sense of unworthiness that made 
many of the pious Scots unwilling to receive Communion regularly. 

Margaret’s energies were not limited to reformation of formal 
Church practices.  She encouraged the founding of schools, hospitals, 
and orphanages, and used her influence with King Malcolm to help 
her improve the quality of life among the isolated Scottish clans.  
Together, Margaret and her husband rebuilt the monastery of Iona and 
founded Dunfermline Abbey, under the direction of Benedictine 
monks. 

In addition to her zeal for Church and people, Margaret was a 
conscientious wife and the mother of eight children.  Malcolm, a 
strong-willed man, came to trust her judgment even in matters of 
State.  She saw also to the spiritual welfare of her large household, 
providing servants with opportunity for regular worship and prayer. 

Margaret was not as successful as she wished to be in creating greater unity in faith and 
works between her own native England and the Scots.  She was unable, for example, to 
bring an end to the bloody warfare among the highland clans, and after her death in 1093, 
there was a brief return to the earlier isolation of Scotland from England.  Nevertheless, her 
work among the people, and her reforms in the Church, made her Scotland’s most beloved 
saint.  She died on November 16, and was buried at Dunfermline Abbey. 

mailto:kirpeterson@comcast.net
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Holy Land Revisited 

†  Understanding Money   
 

“F or the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil.  Some people, eager for money, 
have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs (1 

Timothy 6:10).” 
One of the most misunderstood verses in the Bible blames money for evil, but when read 

correctly what Paul actually wrote was that it is the love of money, not money itself that is 
our problem.  Your trip to Israel today will mean much more if you correctly understand 

their currency, the shekel, but the first step is to understand 
the role money played in the history of the Holy Land. 
 The two main currencies mentioned in the Bible are 
talents and shekels, first mentioned together in Exodus 
38:24, 
“The total amount of the gold from the wave offering used 
for all the work on the sanctuary was 29 talents and 730 
shekels, according to the sanctuary shekel.” 
 In Hebrew, the word for talent is kikkar and means a 
round disk, either silver or gold, derived from the Greek 
word talanton.  A talent was heavy and equal to 6,000 
drachmas (denari), which are what the Greeks and Romans 
called their silver coins.  One talent equaled 3,000 shekels. 
 A shekel became the primary unit of currency in Israel, 
and it was used as the atonement fee to worship at the 

Temple and to support the priests.  Every man 20 years old or more had to pay a half-shekel 
to bathe and sacrifice in the Temple (Exodus 30:11-16).  It is also mentioned in the New 
Testament when Matthew, a tax collector by trade, records this exchange about the Temple 
tax and the fish miracle (Matthew 17:24-27).  This Temple tax was roughly equivalent to 
two-days wages. 

Perhaps the most famous money exchange in the Gospels is regarding the Imperial tax, 
“rendering unto Caesar what is Caesar’s and to God what is God’s (Matthew 22:17-21).”  If 
not, then surely it is Jesus’ righteous indignation at the moneychangers who abused the 
visiting pilgrims’ need for half-shekels by inflating the exchange rates for their foreign coins 
(Matthew 21:12-13).  The chief priests controlled the moneychanger booths and the system 
was being badly abused (Luke 16:13-14). 

New Unger’s Bible Dictionary explains the system this way, 
“Bankers who sat in the Court of the Gentiles (or in its porch) and for a fixed discount 

changed all foreign coins into those of the sanctuary (shekel).  This tribute was in every case 
to be paid in the exact Hebrew half-shekel.  The moneychangers assessed a fixed charge for 
their services.  This charge must have brought in a large revenue, since not only many native 
Palestinians might come without the statutory coin, but a vast number of foreign Jews 
presented themselves on such occasions in the Temple.  In addition to the tribute, those who 
came to worship at the Temple needed money for other purposes.  Most sacrifices for the 
feasts were bought within the Temple area.  It was easier to get the right money from the 
authorized changers than to have disputes with the dealers.  Thus the immense offerings of 
foreign Jews and proselytes to the Temple passed through the hands of the moneychangers.  
Indeed, they probably transacted all business matters connected with the sanctuary.” 

Today in Israel, the shekel is still the primary currency and called the NIS (New Israeli 
Shekel) and one shekel is worth about a quarter but looks like a thick U.S. dime.  The 

(Continued on page 13) 
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exchange rate is roughly four shekels to one U.S. dollar.  The nice thing about Israel’s 
modern economy is that American dollars are accepted pretty much everywhere, but when 
you get change back on cash transactions you’ll probably receive shekels in return.  So 
expect to have shekels in your pocket, which is always good for immediate purchases on the 
street with vendors, an open marketplace, or smaller restaurants. 

Before you leave for Israel, be sure to notify 
your bank about your itinerary dates (including 
your airport destinations), so that they do not put a 
stop on your credit and debit cards when they see 
international charges.  Your cards are also widely 
accepted in hotels, gift shops, and restaurants, but 
there is a small international fee to use them abroad 
(each card varies on the rate charged, so check 
ahead of time to avoid any surprises).  Nearly all 
ATM machines in Israel will accept your American 
cards with no issues dispensing your cash.  Adding 
your bank’s 800-number to your phone for 
emergencies is a good idea too. 

It’s always prudent to have some cash on hand 
before you leave for Israel, especially singles for 
tipping (10%-15% or even 20% is standard, as in 
America), but please consider being generous as an 
ambassador of Christ and America (Luke 16:10-12, 
Matthew 6:21). 

Non-Israel citizens can enjoy a refund on large 
purchases in Israel that total over 400 shekels called the V.A.T. (this Value Added Tax is 
around 17-18% and returned to you at the airport).  Most stores will display a notice or 
mention it to you when you make a large purchase as an incentive, so that ancient coin you 
spotted in the gift shop is more affordable than you thought! 

Israel is a wonderful country to visit and you’ll feel right at home in every way, 
especially with money matters.  Understanding their money history from the Bible will only 
make you appreciate Israel even more today.  You can bet on it! 

(Continued from page 12) Understanding Money 

Coming Next Summer!   

Are you ready to travel to the Biblical land of the 

Pharaohs, Jacob, Joseph, and Israel during the famine?  

Plans are underway for another awesome Christian pilgrimage.  

This time to Egypt with a Nile River cruise and a climb up 

Mount Sinai.  There will be options for those who haven’t 

been to Jordan and Israel as well.  We depart for Egypt on 

June 28th and return on July 19th.  The Israel only trip 

leaves on July 10th.  Pricing, 

brochures and more details are available here. 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/home/bible-journeys.html
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COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 

Nov 19th 8 am - Mary & Chuck Allen 10:30 am - Amy Tilford 
Nov 26th 8 am - Karen & David Greeley 10:30 am - Amy Boyce 
Dec   3rd  8 am & 10:30 am - Communications Ministry 

Contact Mary Allen at 

203-775-6633 or 

chamla@charter.net. 

Name Tags - Please 
be courteous to your 
fellow parishioners, 
to newcomers, 
visiting clergy and 
guests by extending 
a warm welcome to them and by 
wearing your name tag.  And remember to 
wear them to coffee hour as well. 

†  Men's Bible Study to Begin a New Series: 

 1 & 2 Thessalonians.  
 

P aul's two letters to the Thessalonians contain some of the most important Bible 

passages about the final days.  These letters set forth the Christian view of history, 

showing that history is not cyclical, but linear, and 

will come to a culmination consisting of the parousia, 

or Second Coming of Christ, the resurrection, the 

judgment and the kingdom.  We got off to a rousing start with 24 

men at each of our first two opening studies.  Join on  Monday 

and find out how we, too, are part of God's great plan of salvation.  

We start promptly at 7 pm and end just as promptly at 8. 

†  Thanksgiving Baskets 
 

F or the November food baskets, please bring items you would 
enjoy at Thanksgiving.  We will make up 3 baskets for the 

same families who will be receiving the gifts from our Christmas 
Giving Tree.  We will need three turkeys to be donated.  While 
you shop, if you could please choose any items from the 
following list: 

Gravy/Stuffing, Pumpkin Pie Mix, Bread or Dinner Rolls, 
Cranberry Sauce, Fruit Pie Fillings, Fresh or Canned 
Vegetables, Pie Crust, Potatoes, Sweet Potatoes, Onions, Celery, 
Carrots, Fresh or Canned Fruit, Cake Mix, Soup, Juice or Cider, 
Paper Products/Decorations, Brownie Mix, Nuts. 

All food donations are due by Sunday, November 19th.  
Once the food donations have come in, we will 
need volunteers to divide the food into the baskets 
for the families.  Please speak with Barbara 
DeAnzeris, 203-775-3722. 

 

 

T here’s a lesson for each of un in the 
parable Jesus tells us this Sunday.  

Whether we care to recognize them 
or not, each of us has been given 
one or more gifts (abilities, skills, 
talents).  It seems that one of the 
points Jesus is trying to make here 
is that it’s what we do with of gifts 
that will determine how God deals 
with us.  So, what are you doing 
with what you’ve been given? 

mailto:Hi%20Dave. %20Could%20you%20please%20add%20that%20we%20needs%20Coffee%20Hour%20hCHAMLA@CHARTER.NET
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 
 

Signs of Jesus’ Coming 
 

 Judges 4:1-7 

I n this lesson from the Hebrew Bible the Israelites prove unfaithful to the Lord, going 
after foreign gods and doing what is evil in God’s sight.  In consequence, they fall 

under the oppression o the Canaanite King Jabin and the commander of his army, Sisera.  
The Lord raises up for the Hebrew people Deborah, a prophetess, to arbitrate for 
justice among them.  Deborah, a gifted leader, is inspired to liberate the Israelites 
from their Canaanite overlords and summons the warrior Barak.  Deborah 
commands Barak in the name of the Lord to gather warriors against the superior 
chariots and troops of Sisera, confident that God will grant the Israelites success. 

 Psalm 123 
Those who are lowly and scorned place their trust in the merciful Lord. 
 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 
In this reading Paul counsels the new disciples to be alert as in the daylight, for 

the day of the Lord will come swiftly and unexpectedly, although at a time 
unknown to mortals.  Many early Christians believed that the course of world 
history would soon come to an end.  Paul urges the Thessalonians not to live like 
people of the night, but soberly and expectantly.  Whether they first die or remain 
alive they may look forward not to God’s wrath, but to a salvation that has been gained 
through Jesus.  Paul’s central point remains valid for us: we do not know when the 
consummation of history will take place, but are to live always prepared for the judgment. 

 Matthew 25:14-30 
Our gospel is the parable of the servants who made different uses of the money entrusted 

to them.  The evangelist intends the story to be instructive to Christian disciples.  The master 
Jesus is now away.  When he returns, he will expect his followers to have made diligent use of 
the faith he has left in their charge.  If it has not grown, then it has been without value and 
will be taken away.  One also recognizes how immense are the sums left with servants.  The 
parable warns 
against the 
false security 
of only 
guarding the 
traditions and 
not investing 
them in life 
and in others. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon Shorts 
 

In  Christ's presence you are "NeverLost."  To replay 

all our sermons, audio and videos follow this link 

for the Sunday Sermons.  Check out our Sermon Archives 

as well. 

 

 

Deuteronomy 4:2 

You shall not add to the 

word which I command you, 

nor take from it, that you may 

keep the commandments of 

the LORD your God which I 

command you.   

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp28_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp28_RCL.html#response
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp28_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp28_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2017.html
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Take a Hanger 

Fill a Hanger 

We are holding a Coat Drive to benefit the various agencies in Danbury 

supported by the Jericho Partnership.  “Take a Hanger” from the rack 

we have in in the back of the church this weekend.  Check your closets 

for those unused coats.  And “Fill a Hanger.”  Bring it back to St. Paul’s 

and we’ll get that coat on the back of someone who needs it. 

We’ve collected 

more than 50 

coats to date!  

Keep up the great 

work! 

https://www.indiegogo.com/projects/patrick-o-connors-worship-ep#/
https://www.indiegogo.com/projects/patrick-o-connors-worship-ep#/
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Fr. George Hall, Brenda Darling, Jean Stauffer, 
Lorraine Estok and other parishioners convalescing in 
extended care facilities. 
.....The 233rd Annual Convention of the Episcopal Church 
in Connecticut, meeting Nov. 17 -18 in Greenwich, CT. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
.....The health and well being of persons employed by The 
Episcopal Church; the Presiding Bishop and the President 
of the House of Deputies of The Episcopal Church. 
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Joe & Barbara Hock, Sue Balla, Rose 
Barrett, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Teresa Stacchiotti, Mary DeAnzeris, Paul 
Kovacs, Michele Sarver, Denise, Lee Rybos, Sandy Chaleski, Pam Altemus, Susan & 
Rhonda continued healing. 
.....the people of Glorioso Islands; the people of the Kingdom of Bahrain; Diocese of Upper 
Shire - (Central Africa) The Rt Revd Brighton Vitta Malasa; and our sister and brother 
members of the Syro-Malabar Catholic Church. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.  Pray also 
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping 
service. 
…..Brookfield Social Services and the families that will receive Thanksgiving Dinner from 
basket collections during the month of November. 
.....Athletes of Christ, a partner ministry of the Jericho Partnership; an international sports 
ministry reaches others with the Good News of Jesus through the universal language of 
sports; in Danbury, the ministry conducts weekly Bible study meetings and focuses on a 5K 
walk/run in the spring, and winter and summer soccer camps for kids. 
.....A Church Convention. 
.....Cathy Schrull, healing, and peace and comfort during her treatments. 
.....Everyone affected by Hurricanes Harvey, Irma, Jose and Maria and the ongoing 
recovery efforts. 
…..Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of the Jericho Partnership, complete healing of 
Multiple Myeloma. 
…..First Baptist Church of Sutherland Springs, TX. 

 

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You Think 
 

Back Issues of Sword 
Points 

 

Pastor Monday 
Morning Press 
Conference 

 

Pastor Trent talks about 
his performance and 

statistics from Sunday 
morning's service and 
talks about how he can 

Improve . 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glorioso_Islands
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bahrain
http://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=central-africa&dio=upper-shire&pos=bishop-of-upper-shire&posID=18464
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Syro-Malabar_Catholic_Church
http://www.brookfieldct.gov/pages/BrookfieldCT_Social/index
athletesofchrist.com
http://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/12.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=56ysMeLUApIC:/Users/dszen_000.SAINT_PAULS/Documents/Israel%20Pix%202012
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=56ysMeLUApI
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
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†  It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks 
Sword Points: 

 

M ary Allen, Sue Balla, Chris Barrett, 
Carol Ferro, Steve Hemming, Diane 

Loring, Bill Loring, Lois Hunt, Susan Iverson, 
Dori McManus, Beth 
Miller, Nicole 
O’Connors, Patrick 
O’Connors, Mary 
Perry, Ken Perry, 
Kirsten Peterson, 
Debbi Pomeroy, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, David Szen, 
Ron Switzer, John 
Tuthill, Don Winkley 
and Gail Winkley. 

 
 

 

Just For Fun ! 
(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

Random Fact of the Week! 
 

Did you know ... that during his world tour 

in 1878, Ulysses S. Grant (pictured) became the 

first U.S. President to visit Jerusalem ?  

https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_tour_of_Ulysses_S._Grant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_tour_of_Ulysses_S._Grant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ulysses_S._Grant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jerusalem

