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Sword Points 
Transforming 

Lives Through 

Jesus Christ 

†  To Share This News 
 

 

Dear Friends, 

G od loves you.  Our vision as the church is to share this news.  For love is 

our calling, and it comes from God. 

Even if our hearts condemn us, or we doubt ourselves, God in Christ never will.  

For if God is for us, who can be against us?  May we trust in our Savior's 

promise to bring to us light, life and love. 

For 233 years now at St. Paul's, by 

God's grace, we have kept on message.  

And we will stay on message.  For God 

is love, and God always has the last 

word. 

Faithfully, 

"If our hearts condemn us, we know that God is greater than our 
hearts, and he knows everything." 

   1 JOHN 3:20 

 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†   "Not I, but Christ"!  
by John Tuthill 

 

“I tell you the truth, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a 
little child will never enter it!” 

 

  - Jesus said this to his disciples.  Mark 10:15 (NIV) 
 

H 
ave you been rooting for them???  I have!  The disciples have been making 

slow but sure progress in the gospel readings in Mark lately.  What Jesus 

teaches is so slowly beginning to dawn on them that it is really helpful to zoom 

out and to take a look at their progress over the several readings from this gospel series all at 

once.  Yes, it is still painfully slow, but it certainly seems to be there - which is hopeful for 

us also!  Recall two Sundays ago, Jesus very clearly and plainly announced to them all for 

the first time in Mark's Gospel that He was going to be betrayed, and then be killed, and, He 

instructed them that He would then rise again from out of the grave.  

"And immediately" as Mark so often says, upon 

hearing that shocking news the disciples all began 

to argue among themselves about which one of 

them was "the greatest" (Mark 9:34).  Clearly, 

these students are not yet having an "A-Ha!" 

moment.  Even Jesus telling them openly did not 

bring this group up to the "getting it" stage (as 

Mark 9:32 admits to us they did not).  Last week 

the disciples were still seeing themselves as "the 

greatest" when they complained to Jesus that an 

outsider from their group was casting out evil 

spirits in Jesus' name - and with more success 

than they were having.  Patiently, Jesus showed 

them that they are still not "all that" and He 

shows them that they are not willing (or able) to "cut off" from 

themselves what causes them to sin.  This week?  Jesus does not mince words.  In no 

uncertain terms He shows that we all are in complete need of His grace.  Not only the 

divorced and remarried, but also all who have ever even only looked with lust has 

committed adultery in their heart (See Matthew 5:27).  And several verses running in the 

same thread from the Old Testament and into the New all consistently attest the truth - that 

we are all in the same boat; see Romans 3:23, 1 Kings 8:46, Ecclesiastes 7:20, etc... 

This week the disciples hear Jesus again give the message that all people are in the same 

helpless estate and situation - and what is the disciples' wacky response to what Jesus tells 

them this time? (See Verse 10:13)  "People were bringing little children to Him in order that 

He might touch them and bless them BUT THE DISCIPLES SPOKE STERNLY TO 

THEM" to chase the children away.  Groan!  The inclusion of this part in the gospel reading 

brings the message home.  This is the level at which all people need to come to Jesus, and 

He is only "Way" (see John 14:6).  Jesus said, "...whoever does not receive the kingdom of 

God as a little child will never enter it" (vs. 15). 

 Spoiler alert!  Next week the disciples "are 

even more amazed" and in next week's gospel 

reading (Mark 10:17-31) they ask among 

themselves, "Who then can be saved?"  Do 

you begin to see their progress when they are 

at least beginning to ask such a question?  

There is hope for them - and for us - yet! (see 

Lamentations 3:28-29).      Thanks be to God! 

Jesus is not 

mincing words! 

(Mark 10:2-16) 

All are in need of 

grace!  
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O ur Men’s Bible Study is still packing them in weekly on Monday 

nights.  This time they’re dissecting the Letters of Paul to the 

Colossians and the Ephesians.  Join them each Monday night at 7 pm in 

Crocker Hall.  All the studies are available live on Livestream and archived 

on YouTube. 

†  Men’s Bible Study 

Who said: "Have you considered my servant Job?  There is no one on earth like him; he 

is blameless and upright, a man who fears God and shuns evil." 

Job 1:8 NIV  

†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Oct   4 - 7:30 pm - Mission Committee, Guild Room 
  7:30 pm - Property Committee, Classroom 
  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 
Sat, Oct   6 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 
Sun, Oct   7 - The Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (Livestream) 
  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 
  10:30 am - Sunday School 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (Livestream) 
Mon, Oct   8 -  Columbus Day  (Parish Office Closed) 
  7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall  (Livestream) 
Tue, Oct   9 - 9:15 am - Tuesday Women’s AM Bible Study, Guild Room 
  7:15 pm - Boy Scouts Troop #5, Crocker Hall 
Wed, Oct 10 - 10:00 am - Holy Communion & Healing  (Facebook) 

Thu, Oct 11 - 7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 
Sat, Oct 13 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  10:00 am - Jericho Food Pantry, Danbury 
Sun, Oct 14 - The Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (Livestream) 
  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 
  10:30 am - Sunday School 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (Livestream) 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Job+1:8&version=NIV&showfn=yes
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
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†  Transforming 

Stewardship 
 

“So out of the ground the Lord 

God formed every beast of the field 

and every bird of the air, and brought 

them to the man to see what he would 

call them; and whatever the man 

called every living creature, that was 

its name.”  Genesis 2:19 
 

T he creation story reminds us 

of two important points.  

First, since the start, God has put the 

entire world into our care.  Second, 

stewardship has been around since 

the beginning of mankind, it isn’t 

something recently invented by the 

Church.  Just as past generations built 

our Church, it is now our responsibility 

to continue to nurture and develop these 

gifts for future generations. 

S t. Paul’s has started a new ministry … in 

Portuguese!  Our own Joe Bernardo 

prepares a timely message that is available on 

our website, our Facebook page and our 

YouTube channel.  You might want to check it out.  

Be sure to “like” it and share it with your Portuguese 

friends. 

†  Greeters Needed 
 

Greeting people in a warm way makes them feel 
good about their presence in church. 

At St. Paul’s, we are always looking for people 
who feel called to serve in this important ministry.  
If you are interested in becoming a greeter, please 

contact Pam Szen (prszen@gmail.com) or David 
Szen 

†  Altar Guild Annual Meeting 

M 
embers of Saint Paul's Altar Guild will gather together in the Guild Room on 

Monday, October 22nd, at 6:30 pm for a Potluck Supper and their Annual 

Meeting.  Each member attending is asked to please bring their favorite casse-

role, salad or dessert to share.  New and prospective members will be welcomed, new or 

changed procedures will be reviewed, Sacristans' responsibilities for 2019 will be assigned, 

and there will be a question and answer session.  Please join us for an evening of Christian 

fellowship and sharing.  New members are always welcome to join this ministry.  RSVP to 

Gail Winkley, 203-775-3343 or gailwinkley@yahoo.com by Friday, October 19th. 

The above is a photo of our cornerstone laying in 

1937 by our rector, the Rev. Charles Carpenter 

(center).  Notice: little boy sitting far left on the 

platform and the processional cross held by the 

boy next to him that we still use today. 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/portugues.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/portugues.html
mailto:prszen@gmail.com
mailto:gailwinkley@yahoo.com
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†  The Cure for Heart Trouble  
by Steve Hemming 

 

“The troubles of my heart have enlarged; bring me out of my distresses!” 
   Psalm 25:17 

 

I 
 was born on a military base in Vicenza, Italy, where my father served in the United 
States Army.  The doctor who performed the delivery detected I had an enlarged 
heart, and based on his presumptions, summarily told my parents that I would not 

survive.  Mom and Dad refused to accept the diagnosis, and brought me back to the states, 
where I was immediately placed under the care of Doctor James Manning, MD, a renowned 
pediatric cardiologist.  
Through Dr. Manning, 
Almighty God healed my 
heart and saved my life. 

While heart trouble can 
become a serious illness if 
left untreated, likewise, 
emotional troubles of the 
heart can be equally 
debilitating if they are not 
dealt with.  Thankfully, our 
Father sent His Son Jesus to 
heal our broken hearts (Isaiah 
61:1, Luke 4:18).  And 
through reading God’s word, 
we can take comfort in knowing that the Lord is near the brokenhearted (Psalm 34:18), and 
He will heal and bind up our wounds (Psalm 147:3). 

Twice, in the fourteenth chapter of the book of John, Jesus speaks soothing words to our 
anxious hearts: 

John 14:1 – “Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me.” 
John 14:27 – “Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do 

I give to you.  Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.” 
Past traumas, as well as present trials can often weaken our hearts.  Jesus, our High 

Priest, is well aware of our griefs (Isaiah 53:3) and can empathize with our weaknesses 
(Hebrews 4:15).  By having faith in Jesus and receiving His peace, we will be able to 

overcome and emerge 
victorious, just as He did 
(John 16:33). 
Are you experiencing heart 
trouble?  If so, call upon the 
Great Physician, for He is the 
Lord who will heal you! 
(Exodus 15:26) 
 

“O Lord my God, I cried 
out to You, and You healed 
me.”    Psalm 30:2 

 

At the age of 93, Dr. 
James Manning, MD, 
continues to specialize in 
pediatric cardiology in 
my hometown of 
Rochester, NY.  From 
the bottom of my heart, 
thank you, Dr. Manning, 
for the loving care you 
gave me when I needed 
it most. 
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†   The Test  
 

L 
ong ago, the God of all creation summoned emissaries to the throne of grace for a 
full account of their labors.  “One day the heavenly beings came to present 
themselves before the Lord and Satan (the accuser) also came among them.  The 

Lord said to Satan, ‘Where have you come from?’  Satan answered the Lord, ‘From going 
to and fro on the earth, and from walking up and down on it’” (Job 1:7).  The Lord asked, 
“Have you considered my servant Job?” 

The accuser had already considered Job, and set a trap, a way to test the integrity of 
Job’s worship.  Satan asks, “Does Job fear God for nothing?  Have you not put a fence 
around him and his house and all that he has, on every side?  You have blessed the work of 
his hands, and his possessions have increased in the land” (1:9-10).  Job, the accuser 
suggests, merely appears to be blameless and upright, gives a public show of godly fear as 
insurance against the prospect of disaster.  Things go well for Job, so Job is good with God.  
Job’s devotion is conditional and utterly untested. 

He has a lot to lose.  “There were born to him seven sons and three daughters.  He had 
seven thousand sheep, three thousand camels, five hundred yoke of oxen, five hundred 
donkeys, and very many servants; so that this man was the greatest of all the people of the 
east” (1:3).  God accepts the test, and allows Satan to ravage and destroy Job’s children and 
all his possessions.  Still, Job persists in his integrity.  Job is, in a sense, the man of Psalm 

26.  Job walks with integrity, trusts in the Lord, 
does not sit with the worthless or consort with 
hypocrites.  He avoids the company of evildoers, 
does not sit with the wicked, washes his hands in 
innocence, processes around the altar of God, 
sings songs of thanksgiving, and tells of God’s 
wonderful deeds (Ps. 26:1-7).  Job is blameless 
and upright. 
 With Job already bereft of his family and 
goods, a second test is proposed.  “Skin for 
skin!”  Satan says.  “All that people have they 
will give they will give to save their lives.  But 
stretch out your hand now and touch his bone 
and his flesh, and he will curse you to your 
face” (Job 2:4-5).  In this world of Bible 
folklore, the Lord agrees to the second test.  “So 
Satan went out from the presence of the Lord, 
and inflicted loathsome sores on Job from the 
sole of his foot to the crown of his head” (2:7).  
Job accepts good and bad from the hand of God, 
and in all this his lips do not sin. 
 Has he passed the test?  Does Job love the 
God who has allowed this?  For a time, Job 

shows a stoic indifference to all his loss.  Is he in shock?  Then, following the first jolts of 
trauma, Job finally speaks all the loss and rage of his heart and curses the day he was born. 
Is that a failure? 

Have you seen my servant Job, how he sits upon the earth covered in loathsome sores, 
how he grieves the loss of his family and all his goods?  Have you seen this lonely man?  “Is 
it nothing to you, all you who pass by?  Look and see if there is any sorrow like my 
sorrow” (Lam. 1:12).  This is a suffering person, a weak person, a dying man.  We might 
recall that when Jesus takes children in his arms and blesses them, he is taking “the least of 
these.” 

The test is this.  We serve God and we curse God.  God has taken it, on a bloody cross. 
 

Look It Up 
Read Psalm 26:9. 
 

Think About It 
Even a blameless man is nervous. 

-from The Living Church, 2018 
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Name Tags - Please be courteous to your fellow parishioners, 
to newcomers, visiting clergy and guests by extending a warm 
welcome to them and by wearing your name tag.  And 
remember to wear them to coffee hour as well. 

†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

Thursday, October 4th  
 

Francis of Assisi 
Friar, 1226 

 

F rancis, the son of a prosperous merchant of Assisi, was born in 1182.  His early 
youth was spent in harmless revelry and fruitless attempts to win military glory. 

Various encounters with beggars and lepers pricked the young man’s conscience, and he 
decided to embrace a life devoted to Lady Poverty.  Despite his father’s intense opposition, 
Francis totally renounced all material values, and devoted himself to serve the poor.  In 
1210 Pope Innocent III confirmed the simple Rule for the Order of Friars Minor, a name 
Francis chose to emphasize his desire to be numbered among the “least” of God’s servants. 

The order grew rapidly all over Europe.  But by 1221 Francis had lost control of it, since 
his ideal of strict and absolute poverty, both for the individual friars and for the order as a 

whole, was found to be too difficult to maintain.  
His last years were spent in much suffering of body 
and spirit, but his unconquerable joy never failed. 
 Not long before his death, during a retreat on 
Mount La Verna, Francis received, on September 
14, Holy Cross Day, the marks of the Lord’s 
wounds, the stigmata, in his own hands and feet and 
side.  Pope Gregory IX, a former patron of the 
Franciscans, canonized Francis in 1228, and began 
the erection of the great basilica in Assisi where 
Francis is buried. 
 Of all the saints, Francis is the most popular and 
admired, but probably the least imitated; few have 
attained to his total identification with the poverty 
and suffering of Christ.  Francis left few writings; 
but, of these, his spirit of joyous faith comes 
through most truly in the “Canticle of the Sun,” 
which he composed at Clare’s convent of St. 
Damian’s. The Hymnal version begins: 

Most High, omnipotent, good Lord, 
To thee be ceaseless praise outpoured, 
And blessing without measure. 
Let creatures all give thanks to thee 
And serve in great humility 

J esus says, “Let the little children come to me … for it is 
to such of these that the kingdom of heaven is given.”  

Can we trust as children do?  Can we lay our lives in his 
hands, trusting his plan for us … and respond with 
gratitude and thanksgiving for all?  Will we let him lay 
his hands on us and bless us? 
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Preparing the Table 
 

D uring the Offertory, the Altar is prepared 
for Holy Communion and the bread and 

wine are brought forward.  In the early Church, 
worshippers actually brought wine and bread for 
use in the Sacrament.  Today the Church usually 
provides these elements, but members of the 
congregation still present the gifts as a symbol of 
our labor and our offering to God. 

The mixing of a bit of water into the wine has 
been done since the first centuries.  Probably Jesus originally did this because the wine was 
concentrated in antiquity and had to be diluted to be palatable.  Some have seen this action 

as symbolizing the water and 
blood that flowed out of the side 
of Christ on the cross (John 
19:34).  Or in the Eastern Church 
it was seen to symbolize the 
infusion of the Holy Spirit in the 
People of God. 

 It’s also customary for the 
Celebrant to ceremonially wash 
their hands, an act called, “The 
Lavabo” (from the Latin 
translation of Psalm 26:6).  This 
symbolizes a prayer for purity as 
the priest prepares to preside at 
the holy Sacrament. 

 

†  About the Service 
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†  Art in the Christian Tradition 
 

Job’s Sufferings 
6th or 7th Century 

 Bibliothèque nationale de France 
 

T his pictorial rendition of the 

story of Job is found in the 

Syriac Bible of Paris.  This illuminated 

book has been dated around the 6th or 

early 7th century and is most likely the 

product of East Byzantine provinces.[1]  

The Syrian art characterizing this piece is 

predominantly dependent, then, upon 

ancient Semitic civilization of 

Mesopotamia or the Hittite-Aramaic of 

Syria, but undoubtedly also embodies 

some Hellenistic and Roman influences.

[2]  Illustrated by this illumination of the 

Book of Job, Syrian art possesses the 

main features of realism, dramatic 

energy, and inner meaning. David 

Diringer describes the effects of the 

narrative, as “being achieved by forceful 

means.” [3]  This is evident in the 

enlargement of Job to signify importance. 

When examining the illustration, it is 

clear the illustrator pulled several points 

of the story of Job into this one 

representation.  Reflecting on the 

lectionary text, one can clearly recognize 

the first moments of pain inflicted on Job revealed in 2:7.  The presence of his wife in the 

lower right quadrant moves the narration to 2:9-10.  Correspondingly, the depictions of Job’s 

three friends continues the story of Job’s trial which creates a momentum of the eye, 

following a circular pattern, to fall back on looking at the central figure of the suffering Job.  

The explicit movement of the illustration continuously begins and ends with Job. 

-- "[1] Kurth Weitzmann, Late Antique and Early Christian Book Illumination, (George 

Braziller, New York: 1977), 108-110.[2] David Diringer, The Illuminated Book: Its History 

and Production (Frederick A. Praeger, New York: 1967 ed.), 116.[3] Ibid., 116. 
 

J esus says, “Let the little children come to me … for it is to such of these that the kingdom 
of heaven is given.”   

Can we trust as 
children do?  Can we lay 
our lives in His hands, 
trusting His plan for us … 
and respond with gratitude 
and thanksgiving for all?  
Will we let Him lay his 
hands on us and bless us? 
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†  Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study 

 

T he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study is studying, The Book of Isaiah, weekly on 
Tuesdays at 9:15 am in the Guild Room. 

ISAIAH  His name meant "the Lord is salvation" and this was his message for 
over 40 years.  Through him the Lord pronounced judgment on the proud who 
sought to save themselves.  But through him God also comforted the humble with 
glimpses of a Prince of Peace and a Suffering Servant...a desert blossoming...the 
prisoners set free....the hungry fed....and the homeless sheltered. 

This will be an 18 week study of amazing discussions and enlightenment.  
Please join us!!! 

Please join us in study on Tuesday's from 9:15 - 11 am.  For more info email Debbi 
Pomeroy at debbi415@aol.com.  Workbooks are $12. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8iV8iSAL0aE
mailto:debbi415@aol.com
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†  You Can Help  

T he second Saturday of each month a group from St. Paul’s 

volunteers at the Jericho Food & Clothing Pantry on Spring Street in 

Danbury.  Please consider signing up by emailing Laurie DoBosh 

ldobosh@tcco.com.  The pantry is also looking for donations of reusable 

grocery bags and plastic bags for the clients to put their food in.  We are 

also looking for coloring books and crayons for the children who come 

with their parents to the pantry (gently used is accepted) and travel size 

toiletries you usually find at hotels are also needed.  Please place 

donations in Crocker Hall bin marked Jericho (left hand brown bin).  

mailto:ldobosh@tcco.com
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COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 

 

Oct   7th  8 am  - Beth  / Jay Trott   10:30 am - Switzers 
Oct 14th  8 am - Joan Boehm    10:30 am - Ducketts 
Oct 21st  8 am - Carol & Ray Ferro  10:30 am - Raegan Guglielmo 

Contact Mary Allen at 

203-775-6633 or 

chamla@charter.net. 

 

 

mailto:Hi%20Dave. %20Could%20you%20please%20add%20that%20we%20needs%20Coffee%20Hour%20hCHAMLA@CHARTER.NET
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†  Come Saturday 

Morning 
 

E ach Saturday 

morning from 7:30 - 

9  our John 21-12 group 

meets at Theo’s Downtown 

Diner in New Milford.  Join 

friends and lively 

theological discussion.  All 

are welcome. 

 

 

https://biblehub.com/john/21-12.htm
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†  Socks & Toiletries for the Homeless 
 

A s the temperature drops and the seasons change 
remember homeless people are on their feet all day, and 

the only pair of socks they own are very likely to be threadbare.  
Once again, this year we are collecting socks and toiletries for 
the men’s homeless shelter throughout the winter months.  Place 
donations in the bins in the back of the church or Crocker Hall. 

 

October 14 at 4:30 pm at Camp Washington 

Join Camp Washington & the Holy Landers Ministry Network as we welcome Guest 

Speaker Tom Verde, presenting “Pilgrimage” 
 

T he act of pilgrimage is a sacred undertaking in many faiths.  Throughout history and 

into modern times, Christians have journeyed to the Holy Land, Muslims to Mecca, 

Buddhists to Bodh Gaya, Jews to the Wailing Wall, all in search of spiritual inspiration and/

or renewal.  Join us for this Second Sunday conversation about pilgrimage as an act of reli-

gious faith while focusing on a number of popular Christian pilgrimage sites, such as Can-

terbury, Santiago de Compestela and the Holy Land. 

Following the presentation Bishop Laura will preside at Holy Eucharist and our dinner 

will have a Middle Eastern flair.  Special guest Bishop Anne Dyer from Aberdeen will join 

us. 

Tom Verde, a member of Calvary Episcopal Church in Stonington, is a published free-

lance journalist and speaker who writes about Islam, Middle Eastern history, interfaith rela-

tions, Christianity, and comparative religion. 

The ECCT Holy Landers Ministry Network is finalizing plans for a Pilgrimage to the 

Holy Land, June 9-19, 2019. Both Bishop Ian and Bishop Laura will be leading the trip.  

Come hear more and join the Holy Landers (Bishop Laura Ahrens; the Revs. Linda Spiers, 

Lisa DiNunno Hahneman, Susan Pinkerton, Nicholas Porter, Harrison West, Peter Walsh; 

Anne Lynn, David Szen, Sharon Pearson, John Lent) in conversation about the upcoming 

trip. 

Please RSVP at 860.567.9623     -     190 Kenyon Road, Lakeside, CT 

†  Pilgrimage 

J esus said that whoever did not recieve the Kingdom of Heaven 

like one of these would never enter it.  Mark 10:15 NIV  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+10:15&version=NIV&showfn=yes
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“Second Sunday”  -  October 14th 

Camp Washington's “Second Sunday” with the Holy Landers Ministry Network -- October 14 at 4:30 p.m. 

 

Join Camp Washington and the Holy Landers Ministry Network on October 14 for “Second Sunday” with guest 

speaker Tom Verde, presenting “Pilgrimage.”  This conversation will be about pilgrimage as an act of religious 

faith while focusing on a number of popular Christian pilgrimage sites, such as Canterbury, Santiago de 

Compostela and the Holy Land.  Special guest Bishop Anne Dyer, Diocese of Aberdeen.  More Information: 

campwashington.org. 

 

https://www.campwashington.org/
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†  Electronic Giving 

A s a reminder, Saint Paul’s continues to offer the electronic giving option for 

making your regular donations.  Contributions can be debited automatically from 

your checking/savings account or your credit/debit card.  Our electronic giving program 

offers convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our 

congregation.  There is no cost to you to use this system.  

Also there will be no changes if you choose to still use 

your present method of giving.  The system is simple 

using the following steps below. 

 Sign on to the church website at 

www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. 

Click on the “Give Now” button at the top left of the 

first page. 

Click on the “Create Profile” button to create your 

unique on line profile. 

After you have created your profile, follow the on line instructions to schedule your 

contribution. 

 If you have any questions, please contact Chuck Allen at 203-775-6633 or 

treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. 

†  New Door Access 
 

H ello St. Paul’s family!  As many of you have likely noticed, we have a new keypad 
at the back (glass) door to the church.  This was installed over the summer as part 

of a new plan to help secure the building.  We want our church building to be a welcoming 
haven for members and visitors, but we also need to ensure the safety and well-
being of all who enter our building. 
 In order to monitor traffic in and out of the building, we are asking everyone 
to enter through the back door for all church business.  This will not apply during 
regular Sunday and Wednesday services where all doors will be open to allow for 
easy access.  All other church business, committee meetings or ministry events 
throughout the rest of the week will need to enter the building using the back 
door. 
 All staff, vestry, and ministry leaders will be given access codes for the back 
door.  If you are included in that group or are a member that requires access to 
the building outside of scheduled service times, please email Patrick at 
oconnorspatrick@gmail.com to receive an access code. 
 In mid-October, the locks on all exterior doors will be changed out and any 
existing door keys will no longer work.  If you will need building access 
moving forward, please contact Patrick before October 15th. 
 If you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to reach out to 
Patrick or a member of the vestry. 

†  Pray It Up 
 

N otice the Red and White prayer request cards in the 
pew?  Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the 

red bowl on the table on the way to communion.  Then take a 
card from the bowl either right then or after service.  Pray for 
that request for one week.  How comforting to know that your 
request is being prayed for and that you are praying for 
someone else’s!  You might just be praying for the person 
sitting next to you!  Or, if you’d prefer - please send your 

request to St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!   

http://www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
mailto:treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
mailto:oconnorspatrick@gmail.com
mailto:prayingnow2@gmail.com
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

Reflecting God’s Love 
 

 Job 1:1; 2:1-10 

I n our first lesson we hear the beginning of the story of Job: the plight of a 
righteous man.  Satan appears in God’s heavenly court and charges that Job is 

upright only because of the many blessings that are his.  God permits Satan to test 
Job greatly through terrible and tragic trials.  Then, through dialogue and poetry, the 
Book of Job explores the problems of human suffering and faith in God’s ways with 
unflinching honesty and feeling. 

 Psalm 26 
A plea for justice by one who serves the Lord well. 
 Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12 
The author of the Letter to the Hebrews teaches that Jesus, the exact 

imprint of God’s being and the pioneer of our salvation made perfect 
through suffering, is superior to all the angelic order.  God inspired the 
prophets but has now spoken through a Son, the heir of all things, and 
through whom the worlds were created.  For a while made lower than 
angels, he now through his death sanctifies all whom he calls brothers 
and sisters. 

 Mark 10:2-16 
In the gospel Jesus, asked about divorce, reaches back to the creation story to set 

before his hearers the ideal of the marriage relationship, and then blesses children.. 
In Jesus’ lifetime there were many views on divorce, some strict and some more 
lenient.  In one sense, Jesus is the strictest of all: What through natural union God 
has made one cannot be separated by human action.  Yet, in another sense, Jesus’ 
answer refused to deal with the question in the way it is asked.  Instead he honors the 
solemnity and purpose of marriage.  Anything less is sin, which cannot be dismissed 
by human 
regulations.  
His disciples 
seem surprised 
by the teaching 
and also by his 
embracing of 
children. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon Shorts 
 

"A re we worth our salt?"   To replay all our 

sermons, audio and videos follow this link for 

the Sunday Sermons.  Check out our Sermon Archives 

as well. 

 

 

Mark 10:2-16 

Mosaic law permitted a man to 

divorce his wife for cause, but 

the grounds for divorce were 

not clear.  The Pharisees were 

divided on the matter.  Jesus 

expects a higher standard of his 

followers. 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp22_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp22_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp22_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp22_RCL.html#gsp1
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2018.html
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Fr. George Hall, Brenda Darling, Jean 
Stauffer, Lorraine Estok and other 
parishioners convalescing in extended care 
facilities. 
.....St. John’s, Vernon; St. Paul’s, Wallingford; St. 
John’s, Washington. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury 
area. 
.....For all companions and service animals, all 
livestock & wild animals, great and small. 
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Joe & Barbara Hock, Sue Balla, Rose 
Barrett, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Teresa Stacchiotti, Mary DeAnzeris, 
Anthony, Paul Kovacs, Denise, Lee Rybos, Sandy Chaleski, Pam Altemus, Stu Terrill, 
Jennifer, Susan, Cathy Schrull, Anja, Rhonda, Katie, Karen and Jenna Lynn Baish 
continued healing. 
.....the people of the Grand Duchy of Luxenbourg; the people of Kyrgyzstan; Diocese of 
Igbomina - West - (Kwara, Nigeria) The Rt Revd Olajide Adebayo; and our sister and 
brother members of the Independent RLDS / Restoration Branches. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.  Pray also 
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the 
UN peacekeeping service. 
.....New Milford Loaves & Fishes Hospitality House, which is the 
recipient of our food  
basket collections during the month of October. 
.....The Silvestri Fencing Company, a marketplace supporter of the 
Jericho Partnership. 
.....The Unity of the Church. 
.....Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of the Jericho Partnership, 
complete healing of Multiple Myeloma. 
.....James for strength, courage and spiritual wisdom as he faces 
some difficult issues  

 

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You Think 
 

Back Issues of Sword Points 
 

Donall and Conall 
Are Back!  

 
Donall and Conall 

Meet the JWs.  
Charles Taze Russell 
and Joseph Franklin 

Rutherford are 
insisting that you must 
call God by the name 
"Jehovah."  Donall 

and Conall have some 
questions. 

http://stjohnsvernonct.org/wrdp/
https://www.stpaulswallingford.org/
http://www.stjohnswashington.org/
http://www.stjohnswashington.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Luxembourg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kyrgyzstan
http://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=nigeria&dio=igbomina-west&pos=bishop-of-igbomina-west&posID=20317
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Restoration_Branches
http://loavesandfishesofnewmilford.org/
http://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/14.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=__7t_bGI8oo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=__7t_bGI8oo
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†  It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks 
Sword Points: 

 

M ary Allen, Susan Balla, Chris 
Barrett, Justin Doty, Steve 

Hemming, Lois Hunt, Susan Iverson, Beth 
Miller, Nicole 
O’Connors, Patrick 
O’Connors, Mary 
Perry, Ken Perry, 
Kirsten Peterson, 
Debbi Pomeroy, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, Pam Szen, 
David Szen, Ron 
Switzer, John 
Tuthill, Don 
Winkley. 

 
 

 

Just For Fun ! 
(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

Random Fact of the Week! 

 

Did you know … .a pencil sharpener "is a 

device for sharpening a pencil's point by 

shaving the end of the pencil?  Well, OK, 

you probably did. 

"For this reason a man shall leave his father and his mother and be joined to his wife..."   -Jesus (Mark 10:7) 

https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pencil_sharpener

