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Sword Points 
Transforming 

Lives Through 

Jesus Christ 

 

†  Be Still Before the Lord 
 

“Be still and know that I am God.”     Psalm 46:10 
 

 

Dear Friends, 
 

The above Psalm begins, and ends, with the 
promise that God is our refuge.  Tucked in 

between such assurance do we find the command to 

stillness.  The Hebrew word for "be still" means to 

surrender; to surrender to the presence of God in, under 
and above all things. 

Psychologists have suggested that the 
average human being has nearly 50,000 
thoughts per day.  Many of these 

thoughts stir us up inside toward worry.  
God calls us to surrender, and in the stillness of prayer, 
lay down our cares and receive the peace of God passing 
all understanding. 

In this season of Lent, let us enter even more deeply 
into contemplative prayer, taking time each day to 

be still before the Lord as the Holy Spirit works 
deep within us.  And in this stillness, may we be 

more and more transformed into the image of 
Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†  Reckon So 
 

"Being fully convinced that God was able to do what He had promised 
therefore his faith was reckoned to him as righteousness." 

 - Romans 4:22 
 

by John Tuthill 
 

A s the great devotional writer Oswald Chambers of "My Utmost for 

His Highest" fame has said, "We are not uncertain of God, just 

uncertain of what He is going to do next."  God and His promises are more 

solid and more reliable than even the very ground we stand on.  When 

Abraham trusted what God had said, the epistle reading appointed this 

Sunday says that it was his trust that was "reckoned" to him by God as 

righteousness.  But where does faith come from?  The Bible teaches 

that it is a free gift from God Himself and so that no one may boast 

(Ephesians 2:8-9).  We can't buy it, of course, we cannot study for 

it or even just will it to spring up.  It is a gift, along with God's 

grace and His mercy, because God is love (1 John 4:8). 

 1 Peter 1:8-9 says, "Though you have not seen him, you love him.  

Though you do not now see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that 

is inexpressible and filled with glory, obtaining the outcome of your faith, the 

salvation of your souls."  The Bible says throughout that although we can feel as though our 

faith may be faltering at times, it is the gift of God to his chosen and adopted children 

(Romans 8:15) and it is exactly in the toughest of times that God strengthens His gift of faith 

for us to have for trusting in Him alone.  Ultimately, His gift is confirmed and we can see 

that the gift of faith is real indeed.  Because "It is by grace you have been saved, through 

faith, and it is not your own doing, it is a gift from God, not a result of works, so that no one 

may boast." 

Thanks be to God! 
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†  House Blessing 

T his Thursday evening, 

February 22nd  at 7 

pm we’ll be sharing Holy 

Eucharist and blessing the 

home of parishioners Mary & 

Lyndon Thomas at 22 Juniper 

Road in Newtown.    Join us 

for an enjoyable evening of 

praise and 

fellowship. 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“ ‘Here I am!’ he answered.”  – Genesis 22:11 

 

I t is easy to say, “Here I am, Lord,” when we are 

kneeling in church.  But how easy is it to say “Here I 

am, Lord,” when a neighbor needs our help, when we are 

invited to join a parish 

ministry, or when we 

are asked to provide 

financial support?  

Often times we are 

called when it’s not 

convenient for us.  

Discipleship is not 

always easy, most of 

the time it will make 

us uncomfortable and 

vulnerable. 

 

 
Thu, Feb 22 - 7:00 pm - Home Eucharist / House Blessing at Thomas’ 

  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, Feb 24 -  St. Matthias, Apostle 

 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 

  10:00 am - Praise Moves, Crocker Hall 

  11:00 am - St. Paul’s Quilters, Crocker Hall 

Sun, Feb 25 -  Second Sunday in Lent 

  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) (Facebook) 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (LiveStream) (Facebook) 

  12:00 am - Egypt, Jordan, Israel Trip Meeting, Guild Room 

Tue, Feb 27 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

  5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Crocker Hall 

  7:00 pm - Boy Scout Troop #5, Crocker Hall 

Wed, Feb 28 - 10:00 am - Holy Communion 

 - 6:30 pm - Lenten Series, Crocker Hall  (LiveStream) (Facebook) 

Thu, Mar   1 - 7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

 - 7:30 pm - Mission Committee, Guild Room 

 - 7:30 pm - Property Committee, Classroom 

Sat, Mar   3 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 

  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 

Sun, Mar   4 -  Third Sunday in Lent 

  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) (Facebook) 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (LiveStream) (Facebook) 

  12:00 pm - Youth Group Blind Auction 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
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Youth Auction - March 4th 
On Sunday, March 4th, St. Paul's OWN will host its annual blind auction to raise 

funds for our summer mission trip to Chicago.  And you are invited!  Last years auction 

included gift cards to local restaurants, a family movie night gift basket, tickets to a local 

concert, music lessons, a gift certificate to a jewelry store, and more!  We expect to 

have just as many fantastic items up for auction this year.  There is no admission price, 

and families are always welcome and kids are invited to participate in our kids only 

raffle.  Hors d’oeuvres and refreshments will be served.  We hope to see you there! 

We are looking for help from individuals, small groups/ministries, and businesses to 

help make the evening a success.  Please consider helping us in the 

following ways: 

 Individuals: we are looking for donations of new, unwrapped 

toys for a kids only raffle during the auction. 

 Small Groups/Ministries: please consider going in with your 

small group or ministry group to donate a themed basket or 

auction item.  It could be anything from a spa gift basket to food 

items (jams, jellies, baked goods), to a family movie night 

basket.  Or perhaps a party theme basket, gardening 

or quilting basket, or even a date night basket for busy 

parents. 

Businesses: If you own or work at a local business 

please consider donating an item or service from your business such as a gift card to 

your restaurant or store, a consultation by a professional, or a donation of landscaping, 

snow removal, auto or boat detailing, etc.  It’s a great way to support the youth and 

perhaps bring in a new patron! 

We ask that all donations be brought to the church ASAP.  Please sign up during 

coffee hour to help out with the auction.  Thank you! 
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†  The Choice is Yours  
by Steve Hemming 

 
15 “See, I have set before you today life and good, death and evil, 16 in that I command 

you today to love the Lord your God, to walk in His ways, and to keep His 
commandments, His statutes, and His judgments, that you may live and multiply; and the 
Lord your God will bless you in the land which you go to possess.  17 But if your heart 
turns away so that you do not hear, and are drawn away, and worship other gods and 
serve them, 18 I announce to you today that you shall surely perish; you shall not prolong 
your days in the land which you cross over the Jordan to go in and possess.  
Deuteronomy 30:15-18 

I t goes without saying that when we sin, it is a choice that we 
have actively made.  We certainly cannot claim, "The devil 

made me do it." (<click to watch) as the comedian Flip Wilson used 
to declare in his famous routine.  We cannot blame anyone or 
anything for our decision to defy God.  We are solely responsible for 
our actions and as well as for any subsequent fallout that may occur 
as a result of our unfaithfulness. 

God is very direct with His admonitions when it comes to sin.  If we 
love and obey Him, we will be blessed.  Alternatively, if we turn away 
from the Lord and seek after passing pleasures, we will surely suffer the 
consequences.  God will not be mocked; for whatever a man sows, he 
will reap1. 

And we cannot place confidence in ourselves to walk blamelessly 
before the Lord, for without His guidance, we will be doomed by our 
self-reliance, for in the book of Proverbs, it tells us there is a way that seems right 
to a man, but its end is the way of death2.  Only God can deliver us from evil3. 

Whenever we are confronted with a temptation, God is faithful; He will not 
allow us to be tempted beyond what we are able, but with the temptation will also 
make the way of escape, that we may be able to bear it4.  We need to be quick to 
cry out to Him when we are seduced by various lusts.  Otherwise, we’ll be tempted to be 
drawn away by our own desire, and enticed.  And when the desire has been conceived, it 
will give birth to sin, and sin, when it becomes full grown, will bring forth death5.  Whereas, 
the wages of sin is death6, if we endure the temptation with God’s help, we will be blessed, 
approved by Him, and will receive the crown of life which He promises to those who love 
Him7. 

While it is God who delivers us out of temptation, there are three primary ways we can 
actively participate with Him that will help to maintain our love for Him, walk in His ways, 
and keep His commands: 

Submit to God, and Resist the Devil8 – When we resist the devil, he will flee.  We 
should not give any opportunity for the devil to harm us 9. 

Listen to God’s Voice and Follow Him10 – When we know the Lord’s voice11, we 
will serve Him, and not our carnal desires.  We will obediently follow Him12. 

Cast Down Arguments, Bring Every Thought Captive to Jesus13 – Don’t listen to 
Satan’s lies, for he is a liar, and the father of all lies14.  As we become transformed by the 
renewing of our minds, we will be able to prove what is the perfect will of God15, and as we 
do so, we will develop the mind of Christ16. 

God desires to bless us.  And His Son Jesus came to give us life, and life more 
abundantly17.  Do you want what God has to offer?  Or, would you prefer to go your own 
way?  The choice is yours. 

 
19 I call heaven and earth as witnesses today against you, that I have set before you life 

and death, blessing and cursing; therefore choose life, that both you and your 
descendants may live; 20 that you may love the Lord your God, that you may obey His 
voice, and that you may cling to Him, for He is your life and the length of your days; and 
that you may dwell in the land which the Lord swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob, to give them.” Deuteronomy 30:19-20 

(Continued on page 6) 

Footnotes on next page 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0SLifea3NHQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0SLifea3NHQ
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†  Art in the Christian Tradition 
“Salvation Mountain” 

(1993-2009) 
Leonard Knight, 1931-2014 

 

L eonard Knight started  building Salvation Mountain in 1993.  Using his unique 
method of “splooching” to paint manmade mounds of clay and straw, Mr. Knight 

simply wanted to spread the good news that “God is Love.”  As your eye travels from the 
base of the mountain to its peak, you discover a multitude of images and slogans that express 
the complexity and comprehensiveness of God’s presence.  A slogan about Jesus begins 
your journey up the mountain, and it concludes with a single white cross at the top that 
represents the risen Christ.  The image of Creator God is embodied in every painted flower 
and tree.  From doves to fruit, representations of the Holy Spirit cover generous portions of 

this labor of love.  Very inch of 
Salvation Mountain represents Mr. 
Knight’s experience of the living God, 
the Trinity. 
 Our gospel this  Sunday requires a 
similar labor.  It is a community’s 
opportunity to profess and confess of 
God’s eternal presence.  It is an 
occasion for the church to celebrate the 
living mystery that is the Trinity.  
Whether using the phrase Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit or Creator, Redeemer, 
and Sustainer, we must take time to 
name how God is active in the 
communal life of faith. 
 For more details on Leonard 
Knight’s creative project and Salvation 
Mountain, click here. 

  1 Galatians 6:7 
  2 Proverbs 4:12, 6:25 
  3 Matthew 6:13 
  4 1 Corinthians 10:13 
  5 James 1:14-15 
  6 Romans 6:23 

  7 James 1:12 
  8 James 4:7 
  9 Ephesians 4:27 
10 John 10:27 
11 John 10:4 
12 John 12:26 

13  2 Corinthians 10:5 
14 John 8:44 
15  Romans 12:2 
16 1 Corinthians 2:16 
17 John 10:10 

(Continued from page 5) The Choice Is Yours 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Salvation_Mountain
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†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

Saturday, February 24th 

St. Matthias the Apostle 
 

I n the nine days of waiting between Jesus’ Ascension and the Day of Pentecost, the 
disciples remained together in prayer.  During this time, Peter reminded them that the 

defection and death of Judas had left the fellowship 
of the Twelve with a vacancy.  The Acts of the 
Apostles records Peter’s proposal that “one of the 
men who have accompanied us during all the time 
that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, 
beginning from the baptism of John until the day 
when he was taken up from us - one of these men 
must become with us a witness to his 
resurrection” (Acts 1:21–22).  Two men were 
nominated, Joseph called Barsabbas who was 
surnamed Justus, and Matthias.  After prayer, the 
disciples cast lots, and the lot fell to Matthias, who 
was then enrolled with the eleven. 

Nothing further is told of Matthias after his 
selection.  According to tradition he was an 
exemplary Apostle, but we know nothing more.  
Matthias seems an appropriate example to 
Christians of one whose faithful companionship 
with Jesus qualifies him to be a suitable witness to 
the resurrection, and whose service is unheralded 
and unsung. 

“N o distrust made him waver concerning the 
promise of God … (he was) fully 

convinced that God was able to do what he had 
promised.”  Are we striving to bring the same faith 
to our spiritual and stewardship lives?  The idea of 
absolute trust in our Creator can be an elusive idea 
to wrap our hearts and minds around! 

Greeters Needed 
  

Greeting people in a warm way makes them feel good about 
their presence in church. 

  

At St. Paul’s, we are always looking for people who feel 
called to serve in this important ministry. 

  

If you are interested in becoming a greeter, please contact 
Pam Szen (prszen@gmail.com) 

or David Szen 

† Happy Birthday to You! 

P aul Onorato celebrates today!  Bake a cake for Michael Chengeri on 

Sunday.  Arielle Zambello & Liam Connors will be blowing out 

candles on Monday. Throw a party on Wednesday for David Lindsay, Deanne 

Hobson, Luisa Bernardo & Maria Beck.  And leap to conclusions and forget 

Stephen Nagy whose birthday is on the 29th.  Have a blessed day everyone! 

mailto:prszen@gmail.com
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†  St. Paul's Lenten Series 

“The Keys to Spiritual Growth - Unlocking the Riches of God” 
 

T his year's Lenten series focuses on a book by John MacArthur, “The Keys to 

Spiritual Growth.” 

"God intends for every Christian to grow to spiritual maturity.  His Word commands us 

to progress daily toward a fuller personal knowledge of God and Christ.  In this book Pastor 

John MacArthur thoroughly explores a multitude of biblical passages to reveal the riches of 

God in Jesus Christ--riches that will help us continue 

growing in both faith and spirit.  This noted pastor 

and author takes readers back to the basics of what 

the true Christian life is all about, so that they can 

unlock the treasures God has for them in Christ." 

 We begin each Wednesday evening in Lent at 

6:30 pm with our famous “Bring Your Own Bowl” 

Soup Supper, and then the program will follow. 

†  You Can Help  

T he second Saturday of each month a group from St. Paul’s 

volunteers at the Jericho Food & Clothing Pantry on Spring Street in 

Danbury.  Please consider signing up by emailing Laurie DoBosh 

ldobosh@tcco.com.  The pantry is also looking for donations of reusable 

grocery bags and plastic bags for the clients to put their food in.  We are 

also looking for coloring books and crayons for the children who come 

with their parents to the pantry (gently used is accepted) and travel size 

toiletries you usually find at hotels are also needed.  Please place 

donations in Crocker Hall bin marked Jericho (left hand brown bin).  

Attention Vestry Members and Ministry Volunteers 

A Comprehensive Basic Hybrid Safe Church Training will 

be held on Thursday, 4/26/18 from 6:30-9 PM at Christ 

Episcopal Church 55 Church Road Easton, CT 06612. 

For more information and to register 

follow this link. 

mailto:ldobosh@tcco.com
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/comprehensive-basic-hybrid-safe-church-training-tickets-41288013560
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COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 

Feb 25th  8 am - Robin Powell  10:30 am - Christine Domareck 
Mar  4th  8 am -       10:30 am - Youth Group Auction 
Mar 11th  8 am - Ann & Dave Allen 10:30 am - Laurie DoBosh 

Contact Mary Allen at 

203-775-6633 or 

chamla@charter.net. 

How old was Abram when the LORD changed his name to Abraham? 

a) 72   b) 86   c) 99        Genesis 17:1-5 NIV  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8iV8iSAL0aE
mailto:Hi%20Dave. %20Could%20you%20please%20add%20that%20we%20needs%20Coffee%20Hour%20hCHAMLA@CHARTER.NET
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Genesis+17:1-5&version=NIV&showfn=yes
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†  Transforming Saints of God 
Thursday, February 22nd 

 

Eric Henry Liddell 
Missionary to China, 1945 

 

E 
ric Henry Liddell was a Scottish athlete, rugby union international, and 
missionary.  Liddell was the winner of the Men's 400 meters at the 1924 Summer 
Olympics held in Paris.  He was portrayed in the film Chariots of Fire.  Born in 

China, Liddell returned there as a Protestant missionary in later life. 
Eric Liddell, often called the "Flying Scotsman," was born in Tianjin (formerly 

transliterated as Tientsin) in North China, second son of the Rev. and Mrs. James Dunlop 
Liddell who were Scottish missionaries with the London Missionary Society. 

Eric Liddell became well-known for being the fastest runner in Scotland while at Eltham 
College.  He withdrew from the 100 meter race 1924 
Olympics in Paris as he refused to run on a Sunday.  Liddell 
spent the intervening months training for the 400 meters, an 
event in which he had previously excelled.  Even so, his 
success in the 400m was largely unexpected.  He not only won 
the race, but broke the existing world record with a time of 
47.6 seconds. 

Liddell returned to Northern China where he served as a 
missionary, like his parents, from 1925 to 1943 - first in 
Tianjin and later in the town of Xiaozhang.  Liddell's first job 
as a missionary was as a teacher at an Anglo-Chinese College 
(grades 1-12) for wealthy Chinese students.  It was believed 
that by teaching the children of the wealthy that they 
themselves would later become influential figures in China 
and promote Christian values. 

During his first furlough in 1932, he was ordained as a minister of religion.  On his 
return to China he married Florence Mackenzie of Canadian missionary parentage in Tianjin 
in 1934. 

In 1941 life in China was becoming so dangerous that the British Government advised 
British nationals to leave.  Florence and the children left for Canada to stay with her family 
when Liddell accepted a new position at a rural mission station in Shaochang, which gave 
service to the poor.  Meanwhile, the Chinese and the Japanese were at war.  When the 
fighting reached Shaochang the Japanese took over the mission station.  In 1943, Liddell 
was interned at the Weihsien Internment Camp with the members of the China Inland 
Mission Chefoo School.  He died there of a brain tumor on February 21, 1945, five months 
before liberation. 

 

Name Tags - Please be courteous to your fellow 
parishioners, to newcomers, visiting clergy and guests 
by extending a warm welcome to them and by 
wearing your name tag.  And remember to wear 
them to coffee hour as well. 

J esus reprimands Peter 
for not thinking in 

God’s terms.  Faithful 
followers spend some of 
their time trying to 
discern God’s terms, so 
that they can act 
accordingly. 
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W e had 11 parishioners enjoy the exploits of “Samson” this past 

Monday evening.  And now, after seeing the trailer for “Paul,” we 

are all looking forward to viewing that as well. 

“PAUL, APOSTLE OF CHRIST” has a new release date!  It has been bumped up 

a week and is now opening on Friday, March 

23rd and we’ll go see it that evening at the 

AMC Loews at 7:30 pm.  “Paul, Apostle of 

Christ” is the story of two men.  Luke, as a 

friend and physician, risks his life every time 

he ventures into the city of Rome to visit Paul, 

who is held captive in Nero's darkest, bleakest 

prison cell.  Before Paul's death sentence can 

be enacted, Luke resolves to write another 

book, one that details the beginnings of "The 

Way" and the birth of what will come to be known as the church.  But Nero is 

determined to rid Rome of Christians, and does not flinch from executing them in 

the grisliest ways possible.  Bound in chains, Paul's struggle is internal.  He has 

survived so much--floggings, 

shipwreck, starvation, stoning, 

hunger and thirst, cold and 

exposure--yet as he waits for his 

appointment with death, he is 

haunted by the shadows of his 

past misdeeds.  Alone in the 

dark, he wonders if he has been 

forgotten... and if he has the 

strength to finish well.  Two men 

struggle against a determined 

emperor and the frailties of the human spirit in order to bequeath the Gospel of 

Jesus Christ to the world. 

Apparently the release of “MARY MAGDALENE” has been delayed because of the 

pending sale of the Weinstein Co.  We’ll let you know when we have a date. 

St. Paul’s 

Movie Club 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZaK-lbhhx_M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZaK-lbhhx_M
https://youtu.be/KPFS_9yx3f0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KPFS_9yx3f0&feature=youtu.be
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Day 12: St. Catherine’s, Red Sea, Aqaba - A visit to St. Catherine’s Monastery, calimed to be 
built around the are of Moses’ Burning Bush, will be followed by a short ride to the Red Sea.  
A stop for lunch along the shore will provide a view of Saudi Arabia, Jordan and Israel to the 

north.  Gazing across the Gulf of Aqaba, 
we can begin to imagine the miracle of the 
parting of the sea.  We then travel north 
viewing the Red Sea en-route to the 
border crossing between Egypt and Israel.  
Transferring through Eilat in southern 
Israel, we arrive in Jordan Aqaba, Biblical 
Ezion Geber - the lovely seaport of King 
Solomon.  Our lodging for the evening will 
be in Petra. 

Save the dates.  This 

spectacular Biblical pilgrimage 

has many options.  Fr. Joe 

plans on joining for Egypt.  

Check out the treasures of 

Egypt or Walk in Jesus 

Footsteps in the Holy Land.  

Do part or all as your schedule 

allows.  Seeing is believing. 

The Exodus 

Carol & Ray Ferro 

are organizing a 

group to see 

“Tortured for 

Christ,” a Voice of 

the Martyrs movie.  

You can order by 

clicking on the ad to 

the left or by talking 

to the Ferro’s. 

We are having an informational meeting about the trips in Guild Room following the 10:30 service on Sunday.  Everyone is 
welcome. 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/home/bible-journeys.html
https://new.tugg.com/events/tortured-for-christ-lf0u
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Holy Land Revisited 

†  The Ancient City of Dan   
 

R 
emarkably, an American naval officer, Captain William Lynch, identified the 
ancient city of Dan in 1849 while exploring the Jordan River and the Dead Sea 
(Edward Robinson, of Robinson’s Arch fame, also came across it in 1838).  This 

50-acre site has been continually excavated since 1966, and is one of the most interesting 
archaeological digs in Israel, with plenty more to be revealed. 

The main city of the tribe of Dan sits in the extreme northern tip of Israel, near Mount 
Hermon.  Their original tribal allotment was in central Israel near the coast (Joshua 19:40-
48), but trouble with the Philistines forced their move north.  The most famous troublemaker 
was Samson, a Judge from the tribe of Dan (Dan means “judge” in Hebrew, fulfilling 
Jacob’s prophecy in Genesis 49:16). 

This is green and fertile land.  The snowmelt from Hermon provides the Jordan River 
with water, and it flows with the Dan River through this desert area now made lush.  Before 
the Hebrews showed up, this was a Phoenician city 
called Laish (a Hebrew derivative of Leshem for 
“invader,” and also the word for Philistine).  Laish 
was fortified with hulking man-made earthen 
ramparts that protected the city, but the Danites took 
it (Judges 18:29-30).  The high stone ramparts, on 
the southern side of the city, exist here now and are 
overwhelming fortifications that once deterred future 
attackers who craved this fertile area. 

After King Solomon died, Israel was divided into 
two kingdoms, Israel in the north and Judah in the 
south.  The northern kingdom chose Jeroboam to be 
their king.  Jeroboam controlled the nearby trade 
route and had the military power of the ten tribes, but the religious center was still in 
Jerusalem (Judah).  To consolidate his power and prevent northerners from making the 
pilgrimage to Jerusalem, Jeroboam made up his own religion and began worshipping 
fertility idols, even erecting a Golden Calf served by their own priests (1 Kings 12:25-33)!  

This was a huge affront to the God who had brought 
them out of Egypt, and resulted in harsh punishment at 
the hands of the Assyrians in 722 BC. 
 Dan never came back to life.  The people 
disappeared.  The wealthy were taken to Assyria and 
blended into their culture, and the Assyrians came to 
Israel and mixed with the remaining farmers.  From 
this blending came a new nation, the Samaritans, of 
which there are less than 1,000 alive today (II Kings 
15:29, John 4).  This Assyrian war was the 
consequence for worshipping idols 3,400 years ago, 
which ultimately resulted in 10 tribes being wiped out.  
Only Judah and Levi survived as the last two 
identifiable tribes. 
 In 1979, the greatest discovery was made here, 
when the earliest man-made arch in the world was 
found.  The mud brick gate is almost 4,000 years old 

(Continued on page 16) 
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and known as “Abraham’s Gate,” referencing the Bible story when the people of Dan 
abducted Abraham's nephew Lot, and Abraham came to rescue him (Genesis 14:13-16).  
The gateway is recessed with stone steps leading up to it from the outside entrance, and 
flanked by two towers on either side that are estimated to 
have been 20 feet tall.  An enormous canopy shields the dig 
today from the elements that are not kind to 4,000-year-old 
mud brick walls.  Be careful, because it’s easy to miss the 
far edge of the eastern side of the city (follow the path 
along the cast iron fence by the parking area to the end).  
This remarkable structure could be the very gate that 
Abraham walked through to enter the city! 

On the northern part of the city tel, above the spring 
with a fabulous view of Mount Hermon, is the site of 
Jeroboam’s temple where he re-invented the Exodus gods.  
This High Place is in remarkable shape and large in size 
(930 BC), with 45 x 60 meters of ruins of the false priests’ 
houses and their ritual bathing pools.  It is such a stunning 
spot that it was re-used 1,000 years later by the Greeks and 
Romans.  It was here Jeroboam set up the Golden Calf of 
Exodus to worship instead of the true God of Israel. 

An interesting final epitaph is that when the 12 tribes 
are mentioned in the Book of Revelation, Dan is not listed 
(Revelation 7:4-8).  Most surmise it is because of this false 
religious system and idol worship, demonstrating her 
unflattering description in Jacob’s blessing as “tumbling 
backwards” like “a serpent” in Genesis 49:17.  Dan has 
always been slighted in the Bible (the last tribe in the 
procession in Numbers 2:31, and omitted from the 
genealogy in 1 Chronicles 4-9). 

This is a top five stop in Israel.  Give yourself plenty of 
time to walk the ruins.  You will run out of adjectives pretty 
quickly.  Finding a High Place is rare in Israel because they were commanded to be 
destroyed, but unlike the tribe of Dan, their namesake city has survived (Judges 18:30). 

(Continued from page 15) The Ancient City of Dan 
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The 

Rector’s 

Forum 

 

The Rector’s Forum meets every Sunday in the Guild 

Room between services at 9:30 am.  It is currently studying 

Romans.  The study of the Book of Romans has often proven 

to be a life-changing exercise.  Throughout the history of the 

church, lives have been radically transformed through the 

impact of Paul’s Epistle to the Romans.  

 

 

 

 

Who rebuked Jesus for predicting that He (Jesus) 

would be betrayed and crucified?  Mark 8:30-33 NIV  

http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Mark+8:30-33&version=NIV&showfn=yes
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

Following in Jesus’ Way 
 

 Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 

I n our opening lesson God appears to Abram and enters into 
covenant with him, promising to make him an ancestor to 

multitudes.  Abram is now a changed person.  He will henceforth be 
called Abraham, and his wife Sarai will now be called Sarah.  The 
covenant is to be an everlasting covenant made not only with Abraham 
and Sarah, but with all generations which issue from them.  The Hebrew 
people will come to see this covenant as the originating source of their 
own identity, and Christians will find an example of saving faith in 
Abraham’s response to God’s promise. 

 Psalm 22:22-30 
A song of praise to the Lord, who rules over all and cares for the downtrodden. 
 Romans 4:13-25 
In this reading Paul explains that the new relationship with God is open to 

everyone who follows in Abraham’s faith.  This means that righteousness before God 
comes through God’s free gift and the response of faith - not because of obedience to 
the law.  This was first true in the case of Abraham, who trusted in God’s promise 
before the law even existed.  Now it is true for all who have faith and so show 
themselves to be among Abraham’s descendants from many nations. 

 Mark 8:31-38 
In our gospel passage Jesus teaches his disciples of the true nature of the ministry 

of the Son of Man and what it means to follow in his way.  Peter has just previously 
stated his belief that Jesus is the Christ.  But now he is called Satan because he tempts 
Jesus with human ideas rather than God’s.  Peter needs to understand that, as the 
Son of Man, Jesus’ mission leads through suffering and death before resurrection.  
Disciples must also 
learn that the true 
self and true life 
are found by those 
who let themselves 
be lost for the sake 
of Jesus and the 
gospel. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon Shorts 
 

"D o you know how low God's bar really 

is?"  To replay all our sermons, audio 

and videos follow this link for the Sunday 

Sermons.  Check out our Sermon Archives as 

 

 

Mark 8:31-38 

Just exactly how do we lose 

our life so that we get it 

back?  The key is to not 

skip over the crucial 

qualification: “for my sake, 

and for the sake of the 

gospel." 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Lent/BLent2_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Lent/BLent2_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Lent/BLent2_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Lent/BLent2_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Lent/BLent2_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2017.html
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Fr. George Hall, Brenda Darling, Jean Stauffer, Lorraine Estok and other 
parishioners convalescing in extended care facilities. 
.....St. Timothy’s, Fairfield; Trinity/St. Michael’s, 
Fairfield; St. James’, Farmington. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
.....All parish-based mission partnerships; ECCT wide 
mission partnership networks; the Companions in 
Mission Network. 
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Joe & 
Barbara Hock, Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, Jim 
Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Teresa Stacchiotti, 
Mary DeAnzeris, Anthony, Paul Kovacs, Michele 
Sarver, Denise, Lee Rybos, Sandy Chaleski, Pam Altemus, Stu Terrill, David Lindsay, 
Susan & Rhonda continued healing. 
.....the people of the Republic of Maldives; the people of Cyprus; Diocese of Bari - (Kaduna, 
Nigeria) The Rt Revd Idris Zubair; and our sister and brother members of the United Baptist 
Convention of the Atlantic Provinces. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.  Pray also 
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping 
service. 
.....Victory Christian Center, Danbury and their Food Pantry, which is the recipient of our 
food basket collections for the month of February. 
.....Walnut Hill Community Church, Bethel, a partner congregation of the Jericho 
Partnership. 
.....Travelers. 
.....Cathy Schrull, healing, and peace and comfort during her treatments. 
.....Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of the Jericho Partnership, complete healing of 
Multiple Myeloma. 
.....Harlow family.  

 

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You Think 
 

Back Issues of Sword Points 
 
 
 

Billy Graham Tribute - 
"Lord, I'm Yours" 

 

Explore the life of one of God’s 
faithful servants, Billy Graham.  

Hear about his humble beginnings 
on a small North Carolina farm 

and how God called him as a 
young boy to spread the good news 
of salvation all around the world. 

http://www.sttimschurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/trinity.church.397
http://stjamesfarmington.ctdiocese.org/default.asp
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maldives
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cyprus
http://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=nigeria&dio=bari&pos=bishop-of-bari&posID=18608
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Baptist_Convention_of_the_Atlantic_Provinces
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Baptist_Convention_of_the_Atlantic_Provinces
https://www.facebook.com/GMVCC/
http://www.walnuthillcc.org/
http://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/travel.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-SEr2jhMZ6E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-SEr2jhMZ6E
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
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†  It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks 
Sword Points: 

 

M ary Allen, Sue Balla, Chris Barrett, 
Ron Crowcroft, Carol Ferro, Steve 

Hemming, Diane Loring, Bill Loring, Lois 
Hunt, Susan Iverson, 
Dori McManus, Beth 
Miller, Nicole 
O’Connors, Patrick 
O’Connors, Mary 
Perry, Ken Perry, 
Kirsten Peterson, 
Debbi Pomeroy, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, David Szen, 
Ron Switzer, John 
Tuthill, Don Winkley 
and Gail Winkley. 

 
 

 

Just For Fun ! 
(And Christian Fellowship) 

Random Fact of the 
Week! 

 

Did you know… that the Maldives 

is the world's lowest country, with 

even its highest natural point being the 

lowest in the world, at 16 ft. 7 in.  

 

We’re not really sure 

what was going on in our 

kitchen last Sunday, but 

don’t be surprised if these 

two are representing St. 

Paul’s & the USA on the 

curling team at the 2034 

Winter Olympics! 

https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_countries_by_highest_point

