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February 8, 2018 

Sword Points 
Transforming 

Lives Through 

Jesus Christ 

 

†  Witnesses of the Divine Majesty 
 

O God, who before the passion of your only-begotten Son revealed his 
glory upon the holy mountain: Grant to us that we, beholding by faith the 
light of his countenance, may be strengthened to bear our cross, and be 
changed into his likeness from glory to glory; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever.  Amen. 
 

Dear Friends, 

T he above Collect for this coming Sunday prepares us for 
the readings to follow, where Elijah is taken up to heaven 

in a mystical whirlwind; the 50th Psalm declares the promise 
of God's self-revelation of glory; Paul speaks of a veil being 
lifted to see this glory; and Jesus is transfigured as the 

revealed glory of God. 

After the Transfiguration, Jesus' disciple, John, a witness, 

declared: "We have beheld his glory, glory as of the only Son 
from the Father" (John 1:14).  And Peter, also present, 
declared that he was an "eyewitness of his majesty" (2 Peter 

1:16).  According to Jewish custom, two or more witnesses 
were required to authenticate an event.  Peter, James and 
John, all witnesses, beheld, in Jesus, the veil between heaven 

and earth removed. 

In taking up our cross, we behold the same glory in our hearts 

as we are indwelt by the Holy Spirit.  This Sunday, as we 
worship, may we be transformed inside as the veil is lifted and 
we behold God with the eyes of our hearts.  And so will we too 

be witnesses of the divine majesty, in Christ. 

Faithfully, 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†  Being Transformed 
 

"Beloved, we are God's children now, 
and what we will be has not yet appeared; 

but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, 
Because we shall see him as he is." 

 - 1 John 3:2 (ESV) 
 

by John Tuthill 
 

T 
he gospel reading this Sunday describes Jesus' 

"Transfiguration" on a high mountain (Mark 9:2-9).  My 

study Bible compares other scriptures from God's Word 

which may transfigure the way we have been hearing this familiar 

account each year on this last Sunday in the season of Epiphany.  Does 

what happens to Jesus in any way reflect what He will cause to 

transfigure in His people?  Consider... 

The Apostle Paul writes to the Philippians (vs. 3:20-21), "...our citizenship is in heaven.  

And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, who by the power that 

enables Him to bring everything under His control, will transform our lowly bodies so that 

they will be like His glorious body." 

And in 1 Corinthians 15:49 we read; " Just as we have borne the likeness of the earthly 

man, so shall we bear 

the likeness of the 

Man from Heaven." 

And, in one of the 

most-loved chapters in 

all-the Bible, we read 

in Romans 8:29 about 

there being both the 

command together 

with the assurance 

described in life 

through the Spirit; 

"..to be conformed to 

the likeness of His 

Son..." 

Thanks be to God! 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“Brothers and sisters, whether you eat or drink, or 

whatever you do, do everything for the glory of 

God.’”      – 1 Corinthians 10:31 

 

D o a quick check of your priorities.  Where 

does God rank in that list?  If He’s not first, 

you have some work to do.  Putting God first in 

everything helps us from putting other “gods” (like 

our pride and ego, money and possessions to name 

a few) before God.  Before making a decision, ask 

yourself I’m I going this for the glory of God or for 

the glory of me? 
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Thu, Feb   8 - 7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Fri, Feb   9 - 3:00 pm - Youth Depart on Monadnock Winter Retreat 

Sat, Feb 10 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 

  10:00 am - Praise Moves, Crocker Hall 

  10:00 am - Jericho Food Pantry, Danbury 

Sun, Feb 11 -  The Last Sunday after the Epiphany 

  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) (Facebook) 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (LiveStream) (Facebook) 

  5:00 pm - Youth Return from Monadnock Winter Retreat 

Mon, Feb 12 - 7:00 pm - Staff Meeting, Rectors Office 

  7:30 pm - Vestry Meeting, Guild Room 

Tue, Feb 13 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

  5:30 pm - Shrove Tuesday Extravaganza, Crocker Hall 

Wed, Feb 14 -  Ash Wednesday 

 - 10:00 am - Holy Communion & Imposition of Ashes 

 - 7:30 pm - Holy Communion & Imposition of Ashes 

Thu, Feb 15 - 7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, Feb 17 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 

  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 

Sun, Feb 18 -  First Sunday in Lent 

  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) (Facebook) 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (LiveStream) (Facebook) 

Holy Eucharist & Imposition of Ashes 

Ash Wednesday, February 14th 

10:00 am  &  7:30 pm 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
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†  Courage  
 

“No man shall be able to stand before you all the days of your life; as I was with 
Moses, so I will be with you.  I will not leave you nor forsake you.  Be strong and of 
good courage, for to this people you shall divide as an inheritance the land which I 
swore to their fathers to give them.  Only be strong and very courageous, that you 
may observe to do according to all the law which Moses My servant commanded 

you; do not turn from it to the right hand or to the left, that you may prosper 
wherever you go.  This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you 
shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is 
written in it.  For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have 
good success.  Have I not commanded you?  Be strong and of good courage; do not 

be afraid, nor be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.” 
Joshua 1:5-9 

by Steve Hemming 
 

A 
s a kid, I identified with the cowardly lion character in the movie, “The Wizard of 
Oz.”  While he talked tough, deep down he was just a “scaredy-cat.”  It wasn’t 
until he faced his fears of the unknown that laid before him, when he helped 

Dorothy secure the broomstick of the wicked witch of the west, did the lion develop and find 
the courage he desperately sought after. 

“Courage is not the absence of fear; 
courage is overcoming fear,” says Paul 
Keith Davis, Founder and Leader of 
White Dove Ministries.  Whenever God 
calls us to a certain task or ministry that 
in the natural may appear daunting, we 
need to walk boldly and obediently by 
faith, knowing the Lord will lead and 
guide us each step of the way.  Waiting 
for our anxieties to vanish before 
moving forward will only delay the 
completion of God’s plans.  And our 
reluctance to proceed could even be 
perceived as an act of disobedience. 

In the Joshua 1:5-9 passage above, 
God may have sensed fear in Joshua, as he was poised to lead the Israel nation over the 
Jordan River into the Promised Land.  This possibly could have been why the Lord told 
Joshua three separate times to be strong and courageous.  Additionally, as expressed in the 
Amplified Bible, God exhorted Joshua in verse 9; “Do not be terrified or dismayed 
(intimidated).” 

The next time we are called to venture into uncharted territory like Joshua was, we can 
glean much wisdom from the words God spoke to him, that will boost our courage and 
enable us to move forward more confidently in the strength of the Lord: 

God is with us – We are never alone, for God is always with us.  The Lord will never 
leave us nor forsake us (v.5), and He’ll be with us wherever we go (v.9). 

God is for us – The Apostle Paul writes in Romans 8:31, “If God is for us, who can be 
against us?”  Because He is for us, no one will be able to stand against us (v.5). 

God’s purpose will be fulfilled – His plans cannot be thwarted.  Joshua would fulfill the 
promise God made to his ancestors Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (v.6). 

Obey God’s commandments – As we become true doers of the word (James 1:22), and 
do not stray away from the Lord’s commands, we will be successful in our endeavors (v.7). 

Abide in the Word – In order to prosper in all our ways, we need to continually remain 
in the word of God; ponder it, pray it, and speak it out loud into the atmosphere (v.8) 

Choose courage, reject fear – When God gives us a command, it is for His glory and 
also for our benefit, as noted in Romans 8:28; “And we know that all things work together 
for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose.”  The 

(Continued on page 5) 
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†  Art in the Christian Tradition 
“Elijah Taken Up Into Heaven In The Chariot Of Fire” 

Pieter Symonsz. Potter, (1597-1652) 
 

Pieter Symonsz Potter was a Dutch Golden Age painter.  He is perhaps best known as 
the father of Paulus by whom he has been overshadowed. 

He was first trained as a glass painter and in 1628 moved to Leiden to learn painting in 
oils.  He is known mostly for genre pieces and farm landscapes, and he became a member of 
the Delft Guild of St. Luke in 1646, and a member of the Confrerie Pictura in 1647.   

In this 
painting, 
Elijah the 
Prophet is 
throwing his 
cape to Elisha 
the prophet.  
Elisha would 
take over for 
Elijah who 
was taken up 
to Heaven in a 
chariot of fire.  
Enoch and 
Elijah are the 
only people 
who did not 
die a physical 
death. 

Lord directs us to be strong and of good 
courage, and not allow fear to dictate our actions 
(v.9). 

If God commands us to be strong and of 
good courage, we can take Him at His word.  
Since He created us, He knows fully well what 
we are capable of.  And as we put our hope and 
trust in the Lord, He will transform us from 
cowardly to courageous!! 

(Continued from page 4) Courage 

 

T here are two key reminders in our Ash 
Wednesday lessons.  Psalm 103 urges us 

to “Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not 
all his benefits,” and the conclusion of 
Matthew’s gospel passage points out that we 
need to choose carefully what our life treasures 
are to be, and to whom or what they will be 
committed. 
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Name Tags - Please be courteous to your fellow 
parishioners, to newcomers, visiting clergy and guests 
by extending a warm welcome to them and by 
wearing your name tag.  And remember to wear 
them to coffee hour as well. 

†  Lent Begins In Ashes 
 

O n Ash Wednesday we are reminded of our mortality and sin.  It is not a time for 
groveling; rather, it is a time for reality, for genuine humility, for repentance and 

forgiveness and renewed commitment to following the ways of Jesus.  Lent is a season of 
preparation, and we are already looking forward to Jesus’ passion and death for us and then 
to Easter. 

One of the oldest names for Lent is “the forty days,” meaning the days from Ash 
Wednesday to Easter less the Sundays that can be observed as anticipations of Easter, days 
of rest from fasting or other disciplines in order to strengthen ourselves.  “Forty” is a kind 

of generic number in scripture and calls quickly to mind significant biblical 
stories: the forty days of Noah’s flood (Genesis 7:12); Moses’ forty days on 

Mount Sinai (Exodus 24:18 and elsewhere); and the forty days that 
Nineveh was given to repent (Jonah 3:4).  We particularly think of 
the forty years that Israel was in the wilderness, tempted by Satan 

(Mark 1:13). 
During the forty days of Lent God’s people are invited again into a 
wilderness experience, not without temptation, to fast in one way or another, 
to pray and to seek in hope and trust to follow and serve their Lord.  With the 
people of God in ages past, we are on a pilgrimage through a wilderness of 
renewal and faith to the promised land and of following Jesus on the way to 

agony, passion, and death - and then new life. 
 

Lord, who throughout these forty days 
For us didst fast and pray, 
Teach us with thee to mourn our sins 
And close by thee to stay. 
  (The Hymnal 1982, Hymn 142) 
 

These themes will repeat themselves throughout Lent; journey, pilgrimage, wilderness, 
preparation, honest reflection, repentance, forgiveness, humility, renewal, following Jesus.  
Use this time to invite others to join you in this journey of renewal and faith. 
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†  House Blessing 

O n Thursday evening, 

February 22nd we’ll be 

sharing Holy Eucharist and 

blessing the home 

of parishioners 

Mary & Lyndon 

Thomas in 

Newtown.  

Directions will 

be available in 

the back of the 

church 

†  St. Paul's Lenten Series Begins February 21st 

“The Keys to Spiritual Growth - Unlocking the Riches of God” 
 

T his year's Lenten series will focus on a book by John 

MacArthur, “The Keys to Spiritual Growth.” 

"God intends for every Christian to grow to spiritual 

maturity.  His Word commands us to progress daily toward a 

fuller personal knowledge of God and Christ.  In this book 

Pastor John MacArthur thoroughly explores a multitude of 

biblical passages to reveal the riches of God in Jesus Christ--

riches that will help us continue growing in both faith and 

spirit.  This noted pastor and author takes readers back to the 

basics of what the true Christian life is all about, so that they 

can unlock the treasures God has for them in Christ." 

We will begin each Wednesday evening, starting on 

February 21st, at 6:30 pm with our famous “Bring Your Own 

Bowl” Soup Supper, and then the program will follow. 

Watch soon  for signup sheet to assist us in planning. 

“F arewell to Alleluia” Sunday is an ironic 
reminder to us that the journey of 

followers includes not only the “up” celebrations 
of Christmas and Epiphany, but also call us to 
intentional sharing in Christ’s journey to 
Jerusalem and the Cross.  How will you 
strengthen your spiritual and stewardship life 

during this 
approaching 
Lent? 

†  You Can Help  

T he second Saturday of each month a group from St. Paul’s 

volunteers at the Jericho Food & Clothing Pantry on Spring 

Street in Danbury.  Please consider signing up by emailing Laurie 

DoBosh ldobosh@tcco.com.  The pantry is also looking for donations of 

reusable grocery bags and plastic bags for the clients to put their food in.  

We are also looking for coloring books and crayons for the children who 

come with their parents to the pantry (gently used is accepted) and travel 

size toiletries you usually find at hotels are also needed.  Please place 

donations in Crocker Hall bin marked Jericho (left hand brown bin).  

mailto:ldobosh@tcco.com
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Youth Auction - March 4th 
On Sunday, March 4th, St. Paul's OWN will host its annual blind auction to raise 

funds for our summer mission trip to Chicago. And you are invited! Last years auction 

included gift cards to local restaurants, a family movie night gift basket, tickets to a local 

concert, music lessons, a gift certificate to a jewelry store, and more! We expect to 

have just as many fantastic items up for auction this year. There is no admission price, 

and families are always welcome and kids are invited to participate in our kids only raf-

fle. Hors d’oeuvres and refreshments will be served. We hope to see you there! 

We are looking for help from individuals, small groups/ministries, and businesses to 

help make the evening a success. Please consider helping us in the 

following ways: 

Individuals: we are looking for donations of new, unwrapped toys 

for a kids only raffle during the auction. 

Small Groups/Ministries: please consider going in with your 

small group or ministry group to donate a themed basket or auc-

tion item. It could be anything from a spa gift basket to food 

items (jams, jellies, baked goods), to a family movie night 

basket. Or perhaps a party theme basket, gardening or 

quilting basket, or even a date night basket for busy 

parents.  

Businesses: If you own or work at a local business 

please consider donating an item or service from your business such as a gift card to 

your restaurant or store, a consultation by a professional, or a donation of landscaping, 

snow removal, auto or boat detailing, etc.  It’s a great way to support the youth and per-

haps bring in a new patron! 

We ask that all donations be brought to the church by Sunday, February 18th. 

Please sign up during coffee hour to help out with the auction. Thank you! 
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COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 

Feb 11th  8 am  - Kovacs    10:30 am - Jack Collins 
Feb 18th  8 am - Chris MacMillan  10:30 am - Marie Williams 
Feb 25th  8 am - Robin Powell  10:30 am - Christine Domareck 

Contact Mary Allen at 

203-775-6633 or 

chamla@charter.net. 

† Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper Mardi Gras  
Valentine’s Day Extravaganza 

 

E veryone is invited to Saint Paul’s Annual Pancake 
Supper on Shrove Tuesday, February 13th, from 

5:30 to 7:00 pm.  Come celebrate the final moments 
before Lent begins with pancakes and 
games, beads and balloons!  And since 
Valentine’s Day falls on Ash 
Wednesday we’ll also celebrate his 
day as well. 

†  Being Transfigured 
 

B efore we head into Lent, on this last Sunday we conclude the seasons of Christmas 
and Epiphany with a celebration of the Transfiguration of Jesus on the mount. 

The Transfiguration is not to be understood only as a spiritual experience of 
Jesus while at prayer, which three chosen disciples, Peter, James, and John, were 
permitted to witness.  It is one of a series of supernatural manifestations, by 
which God authenticated Jesus as his Son.  It is at one with the appearance of the 
angels at the birth and at his resurrection, and with the descent of the Spirit at 
Jesus’ baptism.  Matthew records the voice from heaven saying, “This is my Son, 
the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him” (Matthew 17:5).  
Briefly the veil is drawn aside, and a chosen few are permitted to see Jesus, not 
only as the earth-born son of Mary, but as the eternal Son of God.  Moses and 
Elijah witness to Jesus as the fulfillment of the Law and the Prophets.  In Luke’s 
account of the event, they speak of the “exodus” which Jesus is to accomplish at 
Jerusalem.  A cloud, a sign of divine presence, envelops the disciples, and a 
heavenly voice proclaims Jesus to be the Son of God. 

Immediately thereafter Jesus announces to Peter, James, and John the 
imminence of his death.  As Paul was later to say of Jesus, “Though he was in the 
form of God, he did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but 
emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, and was born in human likeness.  
And, being found in human form, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, 
even death on a cross” (Philippians 2:6–8). 

The figure of the transfigured Christ is regarded as a foreshadowing of the Risen and 
Ascended Lord. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8iV8iSAL0aE
mailto:Hi%20Dave. %20Could%20you%20please%20add%20that%20we%20needs%20Coffee%20Hour%20hCHAMLA@CHARTER.NET
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O ur St. Paul’s 

Movie Club has 

several new movies on its radar.  

The first is SAMSON.  Due out in 

mid February this Biblical film pits 

the all-powerful Samson on a quest 

for vengeance that brings him into direct conflict with the Philistine army.    

PAUL, APOSTLE OF CHRIST will be in theaters in late March.  In it Paul continues to 

preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ while awaiting execution in Rome.  Luke visits Paul in 

prison and smuggles out his letters to a growing community of believers. 

Also out in late March is MARY MAGDALENE, an authentic and humanistic portrait of 

one of the most enigmatic and misunderstood spiritual figures in 

history.  She finds a place for herself within the movement and at 

the heart of a journey that will lead to Jerusalem.  

Watch Sword Points for dates and times when we’ll go as a 

group.  In the meantime check out the trailers. 

St. Paul’s 

Movie Club 

Save the Date! 

We are going to see 

Samson on Monday, 

February 19th.  

Location and time 

will be available soon. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=1&v=mSolF3QBVBY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZaK-lbhhx_M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZaK-lbhhx_M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x18fgYITXwc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x18fgYITXwc
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†  So, Who Was This St. Valentine? 

 

V alentine’s Day is a day we love to remember, but we don’t know why.  We'll never 

really know exactly who he was or what he did, but the stories surrounding this 

popular saint have contributed to the Valentine's holiday traditions.  The Roman Catholic 

Church recognizes at least three different saints named Valentine or Valentinus.  Although 

there are two main stories about St. Valentine, it is possible they evolved from the life of one 

man. 

Some believe that he was a Catholic priest and physician in Rome who was beaten to 

death under the Christian persecution of Emperor Claudius II, who ruled from 268 to 270 

A.D.  Some accounts say that before he was martyred, he was thrown in jail where he 

befriended the jailer's blind daughter and restored her sight.  

The day of his execution, he left a note for this girl to thank 

her for her friendship and signed it "From your Valentine."  

Some accounts say that he rubbed ointment in her eyes on 

several occasions or prayed for her incessantly to heal her.  

The other legend is that he left a blossom in his farewell 

note, and that blossom healed her.  This note may have been 

the first valentine. 

The second, and perhaps more well-known, story is that 

St. Valentine was a priest who married couples during the 

reign of Claudius II, who outlawed marriage in order to 

keep his soldiers focused on war rather than wives.  This 

priest was eventually caught and martyred.  Some say that 

while he was in jail, lovers slipped notes and flowers into 

his cell to thank him for believing in marriage and love. 

Both St. Valentines are believed to have been martyred 

on February 14.  It's interesting to note that, in ancient 

Rome, February 14 was the day honoring Juno, the queen of 

the Roman gods and goddesses, who was also the goddess 

of women and marriage.  February 15 was the start of the 

Feast of Lupercalia, during which Roman boys drew the 

names of Roman girls from a jar in order to choose a partner 

for the festival.  In the early Christian church, the Roman priests tried to Christianize the 

pagan holiday by placing the names of saints in the jar so that those choosing would draw a 

patron saint for the year instead of a maiden's name.  Pope Gelasius declared February 14 

the day to honor St. Valentine in 496 A.D. 

 During the Middle Ages, popular thought was that birds 

paired midway through February, thus February 14 lent itself 

to being a day for lovers.  In England and France, St. 

Valentine was one of the most popular saints.  Many 

traditions developed, such as children dressing up as adults 

and going from home to home singing verses like: 
 

Good morning to you, valentine;  

Curl your locks as I do mine ---  

Two before and three behind.  

Good morning to you, valentine. 
 

 Flowers, poems and small gifts have been a Valentine's 

Day tradition for centuries.  The oldest known Valentine was 

given by the Duke of Orleans to his wife after he had been 

taken prisoner by the English in 1415. 
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Day 10: Cairo - An early morning flight back to Cairo will allow for a full day of touring the 
wonders of the ancient world, some of which 
date back to 1000+ years prior to Abraham!  We 
spendtime at one of the seven wonders of the 
world - the pyramids.  Cheops, with an original 
height of 496 feet, is the most colossal pyramid 
ever built.  Today, we will also see the Sphinx 
and tour the Egyptian Museum, location of 
Tutankhamen’s treasures and ancient remains.  
Dinner and show at a Cairo restaurant with 
private dining hall. 

Save the dates.  This 

spectacular Biblical pilgrimage 

has many options.  Fr. Joe 

plans on joining for Egypt.  

Check out the treasures of 

Egypt or Walk in Jesus 

Footsteps in the Holy Land.  

Do part or all as your schedule 

allows.  Seeing is believing. 

The Exodus 

Episcopal Church-wide Lenten Book Club:  

The Good Book Club (#GoodBookClub) is an invitation to all 
Episcopalians to join in reading the Gospel of Luke and the 

Book of Acts during Lent - Easter 2018. Episcopalians will start 
reading Luke on Sunday, February 11 and read a section of 

Luke’s Gospel every day through the season of Lent. The entire 
season of Easter will be devoted to daily readings from the 

Book of Acts. 

Resources also will be available in Spanish at ClubBiblico.org. 

Check ECCT Social Media accounts throughout Lent and Easter 
for daily readings and reflections. 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/home/bible-journeys.html
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KcVbQxwRNf2eSr7e2xPQbeHG6zBXV-02ck0N8aufLV32xiOWc2unWh-ESvj0T4bRxUrSClq7GzeElrMJ3eS0J0jIRjDVKGkdxiOZPgxn66PwqBuSH5ksjRYJNzer85D1yixc7zqeTVFPbwjDPWU8Ng==&c=n3MyxNHk-_XH8-82ofNXHCOvv35PsHGa43jF3QIW9lyaR7EJrM7V-g==&ch=XVSpXjoqvZaRk
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KcVbQxwRNf2eSr7e2xPQbeHG6zBXV-02ck0N8aufLV32xiOWc2unWpKEjJqvNuX6ma6Q_mUcRtlTyCbjDszP50ypKkp7gEQNk5uuFx8URO3xxi5aGTDJm4msF0NPJ1y0L4X8w0y1uEndittlrGNwBg==&c=n3MyxNHk-_XH8-82ofNXHCOvv35PsHGa43jF3QIW9lyaR7EJrM7V-g==&ch=XVSpXjoqvZaRk
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†  Envy 

 

O ur second to the last sin is Envy.  This is a sin that we all fall short on.  In scripture, 

envy can be a god to many people, for instance, when Diana was the god of the 

Romans many other cultures envied her.  She was the goddess of childbirth and women.  If 

you remember that in Ruth, Chemosh, the ancient God of the Moabites.  This is what Ruth 

worshipped before she accepted Naomi’s God.  Envy can turn a person from being a nice 

chap into a raving killer.  No matter what your age is, envy could creep into your life.  I 

think of senior citizens that have retired and they meet up with a person that they have 

worked with all their lives; they see that this person has a very expensive car, so the other 

couple becomes envious of the man who has the 

nice car.  Think about the commercial that shows a 

woman who has a SUV that everyone is envious 

of; it seats seven people plus a dog.  It gets good 

gas mileage and it is half gas and half battery.  

Then you see that everyone has the same car 

because they envied the first person who bought 

the car in the first place.  Another example, Joseph 

and the amazing color coat; all his brothers sell 

Joseph because they are envious of the fact that 

their father did not think to make all of the 

brother’s color coats.  Then things turn around and 

Joseph is second in command of Egypt during a 

famine and his brothers come to Joseph for food.  

Do you see how envy has a way that makes us fall 

short?  In Romans 3:23-24 it says; “For all have 

sinned and fallen short of the glory of God, and all 

are justified freely by his grace through the 

redemption that came by Jesus Christ.”  Could it be 

that the terrorist envied us and that is why they used our planes against us, because we have 

many things that they do not have?  David and Bathsheba .. David had Uriah killed because 

of envy, resulting in David’s first-born son later dying because of his sin.  Could it be the 

same for you that God took something away from you because of what you did because you 

were envious? 

Just remember that no matter how old you are or who you are, God Loves You.  Ask 

God for forgiveness and come back into the fold.  Remember Jesus went to the cross 

because of our sin.   

Beloved if you think that you don’t deserve heaven just say the sinner’s prayer and 

surrender your life to Jesus. 
 

Dear Jesus, Thank you for dyeing on the cross in my place. 

I know I am a sinner, come into my heart and save me. 

When I die take me to heaven to live with you forever.  Amen  
 

Susan Balla BSNAC - Ministry on Aging, Episcopal Church 

in CT. 

“ Your heart will always be found 
where your treasure is,” says Jesus.  

Where is the faithful followers’ heart going 
to be found then?  Is that where your heart 
is? 
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Holy Land Revisited 

†  What is a Kibbutz?   
 

275 communal groups known as kibbutzim (the plural form of kibbutz) live out a 

unique, organic ideal.  Ironically, it is also organic in a literal sense.  These close-knit 
groups began working together as farmers.  The idea of a kibbutz (kvutza), Hebrew for a 
“group” or “gathering,” dates back over 100 years ago when immigrants from Eastern 
Europe arrived to work the land as a collective community. 

Since their genesis was agricultural in nature, most of these communities were located in 
rural areas that they converted into some of the most fertile areas in Israel.  The primary 
idea, a voluntary society characterized by a collective sharing of property, income, 
education and family life, is rooted in the politics of Eastern Europe’s socialism.  This social 
contract operates under the idea that each member is part of a larger conglomerate, and not 
just a unit of their own family.  In other words, neighbors are also partners (Acts 2:44). 

When these pioneers arrived in 1909 (fleeing the pogroms in Eastern Europe), the land 
of Palestine was too dry, too marshy and unable to sustain any growth.  Picture rocks, lots 
and lots of rocks.  Their hard work, and we’re talking tremendously hard work in a desert 
environment, along with some creative irrigation, turned the land into a flourishing land that 
would become the state of Israel in 1948.  This strong communal effort was linked with an 
equally strong patriotism (Zionism), which blended perfectly with the struggles of farming 
and the struggles to establish a country. 

Originally, the idea of a Kibbutz operated under the design that all income goes into a 
common pool for 
operating expenses, 
but their socialist 
ideals met the 
economic realities of 
the eighties and 
many kibbutzim 
declared bankruptcy.  
Most that survived 
these economic 
difficulties had to 
make drastic 
reforms to stay 
viable, including 
privatization, home 
ownership, 
differential incomes 
(based on the work 
they do instead of 
strictly equal pay) 
and employment 
outside the kibbutz. 
 Less than 25% 
of them operate on 
the original 
collective model.  

(Continued on page 15) 
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Two revised compensation systems more reflective of the population’s desires have taken 
hold.  Either each member gets a percentage of their salary and a set amount that all 
members receive, or they receive their income exclusively to live on with occasional income 
from the kibbutz. 

Based on rapid membership growth, these changes have made them much more 
attractive to Jews who don’t want the strict communal living, but who crave the strong sense 
of community.  Today, almost 150,000 members live on 275 kibbutzim.  The vast majority 
is secular, relatively small (80-1000) and lean more toward capitalism in their modern 
philosophy, even working in non-agricultural areas like high-tech and military industries. 

Despite the privatization of many “farms,” their ideology still tries to maintain the 
organic ideas of the good of the collective and high personal involvement, both locally in 
their kibbutz and nationally with Israel’s issues.  The economic impact of the kibbutz in 
Israel cannot be dismissed as just a small farm or factory.  The combined output adds over 
10 billion dollars to Israel’s economy each year. 

As a tourist, if the typical hotel experience isn’t your cup of tea there are many bed and 
breakfast opportunities on a kibbutz, as well as small rural hotels.  The hotel we use on the 

Sea of Galilee is a 
kibbutz.  Such an 
intimate experience will 
give you a firsthand 
opportunity to 
experience a kibbutz and 
rub elbows with a real 
kibbutznik, who will 
most likely become a 
new friend…also a very 
organic idea! 

(Continued from page 14) What is a Kibbutz? 

†  Socks & Toiletries for the Homeless 
 

A s the temperature drops and the seasons change remember 
homeless people are on their feet all day, and the only 

pair of socks they own are very likely to be threadbare.  Once 
again, this year we are collecting socks and toiletries for the men’s 
homeless shelter throughout the winter months.  Place donations in 
the bins in the back of the church or Crocker Hall. 

† Happy Birthday to You! 

E ric Sampson celebrates today!  Bake a 

cake for Gary Hock on Friday.  

Monday is the big day for Tanya 

Goodman.  Have a blessed day everyone! 

P eter “didn’t know how else to 
respond,” says Sunday’s 

gospel.  As a faithful follower, how 
do you think you might respond? 
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The 

Rector’s 

Forum 

 

The Rector’s Forum meets every Sunday in the Guild 

Room between services at 9:30 am.  It is currently studying 

Romans.  The study of the Book of Romans has often proven 

to be a life-changing exercise.  Throughout the history of the 

church, lives have been radically transformed through the 

impact of Paul’s Epistle to the Romans.  

 

 

 

 

On this Ash Wednesday let's make our first sacrifice of 

turning over to The Lord every anxiety and fear.  
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 
 

Transfiguration 
 

 2 Kings 2:1-12 

F rom the Hebrew Bible we hear the story of the taking up 
of the prophet Elijah into heaven and the passing on his 

power to Elisha.  The narrative illustrates the great favor Elijah 
found in the eyes of the Lord as he is carried away in a chariot of 
fire.  Elisha is first in despair and rends his clothing in mourning, 
yet realizes he himself has been chosen to offer continued 
prophetic vision to the people. 

 Psalm 50:1-6 
The psalm tells of the majestic and righteous God who 

requires true sacrifice and thanksgiving of the people. 
 2 Corinthians 4:3-6 
In this lesson Paul proclaims that Christ is the very image of 

God, though not all can perceive this truth.  This proclamation 
focuses on Jesus Christ as Lord, and Paul is captive to this 
message.  As light shone forth from darkness in creation, so God 
has shone forth in the hearts of those to whom the light of the 
knowledge of God in Christ has been given. 

 Mark 9:2-9 
Our gospel is the story of Jesus’ transfiguration.  The narrative 

is richly woven with themes and symbols drawn from Israel’s past and its hopes for 
the future.  Moses and Elijah represent the law and the prophets, whose promises 
Jesus fulfills.  The chosen disciples see divine glory reflected in Jesus’ human person.  
They hear a voice from the cloud declaring that he is the beloved Son. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon Shorts 
 

"A re you driven by the expectations of others?”  

Find your erémos place.  To replay all our 

sermons, audio and videos follow this link for the Sunday 

Sermons.  Check out our Sermon Archives as well. 

 

 

Mark 9:2-9 

The Transfiguration is an 

apt Preface to Lent and 

Jesus' journey to 

Jerusalem because what 

lies ahead is both a 

confrontation between the 

non-violent justice of the 

Kingdom of God and the 

violent injustice of the 

Roman Empire; as well as 

the non-violent way of the 

Beloved versus the hoped-

for victory by the Messiah.  

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Epiphany/BEpiLast_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Epiphany/BEpiLast_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Epiphany/BEpiLast_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Epiphany/BEpiLast_RCL.html#gsp1
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2017.html
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Fr. George Hall, Brenda Darling, 
Jean Stauffer, Lorraine Estok and other 
parishioners convalescing in extended care 
facilities. 
.....All Saint’s, East Harford; Christ & the 
Epiphany, East Haven; St. John’s, East 
Windsor. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
.....The Haitian Ministry Network; Haitian ministry in the Episcopal Church in Connecticut. 
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Joe & Barbara Hock, Sue Balla, Rose 
Barrett, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Teresa Stacchiotti, Mary DeAnzeris, 
Anthony, Paul Kovacs, Michele Sarver, Denise, Lee Rybos, Sandy Chaleski, Pam 
Altemus, Stu Terrill, David Lindsay, Susan & Rhonda continued healing. 
.....the people of the Kyrgyz Republic; the people of Canada; Diocese of Asante-Mampong - 
(Ghana, West Africa) The Rt Revd Cyril Ben-Smith; and our sister and brother members of 
the Samavesam of Telugu Baptist Churches. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.  Pray also 
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping 
service. 
.....Victory Christian Center, Danbury and their Food Pantry, 
which is the recipient of our food basket collections for the month 
of February. 
.....Mount Pleasant AME Zion Church, Danbury, a partner 
congregation of the Jericho Partnership. 
.....Those Who Influence Public Opinion. 
.....Cathy Schrull, healing, and peace and comfort during her 
treatments. 
.....Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of the Jericho Partnership, 
complete healing of Multiple Myeloma. 

 

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You Think 
 

Back Issues of Sword 
Points 

 
 

Jesus Wins the Super 
Bowl 

 

The Super Bowl Champion 
Philadelphia Eagles use 
their fame to Praise God.  
That’s the extra point you 

don’t what to miss. 

http://www.allsaintseh.com/
http://www.christandtheepiphany.com/default.asp
http://www.christandtheepiphany.com/default.asp
http://stjohnseastwindsor.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kyrgyzstan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canada
http://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=west-africa&dio=asante-mampong&pos=bishop-of-asante-mampong&posID=18750
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samavesam_of_Telugu_Baptist_Churches
https://www.facebook.com/GMVCC/
https://www.facebook.com/TheMountPleasantAMEZ/
http://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/39.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uKGahaNJkes
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uKGahaNJkes
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†  It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks 
Sword Points: 

 

M ary Allen, Sue Balla, Chris Barrett, 
Ron Crowcroft, Carol Ferro, Steve 

Hemming, Diane Loring, Bill Loring, Lois 
Hunt, Susan Iverson, 
Dori McManus, Beth 
Miller, Nicole 
O’Connors, Patrick 
O’Connors, Mary 
Perry, Ken Perry, 
Kirsten Peterson, 
Debbi Pomeroy, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, David Szen, 
Ron Switzer, John 
Tuthill, Don Winkley 
and Gail Winkley. 

 
 

 

Just For Fun ! 
(And Christian Fellowship) 

Random Fact of the Week! 
 

Did you know… that Palazzo Corpi, the 

longtime 

United 

States 

consulate in 

Istanbul, was 

acquired by 

the 

American 

government 

in a poker 

game?  

 

https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palazzo_Corpi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Istanbul
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poker

