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Sword Points 
Transforming 

Lives Through 

Jesus Christ 

 

†  We Fear Not 
 

 

 

Blessed are those who fear the Lord. 

PSALM 128:1 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

I 
n its biblical context, the fear of the Lord is holy awe, a respect and 

adoration of God's holiness.  Those who fear the Lord fear nothing 

else, and those who do not fear the Lord fear all else, it has been 

said. 

 

We live in fearful times.  Anxiety continues to increase, and even as we are 

more plugged in than ever, personal isolation expands across our world.  

The heart of Jesus' message is the conquest of fear, where by following 

Christ, we fear not, for the Lord is with us. 

 

As a spiritual community, we share lives of deep security as we worship 

God in the beauty of holiness, and fearlessly serve one another into the 

world in Christ's name.  Be of good cheer, for through Jesus' resurrection, 

we have overcome the world. 

 

Faithfully, 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†   Is It Well 

by John Tuthill 
 

"And this is the testimony: 
God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son." 

  - 2 John 5:11 (ESV) 
 

H ave you ever known peace and joy - when neither of these things makes the least 

little bit of sense to anyone for you to have during life's most chaotic times and 

tests?  Have you experienced the gift of an absolute rock of certainty as to God's love, even 

as you've walked through your greatest losses and disappointments?  The testimony to you 

from God is this: it CAN be well for you in Christ, always and in whatever your 

circumstances.  He died for you.  He knows and He has first-hand and personally gone 

through the pain that you feel.  He stays with you (Matthew 28:20), and, He wants you to 

know that!  His promise is to deliver you to Himself and from out of the final consequences 

of all of your sin, suffering, and grief - yes, and ultimately even from death itself! 

People are understandably perplexed when a Christian has an inexplicable peace and a 

joy that over-rides and provides them a final way over and through their greatest of griefs.  

In 1873 there was a man that received a telegram message from his wife, who had set sail 

with their four young daughters over to Europe.  He had 

planned to meet up with them soon, after finalizing some 

work-related business first.  The short telegram note from 

his wife said only this: "Saved alone.  What shall I do?"  

She and their girls had been in a collision with another 

ship far out in the Atlantic.  In only twelve minutes, their 

ship went down taking with it their four girls and 222 

other souls.  And this was only the latest devastation this 

family faced - their young son died of fever two years 

earlier and the Chicago Fire ruined the family financially 

the year after that.  The man's name was Horatio 

Spafford, and as he crossed the sea to meet his grieving 

wife the captain informed him when they were passing 

over the place where his daughters had met the end of this 

life.  It was at this point that he went to his cabin and 

penned these words of one of the most-loved and hope-filled Christian hymns: 

"When peace, like a river, attendeth my way 

When sorrows like sea billows roll 

Whatever my lot, Thou has taught me to say 

It is well, it is well with my soul!" 
 

It is "well?"  What else but Christ could anchor a person in the middle of the most 

perfect storm of tragedies, freeing him to sing it is "well" even when he had lost seemingly 

everything?  Jesus is the only answer.  Christ, God the Son humbled Himself to be a human 

being like you and like me (Philippians 2:7).  Being a man, He even humbled Himself 

MORE again to become sin itself and to bear the full fury and wrath of God in our place for 

every single one of our sins.  As the hymn says, "He hath shed His own blood for my 

soul" (see 1 Peter 1:18-19).  By Jesus' sacrifice in obedience to the loving kindness of the 

Father, He paid for my sin and for yours "...not in part, but the whole - is nailed to the cross, 

and I bear it NO MORE!"  The last note of the hymn and the last note of any loss is joy!  

Nothing, no tragic news, no loss of any kind, and not even death, will take Christ and His 

love from you and from me (so agrees Romans 8:38).  "Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O 

my soul!" 

Thanks be to God! 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AHe_qmo3gX4
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†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, May 10 -  Ascension Day 
 - 7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 
Sat, May 12 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 
  10:00 am - Jericho Food Pantry, Danbury 
Sun, May 13 -  Seventh Sunday of Easter 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) (Facebook) 
  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 
  10:30 am - Sunday School 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion (LiveStream) (Facebook) 
Mon, May 14 - 7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall (LiveStream) (Facebook) 
Tue, May 15 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 
  5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Crocker Hall 
  7:15 pm - Boy Scouts Troop 5, Crocker Hall 
Wed, May 16 - 10:00 am - Holy Communion & Healing   (Facebook) 
Thu, May 17 - 7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 
Sat, May 19 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 
  11:00 am - St. Paul’s Quilters, Crocker Hall 
Sun, May 20 -- The Day of Pentecost: Whitsunday 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) (Facebook) 
  10:30 am - Sunday School 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion (LiveStream) (Facebook) 

†  Hopeline Baby Bottle Campaign 
 

T he Hopeline Baby Bottle Campaign begans last Sunday. 

Hopeline is a Christian-based ministry supporting women during 

unplanned pregnancies.  In addition to material assistance for the care 

of the newborn, such as cribs, clothing, diapers, 

and other supplies, Hopeline offers counseling, 

support, and ultrasounds performed on newly 

pregnant women by an Ob-Gyn trained 

physician.  They offer post-abortion 

counseling to women of any age. 

 St. Paul’s supports Hopeline through its 

annual “Change for Change” Baby Bottle Fundraiser.  There are 

baby bottles at the back of the church and in Crocker Hall that 

we ask you to please fill with your loose change and bills and 

return them on June 3rd.  Please Note: Checks should be made 

out to St. Paul’s with “Hopeline” in the memo line. 

 For more information, contact: Lois Hunt or Bonnie Wanzer. 

Last year 

St. Paul’s 

collected 

over $2,800! 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AHe_qmo3gX4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AHe_qmo3gX4
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“K eep them 

under your 

protection,” asks Jesus 

of God.  What’s he 

asking?  He’s asking 

God to care for us, to 

practice stewardship, 

with us.  How good 

are we at taking care? 

†  Credo ut Intelligam 
by Justin Slaughter Doty 

 

“For everything created by God is good, and nothing is to be rejected if it is received with 
thanksgiving…”  - 1 Timothy 4:4 

 

O ne of the unique aspects of the Christian faith is our strong belief in the goodness of 
our physical bodies and of the material gifts that God has created.  While Ancient 

Greek wisdom attempted to “escape” from the material world and from the “flesh,” early 
Christians affirmed that what God granted to us is good.  Our flesh and worldly things have 
proper and improper uses, and our spirits are intermingled with our bodies - as seen in Christ’s 
full bodily resurrection and ascension into heaven.  Anselm of Canterbury (1033 - 1109 A.D.), 
one of the most important figures of the Medieval Church, 
understood that the goodness of our physical being extended 
also to our minds.  Our intellect is a gift of god, he said, so we 
should use it!  He resolved to find a way to prove God’s 
existence with the use of intellect and wrote two massive 
philosophical texts in that pursuit.  In the Medieval era, his 
important book the Proslogion, developed a strong philosophical 
argument for God’s existence.  In fact, Anselm became a 
“Doctor of the Church” and is recognized as a saint in the 
Anglican Communion.  But all philosophy is fallible and not 
everyone was sold on Anselm’s theory.  His arguments are still 
debated in philosophy departments and seminaries to this very 
day.  In my estimate, the true value and beauty of the Proslogion is found not in Anselm’s 
philosophic arguments, but in a simple sentence that appears near the start of the text.  “Credo 
ut intelligam,” which means, “I believe so that I may understand.”  In that sentence we find 
something that is not in need of any debate amongst academics; that faith is the bedrock of 
everything whether it be philosophical inquiry or the growth of intellect.  The theory of “credo 
ut intelligam” is often forgotten in the current academic realm and it is taken for granted that 
the medievalists lived by that axiom.  In our modern world of atheism and unbelief we can get 
so caught up in debates for the existence of God, or in justification for this or that theological 
tenant, that we forget what Paul says: that as Christians, “we preach Christ crucified!”  Perhaps 
that is why the Lord granted us the bible in the form of a narrative and not a philosophic tract 
of arguments.  The story of Christ holds unfathomable power and touches our hearts far more 
deeply than any logical or rational conclusions ever could.  Medieval scholar and author, C.S. 
Lewis, understood Anselm’s tenant and saw faith as dwelling in a supranatural realm (one that 
exists far above rationalism) and chose to focus on the story and journey of Chrisendom in Mere 
Christianity - one of the most successful evangelistic documents of the 20th century.  So, as we 
go in the world and share the gospel, let us remember to rely on our foundation of faith, of 
Jesus Christ and of the fellowship of the holy spirit to guide us in our endeavors - just as Anselm 
of Canterbury did.  
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COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 

May 13th  8 am - Joan Boehm    10:30 am - Amy Tilford 
May 20th  8 am - Karen & Bob Greeley 10:30 am - Amy Boyce 
May 27th  8 am - Cindy & Peter Maier 10:30 am - (Parade) 

Contact Mary Allen at 

203-775-6633 or 

chamla@charter.net. 

New to St. Paul's?  Interested in 

exploring membership in the 

Church?  Confirmation will be 

offered on the afternoon of May 

19th at Camp Washington in 

Morris. Interested in participating, 

or learning more?  Please speak to 

Fr. Joe. 

†  Happy Birthday to You! 
 

W endy Cavagna celebrates today!  Steve Hemming will be 

blowing out candles on Friday.  Bake a cake for Sandy 

Chadwick & Tim Tilford on Saturday.  Throw a party on Sunday for 

Ryan Friedly.  Juliet Barbieri will be opening presents on Monday.  David Hock, 

Jack Powell & Pamela Koniecki will be a year older and wiser on Tuesday.  

Wednesday is the big day for Mason Sampson.  Have a blessed day everyone! 

P art of Acts 1 talks about the naming of a 

new Apostle to replace Judas.  The 

Disciples named two men who “went in and out 

among us,” and asked God, who knows all hearts, 

to assist them in their choice.  Suppose you were in 

that situation today.  What in your heart would tell 

God about your love and giving and service to 

Him? 

†  Men’s Bible Study Packing Them In 

Find out why more than 20 men gather each week to discuss the Bible.  We start 

promptly at 7; and end at 8 pm.  If you can’t make it person (Hint: Ladies this includes 

you), follow us online on Facebook Live or Livestream.  

Wow!  How do 
these men justify 
their behavior?  

Watch last week's 
study to find out. 

mailto:Hi%20Dave. %20Could%20you%20please%20add%20that%20we%20needs%20Coffee%20Hour%20hCHAMLA@CHARTER.NET
https://www.youtube.com/edit?o=U&video_id=XYU_mi3nNpQ
https://www.youtube.com/edit?o=U&video_id=XYU_mi3nNpQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XYU_mi3nNpQ&feature=share
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†  Stewardship Reflection 
 

 “Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, 

God abides in him, and he in God.”     

 - John 4:15 
 

H ow strong is your faith?  When you have an 

opportunity to either defend or clarify a 

question about our faith in Jesus, do you do it?  Or, 

do you remain silent so that others don’t think you are 

weird?  Pray for the courage to be strong in all 

circumstances and to share your witness with others. 

 

†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

May 10th 
 

Ascension Day 
 

T he Feast of the Ascension of Jesus Christ is celebrated 40 days 
after Easter Day, marking the conclusion of Jesus’ post-

resurrection appearances and his ascension into heaven.  Although 
Ascension Day is on May 14 on this year’s liturgical calendar, many 
parishes will observe it on this Sunday. 
 Celebration of this holy day dates back at least to the late fourth 
century, and scriptural references to Jesus’ ascension occur in both The 
Acts of the Apostles and the Gospel of Mark: “So when they had come 
together, they asked him, ‘Lord, is this the time when you will restore 
the kingdom to Israel?’  He replied, ‘It is not for you to know the times 
or periods that the Father has set by his own authority.  But you will 
receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be 
my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of 
the earth.’  When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted 
up, and a cloud took him out of their sight.  While he was going and they 
were gazing up towards heaven, suddenly two 
men in white robes stood by them.  They said, 
‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up 
towards heaven?  This Jesus, who has been taken 
up from you into heaven, will come in the same 
way as you saw him go into heaven’” (Acts 1: 6-11, 
NRSV). 
 “So then the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken 
to them, was taken up into heaven and sat 
down at the right hand of God” (Mark 
16:19, NRSV). 
 The Ascension of Jesus is also 

professed in the Apostles’ Creed and the Nicene Creed: 
“He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 
of the Father” (Book of Common Prayer, pp.120, 358). 

 

Collect for Ascension Day 

A lmighty God, whose blessed Son our Savior Jesus Christ 
ascended far above all heavens that he might fill all things: 

Mercifully give us faith to perceive that, according to his promise, he abides 
with his Church on earth, even to the end of the ages; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in 
glory everlasting.  Amen  (Book of Common Prayer, p. 226). 

Fifteenth-century illuminated manuscript 

depicting the Ascension of Christ (Image via 

Wikimedia)  
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Greeters Needed 
  

Greeting people in a warm way makes 
them feel good about their presence in 

church. 
  

At St. Paul’s, we are always looking for 
people who feel called to serve in this 

important ministry. 
  

If you are interested in becoming a 
greeter, please contact Pam Szen 

(prszen@gmail.com) 
or David Szen 

 

 

†  Pray It Up 
 

N otice the Red and White prayer request cards in the 
pew?  Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the 

red bowl on the table on the way to communion.  Then take a 
card from the bowl either right then or after service.  Pray for 
that request for one week.  How comforting to know that your 
request is being prayed for and that you are praying for 
someone else’s!  You might just be praying for the person 
sitting next to you!  Or, if you’d prefer - please send your 

request to St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!   

St. Paul’s has started a new ministry … in Portuguese!  Our own Joe 

Bernardo prepares a timely message that is available on our website, our 

Facebook page and our YouTube channel.  You might want to check it out.  

Be sure to “like” it and share it with your Portuguese friends. 

Now with an English 

explanation after the 

credits 

mailto:prszen@gmail.com
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/portugues.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/portugues.html
mailto:prayingnow2@gmail.com
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†  Vestry Meeting 
 April 9th 

Opening: Mary Perry opened the meeting 
with prayer at 7:33 pm.  Larry Creagh led a 
Bible study on the Lord’s prayer, Matt 6:9-
13, from a commentary by Craig Koester.  
Lois Hunt gave her testimony.  A lifelong 
member of St. Paul’s, Lois was a believer in 
Jesus Christ as her Lord and savior, but 
never realized that she had to consciously 
accept the gift of salvation until teaching 
Sunday school with Pete and Joyce Scalzo.  
They explained the gift of salvation is not 
yours until you consciously accept it from 
Jesus and put Him on the throne of your life.  
That was her Ah Ha moment, the day she 
gave her life to Christ. Jesus sustains her 
through illness and sadness and loss and joy; 
and her Christian community is important to 
that walk .  The March minutes were 
approved as circulated. 

Treasurer’s Report: Income is $5,139 
below expenses YTD.  Franklin Funds are 
down $21,000 YTD, 2.2%.  Our 2018 
Mission Budget is almost half paid. 
 

Committee Reports:  Dave Allen reported 
for the Property Committee that the estimate 
for repair on the window behind the organ 
was misunderstood and is three times higher 
than thought.  The committee will ask the 
vendor to look at doing the worst parts first 
and will come back next month with a new 
proposal.  A written reports was submitted 
by George Stowell for Policy Development. 

Rector’s Report: Fr. 
Joe is thankful for the 
new sound system and is 
excited to be part of what 
God is doing at St. Paul’s.  
Bishop Mpango from 
Tanzania and his daughter 
Rose will be here on April 22nd.  Bishop 
Mpango will preach at both services.  Music 
here is beautiful and blended, Fr. Joe gives 
thanks to the music ministry.  Thanks also to 
the greeters and ushers.  Confirmation will 
be held at Camp Washington on May 19th.  
The men’s Bible study will begin the book of 
Galatians on April 16th.  Easter was 
wonderful with over three hundred people all 
together at the services.  The Memorial 
Garden and front garden look wonderful, 
thank you to our benefactor. 

 

Old Business: The Vestry 
Retreat was wonderful: “We 
came as strangers and left as 
friends.”  Security System: 
we have quotes on 
modifications for the back 

door, remote access, key cards etc., we will 
have additional quotes next month . 
 

New Business: The Vestry Picnic will be at 
Mary and Chuck Allen’s on August 8th.  We 
will be scheduling AED Training in the near 
future.  Next Vestry Meeting is Wednesday 
May 9th. 
 

Closing: The meeting was closed with 
prayer at 8:43 pm by Mary Perry after which 
we all shared  the Lord’s Prayer. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Lois Hunt, Clerk of the Vestry 

Last Saturday, 

May 5th, Sandy 

Chadwick, Sandy 

Chaleski, Kathy 

Whipple and Tony 

Arcamone 

performed 

Christian music at 

a food bank 

benefit hosted by 

St. Thomas' 

Episcopal Church 

in Bethel.  Thanks 

gang! 
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Bible Study delivered to St. Paul’s Vestry 
on April 9, 2018 by Larry Creagh 

 

This information is edited and taken from 
commentaries by the contemporary Dr. Craig 
Koester of Luther Seminary, St Paul, MN, and by 
John Wesley (1703 – 1791) Anglican Priest & 
Theologian founder of Methodism. 

 

T he Lord’s Prayer was part of 
Jesus’ famous “Sermon on the Mount.”  I 
began the bible study by reading Matthew 6:9-
13 from the familiar version of the King 

James Bible: 
 “After this manner 
therefore pray ye: Our 
Father which art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done in earth, as it is 
in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily 
bread. 
 And forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors. 
 And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us 
from evil: For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, for ever.  
Amen.” 

I then quoted Dr. Craig Koester’s 
commentary of Matthew 3:13 up to where the 
doxology begins. 

 

By Dr. Koester: 
 

The plural “our” is used throughout, so 
that those giving voice to the prayer 
acknowledge both the presence of God and 
their connection to a wider praying 
community.  The first three petitions focus 
the worshipers’ attention on God.  The 

remaining petitions turn to “our” needs, 
asking God to help all of “us.” 

Our Father in Heaven  
Week 1 begins with the address, “Our 

Father in heaven.”  Prayer is not so much 
language about God as it is speaking to God.  
To pray is to risk speaking to a God who is 
unseen and yet real.  To pray is to recognize 
that God is different from us.  God is “in 
heaven” above, whereas the praying person is 
on earth below.  God is “another” and we are 
not God.  Yet Jesus invites us to call upon 
God as Father.  Theologically, we do so 
because God, as Father, has created us and 
given us life.  Through Jesus the Son, we are 
redeemed as children of God.  Through the 
Spirit, God evokes the faith that enables us to 
recognize him as Father (Romans 8:15), 
trusting that he will give good things to his 
children (Matthew 7:11).  

Next, the first petition is that God’s name 
might be holy.  The focus remains on God’s 
identity and action.  According to Ezekiel 
36:23-33, God would make his name holy by 
gathering people together, cleansing them 
from sin, and giving them a new spirit.  By 
such holy actions God’s “name” or identity is 
made known in the world. 

Your Kingdom Come…  
In Week 2, the second and third petitions 

continue focusing on God by saying, “Your 
kingdom come, your will be done on earth as 
in heaven.”  Matthew’s gospel recognizes that 
the world is the scene of contending forces 
that hold people captive.  People do not live 
in neutral space.  The powers of evil are 
manifest in diseases of mind and body, the 
falsehoods that people claim are true, and the 
sins that destroy individuals and 
communities.  To pray that God’s kingdom 
will come is to ask that God’s power to create 
will prevail over forces that destroy, and that 
his power to redeem will bring release from 
bondage. 

God’s kingdom comes through his 
Messiah, who was enthroned through 
crucifixion, revealing a kingdom characterized 
by sacrifice and resurrection.  In heaven, 
God’s will is unopposed, for there sin and 
death have no place.  As long as sin and death 
are active, people are moved to pray that 

(Continued on page 11) 

†  Lord’s Prayer 

 Commentary  
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God’s life-giving purposes may be carried out 
on earth as they are in heaven. 

Give Us This Day…  
In Week 3, the fourth petition shifts to 

the requests made directly for “us,” beginning 
with “Give us this day our daily bread.”  The 
needs of the individual are not separated from 
those of the wider community.  The praying 
person seeks bread not only for “me” but for 
“us,” since all have the same need of 
sustenance from God.  In Israel’s tradition, a 
vivid form of daily bread was the manna that 
was gathered in the wilderness.  People could 
not create manna for themselves; they could 
only gather it.  And they could not hoard it, 
since it spoiled; they had to receive it each 
day.  The simplicity of this petition is a 
startling reminder that each person is like 
those who journeyed through the wilderness.  
Our lives are not self-generated or self-
sustaining.  Life relies on what we receive 
from the Giver and can only be stewarded as a 
gift. 

Forgive Us our Sins…  
In Week 4, the fifth petition says, “Forgive 

our sins, as we forgive those who sin against 
us.”  The Greek text more literally asks for 
release from our “debts,” which is the 
translation used in the King James Version 
and some Protestant liturgies.  The older 
translation of Tyndale read “trespasses” and 
the parallel in Luke 11:4 reads “sins.”  The 
assumption is that sin is like a debt that is 
owed to God and is beyond our capacity to 
repay. 

At the level of relationships, people 
accumulate hurts and grievances, which end 
up defining the relationship.  As long as 
wrongs from the past define the present, the 
wrongs also close off the future.  The term 
“forgive” is literally “release.”  To forgive is 
not to say that what has transpired does not 
matter.  Rather, it is to say that the wrongs 
that have occurred no longer define the 
relationship.  Forgiveness or “release” means 
that there can be a different future, which is 
not defined by the past.  People are to see 
themselves first of all as the recipients of 
release. 

God begins the process of opening up the 
future for new relationship by his acts of 

forgiveness.  Those who have received 
forgiveness from God are then in a position 
to extend it to others.  Forgiving does not 
mean perpetuating destructive patterns of 
relationship by turning a blind eye to it and 
“letting things go” on in the old way.  
Forgiveness or release is designed to bring 
change.  It accomplishes its purpose when it 
opens up a future that the wrongdoing from 
the past had closed off. 

Lead Us Not into Temptation…  
Week 5 takes up the last two petitions.  

The traditional version of the Lord’s Prayer 
says, “Lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil.”  The 
newer translation, 
“Save us from the 
time of trial,” 
reflects discomfort 
with the idea that 
God would ever 
“lead” people into 
temptation, since 
God tempts no 
one to sin (James 
1:13).  Temptation 
is more properly 
ascribed to Satan, the “evil one” mentioned in 
the final petition. 

Yet the Greek text of the prayer leaves 
open the possibility that God could “bring” 
people “to the test” by situations that 
challenge their faith (Genesis 22:1; Exodus 
16:4).  The petition recognizes the 
confrontational side of God.  The prayer does 
not try to explain what lies behind experience, 
and affirms that even if God is capable of 
challenging people, God is the one who saves.  
Therefore, in all circumstances, people are to 
call upon him.” 

Dr. Koester’s commentary stops right 
where the doxology begins in Matthew 6:13b.  
Many Bibles do not include the final sentence 
of Matt 6:13 and Dr. Koester did not include 
it. 

I decided to finish this Bible Study with 
John Wesley’s commentary of the doxology of 
the Lord’s Prayer: 

By John Wesley: 
“The conclusion of this divine prayer, 

(Continued from page 10) 

(Continued on page 12) 

Lord’s Prayer Commentary  
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Editors Note:  We are starting a new weekly feature 
exploring the service of the Holy Eucharist in its 
many component parts. 

 

T 
he Holy Eucharist goes by many names: 
The Last Supper, The Lord’s Supper, The 
Holy Communion, The Mass, The Holy 

Liturgy, the Divine Liturgy, etc. The Book of 
Common prayer refers to it as The Holy Eucharist - 
“holy” meaning “set apart,” and “eucharist” coming 
from the greek word means “thanksgiving.”  Many 

refer to the service as “The Mass” which has its origins in the dismissal portion of the Latin 
service.  Literally, “Ite, missa est” meant “Go, it is the dismissal.” But in Christianity this 
took on the added theological significance of mission - we come here to church to be 
spiritually nourished and to give thanks to God, and we leave here with a sense of calling 
and mission.  No 
matter what you call 
the service, the 
important part is that 
you come and go 
with a sense of 
grateful 
thanksgiving and a 
desire to hear & 
spread the word 
about God’s love. 

Congratulations on your 

First Holy Communion 

 

 

 

 

Nathan Brennen, David Greeley, 

John Guglielmo, TJ Rubsamen 

 

commonly called the “doxology” is a solemn 
thanksgiving, a compendious 
acknowledgement of the attributes and works 
of God.  “For Thine is the Kingdom” – The 
sovereign right [over] 
all things that are, or 
ever were, created….  
“The power” – the 
executive power 
whereby Thou 
governest all things in 
Thy everlasting 
Kingdom….  “And 
the glory—the praise 
due from every creature, for Thy power, and 
the mightiness of Thy Kingdom, and for all 
Thy wonderous works which Thou workest 
from everlasting and shalt do, world without 
end, “forever and ever. Amen!”  So be it!” 

My comments: 
In the doxology God alone deserves the 

credit and glory. it is not about us, it is about 

God.  It is not our power, it is God's power.  
Apparently, the doxology appears in some 
early Bible copies going back to the 4th and 
5th centuries, but many Bible scholars believe 

it was added to the 
original text.   
If the doxology was 
added to scripture it 
was probably taken in 
part from the words 
of King David quoted 
in 1 Chronicles 29: 
11; “Thine, O Lord is 
the greatness, and the 

power, and the glory, and the victory, and the 
majesty: for all that is in the heaven and in 
the earth is thine; thine is the kingdom, O 
Lord, and thou art exalted as head above all.” 

We ended the Bible Study by all the 
attending Vestry reciting the Lord’s Prayer 
from memory. 

(Continued from page 11) 

†  About the Service  

Lord’s Prayer Commentary  
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†  You Can Help  

T he second Saturday of each month a group from St. Paul’s 

volunteers at the Jericho Food & Clothing Pantry on Spring Street in 

Danbury.  Please consider signing up by emailing Laurie DoBosh 

ldobosh@tcco.com.  The pantry is also looking for donations of reusable 

grocery bags and plastic bags for the clients to put their food in.  We are 

also looking for coloring books and crayons for the children who come 

with their parents to the pantry (gently used is accepted) and travel size 

toiletries you usually find at hotels are also needed.  Please place 

donations in Crocker Hall bin marked Jericho (left hand brown bin).  

 

†  Art in the Christian Tradition 
 

Paradise  
1620 

Jan Bruegel, 1568-1625 
 

 "...their delight is in the 
law of the Lord, and on his law 
they meditate day and night.  
They are like trees planted by 
streams of water, which yield 
their fruit in its season, and 
their leaves do not wither.  In 
all that they do, they prosper. -
- Psalm 1:2-3 -- "...all of 
nature is instrumental, not 
intrinsically dangerous, and 
any creature can be an emblem 
of both good and evil.  The 
beasts of Eden each represent, 
according to the iconologists, a 
multitude of virtures, vices, 
opportunities, and 
vulnerabilities, so that each 
representation engages the 
viewer in interpretive choices 
that either reenact the primal 
choice of Adam and Eve [seen 
very faintly in the background] 
or redress it.  Almost 
everything in the Garden has 
potentiality for good or ill, and 
everything can be either well 
used or abused in the fallen but 
redeemed and potentially 
regenerate world." 

Try out our 
Wednesday services 

at 10 am. 

mailto:ldobosh@tcco.com
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/videos/2028201764098442/
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The 

Rector’s 

Forum 

The Rector’s Forum meets every Sunday in the Guild 

Room between services at 9:30 am.  It is currently studying 

Romans.  The study of the Book of Romans has often proven 

to be a life-changing exercise.  Throughout the history of the 

church, lives have been radically transformed through the 

impact of Paul’s Epistle to the Romans.  
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Follow Us Live 
The best way to participate at 

St. Paul’s is to attend our worship 
services and join in our various 
events.  However, there are still 
times when you might be unable to 
partake because of weather or 
illness.  Many of our services are 
available on Livestream or Facebook 
Live.  It has been used by our 

“Snow Birds,” 
students away at 
college, parishioners 
on vacation and 

former members who have moved 
away.  Why not introduce it to your 
friends who may be looking for a 
church and don’t know what to 
expect?  The services can be watched 
live or later for up to three weeks 
online.  Just click on the LiveStream 
button or tab on our website for 
more info.  

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

That Your Joy May Be Complete 
 

 Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 

I n this lesson we hear of the selection of Matthias to take Judas’s place as one of 
the twelve apostles.  Peter perceives that it is prophesied that an other 

should replace Judas, and lots are cast to select between two men who had been 
among the larger band of Jesus’ followers.  Matthias is chosen as one of the 
companions of Jesus who is able to witness to the resurrection. 

 Psalm 1 
The Lord makes fruitful those who choose the way of righteousness. 
 1 John 5:9-13 
In this lection disciples are bid to believe in the testimony that God has 

borne to Jesus, the Son of God.  They are to have confidence that their prayers 
are heard and that in the Son they have eternal life.  Elsewhere in this letter it is 
indicated that God’s witness to Jesus is especially made know through the 
experience of love, a love made manifest in Jesus.  Those who trust in Jesus as 

the Son of God realize this testimony within their own hearts.  
Refusal to accept this witness means to lose the possibility of 
true life. 
 John 17:6-19 
In our gospel Jesus prays for his disciples shortly before his 
death, asking for their unity and sanctification in truth.  He prays 
that they may be protected in the Father’s name, this is, by God’s 
true character as it has been made known by Jesus.  Because of 
Jesus’ revelation to them, the disciples are set apart from 

disbelieving worldly society.  Yet, in another important sense, they remain a part of 
this world 
and are 
consecrated 
to witness 
to the truth 
in it. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon Shorts 
 

"W hat is Joy?  To replay all our sermons, 

audio and videos follow this link for 

the Sunday Sermons.  Check out our Sermon 

Archives as well. 

 
 

John 17:6-19 

"Whenever we are 

offered a blessing in the 

Bible, we might be 

tempted to run and hide 

- because a blessing 

never comes without a 

God-sized mission.  

And God-sized 

missions never come 

without a cost."  

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster7_RCL.html#FIRST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster7_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster7_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster7_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2018.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2018.html
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Fr. George Hall, Brenda Darling, Jean 
Stauffer, Lorraine Estok and other parishioners 
convalescing in extended care facilities. 
.....St. Mark’s, New Britain; St. Mark’s, New Canaan; 
Christ Church, New Haven. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
.....Parish prayer groups; intercessory prayer chains. 
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Joe & 
Barbara Hock, Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, Jim 
Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Teresa Stacchiotti, Mary DeAnzeris, Anthony, Paul 
Kovacs, Denise, Lee Rybos, Sandy Chaleski, Pam Altemus, Stu Terrill, David Lindsay, 
Jennifer, Susan & Rhonda continued healing. 
.....the people of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago; the people of Morocco; Diocese of 
Chile - (South America) The Rt Revd Hector Zavala Muñoz; and our sister and brother 
members of the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution 
at the hands of ISIS forces.  Pray also for radical 
Muslims throughout the world to come to know 
Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in 
Somalia with the UN peacekeeping service. 
.....Victory Christian Center, Danbury, the recipient 
of our food basket collections for the month of May. 
.....French Speaking Baptist Church, Danbury, a 
partner congregation of the Jericho Partnership. 
.....Congress or a State Legislature. 
.....Cathy Schrull, healing, and peace and comfort 
during her treatments. 
.....Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of the Jericho 
Partnership, complete healing of Multiple Myeloma. 
.....Ann Helen Smith-Batista. 

 

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You Think 
 

Back Issues of Sword Points 
 

2018 Danbury Prayer 
Breakfast Keynote 

Speaker 
Eric Metaxas 

 
 A must see… 
Author and commentator 
Eric Metaxas shares 
about 'Everything ... and 
Why We are Here.'  

http://www.stmarksnewbritain.org/default.asp
https://www.stmarksnewcanaan.org/
http://www.christchurchnh.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trinidad_and_Tobago
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Morocco
http://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=south-america&dio=chile&pos=bishop-of-chile&posID=6764
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ecumenical_Patriarchate_of_Constantinople
https://www.facebook.com/GMVCC/
http://www.churchfinder.com/churches/ct/danbury/french-speaking-baptist-chapel-danbury
http://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/20.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jhqlo4qcWbc&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jhqlo4qcWbc&feature=youtu.be
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†  It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks 
Sword Points: 

 

M ary Allen, Chris Barrett, Ron 
Crowcroft, Justin Doty, Carol Ferro, 

Steve Hemming, Lois Hunt, Susan Iverson, 
Dori McManus, Beth 
Miller, Nicole 
O’Connors, Patrick 
O’Connors, Mary 
Perry, Ken Perry, 
Kirsten Peterson, 
Debbi Pomeroy, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, Pam Szen, 
David Szen, Ron 
Switzer, John Tuthill, 
Don Winkley and 
Gail Winkley. 

 
 

 

Just For Fun ! 
(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

Random 
Fact of the 

Week! 
 

Did you know … that a luminous 
discharge could 
be seen around 
a person taking 
an electric 
bath 
(pictured)?  

Sunday, August 5thSunday, August 5thSunday, August 5th   

God’s Sunday morning golf ⛳ course obstacle. 

https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Electric_bath_(electrotherapy)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Electric_bath_(electrotherapy)

