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April 19, 2018 

Sword Points 
Transforming 

Lives Through 

Jesus Christ 

 

†  Love One Another in the Power of the Spirit 
 

Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ 
 (GALATIANS 6:2) 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

L ast Monday evening, our Men's Bible study began studying St. Paul's 

Letter to the Galatians.  Ancient Galatia was not a city, but rather a 

region in what is today Southern Turkey.  Spanning approximately 150 by 

250 miles in size, there were four cities within Galatia with growing 

churches, all in need of instruction from the Apostle Paul. 

 

One point Paul sought to make, was 

that as the church, we bear one 

another's burdens, meaning we help 

one another as we take up our cross 

and follow Jesus.  Ultimately 

pointing one another to Christ, our 

eternal burden bearer as the One 

who takes away our sins, together we 

journey heavenward, reminding one 

another that we are never alone. 

 

This Sunday we welcome the former Bishop of Western Tanzania, Gerard 

Mpango, and his daughter, Deacon Rose, to 

our worship.  Our church has been in 

partnership with the Mpangos, and the 

people of their region, for many years.  Some 

of us have even visited there, seeking ways 

that we can help bear the burdens of our 

sisters and brothers of East Africa.  Please 

welcome our guests as we respond to God's 

call to love one another in the power of the 

Spirit. 

 

Faithfully, 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†   Known and Knowing 

by John Tuthill 
 

"I am the good shepherd. 
I know my own and my own know me." 

 Jesus - John 10:14 ESV 
 

J 
esus says that we are His own.  And for the sake of Christ's love, may all that are 

His never tire of hearing it!  For us, Jesus freely lay down His own innocent life 

onto the torturing cross, the brutal tool of professional executioners in His day.  

What's more, for us Christ has also already taken back His own life again (John 2:19-21, 

10:18)!  Jesus is our "Good Shepherd" in exactly the way He describes in the gospel reading 

we'll hear this Sunday (John 10:11-18).  Our sin and the resulting fatal bite of death is what 

Jesus, the Good Shepherd, freely accepted onto Himself and in the place of every repenting 

sinner.  More than seven centuries earlier, before our Savior even became a man, Hosea the 

Prophet asked and then answered this question under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit; "Oh 

death, where are your thorns?", followed some chapters later with the answer; "I will ransom 

them from the gave" (vs. 13:3, 14).  Death has been "swallowed up in victory" by Jesus, our 

Good Shepherd (1 Corinthians 15:55). 

In other news...not long ago, a report on NPR News revealed an ancient trade secret of 

many of the religious snake charmers in India.  They worship king cobras, which, the article 

says, they believe belong to one of the many blue-skinned Hindu gods.  As 

the report described, it is not uncommon for these cobra charmers to sew 

shut the mouths of their menacing snakes.  The formerly deadly king cobras 

are completely free to rise up out of the basket and to seemingly sway 

maliciously to the music - although, snakes having no ears, are not hearing 

any music at all, but only respond to the motions of the moving flute.  The 

appearance of great danger and imminent death is still entirely realistic to 

everyone that is not in-the-know about the unfortunate snake's mouth, 

permanently stitched closed.  (As of this reporter for Sword Points deadline; 

there is still no comment from NPR News about any similarities between the 

sewing-shut of deadly snakes' mouths to what Christ has done to sin and 

death on behalf of His own people!) 

As if Jesus' victory for His own over death could not get any more marvelous, in the 

gospel reading this Sunday Jesus goes on 

to say that He has "other sheep" that are 

"not of this fold," and that, "I must bring 

them also and they will listen to my 

voice.  So there will be one flock, one 

Shepherd" (vs. 16).  God's promise of 

salvation begins already back in Genesis 

3 and the promise remains the same 

throughout the Law, through all of the 

Prophets and in the Psalms also; He is 

the promised Messiah and He 

accomplishes the rescue for His people 

for "every tribe, tongue, and, nation on earth" (Revelation 7:9).  His entire flock is promised 

to come under the one Shepherd.  In the Old Testament, the Prophet Ezekiel wrote (37:14-

15), "I Myself will tend My sheep and give them a place to lie down in peace, declares the 

Sovereign LORD" (NIV).  And more than this, Christ is to this day still seeking and saving 

the lost.  They will hear His voice when we share His Words, which we're both commanded 

and privileged to do for our Good Shepherd. 

Thanks be to God! 
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J esus is, as he tells us in Sunday’s 

gospel, “the good shepherd.”  His 

sheep recognize his voice, he goes on to 

say.  Heard Jesus speaking to you lately? 

†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Apr 19 - 7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 
Sat, Apr 21 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 
Sun, Apr 22 -  Fourth Sunday of Easter 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) (Facebook) 
  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 
  9:30 am - First Communion Class, Level 2 Classroom 
  10:30 am - Sunday School 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion (LiveStream) (Facebook) 
Mon, Apr 23 - 7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall (LiveStream) (Facebook) 
Tue, Apr 24 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 
  5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Crocker Hall 
  7:15 pm - Boy Scouts Troop 5, Crocker Hall 
Wed, Apr 25 -  St. Mark, Evangelist 
 - 10:00 am - Holy Communion & Healing   (Facebook) 
Thu, Apr 26 - 7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 
Sat, Apr 28 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 
  11:00 am - St. Paul’s Quilters, Crocker Hall 
Sun, Apr 29 -  Fourth Sunday of Easter 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) (Facebook) 
  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 
  9:30 am - First Communion Class, Level 2 Classroom 
  10:30 am - Sunday School 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion (LiveStream) (Facebook) 

Who was the high priest, who questioned Peter 

and John following their healing of a crippled man? 

Acts 4:6-7 NIV 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Acts+4:6-7&version=NIV&showfn=yes
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†  Transforming Saints of God 
Thursday, April 19th 

 

Alphege 
Archbishop of Canterbury, and Martyr, 1012 

 

A 
lphege (Elphege, AElfheah) was born about 953, during the second major period of Viking 
raids against England.  He became first a monk and then a hermit, and then was appointed 
Abbot of Bath.  In 984 he became Bishop of Westminster.  In 994 King Ethelred the 

Unready sent him to parley with the Danish invaders Anlaf and Swein.  The Anglo-Saxons paid tribute, 
but Anlaf became a Christian and swore never to invade England again.  He never did.  In that same 
year Alphege brought the newly baptized King Olaf Tryggvason of Norway to a peaceful meeting with 
King Ethelred, and to his confirmation at Andover.  (Remark: "Unready" does not mean that the king 
was often unprepared; it means that he was headstrong 
and stubborn, and would not accept "rede," meaning 
counsel or advice.) 

In 1005 Alphege became Archbishop of 
Canterbury.  In 1011 the Danes overran much of 
southern England.  The payment of the tribute agreed 
on (the Danegeld) did not stop them, and in September 
they captured Canterbury and held Alphege and other 
prominent persons for ransom.  The others were duly 
paid for and released, but the price demanded for 
Alphege was a fantastically high 3,000 pounds (worth 
of course, far more than modern pounds).  Alphege, 
knowing the poverty of his people, refused to pay or let 
anyone else pay for him.  The infuriated Danes, at the 
end of a drunken feast, brought him out and repeated 
their demands.  When he again refused, they threw 
various objects at him (large bones from the feast, for 
example) and finally an axeman delivered the death-
blow.  Their chief, Thorkell the Tall, tried to save him, 
offering all his possessions except his ship for the 
Archbishop's life.  By his death Alphege became a 
national hero. 

When the Dane Cnut (Canute) became King of 
England in 1016, he adopted a policy of conciliation, 
and in 1023 he brought the body of Alphege from London to Canterbury, where he was long 
remembered as a martyr, one who died, not precisely for professing the Christian faith, but for 
exercising the Christian virtue of justice.  In art, he is shown with an axe, the instrument of his death, 
or as a shepherd defending his flock from wolves. 

Mothers Day Memorials 

M other’s Day is May 13th.  Anyone wishing to have flowers on the altar 

in loving memory of a mother, please make your check payable to St. 

Paul’s Church, with the name or names of those to be remembered on the 

memo line.  All memorials are due by Sunday, May 6th.  Contact Gail 

Winkley with any questions at 203 775-3343 or gailwinkley@yahoo.com.  All 

women worshipping with us on Mother’s Day will receive a flower. 

Join Us to Celebrate First Communion 

Sunday, May 6th! 
 

All are invited to celebrate with the four students who will receive 

First Communion during the 10:30 am service on Sunday, May 6th.  

Please come support their hard work and commitment as they take 

this new step in their faith.  You are invited to join the students and 

their families downstairs in Crocker Hall following the service for a 

reception in their honor.  We hope to see you there! 

mailto:gailwinkley@yahoo.com
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†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“I am the good shepherd...and I lay down my life 

for the sheep…and they will heed my voice.”   

          - John 10:14-16 
 

W hen you pray, do you only ask Jesus for 

the things that you want?  Do you ever 

ask Him what He wants from you?  How do you 

listen for His response?  Usually, the answer is in 

“quiet whispers”, so take time every day, in silence, 

to actively listen for His response. 

†  #TBT - Do You Remember the First Ever Sword Points?  

L 
ong ago, 

nine 

years 

ago to 

be exact, in a land 

of make-believe, 

there were no 

Sword Points.  

That all changed 

on April 22, 2009.  

On that 

Wednesday, if 

you were on St. 

Paul’s e-mail list 

you would have 

received the first 

ever issue from 

Fr. Andy.  It was 

only one page 

long!  It’s is very 

collectable and 

an original copy 

recently sold at 

auction for 

$77,000!  (Only 

kidding!).    
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Greeters Needed 
  

Greeting people in a warm way makes 
them feel good about their presence in 

church. 
  

At St. Paul’s, we are always looking for 
people who feel called to serve in this 

important ministry. 
  

If you are interested in becoming a 
greeter, please contact Pam Szen 

(prszen@gmail.com) 
or David Szen 

 

 

†  Pray It Up 
 

N otice the Red and White prayer request cards in the 
pew?  Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the 

red bowl on the table on the way to communion.  Then take a 
card from the bowl either right then or after service.  Pray for 
that request for one week.  How comforting to know that your 
request is being prayed for and that you are praying for 
someone else’s!  You might just be praying for the person 
sitting next to you!  Or, if you’d prefer - please send your 

request to St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!   

St. Paul’s has started a new ministry … in Portuguese!  Our own Joe 

Bernardo prepares a timely message that is available on our website, our 

Facebook page and our YouTube channel.  You might want to check it out.  

Be sure to “like” it and share it with your Portuguese friends. 

mailto:prszen@gmail.com
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/portugues.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/portugues.html
mailto:prayingnow2@gmail.com
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COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 

Apr 22nd  8 am - Mary & Ken Perry  10:30 am - Connie Williams 
Apr 29th  8 am - Mary & Chuck Allen 10:30 am - Sandy Chadwick 
May   6th  8 am - Lois Hunt    10:30 am - Dot Crocker 

Contact Mary Allen at 

203-775-6633 or 

chamla@charter.net. 

Find out why more than 20 men gather each week to discuss the Bible.  We start 

promptly at 7; and end at 8 pm.  If you can’t make it person (Hint: Ladies this includes 

you), follow us online on Facebook Live or Livestream.  

†  Men’s Bible Study Packing Them In 

New to St. Paul's?  Interested in 

exploring membership in the 

Church?  Confirmation will be 

offered on the afternoon of May 

19th at Camp Washington in 

Morris. Interested in 

participating, or learning more? 

Please speak to Fr. Joe. 

†  Happy Birthday to You!Happy Birthday to You!Happy Birthday to You! 
  

J ean Stauffer & Stephanie Bernardo celebrate today!  Bake a cake for 

Ashley Williams, Audrey Powell & Carol Gurski on Friday.  Chris 

Boyce will be opening presents on Saturday.  Sunday is the big day for David 

Jones.  Alexander Binder will be blowing out candles on Monday.  Pam Szen 

will be another year older and Wiser on Tuesday.  .  Have a blessed day everyone! 

mailto:Hi%20Dave. %20Could%20you%20please%20add%20that%20we%20needs%20Coffee%20Hour%20hCHAMLA@CHARTER.NET
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Follow Us Live 
The best way to participate at St. Paul’s is to attend our worship services and 

join in our various events.  However, there 
are still times when you might be unable to 
partake because of weather or illness.  Many 
of our services are available on Livestream or 
Facebook Live.  It has been used by our 
“Snow Birds,” students away at college, 
parishioners on vacation and former 

members who have moved away.  
Why not introduce it to your 
friends who may be looking for a 
church and don’t know what to 
expect?  The services can be watched 

live or later for up to three weeks online.  Just click on the LiveStream button or tab 
on our website for more info.  

†  On the Church Calendar 
 

Tuesday, April 24th 

Genocide Remembrance 
 

T his day is set aside in the calendar of the church to hold in remembrance those who 

have died and those whose lives have been severely damaged as a result of acts of 

genocide: the systematic and intentional destruction of a people by death, by the imposition 

of severe mental or physical abuse, by the forced displacement of children, or by other 

atrocities designed to destroy the lives and human dignity of large groups of people. 

This day is chosen for the commemoration because the international community 

recognizes April 24 as a day of remembrance for the Armenian Genocide, the systematic 

annihilation of the Armenian people during and just after World War I.  On April 24, 1915, 

more than 250 Armenian notables - civic and political leaders, teachers, writers, and 

members of the clergy - were rounded up, imprisoned, tortured, and killed.  Before the 

cessation of conflict, it is estimated that as many as one-and-a-half million Armenians 

perished, many as the result of forced marches, deliberate starvation, and heinous 

massacres. 

President Theodore Roosevelt declared the Armenian Genocide to be the greatest crime 

of World War I.  The close relationships between Anglicans and Episcopalians and our 

sisters and brothers in the Armenian Church make the remembrance of this day a particular 

sign of our fellowship in the body of Christ. 

 Tragically, human history is littered with such 

atrocities and the Armenian Genocide was far from the 

last such mass extermination of people in the twentieth 

century.  One need only mention Croatia, Nazi Germany, 

Zanzibar, Guatemala, Bangladesh, Burundi, Equatorial 

Guinea, East Timor, Cambodia, Afghanistan, Kurdish 

Iraq, and Tibet, and this is by no means a comprehensive 

list.  The unflinching resolve of people of faith, in prayer 

and in action, is critical if the travesty of human genocide 

is to be curbed and eventually stopped. 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
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†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

Wednesday, April 25th 

St. Mark, Evangelist 
 

T 
he book of Acts mentions a Mark, or 
John Mark, a kinsman of Barnabas 
(Col 4:10).  The house of his mother 

Mary was a meeting place for Christians in 
Jerusalem (Acts 12:12).  When Paul and 
Barnabas, who had been in Antioch, came to 
Jerusalem, they brought Mark back to Antioch 
with them (Acts 12:25), and he accompanied 
them on their first missionary journey (Acts 
13:5), but left them prematurely and returned to 
Jerusalem (Acts 13:13).  When Paul and 
Barnabas were about to set out on a second 
missionary journey, Barnabas proposed to take 
Mark, but Paul thought him unreliable, so that 
eventually Barnabas made one journey taking 
Mark, and Paul another journey taking Silas 
(Acts 15:36-40).  Mark is not mentioned again 
in Acts.  However, it appears that he became 
more reliable, for Paul mentions him as a trusted 
assistant in Colossians 4:10 and again in 2 
Timothy 4:11. 

The Apostle Peter had a co-worker whom he refers to as "my son Mark" (1 Peter 5:13).  
Papias, an early second century writer, in describing the origins of the Gospels, tells us that 
Mark was the "interpreter" of Peter, and that he wrote down ("but not in order") the stories 
that he had heard Peter tell in his preaching about the life and teachings of Jesus. 

The Gospel of Mark, in describing the arrest of Jesus (Mark 14:51f), speaks of a young 
man who followed the arresting party, wearing only a linen cloth wrapped around his body, 
whom the arresting party tried to seize, but who left the cloth in their hands and fled naked.  
It is speculated that this young man was the writer himself, since the detail is hardly worth 
mentioning if he were not. 

Tradition has it that after the death of Peter, Mark left Rome and went to preach in 
Alexandria, Egypt, where he was eventually martyred. 

It is natural to identify the John Mark of Acts with the Gospel-writer and interpreter of 
Peter, and this identification is standard in liturgical references to Mark.  However, "Mark" 
is the commonest of Latin first names, and they may well have been separate persons. 

Mark's symbol in art is a Lion, usually winged.  In the book of Revelation, the visionary 
sees about the throne of God four winged creatures: a lion, an ox, a man, and an eagle. 
(Compare with the cherubs in Ezekiel 1 and 10.)  It has customarily been supposed that 
these represent the four Gospels, or the four Evangelists (Gospel-writers).  One way of 
matching them is to say that the man stands for Matthew, whose narrative 
begins with the human genealogy of Jesus; that the lion stands for Mark, 
whose narrative begins with John the Baptist crying out in the desert (a 
lion roars in the desert); that the ox, a sacrificial animal, stands for 
Luke, whose narrative begins in the Temple, and that the eagle stands 
for John, whose narrative begins in Heaven, with the eternal Word.  
How old this correspondence is I do not know.  I have seen it in an 
illustrated Gospel-book from the early 800's.  An alternative 
assignment, which I think to be far more recent, calls Matthew the 
lion (because he portrays Christ as the Messiah, the fulfilment of Jewish 
prophecy, "the lion of the tribe of Judah"), Mark the ox (because he 
portrays Christ the servant, constantly doing the work for which he was sent), 
Luke the man (because he portrays the humanity and compassion of Christ), and John the 
eagle (because he portrays Christ as the eternal Word, who came down from Heaven). 

by James Keifer 
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I had it all 

the way 

Let us pray…  

          ...for John 

OMG!  He’s toast. 

This will end 

up in Sword 

Points 

Are you alright? 

H ired hand or 

shepherd?  Jesus 

says the hired hand runs 

away because he does 

not really care for the 

sheep.  The shepherd, on 

the other hand, will lay 

down his own life for his 

flock.  Do we run away 

from service to others, or 

are we willing to give 

our own lives in the 

name of the God who 

loves us, and gave His 

all for us? 

Join 550 members of our community to pray for Greater Danbury, its residents and 

leaders, and hear an inspirational message from Keynote Speaker, author and cultural 

commentator Eric Metaxas. 

This historically well-attended event, celebrating its 15th year, is not a fundraiser and is 

free of charge to all.  However, seating is limited and St. Paul’s has reserved two tables (20 

seats).  Contact Pam Szen to sit at our table. 

Metaxas is the #1 New York Times bestselling author of "Martin Luther", "If You Can 

Keep It", "Bonhoeffer", "Amazing Grace," and "Miracles."  His books have been translated 

into more than twenty-five languages.  His writing has appeared in the Wall Street Journal, 

the New York Times, and the New Yorker, and he has appeared as a cultural commentator 

on CNN, Fox News, and MSNBC.  He is the host of The Eric Metaxas Show, a nationally 

syndicated daily radio show.  Metaxas is also the 

founder and host of Socrates in the City, the 

acclaimed series of conversations on “life, God, and 

other small topics,” featuring Malcolm Gladwell, 

Dick Cavett, and Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks, among 

many others.  He is a senior fellow and lecturer at 

large at the King’s College in New York City, where 

he lives with his wife and daughter. 

Learn more at ericmetaxas.com; follow him at 

Eric Metaxas or on Twitter @ericmetaxas.  

 

http://ericmetaxas.com/
https://www.facebook.com/eric.metaxas/
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Click on the flyer 
to the left for the 

official music 
video for Andrew 
Peterson’s new 

song 
Is He Worthy!  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OIahc83Kvp4&feature=youtu.be
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†  You Can Help  

T he second Saturday of each month a group from St. Paul’s 

volunteers at the Jericho Food & Clothing Pantry on Spring Street in 

Danbury.  Please consider signing up by emailing Laurie DoBosh 

ldobosh@tcco.com.  The pantry is also looking for donations of reusable 

grocery bags and plastic bags for the clients to put their food in.  We are 

also looking for coloring books and crayons for the children who come 

with their parents to the pantry (gently used is accepted) and travel size 

toiletries you usually find at hotels are also needed.  Please place 

donations in Crocker Hall bin marked Jericho (left hand brown bin).  

Attention Vestry Members and Ministry Volunteers 

A Comprehensive Basic Hybrid Safe Church Training will 

be held on Thursday, 4/26/18 from 6:30-9 PM at Christ 

Episcopal Church 55 Church Road Easton, CT 06612. 

 

It will also be offered on Saturday May 19 from 8:30-11:30 

AM at Christ Church in Roxbury, CT 

For more 

information and 

to register follow 

this link. 

†  The Good Shepherd 
Late 19th-early 20th century 

Dupre, Julien, 1851-1910  
 

I mages of women agricultural workers became a popular subject in French painting of 
the mid-late 19th century.  Julien Dupre drew on that popular theme and moved it to 

allegory, with the naming of a shepherdess as the "good shepherd."  Christ, the spiritual 
Good 
Shepherd, 
becomes a 
calming 
presence 
without 
being 
pictured, 
simply by 
the artist's 
use of 
sheep, 
staff/rod, 
and one 
who tends 
the flock. 

mailto:ldobosh@tcco.com
https://www.episcopalct.org/safe-church-training-option-2/


 13 

 

Contact 
Ken Perry 
for more 

info. 
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The 

Rector’s 

Forum 

The Rector’s Forum meets every Sunday in the Guild 

Room between services at 9:30 am.  It is currently studying 

Romans.  The study of the Book of Romans has often proven 

to be a life-changing exercise.  Throughout the history of the 

church, lives have been radically transformed through the 

impact of Paul’s Epistle to the Romans.  
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Nick Janofsky  or  Connor Richardson 
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

The Divine Shepherd 
 

 Acts 4:5-12 

I n this story from the Acts of the Apostles Peter and John, having cured a 
crippled man, are called to account before the high Jewish council.  Peter 

testifies that the source of their healing power is the same Jesus whom the 
leaders rejected.  Referring to scripture, Peter speaks of the stone rejected by 
the builders, which is nevertheless meant to be the cornerstone of the new 
faith.  Evidently there were a number of encounters like this in the life of 
the early church, but the disciples continued to heal and to preach in Jesus’ 
name. 

 Psalm 23 
The Lord is shepherd and guide.  God is present in the time of danger 

and is generous and merciful. 
 1 John 3:16-24 
In our epistle lesson we learn that the followers of Jesus are to emulate 

his love by laying down their lives for one another.  Such love is demanding 
and practical, requiring believers to share what they have with those who 
lack.  By acting in ways consistent with the kindness of God, disciples will 
know that they do indeed believe in Jesus the Son of God.  They will know 
that he abides within them and they in him, and that the Spirit has been 
given them. 

 John 10:11-18 
In our gospel reading we are taught that Jesus is the good shepherd who 

is willing to die for his sheep.  He is not like one who has been hired to 
tend the sheep, and runs away in time of danger.  Rather, he knows the 
sheep with the same 
intimacy that he has 
with the Father.  Jesus 
has shared fully in their 
circumstances.  Together 
with those who are yet to 
be called, there will be 
one flock under the one 
true shepherd. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon Shorts 
 

"I t’s touching time."  To replay all our 

sermons, audio and videos follow this link 

for the Sunday Sermons.  Check out our Sermon 

Archives as well. 

 

 

John 10:11-18 

Are you mourning 

today?  Are you 

spiritually spent today?  

Are you afraid today?  

Is death nearby today?  

David and Jesus are 

here today inviting us to 

enlarge our frame and 

hold our grief, 

exhaustion and fear in a 

larger, deeper reality: 

God provides and 

guides and protects and 

restores.  

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster4_RCL.html#FIRST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster4_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster4_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster4_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2018.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2018.html
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Fr. George Hall, Brenda Darling, Jean Stauffer, 
Lorraine Estok and other parishioners convalescing 
in extended care facilities. 
.....St. Andrew’s, Meriden; Christ Church, Middle 
Haddam; St. George’s, Middlebury; Holy Trinity, 
Middletown. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
.....Hospital chaplains; Stephen Ministers; other pastoral 
care groups; ministries of healing; parish nurses; 
wellness programs; recovery ministries. 
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Joe & Barbara Hock, Sue Balla, Rose 
Barrett, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Teresa Stacchiotti, Mary DeAnzeris, 
Anthony, Paul Kovacs, Denise, Lee Rybos, Sandy Chaleski, Pam Altemus, Stu Terrill, 
David Lindsay, Jennifer, Susan & Rhonda continued healing. 
.....the people of the Federal Republic of Somalia; the people of Liberia; The Most Revd 
Thabo Makgoba Archbishop of Capetown and Primate of Southern Africa; Diocese of Cape 
Town - Table Bay - (Southern Africa) The Rt Revd Garth Counsell; and our sister and 
brother members of the Church of Sweden. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands 
of ISIS forces.  Pray also for radical Muslims throughout the 
world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with 
the UN peacekeeping service. 
…..Loaves & Fishes Hospitality in New Milford, the recipient of 
our food basket collections for the month of April. 
.....Wilton Baptist Church, a partner congregation of the Jericho 
Partnership. 
.....Those We Love. 
.....Cathy Schrull, healing, and peace and comfort during her treatments. 
.....Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of the Jericho Partnership, complete healing of 
Multiple Myeloma. 

 

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You Think 
 

Back Issues of Sword Points 
 

Shrouded 

 It’s a mystery, and yet it 

is so simple.  We can pore 

over Scripture to gain 

information.  We can search 

for answers that seem just 

out of reach.  The weight of 

the darkness can be 

suffocating.  Until the Light 

of the World reveals 

Himself, and you believe.  

https://www.standrewsmeriden.org/
https://www.christchurchmiddlehaddam.com/
http://www.stgeorgesct.com/
https://holytrinityct.wordpress.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federal_Government_of_Somalia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liberia
http://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=southern-africa&dio=cape-town&pos=archbishop-of-capetown-and-primate-of-southern-africa&posID=15440
http://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=southern-africa&dio=cape-town&pos=archbishop-of-capetown-and-primate-of-southern-africa&posID=15440
http://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=southern-africa&dio=cape-town&pos=bishop-of-table-bay&posID=17122
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_Sweden
http://www.foodpantries.org/li/loaves_fishes_hospitality_new_milford
http://wiltonbaptist.org/
http://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/54.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2xq2_cl9tn8&index=3&list=PLPOUA7GLxXIG30ir4xw2yWc5RNK7yhoyG&t=0sC:/Users/dszen_000.SAINT_PAULS/Documents/Israel%20Pix%202012
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2xq2_cl9tn8&index=3&list=PLPOUA7GLxXIG30ir4xw2yWc5RNK7yhoyG&t=0s
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†  It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks 
Sword Points: 

 

M ary Allen, Chris Barrett, Susan 
Champagne, Ron Crowcroft, Carol 

Ferro, Steve Hemming, Lois Hunt, Susan 
Iverson, Dori 
McManus, Beth 
Miller, Nicole 
O’Connors, Patrick 
O’Connors, Mary 
Perry, Ken Perry, 
Kirsten Peterson, 
Debbi Pomeroy, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, David Szen, 
Ron Switzer, John 
Tuthill, Don Winkley 
and Gail Winkley. 

 
 

 

Just For Fun ! 
(And Christian Fellowship) 

Random Fact of 

the Week! 
 

Did you know that … 

Silly Putty was invented in 

New Haven, Connecticut? 

 

OK, it’s caption time.  Send us your best, clever, witty, brainy, gifted, 
brilliant and sharp caption.  We’ll then have it judged by our crack, savvy, 
talented, versatile, all-knowing, astute, expert Sword Points staff.  The 
winner will no doubt receive an equally appropriate, well-suited, fitting, 
relevant, apropos, proper, and applicable prize.  Submit your caption here. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
http://www.wackyuses.com/weirdfacts/silly.html
mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com

