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Sword Points 
Transforming 

Lives Through 

Jesus Christ 

 

†  In Step with the Spirit 
 

Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. 
Galatians 5:25 

Dear Friends, 

According to the Bible (Galatians 5:22-23), the fruit of the Spirit includes: 

 Love 

 Joy 

 Peace 

 Patience 

 Kindness 

 Goodness 

 Faithfulness 

 Gentleness 

 Self-control 

God does the growing, not us (1 
Corinthians 3:7).  A sign of the 
Holy Spirit active in our life is 
the evidence of spiritual fruit.  
Consider this list, see where you 
can grow, and then ask God to 
move over your life 
accordingly. 

As we prepare for our 234th 
annual meeting this Sunday, may 
we keep in step with the Spirit, 
seeing spiritual fruit among us, all 
pointing to the blessedness of 
being a Christ-centered spiritual 
family.  May God, the giver and 
grower of everything, get all our love, wonder and praise. 

Faithfully, 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†  "Things Ain't Am As They Used To Was" 
 

"And immediately, they left their nets and followed him." 
 - Mark 1:18 (ESV) 

 

by John Tuthill 
 

U 
nplanned and uncomplicated - do you ever find that some of the most 

unexpected "coincidences" that God orchestrates seemingly are born from a 

pairing of these two?  As an example of this happening at St. Paul's recently, 

you may have noticed (as this reporter did) that there is a table which has been set off to one 

side, by a wall, down in Crocker Hall, where we gather for coffee 

and fellowship after worship on Sundays.  While this on its own this 

may not seem especially newsworthy (I can hear the comments now: 

'Slow news day, John?') the part that IS noteworthy is what has kept 

appearing on this table again and again.  Over the past few weeks as 

you also may have noticed: an ever-changing and wide-ranging 

assortment of (mostly) very old books; books that whisper 

extraordinary insights from out of the past and help shine light on 

the study of God from out of His Word.  There are also books 

written about God's people who have been made new down through 

the ages and who God made into the "living stones" (1 Peter 2:4-6) 

which are His church; then, now and forever.  But wait, there's 

myrrh!  A mysterious hand-written note is in the middle of all of this 

treasure of books and it announces it is all "FREE!" 

Opening one of the books that appeared on the table this week, an ancient and short hand

-written note penned by the author fell out from where it had been stuck between the pages 

so many years ago.  He had made a thoughtful gift of his book back in 1908 to one of his 

former seminary students, a man that later became Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of 

Upper South Carolina.  In fact, twenty-two of this author's former seminarians eventually 

went on to be ordained as bishops in the Episcopal Church - someone should dig up these 

lesson plans!  Flipping open this book, the author tells about an old Civil War era soldiers' 

hospital that the Union Army built at his seminary during the war.  When it was taken down 

to be used for fence and repair material, he found written in large letters on one of the rough 

boards, "Things ain't am as they used to was!" and the seminary professor wrote in his book 

that he certainly agreed it was true enough, "even if not very elegantly expressed." 

In the gospel reading this Sunday (Mark 1:14-20), it is expressed in the most matter-of-

fact way that Jesus simply and only says "Follow me" when he saw Simon and his brother 

Andrew by the Sea of Galilee: "And immediately 

they left their nets and followed Him" (vs. 18).  

As if this is not enough, Jesus does exactly this 

one more time again to another pair of brothers 

he sees by the lake: "As He went a little father, 

He saw James the son of Zebedee and his brother 

John...Immediately He called them, and they left 

their father Zebedee and the boat and the hired 

men, and followed Him" (vs. 20).  By His grace, 

our Lord can make willing anyone He calls and 

even without explanation or (apparently) without 

necessarily having to give understanding.  We are 

richly blessed to hear His Word and receive this 

grace also to follow Him. 

Thanks be to God! 
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†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Jan 18 -  Confession of St. Peter 

 - 7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, Jan 20 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 

  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 

Sun, Jan 21 - The Third Sunday after the Epiphany 

  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) (Facebook) 

  9:00 am - Annual Meeting, Crocker Hall 

  10:30 am - Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (LiveStream) (Facebook) 

Mon, Jan 22 - 7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall  (LiveStream) (Facebook) 

Tue, Jan 23 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

  5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Crocker Hall 

  7:00 pm - Boy Scouts Troop #5, Crocker Hall 

Wed, Jan 24 - 10:00 am - Holy Communion & Healing 

  7:00 pm - Women’s Bible Study, Guild Room 

Thu, Jan 25 -  Conversion of St. Paul 

  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, Jan 27 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 

  10:00 am - Praise Moves, Crocker Hall 

  11:00 am - St. Paul’s Quilters, Crocker Hall 

Sun, Jan 28 - The Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 

  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) (Facebook) 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (LiveStream) (Facebook) 

This Date in St. Paul's History, 1785 

On January 21, 1785, fifty-five persons residing in the Parish of Newbury (later to be incorporated as 

the Town of Brookfield in 1788), declared themselves to belong to the Episcopal Church.  

Artist John Warner Barber drew this view of the 

village of Brookfield on November 5, 1835.  He is seen 

within the view itself, standing approximately where 

today’s Real Estate office / Old Village Store is, 

looking south toward the Center.  On the extreme 

right is a liberty pole, a vestige of the revolutionary 

period.  The three public buildings, from the right, 

are the Congregational Church, the Episcopal Church 

(with the four windows stood in the triangular island 

of land where route 133 heads down Junction Road) 

and the meeting house with its cupola. 

Entering the town center today on Route 25, the 

essential orientation and some of the buildings from 

Barber’s time remain largely the same.  The prominent rock hill remains to the left.  Our original 

Episcopal church building no longer stands and a Congregational Church with a cornerstone dated 

1857 has replaced the earlier structure.  The town hall has been replaced with a similar building 

erected around 1875 which is now the home of the Brookfield Historical Society.  Three of the five 

structures in Barber’s view on the left hand side have survived. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
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COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 

Jan 21st     Annual Meeting between services 
Jan 28th  8 am  - Heather Melody  10:30 am - Heidi Duckett 
Feb   4th  8 am - Ferro’s    10:30 am—Raegan Guglielmo 

Contact Mary Allen at 

203-775-6633 or 

chamla@charter.net. 

  

†  You Can Help  

T he second Saturday of each month a group from St. 

Paul’s volunteers at the Jericho Food & 

Clothing Pantry on Spring Street in Danbury.  

Please consider signing up by emailing Laurie 

DoBosh ldobosh@tcco.com.  The pantry is also 

looking for donations of reusable grocery bags 

and plastic bags for the clients to put their food 

in.  We are also looking for coloring books and 

crayons for the children who come with their 

parents to the pantry (gently used is accepted) and 

travel size toiletries you usually find at hotels are 

also needed.  Please place donations in Crocker 

Hall bin marked Jericho (left hand brown bin).  

T he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study is studying 

The Gospel of Mark, at 9:15 am in the Guild 

Room.  In this, probably the earliest of the four Gospels, 

Mark vigorously defends the claim that Jesus was the 

true Messiah and that His own people, the Jews, rejected 

Him because HE came not as the glorious warrior-like 

they expected but as a suffering servant.  The intensity of Mark's writing and his enthusiasm 

for Christ's Gospel bring us a powerful message of salvation, inspiration, and 

encouragement. 

Please join us in study on Tuesdays from 9:15 -11 am.  Please register by emailing, 

Debbi Pomeroy at debbi415@aol.com.  Workbooks are $10. 

†  Men's Bible Study:  1 & 2 Thessalonians  
 

W hy did 26 men come to a Bible Study last week?  Come and 

find out for yourself.  They are studying Paul's two letters to the 

Thessalonians which contain some of the most important Bible passages 

about the final days.  These letters set forth the Christian view of history, 

showing that history is not cyclical, but linear, and will come to a 

culmination consisting of the parousia, or Second Coming of Christ, the 

resurrection, the judgment and the kingdom.  Our current study has been 

packing them in, plus a robust bunch of online followers.  Join us on 

Monday’s for study, sharing, testimony and find out how we, too, are part 

of God's great plan of salvation.  We start promptly at 7 pm and end just as 

promptly at 8. 

 

mailto:Hi%20Dave. %20Could%20you%20please%20add%20that%20we%20needs%20Coffee%20Hour%20hCHAMLA@CHARTER.NET
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8iV8iSAL0aE
mailto:ldobosh@tcco.com
mailto:debbi415@aol.com
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Name Tags - Please be courteous to your fellow 
parishioners, to newcomers, visiting clergy and guests 
by extending a warm welcome to them and by 
wearing your name tag.  And remember to wear 
them to coffee hour as well. 
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†  A Place for Hope and Healing  
 

I ’m sure you can relate to the emotion of the 
seemingly one crisis after another in 2017.  Places 
like Las Vegas, Sutherland, Houston, suddenly 

become epicenters of trauma. 

We can feel helpless as we watch and hear of 
dedicated men and women running toward these 
traumatic situations to serve, save and help communities 
just like ours.  Matter of fact, truly just like ours. 

As a nation we rely on these, our dedicated 
Compassionate Responders.  They are our Clergy, 
Police, First Responders, Fire, Military, Teachers, Healthcare and Mental Health providers. 

God placed a desire deep in Ken’s heart and my heart, to do something to join Jesus in 
letting Compassionate Responders know they are appreciated, to enable them to experience 
hope, and to help facilitate any healing they may need.   

And to walk alongside them as our logo demonstrates. 

Some of the work we do is go out into 
communities and solicit “Thank You” notes for 
Compassionate Responders who have made a 
difference in someone’s life.  We create a package 
of appreciation and either hand deliver or mail to 
the intended recipient. 

We are grateful for the 2018 Support of the 
St. Paul’s Mission Committee to A Place for 
Hope and Healing and pray more 
Compassionate Responders will know that 
their communities appreciate what they do. 

To donate, read more about our work, or 
to let us know of someone you want to thank, 
please visit: 
www.aplaceforhopeandhealing.org. 

May all we do Glorify God. 
Thank you again, 
Ken and Mary Perry 
Founders, A Place for Hope and Healing 
mary@aplaceforhopeandhealing.org 
www.aplaceforhopeandhealing.org 

http://www.aplaceforhopeandhealing.org
http://www.aplaceforhopeandhealing.org
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†  Scholarly Speaking 

 

Thoughts on Moving 
 

A s most of you know, we have spent the last few months sorting, packing, 
moving, unpacking, and starting to settle in in a new home.  While I have 

not done this for a number of years, and do not plan to 
do it again, such moves have been part of my past 
experience, and indeed part of human experience as far 
back as the evidence of archeology and genetics can 
take us. 
 Consider, for example, that these disciplines suggest 
that the entire population of the 
Americas, even those whom we 

call ‘indigenous peoples,’ are in fact descended from 
immigrants who came here, sometimes millennia ago, from 
other continents.  In the same vein current TV ads for 
Ancestry.com, and its DNA testing service, stress the varied 

ethnic and geographical origins of the clients whose 
testimonials they use. 

The Scriptures are largely a documentary of people moving over the globe – 
sometimes as settlers in new lands, 
sometimes as conquerors or their victims 
carried into exile, and sometimes simply as 
visitors who would soon return home.  

Abraham and his family traveled from Ur to 
Haran, then on to what we now know as 
Israel.  His son and grandson both took wives 
from an extended family left in Haran and 
brought them also to Israel.  Then in a time 
of famine Jacob and his family resettled in 
Egypt and remained there some 400 years, 
finally returning once more to Israel and this 
time, after a series of conquests, building 

both a nation and a lasting home there. 
Later that nation divided into the two kingdoms of Israel 

and Judea.  Both of these were to suffer defeat and exile, 
but with different results.  The Assyrian victors scattered 
the Israelites through their empire while resettling other 
conquered peoples in Samaria, leaving some Israelites 
there to teach them the ways of the land.  This group 
assimilated and survives today as the Samaritans that we 
encounter in the Gospels.  Those who were carried off also 
assimilated and essentially disappeared as a distinct 
people.  Judea later fell to Babylon and the people were 
also carried off, but not so much scattered.  When Babylon 
in its turn fell to Persia many of these Jews returned to 

and rebuilt their homeland, while others 
formed a diaspora, retaining their identity 
but spreading through the Persian, and later the Greek and 
Roman empires. 

 In the New Testament the main examples of travel are 

individual, and usually did not involve resettling in a new place, 
but are still worth some consideration.  In this Epiphany season 
we particularly remember the Magi and their journey from the 
East (probably modern Iran, perhaps other locations as well) to 
pay homage to Jesus in Bethlehem.  While they returned quickly, 
such a journey by camel would have taken several weeks.  Not 
long after, Jesus with Mary and Joseph flee into Egypt to avoid 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Herod’s rage.  In this case they probably went only as far as the Sinai peninsula 
(then and now under Egyptian control) making for a relatively sort journey, but still 
a significant one and of unknown duration at the time that they made it. 

Jesus’ own wanderings took him through much of ancient Israel, 
including Samaria, and into modern Lebanon as well, but both Scripture and 
other early writings tell us that the Apostles traveled widely, rarely putting 
down permanent roots, but often making extended stays, in the process of 
spreading the Gospel.  Paul’s missionary journeys are described in Acts; 
other traditions tell us that James journeyed to Spain before returning to 
martyrdom in Jerusalem, Thomas to India where a native Christian 
Church still bears his name, Andrew to Russia and the Ukraine and then 

to Greece, and so forth.   
These Biblical examples, and the secular ones with which I started, all 

make the point that humans 
are wanderers and pilgrims.  

The Epistle to the Hebrews 
reminds us that ultimately 
our destination is not on this earth 
but in the kingdom of God. 
 

Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence  
(in Tampa) 

(Continued from page 8) 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

Thoughts on Moving 

Do  you hear Jesus Calling 
you?  Where does he want 

you to be?  What does he want 
you to do?  As one who wants to 
be a faithful follower, how do you 
respond? 

We Are Not Of Night, Nor Of Darkness 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The children of God should differ from the sons of men.  The more perverse others 

are, the more careful we should be to keep ourselves blameless and harmless.  The 

doctrine and example of consistent believers will enlighten others and direct their 

way to Christ and holiness, even as the lighthouse warns mariners to avoid rocks 

and directs their course into the harbor.  Let us try thus to shine.” - Matthew Henry  

mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
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 †  Art in the Christian Tradition 
“Christ Calling the Apostles Peter and Andrew” 

1308-1311 
di Buoninsegna Duccio, (d. 1319) 

National Gallery of Art, U.S. 
 

I n this panel from the Maesta Altarpiece 
of Siena now separate and in the National 

Gallery of Art in Washington, the power of 
"call" is made present.  The following 
description of this back and forth action 
between Christ, Peter and Andrew comes 
from one of the spirituality author and BBC 
religious affairs producer Michael Ford's 
books, Song of the Nightingale: a Modern 
Spiritual Canticle. 
 "In his painting The Calling of the 
Apostles Peter and Andrew...the great Italian 
artist Duccio di Buoninsegna shows the 
brothers like twins, "a single apostolate with 
two dimensions."  This insight is helpful in 
understanding "the companionship" that 
exists between my respective dual vocations 
which have been lived out on the edge of the 
church, just as Christ calls Peter and Andrew 
from the shoreline.  Yet for all their 
togetherness and compatibility, there is also 
aloneness and an uncomfortable sense of 
difference....a uniqueness that has been 
divinely bestowed." 

†  Never Surrender!  
 

“What then shall we say to these things?  If God is for us, who can be against us? ” 
Romans 8:31 

by Steve Hemming 
 

R 
ecently,* I had the pleasure of seeing the movie “Darkest Hour,” which depicted 
the crucial days after Winston Churchill became Prime Minister of Great 
Britain.  Churchill faced what appeared to be an insurmountable array of 

challenges as he attempted to rally a nation on the verge of war with Nazi Germany.  As he 
addressed Parliament on June 4th, 1940, Churchill gave his famous "We Shall Fight on the 
Beaches" speech (click-on title to listen), where he boldly proclaimed the legendary words, 
“We shall never surrender.” 

As a result of witnessing Churchill’s fortitude and resolve to stand fast against Adolph 
Hitler, I was greatly encouraged in my walk of faith.  Whereas Great Britain had their Prime 
Minister to lead them against their formidable adversary, we have Almighty God on our side 
as we face an enemy whose mission is to steal, kill, and destroy. 

Whenever we engage in spiritual warfare with the devil, we can be confident that 
through God, we will push down our enemies, and in His name we will trample those who 
rise up against us (Psalm 44:5).  As we rely on the Lord and apply His word each and every 
time we encounter our istory, with the help of its allies, Great Britain defeated Hitler’s 
Germany.  And, we read from God’s word, which is the preeminent truth, that our Lord 

Never Surrender!  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s_LncVnecLA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s_LncVnecLA
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I n the calling of the fishermen, what word is repeated to 
indicate their enthusiasm?  Immediately!  Are we in the habit 

of responding to God’s call to us immediately, or is our answer 
“maybe sometime I can become your diligent and faithful follower, 
but right now _______ (you fill in the blank) is much more 
important.”  Where would the Church be today if the disciples, 
and the many faithful who came after, had made such a response?  
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†  Evening Bible Study for Women  

A  new Evening Bible study for women has begun.  The purpose of this class is to 

explore ways to read the Bible that work well in personal quiet time with the Lord 

as well as in groups.  This is for any woman who is yearning to know God better and wants 

to apply God's living Word to her life.  The class will 

meet on Wednesdays in January at 7:00. 

For more information contact Kathy Whipple at 

kthyw49@gmail.com 

or 203-746-5982. 
 

 

 

†  Where I Went to Church(es) Last Sunday 

P am Szen spent last weekend in the “Holy City.”  No, not Jerusalem.  This time it was 
Charleston, South Carolina.  While Charleston has several nicknames, perhaps it’s 

most well known as the Holy City.  
A quick glance at the Charleston skyline reveals a hint as to the root of the famous name.  

Home to over 400 churches of a wide variety of denominations 
the skyline is punctuated with steeples in every direction.  It’s 
rare to find a view of the Charleston skyline where you don’t spot 
a stately, soaring steeple.  The city’s many churches date back to 
it’s founding as the colony of 
Charles Towne in 1670.  The 
colony was established on the 
basic principles of religious 
tolerance.  From Episcopal to 
Baptist, Quaker to Jewish, 
Charleston had, and still has, a 
little bit of everything. 

Starts now 

at 7 pm 

mailto:kthyw49@gmail.com
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†  Happy Birthday to 
You! 

 

M aria Silva celebrates 

today!  Bake a cake 

for Erin Williams & George 

Crocker on Sunday.  Renee 

Castronova will be blowing 

out candles on Monday.  

Have a blessed day 

everyone! 

†  Greed 
 

O ur second sin is Greed. 

As we grow older and wiser we see how our retirement years are going to be like.  

Men have a great deal that they have accomplished over the years; women have given birth 

to children, raised them up even when they have a full-time job.  Both have acquired many 

material items, for example, houses, cars, education, money in the bank, a life time of 

learning.  These are great things to have under our belts.  But what happens when what we 

have achieved is not enough.  We start comparing ourselves to other people, for example, 

“my neighbor has a big boat that he bought with his retirement bonus, why can’t I have 

something like that.”  Or maybe, “my neighbor’s wife just won $1,000 at that gambling 

place that they go to.  I bet we could go and win $2,000.”   

 These are just 

examples of greed that 

goes through our minds 

when we look at people 

and then look at ourselves 

and see what we have.  

Greed can destroy.  Greed 

can make you sick. 

 These are the Bible 

verses that deal with 

Greed: 1 Timothy 6:10; 1 

Timothy 6:9; Proverbs 

28:25; Hebrews 13:5; 1 

Corinthians 6:9-11; Luke 

12:15; Proverbs 11:24; 1 John 2:6; Matthew 6:24; Proverbs 15:27; James 4:3; Proverbs 

20:21; Ecclesiastes 5:10; James 5:1-6; Matthew 6:33; John 12:6. 

Jesus saw that if you only depend on Him for what you need, you would not have these 

thoughts go through your minds.  Jesus wants you to have what is best for you.  Live for 

Him and not the world.  We are separated for a reason.  We are His children. 

If you gain the whole world you would lose your soul, but if you gain God you will find 

Him. 

Abba Father, I pray for my brothers and sisters at any age that they will “keep their eye 

on the Sparrow” and realize that what they have acquired through life is the only things they 

need.  Father please love them with all your heart, for we know that you look upon the heart 

and not on the person.  Amen. 

Susan Balla BSNAC - Ministry on Aging, Episcopal Church in CT. 



14  

 

Day 7: Kom Ombo, Edfu, Esna - Breakfast is served on board our boat before traveling to visit 
the remains of Kom Ombo Temple, situated on the riverside.  Unlike most, this temple is 
dedicated to two gods - the crocodile god of Sebek and the solar god of war, Horus the Great.  
We spend time here before 
continuing on to Edfu, the 
location of one of the best 
preserved Egyptian Temples.  
After time for visit we continue 
through the Esna Lock to 
Luxor.  We have dinner and 
overnight on board. 

Save the dates.  This 

spectacular Biblical pilgrimage 

has many options.  Fr. Joe 

plans on joining for Egypt.  

Check out the treasures of 

Egypt or Walk in Jesus 

Footsteps in the Holy Land.  

Do part or all as your schedule 

allows.  Seeing is believing. 

The Exodus 

Episcopal Church-wide Lenten Book Club:  

The Good Book Club (#GoodBookClub) is an invitation to all Episcopalians to join in reading the 
Gospel of Luke and the Book of Acts during Lent - Easter 2018. 

Episcopalians will start reading Luke on Sunday, February 11 and 
read a section of Luke’s Gospel every day through the season of Lent. 
The entire season of Easter will be devoted to daily readings from the 

Book of Acts. 

Resources also will be available in Spanish at ClubBiblico.org. 

Check ECCT Social Media accounts throughout Lent and Easter for 
daily readings and reflections. 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/home/bible-journeys.html
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KcVbQxwRNf2eSr7e2xPQbeHG6zBXV-02ck0N8aufLV32xiOWc2unWh-ESvj0T4bRxUrSClq7GzeElrMJ3eS0J0jIRjDVKGkdxiOZPgxn66PwqBuSH5ksjRYJNzer85D1yixc7zqeTVFPbwjDPWU8Ng==&c=n3MyxNHk-_XH8-82ofNXHCOvv35PsHGa43jF3QIW9lyaR7EJrM7V-g==&ch=XVSpXjoqvZaRk
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KcVbQxwRNf2eSr7e2xPQbeHG6zBXV-02ck0N8aufLV32xiOWc2unWpKEjJqvNuX6ma6Q_mUcRtlTyCbjDszP50ypKkp7gEQNk5uuFx8URO3xxi5aGTDJm4msF0NPJ1y0L4X8w0y1uEndittlrGNwBg==&c=n3MyxNHk-_XH8-82ofNXHCOvv35PsHGa43jF3QIW9lyaR7EJrM7V-g==&ch=XVSpXjoqvZaRk
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The 

Rector’s 

Forum 

The Rector’s Forum meets every Sunday in the Guild 

Room between services at 9:30 am.  It is currently studying 

Romans.  The study of the Book of Romans has often proven 

to be a life-changing exercise.  Throughout the history of the 

church, lives have been radically transformed through the 

impact of Paul’s Epistle to the Romans.  

 

 

 

O ur yearly Annual 

Meeting will be held on 

Sunday, January 21 in Crocker 

Hall between the services.  

There is a sign up sheet in the 

back of the church asking for 

donated food items for an 

Extended Coffee Hour prior to 

the meeting.  Some suggestions 

would be a hot egg or breakfast 

dish, bagels with cream cheese, muffins, donuts, coffee cake, cut up fruit or any breakfast 

item of your choice.  Please sign up to ensure that this year's meeting will be a huge 

success!  Thanks all!          Contact: Mary Allen (203) 775-6633 
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Holy Land Revisited 

†  The Answer Is Yes   
 

I 
s it safe to visit Israel? 
Many Americans hesitate when considering a trip to Israel, but they need not have 
any concerns.  Israel has the very best security systems in place in the entire world.  

You have never seen airport security until you’ve seen Israel’s airport security. 
Security is tight and there are checkpoints almost everywhere, from X-ray machines at 

the bus stations to metal detectors at malls to armed guards at your hotel.  You literally 
cannot go more than five minutes without seeing an armed IDF soldier, and usually more 
than one (they are typically in groups). 

In short, Israel is very safe.  Actually, she is much safer than the United States.  As of 
2012, according to the most current data available, the UN reported that there were 134 
intentional homicides per 100,000 in Israel, or a 1.8% rate, while in the U.S. the number was 
a staggering 14,827, or a 4.7% rate.  In other words, you are safer in Jerusalem than you are 
in Detroit, New York, or Chicago. 

Terrorism is a threat both in America and abroad.  The Israelis have had the misfortune 
of experiencing more terrorism in their brief history than Americans, and so they have 
developed a culture of vigilance that is more advanced than the U.S.  They are way ahead of 
us when it comes to protecting their citizens, and they have the statistics to show for it. 

Consider these points: 
• Other countries also have violence, even terrorism.  Do you think twice about a trip to 

Paris in the spring or New York at Christmas? 
• The Lord is the One who watches over you.  Your times are in His hands.  There is 

nothing to fear (John 16:33). 
• Just like starting a family, if you wait until 
it’s a perfect world, you’ll never have kids.  
The same goes for Jerusalem, and you will 
regret missing out on the chance to see it. 
• The media sells itself with inflaming, 
sensational stories, but rarely promotes the 
positive story or truth.  All news stories have 
an angle.  This almost always jades the 
reality of any situation, especially in the 
Middle East. 
• Terrorists rarely, if ever, attack tourists.  
It’s bad PR for their cause. 
• If you have concerns, go in a large tour 

group with an established company (Ecclesiastes 4:9-12). 
• The number one tour group to Israel, Pilgrim Tours (the company St. Paul’s uses), has 

been in business for almost 30 years without any incidents…ever. 
• And just like a visit to Boston or Los Angeles, you don’t go to dangerous areas or 

travel alone after dark in a new place.  The same is true in Israel.  Your tour guide won’t 
take you to potentially hazardous spots. 

• The whole world is a dangerous place.  You are at risk even in your own home, and if 
you stop to think about it, most of what you fear never happens anyway.  Don’t allow fear to 
stop you from living your life. 

In the mode of Jesus’ style of teaching, consider this parable: 
Two men are walking home and hear screams coming from a house across the street.  

(Continued on page 17) 



 17 

 

They see smoke coming out of the windows and flames are licking the rooftop.  The first 
man panics and runs away shouting, “FIRE!”  The other man is also shaking with fear, but 
he charges inside and saves a small child from certain death.  Which man’s fear was 
rational? 

 The answer is both men were logical to 
feel afraid, but only one of them didn’t let it 
control him.  His desire to do the right thing 
and help the child overcame his fear.  Don’t 
let fear prevent you from experiencing all 
that this amazing land has to offer. 
Finally, talk to people who have been there, 
have been real tourists in Israel and hear 
what they have to say about their own 
experiences. 
 “Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: ‘May 
they prosper who love you.  May peace be 
within your walls, and prosperity within 
your palaces (Psalm 122:6).” 
 • Deuteronomy 3:22, 31:8; Joshua 
10:25; Job 1:6-12; Psalm 94:19, 139:23; 
Isaiah 41:10; Matthew 10:28-31; John 
14:27; 1 Peter 3:14. 

(Continued from page 16) The Answer Is Yes 

†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

Thursday, January 18th 

Confession of St. Peter 
 

W hen Simon Bar-Jona confessed, “You are the Christ,” Jesus responded, “You are 
Peter, and on this rock I will build my Church.”  This rough fisherman and his 

brother Andrew were the first disciples called by Jesus.  Peter figures prominently in the 
Gospels, often stumbling, impetuous, intense, and uncouth. 

It was Peter who attempted to walk on the sea, and began to sink; it was Peter who 
impulsively wished to build three tabernacles on the mountain of the Transfiguration; it was 
Peter who, just before the crucifixion, three times denied knowing his Lord. 

But it was also Peter who, after Pentecost, risked his life to 
do the Lord’s work, speaking boldly of his belief in Jesus.  It 
was also Peter, the Rock, whose strength and courage helped 
the young Church in its questioning about the mission beyond 
the Jewish community.  Opposed at first to the baptism of 
Gentiles, he had the humility to admit a change of heart, and to 
baptize the Roman centurion Cornelius and his household.  
Even after this, Peter had a continuing struggle with his Jewish 
conservatism; for Paul, writing to the Galatians, rebukes him 
for giving way to the demands of Jewish Christians to 
dissociate himself from table-fellowship with Gentiles. 

Though the New Testament makes no mention of it, the 
tradition connecting Peter with Rome is early and virtually certain.  According to a legend 
based on that tradition, Peter fled from Rome during the persecution under Nero.  On the 
Appian Way, he met Christ, and asked him, “Domine, quo vadis?” (“Lord, where are you 
going?”).  The Lord answered, “I am coming to be crucified again.”  Peter thereupon 
retraced his steps, and was shortly thereafter crucified, head downwards.  “I am not worthy 
to be crucified as my Lord was,” he is supposed to have said. 

As we watch Peter struggle with himself, often stumble, love his Lord and deny him, 
speak rashly and act impetuously, his life reminds us that our Lord did not come to save the 
godly and strong but to save the weak and the sinful.  Simon, an ordinary human being, was 
transformed by the Holy Spirit into the “Rock,” and became the leader of the Church. 
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Upcoming Events in our  

Northwest Region 
 

Parish Musician Luncheon 
Sunday, January 21

st
 from 1-3 pm at St. Michael’s Episcopal Church in 

Litchfield 
 

This gathering is for the principal musician of each Episcopal parish in the 
Northwest Region of the Episcopal Church in Connecticut.  The goal of the 
gathering is to celebrate the important ministry of music over a meal, to build 
relationships with each other and to see if there is energy to organize a 
collaborative “Big Sing,” evensong, hymn sing or some other musical event in 
the Northwest Region. 

 

More details will be sent directly to the musicians in the month leading up to the 
event!  Eliza Marth at emarth@epsicopalct.org is the contact person for this 
gathering.   
 

Trinity Institute 2018: Values in Action 
Friday, February 2

nd
 from 7 - 9 pm and Saturday, February 3

rd
 from 9 am - 3pm 

Live Streaming at St. Michael’s, Litchfield 
 

Trinity Wall Street hosts an annual conference called “Trinity Institute.” You may 
register and attend the conference in New York City, or you can join others from the 
Northwest Region at St. Michael’s, Litchfield where we will be live streaming the 
conference!  This year, the conference focuses on how we can create a better world 
through action and connection.  We will explore how to get grounded and how to 
discern shared values to form powerful partnerships that will help us move forward 
with courageous intention.  The conference is a mix of speakers and facilitated 
small group breakouts. 
 

Are you and/or a group from your church interested in attending?  Please email 
Eliza Marth at emarth@episcopalct.org or click here to register.  The cost is free, 
though please bring a nutritious non-perishable to donate to the Food Pantry at St. 
Michael’s.  Light refreshments and lunch will be provided on Saturday. 
 

Lay Preaching Class 
We are beginning a series of four classes designed to 
prepare lay people to preach in the pulpits of their 
parish.  The goal of the class is to prepare lay people to 
preach and to build a support network for lay preachers. 
 

If you are interested*, or if you are a lay preacher who 
would like to join a community of support, please email 
our Northwest Region Missionary, Eliza Marth at 
emarth@episcopalct.org.  *Support from the rector/priest 
in charge of your parish is required to participate in the 
class  
Update: This pilot class is full and will be kicking off in 
February!  Email Eliza if you are interested in 
participating in the next round 

 

Annual Northwest Region Convocation 
Saturday, June 23

rd
 at White Memorial in Litchfield 

 

Everyone is invited to join the Northwest Region Leadership Team for our 2
nd

 
Annual Northwest Region Convocation.  We will have time to meet one another, 
pray together, and to discuss what God is up to in our Region.  Please save and 
share the date - more details will be sent out closer to the event. 
 

(Continued on page 19) 

mailto:emarth@epsicopalct.org
mailto:emarth@episcopalct.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdvshha5JwOiwAVol-uxU27COku3c4ppNzZANI4ptORIzEiCw/viewform?usp=sf_link
mailto:emarth@episcopalct.org
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Pilgrimage to Egypt and the Holy Land 
Egypt: June 28-July 10, 2018 Holy Land: July 10-19, 2018 
Organized by St. Paul’s in Brookfield 
 

For the past 5 years, St. Paul’s in Brookfield in conjunction with surrounding 
Episcopal parishes, has gone on a pilgrimage to Biblical sites.  They are 
widening the circle and inviting anyone in the Northwest Region who is 
interested to join!  This trip will enliven your faith by learning history, following 
in the literal footsteps of where Jesus, the disciples and the prophets before 
them trod, and seeing a bit of the cultural and environmental context from 
which the stories of the Bible grew. 
 

This year, the trip has two parts, beginning in Egypt and ending in the Holy 
Land. This trip has many options, as your schedule and finances allow.  So far 
this year, Episcopalians will be joining from St. Andrew’s in Kent and Marbledale as 
well as St. Paul’s in Woodbury and Brookfield.  If you are interested, please email 
David Szen at dszen@yahoo.com. 

 

Second Sunday at Camp Washington 
2

nd
 Sunday of each month from 4:30 - 6:30 pm 

 

Join us the second Sunday of each month for a time of 
learning, reflection, and community.  Guest speakers (both 
ordained and lay people) will offer a short program, followed 
by worship, concluding with dinner.  Spend time in thought 
and prayer surrounded by the natural beauty of Camp 
Washington.  There is no cost for this program, however we 
ask guests to consider making a free will offering to our 
financial aid program, and we also encourage guests to 
bring a non-perishable food item for our local pantry 
program. 
 

Please RSVP by calling 860-567-9623 or 
camp@campwashington.org.  We hope you can join us! 
 

Get Connected 
 

Check the Northwest Region – Episcopal Church in Connecticut Facebook page! 
Like us and we will like you – share your parish events – find out about Northwest 

Region events: 
www.facebook.com/NorthwestRegionECCT 

 

Eliza Marth 
Northwest Region Missionary  

emarth@episcopalct.org 860-387-2190 

Call/text/email our Northwest Region Missionary anytime. 

Time is short …

for this world in 

its present form 

is passing away. 

(1 Corinthians 

7:29-31  

mailto:dszen@yahoo.com
mailto:camp@campwashington.org
https://www.facebook.com/NorthwestRegionECCT/
mailto:emarth@episcopalct.org
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†  Socks & Toiletries for the Homeless 
 

A s the temperature drops and the seasons change remember 
homeless people are on their feet all day, and the only 

pair of socks they own are very likely to be threadbare.  Once 
again, this year we are collecting socks and toiletries for the men’s 
homeless shelter throughout the winter months.  Place donations in 
the bins in the back of the church or Crocker Hall. 

†  Could Silence Protect Us...  

A lthough so many of us call God our “Rock and Salvation” far too often He becomes 

our last resort.  When all of our resources are gone, our options exhausted, and 

energies spent we turn to God not just for comfort in a storm, but in many respects, for a 

miracle.  This picture, posted on Flickr.com by “Piotr.amigo,” seems to capture that 

moment.  Amid all of the darkness in the world God shines through as brilliant light – far 

above and far apart from us, somehow the divine remains intimately close.  It is the beauty 

of the Christian faith.  So we wipe away 

our tears, turn our backs to all those dark 

things that haunt us, and lift our eyes to 

our “strength,” our “refuge,” and our 

“rock,” 

It is in that moment, when we have 

turned away from the darkness, that we 

realize what all our troubles are: as the 

Psalmist says – vapor.  We had vainly 

placed our hopes in our own strength, only 

to forget that “power belongs to God.”  

The Psalm reminds us to come back to 

where we should have always been.  To 

“Trust in Him at all times, you people; 

Pour out your heart before Him; God is a 

refuge for us.”  In doing so, hope is 

restored, our troubles vanish, and all we 

can see is the comforting light of God. -- 

 - Patrick Darnell 

Photograph, October 2, 2007 
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†  Transforming Stewardship 

 

“Follow me and I will make you fishers of men.”  

 – Mark 1:17 

J esus’ call to “Follow me” is a call to all Christians!  

The call is in the here and now, in our present 

circumstances, not when we think we are “ready” or have 

everything in order.  Good stewardship of our God-given 

gifts means that things aren’t always going to go 

according to our schedule and that God has a much better 

plan in store for each of us. 

 



 23 

 

†  This Sunday’s Readings 
 

Leaving All Behind 
 

 Jonah 3:1-5, 10 

I n our Hebrew scripture lesson the prophet Jonah, following his 
ordeal in the belly of a great fish, receives a second summons to 

prophesy to the heathen city of Nineveh.  Jonah preaches as he passed 
into the city, proclaiming repentance and predicting forty days before 
the city’s overthrow.  The people of Nineveh believe God and respond 
to the prophet’s message, proclaiming a fast and putting on the 
sackcloth and ashes that signify mourning and repentance.  In response 
to Nineveh's turn of heart, God determines note to destroy the city. 

 Psalm 62:5-14 
God is a rock and shelter.  The people are to trust in God alone 
 1 Corinthians 7:29-31 
In our epistle lesson Paul encourages the Corinthians to manage 

their temporal affairs in light of eternal realities.  It was thought by Paul 
and the early Christian communities that the time of the Lord’s return 
was near.  The urgency was all the greater, therefore, to keep priorities 
in order and to be cautious about attachments to this present world 
which may distract.  The time to labor for God's kingdom is now. 

 Mark 1:14-20 
Our gospel records the beginning of Jesus’ ministry: his 

proclamation of the coming kingdom and the calling of his first 
disciples.  After the arrest of John the Baptist, Jesus returns to Galilee 
preaching the nearness of God’s rule and the need for a change of heart.  
Two sets of brothers are bidden to leave their nets and become fishers 
for people. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon Shorts 
 

"T he Music of Grace."  What are you bringing?  

To replay all our sermons, audio and videos 

follow this link for the Sunday Sermons.  Check out 

our Sermon Archives as well. 

 

 

Mark 1:14-20 

The fact that Jesus is out 

alone at night and that the 

four all leave their families 

to follow / travel with 

Jesus is abnormal and 

deviant behavior.  By and 

large, most followers of 

Jesus today will never 

become itinerant night 

owls.  However if we also 

never do anything that 

threatens the status quo, 

never do anything that is 

abnormal or deviant, then 

one wonders how exactly 

are we following Jesus? 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Epiphany/BEpi3_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Epiphany/BEpi3_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Epiphany/BEpi3_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Epiphany/BEpi3_RCL.html#gsp1
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2017.html
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Fr. George Hall, Brenda Darling, 
Jean Stauffer, Lorraine Estok and other 
parishioners convalescing in extended care 
facilities. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater 
Danbury area. 
.....Wardens, treasurers, clerks, and all 
vestry members; elected delegates; annual parish meetings. 
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Joe & Barbara Hock, Sue Balla, Rose 
Barrett, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Teresa Stacchiotti, Mary DeAnzeris, 
Anthony, Paul Kovacs, Michele Sarver, Denise, Lee Rybos, Sandy Chaleski, Pam 
Altemus, Stu Terrill, David Lindsay, Susan & Rhonda continued healing. 
.....the people of The Czech Republic; the people of Hungary; Diocese of Alaska - (VIII, The 
Episcopal Church) The Rt Revd Mark Lattime; and our sister and brother members of the 
Byzantine Catholic Church. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.  Pray also 
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to 
know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in 
Somalia with the UN peacekeeping service. 
…..Faith Food Pantry, Newtown, which is the 
recipient of our food basket collections for  
the month of January. 
.....Faith Church, New Milford, a partner 
congregation of the Jericho Partnership. 
.....Our Country. 
.....Cathy Schrull, healing, and peace and comfort 
during her treatments. 
.....Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of the Jericho 
Partnership, complete healing of Multiple Myeloma. 
.....Harlow family.  

 

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make 
You Think 

 

Back Issues of Sword 
Points 

 
The Egyptian 

Pyramids 
 

If you are going on 
our Exodus Trip to 
Egypt you should 

watch this video.  If 
you are not going on 
our trip you should 
watch this video. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Czech_Republic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hungary
http://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=usa&dio=alaska&pos=bishop-of-alaska&posID=18657
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ruthenian_Greek_Catholic_Church
http://www.newtownfoodpantry.org/
http://www.faithchurch.cc/#welcomehome
http://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/18.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j6PbonHsqW0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j6PbonHsqW0
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†  It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks 
Sword Points: 

 

M ary Allen, Sue Balla, Chris Barrett, 
Ron Crowcroft, Carol Ferro, Steve 

Hemming, Diane Loring, Bill Loring, Lois 
Hunt, Susan Iverson, 
Dori McManus, Beth 
Miller, Nicole 
O’Connors, Patrick 
O’Connors, Mary 
Perry, Ken Perry, 
Kirsten Peterson, 
Debbi Pomeroy, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, David Szen, 
Ron Switzer, John 
Tuthill, Don Winkley 
and Gail Winkley. 

 
 

 

Just For Fun ! 
(And Christian Fellowship) 

Random 

Fact of 

the 

Week! 
 

Did you 

know... that 

Nineveh was 

the largest city 

in the world 

for some fifty 

years? 

 

"Follow me and I will make you fish for people." 

-Jesus in Mark 1: 17 

https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nineveh

